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TO SUBSCRIBERS. 



THE twelfth number of thiB work, \irbich completes the 
second volume, b this day offered to the publick. 

The ecRtors beg permission to present their thanks for the 
patronage which they have received. They have endeavoured to 
merit it by using all the means which occurred to them for grati- 
fying the various tastes of their readers. The increasing list of 
subscribers, while it shows that their exertions have not been 
wholly unsuccessful, will incite them to new labours. 

The first number of the third volume will be published on 
tbc first of January 1810, on a new^ type, cast expressly for the 
■f work. 

m 

^ Subscribers «nd agents will please, as heret(»fore, to address 
their orders upon any point relative to the pecuniary, concerns of 
the establishment, to the publishers, Messrs. Hopkins and Earle, 
who have renewed their engagement to manage the sale of the 
work for the proprietors. 

• Philad. Dec. 1, 1809. 
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FROM TIIS LONDON BKVIEW. 

A ncv System of Domeslick Cookerj-, formed upon Principles of Econoif)^, and 
adapted to the* use of private Families.' By a lady. A new Edition, c6rrected. 
London, printed for John Murray, Fleet Street ; J. Hai-dinj^, St. James's Street ; and 
A. Constable and Co. Edinburgh. 7#. 6d. Reviewed by Mr. J. Smiths 



THE three booksellers to whom 
the world is indebted for this ingeni- 
ous Treatise on the Art of Eating 
9hd Drinking, could not have hec^n 
more happily marshalled by a king 
It armS) than they are in the tiilt- 
page of this work. Mr. John Mur- 
ray lives within the city walls, and is, 
upon that account^ positively the best 
judge of cookery. Mr. J. Hardiag, 
of a more courtly residence, may 
comfiaratrveiy possess some know- 
ledge of the subject ; but Messrs. 
A. Constable and Co. of Edinburgh, 
must be pronounced, by all impartial 
judges, tufierlatively unfit to give evi- 
dence in the cause. A work which 
treats of oyster patties, green peas, 
ratafea cream, and London syllabub, 
must be as much a '^ sealed book" to 
our Scottishneighbours, as that north- 
ern lumlDiirjf, Allan Ramsay, b to us 
darkling natives of the south* The 
only effect which it can produce in 
the shop window of the aforesaid A. 
Consteble and Co. is to quicken their 
countrymen in their journey south- 
ward (like the hay before the horse's 
■ose in Ireland) and thus to over- 
come that bashful repugnance to vi- 
ndng England which has ever been 
the cbaracteristick of a North Briton. 
But, as a striking title is half the bat* 

f 0L« II, 
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tie, ought not our authoress, in poli- 
cy» to have entitled her l)ook : " The 
Belly and the Members," and dedi- 
cated it to our representatives in par- 
liament I This would have esta-* 
blished her fame in a moment, and 
consigned old Menenius Agrippa's. 
fable of that name to merited oblivi- 
on. The great object of the great 
mass of mankind, docti indoctit/ucj is 
to eat. From the savage of Terra 
del Fuego, whose food is worms ex- 
tracted from decayed wood, to the 
peripatetick of Bond Street, who* 
having performed the duties of the 
morning, regales on turtle and iced 
champagne ; and, while he picks his 
teeth, eyes with disdain the ignoble 
herd through the green lattices of 
Steevens's Hotel, it may be stated, as 
an indisputable fact, that man is a 
cooking animal, and increases in ci- 
vilisation in proportion to the beauty 
and variety of the produce of his 
saucepans. The degeneracy of the 
Jew may, upon this principle, be fair- 
ly ascribed to the trainoil that mean- 
ders through his viands. The de- 
based condition of the negro may 
safely be imputed to the yams and 
cassava which he dignifies with the 
name of dinner ; and what political 
efforts can tl^f)kei:£^ntry ever expect 

A 
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from the Dutch, when we reflect that 
they jumble bacon and buttei*milk in 
the same dish, and feed upon cheeses, 
which can only be compared to can- 
non-halls impregnated with salt? Ho- 
mer's poetical proscr, Old Nestor, 
considered man a cooking animal; 
so thought the renowned James 
Boswell, that twinkling star in the 
great belt of the Saturmne Moralist ; 
and the observation enabled Mr. 
Burke to accodnt for the old proverb 
— There's reason in roasting of eggs.^ 
With this great truth in view, how 
much obliged ought the publick to 
feel to a lady who, Instead of inditing 
sonnets to the moon and feeding the 
mind of her readers through the me- 
dium of the Minerva press, has pre- 
ferred the more laudable pursuit of 
catering for the stomach, and has 
produced a work, at which the Han* 
nah Glasses and the Parleys may 
liide their diminished larders. Half 
an author's merit arises from the 
choice of his subject. A new system 
of religion was out of the question ; 
no sober man now thinks of going 
any where except to the Tabernacle ; 
and systems of politicks are as shifting 
as the sands of Scamander under tho 
foot of Achilles. An improved trea- 
tise on musick or dancing, might, 
indeed, have made many proselytes 
in this iiddling and jumping age ; 
yetj, still the deaf and the gouty would 
not have become purchasers. But a 
new System of Cookery, embracing 
all the contents of the tablecloth, ab 
ovo usque ad maloy is universally and 
perpetually interesting. When a su- 
perannuated general is fighting Ms 
battles over again, and in his narra- 
tive cuts off the wing of an army, 
one is apt to yawn. How different 
the sensation if he is cutting off the 
wing of a wild fowl. John duke of 
Argyll was a great man in his day : 
he is now Aors (fe combat in West- 
minster Abbey ; and I entreat the 
noble family of Campbell to reflect, 
that the »^gyU which saves the gravy 
from coagulating, is the golden urn 
that shall long preserve the »ihes of 



their illustrious house from oblivion. 
The duke is now cold, but our gravf 
is hot. Who does not remember 
queen Catharine's character of car- 
dinal Wolsey ? 

He was a man 
Of an unboim/ied itomach, ever ranking 
fomself with princes. 

My interpretation of this passage, 
with all due deference to Mr. Douce, 
is, that he was a man who gave ejpceU 
lent dirmera. Allow me this, and the 
inigma of his " ranking himself with 
princes" \% instantly solved. We 
will not, however, multiply cases to 
prove a self-evident proposition, but 
proceed to the work under review ; 
which is introduced by an advertise- 
ment, wherein we are informed, that 
" the following directions were in- 
tended for the conduct of the fami* 
lies of the authoress's own daughters, 
and for the arrangement of their ta* 
ble." But the young ladies, I sup- 
pose, being unable to decypher their 
mamma's cramp manuscript, or, as 
puddings and pies were the svbject of 
her pen, " obliged by hunger and re- 
quest of friends," she has consented 
to roll it into the worldin the puff-paste 
shape of a thick duodecimo. *• How 
rarely ,'* exclaims our authoress, in a 
pathetick tone, "flo we meet with fino 
melted butter !" Thb calamity^waa 
not overlooked by our imn^ortal bard, 
whose Moor of Venice bewails his 
want of that article with tears. 

Unused to the melting moody 
Dront tears as fast as the Arabian trees 
Their medicinal g^ms. 

And now, reader, having despatch- 
ed the advertisement^, wo: enter into 
the vestibule of the tcmpde, the pre* 
face, consisting of '^ Miscellaneous 
Observations for the use of the Mis- 
tress of a Family." It is a good old 
custom with the race that write, to 
consider t^ topick under their im- 
mediate discussion, as the most im- 
portant subject of inquiry that can 
agitate the feelings of man. Mrs. 
Barbauld promotes Richardson, with- 
out any remorse, over the head of 
poor FieldiB|j|^^^aiid,^g,,Hayley 
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wotiid fiiin make his molehill Cow- 
per overtop Mount Milton* If an 
ambor does not appear in earnest, it 
is all ovef vith him. " How the 
deuce can you expect me to grieve," 
says Horace* " if you don't appear to 
grieve yourself ?** The authoress of 
Doracstick Cookery was aware of 
this rule, when she introduced her 
Miscellaneous Observations with a 
sentence which the hero of Bolt*court 
himself might not have blushed to 
pen: 

**In every rank those deserve the greatest 
inraise who best acquit themselves of the 
duties which their station requires. In- 
deed, this line of conduct is not a matter 
of choice but of necessity, if we would 
■uintain the dignity of our own charac- 
ters as rational beings.** 

When I had proceeded thus far, I 
hastily turned the leaves, fearing that 
I bad, by mistake, dipped into the 
Rambler'; but happening to alight 
upon a green goose pie, and knowing 
that the sage had never discussed 
thattopick, I returned to the preface. 
Our heroine of jams and jellies thus 
proceeds : 

"In the variety of female acquirements, 
though domestick occupations stand not 
» high as they formerly did, yet when 
Reflected, they produce much human mi' 
•fry", [Uere tigha ajar.^ " There was a 
time when ladies knew nothing beyond 
tl»cir own family concerns." {^Here ag'ttotC" 
pie talk*."] «* But in the present day there 
are many who know nothing about them." 

Ah, madam, this is a sober truth, 
though epigrammatically expressed. 
But, under favour, is it not something 
like the conceited cook, in the frag- 
ment of the Greek comick poet Stra- 
ton, who says to his master : 

What ! I'spcik as Homer does ; 
And sore a cook may use like privilege. 
And more than a blind poet. 

But mark the surly answer of the 
cook*s master : 

Not with me : 
rU have no kitdicn Homers in my house ; 
So, pray, dischargee yourself. 

The lady Bountifuls have,I confess^ 
quitted the sUge, and the lady Town- 
Jcjrs reign in their stead. Who now 
is so brutal as to expect, that those 
dcBcate fingers which, when cm» 



|^3red on the piano^forte, emulate in 
whiteness the keys they rattle, shall 
be degraded to crack the claw of a 
lobster, or squeeze reluctant pickles 
into a jar ? Even in the days of Pope, 
it was one of the many subjects of 
complaint of that irritable bard, that 
Our wives read MUton, and our daugliters 

plays. 
And though, in the sixty-four years 
which have elapsed since his death, 
our wives may have changed their 
course of reading, yet, it may be 
doubted, whether they are a whit 
more wedded to the kitchen than 
heretofore. The German Mrs. Hal- 
le r is represented in a mob-cap, 
with a bunch of keys at her girdle, 
the keeper of the paradise of pastry ; 
but Mrs. Siddons decorates that fi*ail 
lady with long drapery, and a yellow 
muslin turban. Fashion, however, 
will do much, and as our authoress's 
Domestick Cookery is universally 
read, let us hope that the modes of 
life will change, and that it will be as 
much the rage to stay at home to 
save money, as it is now to go abroad 
to spend it. 

Our fair purveyor of patty-pans is 
gifted with that variety of style which, 
like her own recipes, is calculated to 
please all palates. 
Milton's sti'ong pinions now not Heaven 

can bound. 
Now serpent-iikc, in prose, 1^ sweeps the 
ground. 
She informs us, that '* to make 
home the sweet refuge of a husband 
fatigued by intercourse with a jarring 
world, to be his enlightened compani- 
on and the chosen friend of his heart, 
these, these are women's duties ;^ 
and adds, in the same breath, '< caa- 
dles made in cool weather are best." 
The reader is no sooner apprized that 
**a pious woman will build up her 
house before God," than he is told 'Hhe 
price of starch depends upon that 
of flour." Talents here find them- 
selves placed in the same sentence 
with treacle; custards are coupled 
with conjugal fidelity, and moral du- 
ties with macaroni. This obliquity 
of pen, «on.^jre cm^gfi^e oth^ 
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fixed on hearei^'* is the mdj sure 

mode of pleasing: all readers* It forms 
the genuine hill and dale of style^ 
and when bounded by a modern mea- 
dow of margin, bids fair to circulate 
through ten editions. 

And now, reader, prepare yourself 
for a lecture on carving, <' Some 
people," says our authoress, ** haggle 
meat so much as not to be able to 
help half a dozen persons decently 
from a large tongue or a surloin of 
beef; and the dish goes away with 
the appearance of having been gnaw- 
ed by dogs." Most dogs that have 
come under my cognizance would 
be better pleased to gnaw the meat 
than the dM ; but putting that aside, 
it must be allowed to be a monstrous 
thing for the seventh expectant, to 
be watching for a slice from a sur- 
loin which is destined to be wasted 
on six persons ! Our lady, however, 
must in this instance be considered, 
as rather hypercritical, few persons 
being so uninitiated in the mysteries of 
' the blade, as to be unable to carve a 
tongue or a surloin : But to be placed 
opposite a pig, a goose, or a hare, 
and to possess no more skill in the 
art than the executioner of the duke 
of Monmouth, is indeed one of the 
miseries of human life. I most sin- 
cerely wish I could transplant these 
dainties to the pages of this Review ; 
but, since that cannot be, let me at 
least do all I can, by extracting the 
rules for dissecting them. 

" Sucking Pig. — 'i'he cook usually deco- 
rates the body before it is scut l.i tabic, 
and gTimishes the dish with the jaws. and 
ears.** [If she do not, slie deserves to 
lose her own ears.] ** The fii*st thing is to 
separate a shoulder from the carcase on 
one side, and then the leg according to 
tlie directions given by the dotted line a, 
ff, c. The ribs are tlicn to be divided into 
about two heipivgSf and an car or a jaw 
presented with tliem, and plenty of sauce. 
The joinu may either be divided into 
two each, or pieces may be cut from 
them. The ribs arc reckoned the finest 
part, but some people prefer tlie neck-cod 
between the shoulders." [Here is a dif- 
ference of opinion between all people and 
some people, which is lefl to the arbitra- 
tioik of oth«r people.3 



" Ooste.— ^ut off th« apron in the cir- 
cular line a, A, c, in tlie figure opposite 
the last page, and pour into the body a 
glass of Port wine and a larg^ tea-spoon- 
ful of mustard, first mixed at the side- 
board. Turn the neck of the goose to- 
wards you, and cut the whole breast in 
long sUces fVom one wing to another; 
but only remove them as you help each 
person, unless the company is so large as 
to require the legs likewise.** [And if 
the eaters are so many, wo betide the 
gooee ; there wiU be nothing left of it for 
Uie next day.] ** This way gives more 
prime bits than by making wings. Take 
off the leg by putting the fork into the 
small end of the bone, pressing it to the 
body, and having passed the knife at d^ 
turn the leg back, and, if a young bird, it 
will easily separate." [Let our army and 
navy sui-geons take notice that this in- 
struction is not meant for them.] " To 
take off the wing, put your fork into the 
small end of the pinion, and press it close 
to the body ; then put in tlie knife at d 
and divide the joint, taking it down in 
the direction <4 «• Nothing but practice 
will enable people to hit the joint exactly 
at tlie first trial.* AVhen the leg and 
wing of one side are done, gt> on to the 
other; but it is not often necessary to cut 
Up the whole goose, unless the company be 
very large. There are two sidebones by 
tlie wing, which may be cut off, as like-r 
wise the back and lower sidebones : but 
tlie best pieces are the breast and the 
thighs after being divided from the drum* 
sticks.'* 

** Hare. — ^The best w^ay of cutting it up, 
is to put the point of the knife under the 
shoulder at a, in the figure opposite the 
next page, and so cut all the way down 
to the rump on one side of the backbone, 
in the line a, 6. Do the same on the other 
side, so that the whole hare will be di- 
vided into three parts. Cut the back 
part into four, which, with the legs, is 
tlie part most esteemed. The shoulders 
must be cut off in a circular line, as c, 
</, a s lay tlie pieces neatly on the dish 
as you cut them, and then help the com- 
pany, giving some pudding and gra^y to 
every person.f This way can only be 

• The clear meaning of this remark is,, 
that, if you are perfected by practice, }'ou 
will hit the Joint exactly at the Jirst trial, 
though you never tried before. 

fThe impartiality of this hospitable lady, 
in giving pudding to every person, whe- 
ther they like it or like it not, is truly a- 
miable, andofa piece with that species of 
boarding-scli^^l^^^^^vplfti^iivhich pla: 
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^ctjsed when the hAte is yoitngp^. if oUl, 
d(Mi*t divide it down, which will require 
a strong" arm" \_vi sly hint at tlie weakness 
of her readers] " but put the knife be- 
tween the leg and back, and give it a 
little turn inwards at the joint, which 
yoa iiiust endeavour to hit and not to 
break by force. When both legs are 
taken ofi, tliere is a Jhie coUop on each 
side the back.'* fwe all love a slice from 
poor pass ; — This is indeed the hare and 
many friends] " then divide the back 
into as many pieces as you please, and 
take off the shoulders, which are by many 
preferred, and are called tlie sportsman's 
pieccs.f When every one is helped, cut 
off the head" [and take it to yourself] "put 
)Twr knife between the upper and lower 
jaw, and divide them, which will enable 
yot to lay the upper flat on your plate, then 
put the point of the knife into tlie centre, 
and cut the head in two. The ear» and 
braim may be helped then to tliose who 
like them.*' 

By the way, the same individual 
has seldom a penchant for both. Our 
noble patronizers of the Italian opera 
have nice ears and no brains, and 
many a sinister limb of the law has a 
plentiful stock of brains and no ears. 
Here is a body of rules, scientiB- 
cally laid down, like the figure ©f a 
country dance, by right and left, 
leading out sides, and galloping down 
the middle, by a study of which the 
enlightened reader, when a goose or 
hare is before him, 
May CARVE it like a dish fit for the gods. 
Not hew it like a carcase for the hounds. 
It is to be feared, however, that 
this, to many readers, is all Algebra, 
without the aid of the dotted engrav- 
ings, which, by the way, are so badly 
executed, that it may be safely said, 
never were such good dinners served 
Hp on such indifferent filate9. To 
those, however, who do not compre- 
hend them, the utility of the above 
extracts is too obvious to render any 
apology necessary ; and would to pro- 

cei pudding as a grace before meat, and 
•bKges tJie young student to wa'Je 
through a slough of rice or suet, before 
he caA revel in the iovs of beef or mut- 

t A hint from Horace— nz, 
Safiterm aectabitur armo9. 
By which we le^ that sapibns is Latin 



priety that certmin ladies and gentle- 
men would Uke their degi'ees in this 
culinary college ei^ they pretend to 
carve for themselves ! ^' Can none 
remember, yes I know all must,*' 
some one of his acquaintance whose 
zeal to do tlie honours of the table is 
as intense as that of a missionary to 
visit the coast of Africa, and wh« is 
about as well skilled in the science he 
professes to teach I Give such a man 
the hundi*ed hands of Briareus, and 
he would gladly dissect a whole city 
feast at a single sitting. With a ge- 
nerosity peculiar to himself, he dis- 
penses the gravy over the faces and 
waistcoats of his fellow guests, leav- 
ing the poor goose or duck as dry as 
a Scotch metaphysical essay. When 
a man of this stamp thrusts his fork 
into the breast of a woodcock, the 
company present express as much 
alarm as if the bird were alive. — " Let 
no such man be trusted." What a 
fine subject for a didactick poem is 
carving' I What is Mr. Godwin 
about ? It is well known he ad- 
dresses his writs to the late sheriff of 
London, whCf, upon such an occasion, 
would doubtless usher the bantling 
to light. It is true the worthy knight 
eats no meat himself, since he eat up 
the heifer ; but is that a reason why 
he should be unmindful of those that 
do? 

But as humanity is the brightest 
jewel in a lady's tiara, it grieves me 
to be obliged 16 reprehend, in the 
roost unqualified terms, the following 
receipt to nuike hare soup— page 
104 : " Take an old hare that is good 
for nothing else, cut it into pieces," 
&c» Fie, madam ! are these your 
fine feelings ? Sterne, who wept 
over a dead jackass, like any sand- 
man, would never have forgiven you. 
Mr* Soutbey, mounted on old PouN 
ter's mare, will viti/iend you through 
a whole Thalabia. Is this your res- 
pect for age ? Suppose some giant 
of the Monk Lewis breed, having a 
penchant for human fiesh, were to 
seize you in his paws, and utter this . 
cuUnary dicti^i^," ;E^|^\|0/^ -rro. 
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man that is g9pd fot* nothing else* 
cut her into pieces/* &c. Gentle 
lady, would you Jike to be served so 
yourself ? 

" Order is heaven's first law," 
quoth the poet of reason ; and as 
good eating is a heaven on earth to 
so many respectable natives of Lon- 
don^ it can excite no surprise that 
oiir dictatiix from the pantry has 
prefixed to her work an ample and 
well arranged table of contents, di- 
viding her subject into thirteen parts, 
embracing every dainty that can 
tickle the human palate. She com- 
mences with the scaly tenants of the 
flood, and ends with receipts to pre- 
vent hay from firing, to wash old 
deeds, to preserve a head of hair, and 
to dye gloves to look like York tan 
or Limeiick. What an excursive 
fancy are some ladies blessed with I 
A limb of the law might call the lat* 
tcr part of this division travelling' out 
of the record^ but surely without due 
consideration. — Tem/iua edax rerunty 
is a precept, old as the hills. Now 
as it is well known that the old gen- 
tleman wilt now atid tRl^n nibble a 
lady's glove, " then her flowing hair," 
or gnaw the title deeds of her hus- 
band's estate, why should not his 
food be treated of as well as ours ? 
Nor let any carping critick condemn 
her dissertation on home-brewery and 
sauces as too prolix. The evils that 
spring from inattention to these ar- 
ticles are more numerous than the 
woes that spi'anj^from the wrath of 
the son of Peleus. I will not repeat 
the well known catastrophe at Salt- 
hill ; death, in that case, was a wel- 
come visiter to snatch eight unfortu- 
nate gentlemen from the calamity of 
an illcookwl repast. But I will put 
it to the recollection of the majority 
of my readers, whether they are not 
in the habit of dining with some in- 
dividual, whom nature seems to have 
manufactured without a palate. If 
you ask the footman of such an un- 
happy being for bread, you receive 
something possessing the consistence 
of a stone. His turbot has all the 



dignity of age, his Port wine all the 
fire of youth. With an anxious fore- 
finger and a disappointed thumb) you 
turn (up his fish-cruets one by one« 
and find that they resemble the 
pitchers of the Belides. His cham* 
pagne is ar copartnership of tar-water 
and treacle, and his lobster-sauce is 
so alarmingly congealed as to be fit- 
ter for Salmon's wax-work than for 
salmon ! These are the trials of hu- 
man fortitude ! Talk of Job scolded 
by his wife, or Cato pent up in Utica 
— psha ! How different the taste and 
establishment of the renowned De- 
cius ! He is an assiduous frequenter 
of the Tabernacle, where he ponders 
on the joys to come — when the din- 
ner hour arrives. His thoughts are 
revolving, not on the new birth, but 
on the new spit, which kindly roasts 
his venison without wounding it. If 
the afternoon service happen to ex- 
tend beyond the usual period, theis 
may Decius be seen to issue from his 
pew, like the lioness from her den. 
Not having the fear of repletion be- 
fore; his eyes, but moved and insti* 
gated by an overroasted haunch, he 
darts through the aisle, and knocks 
down the intervening babes of grace 
like so many piping ninepins. 

Such is the laudable zeal of a man 
whose rtiling passion floats in a tureen 
of mock turtle, and yet, so unsatis- 
factory are all sublunary enjoyments, 
it may sometimes be doubted whe- 
ther the rearing of such costly pyra- 
mids of food be worth the founder's 
trouble. Goldsmith somewhere ex- 
presses a strong objection to two 
thousand pounds a year, because they 
will not procure a man two appetites ; 
and another starveling son of the 
muses, in his fable of the Court of 
Death, seems to insinuate, that in- 
temperance may, in time, injure the 
constitution. Certain it is, that three 
deadly foes to the disciple of Epicu- 
rus, entitled Plethora, Apoplexy, and 
bilious Gout, are often found to lie 
Jtei'du beneath a masked battery of 
French paste, and, crossing the course 
of the volupiu^rjj %^|jyeird sis- 
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ters in the path of the benighted 
Thane, so annoy him, even when 
seated on that throne of human feli- 
city, a tavern-chair, as to make it a 
moot point whether it was worth his 
while to wade through the blood of 
so many animals to attain it. 

Mark what Alixis, a Greek poet 
says: 

Oh, that Nature 
Mig^ht quit us of this overbearing bur- 

then. 
This tyrant god, the belly! Take that 

from us. 
With all its bestial appetites, and man, 
Exonenkted man, shall be all soul. 

A truce, however, to these unpa- 
kftable reflections, and let us revert 
to more agreeable topicks. The due 
arrangement of a dinner table is not 
so easy a matter as some folks ima- 
gine. Every one recollects the anec- 
dote of the Gray's-lnn Student, who 
entertained his guests, consisting of 
two pining old maids and a bilious 
nabob, with boiled tripe at top, boil- 
ed tripe at bottom, and a round of 
beef, garnished with parsnips, in the 
centre. Any man possessed of mo- 



ney, may give a dinner, but, to give 
a proper one, requires both taste 
and fancy ; and as those two ingre- 
dients are not always discernible in 
the tout eiuemble of a son of Plutus, 
our authoress has kindly supplied 
their place, by inventing a scale of 
dinners suited to all pockets ; loading 
the stomachs of her readers, as Lock* 
it clogged the ankles of his custom* 
ers, with fetters of all prices, from 
one guinea to ten. An abridgment 
of this part of the work could only 
have the effect of lopping off its me- 
rits; I shall content myself, there- 
fore, with touching the two ex- 
tremes; extracting, in the first 
place, that sort of plain, family din« 
ner which a man produces when he 
means to treat you like a friend^ 
though, alas! it has more the ap- 
pearance of treating you like an enc' 
my ; and, in the next place, I shall 
lay before my readers a collection of 
good things, which might compose 
a lord mayor's feast, worthy to be 
given by the late to the present in- 
cumbent. 



Five Dishes. 

Knuckle of Veal, ste\»ed with Rice. 
Apple Sauce. Bread and Butter Pudding. Potatoes. 

Loin of Pork roasted. 

A very indifferent repast, at all events ; but take heed to the roasting of 
your pork, for Tom Browney of focetious memory, made a dinner for the 
devil^ in which he gave him undone-pork for his top dish. 
Long Tabic once covered. 

Fish. 
Fruit Tart One Turkey, or two Poults. 

Mock Turtle Soup. 



Harico. 
Mash Turnips. 
Carrots thick round. 
Cray Fish. 



Ham bruised. 

Casserole of Rice, 

with Giblets. 
FHcandeau. 



Jerusalem Artichokes fricassied. 

Savory Cake. 

Maccaroni Pudding. 
Trifle. 
French Pie. 
Stewed Celery. 

Apple He and Custard, 



Blanc-mange. 

Sweetbreads 

larded. 

Stewed Spinach. 



Jelly form. 



Dried Salmon 
in papers^ 

Chickens. 

Picked Crab. 

Ox Rumps and Spanish 
Onions. 
Cheesecakes. 



Rich white Soup. 

Fish. 

(Remove— Venison or Loin of Veal.) 

It is now time to close the present thing but the extreme importance of 
artidei for the length of which, no- the subject can atone. With a trem- 
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lling; p«n, I have ventured to touch 
upon the science of hixurious eatin^^ 
of which, it must be confessed, my 
knowled^ is derived rather from 
theory than practice, and in which, 
therefore, it is liighly probable I have 
committed some mistakes. Shades 
of Apicius, Dartcneuf, and Quin, for- 
give me if I have erred ! Our jour- 
fiey, gentle reader, has been through 
a delightful country, recalling to our 
recollection the juvenile tale of Mi- 
randa, or the Royal Ram ; inasmuch 
as we are credibly informed, that the 
air within the blissful domains of that 
woolly potentate^ was darkened with 
8l>owers of tarts and cheesecakes. 
Let me entreat thee to repair, with- 
out loss of time, to the shop of Mr« 
John Murray, of Fleet Street, where, 



for seven shWtffgs and sixpence, 
thou mayest purchase the work of 
which I have furnished thee with a 
sort of hashed analysis. Then, if 
thou art a man of taste, thou wiH 
order a dainty repast, after the fa- 
shion of one of those enumerated 
within the precincts of pages 313 
and 820 ; and then, when thy envi- 
ous covers are snatched off by a skil- 
ful domestick, and a steam ascends 
which might gratify the nose of Jove 
himself, and make him lean from 
Olympus to smeU> 1 hope thou wilt, 
as in duty bound, exclaim in the 
words of the pious king Cymbeline : 

T^iid wc the g-ods, 
And let the crooked smoke climb to tlicir 

nostrils 
From our blest altars. 



FROM THE Q.UARTERLY REVIEW. 

Wom.in ; or. Ma oF Athens.* Ry Miss Ovenson, author of " Tlie \\ ild Irish Girl,^ 

•' The Novice of St. Dominirk," Sec. 4 vols. 12mo. London, 1809. Pliiladelpliiu, 

republished by Bradford and Inskeep, 2 vols. 12mo. 1809. 

<* nACH ANTES, animated with Or- our eye. " My little works have been 



phean fur\', slinjrinp^ their serpents in the 
siir, striking their cymbals, and uttering 
dithyraiiibicks, appeared to surround him 
on every side." p. 5. 

** That modesty wliich is of soul, seem- 
cmI to diflRuse itself over a form, whose 
cTcquisite s\ mmetry wAs at once betrayed 
and coiiceajed by the appaj ^.it tissue of 
w^ven air, which fell like a vapour round 
her." p. 23. 

" Like Aurora, the extremities of her 
delicate limbs were rosed with flowing 
hues, and her little foot, as it pressed iU 
naked beauty on a scarlet cushion, re- 
sembled that of a youtliful Thetis from 
its blushing tints, or tliat of a fugitive 
Atalanta front its height," &c. &c. p. 53. 

After repeated attempts to com- 
prehend the meaning of these, and 
a hundred similar conundrums, in 
the compass of half as many pages, 
we gave them up in despair; and 
were carelessly turning the leaves of 
the volume backward and forward, 
when the following passage, in a 
shon note " to the Reader," caught 

• For another review of this work, ta- 
ken from the Monthly Review, and giving 
a less unfavourable account of it, see vot 
1. of the Select Iteviews, p. 394. 



always printed from illegible manu- 
scripts in one country, while their 
author was resident in another." p. 
vi. We have been accustomed to 
overlook these introductory gossip- 
ings : in future, however, we shall 
be more circumspect ; since it is evi- 
dent, that if we had read straight for- 
ward from the title page, we should 
have escaped a very severe headach. 

The matter seems now sufficiently 
clear. The printer having to pro- 
duce four \olumes from a manu- 
script, of which he could not read a 
word, perfonned his task to the best 
of his power ; and fabricated the re- 
quisite number of lines, by shaking 
the types out of the boxes at a ven- 
ture. The work must, therefore, be 
considered as a kind of overgrown 
amfifugouri^ a heterogeneous combi- 
nation of events, ixdiich, pretending 
to DO meaning, may be innocently 
permitted to surprise for a moment, 
and then dropt for ever. 

If, however, which is possible, the 
author, like Caliban (we beg Miae 
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Owcnson*s pardon) " cannot endue 
her purpose with words that make 
it known ;'* but, by illegible^ means 
vjhat may be read, and is, consequent* 
ly, ID earnest ; the case is somewhat 
altered, and we must endeavour to 
make out the story. 

Ida of Athens, a Greek girl, half 
ancient and half modern, falls despe- 
rately in love with a young slave ; 
and, when he is defeated and taken 
prisoner, in a fray more ridiculously 
begun and ended than the wars of 
Tom Thum the Great, marries a 
" Disdar-aga,** to save his life. This 
simple personage, instead of taking 
possession of his bride, whom he has 
* placed on an ottoman of down," cou* 
/ri/r(/^ro«^, rushes from the apartment 
" to see a noise which he heard;'* and 
has scarcely thrust his head out of 
the street door, when, to his inex- 
pressible amazement, it is dexterous- 
ly sliced off " by an agent of the 
Porte ;*•• and Ida, without waiting for 
her thirds, runs joyfully home to her 
father. Meanwhile the Greek slave, 
who had, somewhat unpolitcly, look- 
ed through the Disdar-aga's ^^ case- 
ment,** and seen Ida in his arms, 
very naturally takes it in dudgeon, 
and enrolls himself among the Janis- 
saiies. Ida, on her side, having no 
engagement on her hands, falls in 
bve with an English traveller, who 
offers her a settlement, which she 
very modestly rejects. A long train 
of wo succeeds. Her father is strip- 
ped of his property, and thrown into 
a dungeon; from which he is deliver- 
ed by the Janissary on duty (the pry- 
ing lover of Ida) who, without making 
himself known, assists them to quit 
the country, and embark for England. 
" They launch into the Archipelago, 
that interesting sea, so precious to 
the soul of genius ;" iv. .p. 45, and 
after many hair^breadth 'scapes, ar- 
rive in London. Here they are 
cheated, robbed, and insulted by eve- 

• Wrong :— he turns irick as be is run- 
ning after •* the Capadilgcr Kcayaasa," 
and dies in a ihch,— See vol. iii. p. 143. 
Primer^t JHviL 

veL. u. > 



ry body ; and the father, after bding 
several days without food, is drag- 
ged to a spunging house, where he 
expires ! Ida runs frantically through 
the streets, and falls into the arms of 
the English traveller, who is now be- 
come a lord, and very gallamly rc« 
news his offers, which are again re- 
jected. In consequence of an adver* 
tisement in the publick papers, I^a 
discovers a rich uncle, whp dies very 
opportunely, and leaves her " the 
most opulent heiress of Great Bri- 
tain." 

The fair Greek abuses her prospe* 
rity ; but before her fortune and re- 
putation are quite gone, the slave 
makes his appeai*ance once more-— 
not as a Janissary, but as a general 
officer in the Russian service; and 
being now convinced that the famili- 
arity of the Disdar-aga led to no 
unseemly consequence, marries his 
quondam mistress for good and all^ 
and carries her to Russia, " a country 
congernal by its climate to her delicate 
constitution and luxurious habits; and 
by its character, tp her tender, sensi- 
tive and fanciful disposition !** iv. p. 
386. 

Such is the story, which may be 
dismissed as merely foolish ; but the 
sentiments and language must npt 
escape quite so easily* The latter is 
an inflated') argon, composed of terms 
picked up in all countries, and whol- 
ly irreducible to any ordinary rulefi 
of grammar or sense. The former 
are mischievous in tendency, and 
profligate in principle, licentious 
and irreverent in the higt>est 4^- 
gree. To revelation, Miss Owen* 
son manifests a ))ingular antipathy* 
It is the subject of many profound 
diatribes, which .want nothing but 
meaning to be decisive* Vet Miss 
Owenson is not without an object of 
worship* She makes no account, in- 
deed, of the Creator of the universe, 
unless to swear by his name ; but, 
in return, she manifests a prodigious 
respect for something that she digni- 
fies with the name of Nature, which, 
it seems, govtms the w$rJp|^;Li«nd, as 
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we gather from her creed, is to be 
honoured by liberlinism in the wo- 
men, disloyalty in the men^and athe- 
ism in bolh. 

This young lady, as we conclude 
from her introduction, is the en f ante 
gate of a particular circle, who see, 
in her constitutional sprightliness, 
marks of genius, aiul encourage her 
dangerous propensity to publication. 
She has evidently written more than 
she has read, and read more than she 
has thought. But this is beginning 
at the wrong end. If we were happy 
enough to be in her confidence, we 
should advise the immediate pur- 
chase of a spelling book, of which 
she stands io great need ; to this, in 



due process of time, might be added 
a pocket dictionary. She might then 
take a few easy lessons in " joined^ 
hand," in order to become legible^ 
If, after this, she could be persuaded 
to exchange her idle raptures for 
common sense ; practise a little self* 
denial ; and gather a few precepts of 
humility from an old-fashioned book) 
which, although it does not seem to 
have lately fallen in her way, may 
yet, we think, be found in some cor- 
ner of her study ; she might then 
hope to prove, not indeed a good 
writer of novels, but a useful fiiend, 
a faithful wife, a tender mother, and 
a respectable and happy mistress of 
a family. 






PROM THE EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

Reliques of Robert Bums, consisting cliicfly of Original Letters, Poems, andl Critical 
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BURNS is certainly by far the other which could have been 



greatest of our poetical prodigies — 
from Stephen Duckdown to Thomas 
Dermody. They are forgotten al- 
ready ; or only, remembered for de- 
rision. But the name of Burns, if 
we are not mistaken, has not yet 
" gathered all its fame ;" and will 
endure long after those cu*cumstan- 
ces are foi*gotten which contributed 
to its fii'st notoriety. So much, in- 
deed, are we impressed with a sense 
of his merits, that we cannot help 
thinking it a derogation from them 
to consider him as a prodigy at all ; 
and are convinced that he will never 
l)e rightly estimated as a poet, till 
that vulgar wonder be entirely i-e- 
pressed which was raised on his ha- 
ving been a ploughman. It is true, 
no doubt« that he was born in a 
humble station, and that much of his 
early life was devoted to severe la- 
bour, and to the society of his fellow 
lal>ourers. But he was not himself 
either uneducated or illiterate ; and 
was placed, perhaps, iu a situation 
more &vour^f)le Co the development 
^ gi*eat poetical talentSi than any 



assign- 
ed him. He was taught, at a very 
early age, to read and write; and 
soon after acquired a competent 
knowledge of French, together with 
the elements of Latin and geometry. 
His tiiste for reading was encouraged 
by his parents and many of his asso- 
ciates ; and, before he had ever com- 
posed a single stanza, he was not only 
familiar with many prose writers, but 
far more intimately acquainted with 
Pope, Shakspeare, and Thomson, 
than nine tenths of the youth that 
leave school for the university. These 
aiUhors, indeed, with some old collec- 
tions of songs, and the lives of Han- 
nibal and of sir William Wallace, 
were his habitual study from the first 
days of his childhood \ and, coopera- 
ting with the solitude of his rural oc- 
cupations, ^were sufficient to rouse 
his ardent and ambitious mind to the 
love and che practice of poetry. He 
had, as much scholarship, we iroa« 
gine;, as Shakspeare, and far better 
ifiodels to form his ear to harmony^ 
and. train his fancy to ^aceful in- 



venuon. 
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We ventured, on a former occa- 
sion, to say something of the effects 
of regular education, and of the gene- 
ral diffusion of literature, in repress- 
ing the vigour and originality of all 
kinds of mental exertion. That spe- 
culation was, perhaps, carried some- 
vhat too far ; but if ihe paradox have 
proof any where, it is in its applica- 
tion to poeti'y. Among well educated 
people, the standard writers of this 
description are at once so venerated 
dtaid so £Eimiliar, that it is thought 
equally impossible to rival them, and 
to write verses without attempting it. 
If there be one degree of fe^nie which 
excites emulation, there is another 
which leads to despair ; nor can we 
conceive any one less likety to add 
one to the short list of original poets, 
than a young man of fine fancy and 
delicate taste, who has acquired a 
high reKsfa for poetry, by perusing 
the most celebrated writers, and con- 
versing with the most intelligent 
judges* The head of such a person 
is filled, of course, with all the splen- 
did possafges of ancient and modem 
authors, &d with the fine and fasti- 
dious remarks which have been made 
even on these passages. When he 
turns his eyes, therefore, on his own 
conceptions, they can scarcely fail to 
appear rude and contemptible. He 
is perpetually haunted and depressed 
by the ideal presence of those great 
masters and their exacting criticks. 
He is aware to what comparisons his 
productions will be subjected among 
bis own friends and associates ; and 
recollects the derision with which so 
many rasb adventurers have been 
chased back to their obscurity. Thus, 
the merit of his g^eat predecessors 
chills, instead of encouraging his 
ardour; and the illustrious names 
which have already reached to the 
summit of excellence, act like the tall 
and spreading trees of the forest, 
which overshadow and strangle the 
saplings which have struck root in 
the soil below,— and afford shelter 
to notliuig but creepers and para- 
ges. ''*" 



There is, no doubt, In some few 
individuals, " that strong divinity of 
soul," — that decided and irresistible 
vocation to glory, which, in spite of 
all these obstructions, calls out, per- 
haps, once or twice in a century, a 
bold and original poet from the herd 
of scholars and academical literati. 
But the natural tendency of their 
studies, and by far the most common 
operaiion, is to repress originality, 
and discourage enterprise ; and either 
to change those whom nature meant 
for poets, into mere readers of poe- 
try, or to bring them out in the form 
of witty parodists, or ingenious imi- 
tators. Independent of the reasons 
which have been already suggested, 
it will, perhaps, be found too, that ne- 
cessity is the mother of invention in 
this as well as in the more vulgar 
arts ; or, at least, that inventive ge- 
nius will frequently slumber in inac- 
tion, where preceding ingenuity |ias 
in part supplied the wants of the 
owner. A solitary and uninstructed 
man, with lively feelings and an in- 
flammable imagination, will be easily 
led to exercise those gifts, and to oc- 
cupy and relieve his mind in poetical 
composition ; but if his education, his 
reading, and his society supply him 
with an abundant store of images and 
emotions, he will probably think but 
little of these internal resources, and 
feed his mind contentedly with what 
has been provided by the industry of 
others. 

To say nothing, therefore, of the 
distractions and the dissipation of 
mind that belong to the commerce of 
the worldi nor of the cares of minute 
accuracy and high finishing which 
are imposed on the professed scholar, 
there seem to be deeper reasons for 
the separation of originality and ac- 
complishment ; and for the partiality 
which has led poetry to choose al- 
most all her favourites among the re- 
cluse and uninstructed. A youth of 
quick parts, in short, and creative 
fancy,— with just so much reading as 
to guide his ambition, and rough-hew 
his notions of excellence,— if has lot 
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bi thrown tn humble retirement) 
where he has no reputation to lose, 
and whei'e he can easily hope to excel 
all that he sees around him, is much 
more likely, we think, to give him- 
self up to poetry, and to train him- 
self to habits of invention, than if he 
had been encumbered by the pretend- 
ed helps of extended study and lite- 
rary society. 

If these observations should fail to 
strike of themselves, they may, per- 
haps, derive additional weight from 
considering the very remarkable fact, 
that almost all the great poets of 
every country have appeared in an 
early stage of their history, and in a 
peiiod comparatively rude and unlet- 
ttered. Homer wenl forth like the 
morning star before the dawn of lite- 
rature in Greece ; and almost all the 
great and sublime poets of modem 
Europe are already between two and 
three hundred years old. Since that 
time, although books, and readers, and 
opportunities of reading are multi- 
plied a thousand fold, we have im- 
proved chiefly in point and terseness 
of expression, in the art of raillery, 
and in clearness and simplicity of 
thought. Force, richness, and variety 
of invention are now at least as rare 
as ever. But the literature and refine- 
ment of the age does not exist at all 
for a rustick and illiterate individual ; 
and, consequently, the present time 
is to him what the rude times of old 
were to the vigorous writers which 
adorned them. 

But though, for these and for other 
basons, we can see no propriety in 
regarding the poetry of Burns chiefly 
as the wonderful work of a peasant, 
and thus admiring it much in the 
same way as if it had been written 
with his toes ; yet there are pecu- 
liarities in his works which remind 
us of the lowness of his origin, and 
i^ults for which the defects of his 
education afford an obvious cause, if 
not a legitimate apology. In forming 
a correct estimate of these works, it 
is necessary to taHe into ?iccouat those 
peculiarities. 



The first is, the undisciptined 
harshness and acrimony of his invec- 
tive. The great boast of polished 
life is the delicacy, and even the ge- 
nerosity of its hostility, — that quality 
which is still the characteristick, as it 
is the denomination, of a gentleman, 
^•that principle which forbids us to 
attack the defenceless, to strike the 
fallen, or to mangle the slain, — and 
enjoins us, in forging the shafts of 
satire, to increase the polish exactly 
as we add to their keenness or their 
weight. For this, as well as for other 
things, we are indebted to chivalry ; 
and of this Burns had none. His in- 
genious and amiable biographer has 
spoken repeatedly in praise of his ta* 
lents for satire,— we think, with a 
most unhappy partiality. His epi- 
grams and lampoons appear to usy 
one and all, unworthy of him; — offen- 
sive from their extreme coarseness 
and violence, — and contemptible from 
their want of wit or brilliancy. They 
seem to have been written, not out of 
playful malice or virtuous indigna- 
tion ; but out of fierce and ungovern- 
able anger. His whole rai'lery con*- 
sists in railing ; and his satirical vein 
displays itself chiefly in calling names 
and in swearing. We say this mainly 
with a reference to his personalities. 
In many of his more general repre- 
sentations of life and manners, there 
is, no doubt, much that may be called 
satirical, mixed up with admirable 
humour, and description of inimita- 
ble vivacity. 

There is a similar want of polish^ 
or at least of respectfulness, in the 
general tone of his gallantry. He has 
written with more passion, perhaps, 
and more variety of natural feeling, 
on the subject of love, than any other 
poet whatsoever, — but with a fervour 
that is sometinlTes indelicate, and sel- 
dom accommodated to the timidity 
and " sweet, austere composure'* of 
women of refinement. He has ex- 
pressed admirably the feelings of au 
enamoured peasant, who, however re- 
ined or eloquent he may be, always 
approaches bis mistress op a footing 
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of equality ; but has never caug^ht 
that tone of chivalrous gaHaniry 
which uniformly abases itself in the 
presence of the object of its devotion. 
Accordingly, instead of suing for a 
smile^ or melting in a tear, his muse 
deals in nothing but locked embraces 
and midnight rencontres ; and, even 
in his complimentery effusions to la- 
dies of the highest rank, is for strain- 
ing them to the bosom of iheir impe- 
tuous votary. It is easy, accordingly, 
to see from his correspondence, that* 
many of his female patronesses 
shrunk from the vehement familiari- 
ty of his admiration ; and ther^are 
even some traits in the volumes be- 
fore us, from which we can gather, 
that he resented the shyness and es- 
trangement to which these feelings 
gave rise, with at least as little chi- 
valry as he had shown in producing 
them. 

But the leading vice in Burns's 
diaracter, and the cardinal deformity, 
iodeedy of all his productions, was his 
contempt, or affectation of contempt, 
for prudence, decency, and regulari- 
ty ; and his admiration of thought- 
lessness, oddity, and vehement sensi- 
bility ;— his belief, in short, in the 
^flensing pov)cr of genius and social 
feeling, in all matters of morality and 
common sense. This is the very 
slang of the worst German plays, and 
the lowest of our town made novels j 
nor can any thing be more lamenta- 
ble, than that it should have found a 
patron in such a man as Burns, and 
communicated to a great pail of his 
productions a character of immorali- 
ty, at once contemptible and hateful. 
It is but too true, that men of the 
highest genius have frequently been 
hurried by their passions into a viola- 
tion of prudence and duty ; and there 
is something generous, at least, in 
the apology which their admirers 
may make for them, on the score of 
their keener feelings and habitual 
want of reflection. But this apology, 
which is quite unsatisfactory in the 
mouth of another, beconies an insult 
and ap absurdity whenever it pro- 



ceeds from their own. A man may 
say of his friend, that he is a noble- 
hearted fellow, — too generous to be 
just, and with too much spirit to be 
always prudent and regular. But he 
cannot be allowed to say even this of 
himself; and still less to represent 
himself as a hairbrained, sentimental 
soul, constantly carried away by fine 
fancies and visions of love and philan- 
thropy, and born to confound and 
despise the cold blooded sons of pru- 
dence and , sobriety. This apology 
evidently destroys itself; for it shows 
that conduct to be the result of deli- 
berate system, which it affects at the 
same lime to justify as the fruit of 
mere thoughtlessness and casual im- 
pulse. Such protestations, therefore, 
will always be treated, as they de- 
serve, not only with contempt, but 
with incredulity ; and their magnani- 
mous authors set down as determined 
profligates, who seek to disguise their 
selfishness under a name somewhat 
less revolting. That profligacy is 
almost always selfishness, and that 
the excuse of impetuous feeling can 
hardly ever be justly pleaded for 
those who neglect the ordinary duties 
of life, must be apparent, we think, 
even to the least reflecting of those 
sons of fancy and song. It requires 
no habit of deep thinking, nor any 
thing more, indeed, than the infor- 
mation of an honest heart, to perceive 
that it is cruel and base to spend, in 
vain superfluities, that money which 
belongs of right to the pale, indus- 
trious tradesman and his famishing 
infants ; or that it is a vile prostitu- 
tion of language, to talk of that man's 
generosity or goodness of heart, who 
sits raving about friendship and phi- 
lanthropy in a tavern, while his wife's 
heart is breaking at her cheerless fire- 
side, and his children pining in soli- 
tary poverty. 

This pitiful cant of careless feeling 
and eccenirick genius, acconlingly, 
has never found much favour in the 
eyes of English sense and morality. 
The most signal effect which it ever 
produced, was on the muddy brains 
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of some German y<mth,ivho left Col- 
lege in a body to rob on the highway, 
because Schiller Imd represented the 
captain of a gang as so very noble a 
creature.— But in this country, we 
believe, a predilection for that ho* 
nourahle profession must have pre- 
ceded this admiration of the charac- 
ter. The style we have been speak- 
ing of, accordingly, is now the hero- 
icks only of the hulks and the house 
of correction ; and has no chance, 
we suppose, of being greatly admired, 
except in the farewell speech of a 
young gentleman preparing for Bo- 
tany Bay. 

It is humiliating to think how 
deeply Burns has fallen into this de- 
basing erraur. He is perpetually 
making a parade of his thoughtless- 
ness, inflammability, and imprudence, 
and talking, with much complacency 
and exultation, of the offence he has 
occasioned to the sober and correct 
part of mankind. This odious slang 
infects almost all his prose, and a 
very great projwrtion of his poetry j 
and is, we are persuaded, the chief, 
if not the only source of the disgust 
with which, in spite of his genius, we 
know that he is regarded by many 
very competent and liberal judges. 
His apology, too, we are willing to 
believe, is to be found in the original 
lowness of his situation, and the 
slightness of his acquaintance with 
the world. With his talents and 
powers of observation, he could not 
have seen much of the beings who 
echoed this raving, without feeling 
for them that distrust and contempt 
which would have made him blush 
to think he had ever stretched over 
ihem the protecting shield of his 
genius. 

Akin to this most lamentable trait of 
vulgarity, and, indeed, in some mea- 
sure arising out of it, is that perpetual 
boast of his own independence, which 
is obtruded upon the readers of Bums 
in almost every page of his writings. 
The sentiment itself is noble, and it 
js often finely expressed ; — ^but a gen- 
tleman would only have expressed it 



when he was insulted or provc^ed % 
and would never have made it a spon- 
taneous theme to those friends in 
whose estimation he felt that his ho- 
nour stood clear. It is mixed up too, 
in Burns, with too fierce a tone of de- 
fiance ; and indicates rather the pride 
of a sturdy peasant, than the calm 
and natund elevation of a generous 
mind. 

The last of the symptoms of rus- 
ticity which we think it necessary tp 
notice in the works of this extraordi- 
nary man, is that frequent mistake of 
mere exaggeration and violence for 
fortte and sublimity, which has defa- 
ced so much of his prose composi* 
tion, and given an air of heaviness 
and labour to a good deal of his se* 
rious poetry. The truth is, that his 
forte was in humour and in pathos—- 
or rather in tenderness of feeling ; 
and that he has very seldom succeed- 
ed, either where mere wit and 
sprightliness, or where great energy 
and weight of sentiment were requi- 
site. He had evidently a \tTy false 
and crude notion of what constitutes 
•trength of writing; and instead of 
that simple and brief directness 
which stamps the character of vigour 
upon every syllable, has generally 
had recourse to a mere accumulatioa 
of hyperbolical expressions, which 
encumber the diction instead of exalt- 
ing it, and show the determination to 
be impressive, without the power of 
executing iu This errour also we 
are inclined to ascribe entirely to the 
defects of his education. The value 
of simplicity in the expression of pas- 
sion is a lesson, we believe, of nature 
and of genius ; — but its importance 
in mere grave and impressive wri- 
ting is one of the latest discoveries 
of rhetorical experience. 

With the allowances and excep- 
tions we have now stated, we think 
Burns entitled to the rank of a great 
and original genius. He has, in all 
his compositions, great force of con- 
ception ; and great spirit and anima- 
tion in its expression. He has taken 
a large range through the region of 

Digitized by Vji^VJV IC 



REUQUB9 OF BUHNS* 



YS 



fancy, and naturalized himself in al- 
most all her climates. He has great 
humour ; great powers of descrip- 
tion ; great pathos ; and great dis- 
crimination of character* Almost 
every thing that he says has spirit 
and originality ; and every thing that 
he says well, is characterized by a 
charming facility, which gives a 
grace even to occasional rudeness, 
and communicates to the reader a 
delightful sympathy with the spon- 
taneous soaring and conscious inspi- 
ration of the poet. 

Considering the reception which 
these works have met with from (he 
publick, and the long period during 
which the greater part of them have 
been in thek possession, it may ap- 
pear superfluous to say any thing as 
to their characteristick or peculiar 
merit. Though the ultimate judg- 
ment of the publick, however, be al- 
ways sound, or at least decisive, as to 
its general result, it is not always 
Tery apparent upon what grounds it 
has proceeded ; nor in consequence 
of what, or in spite of what, it has 
tieen obtained. In Burns's works 
there is much to censure, as well as 
much to praise ; and as time has not 
yet separated his ore from its dross, 
it may be worth while to state, in a 
very general way, what we presume 
to anticipate as the result of this se- 
paration. Without pretending to en- 
ter at all into the comparative merit 
of particular passages, we may ven- 
ture to lay it down as our opinion,— 
that his poetry is far superiour to his 
prose ; that his Scottish compositions 
are greatly to be preferred to his 
English ones ; and that his songs 
will probably outlive all his other 
productions. A very few remarks on 
isoch of these subjects will compre- 
hend almost all that we have to say 
of the volumes now before us. 

The prose works of Burns con- 
sist, almost entirely, of his letters. 
They bear, as well as his poetry, the 
seal and the impress of his genius ; 
but they contain much more bad 
(isle, imd arc written with far more 



apparent labour. His poetry was al- 
most all written primarily from feel- 
ing, and only secondarily from ambi- 
tion. His letters seem to have been 
nearly all composed as exercises, and 
for display. There are few of them 
written with simplicity or plainness ; 
and though natural enough as to the 
sentiment, they arc generally very 
strained and elaborate in the expres- 
sion. A very great proportion of 
them^ too, relate neither to focts nor 
feelings peculiarly connected with 
the author or his correspondent ; but 
are made up of general declamation, 
moral reflections, and vague discus- 
sions, — all evidently composed for 
the sake of effect, and frequently in- 
troduced with long complaints of 
having nothing to say, and of the 
necessity and difficulty of letter-wri- 
ting 

By far the best of these composi- 
tions are such as we should consider 
as exceptions from this general cha- 
racter, such as contain some speci- 
flck information as to himself, or are 
suggested by events or observations 
directly applicable to his correspon- 
dent. One of the best, perhaps, is 
that addressed to Dr. Moore, contain- 
ing an account of his early life, of 
which Dr. Currie has made such a 
judicious use in his biography* It 
is written with great clearness and 
characteristick effect, and contains 
many touches of easy humour and 
natural eloquence. We are struck, 
as we open the book accidentally, 
with the following original applica- 
tion of a classical image, by this un- 
lettered rustick. Talking of the first 
vague aspirations of his own gigan- 
tick mind, he says— we think very 
finely : " I had felt some early stir- 
rings of ambition ; but they were the 
blind gropings of Homer's Cyclop 
round the walls of his cave." Of his 
other letters, those addressed to Mrs. 
Dunlop are, in our opinion, by far the 
best. He appears, from first to last, 
to have stood somewhat in awe of this 
excellent lady, and to have been no 
less sensibkbi^ei»SKJ<©^iMdgnient 
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and strict sense of propriety, than of 
her steady and generous partiality* 
The following passage, we think, is 
striking and characteristick. 

** I own myself so little a presbyterian, 
that 1 approve of set times and seasons 
of more than ordinai'v acts of devotion, 
for breaking in on that habituated routine 
of life and thouc^ht which is so apt to re- 
duce our existence to a kind of instinct, 
or even sometimes, and with some minds, 
to a state very little superiour to mere 
machinery. 

" This day, the first Sunday of May j a 
breezy, blue-skycd noon, some time about 
tlie beginning', and a lioau'v morning" and 
calm, sunny day about tbtfeiid, of autumn ; 
— ^these, time out of mind, have been 
witJi me a kind of holyday. 

**I believe I owe this to that glorious 
paper in the Spectator, * The "Vision of 
Mirza ;' a piece that struck my young" 
fancy before I was capa])lc of fixing- an 
idea' to a word of three syllables. * On 
the 5th day of the moon, which, accoi-d- 
ing to the custom of my forefathers, 1 
always keep Itoiu, ufter having washed 
myself, and ofiered up my morning devo- 
tions, I ascended the high hill of Hagdat, 
in order to pass the r^^st of the day in 
meditation and prayer.* 

** We know notiimg, or next to nothing', 
of the substance or structure of our souls : 
so cannot account for those seeming- ca- 
prices in them, th:it one sliould l>c parti- 
cularly pleased \yith this thing-, or struck 
with that, which, on minds of a difterent 
cast, makes no extraordinary impi*ession. 
1 have some favourite flowers in spring-, 
amon|i^ which are the mountain-daisy, tlic 
hare-bell, the fox-glove, the wild brier- 
rose, the budding- birch, and the hoary 
hawthorn, thut I view and hangover with 
particular delight. I never hear the loud, 
soli t:iry whistle of the curlew in a summer 
noon, or the wild mixing cadence of a 
ti*oop of gi*ay plover in an auiunmal mom- 
ine:, without feeling an elevation of soul 
tike the enthusiasm of devotion or poetry. 
Tell me, my dear friend, to what can this 
be owing ? Are we a piece of machiner}', 
which, like the Eolianharp,p:iSsive, takes 
the impression of the passing accident? 
Or do tliese workings argue something 
within us above the ti'odden clod ?'* II. p. 
195—197. 

To this we may add the following 
passage, as a part, indeed, of the 
same picture. 

" I'licre is scarcely any earthly object 
gives nje more — I do not know if 1 shouhl 
cuU it pleasure— but something wluch 



%salt8 me — sonnethlng whiclr enraptured 
me — than to walk in the sheltered side of 
a wood, or high plantation, in a cloudy 
winter day, and hear the stormy wini 
howling among the trees, and raving over 
the plain. It is my best season for devo- 
tion. My mind is wrapt up in a kind o'f 
enthusiasm to Nim, who. In the pompous 
language of the Hebrew bard, * walks on 
the wings of the wind."- II. p. 11. 

The following is one of the best 
and most striking of a whole series 
of eloquent hypochondriasra. 

" After six weeks confinement, I am be- 
ginning to walk across the room. They 
have been six hoirihle weeks ; — anguish, 
and low spirits made me unfit to read, 
write, or tlunk. 

** I have a hundred times wished that one 
could resign life as an officer i-esigns a 
commission : for I would not take in any 
poor, ignorant wretch, by selHng our. 
Lately I was a sixpenny private; and, 
God knows, a miserable soldier enough. 
Now I mai*ch to the campaign, a starr- 
ing- cadet, — a little more conspicuously 
wretched. 

** I am ashamed of all this ; for thoup^h 1 
do want bravery for the warfare of life, f 
could wish, like some other soldiers, to 
have as much fortitude or cunning as to 
iUssemble or conceal my cowardice." II. 
p. 127—128. 

One of the most striking letters in 
the cttllection, and, to us, one of the 
most interesting, is the earliest of 
the whole series ; being addressed to 
his father in 1781, six or seven years 
before his name had been heard of 
out of his own family. The author 
was then a common flax-dresser, and 
his father a poor peasant. Yet there 
is not one trait of vulgarity, either in 
the thought or the expression ; but) 
on the contrary, a dignity and eleva- 
tion of sentiment, which must have 
been considered as of good omen in 
a youth of much higher condition. 
The letter is as follows. 

" Honoured Sir, — I have purposely de- 
layed writing, in the hope tliat I sliould 
have the pleasure of seeing you on New- 
year's day; but work comes so hard 
upon us, that I do not choose to be absent 
on that account, as well as for some other 
little reasons, which I shall tell you at 
meeting. My health is nearly the same 
as wheti you were here, only my sleep is 
a litth" sounder, and, on th^ whole, I am 
r:,«hcr better »h,«|i^ot|je,^^^^^ough I 
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ftend by very slow degrees. The weab* 
ness of my nerves has so debilitated my 
mind, that I dare neither review past 
vants, nor look forward into futuritv ; for 
the least anxiety or perturbation in my 
breast, produces most unhappy effects on 
my whole frame. Sometimes, indeed, 
when for an hour or two my spirits are a 
little lightened, I glimmer a little into 
futurity; but my principal, and indeed 
my only pleasurable .employment, is look- 
ing backwards and forwards in a moral 
and religious way. I am quite transport- 
ed at the thought, that ere long, perhaps 
Tcry soon, I shall bid an eternal adieu to 
aUthe pains, and uneasinesses, and dis- 
quietudes of this weary life ; for I assure 
you I am heartily tired of it ; and, if I do 
toot very much deceive myself, I could 
contentedly and gladly resign it. 

The soul, uneasy, and confined at home. 
Rests and expatiates in a life to come. 

•• It is for this reason I am more pleased 
with the IStli, 16th, and 17tli verses of 
the 7th chapter of Revelation, than with 
any ten times as many verses in the 
whole Bible, and would not exchange the 
noble enthusiasm with which they inspire 
me for all that this work! has to offer. As 
for this world, I despair of ever making 
a figiu-e in it. I am not formed for the 
bustle of the busy, nor the flutter of the 
gay. I shall never again be capable of 
entering into such scenes. Indeed 1 am 
ahogethcr unconcerned at the tlioughts 
of this life. I foresee that poverty and 
obscurity probably await me, and I am in 
some measure prepared, and daily pre- 
paring to meet them. I have but just 
time and paper to I'Ctum you my grateful 
thanks for the lessons of virtue and piety 
you have given me ; which were too much 
neglected at the time of giving tliem, but 
which, I hope, have been remembered ere 
It is yet too late." I. p. 99—101. 

Before proceeding to take any par- 
ticular notice of his poetical coropo- 
sitions, we must apprize our southern 
readers, that all his best pieces are 
written in Scotch ; and thaTit is im<- 
posaible for them to form any ade- 
quate judgment of their merits, with- 
out a pretty long residence among 
those who still use that language. 
To be able to translate the words, is 
but a small part of the knowledge 
that is necessary. The whole genius 
and idiom of the language must be 
^miliar ; and the characters, and ha- 
bits, and associations of those who 
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speak it. We beg leave too, in pasi^ 
ing, to observe, that this Scotch is 
not to be considered as a provincial 
dialect,— -the vehicle only of rustick 
vulgarity and rude local humour. It 
is the language of a whole country y— 
long an independent kingdom, and 
still separate in laws, character and 
manners. It is by no means peculiar 
to the vulgar ; but is the common 
speech of the whole nation in early 
life, — and with many of its most 
exalted and accomplished individuals 
thix>ughout their whole existence; 
and, if it be true that, in later times* 
it has been, in some measure, laid 
aside by the more ambitious and as- 
piring of the present generation, it is 
still recollected, even by them, as the 
familiar language of their childhood, 
and of those who were the earliest 
objects of their love and veneration* 
It is connected, in their imaginationi 
not only with that olden time which 
is uniformly conceived as more pui'e, 
lofty and simple than the present, 
but also with all the soft and bright 
coloiu*s of remembered childhood 
and doroestick affection. All its 
phrases conjure up images of school- 
day innocence, and sports, and friend- 
ships which have no pattern in suc- 
ceeding years. Add to all this, that 
it is the language of a great body of 
poetry, with which almost all Scotch- 
men are familiar ; and, in particular, 
of a great multitude of songs, written 
with more tenderness, nature, and 
feeling, than any other lyrick com- 
positions that are extant, and we may 
perhaps be allowed to say, that the 
Scotch is, in reality, a highly poetical 
language ; and that it is an ignorant, 
as well as an illiberal prejudice, M^bich 
would seek to confound it with the 
barbarous dialects of Yorkshire or 
Devon* In cbmposing his Scottish 
poems, therefore. Bums did not 
make an instinctive and necessary 
use of the only dialect he could em- 
ploy. The last letter which we have 
quoted, proves, that before he had 
penned a single couplet, he -could 
write in the JalecVo^^Jpd with 
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far greater purity and propriety than 
nine tenths of those who are called 
weU educated in that country. He 
Wrote in Scotch, because the writings 
which he most aspired to imitate 
were composed in that language ; and 
it is evident) from the variations pre- 
served by Dr. Cunie, that he took 
much greater pains with the beauty 
and purity of his expressions in 
Scotch than in English ; and, every 
one who understands both, must ad- 
mit, with infinitely better success. 

We have said that Burns is almost 
equally distinguished for his tender- 
ness and his humour:— -we might 
have added, for a faculty of combin- 
ing them both In the same subject^ 
not altogether without pai*allel in the 
older poets and bailadmakers, but al- 
together singular, we think, among 
modem criticks. The passages of 
pure humour are entirely Scottish, 
—-and untranslateable. They consist 
in the most picturesque representa- 
tions of life and manners, enlivened, 
and even exalted by traits of exquisite 
sagacity, and unexpected reflection* 
His tenderness is of two sorts ; that 
which is combined with circumstan- 
ces and characters of humble, and 
sometimes ludicrous simplicity ; and 
that which is produced by gloomy 
and distressful impressions acting on 
a mind of keen sensibility. The pas- 
sages which belong to the former 
description are, we think, the most 
exquisite and original, and, in our 
estimation, indicate the greatest and 
most amiable turn of genius ; both 
as being accompanied by fine and 
feeling pictures of humble life, and 
as i*equiring that delicacy, as well as 
justness of conception, by which 
alone the fastidiousness of an ordi- 
nary reader can be reconciled to such 
representations. The exquisite de- 
scription of " The Cotter's Satuixiay 
Night,*' affords, perhaps, the finest 
example of this sort of pathetick. 
Its whole beauty cannot, indeed, be 
discerned but by those whom expe- 
rience has enabled to judge of the 



admirable fidelity and completeness 
of the picture. 

The sensibility which is associated 
with simple imagery and gentle me» 
lancholy, is to us the most winning 
and attractive. But Burns has also 
expressed it when it is merely the 
instrument of tortUre, of keen re- 
morse and tender, agonizing regret. 
There are some strong traits of the 
former feeling, in the poems enticed 
the Lament, Despondency, &c. when, 
looking back to the times 
" When love's luxurious pulse beat high,*' 
he bewails the consequences of his 
own irregularities. There is some- 
thing cumbrous and inflated, how- 
ever, in the diction of these pieces* 
We are infinitely more moved with 
his Elegy upon Highland Mary. 
Of this first love of the poet, 
we are indebted to Mr. Cromek for 
a brief, but very striking account, 
from the pen of the poet himself. 
In a note on an early song inscribed 
to this mistress, he had recorded in 
a manuscript book. 

'* My Higfhland lassie was a warm- 
hearted, charming young creature as ever 
blessed a man with generous love. After 
a pretty long tract of the most ardent 
reciprocal attachment, we met, by ap- 
pointment, on the second Sunday of May, 
in a sequestered spot by the banks of 
Ayr, where we spent tlie day in taking 
a farewell, before she should embark fw 
the West Highlands, to arrange matters 
among her friends for our projected 
change of life. At tlie close oi Autumn 
following, she crossed the sea. to meet 
me at Greenock ; where she had scarce 
landed when she was seized with a ma- 
lignant fever, which hurried mv dear girl 
to tlic grave in a few days, before I could 
even hear of her illness." . V. p. 237-8. 

Mr. Cromek has added,, in a note, 
the following interesting particulars, 
though without specifying the autho- 
rity upon which he details them. 

" This adieu was performed with all 
tliose simple and striking ceremonials 
which rustlck sentiment has devised to 
prolong tender emotions and to inspire 
awe. The lovers stood on each side of a 
small purling brook; they laved their 
hands in its hmped stream, and, holding 
a Bible between them, pronounced their 
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vwa to be fkith£i|l to etch other. They 
parted— never to meet a^^ain ! 

'* The anniversary ox Mary CampbeWt 
death (for that was her name) awakening 
in the sensitive mind of Bums the most 
lively emotion, he retired from his family, 
then residing on the farm of EUisland, 
and wandered, solitary, on the banks of 
the Nith, and about the farm yard, in tJie 
extremest agitation of mind, nearly the 
whole of the night. His agitation was so 
^reat, that he threw himself on the side 
ef a com stack, and there conceived his 
sublime and tender elegy— -his address 
To Mary m Heaven, V. p. 238. 

Of his pieces of humour, the tale 
of Tarn o' Shanter is probably the 
best : though there are traits of infi- 
nite merit in Scotch Drink, the Holy 
Fair, the Hallow E'en, and several 
of the songs ; in all of which, it is . 
Tery remarkable, that he rises occa- 
sionally into a strain of beautiful de- 
scription or lofty sentiment, far above 
the pitch of his original conception. 
The poems of observation on life 
and characters, are the Twa Dogs, 
and the various epistles, all of which 
show very extraordinary sagacity and 
powers of expression. They are writ- 
ten, however, in so broad a dialect, 
that we dare not venture to auote 
any part of them. The only pieces 
that can be classed under the head of 
pure fiction, are the Two Bridges of 
Ayr, and the Vision. In the last, 
there are some vigorous and striking 
lines. 

There is another fragment, called 
a Vision, which belongs to a higher 
order of poetry* If Bums had never 
written any thing else, the power of 
description, and the vigour of the 
whole composition, would have enti- 
tled him to the remembrance of pos- 
terity. 
•• The winds were laid, the .lir was still. 

The stars they shot alang the sky ; 
The fox was howling on tlie hill. 

And the distant-echoing glens reply. 
The stream adown its hazelly path, 
Was rushing by the ruined wa's, 
llasting to join the sweeping Nith, 
Whase distant roaring swells an* fa's. 

The cauld blue nortli was streaming forth 
Her lights, wi' hissing eerie din ; 

Athort the lift they 8t.art and shift. 
Like fortune's favours, tint as win 



By heedless chance I tamM mine eyes. 
And by the moon-beam, shook, to see 

A stem and stalwart ghaist arise. 
Attired as minstrels wont to be. 

Had I a statue been o' stane, 

His darin look had daunted me ; 
And on his bonnet graved was plain. 

The sacred posy— Liberty ! 
And frae his harp sic strains did flow. 
Might rous'd the slumbering dead t^ 
hear; 
But oh, it was a tale of wo. 

As ever met a Briton's ear ! 
He sang wi* joy the former day. 

He weeping wail'd his latter times.— 
But what he swd it was nae play, 
I winna ventur't in my rhymes." IV. p. 

344—46. 
Some verses written for a hermi- 
tage, sound like the best parts of 
Grongar Hill. The reader may take 
these few lines as a specimen. 
♦« As thy day gfrows warm and high. 
Life's meridian flaming nig^. 
Dost thou spurn the humble vale } 
Life's proud summits woukl'st thou 

scale} 
Danger's, eagle-pinioned, bold. 
Soar araund each cliffy hold, 
While cheerful peace, with linnet tong. 
Chants the lowly dells among.** IIL p. 

209. 
There is a little copy of versed 
upon a newspaper, at p. 345, of Dr. 
Currie's 4th volume, written in the 
same condensed style, and only want- 
ing translation into English to be 
worthy of Swift. 

The finest piece, of the strong and 
nervous sort, however, is undoubt- 
edly the addi*esa of Robert Bruce to 
his army at Bannockburn, beginning : 
*' Scots, wba hae wi* Wallace bled.'' 
The Death-song, beginnings 
** Farewell, thou fair day, thou green earth 

and ye skies, 
Now gay with the bright-setting sun," 
is to us less pleasing. There arc 
specimens, however, of such vigour 
and emphasis scattered through l^^^ 
whole works, as are sure to mak^ 
themselves and their author remem- 
bered ; for instance, that noble de- 
scription of a dying soldier. 

** Nae cauld, faint-heartfid doublings tease 

liim : 
D^nth comes ; wi' fcaricss eye he^ee'^ 
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Wi bliii4x hMid a w^Ieome gi*es him ; 
An* whan he fa's. 
His latest dratight o' breathin lea'es him 

In faint huzzas." UI. p. 27. 
The whole song of" For a' that," it 
written with extraordinary spirit. The 
first stansa ends ; 
** For rank is but the guinea stamp ; 
The man'f the goud for a* that" 
•—AH the songs, indeed) abound with 
traits of this kind. We s^ect the 
following at random. 
** O woman, lovely, woman fair! 
An angel form's faun to thy share, 
'Twad been o'er meikle to've gi'en thee 

mair, 
I mean an angel mind." IV. p. 330. 

Before concluding upon this sub* 
ject, we must beg leave to express 
our dissent from the poet's amiable 
luid judicious biographer, in what 
he says of the general harshness 
and imdeness of his versification. 
Dr. Currie, we are afraid, was 
not Scotchman enough to com- 
prehend the ^ht/t prosody of the 
verses to whicl|.TO alluded. Most 
of the Scottish pieces are more care- 
fully versift^d thaQ,^e English ; and 
we appeal to oqi^f^uthem readers, 
whether there be any want of harmo- 
ny in the following stanza* 
•• Wild beats my heav^ to trace your steps, 

Whose ancestors, m days of yore. 
Through hostile ranks and ruined gaps 

Old Scotia's bloody lion bore : 
Even /who sing in nistick lore, 

Happy mtf sires have left their shed. 
And fac'd grim danger's loudest roar. 

Bold-following where w<mr fathers led!" 
m. p. 233. 

The following is not quite English ; 
but it is intelligible to all readers of 
English, and may satisfy them that 
the Scottish song writer was not 
habitually negligent of his numbers. 
♦* Their groves o* sweet myille let foreign 
lands reckon. 

Where bright-beaming summers exalt 
the perfume ; 
par dearer to me yon lone glen o' green 
breckan, 

Wi' the bum stealing under the lang 
yellow broom. 
Far dearer to me are yon humble broom 
bowers, 

Where the blue bcU and gowan lurk 
lowly upseen; 



For there, lightly trippiag ama«g the wild 
flowers, 
A listening the linnet, afl wanders my 
Jean. 

Though rich is tlie breeze in their gay 

sunny rallies. 
And cauid, Caledonia's blast on the 

wave; 
Their sweet-scented woodlands that skh-t 

the proud palace. 
What are they ? The haunt o* the tyrant 

and slave ! 
The slave's spicy forests, and g^ld-bub* 

bli^g fountains. 
The brave Caledonian views wi' dis- 
dain; 
He wanders as free as the winds of his 

mountains, 
Save love's willing fetters, the chains o* 

his Jean." IV. p. 228-9. 
If We have been able to inspire our 
readers with any portion of our own 
admiration for this extraordinary wri- 
ter, they will readily forgive us for 
the irregularity of which we have 
been guilty, in introducing so long 
an account of his whole works, un- 
der colour of the additional volume 
of which we have prefixed the title 
to this article. The truth is, howe- 
ver, that unless it be taken in con- 
nexion with his other works, the 
present volume has little interest, 
and could not be made the subject 
of any intelligible observations.- It 
is made up of some additional lettei^, 
of middling merit — of complete co- 
pies of others, of which Dr. Currie 
saw reason to publish only ex- 
tracts ; of a number of remarks, by 
Burns, on old Scottish songs ; and 
finally, of a few additional poems 
and songs, certainly not disgraceful 
to the author, but scarcely fitted to 
add to his reputation. The world, 
however, is indebted, we think, to 
Mr. Cromek's industry for this ad- 
dition to 80 popular an author ; and 
the friends of the poet, we are sure, 
are indebted to his good taste, mo- 
deration and delicacy, for havii% 
confined it to the pieces which are 
now printed. Bums wrote many 
rash, many violent, and many inde- 
cent things ; of which we hare no 
doubt mfiny specimens must have 
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ttlen into the bands of so diligent t 
<;ollector. He has, however, careful- 
ly suppressed every thing of this de- 
scription, and shown that the tender- 
ness for this author's memory, which 
is the best proof of the veneration 
with which he regards his talents. 
We shall now see if there be any 
thing in the volume which deserves 
to be particularly noticed. 

The preface is very amiable, and 
well written. Mr. Cromek speaks 
•with becoming respect and affection 
of Dr. Currie, the learned biogra- 
pher and editor of the poem, and with 
great modesty of his own qualifica- 
tions. 

** As an apology," he says, ** for any de- 
fects of my own Uiat may appear in this pub- 
lication, I beg to observe that I am by pro- 
fession an artist, and not an autlior. In 
the manner of laying them before the 
publick, I honestly r'eclare that .1 have 
done my best; and I trust I may fairly 
presume to hope, that the man wJio has 
contributed to extend the bounds of lite- 
Tatore, by adding another genuine vohimc 
to the writings of Robert Buims, has some 
claim on the gratitude of his countrymen. 
On this occasion, I certainly feel some- 
thing of that sublime and heart-swelling 
gratification which he experiences, who 
casts another stone on the cairn of a 
great and lamented chief." Prtf. p. xi. 
3ui. 

Of the letters, which occupy near- 
ly half the volume, we cannot* on the 
whole, express any more favourable 
<^inion than that which we have al- 
ready ventured to pronounce on the 
prose compositions of this author in 
general. Indeed they abound, ra- 
ther more than those foimerly pub- 
lished, in ravings about sensibility 
and imprudence ; in common swear- 
ing, and in professions of love for 
ivhiskey. By &r the best, are those 
irhich are addressed to Miss Chai- 
niers ; and that chiefly, because they 
seem to be written with less effort, 
aod at the same time vrith more re- 
spect for bis correspondent* The 
following was written at a most criti- 
cal period of his life ; and the good 
ieelmgs and good sense which it dis- 
plays, only make us regret more 



deeply that they were not attended 

with greater firmness. 

" Shortly after my last retiuTi to A}T- 
shire, I married • my Jean.* This was 
not in consequence of the attachment to 
romance, perhaps; but I had a long and 
much-loved fellow-creature's hi^;>|Mness or 
misery in my determination, and I durst 
not trifle with so important a dcpositc. 
Nor have I any cause to repent it. If I 
have not got polite tattle, modish man- 
ners, and fashionable dress, I am not sick- 
ened and disrated with the multiform 
curse of boarding-school affectation ; and 
I have got the liandsomcst figure, tlie 
sweetest temper, the soundest constitu- 
tion, and the kindest heart in the county. 
Mrs. Bums believes, as firmly as her 
creed, that I am & plui bel eaprit^ et le 
pins howiete komme in the universe; al- 
though she scai-cely ever in her life, ex- 
cept the scriptui-es of the Old and New 
Testament, and the Psalms of David in 
metre, spent five minutes together on 
either prose or verse. I must except also 
fW>m this last, a certain late publication 
of Scots poemsy which she has perused 
very devoutly ; and all the ballads in the 
country-, as slie has (O the partial lover ! 
you will cry) the finest * wood-note wild' 
I ever heard. I am the more particular 
in this lady's character, as I know she 
will henceforth have the honour of a 
share in your best wishes. She is still at 
Maucliline, as I am biulding my house : 
for this hovel tliat I shelter in, while oc- 
casionally here, is pervious to every blast 
that blows, and every shower tlial falls ; 
and I am only presti-ved from being chil- 
led to death, by being sufibcated with 
smoke. I do not find my farm that penny- 
worth I was taught to 'expect; but I be- 
lieve, in time, it may be a saving baj-gain. 
You will be pleased to hear that I have 
laid aside idle eclat, and bind every day 
after my reapers. 

** To save me from that horrid situation 
of at any time going down, in a losing 
biu-gain of a farm, to misciy, I have taken 
mv excise instructions, and* have my com- 
mission in my pocket for any emergency 
of fortune. If I could set all before your 
view, whatever disrespect you, in com. 
mon with the world, have for this busi- 
ness, I know you would approve of my 
idea." V. p. 74, 75. 

We may add the following, for the 
sake of connexion. 

" I know not how the word exciseman, 
or still more opprobriua, pratjgcr, will 
sound in your ears. I too, have seen the 
day when my audilory nerves wmikl liavo 
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felt very delicately on this subject ; but a 
•wife and children are thinp which have 
a wonderful power in blunting theae kind 
of sensations. Fifty pounds a year for 
life, and a provision for widows and or- 
phansy you will allow is no bad settlement 
for a poet. For the ignominy of the pro- 
fession, I have the encouragement which 
1 once heard a recruiting serjeant give 
to a numerous, if not a respectable audi- 
ence, in the streets of Kilmarnock >— 
** Gentlemen, for your further and better 
encouragement 1 can assure you, that 
our regiment is the most blackguard 
corps under the crown, and conscqu'cntly 
with us an honest fellow has the surest 
chance for preferment." V. p. 99, 100. 

It would have been as well if Mr. 
Cromek had left out the history of 
Mr. Hamilton's dissensions with his 
parish minister ; Bums's apolojjy to 
a gentleman with whom he had a 
drunken squabble ; and the anecdote 
of his being used to ask ,f6r more ti» 
^ory when visiting in the country, 
under the pretext of fortifying him- 
self against the terrours of a little 
wood he had to pass through in going 
home. The most interesting passa- 
ges, indeed, in this part of the vo- 
lume, are those for which we arc 
indebted to Mr. Cromek himself. 
He informs us, for instance, in a 
note : 

** One of Bums's remarks, when he 
iirst came to Edinbtrgh, was, that be- 
tween tlie men of fusiick life and the 
polite world he obser\'ed little difference 
— that in the former, though unpolished 
by fashion, and unenlightened by science, 
he had found much observation and much 
intelligence; but a refined and accom- 
plislicd woman was a being almost new 
10 liim, and of which he had formed but 
a vcM-y inadequate idea." Y, p. 68, 69. 

lie adds also, in another place« 
that " the poet, when questioned 
about his habits of composition, re- 
plied : " All my poetry is the effect 
of easy composition, but of laborious 
correction.'* It is pleasing to know 
those things, even if they were real- 
ly as trifling as to a superficial oh- 
scrver they may probably appear. 
There is a very amiable letter from 
Mr. Murdoch, the poet's early pre- 
ceptor, at p. Ill; and a very splen- 
fi'u\ one from INIr. Uloomfield, at p. 



135. As nothing is more rare, amoBf 
the minor poets than a candid ac« 
knowledgment of their own inferi- 
ority- we think Mr. Bloomfield well 
entitled to have his magnanimity re- 
corded. 

*< The illustrious soul that has left 
amongst us the name of Bums, has often 
been lowered down to a comparison with 
me; but the comparison exists more in 
circumstances than inessentials. That man 
stood up with the stamp of superiour intel- 
lect on bis brow; a visible greatness: and 
Cat and patriotick subjects would ovif 
e called into action the powers of his 
mind, which lay inactive while he played 
calmly and exquisitely the pastoral pipe. 
*• The letters to which I have alluded 
in my preface to the * Rural Tales/ 
were friendly warnings, pointed with im- 
mediate reference to the fate of that ex- 
traordinary man. * Remember Bums/ 
has been the watchword of my friends. 
I do remember Bums ; but I am ntt 
Bums ! I have neither his fire to fan or to 
quench! nor his passions to control! 
Where then is my merit, if I make a 
peaceful voyage on a smooth sea, and 
with no mutiny on board >" V. p. 135, 136. 

The observations on Scottish songs, 
which fill nearly 1 50 pages, are, on 
the whole, minute and trifling; 
though the exquisite justness of the 
poet's taste, and his fine relish of 
simplicity in this species of compo* 
sition, is no less remarkable here 
than in his correspondence with Mr. 
Thomson. Of all other kinds of poe- 
try, he was so indulgent a judge, 
that he may. almost be termed an 
indiscriminate admirer. We find, 
too, from these observations, that se* 
veral songs and pieces of songs, 
wliich he printed as genuine an^ 
tiques, were really of his own com- 
position* 

The commonplace book, from 
which Dr. Currie had formerly se- 
lected all that he thought worth pub- 
lication, is next given entire by Mr. 
Cromek. We were quite as well, 
we think, with the extracts ;— «at ail 
events, there was no need for re- 
printing what had been given by Dr. 
Currie— a remark which is equally 
applicable to the letters of which we 
had formerly extracts. 
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Of the additional poems which 
ferm tBe concluding part of the vo« 
faame, we have but Utile to say. We 
have little doubt of their authenticity; 
for, though the editor has omitted, 
in almost every instance, to specify 
the source from which they were de- 
rived, they certainly bear the stamp 
of the author's manner and genius. 
They are not, however, of his purest 
metal, nor marked with his finest 
die. Several of them have appeared 
in print already ; and the songs are, 
as usual, the best. This little lamen- 
tation of a desolate damsel, b tender 
and pretty. 

•• My father pat me frae his door. 

My friends they hae disown'd me a* 
Bat I hae ane will tak my part. 
The bonie lad that'a far awa. 
•• A pair o* gloves he gfave to me. 

And si&en snoods he gave me twa ; 
And I will wear them {pr bin 8akc» 
The bonie lad that's far awa. 

•• The weary winter soon will pass. 

And spring will deed the birken-shaw; 

And my sweet babie will be bom, 
And he'll come hame that's far awa." 
V. p. 432, 433. 

We now reluctantly dismiss this 
subject* We scarcely hoped, when 
we began our critical labours, that 
an opportunity would ever occur of 
speaking of Bums as we wished to 
^leak of him : and therefore, we feel 
grateful to Mr Cromek for giving 
us this opportunity. 

We shall conclude with two gene- 
jrai remarks— the one national, the 
ether cridcal. The first is, that it is 
impossible to read the productions 
of Burns* along with his history, 
without forming a higher idea of the 
intelligence, taste, and accomplish- 
ments of the peasantry, than most 
<»f those in the higher rankg are dis- 
posed to entertain. Without mean- 
ing to deny that he himself was en- 
dowed with rare and extraordinary 
gifts of genius and fancy, it is evi- 
dent) from the whole details of his 
bistoryy as well as from the letters 
ef his brother, and the testimony of 
Mr. Murdoch and others to the cha- 
racter of his father, that the whole 



&mily, and many of their associates, 
who have never emerged from the 
native obscurity of their condition« 
possessed talents, and taste, and in- 
telligence, which are little suspected 
to lurk in those humble retreats. 
His epistles to brother poets, in the 
rank of farmers and shopkeepers in 
the adjoining villages ; the existence 
of a book society and debating club 
among persons of that descnption, 
and many other incidental traits in 
his sketches of his youthful compa- 
nions; all contribute to show, that 
not only good sense« and enlightened 
morality, but literature, and talents 
for speculation, are far more gene- 
rally diffused in society than is gene- 
rally inKigined. And that the de- 
lights and the benefits of these gene- 
rous and humanizing pursuits, are' 
by no means confined to those whom 
leisure and affluence have courted to 
their enjoyment. That much of this 
is peculiar to Scotland, and may be 
properly referred to our excellent 
institutions for parochial education, 
and to the natural sobriety and pru- 
dence of our nation, may certainly 
be allowed : but we have no doubt 
that there is a good deal of the same 
principle in England, and that the 
actual intelligence of the lower orders 
will be found, there also, very far to 
exceed the ordinary estimates of their 
superiours. It is pleasing to know, 
that the sources of rational enjoy- 
ment are so widely disseminated; 
and, in a free country, it is comfort- 
able to think, that so great a propor- 
tion of the people is able to appreci- 
ate the advantages of its conditioni 
and fit to be relied on in all emer- 
gencies where steadiness and intelli- 
gence may be required. 

Our other remark is of a more li- 
mited application ; and is addressed 
chiefly to the followers and patrons 
of that new school of poetry, against 
which we have thought it our duty 
to neglect no opportunity of testify- 
ing- Those gentlemen are outrage- 
ous for simplicity ; and we beg leave 
to recommend to them the slmplici- 

Digitized by VjLJVJV IC 



24 



SELECT REVIEWS. 



ty of Burns. He has copied the spo- 
ken language of passion and affcctiony 
with infinitely more fidelity than they 
))aTe ever done, on all occasions 
which properly admitted of such 
adaptation : hut he has not rejected 
the helps of elevated language and 
habitual associations ; nor debased 
his composition by an affectation of 
babyish interjections, and all the pu- 
ling expletives of an old nursery- 
maid's vocabulary. They may loc^k 
long enough amone; his nervous and 
manly lines, before they find any 
" Good lacks!"—" Dear hearts 1" or, 
** As a body may say," in them ; or 
any stuff about dancing daffodils and 
sister Emraelines. Let them think, 
with what infinite conlen^pt the pow- 
erful mind of Burns would have pe- 
rused the story of Alice Fell and her 
dufiie cloak; of Andrew Jones and 



the half-crown ; or of little Dan wilfa^ 
out breeches, and his thievish grand*- 
fiather. Let them contrast their own 
fantastical personages of hysterical 
schoolmasters and sententious leeclb- 
gatherersy with the authentick rus- 
ticks of Bums*s Cotter's Saturday 
Night, and his inimitable songs ; and 
reflect on the different reception 
which these personifications hare 
met with from the publick. Though 
they will not be reclaimed from their 
puny affectations by the example of 
their learned predecessors, they may, 
perhaps, submit to be admonished 
by a self-taught and illiterate poet, 
who drew from Nature fiar more di* 
recti y than they can do, and produ- 
ced something so much liker the ad- 
mired copies of the masters whom 
they have abjured. 
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lie Sie^ de la Rochelle, 8cc. &c. i. e. The Siege of Rochelle, or Misfortune and 
Conscience, by Madame de Genlis. 12mo. 3 vols. Paris, 1808. ^ 



OF this third effusion of Mad. 
De Genlis's fertile pen, in which 
we expected to find nothing but cha- 
racters and events notorious in the 
civil wars that long divided France 
ketween Catholicks and Hugonots, 
we were agreeably surprised to dis^ 
cover that the title and about twenty 
additional pages formed the whole 
historical portion. Instead of impli- 
cating the subject of the story, the 
title only fixes the epoch at which it'is 
supposed to have taken place ; and 
instead of being introduced to the 
councils of ministers and |)arty«lead- 
ers, and detecting the secrets of 
camps and cabinets, we are presented 
with a wild and extravagant romance, 
which is devoted to the unmerited 
sufferings, the various adventures, 
and the extraordinary destiny, of a 
beautiful and persecuted female. 

Ciara de Montalban was betrothed 
to Valmore^ a rich and amiable wi- 
dower of high rank, who |iad an only 



estates were so settled, that the great- 
er part of them was destined to be- 
long to the young Julius ; whose 
father was consequently unable to 
provide; as amply as he would have 
wished, for his intended second wife. 
The father of Claroj a remorseless, 
mercenary i^an, whose individual 
interests were considerably affected 
by this circumstance, formed the 
horrid project of murdering the 
child, and accidentally carried it into 
effect at such a time and in such a 
situation^ that the suspicion fell en- 
tirely on his innocent and unhappy 
daughter* Without detailing the 
circumstantial evidence which ap- 
peared to amount to proof j)ositive 
against her, it is enough to state that 
the judges, before whom she was 
tried, considered themselves as bound 
to condemn her to an ignominioua 
death. The monster Montaldan had 
the audacity to upbraid her with the 
crime, though she had the power of 
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l^ctjT had not prevented her fron 
rttosomiog herself by the sacrifice of 
her unworthy father. Falmore^ whoy 
notwithstanding his sorrow and in- 
dignation, coptinued still to feel a 
warm affection towards her, and had 
rescued her from the fury of the po- 
pulace when the bloody deed was 
first discovered, succeeded in pro- 
curing a pardon for her, on condition 
of her being confined for life in a pe- 
nitendary convent, the asylum of vice 
and infiuny. In this miserable abode, 
her mind was sustained by a sense of 
duty, and the exhortations of her con- 
lessor ; who was alone, of all man- 
kind, convinced of her innocence and 
the guilt of Mon/a/^an,^though he ap- 
proved too highly of her resolution of 
screening her father, to denounce the 
real criminal. • 

When the consolations of religion 
and the force of habit had in some 
degree reconciled her to this mode 
of life, she suddenly received a dread- 
ful order to place herself under the 
protection of her &tber, who design- 
ed to carry her to his lonely castle on 
xhe tenks of the Rhone ; and she had 
scarcely time to write a short billet 
to fether jirsency when Montalban^a 
servant, a phlegmatick German who 
could speak no French, arrived, and 
jcoDveyed her to the place of her im- 
prisonment, which she was firmly 
persuaded would prove also the scene 
of lier speedy death* Her father, she 
understood, would follow after a short 
delay. On the second night of her 
solitary and alarming residence in this 
dismantled castle, 

** Exactly at ten o'clock, she distinctly 
heard a coach enter one of the courts of 
the castle, and immediately an extraordi- 
nary bustle throughout the house^— ^ 
cUmbing of staircases, an opening of 
doors with noise, and a walking in all Uie 
galleritts. * Oh ? •xclaimed Clara, * tliis 
time it is not an illusion : he arrives : it is 
he.* Half an hour afterward, Frikmatm 
appeared. He seemed agitated, and no- 
thing could be more striking than a trace of 
emotion on his naturally cold countenance. 
He approached Clara, took her hand, and 
dragged her along. Clara, frightened, 
#pposed resistance, and Frllmann pre- 
TOJL. II. 



pored to carry h«r off by Ibrce. Not 
wishing that a man should seize her by 
the arm, she determined to follow him. 
This movement of modesty and dignity 
restored her strength ; for all the springs 
of the soul have a iMaFTellous connexion 
with one another. She allowed herself to 
be glided, persuaded that she was led to 
her death. He made her descend a stair- 
case, and brought her hito the great apart- 
ment of the castle, that of the master, 
where he shut her in. Her blood froze 
in her veins, on finding hecself in tliis 
apartment, where she ought to have foimd 
full protection, and wlicre she every mo- 
ment expected the appearance of her 
murderer. Frikmann re-entered, and gave 
her a sign to follow him. * It is done 
then V siud Clara, with a suflbeated voice ; 
I O my God, take pity on tlie murderer 
and the victim.' She could say no 
more. Tlie speech expired on her dis- 
coloured lips ; and without loosing per- 
ception, she fell into a state of annihila- 
tion and sinking, which prevented lk?t 
either from wal^g or supporting herself 
on her fiset. Fnhnumn gave her his arm, 
or rather carried her, and hurried her 
out of the apartment. After having pass- 
ed three large rooms, he made her cross 
a long, narrow, and dark corridor, when 
thev descended a small, secret stair case, 
and found themselves on a terrace. There 
Clara distinctly heard the howling of the 
waves of tlie Rhone, which was greatly 
agitated at tliat moment. * At length 
tlien I know,' she said inwardly (for she 
could not articulaile^t word) ' I know the 
manner of deatli to which I am doomed ! 
I am to be plunged into the stream !'— 
The moon concealed by clouds gave no 
light.,..The whistling pf the wind, the 
tumultuous roar of tlie waters, menacing 
thimder rolling unceasingly at a distance, 
and the profound darkness, rendered 
more striking . by the rapid flashes of 
lightning, all appeared to the eyes of 
Clara in unison witli the horrour of her 
thoughts. It seemed to her that all na- 
■ ture revolted at a crime which violated 
all her laws. Suddenly, Frikmann stopped ; 
and in a strong and gloomy voice, he said, 
in German, five or six words which were 
repeated by tlie echoes of both the shoi-es. 
A minute afterward, a whistle was three 
tim<is sounded ; and Frikmann, opening a 
door, found himself on the bank. He 
proceeded about thirty steps along the 
shore. Then a dazzling flash of lightning 
discovered to Clara a boat close to her, 
in which was a man alone, wrapped in a 
mantle tliat entirely concealed his figure. 
• 'Tis he !' said Clara to herself, shud- 
dering. Sh€)i^iiSbHimO«l>giEnew hifti! 
I> 
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she already felt thcxlcadly blow; for she 
believed that she should he poignarded, 
and then plunged into the river. Her 
hair rose on her head. Frikmami placed 
her almost dying* in the txtns of this man, 
and fled with rapidity. Clara, motioii- 
less and frozen, v<»luotjpily shut her eyes, 
that she might ii«| OfWt ^e the assassin. 
Her slirinkingheai€hadtio longcrthepow- 
er to beat. Slue ceased to breuthc, yet she 
preserved sensation and consciousness. 
She remained thus a moment suspended 
between 1^ and death ; when, on a sud- 
den, oh surprise! oh inexpressible ecstacyl 
—she felt the arms which supported her 
gently pressing her ! She heard sighs and 
groans ! It is no mistake — ^tears are shed 
upon her ! O God ! ©an the murderer of 
Julius, the imnatural father who so sacri- 
ficed his daughter, can he be capable of 
an emotion of pity? does outraged nature 
reclaim her rights, and will she triumph 

*' Ml '. «h '< ;'V 1 1 i.^vhich concealed 
H, ' ir* u .Hsp .3f *!, . : her mild light 
Tt\.'.(I s'^..^ -vl' ' xrah "iished, and the 
vioicuL tussing oi tiie boat fastened to 
the bank was moderated. At this instant, 
the arms which supported Clara lifted her 
and placed her on a seat, and she found 
herself opposite to the object of her me- 
lancholy fears.— C/ara raised towards him 
a sad and timid eye; but scarcely had 
she perceived him, when she recovered 
all her faculties and all her sensibility, 
and, prostrating herself, exclaimed with 
transport not to be described, *0 my 
deliverer!' She recognised her venera- 
ble ftiend, and embraced the knees of 
father Artene,*^ 

Her worthy Confessor now con- 
veyed her to a place of safety at a 
farm-house near Rochelle, which be- 
came the head quarters of the gene- 
ral who commanded the besieging 
army« This general was Vamore; 
who, though he could not see her 
face, which she had the precaution to 
keep constantly veiled, was reminded 
of his former love and sorrow by her 
figure and appearance. He passed 
the night in a^room divided from her 
only by a thin partition ; and she had 
the melancholy satisfaction of hear- 
ing him express those teeling^ of an 
unextinguished affection, which she 
could never be permitted to return, 
while labouring under the load of in- 
famy that had been heaped on her. 
Concealment becomiog daily more 



difficult, she prevailed on iicher Ar^ 
Bene to change her retreat for the 
house of an aged widow in the capi- 
tal of ene of the German electorates ; 
where she was accidenti^y iotroduced 
to the elector's daughter, and cntirelf 
won her confidence and affection. 
This amiable princess, whose spirits 
were depressed by a secret affliction, 
opened her whole heart to her young 
favourite, and related her melancholy 
history. She had been betrayed into 
a private marriage with one of her 
father's ministers, who treated her 
with coldness, and appeared to have 
lost all affection for her. Here, the 
suspense of the story 1$ in a great 
measure destroyed ; for the reader 
sees at once that Clara is the daugh- 
ter of the princess. Her father, Ro^ 
senderffy who at an early age had in- 
trusted her to Mantaldan, returned 
about this time; and having been 
convinced that she was guilty of tho 
murder, he threatened her with im- 
mediate detection and exposure un- 
less she left the place. She returned* 
therefoiie, to her refiige near Ro« 
chelle ; where, after various adven« 
tures, which are not always of the 
most probable kind, her innocence 
was manifested to the world. Afbw- 
taiban died confessing his guilt. FaU 
more was united to his beloved Clara : 
and Rosenberg (who had very fortu* 
nately brought some German auxi- 
liaries to the assistance of tfhe be* 
sieged Hugonots) blessed their auspi- 
cious marriage. 

The story, though very striking in 
particular scenes, is tedious and un- 
equal ; and it is eked out by a num* 
ber of episodical narratives which 
neither assist the progress of the 
main argument, nor have much in- 
trinsick merit. We would not rash- 
ly charge Madame De G. with de- 
scending to the arts''of book-making : 
but really the stories of the hernxit 
and the old woman answer no purpose 
besides that of swelling tiie work. 
The latter, however, is introduced by 
a description of a maritime village, 
so Uvely, oi^g^^^ ^aj^^j^qluresque, 
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tint our ceaderst will probably not 
be displeased by seeing it translated : 

•* The mhrture of nistlck manners and 
mantiine toils gives to this village a sin- 
l^alar and t^rikin^ aspect. A person 
migiit find there in fumilies a wonderful 
store of knowledg^e gained fi"om experi- 
ence and tradition, uoitcd to all the pre- 
judices of ignorance and all the simpli- 
citT of a country village. The int eriour of 
almost 1^ the houses was adorned with 
the productions of India or the ocean ; and 
they were at once decorations and tro- 
phies, wliich attested long voyages and 
perilous navigations. There the same 
hands were often employed in construct- 
ing vessels ilnd fabricating ploughs ; and 
the men, divided into two classes, offered, 
in their mode of life, on the one hand 
the picture of temerity, boldness, and all 
the agitations produced by ambition and 
curiosity; on tlic other, the "affecting 
image of innocence and peace, the happy 
finiits of moderation and a tranquil life." 

If we were light in the conjecture 
which we threw out) on a late occasioo, 
respecting Madame De Gbnlis*s 
wish to remodel the present manners 



of France by those of former timesy 
we think that the publication before 
us exhibits a similar approximatipn 
to the arHitm re^tne on the subject of 
reHgioH. Every opportimity is taken 
to justify the syst^ of convents and 
monasteries, and to deny the exist* 
ence of those eynrmities with which 
they have been often charged* The 
worship of images is f&enuoned with 
a degree of awe and veneration, great- 
er, we apprehend, than any judicious 
catholick divine of the present day 
would express on the subject ; and 
the fervent prayers of Clara bs^ more 
than once rewarded by distinct reve* 
lations from heaven. We have also 
too many providential interferences, 
and too many quotations from the 
scriptures. A romance is the worst 
possible vehicle for o7iction ;— a word 
of extensive and mysterious signifi* 
cation, which has l>een very imper- 
fectly rendered by our common term, 
cantm 
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I i.ettfk aux Espagnols-Amcricains. Par un 
8vo. pp. 42. 

THIS curious and interesting 
'address is the production of Don 
Juan Pablo Viscardo y Gusman, a 
native of Arequipa in Peru, and an 
ccclesiastick of the Order of Jesus. 
When the Jesuits were banished 
from all the territories of Spain^ 
he, with the rest of his order, who, 
whatever may have been their deme- 
rits in other parts of the world, had 
been the chief benefactors of Spanish 
I America,* was deprived of his coun- 

• Dr. Robertson, when treating of the 
rapacious, oppressive, and licentious lives 
of the ecclesiastickv of that country, says : 
** It is remarkable that all the authors, 
who censure the licentiousness of the 
Spamsh regulars with the greatest seve- 
nty, concur in vindicating the conduct of 
the Jesuits. Formed under a discipline 
more peHect than tliat of the other mo- 
nastick orders, or animated by that con- 
cern for the honour of the society, which 



de leurs Compatriotes. A Philadelphia. 

try, and took refuge in the dominions 
of the pope in Italy. At the lime 
when the dispute about Nootka Sound 
threatened lo produce a war between 
Great Britain and Spain, and when 
Mr. Pitt, in the view of that event, 
had adopted the scheme of revolu- 
tionizing the Spanish colonies in 
America, he invited, at the sugges- 
tion of general Miranda, a certain 
number of tlie ex-Jesuits of South 
America from Italy, for the purpose 
of using their influence in disposing 
the minds of their countrymen for 
the meditated changes. Of this 
number was the author of the present 
appeaf, in which the inhabitants of 

takes such full possession of every mem- 
ber of tlie order, the Jesuits, both in 
Mexico and Peru, it is allowed, maintain- 
ed a most irreproachable decency of man- 
ners."— iWitrory of America/'OoL iv, note 19. 
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South America art called upon, by 
every consideration interesting to 
human kind, lo take the manage* 
ment of their own afTairs into their 
own liaiicis, mul ig tfsiiiblj^h a just 9i!Rd 
bencticent govermntni, which may 
♦ at otice ensure their own happiness^ 
mid open n liberal intticourse of be- 
nefits with ilie rest ot mankind. 
This uttconimoiT persoJi> who evinces 
a si are oT know ledge, of thought) 
and nf lttM?ralily, worthy of the most 
cDligbtened countries, died in Lon- 
don in tht; month of February 1798, 
and left the present tract, in roanu* 
script, together with several other 
papem, in the liands of Mr, King, at 
tUat lime minister in ibis country 
from the Vnited Statt-a. It was af- 
terwards printed by means of general 
Miranda, for the purpose of being 
circulated among his countrymen. 

At a moment like the present, we 
doubt not it will appear of importance 
to our readers to contemplate the 
sentiments of a man who may, to so 
great a degree, be considered as the 
representative of the leading classes 
of his countrymen, on a question at 
all times highly interesting to Great 
Britain, but which, in the present 
situation of Europe, assumes an in- 
calculable importance. 

In presenting to his countrymen 
a short sketch of their history, he 
tells them, after Herrera, that their 
progenitors wofi the country by their 
own enterprise, and established them- 
selves in it at their own charges, 
without a farthing of expense to the 
mother country ; that, of their own 
free accord, they made to her the 
donation of their vast ^nd opulent 
acquisitions; that, instead of a pa- 
ternal and protecting government, 
they had experienced, at her hands, 
the most galling effects of a jealous, 
rapacious, and oppressive administra- 
tion ; and that, for the long period 
of three centuries, their attachment 
to her had triumphed over the strong- 
est causes of resentment. He then 
draws a picture of the oppression to 
Irhich the colonies of Spain have been 



subjected ; aftd, after enlarging em 
the galling restraints in respect to 
personal liberty, and the ruinous ef- 
fects of the exorbitant, commercial 
monopoly to which tbof have been 
condemned, he alludes to their ex« 
elusion from all offices of profit and 
trust, even in their own country^ ia 
a strain of patriotick indignation. 

After this picture of slavery, the 
author proceeds to demonstrate the 
foundations of liberty ; and, conai* 
dering the education he had received^ 
the country where he was reared, and 
the society to which he belonged, the 
beneficence and justness of his views 
are worthy of no ordinary approba- 
tion. He then displays the solid 
principles of liberty which ^ere ori- 
ginally interwoven in the constitution 
of Spain, and assisted by the spirit 
of the people ; and, in the following^ 
short passage, states, with much 
discernment, the miserable, but de« 
lusive causes of its loss. 

" The reunion of the kingdoms of Cas- 
tile and Aragon, together with the great 
states which at tliat time came to the 
kings of Spain, and the treasures of th© 
East Indies, gave the crown of Spain an 
unexpected preponderance, which gre^ 
so powerful that in a very short time k 
ovei*threw all the barriers erected by the 
prudence of our ancestors to secure tlxc 
lilxjrty of their posterity. Regal power, 
like the sea breaking over its limits, 
overflowed the whole monai'chy, and the 
will of the king and of his ministers be- 
came the universal law. 

'* Despotick power, once so strongly 
established, the shadow even of the an* 
cient cartes no longer existed. There re- 
mained for the natural, civil, and religious 
rights of the Spaniards no other protec- 
tion than the good will of tlie ministers* 
or the ancient formalities of justice, call- 
ed juridical proceedings. These may 
have sometimes opposed the oppression 
of innocence without, however, prevent- 
ing the proverb from being always true : 
The king* 8 rciil maketf $he law.** 

When he at last comes to call upon 
his countrymen, from a united view 
of the nature of things, and of their 
own particular circumstances, to a- 
dopt the resolution of becoming their 
own masters, he cites, for their ex- 
ample, the celebrated revolt of the 
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ptovineea of HoUand, which all the 
voHd admires, against the tyranny 
and oppression of Spain ; that of 
Foitugal against the same country ; 
the recent acquisition of indepen- 
ience by their neighbours in North 
America, — an event which had made 
upon ibem, as might be expected, the 
deepest impression ; and concludes 
in a strain of sublime piety, and ge- 
miine phiboithropy, which cannot be 
too much admired— -including every 
nation upon earth, and even the Spa- 
niards themselves, in his generous 
new c^ the blessings to be derived 
finom the prosperity and freedom of 
that vast portion of the world. 

The brilliant prospects which seem 
lo be opened up for our species in the 
new world, and the cloud which still 
thickens over the fortunes of the 
old) present, at the present hour, a 
subject of contemplation to the 

, lynking part of the Britbh people ; 
than which, excepting the great 
i|aestion of slavery or freedom, we 
know not if one more interesting 
can be imagined. We seize with 
avidity the present opportunity of 
communicating to them such infor- 
mation on this grand topick as we 
have been idbie to collect ; and doubt 
not that our readers will partake with 
us in the deep interest with which it 
has inspired us. 

After a tremendous struggle, to 
which the world has seen, perhaps, 
BO parallel, the power of the despot 
•f France now extends uncontrolled 
over almost every part of the conti- 
nent of Europe. The hopes of the 
instability of that power, which so 
Jong continued to flatter the multi- 

I tude, who' draw their conclusions not 

' from reason, but feeling, have given 
way to the fears which a series of 
tremendous success has irresistibly 

I engendered ; and we are now placed 
in the hazardous and most critical 
ntuation, of neighbour to a power 
which combines against us all the 
resources of Europe, and cuts off 
from us that important branch of 
•ar own, which we drew from her 



commercial intercourse. To the pe- 
riod, too, which may elapse before 
the afiairs of Europ#^ assume a con- 
dition more favourable to human na- 
ture, or even to our security, fore- 
sight can assign no deflate boundary, 
even hope can hardly anticipate a 
very speedy termination. In this 
new and portentous condition ^f Eu- 
rope, we are called upon to look 
more widely around us, and to inquire 
whether, on the rest of the world, 
barriers can be found to resist the, 
torrent whose pressure wk must con- 
tinue to dread, aiul resources to sup- 
ply those, the channel of which is 
closed against us. 

In taking this important survey, 
every eye, we believe, will ultimate- 
ly rest on South America. A coun- 
try far surpassing the whole of Eu- 
rope in extent, and still more, per- 
haps, in natural fertility, which has 
been hitherto unfortunately axclu^ed 
from the beneficent intercourse of 
nations, is, after a few prudent steps 
on our part, ready to open to us the 
immense resources of h^r territory, 
of a population at present great, and 
likely to increase with most extraor- 
dinary celeiity, and of a position 
unparalleled on the face of the globe 
for the astonishing combination of 
commercial advantages which it ap- 
pears to unite. From the maturity 
of some beneficent change, which 
circumstances and events have for 
a series of years been working in 
those magnificent regions, and from 
the mighty effects they arc capable 
of yielding for the consclation of af- 
flicted humanity, it seems as if that 
Providence, which is continually 
bringing good out of evil, ^rere about 
tooMkn a career of happiness in the new 
wom, at the very moment when, by 
the mysterious laws of its^admiiiistra- 
tion, it appears to have decreed a period 
of injustice and calamity in the old* 

For the mighty benefits to be ex- 
pected from a just and wise arrange- 
ment of the afiairs of Spanish Ame- 
rica, we arc not left to the results of 
specttlation^glf^i^y IB4j^g^^ig«ou^ 
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»st1iey arc. We can appeal to expe- 
rience and to fact. We have the 
grand experiment of North America 
before us, which the inhabitants of 
the south are 9o ambitious to imitate. 
The stales of North America were 
our own colonies, and they had been 
always beneficenily administered ; 
yet has their independence been fiur 
more profitable to us than their sub- 
jection. What is the result with re- 
gard to commerce alone ?— The very 
extraordinary fact,that for several past 
years we have exported more goods 
of British growth and manufacture 
to the United States of America, than 
to the whole of Europe taken toge- 
ther. If such are the benefits re- 
sulting from the prosperity of the 
United States, how many times great- 
er will be those which must necessa- 
rily flow from the prosperity of 
South America ? How many times 
more extensive is the country which 
the Spanish Americans possess? That 
country, from enjoying a much great- 
er divei-siiy of climate compared wiih 
Europe, tten NoKh America, is 
much more richly provided with 
those commodities for which Europe 
presents the most eager demand. Of 
the soil of South America^ a great 
part is much more favourable to cul- 
tivation, much mpre fruitful, and 
cleared by nations who had made 
some'progress in civilisation. Of all 
the countries in the world, South 
America possesses the most im- 
poitant adN'antages in' respect to in- 
ternal navigation,' being intersected 
in all directions by mighty rivers, 
-which will bear, at little cost, the 
produce of her extensive provinces 
to'^e ocean. If the population of 
the 'United States, amountingj^per- 
haps, to 6,000,000 souls, affoi-ds so ex- 
traordinary a demand for British 
commodities, what may not the po- 
^lalion of South America, extending 
already to no less than 16,000,000, 
be expected to afford ? It is no doubt 
true^ that the moral and intellectual 
habits of the people of South Ameri- 
ca are not so fiavourable to improve- 



mem as were tkoae of N^rtk Ammt 
ca. Their industry has been ctmoip- 
ed ; their minds have been held in 
ignorance, by a bad government; 
hence are they indolent and super- 
stitious. But remove the cause^ and 
the effects will cease to follow. So 
sweet are the fruits of labour, where- 
ver the labourer enjoys them unim- 
paired, that the motives to it are ir» 
resistible^— and his activity may be 
counted upon with the certainty of 
a law of nature. The deduction, 
therefore, is so very small, which, on 
this score, it will be requisite tm 
make, that a very suborduiate pro- 
portion of the superiour advantages 
in soil and climate, which the Soutk 
American enjoys, will suffice to com- 
pensate the better habits with which 
the inhabitant of the United States 
commenced his career. 

In respect to wants, the two coun- 
tries eminently resemble one ano- 
ther. From the immense extent of 
uncultivated soil, which it will t^- 
quire many ages to occupy, the 
whole bent of the population will be 
turned to agriculture ; and it will be 
their interest, and their desire, to 
draw almost the whole of tiie mano* 
factured goods, which their riches 
will enable them to consume, from 
other countries. The country to 
which the greater part of this prodi- 
gious demand wiU.cOme, is unques- 
tionably Great Britam. So for be- 
fore all otherxountties, in respect to 
manufacturing advantages, does she 
stand, that were the circumstances 
of Europe much more likely to en- * 
courage industry than unhappily they 
are, we could meet with no rival; 
and as we supply North America, so 
could we South, on terms which 
would infallibly draw to us the great- 
er part of her custom. With this 
magnificent souixe of industry and 
wealth, the channels which Buona- 
parte can shut against us hardly de- 
serve to be named ; since that even 
of the United States surpasses them 
all. With South America, then, 
under a frecbij^ed bMeJi^ii govern- 
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glcsit^^thoQgh we might weep for 
tbe c«latnities heaped upon our bre* 
tliren of Europe by an insatiable des* 
pot, who, with the words Uberty and 
good of mankind on his lips, would 
rivet his chains on the whole human 
race, and expend their blood and 
sweat for his own momentary plea- 
SHPe or caprice, — we might laugh 
the destroyer to scorn, and enjoy a 
prosperity which the utmost efforts 
•f bis power and his rage could never 
^sturb. 

In enumerating, howerer, the ad- 
vantages of a commercial nature, 
which would assuredly spring from 
the cnuincipation of South America, 
we have not yet noticed the greatest, 
perhaps, of all,— the mightiest event, 
{n«>babiy, in favour of ihe peaceful 
intercourse of nations, which the phy- 
sical circumstances of the globe pre- 
sent to the enterprise of man i—vve 
L mean the formation of a navigable 
passage across the isthmus of Pana- 
ma,^ — the junction of the Atlaniick 
and Pacifick Oceans. It is remarka- 
ble, that this magnificent undertak- 
ing, pregnant with consequences so 
important to mankind, and about 
wfajch so little is known in this coun- 
try, is so far from being a romantick 
atid chimerical project, that it is not 
only practicable, but easy. The river 
Chagr6, which fklls into the Allantick 
at the town of the same name, about 
eighteen leagues to the westward of 
Porto Bello, is navigable as far as 
Cruzes, within five leagues of Pana- 
ma. But though the formation of a 
canal from this place to Panama, fa- 
dliuted by the valley through which 
the present road passes, appears to 
present no very formidable obstacles, 
there is still a better expedient. At 
the distance of about five leagues 
from the mouth of the Chagr^, it re- 
cdves the river Trinidad, which is 
navigaible to Embarcadero ; and from 
that place to Panama is a distance of 
about thirty miles, through a level 
country, with a fine river to supply 
water for the canal, and no difficulty 
whatever lo counteract the noble un- 



dertaking. The ground has been 
surveyed ; and not the practicability 
only, but the facility of the work, 
completely ascertained. In the next 
place, the important requisite of safe 
harbours, at the two extremities of 
the canal, is here supplied to the ex- 
tent of our utmost wishes. At the 
mouth of the Chagre is a fine bay, 
which received the British 74 gun 
ships, in 1740, when captain Knowles 
bombarded the castle of St. Lorenzo ; 
— and at the other extremity is the 
famous harbour of Panama.* Nor 
is this the only expedient for opening 
the important navigation between the 
Pacifick and Atlantick Oceans. Fur- 
ther north is the grand lake of Nicara^ 
guay, which, by itself, almost extends 
the navigation from sea to sea. Into 
the Atlantick Ocean it falls by a na- 
vigable river, and reaches to within 
three leagues of the Gulf of Papa- 
gayo in the Pacifick.f Mr. Jefferys 
tells us, it was the insti*uction of the 
king of Spain to the governour of St. 
John's Castle, not to permit any Bri- 
tish subject to pass either up or down 
this lake ; " for, if ever the English 
came to a knowledge of its impor- 

• For the accuracy of these statements^ 
may be consuUed a cui'ioiis and instruc- 
tive work, (h'awn up and published, in 
1762, by Tliom:is JeiFerys, ^ographcr to 
his majesty; from the clruugbts and sur- 
veys found on board tlie Spanish prizes ; 
from other accessible documcirts, and the 
statements of eyewitnesses. The title of 
the book, as it i^ now but little kno«vn, it 
may be worth while to ti*«nscribe. " A 
Description of the Spanish Islands and 
Settlements on the Coast of the West In- 
dies ; compiled from authentick Memoirs ; 
revised by Gentlemen who have resided 
many Years in the Spanish Settlements ; 
and i^^strated with Thirty-two Maps and 
Plans, chiefly ii*om original Drawings 
taken from the Spaniards in the last War, 
and engraved by Thomas Jefferj's," &c. 

f The reader may consult, on the faci- 
lity and importance of effecting a navigii- 
tion from sea to sea, by this extraordinary 
lake, a curious memoir by M. Martin de 
la Bastide, ancien secretaire de M. le 
compte de Broglio, published in the se- 
cond volume of ** Histoire Abrcg-ce de la' 
mer du Sud, par Mitd^k^S^l^' 
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tance and value, tliey woyld soon 
make themselves masters of this part 
of the country.*'* 

We are tempted to dwell for a mo- 
ment upon the prospects which the 
accomplishment of this splendid, but 
not difficult enterprise, opens to our 
nation. It is not merely the im- 
mense commerce of the western 
shores of America, extending almost 
fi'om pole to pole, that is brought, as 
it were, to our door; it is not the 
intrinsically important, though com- 
paratively moderate branch of our 
commerce, that of the South Sea 
^vhulers, that will alone undergo a 
complete revolution, by saving the 
tedious and dangerous voyage round 
Cape Horn : — the whole of those im- 
mense interests which we hold depo- 
sited in the regions of Asia, become 
augmented in value, to a degree 
Tvhich, at present, it is not easy to 
conceive, by obtaining direct access 
to them across the Pacifick Ocean. 
It is the same thing as if, by some 
great revolution of the globe, our 
eastern possessions were brought 
nearer to us. The voyage across the 
Pacifick, the winds boih lor the east- 
ern and western passage being fair 
and constant, is so expeditious and 
steady, that the arrival of the ships 
may be calculated almost with the 
accuracy of a mail coach.f Immense 

• See p. 43. of " A Description," &c. 
above cited. \\*hat Alccdo tells us is still 
more extraordinarv-, that it was even in- 
terdictedy on pain of detUht to propose 
4>peniDg the navigation between tlic two 
seas. A similiLr interdiction and penalty 
was ordain<;d, respecting the navigation 
of the Atrato, where there is only an in- 
terval of a few miles between the naviga* 
ble parts of the two rivers. 

t On the surprising facilities of'fhis na- 
vigation, there is some interesting infor- 
mation given in an " Account of an in- 
fended expedition into the South Seas, by 
private persons," printed in the appendix 
to the third volume of sir John Dalrym- 
ple's Memoirs of Great Britain and Ire- 
land. " From the bay of Panama," says 
tliat document, " ships are carried to the 
East Indies, by the great trade wind, at 
the rate of jibove a hundred miles a daj*. 



would be the trtiffick whicli would Im- 
mediately begin to cover that ocean» 
by denomination Pacifick. All the 
riches of India and of China would 
move towards America. The riches 
of Europe and of America would move 
towards Asia. ' Vast depots would be 
formed at the great commercial 
towns which Avould immediately arise 
at the two extremities of the centrrf 
canal :— the goods would be in « 
course of perpetual passage from the 
one depot to theoAier; — and would be 
received by the ships, as they arrived, 
which were prepared to convey them 
to their ultimate destination. 

Is it too much to hope, that China 
and Japan themselves, thus brought 
so much nearer the influence of Eu- 
ropean civilisation — much more con- 
stantly and powerfully subject to its 
operation — would not be able to re- 
sist the salutary impression, but 
would soon receive important changes 
in ideas, arts, manners and institu- 
tions ? The hope rests, at least, on 
such strong foundations, that it seems 
to rise even to teriainty ; — and then» 
what glorious results might be ex- 
pected for the whole of Asia, that 
vast proportion of the earth, Avhich, 
even in its most favoured parts, has 
been in all ages condemned to semi- 
barbarism, and the miseries of des- 
polick power ? One thing, at least, is 

From the East Indies to the South Seas, 
there arc two passages. — One by tlie north^ 
to sail to the latitude of 40^ north, i^ 
order to get into the great west wind, 
which, about tliat latitude, blows ten 
months in the year ; and which, being 
strong, carries vessels ^\*ith quickness to 
the northern part of tlie coast of Mexico. 
From the extreme point of Mexico, vbl 
tlie north, there is a north wind whick 
blows all tlie way to the bay of Panama^ 
which never varies, and wliich carries 
ships above a hundred miles a day, reaching 
to the distance of a hundred leagues frolm 
the coast.— The other passage is at 40*^ 
south, and is in all respects similiir to 
that in the north, a land-wind blowing 
from the coast of Chili to tlie ba^ of Pa- 
nama, of the very same description with 
that which blows along the coast of Mes- 

ico." Digitized by VjUVJ V VC 
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c^aioy that South America^ which 
stands so much in need of industri- 
ous inhabitants^ would receive myri- 
ads of laborious Chinese, who already 
swarm in all parts of the eastern Ar« 
chipelago in quest of employment 
and of food. This, to her^ would be 
an acquisition of incredible impor- 
tance : and the connexion thus form- 
ed between the two countries, would 
still further tend to accelerate the at" 
^ui^tion of enlightened views and 
cfvifized manners in China herself. 
Such are a few of the results which 
there is reason to expect from a re- 
gulation of the affairs of South Ame- 
rica. Never, perhaps, was In oppor- 
tunity offered to a nation, of effecting 
sp great a change in behalf of human 
kind, as Great Britain, from a won- 
derful combination of circumstances, 
is now called upon, by so many mo- 
tives, to help South America to ac- 
complish. The measure has, for a 
ciHisiderable number of years, been 
mingled, in her councils, among the 
number of her resolves ; and a short 
history— which, from peculiar cir- 
cumstances, we are enabled to give 
with unusual accuracy — cannot be 
without interest, of what has been 
done in preparation towards an event 
which will, hereafter, occupy so great 
a place in the history of the world. 

Though projectsof hostility— -some 
of them for plunder^ some for per- 
manent conquest— 'had been under- 
taken, during the wars between this 
conntry and Spain, against particu- 
lar parts of her transatlantick domi- 
mons, the first time, we believe, that 
a general scheme of emancipation 
was presented to the mind of a Bri- 
tish minister, was in the beginning 
of 1790, when the measure was pro- 
posed to Mr. Pitt by general Miran- 
da. It met, from that minister, with 
the most cordial reception ; — and, as 
the dispute respecting Nootka Sound 
was then subsisting, it was resolved, 
If Spain did not prevent hostilities by 
submission, to carry the plan into im- 
mediate execution. When an accom- 
modation was effected} and peace at 
yoL. XI. 



last decreed, Mr. Pitt still assured the 
general, that the plan of emancipating 
South America was a measure that 
would not be lost sight of; but w<^uld 
infallibly engage the attention of eve- 
ry minister of this country. 

The man by whom this important 
suggestion was made, and in whose 
breast the scheme of emancipation, if 
not first conceived, seems, at least, to 
have been first matured, is a native 
of Caraccas in South America ; de- 
scended from one of the principal fa- 
milies of the country. At the early 
age of 17 he repaired to Spain, and, 
by the influence of his family, obtain- 
ed a captain's comnussion in the 
Spanish army. Early smit by the 
love of letters, he was anxious to pro- 
ceed to France for the prosecution of 
his education; but permission * was 
denied him ; and he was forced to 
bring the masters, whom he could 
not procure in Spain, from France, 
at his own charges* It is an anec- 
dote, not unworthy of record, that 
when the inquisition ordered his 
books to be taken from him and 
burnt, he applied to count O'Reilly, 
inspector general of the Spanish ap- 
my, to see if the order could not be 
recalled ; but the inspector told him» 
that all he could do was to condole 
with him ; for that the same misfor* 
tune had happened to himself. 

When France and Spain resolved 
to take a share in the war which was 
carried on between Great Britun and 
her American colonies, it happened 
that Miranda was in that part of the 
Spanbh army which was destined to 
cooperate with the French. Acting 
thus, and conversing with the mem- 
bers of a more enlightened pation 
than any he had yet seen, the ideas 
of the young American received that 
improvement after which he aspired ; 
and, in a scene where the cause of 
liberty was the object of all men's 
zeal and enthusiasm, and in a country, 
the situation of which in so many- 
respects resembled his own, a sinular 
destiny for this last was naturally 
presented to lH|4^e^^|fj deeply 
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was the impression struck, that he 
has dedicated to this one design al- 
most the whole of his iife» and has 
been the prime mover in every 
scheme that has been proposed for 
I he emancipation of the Spptnish co« 
lonies in America. 

After the renunciation, or rather 
the postponement of the design, on 
the part of Mr. Pitt, the next pro- 
ject for changing the condition of 
South America, was started by the 
republican rulers of France ; as part 
of their scheme for revolutionizing 
the uhole of the Spanish dominions. 
But Miranda foresaw the dangers 
with which that design was pregnant, 
— and fortunately had sufficient in- 
fluence to persuade its renunoiation. 
To prepare the reader sufficiently for 
the particulars of this curious affair, 
it may not be useless to run over, 
hastily, the steps by which the gene- 
ral had been brought to the situation 
in which he then stood. 

At the termination of the Ameri- 
can war, he resigned his situation in 
the service of Spain, and repaired to 
Europe, with a view to study the in- 
stitutions of the most enlightened 
nations, and to draw from them in- 
struction for the benefit of his native 
country. For this purpose, he came 
first to Great Britain,* and proceeded 

• There is a curious proof of the notice 
which he and liis cause attracted in tliis 
countr)', even at this early period, in the 
•* Political Herald and Review," for the 
year 1785, pp. 29, 30. 

•• The flame which was kindled in North 
America," says the writer in that work, 
'* as was foreseen,' has made its way into 
the American dominions of Spain. That 
jealousy which confined the appointments 
of government in Spanish America to na- 
tive Spaniards, and established other dis- 
tinctions between these and their de- 
scendants on the other side the Atlantick, 
has. been a two edged sword, and cut 
two ways. If it has hiihc-rto preser\'ed 
the sovereignty of Spain in those parts, 
it has soM'n tlie seeds of a deep resent- 
ment amon^ tJie people. Conferences are 
held, combinations are formed in secret 
among a race of men whom we shall dis- 
tinguish by the appclla^on of Spanish 



afterwards to Prossia, Austria, Italjr^ 
Greece, and a part of Turkey. He 
then proceeded to Russia, where he 
met with prince Potemkin at Cher* 
soq^ whose notice he attracted ; and 
bjgliim was introduced to the em- 
press at kiow. A native of Spain, • 
travelling in search of knowledge 
and improved by it, appeared to her 
in the light of a phenomenon. She 
iMrited him to remain in Russia ; for, 
in Spain, she said, he would be burnt* 
— Spain was not a country for him. 
When Miranda opened to her, in 
reply, the views to which he had de- 
voted himself in behalf of his country, 
she mani^sted the strongest interest 
in the accomplishment of his scheme, 
and assured him, in case of his sue-* 
cess, she would be the foremost to 
support the independence of South 
America. She transniitted a circular 
letter to her ambassadours in Europe, 
to afford him her imperial protection 
every where ; and gave him an invi- 
tation to draw upon her treasury fbr 
his personal support. 

It was after this tour through £u- 
i-ope, in which Miranda spent several 
years, that he returned, by the way 
of France, to England; and beings 
by his friend governour Pownal, in- 
troduced to Mr. Pitt, proposed to 
him the plan, of wluch the submis* ' 
sion of Spain on the question at issue 
prevented the execution. At the 
time when the prospect was thus, for 
an indeBnite period, closed upon him 
in England, and the first promising 
movements of liberty in France were 
attracting the curious from every 
quarter of the world, Miranda return- 
ed to witness the great scenes which 
were there passing, and to obtain, if 
possible, from France, in her new si- 
Provincials. The example of North Ame- 
rica is the great subject of discourse, and 
tlie grand object of imitation. In London, 
we are well assured, there is, at this mo- 
ment, a Spanish American of great con- 
sequence, and possessed of the confidence 
of his fellow x^itizens, who aspires to the 
glory of being the deliverer of his coun- 
try." 

Digitized by Vji^VJV IC 
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tuation, the same ikvour to South 
America, which in her old she had 
liestowed apon the United States. 
B]r his companions in arms, whom 
he had recently known in America, 
he was speedily drawn into some con- 
nexion with the great leaders at that 
time in publick affairs ; and when 
the revolution was first called upon 
tddraw the sword, he was invited and 
prevailed upon to take a command in 
her armies- 
It was while he was serving with 
Dumourier in the Netherlands, that 
the scheme for revolutionizing Spain 
and her colonies was first conceived 
by the republican leaders. It was 
communicated to Dumourier by Bris- 
sot, in a letter which we have now 
before us, dated Paris, 28th Novem- 
ber 1793, in the following terms: 
** Spain is ripening for liberty. Its 
government is preparing again, pre- 
parations are necessary to prosper or 
rather to naturalize liberty there. 
That a revolution must be effected 
both in European and Ameiican 
Spain, all must allow. The fate of 
this latter revolution depends upon 
one man. You know and esteem him. 
It is Miranda* The ministers were 
lately looking out for a person to take 
the place of Desparbes in Hispaniola. 
A ray of light struck me : I said, ap- 
point Miranda. In the first place, 
Miranda will soon adjust the mi- 
serable quarrels of the colonists; 
he soon will call to order those 
white people so turbulent, and will 
become the idol of the coloured 
people. But afterwards how easily 
will he raise the Spanish isles or the 
Spanish continent which they pos- 
sess? At the head of more than 
19,000 regular troops who are now 
in Hispaniola, of 10 to 15,000 brave 
raulatloes, with whom he will be pro- 
vided in our islands, with what ease 
vill he invade the Spanish posses- 
sions ? Besides, having under his 
command a fleet, and when the 
Spaniards have nothing to oppose to 
him, the name of Miranda will be 
worth an army ; and his talents, cou- 



rage, and genius, every thing ensures 
us success. Ail the ministers agree 
in this choice, but they fear lest you 
should refuse to part with Miranda, 
as you have chosen him to fill up the 
place of Labourdounaf. I have this 
morning p)*omised Monge that ^ I 
would write to you, and he gave me 
his word that he would appoint Mi- 
raifda govemour in chief, if you 
would consent to let him go. Hasten 
then to send me, your consent. Shall 
I add that our excellent friend Gcn- 
sonn^ is of the same opinion ; he will 
write to you to morrow. Claviere 
and Petion are overjoyed at that idea.*' 
It will be readily acknowledged, 
there was here wherewithal to dazzle 
a man of ordinary ambition* Yet 
was the project damped, and finally 
renounced, by means of Miranda, 
who began to fear that the revolution 
was proceeding too fast and too far. 
In the letter which he wrote to Bris- 
sot, in answer to the communication 
of his proposal, he contents himself 
with starting difficulties. " The 
plan," says he, "that you form in 
your letter is truly grand and magni- 
ficent ; but I know not whether the 
execution might be certain or even 
probable* With respect to the Spa- 
nish American continent and their 
islands, I am perfectly informed and 
able to form an exact opinion. But 
for all that regards the French islands, 
and their present situation, I scarcely 
know any thing at all, and, conse- 
quently it would be impossible for 
me to form a correct opinion of it. 
This being in your plan the basis of 
the whole operation, since it is fi*om 
the colonies that the force must go 
which is to put in motion the people 
of the opposite continent, we must 
be very sure that our information is 
true and positive. It seems lo me 
also that my appointment and my 
departure for Hispaniola, would 
spread the alarm in the couits of 
Madrid and St. James. The effects 
of which would be soon felt at Cadiz 
and Portsmouth, which would create 
new obstac|^;s^^^t^^^^^^^rtal;ing. 
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which, besides, is too greajt, too excel- 
lent and interesting to be spoiled and 
rendered fruitless for want of caution 
in the beginning/* After some fur- 
ther correspondence and consulta- 
tion, the pressrure of affairs coopera- 
ting with the discouragement offered 
by Miranda, the flattering project 
was, for the time, relinquished. 

During some years subsequenf to 
this occurrence, the matter was sunk 
in oblivion amid the violent strug- 
gles which agitated Europe. Many 
months had not elapsed when the 
reign of Robespierre began ; and 
Miranda, with so many other virtuous 
men, were buried in the dungeons of 
the revolution. Though tried, and 
clearly acquitted by the revolutionary 
tribunal, which declared that not a 
shadow of suspicion attached to him, 
he was still detained in prison, and 
escaped the guillotine only by one of 
those accidents by which so many 
others were delivered up to it. When 
he recovered his liberty, under the 
party that assumed the government 
^fter the death of Robespierre, he 
might still have become a leading 
man in the revolution, and was offer- 
ed the command of an army. His 
answer, however, was, that although 
he had fought for liberty^ it was not 
bis purpose to fight for conquest. If 
France would establish a free and 
moderate government, retire within 
her ancient limits, and sincerely offer 
peace to the whole world, he would 
willingly contend for her against all 
her enemies. This remarkable an- 
swer rests on* as remarkable an au- 
thority ; for Miranda had the forti- 
tude to enlai*ge upon the same ideas 
in a p^phlet, and to publish them 
at the very moment [1795] in Paris. 

About the same time, or a little 
after, Miranda was met at Paris by 
deputies and commissioners from 
Mexico, and the other principal pro- 
vinces of South America, who had 
been sent to Europe for the purpose 
of concerting with him the measures 
to be pursued for accomplishing the 
independence of their country. It 



was decided) aecordifiglyy that 'Miran- 
da should, in their name, agam re- 
pair to England, and make such of- 
fers to the British government as, it 
was hoped, might induce it to lend 
tlltem the assistance requisite for the ^ 
p^reat object of their wishes. The 
mstrument, which was drawn up, and 
put into the hand of their representa- 
tive, as the document to the British . 
government, of the proposals of the 
South Americans, is too remarka- 
ble an evidence of the views and plans 
of the leading members of the South 
American communities, not to de« 
serve, at the present moment, the 
most serious attention. 

1. The first article states, that the 
Hispano-American colonies, having 
for the most part resolved to proclaim 
their independence, were induced to 
address themselves to the govern- 
ment of Great Britain, in the con&- 
dence she would not refuse them that 
assistance which Spain herself, in the 
midst of peace, had not declined ex- 
tending to the British colonies in 
America. 

3. The second article stipulates 
the sum of thirty millions sterling, 
which South America would pay to 
Great Britain for the assistance re- 
quired. 

3. The third article states the 
amount of the British force which 
was deemed requisite. 

4. The fourth article it is proper 
to present in the words of the docu- 
ment itself. "A defensive alliance 
between England^ the United Slates, 
and South America, is so much re- 
quired by the nature of things, the 
geographical situation of each of the 
three countries, the productions, in- 
dustry, wants, manners, and disposi- 
tion of the thi^e nations, that it is 
impossible this alliance should not 
last a long time ; especially if care be 
taken to strengthen it by similarity 
in the political forms of the three 
governments ; that is to say, by the 
enjoyment of c\vil liberty properly 
understood. It might even be said 
with confidg^j;|^|l|a|^^t| the only 
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iMfpe remaining to liberty awkciouslf 
outraged by the detestable principles 
avowed by the French republick* It 
is ^e cmly means of establisbing a 
balance of power capable of opposing 
the destructive ambition and devas- 
tation of the French system/' 

5. The fifth article relates to a trea* 
ty of commerce between Great Bri- 
tain and South America. 

6. The sixth article stipulates the 
opening of the navigation between 
the Atlantick and Pacifick oceans, by 
the isthmus of Pananfa, as well as 
by the lake of Nicaraguay, and the 
guarantee of its freedom to the Bri- 
tish nation. 

7. The seventh article respects the 
arrangement of the commerce be- 
tween the different parts of South 
'America itself; proposed to be left 
on its present footing, till the assem- 
blage of deputies from the different 
provinces of the continent can ar- 
range the terms of their union. 

8. The eighth article points to 
some project to be devised, of a con- 
nexion between the bank of England 
lod those of Lima and Mexico, for 
the purposes of mutual support, and 
of giving England the advantage of 
that command of the precious metals 
which the country supplying them 
might have it in its power to yield. 

9. 10. The ninth and tenth articles 
relate to the project of alliance be- 
tween South America and the United 
States. The principal points are the 
ceding to the United States of the 
Flori£is, the Mississippi being pro- 
posed as the most advisable boun- 
dary between the two nations, and 
the stipulation of a small military 
force from the Anglo-Americans, to 
aid in the establishment of their inde- 
pendence. 

11. The eleventh article, respect- 
ing the islands^ states the plan of re- 
dgning all those which belong to the 
Spaniards, excepting only Cuba, the 
possession of which is rendered ne- 
cessary, by the situation of the Ha- 
▼aana commanding the passage from 
the gulf of Mexico. 



This document is dated Paris, the 
33d of December, 1797. The pro- 
posal transmitted to Mr. Pitt, for the 
return of general Miranda to this 
country, was acceded to with alacri- 
ty ; and the general had a conference 
with that minister in January follow- 
ing. It accorded with the plans of 
Mr. Pitt, at that time, tp enter with 
promptitude into the scheme pro- 
posed for the emancipation of South 
America. The outline of the pro- 
ceedings was fully agreed upon ; and, 
so far had the preparations advanced, 
that general Miranda, in a letter to 
Mr. Hamilton, the much lamented 
legislator of the United States, dated 
6th April 1798, thought himself au- 
thorized to write in the following 
terms. " This will be delivered to 
you, my dear and esteemed friend, 
by my countryman, don «»•»• the 
bearer of despatches of the greatest 
importance for the president of the 
United States. He will tell you se- 
cretly all you wish to know upon this 
subject. It appears that the moment 
of our emancipation grows near, and 
that the establishment of liberty over 
the whole continent of the new world 
is intrusted to us by Providence. The 
only danger I foresee is the introduc- 
tioaof the French principles which 
might poison liberty in its birth, and 
soon would finally destroy yours. 
Your wishes are in some degree fid- 
filled ; since it is agreed here, that in 
the first instance English troops shall 
not be employed in the land opera- 
tions, iince the auxiliary land forces 
will be only American, whilst, on the 
other hand, the navy will be entirely 
British. All is settled, and they are 
only waiting for the ^at of your 
illustrious president to start like 
lightning. With what pleasure have 
I heard, my most dear general, 
of your appointment in the conti- 
nental army of the United States of 
America. Our wishes, it appears, 
are going to be at last accomplish- 
ed, and every circumstance con- 
curs now in our favour. May Provi- 
dence niak<t^gi|s^^^vi$5^e^gh to use 
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It in the most advantageous man- 
ner." 

The proposal was, that North 
America should furnish 10,000 
troops, and the British government 
agreed to find money and ships. But 
the president Adams declined to 
transmit an immediate answer, and 
the measure \(^s, in consequence, 
postponed. 

In the beginning of 1801, during 
lord Sidmouth's administration, the 
project was ag^in revived. The 
plans of government to be recom- 
mended to the people of South Ame- 
rica, were considered and approved ; 
even the military operations were 
sketched and arranged ; and the pre- 
parations far advanced for the expe- 
dition. The preliminaries, however, 
of the peace of Amiens were signed ; 
and the measure was put off to a fu- 
ture opportunity. 

When war was again declared 
against France in 1803, the business 
of South America formed one of the 
principal designs of ministers ; and 
measures wei'e taken to carry it into 
effect, the moment that the peace 
which still subsisted with Spain 
should be broken. This event did 
not occur till 1804, when Mr, Pitt 
was again at the head of admim[gra- 
tion. The measure was now prose- 
cuted with zeal. Lord Melville and 
sir Home Popham were employed in 
arranging with general Miranda the 
whole details of procedure ;* when 
the execution was again suspended 
by the affairs of Europe, an#by the 
hopes and exertions of the third coa- 
lition. 

The prospect thus appearing shut 
upon them in Europe, the South 
American exiles from the provinces 
of Caraccas and Santa Fee, residing 

• On this point the reader may derive 
satisfaction, by consiiltinir the trial of sir 
Home Popham; the evidence of lord 
Melville at pp. 153 to iG4 ; and the decla- 
rations of SIT Home at pp. 91, 92, 94, 95, 
100 ; and an Appc:Hlix note A. See 
'* Trial of Sir Home Poj>ham,'* printed for 
Uicbardson, Royal Excliunge, 1807. 



in the United States of America, and 
in the island of Trinidad, pressed 
general Miranda, and at last prevail- 
ed upon him, to quit his residence in 
this country, and make an effort in 
their behalf through the medium of 
America alone. Though the poli- 
ticks of Britain presented to him, at 
tiie moment, no prospect on her part; 
of active assistance, they appeared, at 
least, to promise the security, that 
no body of French, or of Spanish 
troops, should cross the Atlantick, to 
confirm the dbminion of the enemies 
of Britain. In these circumstances, 
he was induced to think that no^reat 
force, — that nothing more, in short, 
than what might be requisite to im- 
pose respect upon the small number 
of troops in the Spanish garrisons, 
and to afford some appearance of se- 
curity to the people, was, in the 
known condition of the publick mind, 
required to effect the revolution ; and 
at the same time, the disputes sub- 
sisting l>etween the United States of 
America and Spain, respecting Lou- 
isiana, afforded him a hope in that 
quarter of all the assistance which 
the occasion demanded. With a full 
understanding on the part of the go- 
vernment here, and even, as it would 
seem, with promise of support, he 
proceeded to America; but on his 
arrival there, found, to his mortifica- 
tion, that a compromise on the sub- 
ject of Louisiana had already taken 
place, and that the fiublick aid of go- 
vernment was not to be obtained. 
He was received, however, with cor- 
diality and distinction by the presi- 
dent and secretary ; and, from various 
quarters, received encouragemeiU to 
suppose, that, by private exertions 
and resources, such means might be 
got together, as, with the help of 
good fortune, might be adequate to 
the enterprise. Though ihe govern- 
ment of the United States, from the. 
obvious motive of exculpating them- 
selves in tlie eyes of France, thought 
proper afterwards to disclaim all 
knowledge of the transaction, — and 
even to order the prosecution of two 
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of the persons who appeared to have 
been principally involved it it,— it 
came out upon the trial, to the con- 
viction of the jury, who thereupon 
acquitted the parties, that the govern- 
ment had been privy to all the pro- 
ceedings of Miranda, and, by never 
so much as whispering their disap- 
probation, appeared of necessity, both 
to him and to his agents, to ^vour, 
though they deemed it impolitick at 
the time to countenance, his under- 
taking. 

The particulars of the expedition 
to Caraccas, it is necessary for us 
entirely to pass over.* It failed, fee- 
ble as were the means employed in 
it, chiefly from the intelligence which 
had been treacherously conveyed to 
the Spaniards, and by the miscon- 
duct of the American shipmasters, 
over whom the general had not sufii- 
cient control. But it had this in it 
of benefit, that the careful protection 
of persons and property which Mi- 
randa maintained, removed every sha- 
dow of prejudice which the industry 
of the Spanish agents had been able 
to raise respecting the purity of his 
intentions, and had not the British 
commanders, who seconded his views, 
been induced to withdraw their sup- 
port, and to urge the dereliction of 
the enterprise, by the false intelli- 
gence which reached the West In- 
dies, of the conclusion of peace by 
lord Lauderdale ; at any rate, had our 
government lent a very small assist- 
ance, not a doubt can be entertained 
that the province of Caraccas would 
have then declared its indepen- 
dence.! 

• The principal facts, together with 
ihe proclamations of general Miranda, 
docanicnts of importance in forming a 
judgment of the whole bearings of this 
aflair, may be found in a pamphlet, which 
we recommend as containing some cor- 
rect information, not to be found any 
where else, entitled, •* Additional Rea- 
sons for our immediately Emancipating 
Spanish America." By William Burke. 

f That this was the opinion of the best 
iMormed among the Spaniards them- 
selves, appears from the following ex- 



The part which our country had 
in this expedition, it is still of some 
importance to explain. The pros- 
pect of the vast advantages to Great 
Britain, from the independence of 
that part of South America, which 
was the object of Miranda's immedi- 
ate views, induced the British admi- 
ral on the station, sir Alexander 
Cochrane, to enter into a formal sti- 
pulation for certain means of opera- 
tion he was to affovd to the underta- 
king, and certain advantages which 
were to be yielded to his country in 
return. The govemours, both of 

tract of an intercepted letter from Don 
Dionisio Franco, director of the king's 
revenues at Caraccas, to the governour 
of Cumana. *' Un des hommes," says 
Depons [ Voyage d la Terre Ferme, t iL p. 
293] " un des hommes de TCspagne qui 
cofuioit le mieux les interets de sa nation.** 
" Caraccas, 16th Miju$t, 1806. 

** Miranda, despicable indeed, if left 
to his private resources alone, will, it 
appears to me, give us more to do than 
what we thought, if supported, as he ap- 
pears to be, by the Enp^'lish ; although the 
assistance they have until now g^ven him 
be reduced to the not disapproving only 
of his enterprise. 

" He effected his landing at Coro with- 
out any resistance, because the garrison 
of that interesting point, was reduced to 
200 fusileers of the militia alone ; and al- 
though they might have armed more than 
1000 men, they had no arms for the pur- 
pose, and in the same case, we find, are 
now all the inhabitants of these provinces. 

" With tliis information, the captain 
general of the pix>vincc has marched with 
all the aimed torcc he could collect ; but 
it will be a month before he can reach 
Coro ; in which place, it is probable he 
will find him already intrenched, and in 
a situation to make good his retreat 
That, in my opinion, will be the least of 
the evils which may happen to us ; be- 
cause, if the English g^ve him any assist- 
ance, let it be ever so little, and offer 
him support, his situation is the most 
advantageous of all those he could have 
chosen in all these coasts, as the penin- 
sula of Paraguana may afford them a situ- 
ation to establish another Gibraltar, as 
long as they are masters of the sea ; and 
it may happen that this spark of fire, that 
appears nothinK", may finish by devouring 
the whole contment, &c. 
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Trinidad and Barbadoes, allowed the 
general to recruit In these islands, 
and even from the militia* But af- 
ter a little time, the admiral wrote 
to him, that " by recent instructions 
received from England, he was di- 
rected to limit the assistance general 
Miranda was "to receive from him, 
to protection from the naval force of 
the enemy,— to prevent succours 
being landed,-*and to secure his re- 
embarcation, in the event of his being 
obliged to leave the shore." It is 
probable, that the negotiations at 
Paris, in which the ministers were 
then engaged, and their hopes of 
peace, were the sole motives of the 
reserve which they embraced on this 
occasion. That they had by no 
means determined against the great 
plan of emancipation, as some of 
their enemies have been busy to in- 
sinuate, we are happy to be able to 
prove, by the succeeding passage of 
the safne letter. " I am further di- 
ffected,** says the admiral, " to send 
by a fast sailing vessd, full details 
of the situation in which the conti- 
nent of South America now stands, 
in order that his majesty's ministei*s 
may finally decide as to the measures 
they may take." In consequence of 
the above, he adds, " a schoooftr at- 
tends captain Dundas of thlTEle- 
phant, to Coro, which schooner will 
receive on board your despatches, and 
immediately proceed to England." 
He concludes by saying : " I think 
it proper to give you this eaily in- 
formation, lest you should he led to 
expect a military force to arrive for 
yonr support ; a circumstance I am 
ignorant of being in the contempla- 
tion t)f his majesty's government ; 
but, should any arrive, you may de- 
pend on its being forwarded to you 
without loss of time." In another 
letter, ten days later, he says : " I 
wish I could send you five or six re- 
giments ; and if the negotiations for 
peace blow off, I do not despair of a 
force arriving from England, to place 
you in perfect security." 



The extraordinary events which 
immediately followed the rupture of 
the negotiations at Paris, and the re- 
moval from his majesty's councils, 
which soon succeeded, of the minis* 
ters by whom that negotiation was 
conducted, afforded them no oppoiv 
tunity of recommencing any opera- 
tions for the emancipation of South 
America; and the facility with which 
they allowed themselves to be drawn 
into the support oi the schemes of 
conquest, so injudiciously underta- 
ken by sir Home Popham, deranged 
all their views with regard to that 
great object of policy. Of the me- 
morable expedition to Buenos Ayrea, 
the history is too well known to re- 
quire any recapitulation in this place. 
Its effects, with regard to the great 
and salutary plan of liberation, have 
been twofold. It has certainly sha- 
ken, and that violently, the confidence 
of the American people in the British 
government. They had been told, 
from the highest authority, that the 
views of that government were sole- 
ly to aid them in procuring their 
independence; yet the first army 
they behold, comes both for conquest 
and for plunder.* However, it has 

♦ A proclamation, transmitted by lord 
MelviUie, then secretary of state, and cir- 
culated on the coasts of Spanish America 
by the governour of Trinidad, in 1797, 
calling upon the inhabitants to retUt the 
oppresiive authority of the Spamah govern' 
fnent, assures them, ** that measures have 
been taken to support tlicm by means of 
the Brittsh naval force, and to supply 
them with arms and ammunition, mei^y 
to enable them to maintain their commer- 
cial independence, -without any denre on 
the part of the king of England^ to acquire 
any right of oovei'eignty over thenh or to 
interfere -with their civil, political^ or rc- 
/igious rights f unless they themselves 
should in any degree solicit his protec- 
tion." Let us consider the effect which 
this proposal was calculated to make upon 
tlie minds of the people of South America, 
when contrasted with tlie conduct direct- 
ed to be pursued in the instructions to 
the assailants of Buenos A)'rcs. In the in- 
structions to general Whitelocke [See 
the documents published in the Appex^-^ 
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iMd thit Jbrtunate efeay that it has 
given |]S> nationally* a much juster 
idea than we formerly possessed^ of 
the value of the South American 

Epulation. It has turned the pub- 
. k curiosity more forcibly toward 
that quarter of the world ; and it has 
afforded us some precious evidence of 
the desire which pervades South 
America to shake off the yoke of a 
foreign government, and assume the 
guidance of its own affairs. 

The men who had succeeded to 
power, when general Miranda re- 
mmed to England, were prepared to 
embark in the scheme with real en- 
ergy* After various delays, a force 
waa at last assembled. And it has 
been oftener than once publickly sta- 
tedf we believet with perfect accura- 
cy, that the expedition which was 
prepared at Cork last summer, and 
which was to be commanded by sir 
Arthur Wellesley, was intended to 
cooperate with Miranda in the long 
projected measure of emancipating 
South America; and, had not the 
extraordinary revolution which broke 
out in Spain given to those forces a 
different destination, , it is probable 
that, by this time, that important 
measure would at length have been 
accomplished* 

W« arc now once more at peace 
with the Spanish nation; and, of 

dix to Whitelocke's Trial, p. 8.] is the 
lowing passage. «* With the force 
abo«'e stated, you will proceed to exe- 
cute the service intrusted to you, ^ the 
reduction «j/* the province of £tieno9 JiyreM 
Wider the authority of hit majeaty.** In 
the next page, he is directed ** not to 
introdace into tlie government any other 
chsi^ than that \^ich must necessarily 
arise fiom the substitution of his majes- 
ty's authority for that of the king of Spain." 
In the instructions likewise to general 
Crauford respecting Chili, he is com- 
manded to make no other changes ** than 
that of pladng the country under his ma- 
jc«ty*t proteetion and government ;** and 
iMf ** that the form of the former govern- 
joent is to be preserved, subject only to 
the changes which the tubatitution of hie 
vajeat^e authority for that of th/t king" tf 
i^n may render ineviuble/* 
TOL. U. 



course, all idea of using force to de- 
tach her colonies is out of the ques- 
tion. We are not only at peace, but 
we are in alliance with her. A gene- 
rous sympathy with a^ people con- 
tending for their independence has 
had, at least, as much share in produ- 
cing that alliance, as our conmon 
hostility to their oppressor. We are 
bound, therefore, by every consider- 
ation of national honour, to abbtain, 
while this struggle lasts, from any 
step which might admit of being 
construed into an injury or offence 
to our allies. If the Spaniards, there- 
fore, should succeed in repelling their 
invaders, and should remain in peace 
and alliance with us, we must re- 
nounce, of course, all notion of eman- 
cipating her colonies without her 
consent. Incalculably beneficial as 
such an event would be for us, and 
even for Spain herself, and impossi- 
ble as it might be f6r any efforts of 
her's long to prevent its occurrence, 
still we conceive, that the relation* 
of peace and amity in which we 
should stand with that power, would 
prevent ua from interfering to pro- 
mote it, and tie up our hands from 
attempting to separate from her 
those dependencies, upon which she 
still set a value, although she might 
really derive no benefit from their 
possession, and might be guilty of 
the greatest oppression with regard 
to them. If it were possible, there- 
fore, for us to entertain those pleasing 
views on the probable issue of the 
present contest in Spain, to which 
some of our more sanguine country- 
men seem still to adhere, we should 
only have to say, that we should 
trust with some confidence, that the 
same spirit and intelligence which 
had been triumphant in Europei 
wSuld be just and generous in Ame- 
rica. And that the amended govern- 
ment and enlightened councils of 
regenerated Spain, would relax the 
severity of its control over its re- 
mote dependencies, and yield, spon- 
taneously! to its transatlantick chil« 
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clrcn^ th»t cmanciimtion for whick 
thcjr have hitherto relied, rather on 
the weakness, than the beneficence^ 
of their mother country* 

These, however, abs ! are specu- 
lations in which it appears to us that 
no sober man can now allow himself 
to indulge. The fate of Spain, we 
think, is decided ; and that fine and 
misguided country has probably yield- 
ed, by this time,* to the fate which has 
fallen on the greater part of conti«* 
nental Europe. Her European do- 
minions have yielded already to the 
unrelaxing grasp of the insatiable 



conqueror ; and his ambitHMi and cn« 
pidity have no doubt already scented 
their quarry in her American posses* 
sions. At this moment, we have &• 
doubt, his restless intriguers are at 
work to poison the pure fountains oC 
patriotism and concord in these dis-' 
tant regions ; and forces are prepa- 
ring to trample down those sparks 
of independence which the slightest 
stirring would now spread into an 
unqueiH:hable blaze. A moment is 
yet left us, to resolve on what magr 
soon be impracticable* 



FKOM THB q.UAllTB|tLY REVIEW. 

Publick Characters of 1809-10, 8vo. pp. 684. London. 
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FROM an ill-written " Preface" 
to this strange production, it appears 
that the editor has been, for some 
years, in the practice of sallying forth 
«n the king's highway, seizing upon 
numbers of unsuspecting people, un- 
dec the extraordinary pretence of 
their being " Publick Charac- 
ters," and dressing them up with 
caps and bells, and other derogatory 
appendages of folly, for the enter- 
tainment of such as chose to lay out 
a few shiiUngs on so indecorous a 
spectacle. 

The only plea advanced by him for 
this annual outrage on the peace of 
society, is, that the victims of it are 
dizened out in such beautiful colours, 
that they cannot choose but be de- 
lighted with their own appearance* 
This is adding mockery to injury. 
The wardrobe of a puppet show is 
more magnificent than the frippery 
thus forced upon them ; and the 
bungling wretches employed to string 
the tawdry tatters together, must have 
served their apprenticeship to the 
furnishers of garden scarecrows. 

The first, or, as we rather think, 
the second person who figures in the 
group of this year, is " the reverend 

* January 1809: 



William Coxe, M. A. F. R. S. and F- 
S. A* Archdeacon of Wilts and Rec- 
tor of Bcmarton." His appearance 
is not a little comical ; and we should 
endeavour to give our readers some 
idea of it, did we not consider him as 
<< a man more sinned against than 
sinning," and no less grieved than 
ashamed at his involuntary degrada- 
tion. 

But though we feel unmixed pity 
for sufferers of this description, we 
cannot be so indulgent to those who 
rush into the circle, uncaught^ and 
exhibit their foppery for the gratifr* 
cation of individual yanity« Towards 
the conclusion of the sIk>w, << Mr. M. 
P. Andrews, M. P. for Bewdley in 
Worcestershire," steps gay ly forward, 
and, with the air and gait of a morris- 
dancer, enters upon a ridiculous dis 
play of his accomplishments. 

He begins with a scrap of bad Ita* 
Uan ; after which he informs the au- 
dience that he was destined for the 
counting house ; but that, ^ instead of 
thumbing over the leger, he be- 
came enraptured with the poets of 
ancient days, and wooed the muses 
with considerable success." p. 533. 

Of these raptures, and his succesSf 
he gives a specimen, in a prologue of 
several pagesi in which^ he adds, ^< he 
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iidkRved to have displayed peculiar 
cxceil^ce.'' p. 595. 

•'Lfluiy Drawcantir came to mc last night : 
*Oh! my dear maHoD, I am in auch a 

iriffht; 
^eyNre drawn me for a man, and what la 

worse, 
I am to soldier it, and mount a horse : 
Mutt wear the breeches!* — Says I, *don*t 

deplore 
What in your husband's life you always 

wore,*' 8ic. 

Notwithstanding the radiance shed 
around him by these, and a hundred 
other verses, nearly equal to them in 
glory, Mr. M. P. A. absolutely star- 
tles our credulity by affirming, with 
apparent seriousness, that '^ he was 
not dazzled with his good fortune.'* 
p. 529. 

He next produces a list of his nu- 
merous farces,— -&rces of which the 
?ery names havfc perished from all 
memory but his owur— and, that no 
possible wish may remain ungratified, 
ID a matter of such moment, he con- 
siderately subjoins f^ the cast of the 
characters at Covent Garden." 

A rapid transition is then made 
Irom poetry to politicks, and we learn 
that Mr. M. P. A. lias " sat during 
fife successive parliaments, made one 



speech, and given two votes for the 
prince of Wales.** p. 530. 

Lastly— but the reader shall have 
it in his own words : and we must do 
the speaker the justice to say, that, 
in every requisite of fine language, 
what follows is, at least, equal to the 
very best parts of this curious exhi- 
bition of" Publick Characters.*' 

*^ But it is chiefly as a member of 
the bon ton that colonel Andrews*'— 
[markthat,the colonel !] " has render- 
ed himself conspicuous. His house 
is occasionally thrown open to the first 
company, and no private gentleman, 
perhaps, has ever possessed a more 
elegant assemblage of lords and ladies 
than have made their appearance at 
his routes. His noble withdrawing 
rooms, uniting with the brilliancy of 
an audience chamber ail the efiPects 
of a conservatory, exhibit, amidst the 
severest rigours of winter, a parterre 
of blooming dutchesses, marchio- 
nesses, countesses, baronesses, Sec. 
and had he realized his early inclina- 
tions, and repaired to the east, his 
harem, even if he had become* a 
Turkish bashaw, would have turned 
pile at the sight of so many fine spe- 
cimens of British beauty.** p. 538. 
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Anecdotes of Birds, or short Accounts of their Habits in a State of Nature, collected 
from the best Authors in Natural History. With Figures engraved on Wood. 12ina 
5s. 1809. 



THIS is a very entertaining and 
useful book, exceedingly well calcula- 
ted to make young persons acquainted 
with certain familiar parts of natural 
iHstory of which it is a disgrace to be 
ignorant. The accounts are select- 
td from Pennant* White, Latham, 
Heame, &c. The following anecdote 
rf the common cock, is whimsical, 
and we are assured it is authentick. 

** In a gentleman*!* yard in the country, 
who kept a stock of poultry, an old turkey 
cock used to take delight in chasing a 
young cock round the yard and orchard, 
and whenever he could overtake him used 
to fight him unmercifully; he also con. 
standy drove him from his meat when 



they were fed. As the cock grew and 
obtained strength, he began to resist this 
violence, and, afler repeated battles, at 
last obtained the masterhood. The tables 
were now completely turned, and the 
cock exercised as much oppression over 
the turkey cock as he had before received 
from him. In fact, he could not come in 
sight of the cock but he was instantly 
ebAsed round the premises, and it was a 
ludicrous sight to see so large a bird run- 
ning with all his speed from an adversary 
so much smaller than himself. At last 
he Was found dead with his head and 
neck thrust into a heap of brushwood, 
where he had vainly expected to be shel- 
tered from his exasperated antagonist^ ai\d 
thua fell a victim to his tyranny." 
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JROM THB MOKTRLT MA«AZIlCfc. 

An Account of the Saffering^ of the Crew of two Schooners, part of the Squadron of 
Genend Miranda, which were taken by two Spanish Guarda-Costas^ in June 1806. 
Written by one of the Suiferers who made his escape. 

[The world knows little of the extraordinary expedition of Qeneral Miranda to the 
Spanish Main, in 1806; but it will be remembered tliat he arrived in the Gulf of 
Mexico with an armed Brig and two Schooners^ and that in a rencontre with two 
Gaarda-Costas, the schooners were both taken. We are now enabled to lay before 
our readers the particulai-s of the treatment their crews met with from the Spa- 
niards—The trials tend also to throw some light on the Bxpe^tion itself.] 



TOWARDS the end of June, 
the lieutenant govemour of Caraccas, 
accompanied by four asnistant officers 
or judgesy together with an inter- 
preter for each officer^ arrived at 
P^rto Cavello, for the purpose of ta- 
king the examination of the prison- 
ers* They assembled in the guard 
house, within the walls of Castle St. 
Philip, in a large room fitted up %* 
that purpose. In this room were pla- 
ced five separate benches with desks ; 
at one of which was seated the lieute« 
nant govemour, with an interpreter; 
at the other four* each of the other 
judges, \iith an interpreter also. 

The ordinary appearance of the 
place, together with the undignified 
looks of the judges, could scarcely 
induce the priboners to believe that 
this was the tribunal before which 
they were to be tried for their lives. 
Nor were they a little surprised) when 
they ascertained, by the course of the 
proceedings, that they were to be 
compelled to give evidence, under 
oath, against themselves, and against 
each other ; and upon this testimony 
alone they were to be convicted. 

The judges being ready to proceed, 
caused five of the prisoners to be 
brought up in the first place. They 
were informed of the charges exhibit- 
ed against them) viz. piracy, rebel- 



lion* and murdering one of his Ca- 
tholick majesty's subjects. They 
were then asked to describe the man* 
ner in which oaths are administered 
in their own country ; which having 
done, they were requested to lay their 
hands upon the Bible and administer 
the oaths to themselvest agreei^e to 
the manner in which they bad been 
accustomed to swear. 

The five prisoners were thus dis- 
tributed, one to each judge, seated at 
his respective desk, ail being in one 
room, and some little distance from 
each other. 

In the middle of the Boor, lay i^ 
number of arms and instruments of 
war, such as guns, rifles, axes, pis- 
tols, pikes, swords, and shovels ; also, 
Miraticia's colours, uniform clothes, 
and a numiber of his proclamations ; 
all which were taken from on board 
of the schooners. 

The judges commenced their exa* 
minittion by their interpreters, who 
put the questions in English, and 
gave the answers to the judges. They 
continued to examine them for the 
space of four or five hours, when they 
were returned to the prison, and five 
others brought up in their places. In 
this manner the examination proceed" 
ed for the space of two weeks before 
it ended« 
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The feioiiriiig were the general 
questions and answers, put to one of 
ue piHsonerS) who has since regained 
Ui&ertf. 

^* Vow old are you ? 

A. .^out twenty-two years, 

% 'Where was you bora» and where do 
four parents reside ? 

A. I was borate the state of Massachus- 
setts ; my parents reside in New York. 

Q, Why did yn^^ISi^ New York ? 

A. To seek my K«teie. # ' 

Q. Who engaged you to go on board of 
the Leapder ? 

A. Colonel Armstrong. 

Q. Where was you en^g^d to go ? 

A. To Jacmel, and from there to other 
pfc e es , not disclosed to me at the time of 
the engagement. 

<!• Did you know that you was coming 
here? 

A. No. Porto Cavello was not men- 
tiooed. 

Q. Xitd Miranda also engage you to go 
onboard of the Leander ? 

A. I didnot know there was such a per • 
sofsuntU the Lsander had lefl the port of 
K^w Tork. 

' % In what capacity did you enter on 
board of the Leander ?' 

A. As a printer. 

Q. Uow oame yon to changne that ciqia* 
cit^ sad accept of a military commission 
Milder Miranda ? 
A. From motives of personal conveni- 



Q. Was you not a lieutenant in a rifle 
regiment, under Miranda, as mentioned 
m this paper } [showing* him a list of oiR- 
cers commissioned by Miranda, and which 

X found in the possession of one of U\e 
ersj 
A^ Ti ; but did not know then that I 
i»MHlg to this place. 
It At what place did you stop on your 



A. At St. Domingo and the island of 
Arabs. 

Q. Did you not go on shore at Aruba in 
wniform , in company with other officers, 
and did yon oot nancenvre there for the 
poipose otaakingsn attack upon the Main? 
. A* We^manoeuvred there, for the pur- 
pose of moling an attack upon some place 
whkh Mutandis had in view; but what 
place, manj tf his men did not know. 

(t Did 7^' not come to the Main for 
tile piiiyaift' of assisting Miranda in fight- 
iqg MfpMti ^b government, and in revo- 
httkMiiniig Ui^ country ? 

A, it was repres^ted by Miranda, that 
ao fighting would be necessary to effect 



the object, whateiner k Was, he had hi Tiew. 
<t What was the real object of Miranda 
in coming to the Main ) 

A. I do not know ; but understood it 
was to better the condition of the Spanish 
people. 

Q. Do you know the names of any fet' 
sons here, who were expected would join 
Miranda? 
A. I do not. 

Q. Were there any private signals msde 
to you from the shore, by any persons re- 
sidling here ? 
A. I saw none. 

Q. Was the Leander boarded on her 
voyage by any English vessel ? 
A. Yes ; the Cleopatra. 
Q. Was tliere any private conversatioa 
between the commander and Miranda ? 

A. Yes ; but what the purport of it was 
I do not know. 

Q. Did Miranda go on board of her and 
stay several hours ? 

A. He did; he stopped one night on 
board. 

Q. Was the Leander armed, and load* 
ed with arms and warlike stores I 
A. Yes. 

Q. How many stand of arms had she on 
board? 

A. About twelve hundred. 
Q. Did you not erect a printing press 
at Jacmel, and print a numoer of procla- 
mations, and is not this one of them? 
fsljpwing him one of the proclamations, 
m the Spanish language.3 

A. Yes ; and this may be one of them ; 
but I did not know the purport of it, as I 
am ignorant of the Spanish language. 

Q. Do you know what that word means ! 
[pointing to the word, Madrid.'] 

A. It means, I presume, the capital of 
old Spain. 

Q. Is that all you know of it here ? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know those articles ? [point- 
ing to the warlike instruments lying upoa 
the floor.] 

A. I have seen the like before ; perhaps 
the same. 

Q. Did not those persons who went on 
shore, go there for the purpose of distri- 
buting these proclamations ? 
A. No. They went for amusement. 
Q. Is not that your regimental coat ? 
A. I do not know. It may be the coat 
I was obliged to wear, 

Q. Did you understand that Miranda 
fitted out his expedition by the consent of 
your government ? 

A. No. He kept his object and opera- 
tions concealed from the publick. It was 
a private undertaking of his own» 
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Q. Were not the wmciptl peraons who 
embarked in Miranda's expedition, bank- 
rapta and broken merchants ? 

A. I was not acquainted with their cir- 
cumstances : there might be some of this 
description, 

A number of other questions were 
put, and answered; but being of a tri- 
fling nature, comparatively speaking, 
are not here inserted. 

After they had finished examining 
the prisoner, he was then told by his 
judge, that if he would relate every 
thing he knew relating to the expe- 
dition, the names of those who were 
concerned in it, and those that were 
expected would join Miranda, his 
chains should be taken off, and he set 
at liberty, and sent home to America. 
To which he answered, that he had 
disclosed all he knew of consequence, 
or particularly recollected. 

The following were questions put 
to another prisoner, who has also ef- 
fected his return home. 

Q. What reli^on arc yon of? 

A. The presbyterian persuasion. 

Q. Where was you born and brought 
lip? 

A. In New York. 

Q. Who engaged you to embark in Mi- 
randa's expedition ? 

A. One John Fink, of New York, 
butcher. 

Q. Did you know Miranda, in New 
York? 

A. No. I did not know him until I was 
six days at sea. 

Q. Where was you engag^ed to go ? 

A. I was engaged to gt>, in the first 
place, to Alexandria, where 1 was to land. 
From thence I was to marcli to Washing- 
ton, where I was to be equipped with a 
horse, saddle, and bridle, and in coni]5a- 
ny Mrith other persons, I was to march to 
New Orleans to guard tlie mail. 

Q. Was Miranda's expedition sanction- 
ed by your povei-nment ? 

A. i do not know. 1 did not know there 
was such an expedition as it afterwards 
proved to be. 

Q. Do you know the names of any Spa- 
niards here, whom Miranda relied upon 
joining him ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Was you not occupied in Jacmcl, in 
putting handles to pikes ? 

A. Yes ; I was obliged to do it. 

Q. Did you not bring tliose axes [point- 
^g to some on the floor} for the purpose 



of cutting off our hetdf , and thMe •hov«l| 
to bury us? 

A. I never knew what use waf to be 
made of them. 

Q. Do not you think you deserve hang- 
ing? 

A. No. What I did I was obliged to 
do, contrary to my will. 

Q. Do not you think you ought rather 
to die than be compelled to commit * 
crime ? 

A. No. I have always understood that 
self-preiertation was the first law of na- 
ture. 

Q. Why did you not all rise and take 
command of the schooner, after 'you dis- 
covered her intention ? 

A. We did attempt it once, but failed. 
We had agreed to attempt a second time, 
on the evening of that day we were taken. 

After the examination of all the 
prisonei*s was gone through, they 
were again brought up the second 
time, when similar questions were 
put to them as before, and similar 
answers made. 

The examinations Were then ta- 
ken by the lieutenant-govemour and 
judges to Caratcas, where, as was 
understood, they were laid before a 
military court, assembled for the pur- 
pose of pronouncing judgment. They 
remained under their consideration 
for several days, before any thing was 
determined upon. 

During that time the prisoners 
remained in confinement, snflTering 
almost every deprivation, and reflect- 
ing upon what would be their doom. 
Some were entirely indiffei*ent, and 
were willing to meet deathy rather 
than endure their situation. Emaci- 
ated, sick, and obliged to endure filth, 
bad air, and unwholesome food, many 
were tired of life. 

On the 20ih of July, about eleven 
o'clock in the morning, the prison 
doors were thrown open, which pre- 
sented to our view a large bo<ly of 
armed soldiers, drawn up round the 
prison door with muskets aimed to- 
,ward8 qs, loaded, cocked^ and bayo« 
nets fixed. All expected instant death. 
However, we were ordered out, and 
placed in a line for marching; the 
soldiers on each side with their mus- 
kets pointc^gj^^r^o^^^ Jhere was 
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little danger of the prisoners esca- 
ping, being in irons, and so weak and 
emaciated as to just be able to walk« 

They were then ordered to march 
forward} which ihtj did, though 
slowly, as their ancles wepe still 
in irons. In this situation they were 
marched into a yard, walled round, 
and ordered upon their knees ; front- 
^ by the soldiers at a little distance 
with their muskets still aimed at them 
and ready to fire. Every moment 
the word fire was expected. 

Shortly appeared tlie interpreter, 
accompanied by one or two officers, 
and two or three Roman Catholick 
priests. The following persons being 
called: 



Fniicis Farquarson, 
Qiaiies Johnson, 
Milet I^ HaU, 
Thtnnas Billopp, 
Gttstavus A.vBergud, 



Daniel Kemper, 
John Ferris, 
James Gardner, 
Thomas Donohue, 
Paul T. George. 



The interpreter then read to them, 
bom a paper which he held in his 
hand, the ibllowing sentence : 
^ " In the morning of to morrow, at 
SUE otlock,. you and each of you are 
sentenced to be hung by the neck un- 
til dead ; after which your heads are 
to be severed from your bodies and 
placed upon poles, and distributed in 
publick parts of the country.'' 

The following persons were then 
called and sentenced to ten years im- 
prisonment, at hard labour, in liie cas- 
tle of Omoa, near the Bay of Hondu- 
ras, and after th&t time, to await the 
king's pleasure: 

John T. O'StUUvan, Henry Ing«rsoll« 
Jeremiah Powell, Thomas Gill, 
John H. Sherman, John £dsall» 
David Heckle & Son, Johti Havs, 
John Moore, Daniel M*Kay, 

John M. Blltott, Bennett B. Vegus, 

Eobert Saunders, Peter Naulty. 

The following persons were sen- 
tenced to the same punishment, for 
the same length of time, at the castle 
•f Porto Rico. 
Wm. W. Lippincott, 
Bloses Smith, 



Matthewr Buchanan, 
Alex. Buchanan, 
John Parsells, 
David Winton, 
J«baSc0tt, 



Stephen Burtis, 
Jotm Burk, 
Phineas Raymond, 
Joseph Bennett, 
£aton Burlingham, 
James Grant, 
Frc4cricjt Riggm, 



And the following persons were 
sentenced to the same punishmentf 
at the castle of Bocca Chica, in Car- 
thagena, except their terms of servi- 
tude were eight years instead often. 
William Long, William Cartwright^ 

Benjamin Davis, Samuel Touzier, 
Joseph L. Heckle, William Burnside, 
Henry Sperry, Abraham Head, 

Robert Stcavison, James Hyatt, 
Benj. Nicholson, William Pride, 
Samuel Price, Pompey Grant, 

Elerv King, George Ferguson, 

Hugh Smith, Robert Rains. 

Daniel Newbury. 

Those persons who were sentenced 
to Omoa) were principally officers 
and noncommissioned officers, under 
Miranda. Those sentenced to Porto 
Rico, were generally privates and 
mechanicks ; and those sentenced 
to Bocca Chica, were gep^rally sea- 
men. 

On the morning of the Slst of Ju- 
ly, about six o'clock, the prisoners 
were alarmed by the noise of an as- 
semblage of Spanish soldiers at the 
door of the prison ; when presently 
the door was thrown open, and dis- 
covered to their view about three hun- 
dred soldiers, with muskets loaded, 
bayonets fixed, and arrayed in two 
lines on the right and left of the pri- 
son door, facing inwards, and in a 
position of charged bayonets. 

The prisoners, after being ordered 
to put on what clothes they had 
(which were nothing more than a 
piece of shirt, and a pair of ragged 
pantaloons ; some had not even those 
articles) they were lashed two toge- 
ther by the elbows, and placed in a 
line, between the soldiers, for march- 
ing. The ten prisoners to be exe- 
cuted were then brought out, and 
with their hands lashed fast before, 
and with white robes on, that extend- 
ed from the lower part of their necks 
to their heels, and white caps upoii 
their heads, were placed in front. In 
front of them, were placed the three 
catholick prisoners, attended by 
three priests, carrying in their hands 
the holy cross, and accompanied with 
attendants carrying the sacrament, 
wax candles, ^aij4f^tti5t,«^|ements 
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of the church. Id this situation the 
prisoners, with their irons upon their 
feet, marched sio^y ak)ng between 
the lines of soldiers, out of the walls 
of the castle, to the gallows. 

Castle St. Philip is situated j^pon 
a large, level space of ground, ni the 
harbour of Porto Cavello, and sepa- 
rated from the town by a narrow arm 
of water. The walls are nearly a 
quarter of a mile in circumference ; 
about fourteen feet high, and about 
thirteen feet thick, forming also the 
outward walls of the prison ; mount- 
ed with about fifty pieces of large 
metal. Outside of the walls, and 
fronting the town, is a large area, for 
the purpose of exercising the soldiers, 
&CC. Upon this spot the gallows was 
ei*ected, being about forty rods from 
the prison. 

The gallows was about twenty 
feet long and iifleen feet high, and 
separated in the middle by a post, 
making two divisions and two pair of 
steps, one for the Roman Catholick 
prisoners, as directed by the priests, 
and the other for the presbyterians, 
or hereticks, as they were called* 
Whence it appeared that they could 
separate their bodies, if they could 
not their souls afterwards. About 
half way up the middle post were 
placed Miranda's colours. Underneath 
them lay the instruments of war, 
taken from the schooners, together 
with the military coats> hats, and fea-' 
thers of the officers. 

After the procession reached the 
gallows, those to be executed were 
taken to the front. The other prisoners 
were drawn up in the rear, so as to 
be in front of each other as they 
ascended the steps. Immediately 
round the prisoners were drawn up 
two or three companies of uniform 
soldiers, principally Old Spainers. In 
the rear of those were several compa- 
nies of militia, the greater part of 
whom were natives of the country. 
At a little distance, in the rear of 
these, were drawn up several compa- 
nies of artillery ; and along the shore 
of the town of Porto Cavelloy were 



stationed a number of companies of 
cavalry. From this extensive mili- 
tary force, brought to attend the ex- 
ecution, some concluded that an op- 
position was feared from persons 
friendljr disposed to Miranda ; butno- 
thing of that kind was manifested* 

Being ready to proceed to the ex- 
ecution, the prisoners waited their 
fate with a composure of mind that 
seemed to evince a reconciled consci- 
ence. Not the least intimidated, they 
discovered a firmness and resolution 
indicative of soldiers. 

Mr. FarquarsoB being first selected} 
to meet his fate, was led to the 8ta|B| 
of the gallows, by a negro slave, who 
acted as the jack ketch of the day, 
and for which he was promised his 
liberty. His irons were then knocked 
off, and he led up to the top of the 
scaffold, where he was seated, front- 
ing his fellow piisoners. The ropes* 
being placed round his neck, he rose 
upon his feet and took a final fare- 
well of his companions, wishing them, 
a better fate. The negro thea gave 
him a push from the top of the scaf- 
fold, and launched him into eternity. 
Immediately the negro let himself 
down upon the ropes, and seating 
himself upon the shoulders, with hu 
feet hanging upon the breast, beat 
the breath out of the body with his 
heels ; then jumping down, caught 
the body by the feet, and pulled it to- 
wards one end of the g;allows to make 
room for another. 

In the same manner they proceed* 
ed to execute Mr. Billopp, Kemper, 
Bergud, Hall, Johnson, and Feniss 
after which they proceeded in a like 
manner to execute the three Roman 
Catholick prisoners, Gardner, Dono- 
hue, and George, who were constant* 
ly attended by their priests. They 
were taken to the other part of the 
gallows, where they again received 

• The Spaniards use two ropes in their 
manner of hanging : one something small- 
er than the other, and a few inches 
shorter, which serves to break the neok, 
while the other sustains the weight of the 
body. 
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the sacrament, each one was accom- 
puiied to the top of the steps by his 
priest. 

All of them, except one, had a few 
vords to address to their companions, 
hy the way of taking leave of them. 
IBtergnd, a native of Poland, and a 

I brave fellow, evinced a great con- 
tempt of death. After the ropes 
#ere round his neck, he observed : 
** Fellow prisoners, we have all suf- 
fered much, but rmy suflfeHngs will 
soon end. I die innocent, and relief 
will come from that source [pointing 
lo Miranda's colours.] Miranda's 
arms will rid you of your chains* and 
tHumph over your oppressors. When 
that shall happen, remember to 
avenge my death.** Then, without 
waiting for the executioner, he jump- 
ed from the scaffold, and ended his 
exetence at once 

Mr Donohuc, after his priest had 
left him, observed : " Fellow prison- 
ers, I wish you a final adieu ; [then 

I pdnting towards the Spaniards] these 
bloodhounds will pay ten-fold for this 
ere long." 

Every one evinced a similar firm- 
n^s of mind, and met their fate with 

I an unchanged countenance, except 
Mr. George,* a young man, and the 
kst one executed ; who, instead of 
acquiring resolution, by the examples 
of intrepidity, which had l>een set 
1dm by his companions, was disheart- 
ened by the shocking sight which 
Was left after life was extinguished. 

\ He sunk under the weighty thought 
of encountering an unknown eternity. 
He fainted just as h^ was about to 
ascend the steps. After some exertion 
be was brought to hi* recollection, 
and taken immediately to the top of 
the scaffold, the ropes put round his 

• This youn^ man was by birth a Por- 
tuguese. He left a wealthy and miserly 
parent, in consequence of being too se- 
verely restricted in pecuniary indulgence, 
and came to New York. After spending 
some time in ablate of idleness, and being 
j short of money, he embarked in Miranda's 
expedition, flushed with the idea of ma- 
king a fortane at one stroke. 
▼ OL. II. 



neck, and he swung off without say- 
ing a word. 

After they were all hung, the exe- 
cutioner began at the first one, cut 
the ropes and let him drop to the 
ground, and passed on in the sam* 
manner through the whole. The 
fall, being sonfte distance from the 
ground, broke many of their limbs, 
which piercing through the flesh, 
presented a shocking sight to their 
surviving countrymen. Each body 
was then taken, and laid upon a benchy 
with the head upon a block. The ne- 
gro, with a chopping knife, cut the 
heads from their shoulders, and ta- 
king them by the hair, held them up, 
bleeding, to the view of the specta- 
tors. The rest were served in the 
same manner. 

After this scene of blood was finish- 
ed, Miranda's colours were cut down 
and triumphantly carried to a little 
distance from the gallows, where were 
placed in one pilf, the uniform coats 
and hats of the oflicers, their commis- 
sions, arms, and implements of war, 
together with Miranda's proclama- 
tions. Upon this pile the colours were 
placed, and then set fire to and burnt 
to ashes* 

Their heads afterwards were taken, 
agreeable to the sentence, and distri- 
buted to the different adjacent publick 
places. Three were put up at La- 
guira, two at Caraccas, two at Occo- 
manus, two at Valentia, and one at 
Porto Cavello. They were put into 
iron cages, prepared for that purpose, 
placed upon poles, which were erect- 
ed in conspicuous places, so as -to 
strike the attention of the people. 

This horrid scene of death and 
butchery being over, after having 
lasted from six o'clock in the morn- 
ing, till alx)ut one o'clock in the af- 
ternoon, the remainder of the prison- 
ers, with heavy hearts, were returned 
to their respective prisons, there to 
remain until the Spaniards were ready 
to transport them to their respective 
places of servitude. 

After witnessing the execution of 
their ten ^rig^j^^iqnj^^ prisoners 
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mnsdnad In confinement without any 
alteration of their condition, except, 
ft-om the heat of the weather, and the 
weight of their irons, their sufferings 
wci-e more insupportable than they 
had been. They anxiously wished 
for the day when they were to be 
taken out for the purpose of being re- 
moved to their respective ploces of 
servitude ; inaimuch as they cherished 
a hope, that some auspicious circum- 
stance might favour an escape. The 
expected period arrived on the 7th 
of August, when they were all ex- 
amined, their irons inspected, and 
moi*e firmly ri vetted upon them ; and 
about four o'clock, P. M. taken out 
and carried on board of an armed 
merchant ship (the Prince of Peace) 
often guns, for the purpose of being 
conveyed to Carthagena, an exten- 
sive Spanish seaport town, situated 
on the Main, and about three hun- 
dred leagues from Porto Cavello. At 
the mouth of the harbour of this place, 
is situated Bocca Chica, whither a 
portion of the prisonei's had been sen- 
tenced. At this phce the remainder 
were to remain, until they could be 
conveniently ti*aD»^«rled to their des- 
tined places. 

The prisoners were ail placed be* 
tween the decks, and guarded by 
abotit fifty soldiers, placed on board, 
exclusive of the ship's ci-ew, for that 
purpose. In consequence of this 
guard, it was extremely dilBcult to 
put in execution any eifectuai plan 
for the purpose of regaining their li- 
berty, notwithstanding tlie extreme in- 
dolence of the soldiers, who spent the 
j;realer part of their lime either sleep- 
ing or smoking. Several schemes 
were concerted, and all frustrated. 
Preparations were made at one time 
for ridding themselves of their irons, 
which was to be effected during the 
night ; when they were to rise upon 
the guard, take command of the ves- 
sel, and carry her into some port 
where they might escape* Had this 
bold attempt l>een undertaken with- 
out success, several lives, no doubt, 
•^uouid have been lost. Their situa- 
•*oii was (Icbperate ; and desperate 



nftems were necessary to be atteatpt* 
ed. Just before the appointed thao^ 
arrived, they were surprised to sec 
the number of the guards about thei* 
persons increased, themselves ex* 
amined, and their irons thoroughly 
inspected. This excited a sus|nciont 
that some one of their number, whose 
heart failed him, had betrayed them. 

Two or three at a time had been 
permitted to go upon deck, during; 
the day time, and remain an hour or 
two in the fresh air. These indul- 
gences were attributed to the fear of 
the commander, of being captured by 
some English vessel with whom they 
might fall in during their voyage ; 
when their severe treatment might 
be retaliated. 

The prisoners, finding they had 
failed in one scheme^ had recourse t« 
another. It was proposed and agreed 
tO) that in case they should not hap- 
pen to fall into the hands of the En* 
glish, before they should reach Car- 
thagena, one of them, at a time to bo 
agreed upon, should descend into the 
magazine room, and by means of a 
lighted cigar, set fire to the powder, 
and put an end, at once, to their suf- 
ferings, by blowing themselves and 
the vessel out of existence. This 
scheme met with the same ill success 
as the former. 

They were now arrived in sight of 
Carthagena, and all hopes of bein|f 
captured or of escape were gone* 
Just as they were making the port, an 
English frigate hore in sight, and in 
full chase after them^-but she was 
too late. An uncommon fatality seem- 
ed to attend all their prospects of re- 
lief. They arrived in Carthagena on 
the 17th of August 1806, after a voy- 
age of ten days. 

On the next day they were all tak^a 
out and marched up through the 
gate of the walls of the town, and 
through the town to the prison, ready 
to receive them. The sorrowful ap- 
pearance the prisoners made in 
marching along in their ironn 
through the town (about 47 in num* 
her) not having any thing upon their 
heads, but exposed to the hot sun— < 
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wicliotit any thinf^ upon their feet, 
and in rags, drew forth a multitude 
«f Spaniards to behold them. Sur- 
founded with men, women, and chil- 
dren, it was with difficulty they could 
make headway through them. The 
iimbby appearance of a majority of 

^ ^le inhabitsmts showed, that the pri- 
soners were not entirely out of fash- 
ion in their tattered dreas. 

After arriving at the place of con- 
finement, they were separated and 
put into three different rooms or 
iioles, almost destitute of the light 
of the sun J cut off from the circula- 
tion of the air ; hot, filthy, and with- 
out any thing to rest their heads upon 
but the bare ground. Whilst reflect- 

' mg upon these sorrowful regions of 
despair, they were comforted by the 
iDf(n*mation from their keeper, that 
these were only temporary places of 
confinement until another one was fit- 
ted up* 
The prison which was fitted up to 

[ receire the prisoners was adjacent to, 
and formed a part of the walls of the 
town, or the walls of the town form- 
ed the back walls of the prison— the 
front facing in upon the to;Mrn. The 

j waHs were made of stone and lime, 
About 12 or 13 feet thick. The rooms 
or cella, in which the prisoners were 
to be confined, were about 90 feet 
long and about 30 wide. There were 
00 windows or holes to let in light, 
except through the gratings of the 
door, where the guard was placed-— 

I a few small air holes led through the 
back of the prison ; and sentinels 
were placed upon the top of the prison 
walls. The floor of the prison was 
made of bricks, which formed the 
only piUows the prisoners had to lay 
their beads upon. To this prison all 
were removed after remaining se ve- 
nd days in their temp<H'ary places of 
confinenftent, except those who were 
sentenced to labour at Bocca Chica. 
They were taken out and commenced 
their term of servitude, of which 
mention will be made afterwards. 
This prison, although of a similar 
Biake to the first, they were happy t« 



find, afforded them more room, more 
air, and more light. 

They were now reduced to the 
number of twenty-eight, who were 
all confined in one apartment. Their 
irons were examined and more 
strongly riveted upon them. Those 
irons consisted of two heavy clevises 
which were pltced round the ancles, 
at the ends of which were holes, and 
through these ran an iron bolt, fas- 
tening them upon the ancles and 
joining one ancle with the other, at 
about six inches apart, just enaliling 
them to limp along, by hitching one 
foot before the other. These irons 
weighed about 20 or S5 pounds 
weight. At first their ancles became 
*so galled by them, which continually 
fretted the flesh whenever they at- 
tempted to exercise, that it was with 
difficulty they could walk about the 
floor of the prison. At length having 
grown lank and thin by the loss of 
flesh, they were enabled to raise the 
irons almost up to their knees, and 
by means of strings tied to the bolts 
and round their necks, kept them in 
that situation, by which they were 
much relieved in-walking. 

Their keeper was an Old-Spainer, 
and a sergeant of the guards. He 
was intrusted with the superinten- 
dence of all the prisoners in confine- 
ment. He kept a kind of provision 
shop, near the prison, and was the 
purveyor of the prisoners, and sup- 
plied thenv, in behalf of the govern- 
ment, with food. The prisoners were 
served twice a day, with a sort of fare, 
consisting of boiled plantains, rice. 
and water, and sometimes a small 
piece of fish. About one pint of this 
pottage was served out to each, in 
the fore part of the day ; and towards 
evening the same repeated. In some 
seasons of the year, when vegetables 
and food were not so plenty, they 
were scanted to a little rice and water, 
or a boiled plantain or two, scarcely 
sufficient to support nature. Their 
allowance was eighteen pence per 
day. This was paid to the oid sergeant, 
who for one shilliiit^ a uiece^ supplied 
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then irith ;thi»e two meaki a ^9 tai4 
the surplus sIk pence he paid tbem* 
This money they eiih^r laid out in 
|>uying more food^ or some kind of 
covering for their bodies^ or laid it 
up till times of sickness. Aftei* |k 
whiJc, they were allowed the eighteen 
penc«( in money» instead of food, with 
which they were to support theni- 
selves. 

In thb situation they were to re* 
main, as they were told, until they 
could be removed to their places of 
labour. It was, however, understood 
that they would not be removed du* 
ring the war between England and 
Spain, as the harbour was continu«Uy 
blockaded by English vessels* 

Those nineteen prisoners who 
were sentenced to the Castle Boccai 
Chica [Little Mouth] which is situa* 
ted at the mouth of the harbour of 
Carthagena* were taken out and put 
to labour in the town of Carthagena ; 
their irons were taken off — an iron 
hand put round each of their ancles« 
with a staple in it, by which two per- 
sons were chained together, with % 
large ox^hain about 20 feet long, 
and weighing tifty or eighty pounds* 
—They were then put to labour with 
the common criminal convict slaves 
of the place Their labour consists 
principally in digging, fetching, and 
carrying large stones and sand, for 
the purpose ^ building fortifications, 
&.C.— this they cIo upon ^ handbarrow. 
After they get their load upon the 
handbarrow, tliey placp upon it tlieir 
chains, which would otiterwise drag 
upon the ground, and proceed to car- 
ry it wherever it may be wimted. 

When they were let out to labour, 
being almost naked, the. scorching 
sun was so powerful, as to raise blis* 
ters upon the parts exposed to the 
heat ; the middle of the day was al« 
most insuppoi'tuble, many would faint, 
and fiill under the lo^d they were 
compelled to parry. Tins, instead of 
exjLitJng pity, would only bring upon 
them the lash of the negro slave- 
driver, who attended them. At first 
they suflfered much for Avapt of hat?. 



Thrsethef procured out of the m^iDey * 
which was allowed them to live upon* 
The largre «traw hats were of ^reat 
service in screening much of tfa^ 
bodies from the sun. Ater k^bounng 
in this manner for some thxuxf tknes^ 
became more accustomed to the ciLt 
mate, their skint wer^ soon taaned 
froni white to brown, and the heat 
became Hiore endurable. They ia» 
called up in the morning by their 
drivers, at daylight^ and put to work* 
At noon and night they are perir.itted 
to eat whatever they can proctire with 
their scanty pittance. At night they 
are locked up in aprison^ whene they 
ffost till morning. Tl^y passed an4 
repassed tliie priaoa where their fel« 
tow country nuen w«re confined, but 
were not permitted to ha?e any access 
to them. Whenevier any one was 
sick, he was sent to the slaves' faospl' 
taU where he remained till his hesHk 
was recovered. In this manner ths^f 
atill continue to wear out their wesh 
rled lives. 

Soon after their iroprisQiiiiieDt» ss* 
i^eral were attacked with fevers, the 
6ux, black jaundice^ and other disoir* 
ders that prevail during the sickly 
season. Theii* complaints wene litlk 
attiunded ip by their keepers. No as* 
sistance was offered them at &vsu 
They were obliged to endure theiF 
sickness, lying upon the hard tilos of 
the prison floor. At length one of the 
prisoners, by the name of Jolm Burk» 
died. I'hisjexcited more attention to 
their complaims, and shortly afteiv 
wards^ they were indulged with the 
liberty of going to the hospiuil when** 
ever they were unwell. 

The prisoners seeing no prospect. 
of meliorating tlieir condition, turned 
their attention to the making of a 
breach in the wall of the prkoow 
Every convenient moment that could 
he embraced, witii safety^, was appro*- 
piaated to that purpose, not only du* 
ring the night, but sometimes during 
the day. The person from whosat 
dstj^tion was most to be feaned, was 
the sentinel at tlie door, and by watch* 
ing h^ motions through the grates^ 
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ttttf'Wa^ht invct die one utirofk, m 
wwh a mamAT as to avoid suspieioe. 
BuriBf^ the mgbtf a lamy was kept 
ccmlimiaU^r tomin^ ki the back part 
ttf the pnaoo, for tbe beaefit of the 
aentiiiei; and as the prisoners had 
fittleclse to do in the day time, except 
indalge thesaadves in steep and rest^ 
it was genendly the case that more or 
feas of them'wcfe up d«ring the 
01^9 walking the floor for exercise 
and air. This practice was now re- 
faku-ly pnrstted, that the noise of 
tiieir irons and their talk, might 
drown the noise of the hammer* The 
liok where they were at work, was 
at the further end of the prison, and 
about 80 feet from the door, so that 
90 uneommoo notse beyond what was 
oon^mtiy made amongst so many 
prisoners, was required to deceive 
ibe tuts of the sentinel. The wall, 
tbroagii which they expected to pass^ 
iras ab<mt thirte^i feet thick, and 
aras made of atonies, bricks, and mor- 
tar cem^Ated together. The stones 
were not of the iiardest kind, but ge- 
nerally such as aire found along tbe 
aeaahore* from whence they were 
facoughtw After one nighf s work was 
ottTy and just beibre morning, the 
pieces of ^one, brick, and mortar, 
&c» which came from the hole, were 
by means of water and lime, which 
waapiivately procured, made into a 
kind of mortar, and replaced into the 
bole, tbe outside rubbed over with a 
fittie whitewash, and the old ham- 
mck hting before it as usual. So 
that the keeper when he came into 
tke prisoDf seeing every thing in its 
proper place, his suspicion was not 
excked, nor bad he any curiosity to 
make any particular examinations* 

In this manner they continued to 
panae their labour, alternately re- 
lieving each other, particularly those 
v^ Dfiade their escape ; the principal 
part of the rest being averse to the 
attempt, conceiving it haaardous, and 
that it possibly might involve them 
in a worse aitnation. But Mr. Lipptn- 
cott, Sherttiaii, and Smith, were de- 
termincsd to persevere and take the 



nsk and blame upon themselves* 
Sometimes the sickness and removal 
of several of the prisoners to the 
hospital, would cause a cessation 
of their progress for awhile ; but it 
was again renewed upon their reco- 
very. 

In order to be prepared to rid 
themselves of their irons, by the time 
the hole through the wips should be 
completed, or upon any other fevour- 
able occasion, they procured (by cer» 
tain outdoor assbtance) seversd old 
knives, which by means of a file they 
made into saws. With these, while 
some were engaged at the waUs, 
others were busy sawing upon their 
bolts, which passed through their an^ 
de irons, and com^o^ed them toge- 
ther. When they ceased sawing, the 
saw cuts, made in the bohs, they fill- 
ed up with wax, by which means they 
could scarcely be discovered upon in- 
spection. After several months saw- 
ing, occasionally in this manner, they 
had succeeded in sawing their bolc^ . 
so far off as to be enabled, with their 
hands, by bending them backwards 
and forwards, to break them apart. 
This being done, they fi^ed the cuts 
up with wax, and remained in that si- 
tuation, prepared to throw them off 
whenever occasion required. 

Those who >vere sick at the hospi- 
tal, having recovered, returned to 
their prison, and commenced work- 
ing at the breach in the wall, with all 
possible diligeiice. Mr. Lippincott 
and Mr. Sherman had previously re- 
ceived from a friend certain advances 
in money, for which they gave him 
their bills on tjieir friends in America. 
This money was privately smuggled 
into their prison. To this they were 
in a great measure indebted for their 
subsequent succ^s. They were now 
enabled to obtain many things in pri- 
son necessary for carrying on their 
operations. They procured knives, 
files, &c. and a sufficiency of provi- 
sions by which they were enabled to 
recover strength to encounter the in- 
tended attempt. Many other advan- 
tage» they d<^ni^^frof^J^{i,^omcc, 
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wfeich It 5s not conceived necesfiaiy, 
here to enumerate. 

They had now, aftet about seven 
months' diligent labmir, thoug^h in- 
terrupted at intervals, so far finished 
the hole as to reach the outside of the 
prison walls. A few minutes wonld 
complete it so as to enable them to 
pass out* 

About this time one of the prison- 
ers, Mr. Jeremiah Powell, received a 
pardon from the king of Spain, and 
was discharged from his imprison- 
mc?nt. 

On or about the 7th of November, 
180T, about 1 1 o'clock at night, after 
the usual hour of rest, they prt* pared 
to take French leave of their old ser- 
geant. They divided the number of 
prisoners, who were willing to risk 
the danger, into different companies, 
for better safety after they were ont. 
Mr. Lippincott and Sherman formed 
one company by themselves. They 
then drew, lots to ascertain who 
should first venture out, and the order 
in which they should proceed. The 
principal immediate danger to be 
apprehended, was from the sentinels 
', upon the top of the wall, who might ' 
not happen to be asleep upon their 
post. The person who drew the first 
« hance to go out, happened to l>e a 
prisoner who was unwell, and accord- 
ingly declined going. Mr. Lippin* 
cott and .Mr. Sherman aereed with 
him to take his chance off his hands. 
Mr. Sherman having taken off his 
irons, first went out. Immediately Mr. 
TJppincolt followed, and the rest pur- 
sued in their order. No noise was 
made, and the sentry remained un- 
disturbed. Lippincott and Sherman 
crept round the walls of the town, 
until they came to a river, on the 
other side of which was a small vil- 
lage. After travelling up and down 
the shore of this river, they discover- 
ed a canoe hauled up before the door 
of a Spanish hut. This with great 
diflRculty they dragged into the river, 
notwithstanding they were moles- 
ted by dogs, whose noise was near 
thwarting their attempt. After ei- 



fecting this, they crossed «iv«r, landei 
near a guard-house, and were ncaf 
falling intd the hands of the guard* 
Owing to the darkness of the night, 
however, they avoided them. Hcrt 
they travelled about in search of « 
place where they could be concealed 
for the ensuing day, until being weak 
and fatigued with the drflliculties thtf 
had encountered, their strength fkfled 
them, and they sat, or rather fell 
down in the street. It was neai4^ 
daylight ; and they had but a short 
time to provide for their safety. At 
length discovering a light, in a smaH 
hut at some distance, they ap* 
proacbed it, made themselves known 
to the poor tenants, as prisoners is 
distress, and immediately offered 
them two or three pieces of gold* 
They shook their heads, but upon dou- 
bling the sum, they consented to rc» 
ceive, and secret them for a aht>rt 
time. They remained in this sitim* 
tion until the next night, when ihej 
made their escape <o another place, 
where they remained secreted for ac* 
veral weeks, when they made another 
move, trusting to their friend, which 
they carried in their pockets. 

The other sixteen prisoners took a 
course along the edge of the shores 
except Moses Smith, who being 
somewhat unwell, and unable to pno>» 
ceed, concealed himself in the buidies, 
where he lay until the second night, 
during which time the cavalry and 
other soldiers passed by, and were 
near falling upon him in pursuit of 
the prisonera. He crept out, and 
taking the course that Mr, Lippincott 
and Sherman had taken, crossed the 
river, where he again concealed hint-^ 
self until the enauing night, being 
two days without eating. The next 
day he came across a friend who in* 
formed him where he could find Mr. 
Lippincott and Sherman. They re« 
ceived him in with them and afforded 
him their assistance. Shoitly after- 
wards all three, Mr. Lippincott, Sher- 
man, and Smith, <fmbarked on board* 
of a boat, that they procured for that 
purpose, and put lo sea in expecta^ 
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IAq of bciifg^ picked up by some £n«» 
flifih vMael aif the harbour. Thi» 
expectation' was realized, fhough not 
by an English vessel ^and after a ^oy* 
^e of 31 ^ys> they arrived safe in 
ilic United ^tes in January 1808» 
when they proceeded to their homes 
aft Philadelplua and New York> ha- 
ling been absent more than two 
ycarsy and neariy two years in prison. 
Thie olher fifteen prisoners pursued 
the edge of the shore for about ten 
niles, when their progress was inter* 
««pte4 by a river or ferry. In pur- 
suing this river up and down, in or* 
^r to cross> -they happened all to 
i»^t at ao okl Spaniard's house, for 
the purpose of procurkig means to 
cross over. The Spaniard imme* 
(iiatcly kfM:w who they were, and be* 
gan to ask them some questions, and 
ofiered hi» services to assist them, 
vhich they gladly accepted, lie en- 
gaged with them^ that upon their 
gififig him what money they had, he 
would conceal them that night, and 
the next eoauiag night would carry 



them to the Indian Territory, about 
40 miles from Carthagena, where 
they might eaiily make their escape. 
This agreement they concluded, and 
paid him what money they bad% be- 
ing In the whole about 50 dollars. 
The next day the Spaniard was in- 
formed that the governour had offer- 
ed ten dollars a head for them. This 
reward he found would amount to 
more than he had received from the 
prisoners. Accordingly, he went and 
most treacherously made an agree- 
ment with the government to ^ive 
them up. The next day, towards 
evening, he, together with two or 
three other Spaniards, took the pri- 
soners on board of a boat to carry 
them to the plaoe agreed upon. Af- 
ter passing along by the town, he 
rowed tlvem to the shore, under some 
pretence or other, when immediately 
appeared about 50 armed soldiers 
and horsemen, according to appoint- 
ment, ready to receive them, and in- 
stantly took them into custody, and 
carried them back to their prison. 



Qbaervatioiis on the Stratagems, &c. of Apes and 

Captivity. 



MoDkeys ia a Wild State, and ^ 



INDEPENDENTLY of th^ ge- 
mn^ form of these animals^ and o£ 
their external and internal organiza- 
tion, wiiich in many respects present 
a afcrtkin^ and humiliating resem^ 
Man^ to those of men, their playful^ 
aass, their frolleks, and gambols, have 
ai aU ages attracted the notice of man- 
kisd* Some naturalists have asserted, 
thai they are capable of reasoning 
and reflecting; and that they are 
goided by an instinctive sagacity 
much superio«ir to. that of the brute 
creation in general. They are, how- 
ever, certainly destitute of every cs- 
semial faculty of man : incapable as 
wed of thought as of speech, there 
b an immense interval betwytt the 
creature formed in mind after the 
image of God, aad these mere brutes, 
bearing some rude tjwdts of the ele- 
mental parts of the human frame. 



Every one will acknowledge that, 
in general, both apes and monkeys 
arc excessively ugly. Their limbs 
are peculiarly strong ; and t^ey have 
great delight in breaking, tearing in 
pieces, or stealing whatever comes in 
their way. In all their operations and 
manoeuvres, their agility is astonish- 
ing. Whenever any thing offends or 
throws them into a passion, they 
indicate their rage by chattering 
violently with their teeth. Many of 
them, if beaten, will sigh, groan, and 
weep, like children ; but most ot 
them, on these occasion s« utter dread- 
ful shrieks of distress* They make 
such lidictilous grimaces, place them- 
selves in such strange and whimsical 
attitudes, and in other respects^ con- 
duct themselves so singularly, that 
few persons, even of those who most 
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ffir^ from s»iiMng, and nearly atR 
must be amused by them. 

It is said) that there ftre some races 
of monkeys which keep up a cer- 
tain discipline among themselves. 
Though active in the highest degree 
in pillaging plantations and cultivated 
grounds, they seldom go on impor* 
tant expeditions for this purpose but 
in nmnerous troops. If they medi- 
tate an attack, for instance, on a me- 
lon bed, a large party of them en- 
ters the garden. The animals range 
themselves, if possible, under a hedge 
or fence> at some distance from each 
other, and throw the melons, from 
hand to handi with astonishing rapi- 
dity. The line they form usually 
terminates in a mountain or forest, 
and all their operations are executed 
during the most profound silence. 

Wsrfer tells us, that when he was 
on shore in the isK'ind of Gorgonia, 
he observed several monkeys, of the 
four fingered species, come down, at 
low water, to the rocks of the scacoast, 
for the purpose of devouring oysters. 
They got at the food contained within 
the shells, by placing one oyster on 
a stone, and beating it in pieces with 
another. The Malbrouk of Bengal 
[Simia Faunus of Linnxus] is report- 
ed to do the same. 

Many of these animals, and parti- 
cularly Iht preacher^ 2CX\^ four fingered 
monkeys [Simia beelzebul and Siwia 
fianiacus of Linnseus] have sometimes 
dreadful contentions, in which great 
numbers on both sides dre frequently 
slain. They employ weapons in 
their combats ; and often arm them- 
selves with stones and pieces of wood, 
which they throw with sure aim, and 
astonishing violence, at each other. 
They have, on these occasions, nei- 
ther deserters nor strap;glcrs ; for in 
times of danger they never forsake 
each other; They run along the 
plains, and even leap from tree 10 
tree with surpiising rapidity. 

The instincts and sagacity of these 
animals are, in many instances, such 
as not 10 be injured or diminished 



efren by cftptivity. Tn some Bowisef 
we see the IVanderu [Simia SilenuB 
of LtmiKus) a cunning and audacimn 
monkey, much inclined to ridicule 
and grimace. He may be taught to 
dress andtindress himself; t0 8{mi; t& 
poke the fire ; to push a v^eelbarrowj 
or play on a tambourine. He wi9 
wl»h earthen vessels or glasses with* 
out breaking them, and carry Kgfit 
burthens from place to place, when- 
c^r he is ordered to do so. A mon- 
key of this species has been ob- 
served to turn a spit with one hand 
whilst with the other he held a piece 
of bread under the meat to receive' 
the gravy. It is, perhaps, needless to 
remark, that he immediately aftet*' 
wards devoured it. 

A wanderu was exhibited at Bour- 
deaux,in the year 1762, which by his 
actions excited much astonishment 
in the spectators. When mounted 
on an extended cord, he first stretch- 
ed out each of his feet to have them 
chalked; then, taking in hh hand a 
pole weighted at each end, similar 
to the balance employed by rope- 
dancers, he walked backward and 
forward, cut capers, and executed 
numerous other tricks, with infinitely 
greater ease and celerity than the 
most expert rope-dancer that had 
before been seen. 

The monkeys, however, that arc 
trained and educated by some of the 
Indian buflToons, are reported to be 
by far the most agile and adroit of 
all animals that are reared in capt!« 
vily. 

Some of the apes, siTch as the oran 
otana^ the patas^ and the dog^faced 
apesy are said always to place a sen- 
tinel on the top of a tree, or on some 
other elevated situation, to keep watch 
when the rest are either about to sleep 
or to engage in any marauding expe- 
dition. The motions or the cry of 
this animal are a signal of danger, 
and immediately the whole troop 
scampers off with the utmost rapidi- 
ty. It has been asserted, but few 
persons will be inclined to credit the 
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punished with deiuh for At glectiug 
their diity« 

The Europeans at the Cape of 
Good Hope sometimes catch young 
apes by stratageiOy or by previously 
luUing their dam* and being them 
up wich care for the purpose of 
l^idering them afterwards service^ 
able. When they have attaixied their 
growth, they are taught to guard 
the house of their owner during the 
oigfat, and on all occa^ons of his 
absence. This .they do with great 
fidelity; but as they increase in age* 
Aeir mischievous propensities deve- 
lop t^mselves^ and they oftentimes 
become extreooely illtempered and 
ferocious. These apes, which arb 
of the untifu -species, are so much 
mdined to.imiution, that they sel* 
dom see any thing done without at- 
tempting to do the same. Some of 
them are very stubborn and per- 
verse ; but many are readily suscep- 
tible of education, learnings without 
difficitity, almost every thing that is 
taught them. 

Condamine and Bouger saw, in 
Peru* some domesticated monkeys 
of large size, which had been admit- 
ted into the apartments of the acade- 
micians, during the time they were 
employed in making observations in 
the mountains* These animals great- 
ly excited the astonishment of the 
academicians, by afterwards, of their 
own accord, going through a series 
of imitations. They planted the sig- 
nals, ran to the pendulum, and then 
immediately to the table, as if for the 
purpose of committing to paper the 
observations they had made* They 
occasionally pointed the telescopes 
towards the heavens, as if to view the 
pkaets^or stars, and performed nu- 
merous other feats of a similar na- 
ture. 

The whimsical occurrence which 
took place before the troops of Alex- 
ander the Great, is too singular and 
too amusing to be passed over in 
nlence. The soldiers under com- 
mand of this moi^reh always march- 

VOI*. II. 



«d in ovdei* of battk* They happen- 
ed one night to encamp on a moun* 
4ain, that was inhabited by a nume- 
rous tribe of oMmkeys. On the fol- 
lowing morning, they saw at a dis- 
tance what appeared to be an immense 
body of troops approaching thomj as 
if with the intention of coming to an 
engagement. The commanders, as 
well as the soldiers, were in the ut- 
most astonbhment. Having entirely 
subdued the prince of the country, 
they could not cmiceive from whence 
this new force could have come. They 
had not previously been informed o£ 
any thing of the kind. The alarm 
was immediately given, and in a short 
time the whole Macedonian army was 
dravrn up in battle-array, to combat 
with this unexpected enemy. The 
prince of the. country, who was a 
prisoner in the camp, was interroga- 
ted respecting it. He was surprised 
to be informed of such a force in the 
Jieighbourhood, and requested per- 
mission to behold it himself. He 
smiled at the mistake ; and tlie Ma- 
cedonians were not a little chagrined 
that they should have been such fools 
as to take a troop of these imitative 
animals for a band of armed men. 

AH the apes and monkeys are re* 
ported to entertain a natural aversion 
and antipathy to the crocodile. It is 
said, that some of them will even faint 
at seeingor smelling the skin of one 
of these frightful reptiles. 

The animals of that subdivision of 
the tribe denominated safiajoice have 
long tails, which they can coil up, 
and employ in some respects, but 
particularly in descending trees, as a 
liand. By means of their tails, they 
are also able to swing themselves 
backward and forward amongst the 
branches of trees. 

Monkeys are seldom known to pro- 
duce young ones, except in hot cli- 
mates. The £ar6ary afies^ however, 
{Simia inuua of Linnaus] which are 
found wild at Gibraltar, bring young 
ones in great abundance amongst the 
inaccessible precipices of the rock* 
JS, female of this species has also been 
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knoum' to p^oittaltM^ptki^ in "a «Me 
of eafMtvity, at mae of the hotels iit 
Pans. A ^ttuued monk^ [Simiajae* 
ckw} hrought forth young ones in 
the house of a merchant at Lidbon^ 
and another hi that of a lady in 
Pam. 

Female monkeys ^nerally carry 
tlurlr young ones nearly in the same 
mavmer as negresses do their chit* 
dren. The little animals cling to the 
back of their dam bf their hind feet^ 
and embrace the neck with tbeif 
paws. When the females suckle 
them, it is s^ that they Kbld them 
in their arras, and present the teat as 
a woman would to a child* 

Monkeys uacially live in much more 
extenaiire troops than apes. The 
troops of ftataa^ or red monkeys of 
Senegmi^ are* reported to amount some- 
times to as many as three or four 
thousand. Some naturalists believe 
that they iirm a sort of republick, in 
wliich a great degree of subordina- 
tion k kept up. That they alwa3r3 
travel in good order, conducted by 
chiefs, the strongest and most expe^ 
rienced animals of their troop ; and 
that, on these occasions, some of the 
largest m(mkeys are likewise placed 
in the rear, the sound of whose voice 
immediately silences that of any of 
the others that happen tabe too ncnsy^ 
The orderly and expert retreat of 
these creatures from danger is an 
amusing sight to Europeans, unac- 
customed to the native mannei^s of 
such animals. The negroes believe 
them to be a vagabond race of m«n> 
who are too indolent to construct 
habitations to live in, or to culti- 
vate the ground for subsistence* 
They sometimes commit dreadful 
havock in the fields and gardens of 
persons who inhabit the countries 
where they abound. 

The different species of monkeys 
are seldom known to intermix or as* 
sociate together; but each tribe gene- 
rally inhabits a different quarter. The 
negroes who have not been taught 
the use of fire arms, are said to kill 
them by shooting them in the fact 



with*arr6«ipe. BM itofttt littp^til» 
when the ^afutj^ms are shot, that In 
the act of- fioJling fmn tlie tree they 
s^ze hold of a branch with their irii, 
«nd, dying in this situation, contimie 
suspended e^n for a long time alber 
death. When a monkey of some 
of the larger species is wound- 
ed, the rest will frequently collect 
together, and with great fury pai^ 
sue the hunters to their huts or lodg* 
ments. 

It was formerly supposed that mm 
was the only animal which conld be 
infected by the smallpox and m^tsles; 
but it is now ascertained that moo^ 
keys, kept in houses where these com- 
plaints prevail, are also liable to re- 
ceive the infection. 

In. the year 1767, the inhabitants 
of Saint Germain-^en-Laie) near PariS) 
were witness to a monkey's catching 
the small pox, by playing with chil- 
dren who were infiscted, and the ani- 
mal bore the marks of it for a consi- 
derable time afterwards. A circum- 
stance nearly similar was observed 
oilso at Paris, M. Paulet, a medical 
man of some eminence, was called 
upon, in 1770, to attend a person 
who had the measles. As the disease 
was contagious, he requested that 
every posable precaution might be 
taken to prevent it ^m spreading ; 
and particularly that a monkey, accus- 
tomed to play with the children of 
the house, should, on no account, 
have any communication with the 
invalid. The request was made too 
late. One of the sick person's sis- 
ters, and at the same time also the 
monkey, which had been accusfomied 
to sleep at the foot of her bed, was 
attacked by the disease* The mem- 
key, in * consequence, was treated in 
the same manner as a human subject. 
M. Paulet, on examining the state (^ 
the animal's pulse, found it so quick 
that it was scarcely possible to count 
the pulsations. In the axillary arte- 
ry these were much more sensible 
than in any other. And he declared 
that, as nearly as he could coum 
them, they were about five, htmdrcd 
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Ikat this monkey vas of a very low 
ftatore) and that in all animals, the 
shorter they are the qukker is their 
puiHb These iaetSt which are well 
ai^eoticated, sufficiently prove (in* 
Aependently of others) that the small- 
1M>x «Ki measks are not diseases en- 
tirely confined to the human species; 
Wl that animals, as well as mePr are 
Ki^le to receive the. infection from 
them* Numerous instances have oc- 
ewred of the smallpox being com- 
municated to and from animals* 
Tboee fram cattle are norw well 
ksewn* A shepherd iitfected with 
the sasallpox has been known to 
Gooununicate the disease lo his 
shee^ and these sheep to those of 
another fiock. Ahorse has been ob- 
^rved to be covered with the pus- 
mles of the smallpox* Goats are 
asmetioMs attacked by it ; andy wh»^ 
this is the caae» great numbers gene- 
mlly perish. C^^ Boder. a Castro^ 
M, 4. dt M^eor, Microc^ ca/i. 6«} 
This dreadful contagion is likewise 
frequently known to extend to the 
fiocks of raindeer in Laplmd. 

Such is the summary of the prin*> 
C4>al observations that have been 
transmitted to us by different travel- 
lers) respecting the manners and ha- 
bits of life of the animals which con- 
stitute this interesting tribe; and 
from what has been said, it appears 
that they have a nearer alliance than 
aay other quadruped, in the general 
^ymformation of their bodies, to the 
human race. They consequently have 
the art of imitating human actions 
better than any others, since they 
me able to use their fore feet as 
hands* From the general organiza- 
tioo of the monkeys, they are like- 
we capable of an education nearer 
dlkd to that of man, than any other 
animal. Some naturalists have attri- 
buted infinitely too much sagacity to 
them, whilst others have certainly 
ufii allowed enough* The monkeys 
teem to do those things which man- 
kind do before their reason is matu* 
9f:i by age ; aod in this respect there 



ie,iio other qundigped mrfaich. bears 
any resemblance to them. Most ani- 
aials seem at times to be actuated by 
the spirit of revenge, fiy the difEer- 
eot means that are employed lo gra« 
tify this passion, we may in a mea- 
sure judge of the diiSerent degrees 
of their instinct ; and every one knows 
how greatly the monkey exceeds all 
other brtiles in its vindktive matioe. 
There appears, in some measure, an 
analogy even betwixt the vices, if we 
may so call them, of the monkeys^ 
and the disgusting brutahty too often 
observable in the vttions and degraded 
p$U of mankind. 

The animals of the monkey tribe 
differ Tery essentially from each other 
in their general manners and habits 
of life. The oran otan is sosceptible 
of more conaiderable atttanments than 
any of the others. The short muz- 
aled monkeys, with long taihh such 
as the greater part of the guenonsj 
safiajousy and sagoint^ are for the most 
part exceedingly tractable, and re- 
oeive a certain degree of instruction 
without much difficulty. But some of 
the apes, and baboons, with long muz- 
ales, are so savage and ferocious as 
to be incapable of any education what- 
ever. 

The monkeys of the new continent, 
as might naturally be supposed, differ 
(at least in some degree) in their ha- 
bits of life from those of the eld 
world. The great Author of Nature 
has assigned to them several charac- 
teristicks that are peculiar to them- 
selves : such, amongst others, are 
the situation and separation of the 
nasal orifices; and the presence of 
two additional grinders in each jaw. 
We, likewise, are acquainted with no 
species of monkey, belonging to the 
ancient world, that has a preheusite 
tail, or the bony pouch observable in 
the throat of the preacher monkey 
and the arabata [Simia beelzebul and 
Shnia eenicuhts of Linneus«] 

In some countries monkeys, even 
in their wild state, are rendered ser- 
viceable to mankind. It is said, that 
In districts where pepper and cocoa 
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sclve» of the iaiitadre frsulUes and 
the agilky o£ the immkeys^ afe abte 
to procure an iofisiitelf greater qvaiK 
Uty of thoM articles than they could 
do by any other means. They mount 
aome of* the lowest branches of the 
trees, break off the extremities where 
the fruitgrows, and tlien descend smd 
carefully range them together on 
the ground* The animals afterwards 
ascend the same trees, strip the 
branches all the way to the top, and 
dispose them in a similar manner* 
After the monkeys have goife to restt 
the Indians r«ft«m and carry off the 
spoil* 

In some places, it is this incttna* 
tion to imitate human actions which 
leads to their destruction. The In- 
disots carry in their hands vessels fill- 
ed with water, and rub thdr faces 
with it in the presence of the mon« 
keys; then substituting a kind of 
glue instead of water, leave the ^e&^ 
seb behind them and retire. The 
observant creatures seize the vessels 
and do the same ; when the glue, ad- 
iiering stix>ngly to their hair and eye- 
lids, completely blinds them, and pre- 
vents every possibility of their effect- 
ing an escape. 

In other places, the na^ves take to 
the habitations of the monkeys a kind 
of boou, which they put on and pull 
off their legs several times successive- 
ly. These are then rubbed over in the 
inside with a strong glue ; and when 
the monkeys attempt to do the same, 
they are unable to disengage them- 
selves, and, consequently, are caught 
without difficulty. 

Sometimes the inhabitants carry in 
their hands a mirror, and appear to 
amuse themselves by looking at it in 
different attitudes. In place of these 
they leave a kind of traps, not unlike 
the glasses in external appearance^ 
which, when the animals take them 
up, seize and secure them by the 
paws. 

The inhabitants of St Vincent 
)e Blanc catch monkeys 'm several 
kinds of traps and snares, Some* 



yomig ones, they put tliem into m 
cage, and appear to tease aed tormem 
them, in order that they loay Ukewtsic 
catch the parents. 

The hunters of some coutitrioft 
plaee near the haunts of monkeys. 
Tesseb containing strc^ig and intoxl-' 
eating liquors. The lumnals 4t^ak 
of them, and in a short time become 
so drunk, as to lie down on the spot 
and fiedl asleep. 

Some of the Indians ascend to the 
summits of the mountains in which 
the animals bread, and construct there 
a pile of wood, round the base of 
which they spread a quantity of 
maize. They place on the pile some 
substance, which, on being exposed 
to beaty explodes with tremendote 
noise. This is contrived to explode 
during the time that the monkeys 
are employed in devouring the maize, 
and, in the terrour and astonishment, 
the old animals scamper off on all sides 
with the utmost rapidity^ leaving their 
young ones a prey to the hunters. 

The dexterity of monkeys is such, 
that, although burthened by their off- 
spring clinging to their backs, they 
can leap from tree to tree, if the dis- 
tance is not very great, and secure 
their hold among the branches with 
the greatest certainty. When they 
perceive any person taking aim at 
them, either with a gun or bow, they 
cry out and grind their teeth some- 
times in the most horrible manner. 
They are often able to avoid the ar- 
rows that are shot at them, and some- 
times they even catch them in their 
hands. When any one of their com- 
munity is shot, and falls to the ground, 
all the rest set up a dismal and tre- 
mendous how], which makes all the 
adjacent mountains and woods re- 
sound. If a monkey is wounded, and 
does not fall, it frequently happens 
that his companions will seize and 
carry it off far beyond the reach of 
their enemy : and miserable is the 
fate of that hunter who is imprudent 
enough to venture near their haunts 
during that same day* When the 

Digitized by Vji^VJV IC 



tAaUowSq. 



mrj a ttone in- their hau^ aiid 9^ 
HOtiUf another in their motiths ; ntd^ 
n attcb 0069 these' are thrown zx 
their adversary with a correctness of 
ain Uiat is truly astonishing. 

The inhaltttaiita of seTeral coim- 
tries derire a means of subsistence 
from the flesh of these animals* We 
ate assured by Condamine, that in 
Cayenne the monkeys are the kind 
of game that is more frequently pur- 
su^ than any other; and that the 
Incfians of the country bordering on 
tiie rlrer of the Anuorons are pecuB* 
«ty ibnd of their flesh. Their £it is 
esteemed a sovereign remedy for 
siiffiiesa in the joinu. In the Porto- 
gaese settlements in Sooth America, 
powdered monkey's bones are consi- 



dered an excellent sodorifick* and 
Mkewise as anti-venereal. In the gall- 
bladder of one or two of the Indian 
species^ but particularly of the dorick 
md nvanderu^ a kind of gall-stone is 
sometimes found. These) says Ta« 
vernier, the natives have been known 
to sell for as much as a hundred 
crowns each. They will not, in ge- 
neral, permit them to be escported 
out of their country as 'articles of 
commerce, but chiefly presterve them 
as anin valuable present to foreign am- 
bassadours residing amongst them. 
They are considered- to pocmess all 
the properties that have been attri<*> 
buted to the most precious of the 
bezoar stones* 

w. BtaOLBT* 
Chri9t Churchy 
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THOSE persons who are totally 
unacquainted with the operation of 
chymistry, will not readily believa 
that the most precious stone in the 
world, is nothing but modified char- 
coal ; and that, far from being inde- 
structible, it may be entirely con- 
sumed by fire. Such, however, is 
the fact ; for the knowledge of which 
we are particularly indebttd to the 
decisive experiment of Mr. Tennant ; 
though other chymists have not been 
deficient in their operation on the 
same subject. It was found, from 
some experiments which preceded 
'those of Mr. Tennant, that the dia- 
mond, though it was capable ot resist- 
ing the effects of violent heat in a close 
vessel, might be consumed when ex- 
posed to the joint action of heat and 
air. These experiments, however, 
if we except those by Lavoisier, only 
proved the inflammability of the dia- 
mond. Mr. Tennant and, we ought 
to add, Mr. Guy ton, went further, 
and not only proved its combustible 
nature, but likewise ascertained its 
component parts. According, there- 
ftre, to the present arrangement of 



minerals, this substance Is placed 
among the combustlBle bodies : ne- 
vertheless, we have taken the liberty 
to leave it at the head of the precious 
stones, as a more natural, thougli 
less scientifick, situation than the 
other. 

Diamonds, when brought to Eu- 
rope in their rough state, are said to 
be either in the shape of roundish 
pebbles with shining surfaces) or in 
octaedral crystals ; but they are not 
entirely confined to this form, as they 
fary in several respects, and some- 
tinjes occur with twenty-four, and 
even forty-eight sides. 

These precious stones are princi- 
pally found in the East Indies, in the 
kingdoms of Golconda and Visapour 
in the peninsula on this side the 
Ganges, nearly eighteen degrees from 
the line. They ai*e likewise in the 
kingdoms of Pegu and of Siam, in 
Brasil, and in South America. One 
circumstance is worthy of remark 
respecting the situation of diamond 
mines. It is, that those of America 
are at the same distance in the south- 
em hemisphere b^tiiaua^ Asiatic^ 
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mines a(rc in the nofttHem: The 
diamonds of India are, in general, 
larger, and of a finer water, than 
those of Bratii, but by no means so 
abundant. As a proof of this, Patrin 
tells us, that when^the mines of Bra* 
sil were first discovered, the Portu- 
guese were so success&il in their 
researches, chat in 1730, the Rio 
Janeiro fleet brought away eleven 
hundred and forty -six ounces. This 
prodigious quiuitity, brought imme* 
lately into the market, so reduced 
the price of diamonds, that, to pre* 
vent their becoming too common, 
the court of Portugal afterwards con- 
fined the employment of diamond 
hunting to a oertain number of per- 
sons. 

The account which Tavemier has 
given us of the diamond mines of 
Asia is very circumstaiittal, and de- 
serves our particular atteodon, as 
being wiitten by a person who tfiavei- 
led so many years for the •sole pur* 
pose of ccdleoting diamonds. The 
first mine he visited was at Raolcon- 
da, in the kingdom of Visapour; 
and the account he gives of this place 
is nearly as follows : * 

^ Round about the place where 
the diamonds are found, the ground 
is sandy and luU of rocks, which 
contain veins fi*om half a finger to a 
finger wide. These veins are full of 
earth, or sand, which the miners pick 
out with instruments on purpose, and 
oirefully deposit in a tub, as it is 
amongst this earth that the diamonds 
are found. They are sometimes 
obliged to break the rock in order to 
trace the veins for the sake of the 
earth ; and as soon as this is acoom* 
plished, and all the sand removed, it 
IS carefully washed two or three times 
and the diamonds, if there be any, 
picked out. There are several dia- 
mond cutters at this mine, but none 
of them have above one mill, which 
is of steel* They never cut more 
than one stone at a time upon each 
mill, and use oil and diamond powder 
to facilitate the operation, at the same 
time loading the stone with a heavy . 
weight.'* 



. toc o rd lftg to Hiti acoiHtfit ef Tv 
vernier's, the Indian laptdaries are 
rery expert in cuttiog the diamondst 
and wiU frequently undertake to di- 
vide a stone, which, from its unia'^ 
Tourable appearance, the Europ^ms 
will not venture upon. 

Speaking of the government of the 
mineS) Tavemier ^ays, they, trade 
very freely and honestlyy the king 
receiving two per cent, on all that are 
bought, besides a certain duty from 
the merchants for leave to dig* When 
these 'traders have fixed upon a spot, 
they begin their search> and enoploy 
a number of miners, in proportion to 
the hurry they may be in. 

Sometimes a hundred men areen^ 
ployed at once ; and when this is the 
oase, the merchants pays four pagodas 
to the king for every day they wori^ 
and two when the number is not so 
great. 

When- Tavcroicr visited these 
mines, the poor pectple never got 
above three pagodas* for the labour 
of a year, though they understand 
their business extremely well. These 
trifiing wages, and the distress they 
suffer in consequence^ make th^m 
hide a stone whenever they can find 
an opportunity. This, it must be con* 
fessed, is but seldom, as» besides 
being strictly guarded, they work ak 
most naked ; and therefore, not ha:ving 
any outward protection for their stolen 
goods, they are sometimes induced 
to swallow them. When , any of 
these people chance to meet with a 
large stone, they carry it to the mas- 
ter of the work, who inwards them 
accordingly. 

Every day, after dinner, the master 
of the miners brings the diamonds to 
the lodgings of the merchants, in 
order to show them r and if the stones 
are large, or sufficiently numerous 
to amount to more than the sum of 
two thousand crowns, he will leave 
them for some days, that the mer- 
chants may have time to consider 
their, value, and agree about the 
price. This, it seems, they are 
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dliBged to do before tltecietifrD (^ the 
cnmef) wbe will never bring the sane 
stones agun, unless mixed with 

It afipears fr^m Taveroier's ac* 
county that the diainoad trafiick is 
carried on by persons of ail agea, and 
that even children are tsught to bar^ 
ter for them. ** It is very pleasant^'* 
aays the traveUer^ ^ to see the young 
cl^dren of the merchants and other 
people of the country, from the age 
of ten to fifteen or sixteen years, who 
seat themselves on a tree that lies in 
a void place in the town. Every one 
d tbeni has his diamond weights in 
a little bag hanging at one side; on 
the other his purse, with five or six 
hundred pagodas in gold in it. There 
Ibey ait^ expecdng when any person 
will come to sell them some dia- 
monds. If any person brings them 
a stone, they put it into the hands 
of the eMest boy amongst them, who 
is, as it were, their chief, who looks 
upon it, and after that gives it to him 
that is next him ; by which means 
it goes from hand to hand, till it re- 
turns to him again, none of the rest 
spealung d word. After that he de- 
mands the price to buy it, if possible ; 
bat if he buy it too dear, it is upon 
his own account. In the evening the 
children compute what they have laid 
out ; when they look upon their 
stones, and separate them according 
to their water, their weight, and clear- 
ness. Then they bring them to the 
principal merchants, who have gene- 
rally great parcels to match ; and the 
profit is divided among the childi*en 
equally, only the chief among them 
has a fourth in the hundred more 
than the rest. Young as they are, 
they so well understand the price of 
stones, that if one of them has made 
any purchase, and is willing to lose 
one half in the hundred, the other 
will give him his money." 

The secrecy which the Indians ob- 
serve in their dealings with each o- 
theris singular enough ; for they will 
contrive to sell the same parcel of di- 
amonds several times to each other 



wkhouti^peaking a word ; so that- no 
by stander can possibly tell what they 
have been -doing. The manner in 
which this is accomplished has been 
thus described by Tavernier: " The 
buyer and seller sit one before ano- 
ther like two tailors ; and the seller, 
opening his girdle, takes the right 
hand of the purchaser, and conveys 
it, together with his own, beneath his 
girdle, where the bargain is secrttly 
driven in the presence of many mer- 
chants, without the knowledge of any 
one. The parties never speak or 
make any signs with their mouths or 
eyes, but only converse with their 
hands; and this is managed in the 
following manner :«*When the seller 
takes the purchaser by the whole 
hand, it signifies a thousand ; and as 
often as he squeezes it, it means so 
many thousand pagodas or rupees, 
according to the money in question. 
If he takes but half, to the knuckle 
of the middle finger, that is as much 
as to say fifty ; the small end of the 
finger to the first knuckle signifies 
ten. When he grasps five fingers, 
it signifies five hundred ; but if one 
finger, one hundred." 

Seven days journey from Golcon- 
da, towards the east, there is another 
diamond mine, called Gani, or, in the 
Persian language, Coulour. This 
mine is said to have been discovered 
by a coumryman, who, digging a 
piece of ground to sow millet, found 
a pointed stone that weighed above 
twenty-five carats. This, being car- 
ried to Golconda, immediately in- 
duced the inhabitants to search fur- 
ther ; and such was the success of 
their industry, that not only many 
other stones of considerable size were 
found, but the wonderful diamond, 
weighing nine hundred carats, which 
Mirzimala afterwards presented to 
Aureng-zeb. 

When Tavernier first visited this 
mine, there were about sixty thousand 
persons at work, consisting of men, 
women, and children ; the men being 
employed to dig, the women and 
children to ^irry^^qje^gr. Wl.c. 
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the miners jiare fixed ij^oa Ike {dace 
where thejr intend to dig, they level 
another, somewhat larger, in the same 
neighbourhood, and enclose it with a 
wall about two feet high, only leaving 
apertures from space to space, to 
give passage to the water. The place 
being thus prepared, the people that 
are to work meet all together, men, 
women, and children, with the work- 
master, his friends and relations But 
before any thing is done, a supersti- 
tious ceremony is performed to ren- 
der their labours propitious. The 
only passive personage in this cere- 
mony is a little household god which 
the master brings with him, and be- 
fore which the people prostrate them- 
selves three times, while the brahman 
says a certiun prayer. 

This being ended, he marks the 
forehead of every ohe with a kind of 
glue, made of saffron and gum, and 
is careful that the spet is large enough 
to hold seven or eight grains of rice, 
which he sticks upon it. Their bo- 
dies are then washed with the water 
which every one brings in his pot ; 
after which they arrange themselves 
in order to partake of the repast 
which the workmaster has prepared 
for them. This is merely a plate of 
rice to each person, with the addition 
of a quarter of a pound of butter 
melted in a small copper pot with 
some sugar. 

After the feast is finished, every 
person proceeds to his business ; the 
men digging the earth in the place 
first discovered, and the women and 
children carrying it off into the other, 
or walled, enclosure. When they 
find water they cease to dig ; and the 
water thus found washes the earth 
two or three limes ; after which it is 
let out at an aperture reserved for 
that purpose. When the earth has 
been washed again, and well dried, 
they sift it in a kind of open sieve ; 
which operation is repeated before 
they begin to look for diamonds. 

Another mine which Ta vernier 
speaks of as famous for its diamonds^ 
is the bed of the river Goual, near 



Somad^iottr, a larg^ ti^n b&ii ea- 
tirely of earth, and covered with 
branches of cocoa trees. The river 
Goual runs within a mile of the towDif 
^ its way from the mountains to* 
wards the Ganges. All our fine dia« 
mond points or sparks, called natural 
sparks, are brought from this rivert 
where they are collected as soon. as 
the great rains are over, which is 
about the end of December. 

As soon in January as the water is 
grown clear, eight or ten thousand 
persons, of all ages and both sexes, 
come out of Soumelpour and the 
neighbouring villages. The most cx- 
peiienced among them search and 
examine the sand of the river, going 
up from Soumelpour to the \exf 
mountain whence it springs. Those 
who are used to this business know 
by the sand whether any diamonds 
are likely to be found or not ; and 
judge it a &vourable sign when they 
find a number of those stones which 
we call thunder stones at the bottom 
of the river. When they have rea- 
son to believe that the produce will 
pay them for their labour, they pro- 
ceed to take up the sand, first making 
a dam roimd the place with stonest 
eailh, and faspines, and then ladinjg^ 
out the water. After this is done» 
they dig about two feet deep; and 
the sand thus procured is carried into 
a place walled round^ on tlie bank 
of the river, where it is washed and 
sifted in the same manner as at Cou- 
lour. 

Magellan tells us, that the greatest 
diamond ever known in the world is 
one belonging to the king of Portu- 
gal, which was found in Brasil, and 
is still uncut. This gentleman was 
informed, from good authority, that 
it was once of a larger size, but that 
a piece was cleaved or broken by the 
ignorant countryman who chanced to 
find the gem, and tried its hardness 
by a stroke of a large hammer upon 
an anvil. This prodigious diamond 
weighs 1,680 carats ;* and although 

• A carat weighs four^ _ 
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it h tincut, Rom6 de Tlsle says, it is 
valued at 334 millions sterling. 

This appears to be an incredible 
smn, and probably the valuation is 
erroneous : but even supposing that 
to be the case, and that we employ 
the usual methods laid down for com- 
puting rtie worth of these jewels, the 
sum will be immense ; as, in this 
way,it will amount to at least 5,644,800 
pounds sterling ! 

The diamond which is next in va- 
lue adorns the sceptre of the empe- 
rour of Russia, and is placed under 
the eagle at the top of it. This stone 
veighs 779 carats, and is worth, at 
least, 4}854,730 "pounds sterling, al- 
though it hardly cost 135,417 gui- 
neas. A singular history is attached 
to this diamond. It was formerly one 
of the eyes of a Malabarian idol, 
named Scheringham. A French gre- 
mufier, who had deserted from the 
Indian service, contrived to become 
one of the priests of that idol, and, 
vatching his opportunity, stole its 
ere, and ran away to the English at 
Xiincbinapeuly, from whence he car- 
ried it to Madras. A ship captain 
bought it for twenty thousand rupees ; 
afterwards a Jew gave seventeen or 
oghteen thousand pounds for it ; at 
last, a Greek merchant, named Gre- 
gory Suffras, offered it to sale at Am- 
stei^am, in the year 1766, where it 
was bought by prince Orhoff for his 
sovereign, the empress of Russia. 
The figure and size of this diamond 
is preserved in the British Museum. 

The diamond of the Great Mogul 
weighs 279 carats, and is said to be 
worth 380,000 guineas. This dia- 
mond has a small flaw underneath 
near the bottom. Before this stone 
was cut, Tavemier tells us it weigh- 
ed 900 carats ; consequently its loss 
in cutting must be considerable. 

Another diamond, in the posses- 
aon of the king of Portugal, which 
weighs 215 carats, is extremely fine, 
and worth at least 369,800/. 

The famous diamond which be- 
Icmged to the late king of France, 

vol.. It. 



called the Pitt, or "Regent^ weighs 
nearly 1 37 carats, and has been valu- 
ed at 208,333 guineas, although it did 
not cost above half that sum. This 
beautiful gem was found in the dia- 
mond mines at the foot of the Gaut 
mountains, about twenty miles from 
Golconda. Another diamond belong- 
ing to the same monarch, called the 
Sancy, was reckoned a very fine stone, 
though it weighs only 55 carats. It 
cost 25,000 guineas, but is said to be 
worth a much larger sum. We 
must not omit to mention the dia- 
mond of the emperour of Germany, 
which weighs 139 carats, and is va- 
lued at 109,520 guineas. It is of a 
light citron colour. 

It is well known that the diamond 
is the hardest of all precious stones, 
and only to be cut by the assistance 
of its own powder. We are inform- 
ed, that to bring it to the degree of 
perfection which so much augments 
its price, they begin by rubbing seve- 
ral against each other while rough, 
after having previously glued them 
to the ends of two wooden blocks, 
thick enough to be held in the hand. 
The powder which is rubbed off the 
stones in this operation is caught in 
a little box provided for that pu impose, 
and afterwards used to grind and po- 
lish the stones. From the extreme 
hardness of these stones it has been 
alleged, that rubbing them against 
each other is the only way to reduce 
them to an impalpable powder ; but 
this is not strictly the case, as the 
jewellers are in the habit of pounding 
small pieces in steel mortars fitted 
with a (>«stle exactly the size of the 
interiour, so that none of the diamond 
can escjipe. A few blows with the 
hammer upon the head of the pestle 
completely powder the stone. 

Diamonds are more or less valuable 
according to what is called their wa- 
ter. Those of the first water are in 
the greatest degree of purity and per- 
fection, while those of less brilliancy 
are said to be of the second or third 
>vatcr ; and thus they proceed till lire 
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stone becomes coloured; for there of a rose colour ; other^ green, blue, 
are diamonds of all colours, though brown, black ; and some are marked 
faintly tinted. Thus we have some with black spots. 



FROM THE MONTHLY ANTHO 

Letter from an American Traveller in 
JiomCf January 30, 1805. 
SINCE I last wrote you, we 
have retraced our steps to this city, 
and are now as busy as the worst 
■weather will permit us in reviewing' 
the most select and interesting parts 
of its antiquities and curiosities} or in 
visiting those which escaped us be- 
fore. Never, perhaps, at so short a 
distance, and under the same climate* 
was a difference so striking in the 
manners and habits of cities, as that 
which exists between Naples and 
Rome. ^ 

The former b the most busy, live- 
ly, crowded, gay, di>sipated city in 
the world. Th.- latter resembles the 
still, grand, but interesting solemnity 
of some ancient but splendid abbey. 
Every thing in the former exhibits 
man as he is« a bustling, active, 
thoughtless bein^, pursuing phan- 
toms, seeking pleasure which he 
never can find, and driving away, by 
the hurry of the present, the thought 
of the future. All the objects in the 
latter recall man as he has been ; his 
foruier greatness ; his present humi- 
lity ; his false grandeur ; his proud 
but vain desire of terrestrial immor- 
tality ; his luxury and his poverty j 
his power and weakness ; the dura- 
bility of Providence, and the perpe- 
tual mutal>ility of man. At Rome 
every thing is siill, quiet, solemn as 
the sepulchres of the kings and he- 
roes which it encloses. The society 
at Naples is vastly more interesting, 
particularly for the English residents. 
Many English or American families, 
whose manners correspond to our 
own, and ^hose houses are seats of 
general hospitality, make the time 
pass off very agretably. Its climate 
attracts strangers from every part of 
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Europe to his Friends in tliis countty. 
Europe, and you meet, on a footing 
extremely pleasant, gentlemen and 
ladies of rank and character from al- 
most every nation. Amidst a great 
variety of characters which one would 
expect to find in a place so mixed, 
there were two whose histoiy attract- 
ed my notice, and whose biographi- 
cal sketches were to us extremely in- 
teresting. 

One is an old octogenarian gentle- 
man, who is still known by a tittej 
which he had, I presume, about fifty 
years ago, Govemour ElUa. This 
title he derived from having been a 
governour of Georgia, in the United 
Stiates, under the royal government. 
He served many years as a naval offi- 
cer under the grandfather of George 
III. who, you will recollect, is now 
turned of sixty. He performed a 
circumnavigatory voyage before Cook, 
and that celebrated navigator served 
under him in an inferiour stalfon. 
His voyages will be found under the 
name of Ellis's Voyages round tlie 
World, in Mavor's collection, and I 
dare say, that many of us, in reading 
it, have supposed the man to have 
been buried for half a century past. 

For the last thirty years he has re- 
tired to Naples to pass the residue of 
his life. Till within a few years he 
has passed his summers in journies 
to Russia and the north, and his win- 
ters in the south, preserving by that 
means a perpetual summer, extreme- 
ly favourable to longevity. For the 
last twenty years he has abstained 
from animal (ood, but has supplied 
the want of it by a very strong soup> 
which, with a single glass of wine, 
forms his constant diet. 

He is extremely fond of society, 
and when^iife-elb^PC^ik^Ml or con^ 
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-oerzazione tike gOTermnir geDeralljr 
I passes an hour in it. He retsdns his 
Acuities fuUf, which are of a supe* 
rkmr grade. He is an elegant classlck 
scholar, and bis language in common 
conversation is a perfect model for an 
accomplished man. He has a great 
turn for poetry^ which he repeats 
with astonishing memory whenever 
J requested' He did me the favour to 
lend me a satire on manner a ^ which 
be has just finished. He lived in th6 
house with a Russian princess, whom 
1 shall soon notice. She was no youth, 
having nearly reached her ninetieth 
[ year. The gallant old gentleman 
wrote a few couplets in compliment 
I to his youthful neighbour, at which 
I she, however, took offence, observing 
i that she did not choose to be the sub- 
ject of publick notice, even in com* 
plimentaiy canzonets. I heard the 
old gentleman complain of this fail- 
ure of return for his gallantry* 

This princess was as extraordinary 
a character as the governour. She 
like him had retired to milder skies 
i to reinvigorate her decaying fabrick. 
3 iShe was the most hospitable foreign- 
[ er at Naples. Her house was one of 
the pleasantest resorts for all stran- 
gers of character who visited the city. 
Her ruling passion was gay society^ 
and never did a woman exhibit the 
truth of Pope's sentiment more truly. 
Hers was never stronger than in 
death. For many weeks before her 
death, it was known to herself and 
every one around her, that she would 
soon die ; but she expressed a strong 
4visb that she might survive the first 
day of the new year, because she was 
resolved to give a brilliant fSte on that 
day. She died, I believe, before ; but 
as she was in the habit of receiving 
her friends on certain days, who 
amused themselves with cards, &c» 



she insisted that it ahotdd be conti- 
nued during her illness ; and in fact 
after she was speechless, the night 
of her death, she had a party who 
took leave of her, and she died before 
morning III To finish the scene, as 
it commenced, according to the fa- 
shion of great people in this country, 
her body was exposed in slate, as it 
is termed, for three days, and was 
there visited by those friends whom 
her living hospitality had contributed 
to amtiscm 

I met several times in Naples a 
young German officer, whose history 
was very interesting to me, not only 
as it was wonderful in itself but 
as it proves that the Austiians did 
not yield the palm to the French in 
point of bravery. I have always be- 
lieved, that numbers, rather than 
courage or conduct, achieved the vic- 
tories of France. This young officer 
was of the first family in Germany. 
He is one of the princes of the Lich- 
tenstein family. He commanded a 
regiment of cavalry in the Austrian 
service, and as he was of high rank, 
his regiment was a large one. It con- 
sisted of eighteen hundred men. As 
it suffered in engagements, it was 
constantly recruited; so that in the^ 
course of that short vfor he lost out of 
that regiment, whose complement^ 
was only eighteen hundred men, nine 
thousand seven hundred ; I repeat it, 
nine thousand seven hundred ; and 
he and another officer are the only 
ones surviving in the regiment, who 
first engaged in it this last war. The 
prince has received many severe 
wounds, and is now in Italy for his 
health. He is not, I think, more than 
thirty years of age. I think these 
three characters well worthy of no 
tice. They certainly do not occur at 
every corner. 
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The IbUowing- anecdotes respecting' Scot- 
tish nianners are extracted from HalPs 
Travels in Scotland, a late work. 

IT waS) and still is a custom in 
many places in the Highlands, that 
whoever comes into a house after a 
person dies, and before such person 
IS interred, as also after a child is 
born till it is baptized, must eat and 
drink in the bouse before they leave 
it. This being the custom^ to save 
expenses, and because they think it 
disrespectful to God to have an un- 
baptized child in the house, poor peo- 
ple generally have their children as 
soon baptized as possible. But it 
happened once to a poor man in this 
part of the country, that a river, as is 
often the case, ran between his house 
and the clergyman's, so that neither 
the poor man could get to the clergy- 
man, nor the clergyman to the poor 
man's, in order to have the child bap- 
tized. The river was swoln by the 
gradual melting of the snow, and 
there was no bridge within twenty 
miles. The poor man's cheese, his 
bread, 8cc. was nearly expended. He, 
therefore, on the one side of the ri- 
ver, and the clergyman on the other, 
consulting what was to be done, 
'agreed that the child should be 
'wrought to the river side ; that the 
father, presenting the child, should 
take on the vows, as they term it, and 
the minister with a scoop, or Dutch 
ladle, should tlirow- over the water : 
which was done, though with difiicul- 
ly, owing to the breadth of the river ; 
after which, the clergyman pronoun- 
ced the name ; prayed aloud, so as to 
be heard by the parent and his atten- 
dants on the other side ; after which 
each went to their respective places 
perfectly satisfied with this new mode 
of baptism, and that, if the child died 
in infancy, it would go to heaven. 

Being invited to dine with a gentle- 
man near Auidern, when I was prai- 
sing the sallad, which I found ex- 
tremel)t good, he said, smiling : ^' You 



need not be afraid, it is Aot dressed 
with castor oil.** Upon inquiring 
what he alhided to, he told me that a 
gentleman and his lady, in the neif^ 
bourhood, who sometimes, as is the 
case in inland places, where there arc 
no resident doctors, when any of their 
tenants are sick, recommend an eme* 
tick, or the like, to them, and at their 
own expense afford the medicine. 
This gentleman, hating an appeal to 
the houte of* peers, about a large es* 
tate, was at London ; and, as he gain- 
ed the process, and was about to re- 
turn to Scotland, be bought some 
gallons of castor oil, to lie at hiiB 
bouse, and be served out as occasion 
should require. Upon his arrival in 
Scotland, as it is natural^ all the n^* 
bility and gentry, who were acquaint* 
ed with him, came to dine with hire, 
and congmiulate him and the familjr 
on so many thousand pounds yearly 
being added to their fortune. When 
mostly all the genteel families for 
twenty miles round, had paid their 
liompliments to him in this manmn% 
and he and his lady found leisure to 
hear the complaints of those sick peo- 
ple that applied to them, he found 
that some castor oil might be usefiil 
to a person that had come to consult 
them. Upon this, he rang the beST 
for John, the servant, who appeanng, 
and being desired to bring some cas- 
tor oil, replied : ** It is all done." 
" Done l" replied the gentleman^ ** do 
not you know there is a keg of it late- 
ly come from London ?" •* Yes, but if 
it please you honour, that one Is 
done too.** " How can that be?" re* 
plied the gentleman, in a passion. 
" Why, sir, you ha^^ had such a 
round of company almost every daf 
since it came, and always sallad at ta- 
ble, that it is all gone." " Don't yoa 
know, it is castor oil I want, and that 
the name is written in large letteraon 
the cask?" "So it is," replied the 
servant, " but as your honour knows, 
it was for the castors, and dressing 
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tfboandrelt now I underttaxid fou ; to 
you have been dressing the sallad all 
lids time with it." Bui harkee^ John, 
for €Uxl's sake do not mention it.** 
.The truth is, all the company were 
In^f |>ieafted with the salkids, and 
liad ofi^ spoke in their praise ; and 
the gentleman and his family had 
never in thdr life a better summer's 
iMAkh, nor the people that visited 
liim. 

It is strange that the magistrates 
of EU^burgh, who are, in general^ 
men of parts and discernment, should 
ttppokit any one to the oiBpe of town- 
crier that can read neither Scotch nor 
£nglish« I heard one of them, when 
reading an advertisement, blunder 
almost at every word, and pronounce 
the very first word advertisement) lay- 
ing the accent on the third syllable, 
when it should have been on the se- 
cond» and confounding the word 
shops, where goods are soldy with the 
vord chops^ meaning the mouth and 
jaws* Indeed, at Aberdeen, till late- 
ly, they generally pronounced both 
these words the same way. UpoA 
the eve of a king's fast day th6re^ 
about a year ago, one of the town- 
criers proclaimed, that, as to morrow 
was a fast day, by order of the magis* 
trates, no one within the liberties of 
the city, under pain of fining and im* 
prtsonment, should open their shops, 
Imt he pronounced it chops, from 
morning till aight. An Englishman, 
laho happened to be there, imagining 
that the magistrates had ordered that 
none should open their mouth to eat 
all that time, left the city, swearing, 
lor his part, he would not obey them ; 
and that, as the magistrates were 
fools for issuing such an order, so he 
thought the people would be fools if 
they obeyed it. 

AKRCDOTE OP MILTON. 

[ JVW geturtUly knovm,'] 

The freedom and asperity of his 

Tarious attacks on the character and 

nrerogative of Charles I. rendered 

mm peculiarly obnoxious when the 



restoration was accomplished. To 
save himself, therefore, from the fury 
of a court which he had so highly in- 
censed, and the vigilance of which, 
from the emissaries employed, it was 
become so difficult to elude, he con- 
nived with his friends, in efifecting 
the following innocent imposture : — 
The report of his death was indus- ' 
triously circulated, and the credulity 
of the people swallowed the bait pre- 
pared for them. The coffin, the 
mourners, and other apparatus of his 
burial, were exhibited at his house, 
with the same formality as if he had 
been really dead. A figure of him, 
as large and as heavy as the life, was 
actually formed, laid out, and put in a 
lead coffin, and the whole funeral so- 
lemnity acted in all its parts. It is 
said, when the truth was known, and 
he was found to be attve, notwith- 
standing the most incontestible evi- 
dence that he had been thus openly 
interred, the wits about the court of 
king Charles II. made themselves 
exceedingly merry with the strata* 
gem by which the poet had preserved 
his life. The lively and good natured 
monarch discovered too, himself, not 
a little satisfaction, on finding, that, 
by this ingenious expedient, his reign 
had not been tarnished with the blood 
of a man already blind, by application, 
infirmity, and age, and who, under all 
his dreadful misfortunes, had written 
Paradise Lost. 

A sapient question, put to Miss 
Taylor, on her examination at the bar 
of the house of commons, relative to 
the charges against the duke of York : 

Qtteation. — Might not your father 
take the name of Chance, without 
your knowledge ? 

.//»*wtfr..— Then how should I know 
that he did ? [a laugh.'] 

In a debate on the same business, 
in the house of commons, Mr. Ful- 
ler, a warm advocate for the duke of 
York, said, that he had received a 
number of anonymous letters, calling 



him a black 



^M^L%'Ul&&^i^' 



and this 
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thingf) that things and t'othv thiog. 
ILoud LaugbingJ] He did not like 
to have the dnke of York sent awajr 
like a whale> with a harpoon stuck 
in his side. Many complaints, he 
said, weve made against this country ; 
but, in his ofunion^ the country was 
better Uian any country upon earth ; 
and ^ he that donH like England, 
d — ^n him, let him leave it." [A roar 
ef laughter and groans.'] He apolo- 
gised for the last expression ; said he 
bad heard it as a toast in a publick 
company i 

Reparteb.— >'' I cannot"-— -said a 
lady^ who was leaning upon a rail at 



the opera-hotise during a little ccm» 
fusion—*' I cannot, for the soul of met 
cmteh a »o/^."— " iSever mind that, 
my dear," replied her companioDy 
*' so long as yon have got hold of a 
vor* 

ERASMUS* 

• The following epiuph was written 
upon him : 

Hie jacet Erasmus, qui gmndambo— ^ 
erat mus ; 

Rodere qui soUtus ; foditur .a vermibus. 

When the author was asked, why 
he had made ver in vermtbua short ( 
he replied, because he had made bo 
in bonus long. 



POETRY. 



1^' 

The following is the form !n vhich Bums*s 
song of Bonie Doon was originally 
written. 

YE flowery banks o' bonie Doon, 

How can ye blume sae fair ; 
Bow can ye chant, ye little birds. 

And I sae fa' o* care ! 
ThouH break my heart, thou bonie bird. 

That sings upon the bough ; 
Thou minds me o' the happy days 

When my fause love was true. 
Thou*U break my heart, thou bonie bird. 

That sings beside thy mate ; 
For sae I sat, and sae I sang. 

And wist na o* my fate. 

Ail hae I roved by bonie Doon, 

To see the woodbine twine. 
And ilka bird sang o* its love. 

And sae did I o' mine. 
Wi* lightsome heart I pu'd a rose 

Frae aff its thdtny tree. 
And my fause luver staw the rose. 

But left the thorn wi' me. 



Translation by Cowper of a Latin Sonnet 
by Milton. 

FairLftdv! whose harmonious name the 
Rhine, 
Through all his grassy vale delights 

to hear. 
Base were indeed the wretch who 
could forbear 
To love a spirit elegant as thine. 
That manifests a sweetness all divine. 
Nor knows a thousand winning acts 

to spare. 
And graces, which Love's bow and 
arrows are, 
Tempering thy virtues to a softer shine. 
When gracefully thou speak'st, or singed 

gay» 

Such strains, as might the senseless 
forest move. 
Ah then — turn each his eyes, and eai;p 
away. 
Who feels himself unworthy of thy 
love ! 
Gi'ace can alone preserve him, ere the dart 
Of fond desire yet reach his inmost heart. 
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m^CEKT AMERXCAN PUBLICATIONS. 

^ Apkm9 and Earle, Philadeiphiat Re^ 
pMuked^ 

Hurd on the Prophecies, %2, 
Mif JL Fmdky and W, H. Hopkmi, PkUa- 
delpfiia. Republished^ 

The Life of Petrarch, collected from 
4tfeiBoii«s poor la vie de Petrarch, by Mrs. 
Bobson. 
J^ John Bioren, Philadelphia^ Published^ 

The Acts of the last Session of the Ge- 
neral Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, 

Also, a New Drawing Book, from the 
studies of the best Masters. 
Ry the RookteHert, Philadelphia, Published, 

Pills, Poetical, Political, and Philoso- 
pfaficaL Prescribed for the purpose of 
purging^ the publick, of Piddling Philoso- 
I^ers, of Puny Poetasters, of Paltry Poli- 
ticians, and Petty Partisans. By Peter 
Pepper-Box, Poet and Physician. 
Jffy P. NichoU, Philadelphia, Republished, 

Elements of General History, ancient 
and modem. By Alex. F. Tjrtler, late 
Professor of History in the Uiuversity of 
Sdinborgh, &c. ^2 37. 
By Coale and Thomas, Baltimore, Published, 

Letters supposed to have passed be- 
tween St. Evermond and Waller. To which 
is prefixed a biographical sketch of St. 
Evermond, Waller, and several of their co- 
temporaries. By a gentleman of Balti- 
more. 1vol. 12mo. gl. 
J^ John Shedden, ^'Vw York, Republished, 

Considerations on the nature and effi- 
cacy of the Lord's Supper, by the Rev. 
Vicesimus Knox. To which are added, 
prayers composed and used by Samuel 
Johnson, L.L.D. Price one dollar, neatly 
bound. 

Republished, The Letters and a Sermon 
of the Rev. WUliam Romaine, M. A. to a 
friend On the most important Religious 
subjects, during a correspondence of 
twenty years. Price seventy-five cents, 
bound. 

Also, Religious Exercises Recommend- 
ed; or Discourses on Secret and Family 
Worship, and the Religious Observance 
of the Lord*s Day. By Job Orton. 

Bif E. Sargeant^ JWw York, Published, 

Statement of Duties on American and 
other produce imported from the United 
States, into Great Britain, agreeably to 
iiie. provisions of Act 48th, Geo. IIL Cup. 
tJ5, Price £5 cents. 



By Zadok Cramer, Pittsburgh, Penn, Pub- 
lished, 
The United States Spelling Book, with 
appropriate Reading Lessons: being an 
easy standard for ^)elling, Reading, and 
Pronoundng the English Language, ac- 
cording to the rules established by John 
Walker, in his Critical and Pronouncing 
Dictionary. By sundiy experienced Teach^ 
ers. 

At the OJlce of the Boston Patriot, Boston, 
Pubiisfied, 
The inadmissible principles of the King 
of England's Proclamation, of October 1^ 
1807, considered. By the late President 
Adams. 

Btf Hastings, Etheridge and Bliss, Boston, 
PubUshed, 
Monthly Anthology and Boston Review 
for May 1809. Vol. VII. No. V. 

By Isaiah Thomas, Boston and Worcetter, 
Published, 
In 8 vols, price gl8. The Complete 
works of the Rev. Jonathan Edwards, Mi- 
nister of the Gospel in Northampton, Mas* 
sachussetts, and afterwards President of 
the College in New Jersey. 

By Edmund M, Blunt, J^ewburyport, Pub- 
Ushed, 
The sixth edition of the American Coast 
Pilot. 



PROPOSED AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 

Hopkins and Earle, Philadelphia, 
Propose to publish immediately — Helps 

to Composition; or, Skeletons of Sermons. 

By the Uev. Charles Simeon, M. A. in 5 

vols 8vo. 

To publish— A translation from the 

French of Mens. Bichat on Membranes. 

By Dr. George Williamson, of Baltimore. 

Bartholomew Graves, Philadelphia, 
To publish— A new and interesting work, 
entitled " Christian Correspondence," be- 
ing a collection of Original Letters, writ- 
ten by the late celebrated John Wesley, 
and several of tlie fii*st class of Methodist 
Preachers in connexion with him, to the 
late Mrs. Eliza Bennis, with many of her 
answers. 

A. Finley, Philadelphia, 
To rep!iblish — A History of the Apos- 
tles and Evangelists, writers of the New 
Tcstam-nt S^,;§^f,pi^n^^^^nLV, D. D. 
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WUiiom MbO, jtm, ^nd Gmrfe W. Fierie^ 
Phiiadelphia, 

To publish — A pamphlet containing Evi- 
dence of the Corruption and Treason of 
General James* Wilkinson, commander of 
the army of the United States, and of his 
cotmexion with Col. Burr ; together vith 
a refutation of the charges brou|^t by the 
General against Daniel Clai*)^ of New 
Orleans. 
Mathiaa James O^Convm/, PhUadeipMa, 

To publish by subscription — A Practi- 
cal Anglo Spanish Grammar, wherein will 
be exhibitea the whole variety of Spanish 
Construction, illustrated with copious ex- 
amples, consisting of familiar and com- 
mercial phrases. 

Jo/m Morgan and Thomas S. J^Ianning, 
Philadelphia, 

To republish — Dr. Johnson's Dictionary 
of the English Language, in 2 vols, quarto, 
into which will be introduced Mason's 
Supplement, and Walker's Pronunciation. 

Collins and Perkins, J^ew York, 

To publish — lu a handsome duodecimo 
volume, A Dissertation on the Mineral 
Waters of Saratoga, second edition, en^ 
larged ; including an account of the Wa- 
ters of Ballstown, embellished with a map 
of the surronding country, and a vie^ of 
the Rock Spring at Saratoga. By Valen- 
tine Seaman, M. D. one of tlie surgeons 
of the New York Hospital. 

E. Sargeant, New York, 

To republish — Universal Biography, 
containing a copious account, critical and 
historical, of the life and character, la- 
bours and actions of eminent persons of 
-.ill ages and coim tries, conditions and 
professions, arranged in alphabetical or- 
der. By J. Lempriere, D. D. author of tlie 
Classical Dictionary. 

E. li E. ITosmer, Albariy^ AVw York, 
To piiMibh by subscription — A work, 
cntitlcil t!jc Testimony of Christ's Second 
Appearinpj; containing a general state- 
ment of all things pertaining to the faith 
and practice of the cliurch of God in this 
latter day. Published by order of the 
ministry in union with the chui-ch. 

•* Now is come salvation, and strength, 
and the kingdom of oiu* God, and tlie pow- 
er of his Christ." — Revelation. 

E. LarhiUi Boston, 
To republish— The TJetters of Pliny the 
Consul, with occasiond remarks. By Wil- 
li am Melmoth, Es^j. 2 vols, price g3. 
J J in extra, boatds. 



HSCSirr BRIT18B PUBLICATXOB^. 

Bakewell's Observations on tlie In- 
fluence of Soil and Climate upon Wool, 
pointing out a certain and easy method 
of improving the quality of English Clo- 
thing Wool, and preserving the health of 
Sheq>> with Hints for the management of 
Sheep after shearing, and Remarks on 
tlie method of retaining the best qualities 
of the Spanish breed of Sheep, unchanged 
in different climates. With occasional 
Notes and Remarks. By the ri^t honour- 
able lord Somerville. 

Poems, Sacred to LoYe and Beauty, by 
Hugh Downman, M. D. 2 vols, with two 
engravings, price 10s. 6d. 

The new Annual Register ; or. General 
Repository of History, Politicks, and Li- 
terature, for the yeaur 1808. 

Reports of Cases in the High Court of 
Chancer}', by E. Vesey, Esq. of Lincoln's 
Inn, Barrister at Law. Vol. XIV. part II- 
7s. 6d. 



PROPOSED BRITISH PURIFICATIONS. 

Mr. S. Parkes, author of the Chjmica** 
Catechism, has in the press the Rudiments 
of Chymistry, with familiar illustrations 
and experiments, in a pocket volume, il- 
lustrated by neat copper plates. 

The Rev. Mr. Belfour has collected his 
papers, entitled The Lyceum of Ancient 
Literature, with the intention of forming 
tliem into three volumes. 

Mr. John Carey has in a state of great 
forwai'dness, laive four sheet Maps of 
Europe, Asia, Africa and America; on 
which will be delineated the most recent 
divisions, and every geographical improve- 
ment, to the present time. 

The right honourable George Rose will 
shortly publish in a quarto volume, A Nar- 
rative, by sir Patrick Hume, of the Events 
which occun'cd in the Enterprise under 
the command of the Earl of Argyle, in 
1685 ; from an original manuscript. With 
Observations on the Posthumous Histo- 
rical Work of the late right honourable 
C-J. Fox 

Dr. Adam's work on Epidemicks, is 
nearly finished at the press. It is an Ad- 
dress to the Publick, on the Laws tluit 
govern those Diseases, and on the late 
Proposal ^ for Exterminating the Small- 
pox. 

Letters of Mrs. Elizabeth Montague, 
with some of the Letters of her Corre- 
spondents, will shoilly be published by 
Mathcw Montague, Esq. M. P. her net 
phew and executor. 
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FROM THB q.VA«TERLT REVIEW. 

Memoirs of the life and Writings of Sir Philip Sidney. By Thomas Zouch, D. D. 
F. L. S. Prebendary of Durham, pp. 398. 4to. London, 1808. 



THE period in which sir Philip 
^dney flourished, considered, as it 
relates to manners, is reproached 
with a fondness for the fopperies of 
chivalry. But we must not confound 
the fugitive customs of the age, with 
thai sjHrit which fashions the minds 
of men^ and reaches beyond the date 
of those artificial customs that rather 
dtisguise than produce it. The pas- 
sion of arms, gallantry; and devotion, 
in its minutix and excess, may make 
men fight more than they need, love 
more than they ought, and pray, per- 
hapa, at unsuitable times ; but valour, 
sensibility, and patient suffering, are 
the noble results. 

The universal favourite of this age 
was sir Philip Sidney, the most ac- 
complished character in our history, 
tin lord Orford startled the world by 
paradoxes, which attacked the fame 
established by two centuries. Singu- 
larity of opinion, vivacity of ridicule, 
and polished epigrams in prose, were 
the means by which this nobleman 
sought distinction. But he had some- 
thing in his composition more pre- 
dominant than his wit ; a cold, unfeel- 
ing disposition, which contemned 
literary men, at the moment that his 
heart secretly panted to share their 
fame ; while his peculiar habits of 

VOL. II. 



society deadened every impression of 
grandeur in the human character* 

Three volatile pages of petulance, 
however, have provoked the ponder- 
ous quarto before us. Biassed as we 
are in favour of Sidney, we find this 
a case of criticism somewhat nice to 
determine; for though we are wil« 
ling to censure his lordship for being 
much too brisk, we do not see that, 
therefore, we are to excuse his an- 
tagonist, for being much too satur- 
nine* 9 

The materials of these memoirs 
present scarcely any thing new. They 
have already been used by Arthur 
Collins, in his account of the Sidney 
family, prefixed to the Sidney papers; 
and by Dr« Campbell, in the Biogra- 
phia Briiannica. The only novelty, 
is a long and uninteresting manu- 
script in the British Museum ; a 
kind of biographical homily, con- 
taining an account of Sidney's death. 

ITie life of Sidney, who died at 
little more than thirty, was chiefly 
passed in his travels ; and had no 
claims on a volume of this size. Dr. 
Zouch has the merit, however, of 
giving a luminous disposition to his 
scanty materials. With these before 
us, we shall track him in his work, 
and ascertaiE^g,^,^g^tii5o^^^,induHtry 



SEUCT RBTnnft. 



hM alWI^ been t^ikoit, and bis 
judgment enligbtened by taste. 

Sir Philip Sidney derived every 
ad?antag:e from two noble and excel- 
lent parents. His father, sir Uenryt 
was a sage, a statesman, and had 
even been a hero ; but at this eariy 
period of life, the character of the 
mother is of some importance. She 
is thus described by Dr. Zouch. 

** Nor was his mother less illustrious, 
or less amiable. Mary, the eldest daugh- 
ter of the unfortunate duke of Northum- 
berland, alienated from the follies and 
vanities of life, by those tragical events 
in her own family, of which she had been 
an eye-witriess, she devoted herself, like 
Cornelia* the mother «f the Gracchi, to 
an employment equally pleasing, useful, 
and honourable — the instruction of her 
children. It was her delight to form their 
early habits; to instil into their tender 
minds the principles of religion and vir- 
tue I to direct their passions to prefer ob- 
jects i to superintend not only their seri- 
ous studies, but even their amusements." 
p. 17. 

We do not reproach this passage 
with a want of elegance, but of defi- 
nitive ideas. We find m this Work, 
too many of these lax and general 
descriptions, which delineate nothing 
that is individual. The above de- 
scription of sir Philip Sidney's mo- 
ther may be let out for the use of 
any other: like those epitaphs on 
tombstones, which are used by the 
whole parish in turn. Biographers 
too often fail in the nice touches of 
the pencil, and Dr. Zouch has here 
dropt an affecting trait in the portrait 
of this mother, which sir Fulke Gre- 
viUe has feelingly copied from the 
life. Alluding to the tragical events 
in her own family, the companion 
and the biographer of Sidney adds : 

" She was of a large, ingenuous spirit, 
racked with native 9trength, She chose 
rather to fade herself from the curious et/e» 
of a delicate time, than come upon the 
stage of the world, with any manner of 
disparag^ment-^the mischance of sick- 
ness having cast such a kind of voile over 
her excellent beauty, as the modesty of 
that sex doth.**— Again— *• This clear- 
aesse of his father's judgment, and ing-e- 
ni9U0ien9iblenei»e of his mother's brought 



forth so bifpy a temper in their ofl^ 

spring.'* 

Here are distinctly indicated, the 
high spirit of ancestry^ and the ten- 
der melancholy of the mother; fea- 
tures entirely lost in the portrait 
blurred over by Dr. Zouch. He 
should have inquired whether tb& 
maternal character did not consider- 
ably influence that of sir Philip him- 
self* We have no doubt that it did. 
In his defence of his uncle, lord Lei- 
cester, he alludes, with this high- 
toned ifeeling to his descent : " I am 
a Dudley in blood, the duke's daugh- 
ter's son — my chiefest honour is to 
be a Dudley." 

Sidney resembled " the melancholy 
Gray ;" like him, too, he seems ne- 
ver to have been a boy. The lan- 
guage of sir Fulke Greville is that 
of truth and of the heart. " I lived 
with him, and knew him from a child* 
yet I never knew him other than a 
many with such staiednesse of mind, 
lovely and familiar gravity, as carried 
grace and reverence above greater 
years. His talk ever of knowledge* 
and his very play tending to enrich 
his mind; so as even his teachers 
found something in him to observe, 
and learn, above that which they had 
usually read or taught* Which emi- 
nence by nature and industry, made 
his worthy father style sir Philip in 
my hearing (though I unseen) Xw- 
men /amilia eua^ the light of his fa- 
mily." 

His father <^ designed him for 
foreign travel and the business of a 
court very early." He drew up a 
compendium of instruction, which 
Dr. Zouch has judiciously preserved j 
and accompanied . it by a continued 
and ingenious commentary from two 
similar compositions of sir Walter 
Rawleigh, and sir Mathew Hale. The 
English wisdom of these three vene- 
rable fathers we love infinitely morei 
than we admire the polite cynicism 
of Rochefoucault and Chesterfield* 
This oldfashioned, massy sense will, 
in every age, be valued by its weights 
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The acttdeiiilcaT education of Sd- 
ncy was completed at both the uni* 
vcrsities, and such was his subse- 
quent celebrity, that his learned tutor 
cbose to commemorate on his tomb, 
that " He was the tutor of sir PhiHfi 
Sidnfy,** The same remarkable tes- 
timony to this extraordinary charac- 
ter, was given by his friend, sir FuJke 
Grerille, lord Brooke, on whose 
tomb was inscribed, as the most last- 
ing of his honours, " Fulke Greville, 
«ei^ani to queen Elizabeth, counsel- 
lor to king James, and friend to dr 
PhiHfi Sidney I" When afterwards 
we find, that there was a long pub« 
lick mourning observed for his death, 
and that the eulogiums bestowed on 
him by the most eminent of his con- 
temporaries, at home and abroad, are 
positive and definitive, it seems but 
an idle labour to refute the malici- 
ous ingenuity of Walpole— that light 
work of spangles and fillagree, truth 
shivers at a smgle stroke into glitter- 
ing atoms ! 

At this momentous period of life, 
when youth steps into manhood, was 
Sidney a most diligent student, a 
lover and a patron of all the arts; but 
liis ruling passion was military fame. 
This he inherited from his father, 
who had distinguished himself on 
many occasions, and particularly, in 
single combat with a Scottish chief- 
lain, whom he overthrew and stripped 
of his arms. 

He left the university to com* 
mence his travels. Dr* Zouch in- 
forms us of a wise precaution of our 
ancestors on this head. 

" In those days, when travelling was 
considered as one of the principal causes 
•f corrapt morals, a wise and sound poll* 
«y dictated the expediency of observing 
the roost rigid circumspection in permit* 
ling the Baglish nobility and gentry to 
visit distant countries ; and in general, no 
persons were penbitted to go abroad, 
■ except merchants, and those who were 
Intended for a military life." 

The royal license was granted by 
the queen on the 25th of May, 1572, 
aad runs in this manner. '* For her 
trusty and well beloved Philip Sidney^ 



esquire, to go out of EngflaodMopttM 
beyond the seas, with three servanu 
and four horses; to remain during 
the space ofttpo yearly for his attain- 
ing the knowledge oi fordgn ion* 

The earl of Leicester recommend- 
ed him to sir Francis Walsingham, 
our ambassadour in France, whose 
daughter Sidney afterwards married. 
Charles IX. received him with unu- 
sual kindness, and made him a gen- 
tleman of his chamber. This must 
have been one of the artifices to tre- 
pan the protestants ; for Sidney had 
scarcely taken the oaths to his perfi- 
dious master, ere he became a spec- 
tator of the massacre of St. Bartho* 
lomew. 

Dn Zouch has, with much curi- 
osity and judgment, collected the nu- 
merous catholick testimonies, many 
of them written by eminent scholars^ 
approving and applauding this san- 
guinary scene. Let the lesson per* 
petually instruct. He accounts for 
the seeming apathy of the court on 
the occasion, by the political wisdom 
of Elizabeth : but the emphatick lan- 
guage which her ministers employ- 
ed, expresses their abhorrence of the 
crime. We regret that we cannot 
transcribe the fine picture of the si* 
lent resentment of the English court 
when the French ambassadour passed 
through the circle, as described by 
. himself. 

At Paris, Sidney was seen and ad- 
mired by Henry IV, the young king 
of Navarre. '* He used him,^ sayS 
Fulke Greville << like an equal in 
nature, and fit for friendship with a 
king." 

At Frankfort, he lodged at the 
house of Andrew Wechel, one of the 
learned printers of the sixteenth cea- 
tury. Here he found Hubert Languet, 
and here he formed his memorable 
friendship with that bright ornament 
of literature, who was then resident 
minister from the elector of Saxony^ 
It was usual at this time for scholars 
to lodge in the houses of eminent 
printers. Robert Stephens h|^d ire*. 
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quently ten teamed men m Us house* 
all of them foreigners^ who occasion- 
ally ^rrected his proofs. 

Languet combined with universal 
erudition, that keen sagacity which 
discovers the real characters of men. 
His expertness in the conduct of pdi- 
tical affairs, placed him in the confi- 
dence and employment of several 
princes, while the suavity of his man- 
ners, and the classick elegance of his 
style, won him the hearts of all lite- 
rary men. Such was the person 
whom young Sidney (for he bad not 
yet reached his twentieth year) adopt- 
ed as his friend, and revered as his 
master. Their communication suf- 
fered no interruption from time or 
place. His pupil thus elegantly com- 
memorates, in his unfinished Arca- 
dia, the wisdom and the learning of 
his friend, while he paints himself 
with the most delicate modesty. 
^' The song I sang, old Languet had me 

taught ; 
Languet, the shepherd best swift Ister 

knew, 
Tbr dearkly reed, and ha^g what is 

nauffht. 
For faithful heart, clean hands, and 

mouth as true. 
With his sweet skill, my skillcss youth 

he drew. 
To have a feeling taste of him that sits 
Beyond the heaven ; far more beyond your 

wits. 

With old ti'ue tales he wont my ears to 

fill. 
How shepherds did of yore, how now they 
thrive—- 
He liked me, but pitied lustful youth ; 
His good strong stan* my slippery years 
up bore ; 
He still hoped well, because I loved 

truth.»» 
The character of Languet has not 
been ill drawn by Dr. Zouch ; but 
. towards the conclusion he is not for- 
tunate. He first compares Languet 
to Socrates, and Sidney to Alcibiades. 
Then seized by an orgasm for paral- 
lels, he proceeds to another which he 
likes better, namely, of Languet to 
Mentor, and Sidney to Telemachus. 
Elsewhere he compares Sidney to 



Alexander the GrMt, inii i au eli atf: 
they died at the same mge« All these 
parallels are not in the manner of 
Plutarch. There is too much of this 
grave trifiing. We hope the author's 
sermons are more lively. 

At Vienna, Sidney seems to have - 
perfected himself in those noble ac-> 
complishments of the cavalier, with 
which count Balthassar Castiglione 
has adorned his courtier. He prac* 
tised manly and martial exercises, 
tennis, and musick ; and he studied 
horsemanship with particular atten- 
tion. In his " Defence of Poetry^**- 
he alludes to the partiality of fal» 
equestrian preceptor, Pugliano,iniiai* 
Tour of his own professional occupa* 
tion. 

This man, who had the place of an 
equerry in the emperour's stables^ 
spoke so eloquently of that noble ani- 
mal, the horse, of his beauty, bis 
futhfulness, and his courage, that 
his pupil facetiously says : << if 1 had 
not been a piece of a logician before 
I came to him^ I think he would have 
persuaded me to have wished myself 
a horse.** In the second book of the 
Arcadia, he has finely described the 
management of this animal. The 
works of a man of genius are thus 
frequently the records of his own 
feelings ; these self-notices, in which 
our best writers abound, have not 
been gleaned with sufficient care by 
their biographers* 

From Venice, the seat of libertin-* 
ism, Sidney soon retired to Padua, 
where he applied to the sciences of 
geometry, and astronomy. His con- 
stitutional delicacy, and his disposi- 
tion tinged with thoughtful melan- 
choly, induced Languet to admonish 
him not to neglect his health, " lest 
he should resemble a traveller, who, 
during a long journey, attends to 
himself, but not to his horse." 

We have now a specimen of the 
nevf mode of writing history^ which 
enables the ingenious inventors to 
give us the particulars of an event 
that never took place. Our authoi^ 
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laiteg^ discovered tfiat Tasso resided 
St Padua when Sidney was there, by 
the assistance of a certain historian 
Cwhose name appears to be Little 
DotJBT) has boldly described their 
interview. The reader may take the 
miowing extract, as a fair specimen 
how the secret history of Queen 
Mab, may yet be written in the most 
amhentick manner! 

''-The celebrated Tosso was then renVenf 
at Fadua^ and there is littlb doubt 
Mr. Sidney visited this seat of learning', 
with a desire to partake of the conversation 
•f our poet. The ardour with which they 
I met, may be more easily conceived than 
described. Both of them glowing with 
aU the five of native genius, and equally 
ciiiuk>tt8 to excel in every thin^ honour- 
able, &c. &C. How fervent, &c. &c. must 
their friendship have been !" p. 66. 

« Sidney," says Dr. Zouch, « left 
Venice and came to Padua, June 
1574.'* p. 65. " The celebrated 
Tasso was then resident at Padua." 
p. 66. Now we must inform Dr. Z. 
that in 1574, Tasso was " resident" 
at Ferrara. A meeting took place 
there between Henry III. then re- 
turning to France, and Alphonso, the 
patron of Tasso; and the poet ac« 
companied the duke to Venice, July 
1574. There he indulged in the fes- 
tivities of the place, to the neglect of 
bis " Jeposalem," till he was seized 
with a quartan fever. From Venice 
be went back to Ferrara, and was 
confined there all the winter by ex- 
treme debility. All this appears in 
a letter of the poet to the pronotary 
Porzia, inserted in Serassi's elabo- 
rate and most interesting '' Life of 
Tasso." 

Tasso was, indeed, at Padua, during 
Che month of March, 1575, consult- 
ing the crlticks of the academy there ; 
and we are inclined to suspect that 
criticism contributed even more than 
lore, to derange the irritable faculties 
of this too feeling poet. Now Sidney, 
by the doctor's own account, p. 8'i, 
returned to England, through Ger- 
many, passing through various cities, 
in May, 1575. So that the whole of 
this rapturous snperstrtictnrc is over- 



thrown. We are sorry thus f 
differ from Dr. Zouch ; but our 
duty to the publick will not permit 
us to see this uxTtE doubt, un- 
der the sanction of his authority^ 
ranked among the Bayles, the John- 
sons, or even the Birches of the day. • 
We are convinced that Sidney never 
had an interview with Tasso, An 
event so interesting in the life of a 
poet, he who commemorated charac- 
ters and events of less importancci 
had certainly not buried in silence* 

We are informed of a fact highly 
curious and characteristick of the 
age, that when Sidney conversed 
with the literati of the church of 
Rome, his English friends, as well 
as Languet, suspected that he was 
becoming a proselyte. The latter 
conjured him not to go to Rome, 
that seat of ancient glory, which had 
Inflamed the curiosity of his classick 
mind. Sidney followed the harsh 
counsel, and regretted it ever after. 
Since Rome was forbidden, he pro- 
jected a journey to Constantinople, 
m which Languet acquiesced; and 
probably would have preferi-ed that 
Sidney should become a Turk, rathep 
than a Papist ! 

Languet darkens the Italian cha- 
racter. He trembles for the purity 
of Sidney's morals, " now whiter 
than snow," and describes the subtle 
craftiness of the Genoese ; the dis- 
solving libertinism of the Venetians \ 
and the theological Machiavelism of 
the Romans. 

There is no reason to think that 
the mind of Sidney was ever tainted. 
He followed his pious father's admo- 
nition : '^ To bo always virtuously 
employed." 

On his return to England, he be- .^ 
came the admiration and delight of 
the English court.. The queen called 
him her « Philip."* Elizabeth, with 
such ambiguous coquetry, gratified 

• In opposition, perhaps, to her sister's 
Philip ; tor Sidney's father had given him 
this name to flatter Mary's fondness for 
her kuBban4' 
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mt once her political sagacity and her 
feminine vanity. All her favourites 
had some endearing nickname^ or 
shared in some tender caress of royal 
courtesy. Sidney made his gratitude 
picturesque, in a masque of " The 
' Lady of the May!" 

In 1576, at an age not much ex- 
ceeding twenty years, Sidney was 
appointed ambas&adour at the court 
of Vienna. The ostensible purpose 
was to condole with the emperour 
Rodolph, on the demise of his fa* 
ther* The concealed one, was more 
important. It was to unite the pro- 
testant princes in the defence of their 
common cause against Rome and the 
overwhelming tyranny of Spain, at 
this period the terrour of Europe. 

The choice of young Sidney to fill 
this situation is the clearest evidence 
of his distinguished character ; and, 
indeed, his successful termination of 
the embassy confirms it. 

Dr. Zouch observes: " The qucen*s 
own penetration and discernment had 
promoted him to this appointment. 
It is remarked of this princess, that 
in the choice of her ambassadours, 
she had a regard not only to the ta- 
lents, but even to the figure and per- 
son of those to whom she consigned 
the administration of her affairs 
abroad" 

Our young ambaasadour has ^iven 
a full narrative of his embassy ir^ an 
official letter to Walsingham, and it 
will be considered as a splendid testi- 
mony of political address and matu- 
rity of genius, very far above his 
years. He extorted unqualified ap- 
probation from Burleigh, the jealous 
rival of his uncle Leicester. After 
describing his interviews with the 
^ emperour, and the rest of the impe- 
rial family, he proceeds thus : 

" The rest of the dales that I lay there 
I informed myself as well as I could of 
8uch particularities as I received in my 
instructions ; as 1 of the empttx)ur'8 dis- 
position ; and his brethren ; 2 by whose 
advice be is directed ; 3 when it is likely 
he shiHild marry ; 4 what princes in Ger- 
many are most affected to him ; Sin what 
stftte he \3 left for revenews ^ 6 what go«d 



agreement £faere it betwixt 'lifm and Wb 
brethren ( 7 and what partage they have; 
In these things I shall at my return mora 
largely declare. The emperour is h«Iy 
[wholly] by his inclination given to the 
warres, few of wordes, sullain of dispo> 
sition, very secrete and resolute, nothing 
the manners his father had in \inniiinge 
men in his behaviour, but }'et oonstaat 
in keeping them .* and such a die, «% 
though he promise not much outwar<Uy, 
but as the Latins say, atiquid in recettu f 
his brother Earnest much lyke him in dis- 
position, bHt, that he is more franke, and 
forward, which perchance the necessity 
of his fortune argues him to be : both ^Er 
tremely Spaniolated*'' p. 93. 

These are some of the roysteriei 
of diplomacy ; high matters, vrhidl 
serve to prove (if proof were neces* 
sary) that an ambassadour in all ages, 
is, as some one has coarsely said, a 
privileged spy. 

Sidney had not yet attained his 
twenty-fifth year, when he was knoivn 
to the most eminent personages in 
Europe. William the first, prSice «€ 
Orange, emphatically described him 
*< as one of the ripest and greatest 
counsellors of state at that day^ in 
Europe.** The correspondence be- 
tween these two great men turned on 
the political state of Europe, and we 
have to regret its loss. 

Sidney must indeed have been the 
extraordinary character which histo* 
ry records ; since he could even ex* 
tort admiration from Don Juan of 
Austria, the Spanish viceroy in the 
Netherlands. A man haughty with 
military fame, and whose banner 
floated with an inscription of Extern 
mination to the Protestant faith. Drc 
Zouch thus gives his character. 

" Nothing could be more discordant 
than this man, and the English ambassa- 
dour. At lirst he looked with contem{»t 
on his youth, and with all the insok^ee ^ 
national pride, scarcely deemed him 
worthy of his notice. Yet such are the 
charms of intrinsick merit ; so attractive 
the beauty of genuine excellence, that we 
find the haughty and imperious Spaniard 
struck, as it were, with reverential awe* 
at the view of pre-eminent g^dness, and 
contributing a just and involuntary ap« 
plause to the fine talents, and high endow- 
menu of <^t^»^^^i,^^^f^.'' 
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Hciet howevery we find the &uk» 
which {>reyails throughout this work ; 
am indistiDctness of description) which 
loses Itself) in what we may term» 
the -vohibUity of the fien. Had the 
author freed himself from some of 
this redundance of language, he might 
haTe found leisure to give us the fact 
to which he alluded. We recollect 
what Philip of Spain, no admirer of 
bereticks, declared on the death of 
Sidney, that ^^ England had lost in 
one moment, what she might not 
produce in an age !'* 

I Sidney disdnguished himself as 
the advocate of his father, against a 
fiiction who had drawn up articles of 
impeachment on his administration in 
Ireland. Hb father was reinstated in 
Ihe queen's favour. But the fervent 
sjMrit of Sidney, in every thing which 
touched his romantick feelings of 
honour^ had nearly involved him in 
•n open quarrel with the earl of Or- 
mond* He chose to be sullenly silent 
when the earl addressed him. But 
the earl conducted himself more no- 
bly, by saying, ^' he would accept no 
quarrel from a gentleman, who is 
bound by nature to defend his father's 
cause, and who is ^mished with so 
many virtues as he knows Mr. Philip 
to be." 

When Elizabeth's proposed mafu 
riage with the duke of Anjou divided 
tiie nation into two parties, Sidney 
was foremost among the strenuous 
l^posers of that mischievous design. 
He addressed a letter to her majesty, 
which Hume has justly characterized 
for its elegance, and its forcible rea- 
soning. The head of the French fac- 

\ turn (for even in better times, France 
£9und a faction among the dissolute 
and the desperate part of the nation) 
was the earl of Oxford, a man of 
mined fortune, and blasted reputa- 
tbn. Some altercation ensued, in 
which the earl scornfully called Sid- 
ney <' a puppy I" A challenge passed 

1 between them^ but the queen inter- 
posed. Her argument must have 
mortified the haughty spirit of Sid- 
ney. It turned on " the difference in 



degree betwe^ iorU and gentlemen ;* 
and " how the gentleman** neglect of 
the nobility taught the fieakant to in« 
suit both." Sidney, with adroit flat- 
tery, converted the argument of her 
majesty to its own confutation, by ap- 
pealing to her, who << had willed that 
her sovereignty should be guided by 
the same laws as her people.— The 
earl of Oxford was a great lord ; yet 
he was no lord over him,— and there- 
fore the difference of degrees between 
freemen^ could not challenge any 
other homage, than precedency.** 
The queen was not displeased with 
this elevated strain from her knight. 
Sidney, however, incapable of sub- 
mission, retired from court. Some 
of these particulars may be found in 
the narrative of Fulke Greville.'They 
are not detailed in Dr. Zouch. 

In his retreat at Wilton, the seat of 
his brother-in-law, the earl of Pem- 
broke, he planned his " Arcadia," and 
on the pannels of one of the apart- 
ments several of its scenes were 
painted. " The Defence of Poetry" 
was the more perfect fruit of those 
happy and comlemplative days. 

Languet had often seriously ex- 
horted his young friend not to imitate 
his royal mistress in her preference 
of a life of celibacy. In 1583, Sid- 
ney married the daughter of Wal- 
singham, whom Jonson congratulates 
In one of his epigrams. He was also 
knighted, an honour which, like all 
othei*s, the queen " bestowed with 
frugality and choice.** 

Sidney had not yet obtained, what 
he seems to have long desired— some 
splendid occasion to manifest his he- 
roick disposition. When sir Francis 
Drake returned from his first expedi- 
tion, the novelty of his discoveries, 
and perhaps the treasures he poured • 
into the queen's coffers, inflamed the 
nation. Foreigners, indeed, consi- 
dered Drake as the greatest plicate 
that ever infested the seas; but in 
England, he was admired as a new 
Columbus. Shakspeare alludes to 
this temporary passion of the 
times : 
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^ Some to tkc waM t« try their i<Htune 

there ; 
** Some to discover islands far away." 

Tvfo Gentlemen of Verona. 

Weary of inaction, and inspired by 
a romantick fancy of founding a new 
empire of his own, of which sir Fulke 
Greville has given a most extraordi- 
nary account, Sidney secretly planned 
with Drake, to join him in his second 
expedition. Dr. Zduch tells but 
half his tale. Sir Fulke Greville has 
supplied many curious particulars. 
After giving a sketch of this wild de- 
sign, he details the shrewd inventions 
which Sidney condescended to prac- 
tise, to reach Plymouth, " overshoot- 
ing Walsingham in his own bow ;" 
and his bold contrivance to intercept 
the queen's messenger, by employ- 
ing two soldiers in disguise, to take 
his letters from him ; nor would he 
leave Plymouth till the queen de- 
spatched a peer to command his im- 
mediate return. These and other 
facts, which Dr. Zouch seems pur- 
posely to conceal in his perpetual 
pancgyrick, are surely of impor- 
tance. They let us a little into the 
character of Sidney — his sullen con- 
duct to the carl of Ormond ; his letter 
to his father's steward, threatening 
his life, on a rash supposition that he 
betrayed his correspondence ; his 
virulent defence of his uncle ; all 
these were the sins mi his youth. His 
infirmity was rashness and impetuo- 
sity of temper. 

An honour, less ambiguous than. a 
West India expiedition, was reserved 
for Sidney. His friends abroad na- 
med him as a competitor for the elec- 
tive crown of Poland, in 1585. That 
character must approach to excel- 
lence, which could create a party 
^ among distant foreigners, uninfluen- 
ced by corruption, to offer a croAvn to 
an English knight I 

The queen, however, one historian 
writes, was " jealous of losing the 
jewel of her times;" and another, that 
<^ she was jealous that any of her sub- 
. jects should be kings." " I will not 
allow/' said Elizabeth, ^' that Aiy sheep 



shidl be marked with a strsmget^ 
mark ; nor that they follow the whis* 
tie of a foreign shepherd I" 

The queen opened a fairer 6cld oC 
honour in appointing Sidney to the 
government of Flushing, having re- 
solved to assist the protestant inha- 
bitants of the Netherlands against 
Spanish oppression. His uncle Lei* 
ccstcr, who afterwards disappointed 
Ei^gland and her allies, by his want 
of wisdom and military skill, followed, 
with an army. On this intercourse 
of the EngUsh with the Flemish, 
Dr. Zouch appositely observes from 
Camden, that " the English, wkicli 
of all the northern nations had been 
the least drinkers, learned, by these 
JVetherland warey to drown themselyes 
with immoderate drinking, and hy 
drinking to other's health, to impair 
their own." A philosophical anti- 
quary may discover, in our continent- 
al wars, the origin of many of our 
worst customs, and not a few of our 
vices. 

In this first and last campaign of 
the young hero, he marked his short 
career, by enterprise and invention- 
combining these ardent military qua- 
lities with that penetration and pru- 
dence, which form a great general. 
Before he entered into action, he 
warmed his soldiers by a patriotick 
address. He revived the ancient dis- 
cipline of order and silence in his 
march ; and when he was treache- 
rously invited to take Gravelin, he 
only ventured a small detachment of 
his army, by which means, the rest 
were ^aved. He was the soldiers' 
fiiend, and remunerated them, in 
proportion to their merits, out of his 
private fortune. 

In the hope, but scarcely having 
yet attained to the pride, of military 
fame, fell the Marcellus of his coun- 
try and his age ! In a skirmish before 
Zutphen, ^* so impetuous that it be- 
came a proverbial expression among 
the Belgian soldiers to denote a most 
severe and ardent conflict," Sidney, 
having one horse shot under him, 
and mounting a second, rushed for- 
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vanl to recover lord Willougbhy,, 
surrouoded by the enemy. He suc- 
ceeded, and continued the fight till 
he was wounded by a bullet in the. 
left knee. 

The most beautiful event in his 
life, was his death. From the mo- 
laent be was wounded, and thirsty 
with excess of bleeding, when he 
ttimed away the water from his own 
tips, to give it to a dying soldier, 
with these words,: " Thy necessity 
i» still greater than mine!*' to his 
Uat hour, he marked the grandeur, 
and the tenderness of his nature. 

Dr. 2^ch informs us that << an 
ode which was composed by him on 
the nature of his wound, discovered 
a mind perfectly serene and calm." 
We wish our author had been satis- 
fied with having informed us of this 
fiict ; but he proceeds with a strange 
and superfluous apology for a dying 
poet composing an ode. 

•*TTie8e efforts of his expiring^ muse 
win not surely subject him to censure fu\d 
rfpr9aeh. It is impossible to sucf^cst that 
they were disjigured by any sentiments 
of rathntti and impiety. They were exer- 
cised OQ a subject of tlie most serious na- 
ture, on a wound which was likely to 
terminate in death." 

This paragraph is a fair specimen 
of the literary merits of this work. 
The author is never satisfied with tell- 
ing all he knows — for he seems op- 
pressed by a flux of phrases. It is a 
ridiculous anxiety, to be ajarmed for 
the t^icty of his hero, in writing a 
death-bed ode. Were not the odes 
of David composed by the same feel- 
ings, under the influence of the most 
I trying occasions ? 

Other particulars are recorded of 
his death, which give a most interest- 
ing picture of his heroism, his phi- 
kiiopby, and his religibn* 

The night before he died, leaning 
upon a pillow in his bed, he wrote a 
short, but pathetick, note to a physi- 
cian; and an epistle to a divine, in 
elegant Latin, which for ^ its pithi- 
ness of matter," was presented to the 
queen. — He conversed on the im- 

VOL. II. 



mortality of the soul, and compared 
the conjectures of the pagan philoso- 
phy with the truths of revelation. 
On the day he died, he affixed a codi- 
cil to his will ; and called for musick, 
and particularly for the ode which 
has made Dr. Zouch so uneasy, *• to 
procure repose to his disordered 
frame." With the same dignified 
composure he bade adieu to his bro- 
ther; and exhorted him to cherish 
his friends : " Their faith to me may 
assure you that they are honest." 
He made an extempore prayer before 
his death — a circumstance which re- 
news the doctor's uneasiness. He 
conjures up a question, which he 
cannot lay, concerning " publiclc 
worship led by a layman." " We 
are not hence to conclude** he writes, 
" that Sidney professed a religion pe- 
culiar to himself ; nor that he derived 
any singular sentiments from Lan- 
guet, &c." — by which means, we are 
furnished with a page of articles that 
we are not to conclude about. 

Of the interminable narrative of 
Sidney's death, written by Mr. 
George Giflard, a preacher of the 
times, we should have been thankful 
to Dr. Zouch had he taken the pains 
to have read and not printed it. But 
to the eyes of an antiquary, there is 
something magical in a MS. 

We regret to find that the last mo- 
ments of Sidney #ere disturbed by 
the misdirected piety of this Mr. Gif- 
fard, who never ceased " proving to 
him by testimonies and infallible rea- 
sons out of the scriptures" every 
thing that came into his head. When 
Sidney was in the last agony (says the 
MS.) and all natural heat and life 
were almost utterly gone out of him ; 
that his understanding had failed, and 
that it was to no purfioae to afieak any 
mare to him — *< then it was that the 
aforesaid Mr. Giflard made a long 
speech, and required the expiring 
Sidney ^ to hold up. his hand,' which 
we thought he could scarce have mO' 
ved." iSocuments of this kind are 
more fanatick than historical; and 
more tedious than fanatick* 
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The manes of Sidney received 

every honour, publick and private* 
domestick and forei^j^n. Never died 
an Eng:li8hman so universally lament- 
ed. All the world remembered him 
but his own £Eimily-— and no monu- 
ment was raised to his name. Men 
like Sidney, indeed, build their own 
monuments ; yet we cannot admit 
that considerations of this nature fur- 
nish a legitimate plea for the parsi- 
mony of their heirs. 

Such was sir Philip Sidney. But 
was this singular character exempt 
from the frailties of human nature ? 
If we rely on Dr. Zouch, we shall 
not discover any. If we trust to lord 
Orfokd, we shall perceive little else. 
The truth is, that had Sidney lived, 
he might have grown up to that ideal 
greatness which the world adored in 
him ; but he died early — not without 
some erroure of youth. His fame 
was more mature than his life, which, 
indeed, was but the preparation for a 
splendid one. We discern that future 
greatness (if we may use the expres- 
sion) in the noble termination of his 
early career, rather than in the race 
which he actually ran. The life of 
Sidney would have been a finer sub- 
ject for the panegyrick of a Pliny, 
than for the biography of a Plutarch. 
His fame was sufficient for the one, 
while his actions were loo few for the 
other. 

It may be useful to notice some of 
the aspersions of lord Orfohd on our 
favourite character. 

" He died with the rashness of a 
volunteer," says he, " after having 
lived to write with the sang^froidy and 
prolixity of mademoiselle Scudery," 
and he quotes the observation of 
queen Elizabeth on Essex : ** We 
shall have him knock'd o' the head, 
like that rash fellow, Sidney." On 
the day Sidney received his fatal 
wound, it appears that observing the 
marshal of the camp lightly armed, 
he threw off his cuisses, merely, ac- 
cording to sir Fulke GreviUe's ac- 
count, " to venture without any ine- 
qualilie." p. 143. Dr* Zouch has not 



given the oceaskm of thit act* wych 
we see was a mere beroick bravfulo, 
which sober critieks like ourselves do 
not presume to comprehend. Dr. 
Zouch has made an ingenious obser- 
vation on the defect of our military 
institutions in the sixteenth century, 
at page 336 ; but hehas not defended 
his hero from this accusation of rash- 
ness. Yet this may still be done; 
for the valour of Sidney was founded 
on fatalism^ like that of many other 
eminent military characters. Wil- 
liam III. used to say, that every bill 
let had its billet ; and that this was 
the opinion of Sidney, appears by 
what he affirmed after he had received 
his wound : ^< That God did send the 
bullet, and commanded it to stryke 
him/' The system of fatalUm must 
not be discouraged among our he- 
roes; and it will sufficiently defend 
Sidney from " the rashness" aUri- 
buted to him by one who was no hero 
himself. 

When lord Orford apologized, ia 
his second edition, for having past by 
Sidney's " Defence of Poetry," he 
acknowledged ^' that he had forgotten 
it; a proof," he adds, *^ that I at 
least did not think it sufficient foun- 
dation for so high a character as he 
acquired." This is mere malignity. 
Sidney had diligently read the best 
Latin and Italian commentaries on 
Aristotle's Poeticks, and these he has 
illustrated with the most correct taste 
and the most beautiful imagery. It 
is a work of love ; and the luminous 
order of ciiticism is embellished by 
all the graces of poetry. 

The Arcadia is a posthumous 
and unfinished work, and was com- 
posed) as he himself tells his sister, 
^' in loose sheets of paper, most of it 
in your presence, the rest by sheets 
sent unto you as fast as they were 
don. For severer eyes," he adds, 
" it is not ; being but a trifle, and tri- 
flingly handled." It was his earnest 
request on his death bed, that the 
Arcadia should be destroyed. The 
countess of Pembroke collected and 
published the fugitive leaves, and 
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wifh a sisterlf fondness, called them 
« The Counicss of Pembroke's Area- 
dia.** Such is the history of a work, 
which the f^allantry of criticism 
should have spared. 

Of this romance Dr. Zouch has 
f^ven a curious and copious account. 
It was read with avidity and delight 



in an age when pageants and pasto- 
rals were familiar to the eye and the 
ear. Even in the present times, con- 
genial fancy can kindle over Area* 
dian scenery ; and a poet never dies, 
while there lives another poet of his 
nation. 



FROM TIIK UNIVERSAL MAGAIINB. 



The Last Tears of the Reign and Life of Louis XVI. By Francis Hue, one of tbe 
Officers of the King's Chamber, named by that Monarch, after the 10th of Aujcust, 
1792, to the Honour of continuing with Him and the Royal Family. Ti-anslated 
hy R. C. Dallas, Esq. 



THE misfortunes of the great 
ficver cease to interest; whether it 
be that there is a natural pleasure 
which wc take in beholding our fel- 
bw creatures under affliction, when 
not allied to us by the ties of consan- 
guinity or feeling ; or that the sort 
of pleasure which arises from the 
contemplation of fallen grandeur, is 
of that tender yet consolatory cast 
that it seems to indemnify us for the 
evils of our own station in society. 
The mind is never wearied with read- 
Hig accounts of the sufferings of la- 
dy Jane Grey, of Mary Queen of 
ScotSf of Charles, or of Louis. They 
are inexhaustible themes of eloquence 
ibr the historian, of admonition for 
the moralist, of application for the 
poeL Their sufferings have been, 
in themselves, small, very small com- 
pared to those of private individuals ; 
hot it is comparison that aids our 
sympathy, and we do not sigh over 
the sorrows of the man, but of the 
prince. Philosophy would behold no- 
thing peculiarly acute in a human 
being reposing on a bed of flock, with 



will wherever pleasure called him, 
we are led to wonder how he bears 
the reverse, and pity him, not so 
much for what he suffers, as for what 
he has lost. To this feeling we must 
attribute the eagerness with which 
we hunt after such details ; and hence 
the melancholy pleasure which we 
have felt in reading the present work. 
There was no studied barbarity ; 
there was no species of despicat)le 
insult; no manner of humiliation 
which the French nation did not em- 
ploy towards the unfortunate Louis. 
The most abhorred tyrant that ever 
disgraced the annals of society could 
scarcely liave merited more than was 
shown towards one whose greatest 
failing was too . much lenity, and 
whose only crime, being born the 
king of a people destined to murder 
him. 

M. Hue was mentioned with ho- 
nour, and in a manner that will con- 
vey his name down to posterity, by 
his unfortunate monarch in his will. 
He was an eye witness of nearly all 



being reposing on a bed of flock, with that he describes; he acco^s^panied 
a tattered blanket thrown across for the king to the temple after the tenth 



warmth, in feeding on plain fare, 
and enjoying but a limited extent of 
walk.. But when we consider that 
be who endures this, once slept on 
beds of down, in vaulted chambers 
of golden ropfs ; that he rioted in 
tbe choicest gifts of nature, and his 
table was crowned with the produce 
of every clime ; that he ranged at 



of August ; he suffered imprisonment 
for his attachment ; he escaped nu- 
merous perils during the bloody pro- 
scriptions of the revolution ; he ac- 
companied Madame Royale to Vienna 
in 1796; and he has now given to 
the world, documents that will be 
of lasting importance to fulure histo# 
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This work would of itself be in- 
complete without the Journal ofOc* 
currrncesj 8cc. of Clery. Together, 
they form a full picture of all that 
relates to Louis from the fatal 6th of 
October, 1 789, to the 22d of January 
1793. M. Hue was removed from 
about the person of the king, after 
he had been vviih him a short while 
in the temple, and was succeeded by 
Clery, whose journal, therefore, of 
what he witnessed, commences pre- 
cisely where M. Hue's account, un- 
der the same circumstances, leaves 
off. Neither of these works, there- 
fore, can be complete without the 
other. And M. Hue himself has said, 
p. 403, *' from the 2d of September, 
the day I was first imprisoned, the 
narrative of the occurrences in the 
tower has been published by M. Cle- 
ry who succeeded me." 

It must be evident, that in this 
work of M. Hue's, a number of new 
facts are stated, and much light 
thrown upon old ones. As it would 
now be a waste of time to comment 
upon events tliat have so long passed*, 
We shall perform a more acceptable 
office to our readers, by selecting 
such information as will be new to 
them. We will, however, just ob- 
serve, that our author's love of the 
monarch he served, has sometimes 
led him into expressions respecting 
monarchy itself, which savours a lit- 
tle of despotism ; as at p. 2, where 
he says publick opinion was too much 
respected by Louis. M. Flue, also, 
is completely a Frenchman, We do 
not use the name insultingly ; but 
mean that his patriotick feelings ob- 
scure his judgment, and lead him to 
lament>»jpertain events produced by 
the revolution, which were, in fact, 
such as every wise and good man 
wished for, had they been unpolluted 
by such horrid excesses 

Louis wanted active magnanimity 
of character. He endured insults 
which a truly noble mind must have 
resented, though immediate annihi- 
lation had been the consequence. His 
enemies saw that, and acted accord- 



ingly. Many instances are related, in 
the course of this volume,of the king's 
acquiescence to personal degrada- 
tions, which do not tend to exalt our 
opinion of the elevation of his mind. 
We may admire his forbearance, and 
his patience, and his resignation ; but 
these are equivocal qualities ; while 
energy and intrepidity speak a lan- 
guage that no tongue can miscon- 
strue. 

We shall commence our extracts 
with M. Hue's account of the pi*©- 
ceedings on the 6th of October, 
1789. 

" How dreadful a night was the 6lh of 
October ! The closing hours of it spread 
its shades over the most horrible of sacri- 
lep^es ! Then began outrages of the black- 
est die ! At the breaking up of the noc- 
turnal sitting, which the assembly bad 
held, the conspirators repaired to the 
parish diurch of St. Louis. By 12 o'clock 
at night, the church, vestries, rooms, pas- 
sages, and all the offices, were thronged 
with national guards, and people with 
pikes. In the church, for pastime, they 
lighted the tapers, and walked in mock 
procession; and at times, orators went 
up into the pulpit, and made horrible 
motions. 

" At five o'clock, the vicar* was applied 
to, to know if a mass could be pex-fbrm- 
ed, and he offered to celebrate it himself, 
on condition of having a guard to protect 
him. This was granted. 

** While preparing for the celebration of 
the mass, the vicar was requested to pray 
for the success of the project meditated : 
but he replied that, being fearful of cri- 
minal designs, at least, in some present, 
lie could not, without impiety, comply 
with what was asked. * T wiU pray to 
God,' added this respectable man, * to 
vouchsafe to grant to all, the grace ne- 
cessary for them. This reply satisfied 
them, and the ra.nss was heard with toTc- 
rable decency. When it was over, the 
conspiratore shook hands, swore to be 
true to one another, and flew to carnage. 

** Scarcely did the d.nwn of day cast a 
dim light on the sacred residence of oiu* 
kings, when a legion of brigands, men 
and women, led by deputies in women's 

• This was M. .Jacob. He confirmed 
to me the particulars I here relate, and 
told me that the seditious, forR^tting for 
a moment their fui-y against the royal fami- 
ly, joined him in singing the Domine wal- 
vufi, aprayej.s^^(J^^:^^^^Ung. 
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clothesy broke into tiie palace, and in an 
instant crowded the terrace of the garden 
and the courts. Terrible howling^ an- 
nounced the banditti. They cried out : 

* The queen's head ! Down with the queen ! 
LoQis shall no lonj^r be king. We will 
not have him. We want the duke of Or- 
leans ; he will give us bread.' 

** Fishwomen, furies bellowed: * Wliere 
is this jade ? Let us carry her, alive or 
dead. We will look you in the face, 
Marie Antoinette. You have danced for 
your own pleasure — ^you are now going to 
dance for ours. Let us cut her throat ; 
let*8 cut off her head ; let us eat her heart.' 
One of these devils drawing a sickle from 
under her apron, there was a cry of: 

• That will do to despatch her ?* 

*' The h(HTible menaces and bowlings of 
these wild beasts were mixed with shouts 
of * Vive d' Orleans / Vive notre pere (fOr- 
learu f* Decency will not permit me to 
mention the obscenities that accompanied 
these infamous expressions. A price, then, 
bad been set upon the heads of the royal 
fiumly! Towards her apartment the as- 
sassins rushed. It is said, that a deputy 
dared to point with his finger to the door. 
The sentry, M. Durepaii-e, one of the 
body guarSs, defended it: but assailed 
by a multitude, and covered with wounds, 
he was soon stretched upon the floor. 
Miomandre de Ste. Marie took his post, 
made a bar to the entrance of tlie bed- 
chamber with his musket, and, opening 
one of the folding doors, called, in a loud 
Toice : * save the queen !' At these words, 
he received several blows which felled 
him to the ground. The moment lie was 
down, one of the wretches made the 
crowd stand back, and, coolly measuring 
his distance, struck the guard so violent 
a blow, with the but-end of the musket, 
that the lock stuck in his head.* Some of 
the queen's women,f whom their attach- 
ment had kept all night with their august 
mistress, haAnng hastily awaked her, her 
majesty hurried on a petticoat, threw a 
counterpane over her shoulders, and, by 
a passage of communication, escaped to 
the king's apartment. In the way, she 
heard these cries : * She must be hanged; 
her throat must be cut.* At the same in- 
stant, a gun and pistol were fired. The 
queen was hardly out of her chamber, 
when the door was forced in. The assas- 

• M. Miomandre de Ste. Marie lay sense- 
less, and weltering in his blood. The ban- 
ditti thought him doad, and lefl him, after 
robbing him. He afterwards recovered. 

t>Udamc Thibaud and Madame Oguier. 



sins, enraged kt their disappointment, vent- 
ed their fury in a thousand imprecations. 

" Trembling for his jwu's life, the king 
ran to his chamber, and cai'ried him away 
in his arms.* In his way the light went 
out. • Take hold of my nightgown,' said 
the king, calmly, to the woman who at- 
tended the dauphin. Having groped his 
way back to his apartment, he there found 
the queen, Madame Royale, Monsieur, 
Madame, Madame Elizabeth, and the 
Marquise de Tourzel. Thus united, the 
royal family waited vnih less terrour the 
fate which threatened them. 

** At the commencement of the attack, 
two young men of the body guards suf^ 
fered themselves to be assassinated, ra- 
ther than abandon their post.f Their 
bloody heads were carried about on pikes 
in triumph, and their bodies lefl on the 
parade to the fury of the populace. Se- 
veral of the cannibals were seen rubbing 
their hands and face with the blood of 
their victims. 

" The chopper-oflf of heads, a man with 
a long beard, of a savage aspect, his 
arms naked up to the elbow, his eyes 
sparkling, his h:mds and clothes smeared 
with gore, was seen brandishing his axe, 
the instrument of his cruelties. This 
monster, whose name was Nicholas Jour- 
dan, sei-vcd the Academy of Painting and 
Sculpture as a model. From his feats on 
this day, he was surnamed Coupe-tete.^ 

• The king, to get to the dauphin's 
apartments, and avoid being seen by the 
brigands, was obliged to go through a 
dai-k, subterraneous passage. 

t M. Deshuttes and M. Varicourt. 

i In some accounts, this Nicholas Jour- 
dan has been confounded with the author 
of the massacres at Avignon. They had 
no relation, but in b:urbarity and the mere 
name. In 1789, thousands of ruffians, 
coming from Marseilles and the coasts 
of Africa and Italy, spread themselves 
tliroughout tlie province. Sacrilege, rape, 
and murder, marked tlieir way. At Avig- 
non, headed by one Jourdan, they mas- 
sacred many of the inhabitants, sparing 
neither age nor sex ; broke open the pri- 
sons, killed the prisoners in cold blood ; 
crowded the victims marked out for their 
fury into the town ice-house ; put them to 
death by unheard-of tortures ; mutilated 
them, cut them in pieces, and scrambled 
for the flesh. Never did the world exhi- 
bit a more horrible scene. The river 
within Avit^non was coloured wiih htmian 
blood, and fail of dead bod Irs 
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Who can read the following: anec* 
dote, and not confess, with Burke> 
that the days of chivalry were gone ? 
The days of chivalry ; the days of 
common manhood were passed, and 
demons ruled triumphant. ' 

'* At night, the king- and the royal fa- 
mily were taken back to their lodging 
under a strong guard. They always met 
with new insiUts. One night, as they were 
g^ing through the garden of the convent, 
a young man, well dressed, went up to 
the queen, and, doubling his fist at her, 
said: * Infamous Antoinette, you wanted 
to bathe the Austrians in otir blood : your 
head shall pay for it* The queen treat- 
ed this atrocious speech with silent con- 
tempt*'^ 

I^uis was of opinion that the pre- 
disposing causes of the revolution 
were to be found in the writings of 
the French philosophers, as they 
were called. He one day said to 
M. Hue, in a low voice, pointing to 
the works of Rousseau and Vol- 
taire : " Those two men have ruined 
France.** 

The dangers of M. Hue himself 
were not small, as the following nar- 
rative will testify, after being dragged 
away from the service of the king and 
sent to prison. 

" In entering my dungeon, I saw, by 
the light of the turnkey's lanthom, a sor- 
ry bed. I groped my way to it. Oppressed 
vith fatigue, and at length overcome by 
sleep, I had become for a moment insen- 
sible of my dangerous position, when I 
was suddenly awakened by a confused 
noise. I listened, and distinctly heard 
these words : • * Wife, the assassins have 
done in the other prisons, and are coming 
to those of the commune. Quick, throw 
me our best things : come down, and let 
us fly.' At these words I started from 
my bed, fell on my knees, and raising my 
hands to heaven, waited in that posture 
the blow that was to put an end to my 
life. In about an hour I heard myself 
called. I made no reply. I wns called 
again. I listened. * Come to your win- 
dow,' said somebody, in a low voice. I 
advanced. * Do not be afraid,* added the 
voice, * several people here are taking 
care of your life. After my enlargement, 
I made fruitless inquiries to discover this 
gencroQs protector. Compassionate man ! 

• It was the warden, whose name was 
Viel, speaking to his wife. 



whoever you are, wherever you reside, 
receive the tribute of a gratitude which, 
while I live, will know no ^nd ! 

" Six-and-thirty hours passed without 
any person coming into my cell, witliout 
ibod, or the hope of any. 1 knew that the 
warden and his wife had fled. I imagined 
that the turnkey had done the same. On 
this reflection, the remainder of my forti- 
tude forsook me. A cold sweat, a shiver- 
ing all over, and the pangs of death came 
upon me : I fell into a swoon. When I 
came to myself, I was ready to call tlie 
assassins, w^hom, by the light of the lamps, 
1 saw passing and repassing in the court 
I was g^ing to beg them to put an end to 
my protracted agonies, when a faint light 
coming through the boards above me 
struck mv eyes. By means of a wretched 
table and two stools, which I piled one 
upon the other, I raised myself high 
enough to reach the top of the cell, ancl I 
rapped several times at the spot through 
which the light came. A trap door open- 
e<l, and some person in a mild voice said ; 

• What do you want V I replied in the ap» 
cents of despair, " Bread or death.' It 
was the warden's \^fe* who spoke to me. 

• Recover yourself,' said she, ' I will take 
care of you.' She immediately brought 
me bread, a bit of meat, and some water. 
While I remained confined in this place, 
this compassionate woman had the good- 
ness to supply me witli nourishment. She 
furnished me with a wickered bottle, 
which, whenever 1 wanted water, I pre- 
sented at the trap door, and she filled it 
By this means the door of my cell was sel- 
dom opened, and I remained the better 
concealed. 

"Nevertheless, men whose arms and 
clothes were smeared with blood, came 
up at times to the window of my cell, 
looking to see if any victim were lodged 
there. But the darkness ot the place, in- 
creased by the interposition of their bo- 
dies, prevented their observing me. ' Is 
there any one here to be worked ?'f said 
they, in their horrible jargon. As soon as 
they were gone, I peeped out to see what 
was passing in the court. The first thing 
I saw was the assassins profaning witfi 
their filth the statue of Louis XI Y. which 
lay overturned upon tlie ground, and play- 
ing with the bloody remains of their vic- 
tims. They were relating to one another 
tlie details of their murders, showi :.g the 

• Madame Vicl, whose goodness I can 
never acknowledge too much. 

t To vHfrk^ in the revohitionary Ian- 
guage of that time, was synonymous to 
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mtokty they had earned,* and compltinlng 
of not having received what had been pro- 
ouied them." 

There is no part of the present vo- 
lume more interesting than the con* 
Tersations between M. Hue and the 
great and good Malesherbes, whose 
loyalty made him a volunteer in de- 
fence of his king, and whose magna- 
nimity enabled to effect his wishes* 
Though he perished on the scaffold 
hr his generous conduct, yet he has 
left a name behind him dear to pos- 
terity. M. Hue was confined in the 
ame prison [Port Royal] with this 
venerable man, and they solaced their 
confinement by discoursing upon the 
ftulferifigs and virtues of Louis. M. 
Hue has preserved the conversations 
of Malcsherbes, with the apparent 
^curacy of a Boswell ; and we wish 
we had room to extract them alU We 
tksdi select, however, some of them. 

"My friend/ said he t# me one day, 
* Ton, I hope, will long survive the death 
which awaits me. Store up then in your 
memory, what you deserve to hear. To 
the points of view in which you have be- 
hdd the most virtuous, the most undaunt- 
ed of men, add those which I shall de- 
•cribe to you.' Some days after, M. dc 
MjJesherbes, yielding to my entreaties, 
had the goodness to g^ve me a manuscript 
containing in substance the different con- 
versations I am going to report. 

^1 saw Louis mount the throne,* said 
M. de Malesherbes to me, * and though at 
an age when the passions are strongest, 
and the illusions of the imagination most 
powerful, he carried with him pure morals, 
a contempt of pomp, a wise bias to tolera- 
tion, and an inexhaustible desire of doing 
good. His respect for religrion was equal 
to the fb-mness of his belief. More than 
once expressing to me, how much he 
wished me to be of his reli^ous opinions, 
he said: ' Withoitt religion, my dear 
Malesherbes, there is no true happiness 
for men, either in society, or as individuals. 
Keligion is the strongest bond between 
man and man. it prevents the abuse of 
power and strength, protects the weak, 
consoles the unhappy, and ensures, in the 

• Those municipals of the commune of 
Paris, who more particularly exercised 
the power, had agreed with the men who 
massacred in the prisons, to pay them a 
stated §vm in money. 



social system, reciprocal duties. Believe 
me, It is impossible to govern the people 
by the principles of philosophy.* This 
conviction was the firm basis of the vir- 
tues of Louis XVI. It made him a king 
just, clement, humane, and beneficent : it 
rendered him a faithful husband, a tender 
father, an aifectionate brotlier, a good 
master; in a word, a paragon of moral, 
and domestick virtues. 

" At my introduction into the ministrj', 
wishing to ascertain the motives of the 
lettret d^ cachet^ previously issued, I con- 
ceived the plan of visitinff the state pri- 
sons. I wanted the king himself to visit 
some of them, and tliat he should become 
acquainted with their situation and inter- 
nal government: and I was particularly 
desirous that such prisoners as had been 
too lightly or too long confined, should 
receive the news of their liberty, from the 
mouth of the monarch himself. The king 
was highly delighted witli the object of 
my plan, ordered me to put it in execu- 
tion, and to employ in it tlie intendants of 
the provinces. • But as for me,* added 
he, • 1 will not visit any prison. Let us do 
good, M. de Malesherbes ; but let us do 
it without ostentation.' 

" Thus did the king throw over his vir« 
tues a veil which he even extended to hit 
understanding. This was wronr. A king 
should display both. One day, being with 
his majesty on business, I was surprised 
at the extent of the knowledge he disco, 
vered. The king perceived it * I was 
sensible,' said he to me, ' at the finishing 
of my education, that I was far from ha- 
ving completed it ; and I resolved to ac- 
quire the instruction I wanted. I wished 
to know the English, Italian, and Sp:mish 
languages. I learned tliem by myself. I 
made a sufficient progress in the Latin to 
translate the most difficult authors. Then, 
diving into history, I went back to the 
eai'liest ages of the world, and, descend- 
ing from century to century to our own 
times, I applied myself more particularly 
to the history of France. I undertook at 
a task to clear up its obscurities. I stu- 
died the laws and customs of the king« 
dom ; I compared the measures of the dif- 
ferent reigns ; I investigated the causes 
of their prosperity and of their disasters. 
With this regular study, I united the pe- 
rusal of aU works of merit that appeared: 
particularly those on government and 
politicks ; on which I made my own re- 
maiks.' 

" This avowal of the king's,* continued 
M. de Malesherbes, * gave me a high opi- 
nion of the steadiness of his disposition, 
imd of bis capacity. While I was in the 
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miniltry I daily had occasion to observe, 
that the timidity habitual to tliis prince 
was owing" to too great a share ot' difli* 
dence, which kept him constantly on 
l^ard ag-ainst presumption, and made him 
think that, in business, his ministers pos- 
sessed discernment superiour to liis own. 
It was this that made him so easily give 
up his opinion to tliat of his council. He 
was also apprehensive that he did not ex- 
press his thoughts clearly. He said to 
me one day : * I would rather leave my 
silence to be interpreted tlian my words.' 
*• To tlie same stock of diffidence, is to 
be attributed tlie undecisive character 
which you have perhaps sometimes he:u*d 
mentioned as a reproach to him. I was a 
daily witness of it in the council, and saw 
that it arose fi-om his balancing what part 
was best to be taken, and from the many 
difficulties that occurred. He often said : 

• What a responsibility ! every step I take 
affects the fate of fivoand-twenty millions 
of men.* If, in the coui-se of the revolu- 
tion, it has sometimes happened that he 
decided wrongly, it was upon grounds, as 
he has said to me, which would have ren- 
dered his decision right, had it not been 
fop acts of treachery, against which tlie 
most consummate prudence could be of 
no avail. 

** The king was particularly pleased at 
the contempt I had foi* those outward 
forms which the world call graces, but 
which are too often tlie masks of deceit. 

* M. de Malesherbes,' said he to me, ' you 
and I are ridiculed hei*e for adhering to 
the manners of old times; but are not they 
better than the present fine airs ? There 
are often vile things under their varnish.' 
The king was not ignorant of the jokes 
which the j-outh at the court took the li- 
berty of casting on his manners ; but he 
despised their opinion. 

** While I was in the ministr}-, I never 
knew him order or approve any superflu- 
ous expense. He used to say to his minis- 
ters : * Let us be frugal dispensers of tlie 
publick treasure. It is the product of the 
sweat, and sometimes of tlie tears, of the 
people.' Unfortunately, all his ministers 
were not of that opinion. 

" The fii-st time that, as his counsel, I 
was admitted into tlie tower ©f the tem- 
ple, the king no sooner saw me, than he 
came up to me, and, without giving me 
time to finish my bow, took me into his 
arms : ' Ah ! is it you, my friend V said 
he, with the tears in his eyes : * You see to 
what the excess of my love for the people, 
and that self-renunciation which induced 
me to consent to the i*en\oval of the troops 
intended for the detVncf* of my -power and 



person ag^ainst the enterprises of a factious 

assembly, have brought me to. You are 
come to assist me with your advice. You 
are not afraid of exposing your life to save 
mine ; but it wiU be all in vain !' — * No, 
sire,' replied I ; * I do not expose my life ; 
and I even hope that your majesty's is in 
no danger : your cause is so iust, and the 
means of your defence so clear !* — * No ; 
they will put me to death. But no matter ; 
it will be guining my cause to leave a spot- 
less name. Let us occupy ourselves on 
my means of defence.' The king after- 
wards spoke to me about M. Tronchet 
and M. de S^ze, my coadjutors. The 
former, having been a member and presi- 
dent of the constituent assembly, -was 
known to him. He asked me fgr some 
account of M. de Seze, whom he knew 
only as a celebrated lawyer. 

" When the king was taken before the 
assembly, called tlie National Convention, 
to be examined, he was made to wait 
three and-twenty minutes in a hall leading* 
to the bar of the assembly. His majesty- 
walked backwards and forwards: M. 
Tronchet and M. de Seze, as well as my- 
self, kept at a little distance from the 
king. As he spoke to me at times, in my 
answers I made use of the words. Sire, 
Tour JMajesty. — Trcilhard, one of the de- 
puties, came suddenly in, and, enraged on 
hearing" the expressions I used in speak- 
ing to the king, put himself between his 
maiesty and me : * And what makes you 
so hardy,' said he to me * as to utter, in 
this place, words proscribed by the con- 
vention ?' — * Contempt for vou,' I replied, 

* and a contempt of death. 

" I, at first, thought that the national 
convention, not daring- to pronounce a 
sentence of death upon the king, would 
banish him. On that supposition, I asked 
him what country he would prefer for his 
residence. * Switzerland,* rephed he : 

* what history reports of the lot of fugi- 
tive kings '— * But, sire,' said 1, * if 

the French people, coming to themselves, 
should recall you, would your majesty re- 
turn ?' — * Not to please myself; but as a 
duty, I would. In tliat case, however, I 
should stipulate for two conditions on my 
return : the one, that the Apostolick and 
Roman Catholick religion should contuiue 
to be the religion of tlie state, not exclude 
ing, however, other modes of worship; 
the other, that if a national bankruptcy 
were inevitable, it should be declared by 
the usurping power; for that power ha- 
ving made it necessary, should bear the 
shame of it.' 

" One day, the conversation turning 
upon tlie different parties in the conven- 
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4<iXi : * Most of the deputies,' said the 
king", • might have been easily purchased.' 
— • What, sire, could have been your rea* 
son for not doing it ? ^Vere the means 
wanting ? — * No ; 1 had the means ; the 
money was lent me ; but it must, one day, 
have been repaid from the publiok stock. 
I could not prevail upon myself to use it 
for corruption. The funds of the civil list, 
being the substitute fbr the funds from 
my own domains, left me, perhaps, more 
at liberty ; but tlie irregularity of the pay- 
ments, and my necessary expenses, would 
Bot allow of it.' 

" Another day, the king mentioned to 
me the total want of money in which he 
had been kept since his imprisonment 
• Your two colleagues,* said he, * have de- 
voted themselves entirely to my defence. 
They give me all their time and attention, 
and, in the situation in which I am, I have 
not the means to remunerate them. I 
thought of leaving them a legacy; but 
would it be paid ?*— * It is paid, sii*e . . . . ! 
By choosing them for your defenders, you 
have immortalized their names.' 

** Finding, in this conversation, that the 
king was very much affected at not having 
it in his power to bestow the slightest 
bounty on any i>erson whatever, I went to 
the temple, the next day, with a purse full 
of gold. * Sire,* said I, presenting it to 
him, ' permit a. family, whose riches are 
partly owing to the bounty of yourself and 
of your ancestors, to lay this offering at 
your feet,' The king, at first, refused it ; 
but jielded to my entreaties. I have since 
learned that, auer his death, the purse 
was found unopened among his effects. 
He had taken the precaution to affix to it 
a label, on which was written, in his own 
hand, * Money to be returned to M. de 
Malesherbes.' A notice that was not at- 
tended to. 

" One day, when I went to the temple, 
after having passed, witli scarce any in- 
termission, six-and-thirty hours in several 
committees of the convention, the king 
reproved me. * My friend,' said he, * why 
exhaust yourself thus I Even were this 
labour sure to gain my cause, I would for- 
bid it, though you would not obey me. 
But when I am convinced that it is una- 
v^uling, I beg you to be more prudent 
The sacrifice of my life is doomed ; pre- 
serve yours for a family that love you.* 

*• The king was so persuaded that he 
was to die, that on the very first day I 
was admitted to him, he took me aside, 
ad said : * My sister has given me the 
name and place of abode of a non-jiu'ing 
priest, whom I wish to assist me in my 
iflit moments. Go and see him for mt, 
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and persuade him to give roe his assist* 
ance. This is a strange commission for a 
philosopher : but were you in mv situa- 
tion, how should I wish you to think like 
me ! I repeat it to you, my friend, that 
religion comforts in a very djfierent man- 
ner from philosophy.*— • Sire,' replied I, 
' this commission is not so pressing.'— 
• For me, notliing is more pressing,* said 
he. Some days after the king showed 
me his will and a codicil, both written by 
his own hand. His majesty allowed me 
to take a copy, on which there are some 
corrections in his own writing. I took 
tliese papers away with me, and sent 
them out of France, and I have heard of 
their safe arrival. 

"From the first of my going to th« 
temple, the king had expressed a wish to 
read some journals. I took the earliest 
opportunity to gratify bis desire. I often 
witnessed the coolness with which he 
read the motions that were made against 
him in the ti'ibune. However, among the 
many epithets bestowed upon him, that of 
ttfrant always hurt him. * I a tyrant !' 
said he. • The whole concern of a t}T»nt 
is for himself Has not my concern been 
always for my people ? Do they or I hate 
tyranny most ? They call me tyrant ; yet 
know as well as you what 1 am.* I like* 
wise carried him a copy of the ballad 
composed at that time and sung in every 
part of Paris. It was called : Louis XVL 
to the French ; and was a parody of the 
passage in Jeremiali, beginning, Popule 
mens / gnid feci tibi , . , .? O my people / 
•what have I <JUme to you . » . .? In tlie peru- 
sal of it, tlie king experienced some mou 
ments of consolation. 

" One moniing, as I was waiting in the 
council-room till I could be admitted intof 
the tower, I looked over some periodical 
papers ; on which a municipal, addressing 
himself to me, said : * How can you, a 
friend of Louis, think of showing him pa- 
pers in which he is always so ill treated \* 
— * Louis XVL' I replied, * is not a man 
like many others.' This municipal had 
been a gentleman. 

" The king saw, with a mixture of sur« 
prise and pain, persons of noble descent 
meanly serving the enemies of the tlirono 
and of the nobility. • That men,' said lip 
to me, * who are born in an obscure con- 
dition, that even they who were nobly de • 
scended, but who had never had an oppor^ 
tunity of knowing me, should have trusted 
and blindly followed the enemies of my 
authority, does not astonish me. But that 
men placed about my person, aud loaded 
with my favours, should have increased 
th^ numbef of jpy persiCcutor9# is what I 
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cannot comprehend. God is my witness, 
that I cherish no hatred towaixis tliem, 
and even, tliat if it were in my power to 
do them any good, I still would.' 

" I have not yet spoken to you,' said 
M. de Maleslierbes, * upo« a cruel sub- 
ject, which went to the king's heart ; the 
injustice of tlie French towai-ds tlie queen.* 
' Did they know her value,' has he often 
repeated to me, * did they know to what 
perfection she has exalted herself since 
our misfortunes, they would revere, they 
would cherish her j but, even before the 
period of our adversity, her enemies and 
mine had the art, by sowing calumnies 
among the people, to change to hati*ed 
that love of which she was so long the 
object.' Then entering into a detail of 
the things that were imputed to her, he 
defended the qaeien. 

" You saw her,' sftid he to me, ' arrive 
at court. She was little more than a child. 
!^Iy mother and grandmother were both 
dead. She had, indeed, my aunts ; but 
tlieir rights over her were not of the same 
nature. Placed amidst a brilliant court, 
and having before her eyes a woman 
mamtained tliere by intrigue, the queen, 
then dauphincss, was the daily witness of 
her pomp and prodigality. What must 
not slie, who united in her own person so 
many advantages, have conceived of her 
own power and rights !' 

" To have associated with the ftivour- 
ite, would have been unworthy of the dau- 
phiness. Compelled to enter into a kind 
of retirement, she adopted a mode of life 
exempt from ceremouy and constraint, 
and continued in tlie habit of it after she 
came to the throne. Those manners, new 
•At court, were too suitable to my own 
taste to be opposed by me. I waa not, at 
tliat time, aware how dangerous it is for 
sovereigns to allow themselves to be seen 
too nearly. Familiarity banishes the re- 
si)ect which is necessary to those who 
govern. At first, the publick applauded 
tlie dropping of the old customs, and af- 
ter\^ards made it a crime. 

" It was natund for the queen to wish 
to have friends. She distinguished th^ 
princess dc Lamballc most. Her conduct, 
during our misfortunes, has fully justified 
tliat choice. The countess Jules dc Po- 
lignac pleased her; she made her also 
her friend. At the request of the queen, 
I bestowed upon the countess, since 
dutchess of Polignac, and her family, fa- 
vours that excited envy. The queen and 
her friend became the objects of tlie most 
uv\just ctaisure. 

** There was nothing,' added tlie king, 
* not even her ailbctiott for the einpci*our 



Joseph II. Ijer brother, that calumny did 
not attack. At first, it was whispered, 
then printed in several journals, and, at 
last, confidently asserted in the tribune 
of the national assembly, that the queen 
had sent to Vienna, and given to the em- 
pcrour innumerable millions. An atro- 
cious assertion, which tlie abb^ Maury 
clearly refuted. 

" The factious,' continued the king» 
* are thus inveterate in decrying and 
blackening the queen, only to prepare 
the people to see her perish. Her death 
is determined. They fear that, if she lives^ 
she will ^indicate me. Unfortunate prin- 
cess ! My marriage promised her a throne- 
Now, what a prospect does it offer her I* 
Saying these wordis, the kuig pressed my 
hand, and shed tears. 

" The day before this, the king asked 
me, if I had met the -white woman in the 
temple. * No, sire,' answered I. * What,' 
replied he, smiling, * do not you know 
that, according to vulgar tradition, when 
any prince of my house is g^ing to die, a 
woman, dressed in white, wanders about 
the palace ?' 

" When, in spite of the exertions of 
my colleagues and myself, the fsital sen^ 
tence was pronounced, they entreated me 
to take upon me tlie mournful commission 
of breaking it to the king. I see him still. 
His back was turned to the door: his el- 
bows rested on a table : and his face was 
covered with his hand. At the noise I 
made in entering, his majesty rose. • For 
two hours,' said he, looking stedfastly at 
me, * I liave been endeavouring to recol- 
lect if, in the course of my reign, I have 
willingly given my subjects any just cause 
of complaint against me : and I protest td 
you, from the bottom of my heart, that 
I do not deserve any reproach from the 
Frenclu 1 never had a wish but for their 
happiness.' 

** I then disclosed to the king the sen- 
tence passed by the convention ; and, re- 
pressing the grief with which 1 was pene- 
ti^ated — * One hope,' said I to him, • yet 
remains— An appeal to tlie nation.' A mo- 
tion of his head expressed to me, that h0 
expected nothing fi-om tliat. His resigns^ 
tion and his courage made a vcrj^" strong 
impression upon me. The king perceiv- 
ed it. * The queen and my sister,* said 
he to me, * will not show less fortitude 
and resignation than I do. Death is pre- 
ferable to tlieir lot.' 

" In spite of the king's opinion,' conti- 
nued M. de Malesherbes, * I had still 
some hope in an appeal to the nation ; but 
his majesty knew his implacable enemies 
better than I did. I depended, Hkewisie, 
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f(M»i some favourable commotion. In re- 
turning' with my colleagues from the aa- 
scmbly, where we had been to give notice 
of the king's appeal, several persons, with 
•whom I was acquainted, surrounded me 
in the lobby of the hallj and assured me, 
that some faithful subjects would rescue 
the king from his executioners, or perish 
^tnth him. * Do you know them V said he. 

* No, sire ; but I may meet them again.* 

• Do endeavour to find them out ; and tell 
them, that I thank them for the zeal they 
show for me, but that they must repress 
it. Any 'attempt would expose their lives, 
^irit!M>ut saving mine. When the use of 
force might have preserved my throne 
«nd liie, I refused to resort to it; and 
tkall Inov cause French blood to be ahedP* 

" After this painful interview, I had the 
honour of one more conversation with the 
king, fn taking leave of him, I could not 
restrain my tears. ' Tender hearted old 
laan/ said his majesty, pressing my 



hand, * do not weep. We shall meet in 
a better world. I grieve to part with such 
a friend as you. Adieu ! When you leave 
my room, restrain your feelings — You must. 
Consider that you will be observed.—^ 
Adieu ! Adieu !* 

" I left the temple with a broken heart. 
An Englishman of my acquaintance, meet- 
ing me the day before the sentence was 
passed by tlie convention, said to me : 
* Good citizens have yet some hope, as 
the most imfortunatc of kings has a de- 
fender in the most virtuous of men.' — * If 
Louis XVI. falls,* I replied, * the defender 
of the most virtuous of kings will be the 
most unhappy of men.' My reply has been 
realized." 

The translation is not well execu- 
ted. There are many errours of 
grammar and inelegancies, such as 
jmteMt^ p- 25, and " had broke up*' 
for broken, p. 62. 
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Memoirs of Maria Antoinetta, Archdutchess of Austria, Queen of France and Navarre ; 
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16th of October 1793, the Day of her Majesty's Martyrdom ; with a Narrative of the 
Trial and Martyrdom of Madame Elizabeth ; the Poisoning of Louis XVII. in the 
Temple; the Liberation of Madame Royale, Daughter of Louis XVI.uind varioiu 
subsequent Events. By Joseph Weber, Foster Brother of the imfortunate Queen, 
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sioner of his. Royal Highness the Duke Albert of Saxe-Teschen. Translated from 
the French, by R. C. Dallas, Esq. Vol. I. 8vo. pp. 472, sewed. 

VERY different accounts have enthusiast seems to acknowledge 



been given of the conduct and cha- 
Tacter of the exalted but unfortunate 
subject of the present work. Some 
liave charged her with gross and open 
profligacy ; others have been con- 
tented to impute to her those irregu- 
larities only which were but too com- 
mon among the higher ranks in 
France ; whUe a few have contended for 
the correctness of her private-deport- 
fnent. In this class stands the writer 
now before us; who, it cannot* be 
disputed, had means of information 
not inferiour to those of any of hes 
panegyrists, or of her accusers. A 
great part of his life was spent near 
her person ; he appears to have been 
honoured in a considerable degree 
with her regard, and to have mixed 
in her private societies ; and though 
he wrk€9 under a strong biaS| and hi« 



no bounds, his relations have a sim- 
plicity and a consistency which speak 
strongly in favour of their authentic 
city. In his pages, the actions of the 
ill fated princess prove her to have 
been compassionate, placable, benefit- 
cent, and generous ; an affectionate 
wife, a tender parent, and a gentle 
mistress. The attachment shown to 
the queen in adverse fortune, by those 
who had shared her protection in her 
prosperous days, is urged by the au- 
thor as a proof of the fidelity of the 
picture which he has drawn of her ; 
and in support also of this i^epresen- 
tation, he addresses to his readers 
the following interrogatory : 

" She was," he tells us, " the bosom 
friend of that princess so virtuous, mild, 
and pure, who seemed to be an angel. 
Stationed by Heaven amidst the royal fa- 
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mity^to console^ thetn in tlie hours of af- 
fliction ; the bosom friend of madarae Eli- 
zabeth, in whose face were united the 
queen's beauty with the benignant fea- 
tures of her aujfust brother. That prin- 
cess, of unblemished morals and exem- 
plary piety, that celestial mind was at- 
tached with the tenderest affection to 
Maria Antoinetta. Will it ever in 
future be believed, that this adorable wo- 
man could have vowed and preserved the 
unalterable attachment she manifested for 
the queen, had thtre been tlie slightest 
foundation for tlie least of the charges 
that have been advanced or insinuated by 
her enemies against her conduct? The 
constant friendship of madame Elizabeth 
would be an answer to every calumny, a 
refutation of every libel, were it necessary 
to answer or refute them.*' 

The author's account of the origin 
and progress of the revolution" is 
given in a neat ^nd luminous manner; 
but we discover in it no new facts. 
We shall therefore pass it over, and 
confine our attention to a few of the 
incidents which are stated as occur- 
ring in the prosperous days of the 
queen, and which preserve some of 
}ier characterislick traits. 

In the subsequent extract we are 
informed of the interest which her 
departure excited in her native city, 
and of the enthusiastick welcome with 
which she was received in lier adopt- 
ed country ; 

" The archdutehess lefl Vienna. The 
people all flew to the way she was to 
take ; and at first their grief was dumb. 
She appeared ; and was seen, her cheeks 
bathed in tears, lying back in her coach, 
covering her eyes sometimes with her 
handkerchief and sometimes with her 
hands ; now and then putting her head 
out of the carriage, to take another look 
fit the pahvce of her ancestors, which she 
was never more to enter; and making 
signs of regret and acknowledgment to 
the truly worthy people, who were press- 
ing in crowds to bid her adieu. They 
now no longer ai^swered with silent tears ; 
the most piercing cries arose from every 
quarter. Men and women expressed 
their gi'ief alike. The avenues as well as 
the streets of Vienna resounded with their 
cries ; nor did they return home till the 
last horseman in her suite was out of 
tight, 2vnd then but to bewail with their 
families the common loss. The melan- 
choly impression lasted for a long time ; 
mi\A iong did tlie papital of Aust^a wear 



the appcartnee of a general moomlng, in- 
stead of the hilarity of a marriage. AUi 1 al- 
ready was the day marked in futurity when 
that mourning was to be a dreadful one ! 

" Every tribute of respect, all the charms 
of hope, all the intoidcation of puWick 
love, attended the entrance of the daugh- 
ter of Maria Theresa, the young and 
beautiful dauphiness of France, on the 
French territory. On her way, she every 
where captivated all hearts. Nature, as 
was said by madame Polignac, had form- 
ed Maria Antoinetta for a throne. 
A majestick stature, a noble beatity, and 
a manner of holding her head difficult to 
describe, inspired respect Her features, 
without being regular, possessed, what 
was far superiour, infinite grace. The 
clearness of her complexion set them off, 
and gave a dazzling lustre to her counte- 
nance. The most engaging manners still 
heightened all these charms ; and, in the 
bloom of youth, the elegance and viva- 
city of her motions, with the frank and 
lively expression of a good heart and na-» 
tive wit, were particularly calculated to 
delight the French of those days.* She 
charmed her husband, she charmed the 
king and all his family, the court and the 
town, the high and the low, each sex, all 
ranks, and all ages." 

The ensuing anecdote indicates 
elevation of mind, as well as a for- 
giving temper ; 

'* The marquis of Pont^oukmt, major 
of the life-gfuards, had been so unfortunate 
in the lifetime of Louis XV. as to incur 
the displeasure of the dauphiness. The 
cause was not a very serious one ; but the 
princess, resenting it with the hasty viva- 
city of youth, declared the would never 
forget it. The marquis, who had not him- 
self forgotten this declaration, no soon^* 
beheld Maria aVntoixetta seated on 
the throne, than he conceived himself 
likely to meet with some disgrace, and 
resolved to prevent it ; for which purpose, 
(le directly gave in his resignation to the 
prince of Beauveau, captain of the guards, 
at the «aroe time frankly giving him his 
reasons for so paii^ul a procedure on 'his 
part, adding, that he wmdd gi-eatly regret 
being under the necessity of quitting the 
king's service ; but if his majesty would 
be pleased to employ him in some otiier 
way, he should be very happy. The cap- 
tain of the guards perceiving the distress 
of the major's mind, and well acquainted 
with his merits, took upon himself to pre- 
sent his resignation to the king ; but, pre- 
viously waitmg upon the queen, he refM^e- 
sented to her the affliction with which the 
inarquifi of Pont^coulaot waft overwhehn- 
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tdf recounted the usefUlneM and nmnber 
of his former services, and then concluded 
hy asking' what orders she woold be pleas- 
ed to give, with respect to what was to be 
done with the resignation. The sight alone 
of the prince of Beauveau was sufficient to 
exotc generosity in the heart of another, 
and that of Maria Antoinktta already 
fostered the principle in its fullest influ- 
ence. * The queen,' said she, * remem- 
bers not the quarrels of the dauphiness, 
and I now request that the marquis of 
Pontftcoulant will no longer recollect what 
I have blotted from my memory." 

Another incident shows with what 
fiiTour she was regarded at that time 
hj the fickle Parisians : 

** The queen came to Paris to see the 
play of Ipnigenia in Aulus. The empe- 
rour sate next to her at tlie theatre, and 
the royal family filled up the box. The 
audience received them with the liveliest 
testimonies of joy ; but all this was trifling 
when compared to the transport which was 
excited by an incident in the piece. At 
that part in which the young and beaute- 
ous Iphigenia passes in triumph through 
the midst of the Grecian camp, a chorus 
of Thessalians exclaims. 

Que d'attraits ! Que de majesty ! 

Que de grdces ! Que dc beaut^ * 

Chantons, c^l^brons noire reine. 

Behold her beauteous and majestick form ! 

What CTace divine our youthful queen 

displays I 
Loud aweU the strain to celebrate her 

praise. 
Scareely were these words uttered when 
. the alknion struck the minds of all. Not 
only wete the eyes of the whole theatre 
turned towards the young and beautiful 
Makia Antoinetta; not only was eve- 
ry applauding hand directed towards the 
piace she occupied, but even the chorus 
was encored, a thing unheard of in this 
drama. The actor, who performed the 
part of Achilles, overjoyed at seeing him- 
self all at once made the organ of the sen- 
timents of the French people, pointed di- 
rectly to the queen's box, repeating to his 
Thess^ian foUowers, 

Chantez, celebrez hotre reine. 
The people in every part of the theatre 
stood up, and joined their voices with 
those of the actors. The queen, who was 
standing*, leaned upon her brother, en- 
tirely overcome by her sensibility, and the 
iprateful pleasure that filled her breast. 
She endeavoured to withdraw herself from 
the homage so ea^ly pressed upon her ; 
and, although amid the confused sensa- 
tions that rashed in upon her at once, she 
wa» iaoapabk cf saving expression to her 



feehngsi she neverthelesa succeeded most 
effectually in manifesting them toal],fornot 
a gesture escaped her, not a tear fell fi*om 
her eye, that did not contribute to aug- 
ment the enthusiaatick ardour with which 
her every motion was attended to. Her 
brotlier, and the princes of the royal fa- 
mily, bowed by turns to the audience, ac 
knowledging the justice of their allusion ; 
wid then, turning' to the que^n, congratu- 
lated her upon the splendid triumph she 
enjoyed, professing themselves delighted 
at tlie idea of adding to it by their pre- 
sence. Along the passages, upon the 
stairs, and to the very door of the theatre, 
was this chorus repeated ; ever}' place 
rang with those favourite words, 

Chantons, c^l^brons notre reine. 
What a moment must this have been for 
Maria Antoinetta ! How deep must 
she have drunk of the cup of joy !'* 

A domestick scene next presents 
itself: 

" Three hours after the birth of the 
da\iphin, three hundred couriers set oflT 
from Versailles, to bear the news to 
every part of the kingdom, and to all fo- 
reign courts. The capital was very soon 
informed of it. Scarcely was the cry of a 
dauphin, a dauphin, heard in the palace, 
ere it echoed through Versailles, made 
its way along the publick roads, and re- 
sounded in every comer of Paris. 

** The shops were instantly shut ; every 
one rushed to the places of worship to 
offer up thanksgivings to Heaven ; dances 
were formed in the open streets; alms 
were delivered to the poor ; and prison- 
ers were set at liberty. The king, trans- 
ported with joy, gave the most ingenuous 
. proofs of it to the court and all his peo- 
ple. Like Henry IV. he appeared at tire 
windows with the child in his arms, show- 
ing him to the crowd that flocked in re- 
peated multitudes to shower their bless - 
mgs upon it and the father. He received 
the deputations of sovereigh courts, of 
municipalities, and of all the trading com- 
panies.* High and low, rich and poor, 

♦ " The king was very fond of mecha- 
nicks, and his usual work of recreation 
was making of locks. The company of 
locksmiths^ belonging to Versailles, came 
upon this happy occasion to pay their du- 
tiful congratulations, presenting him at 
the same time with a production of their 
trade, which they denominated a master- 
piece. It was a secret lock. The king de- 
sired that he might be left to find out the 
secret himself. This he did ; but at the 
instant that he touched the spring, there 
darted^ irom the centre of the lock, a 
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were tH. alike permitted to draw near to 
liim with their felicitations; his happi- 
ness was the happiness of all, and the joy 
which he witnessed in othci-s increased 
his own. 

" The queen, in the mean while, had not 
lost sight of what mi^ht be termed her fa- 
voorite deed of piety. She had already sent 
to give freedom to a hundred women, 
who were confined hi consequence of not 
being able to defray the expense of nurs- 
ing their children. She yet, however, 
knew only that she was a mother, but was 
ignorant whether of a prince or princess. 
The king, with his wonted tender solici- 
tude, had i*eqnested her to consent to re- 
main ignorant of her infant's sex till the 
second day, fearful that joy or disappoint- 
ment might have an equally bad effect 
upon her constitution ; but, on the other 
hand, the continuance of her anxiety 
might also be dangerous. At length, 
after having himself struggled for several 
hours with tlie seci-et, he found that he 
could no longer withstand the entreaties 
of the beloved of his soul. Seated on the 
bed near the queen, he listened while she 
declared to him with the most enchanting 
complacency of manner, that if indeed her 
wish had always been for a son, it was a 
wish inspired by her anxiety for the com- 
monweal, and the satisfaction of Ahe king. 
So resigned did slie appear, so determined 
to receive without a murmur whatever 
Heaven had given, and so perfectly con- 
vinced was she that it was a daughter, 
from the mysterious silence preserved, 
that the king could no longer contain 
himself. He rose, and called aloud to the 
attendants, to bvh^ M. the dauphin to the 
qiteen. At these words tlie gi'ateful — shall 
I say the happy ? yes, that moment hap- 
piness was her's ; the happy Maria Ah- 
TO I NET T A raised herself up in the bed, 
and spread out her arms towards the 
king, when this august pair, locked up in 
each other's embrace, mingled tears so 
full of rapture, that even the dauphin was 
allowed to remain beside them for some 
minutes without being perceived," 

Another anecdote shows that this 
fascinating princess must have beeft 
eminently amiable and charitable. 

" It happened when Louis XV. was 
hunting in tiie forest of Fontainbleau, that 
a furious stag, having been several times 

dauphin admirably worked in steel. The 
kifig was much delighted, and with a full 
heart declared that the ingtmoiis present 
qf thete loorthy people gratified him much, 
and with his own hands he made them a 
handsome remuneration.'' 



woimded, le^d ovtr the low wall of ^ 
little garden at Achere, and springing on 
a peasant, who was dig[ging on the groum^ 
thrust his horns into his bowels. Some of 
the neighbours who saw the sad accident* 
finding that tlie poor gardener was ex« 
piring, ran to tell his wife, who was work- 
mg in the fields, at the distance of a mile 
and a half from the place. The unhappy 
woman rent the air with her cries, and 
gave eveiy mark of the most violent de- 
spair. The datiphincss, who was passing- 
in a chariot at the time, not far firom the 
spot, in her way to the rendezvous of tlie 
chace, hearing the cries of tlie disconso- 
late woman, stopped her carriage, and 
darting from it, new across the vineyard, 
to the assistance of the sufferer, whom 
she found in fits. She made her smell 
some hartshorn, and in the mean while 
inquired into the nature of the accident 
that had just haftpened. The poor woman, 
on recovering, found herself in the arms 
of the dauphiness, who was weeping. 
This young princess endeavoured, by eve- 
ry tender consideration which her heart 
could suggest, to console this victim of ca- 
lamity, and gave her all the money her 
purse contained. When the dauphin, the 
count aiid countess of Provence came up, 
they mingled their sympathy with her's, 
and followed tlie example of her bounty. 
She then ordered her carriage to the spot, 
and, obliged the miserable woman to gpct 
in, with her child, and two other villagers ; 
at the same time giving strict charge to 
one of her servants to catty the wife with 
all speed to her husband, and the poor 
child to its father, and then to return as 
quick as possible to give her an account 
of the state in which the wounded man 
was. Whilst the dauphiness was waiting 
in all tlie agt)ny of suspense for tlie foot^ 
man's return, the king joined her, and^ 
hearing what liad happened, exclaimed— 
* What a shocking thing it would be if this 
man should die ! How shall we ever con- 
sole his wife and child ?' * How other- 
wise, my dear father,' replied tlie dauphi'* 
ness, * than by striving to relieve their 
distress ? for shall we not, by that means, 
in some degree lessen the bitterness of 
their lot !* The king immediately pro- 
mised to give them a pension, and ordered 
his first surgeon to visit the wounded* 
man every day, who, by such care, was, at 
length restored to his family, to bless his 
illustrious benefactress." 

In the following passage, a claim 
is urged in favour of the queen, to 
which her right, we believe^ is not 
generally kpown : 
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" France prides herself at present, and 
justly, on possessing the ^st Lyrical 
Theatre of Europe. The master pieces 
of QUisick with which the collection of the 
Royal Academy of Paris has been enrich- 
ed for fifteen years past, secure it an in- 
contestable superiority over those of all 
other capitals. This justice is paid to it 
by all travelers and people of taste. It 
>rould be very diilicult, not to say impos- 
siblcyto estimate the sums which this dra- 
matick preeminence has drawn to Paris, 
and scattered over France, by the con- 
coorse of opulent strangers which it has 
contributed to bring or detain in the 
country. Now, it is a fact which every 
one must acknowledge, that the musick 
of France, before the arrival of Maria 
AsToiNETTA, was scmi-barbarous. This 
science was stiU in its infancy, while all the 
others had passed the period of their ma- 
turity. As soon as Maria Antoinetta 
had been at the opera, she resolved to im- 
prove the national taste. To her it is, to 
her enlightened love of the arts, that 
lYance is indebted for the revolution 
which was then effected in musick. She 
it was who brouglit from Vienna to Paris, 
who encouraged, who protected against 
all cabals, the chevalier Gluck, who had had 
the honour to give her lessons, and who 
was the first that could place the dagger 
of Melpomene in the hands of Euterpe. 
He gave to the Serious opera the true 
tone of tragedy. Boileau said of the opera 
of his day: 
Jnsqu'i je vous hait, tout s'y dit tendre- 

ment. 
And e'en / hate you glides a tender strain. 
A crritique which, with very few excep- 
tions, was still applicable to the opera, as 
Maria Autoinetta found it at her ar- 
rival in France. In a few years it felt her 
h:^py influence ; and coult} Boileau have 
revisited the world, he would have found 
that my illustrious countiyman, Gluck, as 
|ioetical in his musick as Comcille and 
Racine were harmonious in their poetry, 
had, in his operas, put in practice the pre- 
cepts of the legPslator of Parnassus, and 
that at his touch, each passion spoke its 
proper langnage. Maria Antoinetta 
not only invited to Paris the genius wlio 
4ras the boast of Vienna, but also those 
excellent composers whose works were 
the delight of Italy. Piccini and Sacchini 
were desired and encouraged by Maria 
Antoinetta to come and enrich the 
French stage. In tins they succeeded, 
by following the patli marked out by the 
German Oi*pheus ; and if the competition 
of 'these three celebrated masters occa- 
sioned some wio-m disputes among the 



French, it at least proved useful to the 
art. In fact, it is to that fermentation, and 
to the discussions it produced, that the 
world are indebted for those master pieces 
Didoy (Edipns^ Jiinifki, and Mcestea,. 
which will remain for ever the glory of the 
Lyincal Theatre of Paris, and be lasting 
nmdels for future ai tists. This is one of 
the permanent benefits which Fnmce has 
derived from Maria Antoinetta. As 
long as the French are sensible of the 
efiects of harmony, of the charms of me- 
lody ; as long as a taste for the beautiful 
prevails in France, it will be as impossible 
to forget the fifteen years rei^n of Maria 
Antoinetta, as it is^now to forget tlie 
glorious age of Loids XIV. and perhaps 
the favourites of Euterpe, in speaking- of 
the period when that magick spectacle in 
which poetry, dancing-^ and musick combine 
a hundred pleasures in one, attained its 
greatest glory, will one day caH it the age 
o/Maria Antoinetta.** 

Happy had it been for this high 
personage, for France, and for the 
world, had she confined herself to 
the cares, occupations, and scenes 
with which and in which she is here 
represented as busied* But unfortu- 
nately she was induced to interfere in 
publick aflfairs, for which province 
she was totally unfit. The fact clear- 
ly appears from the present work, 
though it is but slightly touched. — 
The unpopularity of her later years 
is ascribed to the machinations of the 
duke of Orleans, and to a most un- 
founded suspicion that she sacrificed 
the interest of France from affection 
to her brother. The hotlility of the 
duke is attributed to the queen ha- 
ving discountenanced his profligate 
manners by refusing him admission 
to her parties at Versailles and Tiia- 
non, "m which gayetyand s/irighflinesa 
never intrenched on the forms of de- 
cency and propriety t^* and to the hete- 
rodox political pnnciples which he 
had imbibed in his education, and in 
his visits to England, 

Mr. Weber alludes to the famous 
affair of the necklace, without eluci- 
dating it ; and though he confidently 
asserts the innocence of the queen, 
and her total ignorance of the trans- 
action, he omits to state the grounds 
on which hi%^o^gi|^(^\s,^gped. He 
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is more successful in vindicating his 
royal mistress from the charge of 
betraying the interests of her country 
to family considerations. Indeed, of 
this accusation, so vehemently urged, 
and so frequently reiterated by the 
demagogues of the revolution, we 
have never seen any thing approach- 
ing to proof; and it is in the highest 
degree improbable. 

The parts of this work which re- 
late to the queen are very interesting ; 
and the narrati\:e of political affairs is 
only irksome because it has been so 
often told. As to the real truths the 
whole truthy and nothing but the truthy 
respecting the ill fated Maria Anloi- 
netta, we suppose that we are not yet 
to obtain it. For us it is in course im- 
possible to pronounce it, or to gain 
it even by comparing different ac- 
counts. We have readily inserted a 
number of those statements which 
are made in this volume by one who 
must know somethings but perhaps will 



not tell all; and these relations, as we 
have already observed, and as our 
quotations prove, are highly honour* 
able to the object of the writer's ado- 
ration. It is, however, obvious to 
remark, that the admission of some 
virtues implies not the exclusion of 
all crimes ; and that those feelings of 
the heart, which are here attributed 
to the late queen of France, are not 
incompatible with that indulgence of 
the passions which has by others been 
ascribed to her. M. Weber's devo- 
tion has induced him to delineate a 
goddessj Siud the malignity of political 
enemies has excited them to paint a 
demon. The truth, as in other cases, 
most probably lies between the two 
extremes : 

** The web of our life is of a mingled 
yam, good and ill together. Our virtues 
would be proud, if our faults whipped 
them not; and our crimes would de- 
spair, if they were not cherished by our 
virtues." 

Shakspeare, ^IPt vfcU that Ends 9e^ 



PROM THE LITERARY PANORAMA. 

Dissertations on the Gipsies : representing their Manner of Life, Family Economy, 
Occupations and Trades, Mamages and Education, Sickness, Death, and Burial, 
Ueligjon, Language, Sciences and Arts, &c. &c. &c. with a Historical Inquiry 
concerning their Origin and first Appearance in Eui'ope. From the German of 
H. M- G. Grellmann. London. 1807. 



HUMAN nature in every state 
is an object of rational inquiry : po- 
lished nations delight us by their re- 
finements, savage tribes excite our 
curiosity by their rudeness ; man 
seems to approach to the nature of 
angels here, while there the differ- 
ence between man and brute is 
scarcely perceptible. Which of these 
extremes is most natural I — that in 
which every faculty of his mind is 
exalted, and the soul triumphs, as it 
were, over the tabernacle of clay ; or 
that in which the clay fabrick enve- 
lopes completely the ethereal inha- 
bitant, ami man is evidently allied to 
the dust of the earth I If man was 
formerly a demigod, the mighty is 
sadly fallen; if he was formerly a 
brute, he is wonderfully improved by 



bis diligence, and is become no un- 
worthy spectacle to beings of a supe- 
riour class. Angels may well 

Admire such wit in human shape. 
And show a Newton as we show an Ape. 

It is probable, that if we could exa- 
mine the history of the world com- 
pletely, we should find nations, as 
well as individuals, formed by- cir- 
cumstances either to honour and dig- 
nity, or to depravity and disgrace* 
The triumphs of a single hero have 
often been the means of spreading 
calamity among thousands and tens 
of thousands of his fellow men ; and 
while the loud clarions have pro- 
claimed his triumphs, the sighs of 
suffering humanity, the desolations 
that have marked his course, the pri- 
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Jbsure «unk, have appealed to heaven 
against him, in clamours far louder 
than those re-echoed around his 
throne. The effects of such convul- 
sions we discover in the expatriation 
of various tribes, and in their migra- 
tions to distant landsu Such appears 
to have been the origin of those ro- 
ving fianiilies, that, happily for our 
cAintry, seldom go in bodies suffi- 
ciently numerous to disturb the pub- 

' lick peace, though they pilfer what- 
ever their hands can reach, as indivi- 
duds, or in groups terrify the lonely 
traveller, now and then, into acts of 
involuntary charity. On the conti- 
nent, their depredations are not al- 
ways equally moderate. They do mis- 
chief on a larger scale, and have been 
known to require the interposition of 
a military force to reduce them to 

^ Bobmission. 

We have very little doubt of the 
Gipsies being a cast of the population 
of India ; and whoever has perused 
Dr. Buchanan's Travels in Mysore 

' with attention, will find sundry tribes 
to which they bear a marked resem- 
blance. We may add, that some of 
our officers, returned from India, 
have i*eadily understood the language 
used by this people, and have been 
understood by them. Such is our in- 
formation, from competent authority. 
The hint may be pursued by whoever 
desires conviction on the subject. 
This is the opinion also of M. Grell- 
mann, who has compiled a vocabulary 
of the Gipsy language, the words of 
which he compares with the Sanscrit, 
asd other dialects of Hisdoostan. He 
supposes, with great probability, that 
these tribes were expelled from their 
original country by the famous Tl- 
nrar Beg, in 1401.— [How far did 
Timur penetrate into Hindoostan ?] 
—They first appeared, in Germany 
about 1407, and they are now found 
in all countries of Europe, Their 
Qumbers cannot be less than 7 or 
800,000 persons. Their manners 
are every where unsettled, sordid, 
^vkfa, rude, idle, aid profligate. 
They are ig;norant9 cannings adroit^ 

TOL^XI. 



even ingenious, yet unwilling to 
Work. Their tempers are hasty and 
violent. They are cowardly, some say 
cruel ; and though they have chiefs 
to whom they submit, yet they pay 
little or no obedience to law ; and all 
the endeavours of the governing pow- 
ers,* wherever they reside, cannot 
make them good soldiers, agricultu- 
rists, or craftsmen. They are a peo- 
ple apart, and apart they are likely to 
continue. 

The volume before us has already 
appeared in an 'English dress. W^ 
remember it many years ago. Thi 
title may serve as an analysis of it. 
We shall do no more l!ian ti-anscribe 
a few extracts, some of which may 
contribute to increase the caution of 
our readers, should thpy ever have 
any intercourse with Gipsies. 

** The art of g-oldwashinj^ is brought to 
much greater perfection in Transylvania. 
In the description of the process adopted 
in that country, it is said that all the ri- 
vers, brooks, and even the pools which 
the rain forms, produce gold. Of these 
the river Aranyosh is the richest, inso. 
much that the historians have compared it 
to the Tagus and Pactolus. Excepting 
the Wallachians, who live by the rivers, 
tlie goldwashers consist chiefly of Gipsies. 
They can judge with the greatest certi- 
tude where to wash to advantage. Th« 
apparatus used by them for this work if 
a crooked board, four or five feet long, by 
two or three broad, generally provided 
with a wooden rim on each side. Ovm this 
board they spread a woollen cloth, and 
scatter the gold-sand, mixed with water, 
upon it. The small grains of the metal re- 
main stijcking to the cloth which they afr 
terwards wash in a vessel of water, and 
tlicn separate the gold by means of the 
trough.. When larger panicles of sand 
are found in their washing, tl»cy mak« 
deeper dnimicls in the middle of their 
crooked boards, to stop the small pieces 
as they roll down. They closely examine 
these small stones, and some are fre* 
quently found to have' solid gold fixed in 
them.'^ 

" In the year 15.57, during the troubles 
in /apoly, the castle of Nagy Ida, in tho 
county of Abauy war, was in danger of he* 
iiig besieged and taken by the imperial 
troops. Francis Von Perenyi, who had 
the command, being short of men, was 
obliged to haV%|ff^*^«t^,5)gLl&ipties, 
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of whom lie collected a thoQsatid. These 
he ftimished with proper means of de- 
fence, and stationed them in the outwork^ 
keeping his own amall complement of 
men to ffarrison the citadel. The Gipsies 
imagined that they should be peHectly 
ftcc from annoyance behind their in* 
trenchments, and therefore went coura- 
g-eously to their post. Every thinj,^ was in 
order when the enemy arrived, and ^e 
storm commenced. The Gipsies, belkind 
their fortiiicatbns, supported the attack 
with so much njore resolution than was 
Expected, returning the enemy*^s fire with 
such alacrity, that the assailants, Utile 
suspecting who were the defendants, 
were actually retreating. They had liard- 
ly quitted tlicir ground, when the conque- 
rors, elated with joy on their victor}', crept 
out of their holes, crWng after them : 
• Go and be hanged, you rascals ! Thank 
God we had no more powder and shot, or 
wc would have played the very devil with 
you !'— * What !* replied the retiring be- 
siegers, as they turned about, and, to 
their great astorushmeni, instead of regu- 
lar troops, discovered a motley Gipsy 
tribe, * are you the heroes ? is it so with 
yoxi ?' Immediately wheeling about to the 
left, sword in hand, they di*ove the black 
crew back to their works, forced their 
way lifter, and in a few minutes totally 
jfubdued them " 



This history sho^ra suScientty the 
inaptitude of Gipsies for a military 
Hfe; yet in some Hungarian regi- 
ments) one eighth of the corps is of 
this cast. Equal difiBculty attends 
the supposition that they will ever 
produce men of learning ; since they 
have no letters. They are also stran- 
gers to religion, and religious rites. 
They suffer their children to undergo 
baptism several times, if the prospect 
of profit presents itself. However, 
they appear to be fond of their chil- 
dren. We are not willing to enlarge 
on the vices and horrid crimes im- 
puted to them. After all, the stran- 
gest circumstance attending this peo» 
pie is, the attention paid to their jar- 
gon and predictions by the crcduloiw 
among ourselves. That to these evi* 
dently ignorant wanderers should be 
attributed the faculty of foreknow* 
ledge, a faculty from which truly 
wise men shrink, must be considered 
as a folly in which our nation is not 
singular, and little other than a re- 
proach on the human mind itself. 



FROM THE EDINBTRCH REVIEW. 

Au Accourtt of the Application of Gas from Coal to Economical Pui7K>9e9. By "W^ 
Murdoch. Communicated to tlie Uoyal Society by Sir Joseph Banks.— Phil. Trans: 
for 1808, 

Consideraticms on the Nature and Objects of the intended light and Heat Company 

I^ndon, 1808. 
A National Light and Heat Company, &c. with four Tables of Calcidations, &c. And 

various other Pamphlets. By F. A.'Winsor. 

THE first in this list is 



a very 

interesting paper. It consists only 
of a few pai^es ; but the facts it con- 
tains arc curious ; and it leads to the 
consideration of a subject, which has 
excited a good deal of attention in 
the metropolis, and is soon, it is said, 
to undergo a parliamentary discus- 
sion. We have neither the power 
nor the wish to prejudge the cause; 
nor would we willingly hurt the feel- 
jngs of any individual. Our object is 
Uttle more than a simple statement 



of facts. We have witnessed sgioe 
obscure attempts to light with gas, 
that did not succeed* And we have 
read pamphlets on the subject, cir- 
culated, perhaps, to allure subscri- 
bers, which are as full of extrava* 
gance as they are void of science^ 
3ut, in spite of these failures, and 
atnidst all the nonsense that has been 
published, and all the ridicule, in a 
great measure merited, that has been 
thrown on some of the project&» still 
We think there is discernible a basia 
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tf.^omid aiMi praotiGfible.kiiprovA- 
neoij to the. development of which 
a «ma\l portion of our time may be 
usefuUy devoted. 

As the subject has beea involved 
in much confusion^ and, to many of 
our readers, must be altogether new, 
we shall first endeavour to state* in 
a bnef and popular way, the chymi- 
cal eompo^tion of coal, before we 
detsdl the new appUcations that are 
proposed to be made of its ingredi- 
dus. 

Pit-coal exists in this island in 
strata, which, as far as concerns the 
hundredth generation after us, may 
be pronounced inexhaustible ; and is 
ao admirably adapted, both for do* 
lae^tick. purposes and the uses of the 
aats, that it is justly regarded as a 
most essential constituent of our na- 
tional wealth. When exposed to 
heat, as we see it every day in our 
grates, it is manifestly composed of 
a fixed base of carbonaceous matter, 
and a variety of evaporable sub-^ 
stances, which are driven off in the 
form of smoke and flame. But, in- 
stead of being consumed in this open 
way, the coal may be distilled, and 
these evaporable matters collected in 
proper vessels, andexamined* They 
are then found to contain, besides a 
coasiderablequantity of matter, which 
b condensed by cold into tar and al- 
kaline liquor, an invisible eiasuck 
fluid, or gas, which no cold nor effu- 
sion of water can condense or absorb. 
It is a compound of two highly in- 
flammable g^ses, which chy mists call 
the Hght hydrocarbonate, and the 
heavy nydrocarbonate, or olefiant gas; 
and this mixture bums with a very 
brilliant and beautiful light. It is this 
gas which furnishes the flame in our 
Gommon fires ;* but iu beauty is there 

♦ There are, in fact, according to Mr., 
D^vy, three inflammable gases given ou^ 
in our fires — the two we have mentioned, 
ind the gaseous oxide of carbon, which 
i« known by its blue flame. They are all 
^sdnetly perceptible. The light hydi'O- 
carbonate forms the nuiin body of the 
lane; t^ elefiaat appears i^ brilHant 



impaired by the unavoHaUe alloy of 
nnoky vapour. A separation, how- 
ever, may be effected by the distilling 
process, which leaves the pure aeriid 
fluid such as we have described. All 
the new plans for lighting with co;d 
gas, proceed upon the principle of 
purifying this fluid, collecting it in 
reservoirs, and distributing it in tubes. 
From the furnace whei'e the coal is 
distilled* a main pipe may convey a!l 
the evaporable matter into a large 
reservoir or gasometer, where, bji 
various means, chiefly, we believe^ 
by washing with water, it may be 
freed from impurities, and propa* 
gated through the iul>es in every 
direction by its own elasticity. It 
nothing confine it, it will issue from 
the extremities in an equable flow^ 
but still invisible, till a lighted taper 
be applied, when it bursts into flame, 
and continues to burn as long as the 
gas is supplied. Mr. Accura found, 
by a comparison of shadows, in the 
manner suggested by count Rum- 
foi-d, that the light of a gas flame is 
to that of an equal-sized flame of a 
candle or lamp as 3 to I ; * or, in 
other wordij that to light up a cer- 
tain space, <me gas flame will give 
as much light as three candles burn- 
ing with a flame of equal size. The 
products of the combustion are in 
both cases the same— water and car- 
bonick acid g&& ; but with this mate- 
jets ; and the gaseous oxide is occasionally 
seen near the root of the flame, or in con- 
tact wi^i the coal. It is possible tbat a 
small portion of this oxide may mix with 
prepared gas. 

' • We should have suspected the pro- 
portion was overrated, had not tlie sai^e 
accurate experimenters assured us, "that 
500 cubick inches of gas, burnt from the 
orifice of a jet, so as to produce a flame 
equal in 'size to tbat of an ordinary can- 
dle, consumed 1076 cubick inches of oxy- 
gene gas in the same time that a candle 
kept burning in the best possible manner, 
consumed only 279. And we know, that 
the intensity of any artificial light depends 
on the rapidity with which oxygene is ab- 
sorbed. — Sec Appendix to Report vf ttc 
Committee, &c. 
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riaf difl^rence^ th«t ctnillet frequent* 
Jy, and lamps always, give out a 
quantity of smoke and soot; whereas 
the combustion of the gas is perfect^ 
and leaves no sensible residuum — 
nothing that can soil the most deli- 
cate white. Its effects on the air of 
a room are, therefore, less insalubri- 
ous than those of a candle,^ since the 
only noxious substance it yields is 
carboniok acid gas ; and this it pro- 
dtices in smaller quantity than our 
common lights. From the itiilamma* 
ble properties of the gas, explosions, 
bursting of tubes, and other dangers 
might be apprehended. But there is 
no ground for such fears. On the 
contrary, nothing can be more sim- 
ple or easy in the management. The 
gas may be confined by a stop-cock 
with perfect safety, and issued as 
occasion requires. When it is ex- 
hausted, the fiame goes out as quiet- 
ly us the flame of a candle does, when 
the tallow is spent. 

Such are the nature and properties 
of this curious and beautiful sub- 
Stance, when examined in a small 
way in the laboratory of the chymist. 
But it frequently happens, that theo- 
ries perfectly just and elegant in 
themselves, and confirmed by expe- 
ments on a small scale, with a nice 
apparatus and skilful management, 
are yet, when attempted in the large 
and wholesale way, utterly incapable 
of being reduced to practice; and 
thus, many a promising plan has 
ended with performing nothing. But, 
in the case before us, there are facts, 
of the description we want, to be col- 
lected from different quarters, and 
furnished by individuals unconnected 
with each other, which fully verify 
the anticipations of theory, and the 
conclusions of more limited experi- 
ment 

The first, and by far the most va- 
luable of these facts, is contained in 
Mr. Murdoch's paper ; the chief ob- 
ject of which is to describe the mode 
of lighting ihe cotton-mill of Messrs* 
Philips and Lee, at Manchester. 
From this account we leafh, that 



^ the whaie of thlb rmaM of Hiii, tke 
^most extensive cotton mill in the 
kingdom,' with the conn ting house 
-and stoi'cvroom, and the adjacent 
dwelling house of Mr. Lee, are now, 
and have been for several years, light- 
ed up with the gas from coal, to the 
exclusion of all other artificial light," 
The manner in which the gas is pro- 
cured and distributed, we shall quote 
in Ills own words* 

** The coal is distilled in large iron re- 
torts, which, during the winter ai*e kept 
constantly at work, except during the is* 
tervals of charging: and the ras, as it 
arises from them, is conveyed by h-^ 
pipes into large i*eservoirs op gasometers, 
where it is washed and purified, previous 
to its being conveyed through other 
pipes, called mains, to the mill. These 
mains branch off into a variety -of raovfi- 
cations, forming a length of several mUes, 
and diminish in size as the quantity of gas 
to be passed through them becomes less. 
The burners, where the gas is consumed, 
are connected with the above muns by 
short tubes, each of which is fumiafaed 
with a cock, to regulate the admission of 
gas to each burner, and to shut it totally 
off when requisite. This latter operation 
may likewise be instantaneously performed 
throughoutthc whole of the burners in each 
room, by turning a cock, with which each 
main is provided, near its entrance into the 
room." 

By a comparison of shadows, the 
whole light of the gas flames used 
was found equal to that of 2500 can- 
dles of 6 to the lib. We cannot en- 
ter into all the items of expense t' 
they are given with the most scrupu- 
lous accuracy ; and the economical 
statement for one year stands thus. 
The cost of the cannel coal which he 
used to furnish the gas, is l25/« 
and of common coal to carbonize it, » 
20/. iu all, 145/. from which de- 
duct the value of the coke, 93L and 
the whole expense in coal is reduced 
to 52/. The interest of capital sunk in 
the apparatus, with a liberal alloir- 
ance for tear and wear, is stated at 
550/.^ making the total expense of 
lighting the manufactory about 600/. 
a year. That of candles, to give jUic 

• Vide Nicholson'^ PUlosophical Jour- 
nal for Octg^^y^ji^^^^^^^ 
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, «ane lights woulil be about 3000/. 
I If the com{xirison ^Jiwre made on the 
I average of three hours a day, which> 
in most cases> would perhaps be 
I nefirer the truth, the advantage would 
I be still more in favour of the gas 
Mgbts. The interest of capital and 
tear and wear, remaining nearly the 
I iCiDe as in the former case, the whole 
cost would not exceed 650/. while 
that of the tallow would be 3000/. 
Here, then, we have a saving of 
three parts in four; and it is not 
likelyt as we shall see hereafter, that 
Mr. Murdoch has reached the ut- 
most point, either of economy in his 
process of distillation, or of simpU« 
dxy in the construction of his appara- 
tus* ** The peculiar softness and 
clearness of this light,** says Mr. 
Murdoch, under whose direction the* 
whole was completed, " with its 
almost unvarying intensity, have 
brought it into great favour with the 
work people: and its being free from 
the inconvenience resulting from the 
sparks, «nd frequent snuffing of the 
candles, is a circumstance of mate- 
rial importance, as tending to dimi- 
lush the hazard of fire, to which 
coitoD mills are known to be much 
exposed.** 

The next fact we shall bring for- 
ward is important, inasmuch as it 
shows, that the superiority of gas 
lights is not confined to great manu- 
£^ories, but is equally apparent in 
those on a small scale ; thus opening 
a much wider range for the possible 
application of the new mode. We 
are indebted for this fact to a Mr. 
Cook,* a manufacturer of metal toys 
- atBirmingham ; a clear headed, prac- 
tical man, not apt to be dazzled by a 
fanciful theory, but governed in his 
transactions by a simple balance of 
profit and loss. There is a naivete 
in bis own account of 'this process, 
which will amuse as well as instruct 
the reader • 

** My apparatus is simply a small cast 
I hon pot» of about eight gallons, with a 

• Philoflopbical Journal for December 

1808. * 



east iron cover, which I late to it with 
sand. Into this pot I put my coal. I 
pass the gas tlirough water into the g^aso* 
meter or reservoir, which holds about 
400 gallons ; and, by means of old gun 
barrels, convey it all round my, shops. 
Now, from twenty or twenty-five pounds 
of coal, I make, perhaps, six hundred 
gallons of gas ; for, when my reservoir is 
full, we are forced to burn away the over- 
plus in waste, unless we have work to 
use it as it is made : but, in general, we 
go on making and using it, so that I can- 
not tell to fifty or a hundred gallons. And, 
in fact, a great deal depends on the coal, 
some coals making much more than others. 
These twenty-five pounds of coal put into 
tlie retort, and say twenty-five pounds 
mote to heat the retort, which is more 
than it does take one time with another 
—but I am willing to say the utmost, are 
worth four pence per day. From this 
four pence we burn eighteen or twenty 
lights during the winter season." 

In this manner are the candles 
which he used to employ, and which 
cost him three shillings a day, entire- 
ly superseded. But, besides his ex- 
pense in candles, oil and cotton for 
soldering used to cost him full 30/. a 
year, which is entirely saved, as he 
now does all this soldering by the gas 
flame only. For " in all trades in 
which the blowpipe is used with oil 
and cotton, the gas flame will be 
found much superiour, both as to 
"quickness and neatness in the work- 
The flame is sharper, and is constant- 
ly ready for use ; while, with oil and 
cotton, the workman is always forced 
to wait for his lamp getting up ; that 
is, till it is sufficiently on fire to do 
his work. Thus, a great quantity of 
oil is always burned away useless; 
but, with the gas, the moment the 
stopcock is turned, the lamp is ready, 
and not a moment is lost." We nnist 
refer to Mr. Cook's letter, for the 
details of expense, which he gives 
with faithful minuteness, and always 
leaning to the side unfavourable to 
the gas. The result of the whole is, 
that he saves 30/. out of the 50/. which 
his lights formerly cost him. And, 
when we consider that his calculation 
allows the gas lights to be burnt the 
whole year, and the candles only 
twenty weeks, there can be little 
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da^iAj Ibat the sayings in this cast 
follow nearly the same propprtion as 
in the former. If the apparatus be 
erected on a still smaller scale, *' the 
saving," Mr. Cook assures us, *« will 
be equally great : for the poor man 
who lights only six candles, or uses 
one lamp, if the apparatus is put up 
in the cheapest way, will find it only 
cost him 10/. or \2i* which he will 
nearly, if not quite> save the first 
year." 

The last trial of gas lights we shall 
mention^ though not the most satis* 
factory, has made the greatest noise 
in the world, and was, indeed, what 
first led us to think upon the subjects 
During one of those excursions to 
the metropolis, with which we occa* 
sionally treat ourselves, after a long 
period of northern rustication, our 
attention, at such a time alive to eve- 
ry thing, was arrested by a new and 
singular spectacle. The whole range 
*f Pall Mall, from St. James's to 
Cockspur street, was lighted up by 
ipeans of lamps, fed with gas instead 
•f cotton and oil, and certainly in a 
style of much superiour brilliancy. 
We found, upon inquiry, that the 
conductor of this remarkable illumi- 
nation was a Mr, Winsor, acting un- 
der the auspices of a committee of 
subscribers ; and that it was execu- 
ted by them as a grand experiment 
to convince parliament and the pub- 
lick of the national importance of 
their intended Light and Heat Com- 
pany. Subscriptions bad been col- 
lected, to a very large amount, to 
carry into effect Winsor's discopuery ,• 
and 20,000/. vested in a committee, 
to assist him in his experiments, and 
make application to parliament for a 
charter of incorporation. In prose- 
cution of these objects, we afterwards 
learned, that a correspondence was 
opened with the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer in the month of March last; 
but he, alleging partly the advanced 
state of the session, which did not al- 
low a private bill to be presented, 
and partly his own doubts as to the 
utility of its obj(;pt> declined promis- 



ing his support tc the i 
that time, a general meeting, it seemsf 
has resolved not to regard the answer 
of Mr- Perceval as a final rejection^ 
but to come forward with their claims 
for a charter, during the present ses- 
sion. On what grounds these claims 
are founded > it is not very easy tot 
discover. It is possible that govem- 
ment, foreseeing that the new modo 
of lighting would render less produce 
tive the taxes raised on the c^mmoQ 
materials, might think it wise to sa»c« 
tion some publick establishment, bf 
way of securing to itself a share ia 
the profits. But it is the title of Mr« 
Winsor and his friends to an exclu- 
sive privilege, that puzzles us. We 
attempted to look for it in bis pam^ 
phlets; but encountered, «tt ev^f 
step, such ignbrance, quackery, ex* 
travagance, and fake calculation, that 
we had scarcely patience to wade 
tbrough them. As, however, we are. 
in search of facts^ we shall, in mer^ 
cy to a foi*eigner and an enthusiast, 
who talks about his new ligfu with all 
the ierver of a fanatick, pass over 
bis wild reasonings in bad Englisht. 
and state briefly whatever there is of 
value in his plans and -processes. 

We must premise, however, that 
we cannot allow him the credit of 
being a great discoverer-*^ name 
which he is suspiciously fond ol^ 
arrogating to himself. That coai 
yields an infiammable gas has been 
long known ; and its nature is parti* 
cularly described by Dr. Clayton in 
the Philosophical Transactions for 
1735. With regard to the useful 
application of it, Mr. Murdoch was 
undoubtedly the first who conceived 
the idea of conveying it through^ 
tubes, and employing it for artificial 
light; and we embrace, with plea-* 
sure, this opportunity of doing jus* 
tice to the modest fame of our coun« 
try man. This was as early as the 
year 1793, long prior to the period 
ftx)m which Winsor himself daites 
his discovery. We fear, tberefovi^ 
tliat the bugbear of his patent righCf 
which he hgJds^^ouy^^f»*«, Witt 
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it«miiln )l€tle) and that it is impo»- 
sible to give him or his friends the 
monopoly of a practice, which is al- 
ready adopted by several persons who 
pretend to no secret or mystery in 
the art. We cannot discover that there 
m any decided superiority in Mr. 
Winsor's gas lights over those of Mr. 
Murdoch. It is asserted, indeed, in 
•* Considerations,'* &c. that it is neces- 
sary to take to pieces, now and then, 
the tubes in Mr. Lee*s manufactory, 
to clear them from impurities ; while 
tiibse of Mr. Winsor contract no soil 
by any length of use. But Mr. Mur« 
doch expressly assures us, in his pa- 
per, that all inconveniences of this 
Isind are now entirely done away. 
Wiiisor*8 Analysis of New Castle 
Coal is certainly very complete. The 
gas flames he exhibits in the different 
apartments of his house are extreme- 
ly bfilliant ; and the variety and neat- 
ness of their application worthy of 
praiM* 

He deserves credit too, we think, 
ht calling the publick attention, morfe 
than had been done before, to the pe- 
calinr advantage of coke as a cheap 
and agreeable fuel. This substance 
is the residuum that is found after 
all the evaporable matter has been 
txpelled from the coal by heat, it 
comes out from the distilling process 
in large, spongy masses, greatly dimi- 
nbhed in weight, but increased in 
bulk nearly one third. Though some- 
what more difficult of ignition than 
coal, it bums longer, and gives out 
a steadier and more intense heat. 
That it should do so, will not appear 
^ang4t to our chymical readers (and 
who is llrere now that does not know 
something of chymistry ?) when it is 
considered that the quantity of mat- 
ter, which, in the combustion of coal, 
k changed Trom a solid to a state of 
tlastick fluidity, must necessarily car- 
ry off much calorick in a latent state; 
While the glow of the coke radiates 
with an intensity unimpaired by any 
ilemand of this kind. The same re* 
spectable chymist we formerly men- 
ifeoed> bears tetiimony tv tht supe- 



riority of cokci ^ I have Ifemed," 
says Mr. Accum,* "that the heat pro- 
duced by coke, when compared with 
that which can be obtained from coal, 
is at least as 3 to 2." Thus he found, 
that it required three bushels of coal 
to distil a given quantity of water, 
and only two of coke. He tried the 
two substances also by combustioUf 
with a certain measure of oxygen gas, 
by the fusion and the reduction of ^ 
metals, &c. and the same result was ' 
obtained ;,a result certainly not un- 
important ; since it proves that, bf 
being forced to yield the material of 
a beautiful light, coal is actually im- 
proved very considerably in its power 
of giving heat. We have not the 
least doubt that this coke, as Winsor 
produces it, and as we have seen it 
used in his house, might be intro* 
duced to form, if not the whole, at 
least four fifths of our common fires, 
with a very great addition of comfort^ 
cleanliness and economy. Let it be 
observed, however, that we posses^ 
no facts that warrant us in pushing 
this conclusion any further than re* 
gards the coke of Newcastle coal. 
Mr. Murdoch, though he makes pro- 
per allowance for the coke produced 
in his process, does not enlarge at all 
on its qualities ; and it is probable, 
that some species of coal generate 
coke too dull and difficult of ignition 
for consumption in our grates, and 
only fit to be used in stoves and 
furnaces where there is a strong 
draught. But we are persuaded, that 
the greater proportion of the other 
varieties in the island will be found, 
on trial, to yield the same sort of 
coke as Winsor's, and that it can 
never be produced in such quantity, 
by the extended use of the gas lights 
hereafter, that the demand will not 
fully and rapidly absorb it. Its me- 
rits have long been acknowledged 
in many processes of art ; and it is 
prepared from coal with the loss of 
all the volatile ingredients in the great 
manufacturing districts; and if the 

•Appendix to Report ortfie^dniinittce. 
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price were lowered, by turning; the 
gas to account, it could hardly foil to 
become a favourite fuel. 

We have taken no notice of the 
tar and alkaline liquor which are co- 
piously produced in the distillation ; 
because we have few fects to p^o upon 
in estimating their value. The for- 
mer is useful as a coating to preserve, 
from the worm and rot, timber ex- 
posed to the air, or lying under 
water. And it is not unlikely, that 
other more important uses may be 
found for it. As to the liquor, w© 
believe it to be of no use whatever. 
And it is one of the absurdities of 
\Vinfior*s calculations, to reckon at 
one shilling per gallon, a substance, 
of which, wc are convinced, no man 
in London would purchase a hogs- 
head at the expense of warehouse 
room. 

When we said that the facts of Mr. 
Winsor and his friends are less satis- 
factory than the others we recorded, 
we alluded to the circumstance, that, 
while he makes us stare at the unpa- 
ralleled extravagance of his tables, 
where he gravely strikes a balance of 
annual profit to the nation at large, 
of one hundred and fifteen millions, 
and while, by a singular effort of 
moderation, he reduces the gains of 
his subscribers to the " absolute cer- 
tainty" of only " 600'. a year for 
every 5/. adventure," he cautiously 
avoids detailing minutely the expense 
of the apparatus, or taking, as an 
item on the debtor side, the interest 
of capital sunk, which, in Murdoch's 
statement, exceeds the annual ex- 
pense, in the ratio of 1 1 to 1 . We 
need not add, how much this must 
falsify all his conclusions, even if he 
had not disproved thetn himself by a 
. dcductio ad absurdum. The commit- 
tee, composed, as their report shows, 
of sensible, but not scientifick men, 
do away half the value of their expe- 
riments, when, in a memorial ad- 
dressed to the king, they candidly 
subjoin to their account of them : 
^ Their present experience does not 
\ enable your majesty's memoriaii&ts 
\ * 



fo calculate the eipeases of the-pvbft* 
cess, of management, of tubes, and 
pipes, 8cc. with any tolerable degree 
of precision." p. 19. The experi- 
ment in Pall Mall, therefore, proves, 
as yet, nothing more than the possi- 
bility of lighting up a street with gas; 
a curious fact, without doubt; but 
we cannot call it a very important 
one, till we be enabled to add, that 
this can be done at a cheaper rate 
than with oil. It is not unlikely that 
it may; and we strenuously advise 
the committee, while they have the 
command of money, instead of bask- 
ing in the sunshine of delusive hope8» 
to institute another trial, in which 
all these expenses shall be rigidly 
noted, and faithfully carried to acw 
count. It is a point which it is de- 
sirable to ascertain, though we by no 
means agree in the common opinion^ 
that on its decision depends the ques- 
tion of the economical advantages of 
the gas lights. The committee were- 
unfortunate in choosing this for their 
expcrimentum crucU. The lights re- 
quired in streets are at considera- 
ble intervals, and, consequently, the 
range of tubes is extensive and cost- 
ly ; and, going to a great distance 
from the centre of supply, must be 
subject to accident and derangement. 
In lighting the streets, too, the gas 
must beat out of the market the 
coarsest and ^cheapest of all mate- 
rials ; so that we can imagine a failurey 
in this instance, not inconsistent with 
its producing great national and indi*' 
vidual benefit. 

There is one circumstance ia 
which, as far as we can judge from 
our imperfect knowledge of Winsor*is 
process, it is superiour to Murdoch's. 
The latter seems to follow the usual 
mode of distillation, by putting the 
vessel that contains the coal into the 
centre of a fiimace. But Winsor 
puts the fire in the centre, and (leaving 
only space sufficient for a draught of 
air) surraunds it with the coal that is 
to be carbonized ; the evident advadu 
tage of which is this, that the least 
P°«^^^i«f^^^\.»" flying 



PAMPHLETS ON TH£ 0A« UGHTS. 



m 



df, il encottntcn the ccml on tyetj 
aide. Accordingly, we find^ that in 
Manioch's statement, a sixth part of 
the annual expense goes for the pur* 
chase of connnion coal to distil the 
cannel which he employed ; while 
Winsor*s carbonizing process is per- 
fimned by the refuse cinder of a for* 
iBcr operation ; and as this cinder does 
not appear in the estimate of coke 
produced, it may, in fact, be consi- 
dered as costing nothing. Before ta* 
ki&g leave of Mr. Winsor, we shall 
present the reader with the results of 
his analysis of coal, which, from the 
specimen be has given us, of his pow- 
ers' of exaggeration, we should have 
been cautious of admitting among 
aothentick hcts^ had not the commit* 
tee declared, that the experiments 
were repeated in their presence, 
and tbat they corroborated Winsor's 
printed statement in the most satis* 
bctory manner. Two pecks of New* 
castle coal, weighing 36 lib* produced 
3 pecks of coke, weighing 34 lib. 3 
oz. about 3t lib. of oily tar, and 
about 4 -^ of alkaline liquor; and, as 
the only other product was gas, it is 
concluded that gas constituted the 
itmaioder of the weight* amounting 
nearly to four pounds. 

From the foregoing facts and rea- 
sonings) we think ourselves entitled 
to draw the following conclusions. 

L In all manufactories, whether 
fo a large, middling, or small scale 
—in ail publick offices, printing hou* 
ses, theatres, . lighthouses, £cc.— -in 
short, wherever much light is requi- 
rtd in a given space, the gas lights 
may be introduced with very great 
idvantage. We need not remind the 
reader, how large a proportion of the 
vtiBcial light used in this manufac- 
turing country is comprehended in 
this description. It may be objected 
to the universality of our conclusion, 
tittt the price of coals differing very 
moch in different places, will occa- 
sion a variation in the expense of 
procuring gas. But there are two 
reasons why this should have less 
efea than at fim pg^i Alight ba 
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imagined. In the first place, we 
find, upon examining Mr. Murdoch's 
statement, that of 600(. the estimated 
yearly expense of lighting the cotton 
mill, 550/. consist of interest of capi- 
tal, and tear and wear of apparatus, 
leaving the cost of coal only 50/. a 
sum so trifling, when we reflects that 
it replaces 3000/. worth of candles, 
that the price of coal, even where it 
is highest, can but slightly effect the 
general profits. Secondly, the coal, 
by yielding the gas and other vola- 
tile piXKlucts, is converted into a sub* 
stance, increased in bulk, and in the 
power of producing heat. And as a 
manufactory generally requires heat- 
ing as well as lighting, there i^ill be 
a gain both ways* By distilling his 
ccMil, instead of burning it as it comes 
from the pit, the manufacturer will 
save his candles, and improve his 
fuel. One effort at the outset, in 
erecting a proper apparatus, will re* 
duce his annual disbursement, for 
these two articles of prime necessity, 
much in the same manner, though in 
a far greater degree, as the fia^er 
gains by building a thrashing ma- 
chine, and laying aside the use of the 
flail. 

II. When we reflect on the small 
number of trials that has yet been 
made, and the expensiveness and 
awkwardness of first attempts, we 
may feasoflably expect considerable 
improvements as the practice be* 
comes more general, so as to turn 
the scale still more decidedly in fa- 
vour of the gas lights. Anxious aa 
we are to avoid the charge of vision- 
ary speculation, we cannot help anti- 
cipating the pretty extensive intro^ 
duction of them into private bouses. 
Mr. Lee has set the example. The 
whole of his house at Manchester, 
from the kitchen to the drawing 
room, is lighted solely by gas. Its 
properties render it particularly fit 
for ornamental illumination. As there 
is nothing to spill, the flame may be 
directed either downwards, upwards, 
or horizontally. And the points from 
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any fonn that^aste or&ncy may sug- 
gest. We are perfectly aware of the 
difficulties that oppose such an appli- 
cation of the gas ; but we have un- 
bounded confidence in the skill and 
ingenuity of our countrymen, when 
they are once feirly brought into ac- 
tion. The gigantick steam engine has 
been reduced to a convenient, and 
even portable size ; and its power 
made so divisible, as to be dealt out 
in portions to petty manufacturers, 
who know nothing of the machine, 
but by the powei- which they hire. It 



Jias beoi |»roTed, we ihtnky thfttt m 
Ihe case before us, there are mate- 
rials to work upon ; and, whenever 
Uiis becomes the general opinion, we 
shall not be afraid pf the best means 
being adopted to turn them to ac- 
count. Whether ingenuity should be 
left to its own workings, and the sti- 
mulus of private gain, or restrained 
and directed by the interference oC 
government, is a question which we 
do not feel ourselves called upon t* 
decide. 



FROM THE BRITISH CRITICK. 



Fi'agiiientB in Prose and Verse. By a Young Lady, lately deceased. With some Ac- 
count of her Life and Character. By the Author of " Sermons on the Doctrines and 
Duties of Christianity." Fourth Edition. 8vo. 227 pp. 1808. 



AT certain protracted intervals 
of time, some extraordinary pheno- 
menon makes its appearance in the 
intellectual world, so gifted and so 
distinguished above its fellows as to 
excite one universal feeling of won- 
der and admiration. No one will 
presunoe to deny that this has hap- 
pened more frequeqdv in one sex 
than in the other ; and that though 
many females have appeared, whose 
claims to genius and learning also 
will never be denied, there have been 
no rivals to the illustrioA names of 
Homer, Plato, Archimedes, to New- 
ton, Locke, or Milton. Never, how* 
ever, since the time of madam Schur- 
man, have we heard of a woman 
whose endowments) natural and ac- 
(juired, have been equal to those of 
the individual, the I'ragments of 
whose writings slvh here preserved, 
and edited with great modesty, 
though with a becoming animation 
of friendship- 

Of what kind they are, and how 
^ne rally acceptable, is sufficiently 
•apparent from their having already 
passed through three large editions. 
Who, from authority less strong and 
less satisfactory than that which is in 
tbi^ small volume before the reader. 



could believe that a very young wo- 
man should be, not superficially, but 
thoroughly and familiarly acquainted 
with Hebrew, Arabick, Persick, La- 
tin, Greek, Erse, and all, or almost 
all, the languages of Europe ; that 
she was expert in roatheroatickSf 
perspective, muskk, dancing, draw^ 
ing, and, to crown the whole» m 
charming poet. That she was not 
equally and alike accomplished in aU 
these branches of art and science 
may easily be imagined, and her 
warmest admirers may readily con- 
cede ; but sufficient proofs remain 
that she was elevated in powers of 
mind, natural and acquired, above 
all general competition. 

Her life, we are sorry to add, wa^ 
short, and checkered by misfortuoe^ 
All that seems necessary on our part 
is, first, to thank the editor for the 
part she has acted, in erecting this 
durable mausoleum to her friend; 
and, in the next place, by a selection 
from the FragroentSf to enable the 
reader to judge how far the high 
commendations which precede, are t* 
be justified. 

The first feature which presents 
itself, is that of poetical taste and ta- 
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Miss Smith, for so we understand 
this excellent young woman was 
named, might, by cultivation, have 
attained the greatest reputation. The 
following ode will sufficiently prove, 
that in making this assertion, we do 
not pass the limits of truth. 

"A supposed translation from a Welsh 

Poem, lately dug up at Piercefield, in the 

same spot where Llewellyn ap GryfFyd 

was slain, Dec. 10th, 1281. 

* Round Snowdon's shaggy brows grim 

darkness hung, 
Mve that the moon, the gathered clouds 

among. 
Shot foiih at times a dimly-gleaming ray. 
Then watery, pale, turn€^d her sad face 
away. 
in Merlin's cave I sate. 

And marked her. tearful eye : 
Which seemed to mourn the fate 
Decreed for some on high. 
^ What fate's decreed by heaven, bleat 

beam of night. 
That so disturbs thy sweetly-smiling light ? 
No more it shines ; — Thou tum'stthy face 

with scorn. 
And darkly leav*st me, wretched and for- 
lorn. 
Down the steep the torrent roars. 

Loud the thunder rings from far. 
Billows shake the rocky shores. 
All resounds the din of war. 
•* But hark 1— This elemental , war is 

drowned 
In (me more great, and more terrifick 

sound; 
A sound high Snowdon from his base to 

tear, 
A sound the spirits of the dead shall fear ! 

Spirits of my sires, attend ! 

Down from your clouds, ye blest ones, 

bend! 
Tell me, whence these shrieks of wo 
With cries of death coiilusedly flow ? 
*HtseatMei^n«thou, the diief of prophets, 

hear 1 
To thy owncajVe 'mid stormy winds draw 

near; 
Pofur on my darkened soul thy light divine. 
And give it in fair truth's bright blaze to 
shine. 
He comes, he eomes^ in mist arrayed. 
Slow and solemn glides the shade ! 
And while he speaks, the earth stands 

still, 
listening to his mighty will. 

" Heaven-favoured bard, my words at- 
tentive hear, 



Words such as ne'er 'were g^vento mortal 

ear; 
I tell tlie wos to morrow's sun shall bring, 
Cambria shall fall, shall lose her much- 
loved king 
On Vaga's banks, near to where once 

Buillt stood, 
O'erlooking fair Sabrina's silver flood, 
Pierced with a spear ingloriously he'll falL 
Whence future times that spot shall 
Piercefiejd calL* 
So saying, like the meteor's blaze^ 
The spirit flies ; 
And while I gaze. 
The dim red li^t in darkness dies ! 
•* But, oh, my country ! how shall I de- 
plore 
Thy cruel doom ? Cambria shall be np 

more! 
Llewellyn too, our guardian king, sliall 

fall. 
In him we lose our only hope, — our all ! 
Blow, ye winds ; and roar, ye waves s 
Rend the mountains' inmost caves ; 
Let loose the spii'its of the storm. 
Bid them rise in human form. 

«* More fierce than tliey, in human form 

appears 
That barbarous prince, who causes al^ 

our tears ; 
A tiger's heart he bears beneath that face, 
Which seems to promise honour, gooc|» 
ness, grace. 
Let lightning flash. 

And thunder growl. 
Let torrents dash. 
And the black tempest o'er iT\,e 
scowl; 
This soul, in unison with every g^st,^ 
Shall rage tnd bum till I be turned to 

dust ; 
Ne'er shall I patient brook my country's 

doom. 
But sighing, sorrowing, feink into the tomb. 

" Daughters of Cambria, witli me 
mourn. 

Sing the sad wo-breathing strain ; 
From your fair heads the rhiglets torn 

Scatter round the ensang-umed plain. 
No more in summer's even tide 

Your gentle flocks you'll lead 
To where the brook, with flowery side. 

Slow wanders, through the mead ; 
But soon to conquerors rude a prey. 

You'll quit your native land. 
And drag thiough Vfe your mouniful way, 

A wretched, captive band ! 

'^ Warriours, break tlie sounding mail. 
Cast down th,e lance, the helm untie ; 

Arms shall now no more avail. 
For vou before the foe shaJl fly. 
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Ko nsoft, IB deeds of trms renowned. 

You'll dare the single fight ; 
Or with exulting laurels crowned. 

Assert your country's right ; 
But to the woods and marshes driven, 

Ingloriously you'U sigh ; 
For ah ! to you it is notgiv'n 

Amidst your friends to die ! 

«• To Pierccfield's Cliffs I'll now a pilgrim 

. ^' 
Shed o'er my prince beloved the tears of 

wo; 

There will I seek some deep and rocky 

cell. 

Amidst the thick entangled wood to dwell ; 

There indulge my plaintive theme. 

To the wan moon's icy beam ; 

While the rocks responsive ring, 

To ray harp's hig^-sounding string ; 

Vaga stops her rolling tide, 

listening to her ancient pride ; 

Birds and beasts ray song attend, 

Jind mourn with me our country's fatal 

end!" p. 13. 

What next, and very strongly im- 

f)ressed us in the perusal of this vo- 
unoe, is the turn and employment of 
the author's mind, in the general 
conduct and occupations of her life. 
This is apparent from her reflections 
from time to time written down in 
her little pocket b<¥>ks. Some of 
these also we transcribe, 

•* From the little information I can coU 
lect by tracing languages towards their 
source, it appears probable that when the 
inhabitants of the eartli quarrelled at Ba- 
V>el, and dispersed in consequence. Ham 
turned, as is generally allowed, towards 
Africa, wliere Egypt was ailerwards 
called by his name, and by that of his 
6on Misraim. Shem remained in the west^ 
cm parts of Asia, and spread from thence 
over Eiu-opc. This opinion is founded on 
the ver)- strong traces of the Persian lan- 
guage which yet remain, in the Celtick 
and all European tongues, not excepting 
Greek and Latin; though the modern 
Persian, with which I compare them, is 
itself derived from tlie Pelhevi, tlie an- 
cient language of Pei-S'a, which probably 
had a much greater affinity with the CeU 
tick, Noah says, in tlie 9th chapter of 
Genesis : " May God. extend Japhet, and 
may he inherit the ttlnts of Shem.»* In 
the 10th chapter it is said, that the islands 
were peopled by the descendants of Ja- 
phet, From these circumstances I con- 
clude that the family of Japhet went east- 
ymd from Babel, till, coming to the ^ea, 



some went over it to &6 \iAtni» teltllM 
dght, which form the Eastern Archipelagos 
pnd others followed the coast northwaiui^ 
till they came to some point from whence' 
they could see America. Thither some 
of them went ; while others spread them- 
selves westward, and these people I take 
to be the barbarians of the north, -whQ 
afterwards overran all Europe, and whe 
were the same as the wandering Tartars, 
tlieir brethren, now are. Thus the pro- 
phecy is fulfilled ; for Japhet is indeed ex- 
tended, and at this day inhabits the tentft 
of Shem all over Europe. This theory 
seems to me to derive g^at force from 
the similarity of manners between the 
wandering tribes of the north, the Tar- 
tars, and the Americans ; for though some 
nations of America, from a long residence 
in one place, have acquired a degree of 
civilisation, yet there is always a tradition 
of their having been in a wUd state. It 
is reasonable to suppose the descendants 
of Japhet, in constantly travelling about, 
would lose all the knowledge they had 
gained from Noah, except such as was 
absolutely necessary for their subsistence. 
We find the descendants of Shem alone, 
who remained nearly stationary, and the 
E^^yptians and Chinese who settled soo« 
after they left Babel, had leisure to culti- 
vate the sciences before the elements of 
them were lost. Fi'om my ignorance of 
the Chinese lang^uage, 1 am at a loss to 
determine wheUier the inhabitants of 
China are descended from Shem or Japhett 
the position of the country would incline 
one to believe the latter; though their 
manners, so unlike their Tartar neigh- 
bours, seem to contradict it ; yet this ob- 
jection may be done away, by supposiiig 
them to settle immediately after the dis- 
persion, which appears probable from 
their reckoning the cycle of sixty years 
from a period so remote as SST/ B. C. 
which answers exactly to the building of 
Babel. Their language consists entirely 
of monosyllables, wliich, with their known 
dislike of innovation in every thing, in- 
clines me to tlitnk that it may, perhaps, dif- 
fer less than any other from the original 
language, or at least from that of Noah.** 
p. 52. 

Let those, and alas they form too 
numerous a class of society, i;rho 
spend their time cither in idleness, or 
in continually making good resolu- 
tions, of which the seductions of the 
world prevent the practice, read and 
meditate on wbat succeeds* 
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^ Bdflf^ 1M># Ufived at w^t are called 
yeara of discretion, and looking back on 
joy past life vfith shame and coniiision, 
when I recollect the many advantages I 
have hady and the bad use I have made 
of them, the hours I have squandered, 
and llie opportunities of improvement I 
^ve neglected ;— when I imagine what, 
with those advantages, I ought to be, and 
^nd myself what I am ; I am resolved to en- 
deavour to be more careful for the future, if 
the future be granted me ; to try to make 
amends for past negligence, by employing 
eveiy moment I can command to some 
good purpose ; to endeavour to acquire 
all the little knowledge that human nature 
is capable of on earth, but to let the word 
of God be my chief study, and all others 
subservient to it ; to model myself, as far 
as I am able, according to the gospel of 
Clmst; to be content while my trial 
lasts, and when it is finished to rejoice, 
trusting in the merits of my Bedeemer. 
I have written these resolutions to stand 
as a witness against me, in case I should 
be inclined to forget them, and to return 
to my former indolence and thoughtless- 
ness, because I have found the inutility 
of mental determ'mations. May God 
ftant mc strength to keep them !'*• p. 57. 
Miss Smith, it appears, was, in the 
esoiier part of her life, an admirer of 
Os^an ; but this partiality subsided af- 
ter she became acquainted with the 
learned languages. An imitation of 
Ossian appears at p. 77, et seq. which 
cannot fail of being acceptable to all 

• « Of this paper Mrs. S. says : * I 
irmly believe this prayer was accepted j 
hr I do not recollect any instance in 
which «he could justly be accused of 
dftber hidolence or thoughtlessness, ex- 
cept on the subject of her health. On 
that point she trusted too much to the 
strength of a naturally good constitution ; 
and had so little confidence in human 
i^dSAf that tht neglected such means in 
dte coramencement of her last illness, as 
in aU probability would have removed it." 



who are ddighted with that spedes of 
composition, which we confess we are 
not. 

Some beautiful poetry is occasion* 
ally interspersed with her reflections) 
and the poem in blank verse at p* 97, 
on some remarkably sweet tones 
issuing from the wood on the fire, 
during a severe frost, exhibit a very 
pleasing proof with what facility and 
elegance the writer could diversify 
her style and metre. Translations 
also from the German are occasional^ 
ly introduced ; but what must ever 
entitle Miss Smith to the highest 
degree of praise, and occasion her 
^ laudari a laudatis," are her versions 
from the Hebrew, which are consi« 
dercd by those who are competent 
to decide on their merits, as being 
remarkable for their accuracy. Per- 
haps the remarks on Locke, at p. 
141, et seq. may be 'pointed out as 
the most striking and most satisfac- 
tory example of precision of thought, 
and acuteness of reasoning, in the 
whole volume. Enough, however, 
has been said, and sufficient proofs, 
we conceive, introduced to justify the 
assertion, that this lady was no com* 
mon character. And, when, in ad* 
dition to all that has been said above^ 
it is remembered, that a spirit of 
genuine Christian piety, faith, hope, 
' and charity, untinctured by fanaticism 
and undebased by affectation, charac- 
terized her short but active life, who 
will not unite with us in the regret, 
that such a light should be shown for 
so short a time to the world I But 
God seeth not as man seetK, and 
his wUl be done. 
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It^cit Historiquc dc la Campagne de Buonaparte en Italic. Historical Account oftliv 
Campaig"n of Buonaparte in Italy, in the years 1795 and 1796. By an Eye Witnesh. 
8vo. London, 1808. 



WHEN two opposite parties 
divide the world with fierce conten- 
tion, the man who, from whatever 
circumstances, is placed at the head 
of one of them, can hardly be rightly 
appreciated by his contemporaries. 
While he pursues his triumphant ca- 
reer, he is a deity to his followers, 
whoworshipin him that fortune which 
is their idol, and shouts of victory 
drown the accusing voice of his in- 
jured, but conquered foe. On the 
other hand, malignity too often preys 
on exalted characters, and cankers 
that laurel which it could not blast. 
Posterity alone, by comparing the 
several testimonies, when hope and 
fear, gratitude and resentment, have 
lost their sway, is enabled to form an 
impartial judgment. In that trial of 
fame, the character of the writers, 
on both sides has necessarily a great 
weight :— but, this is an anoni/mous 
publication ! 

These reflections are rather meant 
as general, than as applying to the 
man whose deeds are the theme of 
this work. Indeed, his offences are 
** too rank," his crimes are too noto- 
rious, to admit of a doubt or of a pal- 
liation. Besides, the same scenes of 
treachery, plunder, and devastation, 
-which were acted in Italy, are now 
acting in Spain. There, too, generals 
and officers have been seduced, others 
have been tampered with ; most enor- 
mous atrocities have followed deceit* 
ful promises of friendship and protec- 
tion. We easily believe, that Buona* 
parte made use of the influence of 
the archl)ishop of Milan to pacify the 
incensed inhabitants of Pavia, under 
promises of forgiveness, and that he 
afterwards disarmed them and gave 
the town to plunder (as our author 
affirms, pp. 117, &c.) for the same 
has been done in Madrid ; the aame 
promises have been held out to the 
inhabitants of Vittoria. Our opinion, 



therefore, is founded on the uniform 
tenour of the man's conduct, rather 
than on the writer's testimony. The 
charges he prefers against Buona- 
parte are highly probable, but wc 
could not record them as historians, 
nor admit them as criticks. 

This work, the author informs us> 
in his introduction, was purposely- 
written to confute another work, pub- 
lished in Paris in 1797, entitled Cotu^ 
fiagne du G^6ral Buonafiarte en Ita^ 
A>, fiendant lee Annies IV. et V, de la 
RSfiublique FrangoUcy fiar un Officier 
Gen^raU 

In that performance, Buonaparte^ 
of course, derives his triumphs solely 
from his own genius and bravery ; 
but in the publication before us he is 
represented in a difierent character, 
indeed ! With an immense supe- 
riority of forces he pui*chases petty 
advantages by an immertse sacrifice 
of lives ; all his conquests ai*e pre- 
pared by treason, and his frequent 
blunders in the field are repaired by 
treachery. In the most critical mo- 
ments, be pretends to capitulate, and 
snatches victory from the hands of 
his too credulous antagonist. Some- 
thing like this, we have heard often, 
from good authority ; but does the 
author think that his unavowed pub- 
lication will convince the dazzled 
multitude, the mass who have not 
had the same means of information ? 
To tear the laurels, however unde- 
served, from the guilty head of a suc- 
cessful villain, indirect means are 
unavailing and unbecoming. Ti*uth 
scorns to be defended but by manli- 
ness. Besides, we cannot reconcile 
it to our feelings as Englishmen, that 
officers of rank, however culpable in 
appearance, should be accused of ha- 
ving sold themselves to the enemy of 
their country for money, without be- 
ing afforded ^, op^^ty^^.^f meew 
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itg the fbul charge; or even the 
knowledge of their accuser. 

We have stated the dangerous ten- 
(Hency of admitting anonymous publi- 
cations to the privileges of aulhenti- . 
cated documents or historical facts, 
principally from our regret on seeing 
accounts of important transactions, 
destitute of the signature of a writer, 
who professes to have been an eye 
witness, and whose work is not with- 
out internal proofs of veracity. We 
shall now proceed to make a few ex- 
tracts, mostly from this officer's rela- 
tion of events on which we have had 
some previous information. All the 
world has heard of Buonaparte's pro- 
digious feat in planting the standard 
of liberty on the famous bridge of 
Arcole, in spite of a tremendous fire 
of artillery and musketry. Let us 
hear our historian, who speaks deci- 
dedly on that affair. 

•* Augereau, seeing that those fierce re- 
publicans were completely dismayed by 
the enemy's fire, took tlie standard of li- 
herty, and carried it to the extremity of 
tke bridge ; but without producing the 
desired effect. Tins fact is certified, by 
the historian of the campaigns at* Italy, 
and by a letter from general Berthier. 
They both add, that this very courageous 
action, proving useless, Buonaparte him* 
self had recourse to the same stratagem, 
which, in hi* fMndt, was completely sue- 
^essfuL . . . 

*• What would he say, however, were 
we to deny this act of bravery of which he 
^asts ? We were present at tliat battle ; 
«re saw very distinctly a French officer, 
rith a flag in his hand, advancing alone 
<m the bridge. We saw general Alvinzi, 
convinced tliat it was a flag of truce, give 
•rders to suspend firing ; but we have no 
recollection whatever, of having seen a 
tcetmd officer tread in the footsteps of the 
fe^t. Yet such a fact would have been 
too publick, not to be remarked. Neither 
IS it credible ; because the Austrian artil- 
Iw}-, which had respected tlie first, who 
^as supposed to be the bearer of a fl«g of 
truce, would not, in all probability, hare 
respected tlic second, whose temerity 
vould have cost him his life.'* pp. 183, 
184. 

The author then maintains, that this 
bridge was not carried on that day 
[Nov. 1 5] but that the portion was 



maintained against Buonaparte^ on 
the 16th, and on the 17th; that oa 
the evening of this day, general Al* 
vinzi ordered a retrograde motion, at 
which murmurs ran so high in the 
army, that on the 1 9th, he resumed 
his former position at Arcole ; but 
quitted it again on the 2Cth for Vin- 
cenza, instead of pushing forwards to 
Verona, which he could then have 
taken easily. 

** But," continues the author, " what 
was the surprise of the whole army, and 
the rage ot many, when, being arrived on 
the middle of the road, we met general 
Alrinzi, on horseback, who ordered us to 
fall back on Vincenxa! I then saw an 
Austrian colonel, frantlck with rae^e, 
break his sword in three pieces, and de- 
clare that he woidd no longer serve in an 
army, which its commander in chief was 
covering with shame. Similar sentiments 
were openly manifested by several othei's.** 
p. 188. 

At the end of the chapter on the 
battle of Arcole, the author relates 
the known anecdote of Buonaparte's 
fall into a marsh with his horse, in a 
flight, after an unsuccessful attack on 
Arcole. He adds that a negro alone 
ventured to come to his assistance, 
and was, in consequence, made cap- 
tain of cavalry, and presented as such 
to the army. This we have heard 
repeatedly in France, in the years 
1798 and 1799, from officers of the 
army of Italy, and from Augereau 
himself. We have heard the same 
Augereau," in a large dinner party, at 
Thoulouse, before several of his bro- 
ther officers, claim the sole merit of 
having planted the standard of liber- 
ty, both on the bridge of Arcole, and 
on that of Lodi; with many bitter 
sarcasms on Buonaparte's vain boast- 
}fi^. Indeed, we never heard it de- 
nied by any officer of the army of 
Italy ; and we have conversed with 
several. But, that army knew too 
much of its general ; after the evam 
cuation of^Egyfit^ these tros/is ivere 
not allbived to enter France ; but were 
sent (0 Italy, and from thence to Saint. 
Doming ; those who have contrived 
to revisit France have been intimidated^ 
or aeduc^dy^'OT'-^fiaifr disa/i/t eared 
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Speaking of the battle of Rivofi 
[pp. 190, ef eeg,^ which completed 
the conquest of Italy, the author af- 
firms that Buonaparte was entirely 
surrounded (which, by the by, Ber- 
thier fairly owns in his report) that 
the whole Austrian army were ex- 
claiming, we have them ! when Buo- 
naparte sent a flag of tinice, to solicit 
an armistice of one hour, to settle the 
terms of a capitulation. It was grant- 
ed ; and, a quarter of an hour before 
its expiration, Buonaparte attacked 
the Austrians, unawares, and not only 
saved his army, but obtained a com- 
plete victory. This we must believe; 
for general Wedel attempted to play 
the same infamous trick, on the Spa- 
nish generel, Castanos, at Baylen. 

On the taking of Mantua, the last 
transaction we shall examine, the au- 
thor observes, that that city, which 
Buonaparte had boasted to take in 
eight daya^ resisted his utmost efforts 
neap eight months; that he lost be- 
fore it an immense number of men ; 
and once, all his artillery ; yet this 
same town, with a French garrison, 
was taken by the Austriuns in the 
next campaign in less than a month. 
This is undeniable ; and we add, that 
Buonaparte felt so keenly the shame 
implied in the comparison, that he 
exerted all his power (he was then 
first consul) to fix the whole disho- 
nour on Latour Foissac, the French 
commander of Mantua. He forbade 
him to wear French regimentals ; the 
whole army murmured ; the order 
was not obeyed ; and Latour demand- 
ed a court martial, which was refu- 
sed. His son, a youth of fifteen, pub- 
lickly vented the most bitter execra- 
tions, in the military coffee house o^ 
Turin, before a numerous assembly 
of officers, against " the Corsican 
Upstart," who, to palliate his own 
shame) endeavoured to. disgrace the 



most ancient French fiuailiBs* This 
langus^ passed uncontradicted, and 
unpunished, at least foi: the time* Iq 
fact, Latour Foissac had done his 
duty. We have heard a friend, an 
officer who commanded the gate 
Pradella^ on the last day of the siege^ 
state publickly that, in twenty-foirir 
hours, he lost aeventy^one men out of 
one hundred ; that the garrison was 
reduced to 3000 men ; and, that the 
breach at Prddella was large enough 
for a whole battalion to form in lU 
That officer suddenly diaafitieared 
from Bourdeaux. 

From what we have said, our read- 
ers will see, that we had some grounds 
for stating, that this work contained 
internal proofs of veracity, and from 
that circumstance we regret the 
more its not having the sanction of 
a respectable name. The author, 
indeed, tells us, in his introduction^ 
that " to speak ill of Buonaparte is a 
crime which cannot be atoned for, but 
by the death of the guilty ;** and this 
consideration has delayed his publi- 
cation several years. A man is cer- 
tainly not bound to publish truths, 
which he foresees will be fatal to 
himself; though we should not have 
expected this objection from a mili- 
tary man. Yet a moral obligation is 
certidnly incumbent on him to au- 
thenticate by all possible means what 
he publishes ; especially on a ques- 
tion to be decided by testimony* 
The French poet says, with much 
truth : Quand j*altaque queiqu*un^ je 
ie doisy et me nommer. 

From a note of the translatory this 
work does not appear to have been 
originally written m French. The 
style bears witness to this : yet, since 
it is intended to expose the errours 
of a French publication, its appear- 
ance in that language was indispen- 
sable* 
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The Wcdc^Tig among the Flowers. By one of the Authors of original Poems, Rhymes 
for the Nursery, &c. pp. 16. Pirice It. t.ondon, 1808. 



IT would be a thing unheard of, 
that so gay an assembly as that of the 
flowers at Court should have had no 
tffcct in disposing the hearts of the 
bloominf^ belles, and youthful beaux, 
to reciprocal attachment ; and we 
find, on consulting the gazettes of the 
time, that many a heart was lost, 
many a gentle sigh was heaved, 
many a vow was breathed, and many 
a gk^ce was shot, by the conquerors 
as well as by the conquered, though 
sonle had the art to conceal their feel- 
ings more effectually than others. 
Some, it appears, were withheld by 
family pride, others by party spirit, 
others by what they called prudential 
(misprinted, we believe, for prudish) 
reasons : but, 

" At length my lord Sv^flotoer, whom 
pubhck opiiiion. 

Confessed as the pride of the blooming do* 
minion. 

Avowed an affection he'd often betrayed, 

Fw sweet lady Lily, the queen of the 
shade; 

And said, should her friends nor tlie pub- 
lick withstand. 

Re would dare to solicit her elegant hand. 

" Now Apdl was divppled with smiles, 
and the day 

Was fixed for the first of luxuriant May : 

Akmg the parterre in the shade or the sun, 

AH was business, and bustle, and frolick, 
and fun ; 

For, as Flora had granted a full dispen- 
sation 

To every g^y tribe in her blooming crea- 
tion. 

By which at the festival all might appeal*. 

Who else were on duty but parts of the 
year, 

Tliere was now such a concoiurse of beau- 
ty and grace, 

Aa had not, since Eden, appeared in one 
pluce ; 

^knd cai'ds were dispersed, with consent 
of the fair, 

Toevery great fitmily through the parterre* 

" There was one city lady, indeed, that 
the bride 
Did not wish to attend, wl^ch was Miss 

London JPridfi ,• 
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And his lordship declared he would ratlier 
not meet 

So doubtful a person as young Bitter 
Sweet, 

Sir JiTichaelmaa Daisy was asked to ap- 
pear. 

But was gone out of town for best part of 
the year. 

And though he was sent for, ^orciaitiM 
dedtined 

Out of pique, and pi-eferred to keep sulk- 
ing behind; 

For, having beheld his fine form in the 
water. 

He tliought himself equal to any flower's 
daughter ; 

And would not consent to increase a pa- 
rade, 

The hero of which he himself should have 
made. 

Dr. Camomile was to have been one of tlie 
party. 

But was summoned to town, to old aldei^- 
man Hearty. 

Old Alocy a wortliy, respectable don, 

Could not g^ in tlie clothes that just then 
he had on. 

And his tailor was such a slow fellow, he 
guessed 

That it might be a century ere he was 
dressed. 

Excuses were sent, too, from very near all 

The ladies residing at Great Green Hous# 
HaU, 

Who had been so confined, were so chilly 
and spare, 

It might cost them their lives to be out ii^ 
the air. 

The Sensitive Plant hoped hgr friend would 
excuse her. 

It thrilled every nerve in her frame to re- 
fuse her. 

But she did not believe she had courage 
to view 

The solemn transaction she'd summoned 
her to. 

Pl^do-w Wail had a ticket, but Would not 
attend. 

For fear her low spirits should sadden 
her friend ; 

And, too wild to regard either lady or 
lord, 

Honeymckle, as usual, was gadding 
abroad. 

Notwithstanding all which, preparations. 
• were made, 

In the very first style, for the splendid pa- 
rade 
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*' One Cloth-Plant, aclotiiier, of settlcid 

repute, 
tTndertook to provide every beau with a 

suit. 
Trimmed with JBachefor*s Buttonsj but 

these, I presume. 
Were rejected a» out of the proper cot- 

tume. 
Miss Saiin Fhrnett fancy-dress maker 

from town, 
Had silks of all colours and patterns come 

down ; 
And long lAidy'f Riband could hardly pre- 
pare 
Her trimmings so fast as bespoke by the 

fair.* 
Two noted perfumers, from Shrubbery 

Lane* 
Messrs. Musk-Rote and Lavender, e»- 

s^Bced the trun ; 



And ere the damp weathef of April e««' 

pired. 
The whole blooming band was complete 
attired." 

For further particulars we must 
refer to this authentick report. Wc 
should have been glad to have seen, 
had mortal eyes been permitted the 
sight) the hymeneal parade, the ta« 
hies, and the banquet. We perceive 
that) to the spectator, the knowledge 
of the company, their rank, orders, 
and classes, was, as usual, indispen- 
sable : but this mUst be acquired 
from the Court Kalendar, for am 
doubt it has been settled by Garter^ 
Lyon, or Norroy, King at Arms* 



FROM TH« MONTHLY REVIEW. 

An Essay ofi Light Reading, as it may be supposed to influence Moral Conduct and 
Literary Taste. By the Rev. Edward Mangm, M. A. Crown 8vo. pp. 213. 1808. 

THE clergy, as professional 
eustodes morum, may endeavour to 



preach or write down the circulating 
library ; but they will find it a " diffU 
cult cor/iBt to bury }*^ and such an 
Essay on Light Reading as this be- 
fore us is not best calculated toeHect 
the purpose. Too much reason ex- 
ists for the apprehension that novels 
have an unfavourable influence both 
on the morals and the manners of so- 
ciety ; and that some operate to un- 
dermine the former, while all have 
more or less a tendency, by the ro- 
mantick sentiments which they ex- 
cite, to make real life appear tame 
and inbipid. These evils, however, 
are not to be counteracted by the 
means which Mr. Mangin recom- 
mends ; and the preference which he 
gives of the delineation of sir Charles 
Grandison to that of Tom Jones, if it 
manifests a solicitude for good mo- 
rals, is no proof of a correct taste. 
Fielding has exhibited more of the 
vitious part of man than in prudence 
he ought to have displayed : but 
Richardson's portraits are out of na- 
ture ; and in spite of the objections 



of the moralist, if these writers arc 
brought into comparison, the former 
will be generally preferred to the lat- 
ter. Must we, however, have re- 
course to sir Charles Grandison and 
Clarissa* if we discard Tom Jones 
and Joseph Andrews ? Novels less 
exceptionable than either may be se- 
lected; though the impression left 
by the best of this kind of reading 
may not be very favourable to th« 
improvement of the mind ; — and it 
is sing^ilar that a writer, who begins 
an essay with declaiming against no- 
vels, should terminate it with a high* 
fiown eulogy on a legendary tale* 

Though Dr. Goldsmith was not « 
very moral character, his writings are 
justly extolled as favourable to vir* 
tue; and Mr. M. has published a let* 
ter from Dr. Strean concerning that 
favourite author, which contains, we 
beUeve, some original informatio« 
that will interest his admirers. Mr. 
M. however, might have found better 
specimens of Goldsmith's muse than 
those which are presented in this 
Essay. 
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ORIGIN OF TAMING THE SHBE^. 

[/Vo« an Italian Mveiiit.^ 
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THE commentators on Shak- 
q)eare seem puzzled to find the ori« 
g:iD, whence that poet has drawn the 
fiea of his " Taming the Shrew.** 
That other plays had been written 
before, with nearly the same plot, 
their researches have proved* It is 
now some years since I pointed out 
the following story from " Le piacc' 
vole Kotte di Giavano Francesco 
Strafiftarola*^ an Italian novelist, 
which probably furnished the hint of 
one part of ** Taming the Shrew." 

The sage and experienced physi- 
cian, when he discovers a disease in 
the human body, avails himself of 
what seem to him the most proper 
remedies for its immediate cure ; but 
if he wait till the disorder is grown 
old and inveterate, he will find it 
much more difficult, and indeed im- 
practicable ; for which reason, a wise 
and prudent husband should, when 
he marries, check any inclination in 
his wife to a love of dominion ; as 
such an evil propensity, if allowed 
once to take root, he will never be 
able to eradicate, and it will make 
Mm miserable all the rest of his life, 
as was experienced by a soldier of 
whom we have to speak. 

In Cometo, a castle and fortress 
of Tuscany, of the patrimony of St. 
Peter, there were two brothers, who, 
from their youth had entertained the 
strongest regard for each other. One 
vas named Pisardo, the other Silve- 
rio* But although their fraternal 
affection was mutual, they neither 



lodged in one house, nor eat and slept 
together. 

It happened that Silverio, the 
yotingest, without saying a word, to 
6ny of his comrades, except his bro* 
ther, married a tailor's daughter. 
She was handsome and genteel, but 
full of levity, unsteady, and never at 
rest ; fond of holydaymaking, and ex* 
travagant to the highest degree, care- 
less of economy, unwilling to miss 
either feast or procession. In short, 
she was always at the door, the win- 
dow, or in the street. 

When the wedding was over, Sil- 
verio carried his wife home, and be- 
came, anew, so enamoured of her 
beauty and sprightliness, that he pro- 
nounced, that the world did not con- 
tain such another paragon of beauty ; 
and, from the excess of his love, he 
was induced to comply with all her 
wishes, and at length nothing was 
done in his house that Espinela (so 
she was called) did not command. 
Hence she became so absolute a mis- 
tress, and so shameless, at length 
she began to slight her husband, and 
all his affairs ; and the poor man was 
reduced to such subjection, that when 
he desired his servants to do any 
thing, she commanded them to dis- 
obey him. And Silverio,. who only 
saw through Espinela's eyes, instead 
of reproving, or endeavouring to re- 
medy so obstinate an evil, humbly 
resigned the bridle to her, and al- 
lowed her to act according to her own 
&ncy. 
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In less than a year af^er Silverio^ 
marriage, Pisar^o was united to Es* 
pinela's sister, a youn^ girl, named 
Florella, who was neither less hand- 
some^ nor^ess genteel, than her sis- 
ter. The nuptials over, he carried 
her home ; and on the same day, he 
took a pair of very rich velvet breeches 
and two cudgels, and addressed his 
spouse in the following manner: 
*' Florella, my dear, these^ as jrou see 
clearly, are men's breeches. Do you 
take hold of one side of them, and I 
will of the other ; with the other hand 
grasp this cudgel, and I will do the 
same. We will then fight till one is 
ackno>v]edged conqueror. Whoever 
conquers shall be the master, and 
shall wear the breeches. The van- 
quished shall be for life humble, and 
obedient to the victor." 

Florella remained for some time 
motionless, so surprbed was she at 
her husband's strange discourse ; but 
at length, recovering her spirits, of 
which her fright had deprived her, 
she replied: " Alas! my Pisardo, 
what is the meaning of all this ? are 
you not the husband, my lord, and 
master, who has a right to claim 
duty and obedience from me, and all 
my household. I am the wife, obe- 
dient to your will and command. Is 
not the precept and law of our high 
and mighty Creator, consented to by 
all the female race ? How, my lord, 
can 1 act thus? Am I privileged 
above the rest of my sex? Take 
your breeches, then, Pisardo; wear 
them, since they are your's, and it is 
you alone they fit. The fifcld remains 
your's without a combat. I acknow- 
ledge you the conqueror, and myself 
.vanquished. I also acknowledge my- 
self a woman, which name contains 
.all the properties of subjection, and 
I humbly submit myself to you with 
pleasure." 

« Florella," replied Pisardo, " I am 
extremely pleased to find that you 
acknowledge all that I desire of you ; 
but I do not implicitly confide in your 
constancy, since you are, as you say, 
a woman ) which name comprehends 



so many qualities; but I m<M8ey«ili 
not to alter your mind ; if you do not, 
although you have pronused obedi- 
ence, and acknowledged me for your 
master, I will serve you, and treat 
you with the greatest kindness." 

Florella very prudently confirmed 
all that had been said. Her husband 
immediately delivered up to her the 
keys of all his coffers, and gave her 
directions how to mani^e. He then 
said : " Florella, come with me ; I 
wish to show you my horses, that, in 
my absence, you may know how they 
should be treated. When they came 
to the door of the stable, Pisardo said: 
" What do you think, my dear, of my 
horses ? Are they not beautiful end 
kept?" " Indeed," answered she, well 
" they are very fine, and in excellent 
order." " But, observe above all," said 
Pisardo, ** how ready, light, and well 
managed they are ;" and whipping 
first one, then the other, he cried, 
Cross over there ! Come here ! The 
horses, fearful of chastisement, imme- 
diately obeyed their master. Amongst 
these horses Pisardo had one, more 
beautiful to appearance than the 
others ; but so malicious, and so lit- 
tle to be depended upon, that he 
did not value him at all. He went 
up to him, with the whip in hand, 
and slashing him, cried out : Come ; 
stop ; go on ! but the horse, being 
naturally vitious, received blows, and 
returned kicks. Seeing the obstinacy 
of the horse, Pisardo took a cudgel, 
and laid it on him till he fell. When 
he saw him on the ground, he came 
up ta him and said : Get up, Troy : 
but instead of obeying him, the horse, 
in a rage, attacked him in the leg, 
and bit him violently ; upon which 
Pisardo drew his sword, and stab- 
bed him. 

When Florella saw the horse dead; 
melting into tears — Good God ! said 
she, is it possible, Pisardo, you can 
have the heart to kill so fine an ani- 
mal ? Pisardo, stifling the pain occa- 
sioned by the bite, replied : " Know, 
my Florella, that all who eat my 
bread, tnd^dj^^^noy^l^command 
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the»i I-sefve in Ms manner, even 
slKMild I lore and esteem them more 
tban 1 do you.'* This retort grieved 
Florella very much ; and she said to 
hersefT: Alas ! unhappy creature that 
I am, to be united to a man so vio- 
let and so passionate. I thought I 
bad a husband both steady uid pru- 
dent ; but I have bestowed my hand 
on a madman. See, for what a tri- 
fling ofifence, he has killed this beau- 
tiful horse, the best he has. She said 
this, ignorant of the cause that had 
made Pisardo act thus : and ever af- 
ter she trembled, if he evinced the 
smallest sign of displeasure ; so that 
there was nothing to be heard in the 
house but a yes and a no. Perpetual 
concord ! Silverio, who loved his 
brother very much, visited him of- 
ten, and saw the good behaviour 
and virtuous obedience of Florella. 
He reflected within himself, why 
have I not deserved a wife as obe- 
dient as Florella? She governs, 
commands, and directs every thing, 
at the pleasure of her husband. How 
obedient, virtuous, and polite she is 
in every thing she says and does to 
him ! with how much love she serves 
and obeys him I how different from 
my wife i She, on the contrary, is my 
most mortal enemy. 

One day, when the brothers were 
talking together, Silverio said to Pi- 
sardo : " Brother, I have no occasion 
to mention our fraternal aflection, or 
any other preamble. I shall there- 
fore only entreat you, as a brother, 
to tell me how you have managed 
to bring your wife into such good 
order. She is truly a saint- She 
obeys you in every thing ; while Es- 
pinela, my wife, is not to be re- 
strained either by love or fear. She 
answers me ; flies at me ; curses me ; 
in a word, she has her own will in 
every thing.'* 

Pisardo, smiling, gave his brother a 
detail of all his proceedings the day 
that he brought Florella home. This 
plan pleased Silverio so much, that 
he resolved immediately to put it in- 
to execution. Accordingly, as soon 



as he went home^ he called i^ wife, 
and said to her : " Madam, bring out 
of the trunk the best pair of breeches 
I have ; and while she was gone to 
fetch them, he procured two cudgels. 
When Espinela returned : " Heigh 
day !'* cried she, *' what is the mat- 
ter now, Mr. Silverio ? Is the moon 
at the full, or is your judgment in 
the wane ? Are you as mad this week, 
as you were sullen last ? Very well : 
go on : you begin finely. Do not we 
all know that men wear breeches f Is 
that any reason that you should lose 
your senses ?** Silverio answered 
nothing to all this, but proceeded to 
give her orders for the management 
of his house. To which Espinela 
replied, sneeringly: " Do you think, 
•Mr. Silverio, I have liv<*d so long 
without knowing hiiw to manage my 
own house ? I wonder how you dare 
to tutor me at this time of the day V 
Silverio said not a word to all thi8> 
but led her by the hand to his stablesv 
where he acted in the same manner, 
towards one of his best horses, as his 
brother had done, Killing him out- 
right in his wife's presence. At the 
sight of Silverio's rage, Espinela, 
thinking him mad, cried out : '* What, 
have you really had the misfortune 
to lose your senses I What is the 
meaning of all these fine doings, with- 
out rhyme or reason?** " I am not 
mad," replied Silverio, gravely, " nor 
do I act madly ; know madam, and 
be assured, that whoever eats my 
bread, must be obedient to me, or I 
shall serve them thus." " You are to 
be pitied, indeed," rejoined Espi- 
nela, " if you set about reforming 
now-a-days. What did the horse do 
to you, that you should kill it so un- 
reasonably ? Was it not the finest 
horse in the service of the pope ? Do 
not you consider that you have lost 
your horse, your consequence, and 
your peace ? I suppose another day 
you will feel inclined to serve me in 
the same way, if I do not take good 
care to prevent you. But undeceive 
yourself: your madness will avail you 
little. Isee3;c^iy-4^ig9^ftrly; but 
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it is Idl too bte. And now what have 
you got by this fine day's work* 
except reproach to your judf^enty 
shame to your honour^ and the scorn 
of all whos hail hear of your follies V* 
When Siiverio had heard his wife's 
long lecture, and gathered from it 
that there were no signs of amend* 
ment) he determined that since net* 



tber k>Te nor fear could cutb bes prida 
to bear it patiently) till death should 
pul an end to his troubles. Thence- 
forward, the obstinate Espinela be- 
haved worse than erer, as poor Sii- 
verio was obliged to give her liberty 
to do any thing she pleased, to pro- 
cure himself a moment's comfort* 



PLEASURES OF A POLAR WINTER. 



To the Editor of the Literary Panorama. 
Sir, 

THERE are t^vo interesting 
epochs at Petcrsburgh : namely, the 
freezing of the Neva, and the break- 
ing up of the ice. When the former 
takes placC) winttr is considered as a 
delightful season. Communications 
are opened every where ; the roads 
are in fine order ; provisions are 
brought from all parts of the empire 
on sledges, and, in the market, we 
see piles ot hares, moor-game, white 
partridges, geese, turkies, pigs, &c. 
in a frozen state. Sometimes an un- 
fortunate thaw takes place, which be- 
comes a serious calamity to the deal- 
ers, who are obliged, in consequence 
of it, to throw away great quantities 
of provisions. 

The prodigious concourse of car- 
riages and trafneaux [sledge^ gives 
the city a most animated appearance. 
It is more rare in Russia to see a 
horse going a foot's-pace, than in 
Spain to see a mule gallop. The 
Yswosch'tschikfy or traineaux drawn 
by a single horse, are to be met with 
every where. The passenger steps 
into one without any ceremony, the 
coachnlan jumps on his seat, whis- 
tles, calls out gare ! and sets off like 
a shot. You are conveyed from one 
end of the city to the other, with the 
utmost celerity. The costume of the 
coachman is remarkable. He is co- 
vered with a sheep*s skin, or with 
»me coarse stuff, tied with a broad 
woollen girdle. He wears very large 
skin gloves, and a stuffed yellow cap. 
His long beard, covered with hoar 



frost, gives him the jur of winter per- 
sonified. Thus clad, in the most se* 
Tere weather, he waits patiently at 
the comer of a street ; or sleeps on 
the snow, while his horse^ as hardy 
as himself, and whitened by the frost, 
eats his wisp of hay, or his feed of 
oats. The Russian always g^s with 
his breast uncovered. Provided his 
extremities are well clothed, he 
braves the rigour of the season. 

The Russians have always their 
races and games. The race with 
trafneaux is on the Neva; and the 
horse that quickens his pace into a 
gallop loses the race. The games 
consist of raising hills of ice, at a 
great expense on the liver, and great 
quantities of water are thrown on 
them, to render them more slippery. 
Lovers of the sport, then suffer them- 
selves to descend from top to bottom, 
with the greatest rapidity, either on 
skates, or in portable tratneattx. On 
festival days, between twenty and 
thirty thousand spectators assemble^ 
and amuse themselves with simihur 
exercises, more or less extraordinary. 

It is to be observed, that it is not 
the water of the river, which is fro* 
zen. That is prevented by the rapidity 
of its current, notwithstanding the 
severity of a northern winter. The 
masses of Ice descend, ready formed, 
from the lake of Ladoga. They float 
on the river, till they are repelled by 
the waves of the sea ; or, accumula* 
ting at its mouth, they soon form a 
field of solid ice* A London dame 
would shudder at tlie idea of crossings 
a wide river, in a^cat^ge with six 
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ifert'ses, ovet* so fra^lc a substance. 
Eat, on returning from a ball or sup- 
per, wrapped up in a good pelisse, 
and in a warm carriage, we forget 
that we are on the water ; particular^' 
ly, when the ice is covered with snow, 
and the roads are well beaten. When 
winter sets in, the bridges of boats 
are drawn ashore, and there remains 
no other communication across the 
river. The circumstance of passing 
through rows of vessels, which ap- 
pear to be lying on the ice, is remark- 
tkHf striking. Those vessels serve, 
in general, for habitations, and some- 
dmes as a retreat for rogues and 
thieves. If they attack any wander- 
mg passengers, they strip them and 
throw them into the holes in the ice 
made for the washerwomen, or the 
waterH»rriers. 

Without entering into any detail 
lespecting the superb palace of ice 
built on the Neva by the empress 
Anne, I shalf just observe, that an 
UaRan architect, reflecting on the in- 
ten^ty of ice in that country, cmi- 
erived the idea of employing it as a 
faundatioQ for buildings* Many ob- 
servations have proved, that the thaw 

I does not penetrate more than six feet 
below the surface. Icehouses do not 
require even that depth in Russia ; 
eoasequendy cubes of ice would form 
a solid foundation at that depth, which 
would be of great advantage to Pe- 
tersburgh, as it is built on a marshy 
soS and the houses stand on piles. 
The architect could not inspire the 

I proprietor of a house with sufficient 
security to resolve on building it on 
ice ; but he consented to make the 
trial for the portico, and for the wall 
of the court yard, which is twelve 
feet in height. They have stood now 
nearly thirty years, without the least 
damage. 

The Neva is generally frozen over 
at the beginning of November, and 
remidns in that state till about the 

I tnd of April, when it breaks up very 

I suddenly. In a moment we see boats 
rowing where- trafneaux were before 
tmvd^g. A gun-from the fortre^^ 



announces the commotion, and the 
commandfuit, in a superb barge, car- 
ries to the emperour, who, with his 
courtiers, is waiting in the balcony 
of the palace, a bottle of water drawu 
from the middle of the stream, which 
then appears in all its majesty. The 
people hasten to the banks, ravished 
at the sight of that fine river, again 
rolling its waves. The eye rests with 
delight on the vast expanse, surround- 
ed with magnificent palaces, on both 
banks ; superb quays faced with gra- 
nite ; and ships and elegant yachts, 
sailing in all directions. 

To conclude : it has of^en struck 
me, Mr. Elditor, that traineaux^ or 
sledges, might be rendered service- 
able in this country. As soon as any 
quantity of snow has fallen in Ger- 
many, or in other parts of the north 
of Europe, besides the common 
sledges, gentlemen have their cajr- 
riages taken off the wheels and put 
on to a trafneau. This winter,* par- 
tfcularly, when the communication 
was almost totally interrupted in ma^ 
ny parts, surely light sledges might 
have been employed to forward the 
mails. Were I an innkeeper in any 
of the northern counties, I should l>e 
induced to ti'y the experiment, from 
a personal knowledge of the advan- 
ti^es attendant on the use of sledges 
during the winter season on the con- 
tinent. 

Yours, Sec. Viator. 

Our worthy correspondent, will 
excuse the addition of a few words to 
his ingenious communication. We 
understand, that other circumstances 
beside those he has mentioned, con- 
tribute to abate that gloom which we 
attribute to a polar winter. 

After the snows are fallen, the 
state of the atmosphere is commonly 
serene ; and but little troubled by 
storms; neither is it liable to such 
mists and fogs as we are well ac- 
quainted with in London. The cold 
is intense ; but the sensations conse- 
quent on it afe cheerful, invigorating. 
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and rather allied ta hilarity than to 
gufiering, especially after a few days 
continuance of it have somewhat ac- 
customed a person to it. The exer- 
cise that may be taken abroad is more 
than we generally imagine ; and 
those who can skate derive many ad- 
vantages from the frozen waters. 
The natives of Holland^ women as 
well as men, make no difficulty of 
skating twenty miles to market, and 
back again. They go to a distant 
friend's to breakfast) or return in the 
evening on their skates. But, a re- 
markable employment of this mode 
of travelling, is the military expedi- 
tions perfonned on the lakes in Ca- 
nada. It would be thought in En- 
gland a rare spectacle to see a regi- 
ment of soldiers, skating in military 
array : yet this has often been done on 
lake Superiour, at the rate of about 
sixty miles /ler day. When the 
moon shines brightly, this exercise 
is continued; and the brilliancy of 
the lunar rays is by far superiour to 
her general effulgence in our own la- 
titude. She is, indeed, " Regent of 
night." The stars, too, appear more 
numerous, as well as brighter, to the 
naked eye ; and the cerulean heavens 
glow with a more resplendent azure. 
The light of the aurora borealis is 
also extremely vivid, and sufficient 
for the service of travellers. 

But, to enter fully into the enjoy- 
ments of a polar winter, we should 
pass the time with the Finlander in 
his cabin, or the Laplander in his hut. 
Sunk into the ground some feet, by 
way of protection from the penetra- 
ting power of frost ; and presenting 
but a mere conical point to the weight 
of snow, and the power of wind, the 
dwelling bids defiance to the rigour 
of the season : while the family within 
find themselves assembled, and alive 
to social enjoyment. This is the sea- 
son for conversation and intercourse. 
While all abroad is frozen, the mind 



may expand* The parents have laid 
in their stores ; they have made pro* 
vision for the winter's consumption ^ 
the young men, under their direc- 
tion, have set their traps, and they 
tend them, to see, from time to time^ 
what further support they furnish. 
This is, now, their chief occupation ; 
and the rest of their time they spend 
in forming those connexions which 
are hereafter to become their con- 
stant enjoyments. Young women are 
then engaged in kindnesses. The 
fact is, that these people are removed 
from those fascinations by which' the 
desire of accumulation impels natives 
of more temperate climates* They 
value the productions, the naiursil 
productions of their own country: 
these are their wealth. Artificial 
riches, the gains arising from calcu- 
lations, and profits by means of the 
precious metals, they are not,indeed« 
strangers to; but are indiffei^ent about. 
They have, no doubt, among thenH 
different dispositions and characters : 
the worthy and the unworthy, the 
generous and the selfish. They have 
their hard hearts, and their miserly 
spirits. But these, acting within nar- 
row limits, the infelicities they occa- 
sion are narrow also. They show» 
indeed, that under all climates, and 
seasons, man is the cause of his 
own disappointments and vexations. 
Not the circumstances that surround 
him, whether he be placed amid the 
fervent plains of India, the sandy de^ 
sarts of Arabia, die temperate vales 
of Europe, or the snow-clad regions 
of the poles, are to blame. Man is 
not, therefore, either happy or un- 
happy, whether he enjoy the per- 
petual spnng of Quito, the verdant 
summer of Britain, the rich autunui. 
of Italy, or the winter— the long, long 
winter of Lapland, and the Arctick 
circle. They are all equally indifier- 
ent to his real happiness* 
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TOaXSRIBB* 

The following are the Particulars of the Execution of Mary Bateman, and John 

Brown. 



MARY BATEMAN, the aban- 
^ooed creature who was executed, 
was a follower of the principks of 
^anna Sputlicote— only improving^ 
dccepdoQ into robbery, barl)arity, and 
murder, she affected the visions — 
the trances — the thum pings — the se- 
Wid sight of that wretched sect : 
large bodies of ^ whom, from Leeds, 
ailt^Hled the execution, on Monday 
se'nnight ; the more simple part of 
whom imagined that a miracle would 
be W4»rked in her favour, and that she 
Would be saved by the interposition 
of Heaven ! Notwithstanding ail the 
prayers and exhortations of the cler- 
^ytnan, she obstinately persisted in 
denying that she had poisoned the 
woman, for whom she suffered, and 
(Bed extremely hardened and unre- 
paiting*-^Brown, the soldier of the 
York rangers, and who was one of the 
worst looking fellows ever seen, ex- 
pired equally imaffectcd ; denying, 
to the last, the muider he had before 
confessed, and which was clearly 
proved on his trial 1 At eleven o'clock, 
these two culprits were brought on 
the scaffold, and after praying a short 
time with the ordinary, were con- 
ducted to the drop, and were launch- 
ed, by the instantaneous falling of 
it, into that state where repentance 
comes too late. It is a curious matter 
testate, that so ingrained and assi- 
lailated to her disposition had become 
Mary Bateman's taste for plunder 
uid witchcraft, that from the poor 
woman who had attended on herself 
and child in the prison, she con- 
tttfed to steal a guinea, by telUng the 
woman's fortune, and making the 



stars favourable to her in a sweet- 
heart* She carried on this relit^ioua 
mummery to the last. It is a dread- 
ful thought, that this wretch, by the 
same means, and by a complete 
knowledge of poisons* had before 
destroyed the lives of two innocenti 
women, whom 8*^e robbed of every 
thing they had j and that had Perigo 
died as well as his wife, this would 
have been the fourth life a victim to 
her infernal arts. 

The child, which had been suck- 
ing, for a year past, at her breast, 
was taken from her some little time 
before her execution- Strange to tell! 
she gave it up without a pang — She 
parted from it without one tmolion ! 
— Brown was given to be dissected 
and anatomized at York : and Mary 
Bateman conveyed in a cart to the 
infirmary at Leeds. Tlie road from 
York to Leeds, on Monday, was 
thronged the whole of the afternoon 
with foot passcngeis, horses, and gig* 
returning from the execution ; and 
notwithstanding the lateness of th& 
hour, eleven in the evening, when 
the cart, with her body approached 
the town, it was met by a numbec 
of people. On the following day, 
Tuesday, the body was exhibited in 
the surgeon's room at the infirmary, 
at Zd* each person, and an immense 
number of people were admitted to 
view her remains ; the greater part 
of whom evinced predominant super- 
stition, by touching part of the body 
before they left the room, to prevent 
her terrifick interference with their 
nocturnal dreams. 

Atiril^ 1809. 
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THE LATE GENERAL PAOLI. 



^' Questo g^^pd'uomo roanckto 

STGNOR PASQU ALE PAOLI 

^vas bom at Roslino, in the island of 
Corsica (as would appear from a va- 
riety of circumstances) in the year 
ir26. He was the second son of 
Hiacinte Paoli, who had always been 
attached to the popular cause ; and 
consequently was a sworn enemy to 
the Genoese ; for they had attempted 
to siibjujT^ate his native country, both 
by fraud and by arms ; and, instead 
of endeavouring to acquire the at- 
tachment of the nation, had planted 
the seeds of an unconquerable hatred, 
by their rapaciousness, their crueltyi 
and their injustice. Uniting a narrow, 
commercial jealousy with a fondness 
for fiscal tyranny, a capitation, a tithe, 
and a hearth-tax, three of the most 
odious imposts that could be devised, 
were levied with an uncommon de- 
gree of strictness, and that loo on a 
nation totally devoid of wealth ; while 
they were, at the same time, desti- 
tute of the means of supporting their 
new burthens, by being deprived of 
trade and manufactures. But this 
was not all ; for the poor Genoese 
nobles, who had modestly appended 
the rciml crown of Corsicat to the 
arms of the republick, were sent over, 
from time to time, to enrich them- 
selves with the spoils of an impove- 
rished people ; and like the BailUa of 
Switzerland, pay their debts, and re- 
deem their castles, by means of every 
species of oppression. 

An avenger was at length found, 
in the person of Sampiero, a native 
Corsican, who had obtained the rank 

• A Corsican proverb, .applied to Paoli 
In- his coiintr}men. 

f TIjc bank of St. George had a much 
better claim to tiic honour of emblazoning 
a crown on its paper money, as it actually 
advanced the wJiole of tlie treasure for 
lue extinction of certain claims on the 
part of the kings of Naples and Aragon» 
and received in rctni-n tlic island of Cor- 
sica, by way of mortsgage. 



per Dio a liberare la Fatria,"* 

of colonel in the service of the kin{^ 
of France ; but who was pubtickly 
poniarded in the midst of his follo\r- 
ers, by a Genoese. The assassin ha- 
ving been cut in pieces by the indig- 
nant multitude, the senate decreed 
that the expenses of a funeral cere- 
mony should be defrayed by the pub- 
lick ; and at the same time proposed^ 
that a statue should be erected to his 
honour in the hall of the ducal palacci' 
by the side of that of JAndrew Do- 
ria! 

In 1725, the Genoese having in- 
sisted that, instead of tithcB in kincfl 
the full value in money should be 
paid by the islanders, a new revolt 
broke out, and the standard of liberty 
was once more unfurled by those 
hardy islanders. On this, the pre- 
tensions of their oppressors, instead 
of being diminished, were increased- 
They insisted that all the commodities 
of the country should be sold to them 
alone. They seized on a lake for their 
own use, called stagno dz Diana ; the 
waters of which were converted into 
salt by the rays of the sun, while the 
families of the Ciaccaldi and Rafiaelli 
were deprived of their estates, iit 
consequence of the most frivolous 
pretexts. 

On this, Pompiliani and Fabio Fi- 
linghieri were elected the leaders of 
the insurgents ; and, although the 
latter was put to death by the poniar^ 
a new war was prevented only by the 
intervention of the emperour in 1732^ 
who had sent prince Louis of Wir- 
temberg to Corsica, with a body of 
6000 men, to the assistance of the 
republick. 

Notwithstanding the concordat that 
followed, the Genoese governed with 
their usual injustice, and the Corsi- 
cans obeyed with the same reluctance 

I It may not be unnecessary to observe 
in this place, that the memoiy of this 
great man was never disgraced by giving^ 
him on assassin for a^colleai:uev 

Digitized by VjUOVLC 



MEMOIRS OF THE LATE GENERAL PAQLl 



lap 



^» before. In a short time after, the 
former havincr found means to seize 
on and imprison those whom they 
termed the ringleaders during the 
late insurrection, a new war broke 
forth in consequence of so gross a 
breach of faith. 

This event gave birth to the pro- 
jects of Anthony, baron de Neuhoif, 
one of the most extraordinary men 
recorded in history. After having 
studied politicks under the celebrated 
Swedish minister^ baron Goertz, and 
served during sforae time along with 
that great warriour, Charles XI L he 
entered into the service of the empe- 
rour ; resided during a short penod 
at Florence, in the capacity of his 
imperial majesty's minister ; and ha- 
ving received an offer of the crown of 
Corsica, provided he would place 
I himself at the head of the insurgents, 
|. he accordingly repaired to Aleria, on 
board a vessel mounting 24 guns, and 
carrying an English flag. Soon after 
this (in March, 1736) he was con- 
ducted to Corte, the capital of this 
idand ; and, in a general assembly of 
the inhabitants, was immediately 
elected 'king of Corsica and Capraja, 
under the name of Theodore !• 

But, as the natives have ever been 
impatient of supetiority, they soon 
became to the full as tired of their 
new sovereign then, as they were of 
the English about half a century af- 
terwards ; and both were accordingly 
•bliged to abdicate. The retreat of 
the former, however, must be allow- 
ed to have been more honourable, as 
his majesty, king Theodore, withdrew 
for the express p'lirpose of obtaining 
sapplies, after having convoked a 
emmitay in which he took a solemn 
and publick leave of the nation. He 
also established a regency, and, by an 
edict published at Sartene, conferred 
the provisional government on twenty- 

• Theodore I. coined money, establish- 
ed laws, instituted the Order of Deliver- 
ance, and created a number of nobles, 
I among whom was the father of Paoli, who 
obtained the dig^ty of a marqiis^ and Hie 
post of grand treasurer. 



eight nobles, at the head of whom 
we find the marquis Hiacinle de 
Paoli, with the rank of marshal ge- 
neral. 

Soon after this, the king of France 
ordered a body of men, under general 
de Maillebois, to land in Corsica, for 
the express purpose of assisting the 
Genoese. But as the natives were in 
no small degree formidable, this com- 
mander offered his mediation. It 
however was refused on the part of 
the marquis de Paoli, but accepted 
by his countrymen. On this, he im- 
mediately left his native island, in 
company with his two sons, and re- 
paired to the continent. Having ob- 
tained the countenance of one of the 
neighbouring princes, into whose 
service (we believe) he entered, Hia- 
cinte settled at Naples. While therq, 
he soon perceived the seeds of extra- 
ordinary talents in his second son, 
Pasquale ; and being determined to 
bestow a good education on him, he 
placed his favourite child under the 
Jesuits, then esteemed the best mas- 
ters in Europe. Thus confided to 
their tuition, he attained an extraor- 
dinary degree of proficiency in the 
learned languages. Active, sober, 
never indulging idleness, or aban- 
doning either his mind or body to the 
grosser pleasures of sensuality, he, 
at an early period of life, conceived 
the bold idea of placing himself at 
the head of his nation* and becoming 
its deliverer. Meanwhile, he was 
introduced at court, obtained a com- 
mission in the service of Naples, and 
endeavoured to make himself ac- 
quainted with the art of war. 

At an early period of his life, he 
displayed a lofty port, and exhibited 
what he himself was pleased to term 

" Una supcrbia indicibile." 
His mind, at the same time, be- 
came deeply imbued with all the an- 
cient precepts relative to liberty ; 
and when spoken to respecting the 
dangers that must be necessarily en- 
countered in attempting to enfran- 
^ise his country, he was accustomed 
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fb repTf by meaM of a line from 
VirKil : 

** VincU amor patriae laudumque immenss 
ciipido." 
Meanwhile, his father, who appears 
to have been a man of talents,* 
brought him up with the most noble 
notions, and carefully inculcated the 
practice of all the heroick virtnes. In 
addition to this, his own mind being 
filled with important objects, his pas* 
sions, instead of being wasted in igno* 
ble pursuits, were occupied solely 
vith important objects. Accustomed 
to contemplate and to reason on the 
practices of former limes, he took 
part with the stoicks in preference to 
the epicureans and was eager to re- 
mark, " that while the former had 
produced but one great ttian, the other 
could boast of a multitude.**t 
'* Hi mort-s, hac duri immota Catonis 
Sect.i fait, servare modum, finemque le- 

nere, 
Nutiiramquc sequi, patriacque impendcrc 

>il.ini, 
Ncc sibi scd toti gcnilum se credere 

mundo.** 

Liican. Pfiavsaf. lib. ii I 380. 

At length the lime arrived when 
Paoli was to carry his schemes into 
exeniuon. He dccordini^ly took leave 
of hi- f tv r, who, after embracing 
him with aflTection, expressed liimself 
as follows : 

" My (iear son, I may possibly 
never bee yc! airain ; but in imagina- 
tion, I shall ever attend on your foot- 
steps. Your design is great and no- 
ble, and I aoubt rot but God will bless 
and assist you in it. The little which 
remains to me of life," adds the 
hoary chief, *' I shall consecrate to 
your cause, by offering up my pray- 

* There is a sonnctto still in existence 
written by Hiacinte Puoli to celebrate the 
exploits of liis colleague, general (iialVeri, 
who afterwards i-etired, Tike himself, to 
Naples, dunnpT tlie siege of Cordonc. It 
begins with the two following lines : 
" A coi'onar I'Lroc di Cirno invitto, 
Morte descenda c se Tnchini il fato, &c." 

t A Tour to Corsica, by James Bos well, 
lEiaq. p. 304 



ers and supplications 40 heaven An* 
your prosperity and prt)tection/* 

Having repaired to his native islatnd, 
4ie found a sudden change in respeot 
to the difference of manners. For 
the people there were still rude, un- 
couth, and, in some respects, savage- 
They seemed, however, admirably 
fitted for war ; and exhibited, at thcf 
same time, a steady determination 
either to recover their lost indepen* 
dence, or perish in the attempt. 

As it was impossible, on account of 
his extreme youth, that he should 
all at once aspire to the honour of 
being one of the chiefs of his nation, 
Paoli officiated for a considerable 
time as secretary to CafTori, a phy- 
sician, who happened to be one of 
his own kinsmen, and who was at 
this period at the head of the mal- 
contents. At length, on the assassi- 
nation of that leader, he presented 
himself as his successour ; but he 
was opposed by signor Matra, the 
son of a marquis of the same namey 
who, like Paoli*s own father, had been 
attached to the popular cause, and 
formed, in conjunction with him, one 
of the council of regency. Being a 
man of noble sentiments, and uniting 
the patriot and the warriour in his 
own person, he formed a formidable 
rival to Pasquale ; and the adherents 
of both pmrties having armed on the 
occasion, the Paolists were defeated, 
and obliged, with their chief, to take 
refuge iri a convent, where they were 
closely blockaded. But Matra soon 
after experienced the same tragical 
end as his two predecessors, Sam- 
pieri and CaflFori. t)n this, his com- 
petitor was immediately liberated 
from his confinement, and publickly 
canvassed for the chieftainship, now- 
become once more vacant. 

Paoli appears to have been formed 
by nature to attain the hearts and 
suffrages of his countrymen ; for his 
deportment was grave and prudent, 
and his judgment was matured by 
reflection rather than by age, whHe 
his patriotism was unquestioned^ and 
his eloquei^,,|HJpfri0^i)^ that of- 
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way of his rivals. He iras accoixling*^ 
ly unanimously chosen gemraiuamo^ 
in a full assembly of the people^ 
when he had attained but the 39th 
year of his age. This joyful event 
was immediately announced, by 
means of a proclamation, ^^ in the 
Dame of the supreme and general 
touncil of Corsica, addressed to the 
Wloved people of that nation," dated 
lirom St. Antonio of the White House^ 
July 15, i755. It was there stated, 
•* that having determined on the elec- 
tion of one political and general chief, 
^e voices had been un^imous in fa* 
Tour of Pasquale Puoli, a man whose 
virtues and abilities rendered him 
particularly worthy. He had ex- 
pressed great reluctance,'* it was 
added, " to accept of the command, 
hm had at length been prevailed upon 
to take upon himself the governmt^nt ; 
in the conduct of which he was to 
be assisted by two counsellors of 
state, and one of the most reputable 
persons from each district, all of 
whom were to be changed once a 
month/' 

Paoli was acconlingly intrusted 
with the sole management of publick 
affairs, both civil and military, and 
soon obtained such an ascendency 
over the minds of the people, that 
tbey implicitly assented to every 
thing proposed in his name. As 
fais patrimony* was extremely slen- 
der, it became absolutely necessary 
that he should obtain a settled reve* 
Dae. His expenses were accordingly 
provided for, by means of an annual 
tax, called '' lifiane del generaleJ^* 

The situation of the island, in re* 
spcct to its internal government, 
being very unpromising, this chief 
new modelled the laws, discouraged 
assassinations, imported arms, and 
established the appearance, if not 
reality, of suborcUnation. In addi- 
tion to all this, he instituted schools, 
erected a university at Corte, and 

• It consisted solely, as has been con- 
fidently said, of a house and garden at 
Hostino, the plac^ qf Yp& birth^. 



actually laid the foundation of a ma- 
ritime power ; or, at least, what was 
considered as such in that part of the 
Mediterranean, although it only con- 
sisted, in 1760, of a few feluccas^ 
tinder the command of count Perys, 
who was henceforward designated 
under the pompous title of high ad- 
mii*al of Corsica. 

In 1761, the doge and senate of 
Genoa, perceiving the change lately 
effected among the natives, by the 
good conduct df one man, sent a de-> 
putation to a general conmdta^ con- 
voked at Vescovato, for the expi^ss 
purpose of proposing terms of ac- 
commodation ; but as the pulse of 
liberty now beat high, it was uhani* 
mously resolved never to make any 
peace with the enemy, unless on the 
express condition of Corsica being 
guarantied in the full enjoyment of 
its independence. A memorial to the 
same effect was also addressed, at the 
same time, to all the sovereigns of 
Europe. 

At length, in 1768, this petty and 
tyrannical republick, being now in 
despair of ever bending the Corsicans 
again to its yoke, actually determined 
to dispose of the island to the best 
bidder. Accordingly, the sovereignty 
was ti'ansferred to France (at least, 
so far as such a transfer can be es- 
teemed legal) for the sum of forty 
millions of livrcs, a large portion of 
which was, however, deducted as an 
antecedent debt. 

But Paoli, although greatly alarm- 
ed, was not utterly dismayed by this 
cession. On the contrary, he aroused 
and prepared the spirit of his follow- 
ers for a fresh contention, and anima* 
ted them to persevere, with additional 
zeal, in the defence of their liberties 
and independence against all opposers* 
He, at the same time, solemnly pro- 
mised never to abandon the cause ; 
but either to triumph or fall at the 
head of his countrymen ! 

This heroick resolution, coupled 
with the justice of the cause in which 
he had embarked, obtained for him 
the esteem aiM|,^fg|^p!f^ry lover 
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ot hornanky throuf^hout Europe. He 
had already added to his reputation 
by driving the Genoese from the open 
country ; shutting them up in the 
maritime towns; and besieging the 
city of St. Fiorenzo ; which he was 
only prevented from taking posses- 
eion of by the ignorance of his coun- 
trymen in respect to the attack of 
fortified places, as well as the total 
want of cannon of every description, 
without which it was utterly impos- 
sible to make any impression on a 
town defended according to the mo- 
dern rules of war. 

But the situation of these brave 
islanders was soon altei-ed for the 
worse, as *M. de Marboeuf, an officer 
of considerable talents, had landed 
with six battalions, in 1764. But yet 
Paoli was still considered, by all par- 
tiesy as the legitimate chief, and it 
was not until some time after, that a 
new war, and that too with such a 
powerful monarchy as France, be- 
came inevitable. 

Meanwhile, the people of England, 
always impressed with noble ideas in 
behalf of freedom, began to conceive 
a high notion of the inhabitants of 
Coi*sica, and to feel a generous wish 
to serve them. This passion was not 
a little inflamed by the writings of a 
young Scotchman,! who had been 
induced to visit that island in 1765, 
without any other intixxiuction than 
a letter from the celebi-aled author of 
the Social Contract. 

By this means he obtained an in- 
troduction to Paoli, whom he de- 
scribes as follows: ^' I found him 
alone, and was struck with his ap- 

• M. de Marboeuf was much beloved by 
the natives. It was he, indeed, wlio pro- 
tected the family of Buonaparte; and 
being very much attached, as has been 
said, to his mother, obtained leave for 
kirn, during the reign of Louis XV. to be 
sent to i^Ecole ^filitaire. 

f The late Mr. Boswell, son of lord 
Auchinlcck^ one of tl)e lords of session, a 
jftntleman who seems to have begun the 
world as a speculative whig, ond to have 
#lKl''d it a^ :* practif-nl toi-v. 



pearance. He is tall, strong, ahd 
well made ; of a fair complexion, a 
sensible, free, and open countenance, 
and a manly and open carriage. He 
was then in his fortieth year. He 
was dressed in green and gold. He 
used to wear the common Corsican 
habit ; but, on the arrival of th« 
French, he thought a little external 
elegance might be of use, to make 
the government appear in a more re- 
spectable light. 

" He asked me, what were my 
commands for him ? I presented him 
a letter from count Rivarola ; and 
when he had read it, I showed him 
my letter from Rousseau. He was 
polite, but very reserved. I had stood 
in the presence of many a prince ; 
but I never had such a trial as in the 
presence of Paoli. I have already- 
said, that he is a great physiognomist. 
In consequence of his being in conti- 
nual danger, from treachery and as- 
sassination, he has formed a habit of 
studiously observing every new face. 
For ten minutes we walked back- 
wards and forwards through the 
room, hardly saying a word, while 
he looked at me with a stedfast, keen, 
and penetrating eye, as if he searched 
my very soul. 

" This interview was for a while 
very severe upon me. I was very 
much relieved when his reserve 
wore off, and he began to speak more. 
I then ventured to address him with 
this compliment to the Corsicans. 
* Sir, I am upon my travels, and have 
lately visited Rome. I am come 
from seeing the ruins of one brave 
and free people : I now see the rise 
of another." 

This event, trifling as it may ap- 
pear, tended not a little, in conse- 
quence of the policy of Paoli, to raise 
him in the estimation of his own 
countrymen, and even of the neigh- 
bouring states. Boswell was imme- 
diately lodged in the house of signer 
Colon na, the lord of the manor, and 
visited by all the nobility. And when- 
ever he chose to survey the countryi 
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^a altsuled hj a party of soldienu 

^ One day," says he, " when I rode 
out» I was mounted on Paoli's own 
horse, with rich furniture of crimson 
relvet, with broad gold lace, and had 
my guards marching along with me. 
I allowed myself to indulge a mo- 
mentary pride in the parade ; as I was 
curious to experience whut could 
really be the pleasure of state and 
distinction, with which mankind are 
so strangely intoxicated/' It was 
easy to countenance, or even to ori- 
^ate, the report that a gentleman, 
wliose zeal alone carried him into the 
Wilds of Corsica, had been sent thi- 
ther on a secret mission ; and the 
« jfmdaaciadore Ingleacy*' by means 
of the Avignon Gazette, was soon in- 
troduced to the notice of all the peo- 
ple of Europe. 

While Paoli was thus flattering^ the 
Tanity of his countrymen, and con- 
solidating his own power, the con- 
quest of the whole island seems to 
have been meditated by the court 
of France. Louis XV^. an indolent 
and voluptuous prince, addicted to- 
tbe loosest pleasures, and regulated 
by the will of his mistresses and his 
ministers, was prevailed upon to make 
the attempt in 1768. M. de Chauve- 
liD, one of his fsivourites, and the 
father of that ambassadour whom we 
have seen at our own court, as the 
representative of Louis XVI. was 
accordingly nominated to the com- 
mand of the expedition* 

The army destined for the acqui* 
lition of the poor, barren, and deso- 
late island of Corsica, was composed 
of sixteen battalions and two legions, 
amounting in all to about 500Q men. 
These were to be supported by a 
squadron, consisting of two sail of the 
Jinc, two frigates, six armed brigan- 
lines, a number of transports, &c. It 
was evidently the interest of the En- 
glish nation to have prevented this ac- 
quisition on the part of Fi-ance : but a 
9ecre4 understanding appears, at that 
time, to have subsisted between the 
XWo courts, and a spirit of compliance 
aciually evinecfl itself on this occa- 



rion that canaol be accountod for oc^ 

any honourable principle. Lord Chat-^ 
ham did not, at that humiliating^ 
period, preside in the councils oi ihc 
nation : yet we have always uuder- 
^tocd, that the late marquis of Lans- 
downe, then earl of Shelburn, object- 
ed to the taraeness with which such. 
an insult was born, and that he actu- 
ally resigned the important office 
then held by him, in consequence 
of it. 

fie this as it may, a furious war 
ensued between France and Corsica ; 
in which numbers, military science, 
money, and discipline, were on one 
side ; and on the other, an almost 
unarmed multitude, enthusiasm, bra- 
very, and a good cause. 

As the Corsicans were unprovided 
with artillery, and even with bayo- 
nets, and combated individually i*a- 
ther than in regular masses, it would 
have been highly impolitick for theni 
to have encountered the French ivt 
the plain, and thus placed the fate of 
their country on the issue of a pitch- 
ed battle. On the contrary, it was 
their interest to prolong the war, in 
order to give time for the interven- 
tion of the neutral powers. Paoli^ 
therefore, posted his troops on the 
heights of Nebbio, de la Groce, and 
St. Antonio, where they remained 
firm ; hoping, in a mountainous war* 
fare, to be able to contend with less 
inequality than in the low country« 
They were obliged, however, after 
repeated charges, to retire before the 
veteran troops of France, who acted 
in concert, and possessed a variety of 
advantages. 

On this, the islanders withdrew 
behind the Guolo ; but not until they 
had already exhibited such a speci- 
men of their bravery, thai, instead of 
pursuing the enemy, Chauvelin found 
it absolutely necessary to draw reen- 
forcements from his own coast. 

In the course of a short period, 
the tide of war turned against the in-^ 
vaders ; and the Corsicans (who had 
hitherto acted on the defensive) at 
lenj;th became the assailants. IMan\ 
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officers di8tirqe;mahed ttemseires en 

this occasion, particularly Cleihente 
Paoli, the elder brother of the gene- 
ral. He was a singular man, who 
united the most exemplary deference 
to the superstitions of the church, 
with a ^ssionate attachment to the 
profession of arms, and led the life 
of a monk, when he did not act in 
the capacity of a warriour. Per- 
ceiving that a considerable body of 
French troops, with the usual auda- 
city of that nation, had penetrated 
into the Pieva, or distiict of Casinca, 
he called on the natives to rise in a 
body ; and having assembled four or 
five thousand of them, he attacked 
the enemy ; forced the post of La 
/'«!/fl/ obliged the foe to recross the 
river ; and actually drove them before 
him to J^Qtre Dame dell* Orto. But 
this was not all ; for no sooner had 
his success been made generally 
known, than the detached camp of 
St. Nicholas was attacked by mul- 
titudes of armed men, and gene- 
ral Grandmaison, who commanded 
there, was obliged to fall back to 
Oletta. The town of Borgo was 
tlie next object, on which the con- 
querors fixed their artentiofi; and 
although utterly unacquainted with 
both the art and the means of attack- 
ing fortified stations, they found 
means to penetrate into the place, 
and make a lodgment there. 

On this M. de Chauvelin resolved 
to advance in person, with the main 
lx)dy of the army, while Paoli, being 
encouraged by the recent conduct of 
his troops, determined to give him 
battle. An action accordingly took 
place on the filth of September, 1768; 
for the French having advanced in 
three separate columns, hoping by- 
means of a combined movement, to 
carr>' every thing before them, the 
Corsicansjas usual, placed themselves 
in ambush, and, as they fired with 
all the certainty of American rifle- 
men, they of course made a great 
slaughter. Of three hundred of the 
garrison of Borgo, who sallied out 
iiuruig the fight, o»€ irtan only rc- 



torned dive ; aad that plKs wm «^ 
cordingly obliged to surrender next 
day. 

After this the French general re- 
tired first to Bastia. and then to Ver- 
sailles, chagrined to behold some of 
the best troops of France circumvent- 
ed, defeated, and killed, by a body 
of mountaineers, headed by a general 
who was acquainted with the theory 
of war alone, and had never, untU 
now, beheld an en^gement. The 
conclusion of the campaign of 1768, 
so disgraceful to the French army, 
and so honourable to its enemies^ 
afforded a fair opportunity for the 
intervention of the maritime powers# 
But as M. de Choiseul, at that time 
minister to Louis XV. was but to« 
well acquainted with the dispositioa 
of the British cabinet, which could 
alone have animated the allied courts 
into action, he determined to send 
powerful reenforcements to Corsi- 
ca. These consisted of twenty bat- 
talions, two legions, and twelve hun- 
dred mules; and the command of 
ithe whole was intrusted to the count 
de Vaux. 

This officer unfortunately happen* 
ed not only to be brave and active, 
but also to possess a mind well ac- 
quainted with all the resources of 
war. lie himself was £amiliar with 
the scene of action, and well aware of 
all the feults committed by his pre- 
decessor, who had escaped from dis- 
grace, and even from punishment, on- 
ly by the personal attachment and re* 
gard of the monarch, in whose de- 
baucheries he had foi* many years 
particiimted. 

The new commander in chief, fear- 
ing, above all things, lest the war 
should be protracted, determined to 
divide his army into two columns, of 
about twelve battalions each, and by 
one grai^d movement put an end to 
the contest, by the complete subjuga- 
tion of the whole island of Corsica*. 
Paoli, from this moment, foresaw that 
his country must not only be over- 
run, but conquered. He, however, 
def<^od<^ th&» bridge of Guolo, aQ$ 

Digitized by ^UU^lC 



MEMoiii tat TVB, van wnerai. paoli 



1S» 



bb degree of obaiinacy ; after whicbi 
ke retired with about six thousand 
BMO Id the top of a moiuitaiDf sor* 
noulited vith a Turkish mosque, 
ori^uudly built by the Saracens^ and 
nice converted into a Christian 
cbarch, dedicated to St. Peter. As 
tbis commanded the four adjacent 
vi^ya, and was considered as the 
teat and chief defence of the island, 
fVMf tkdng depended on keeping 
pqpcssioD of it* But the Corsicans 
wijlpe equally overpowered by nmn* 
bei^and by skill ; and fifteen hundred 
sT&em having been nearly cut off, in 
an attempt against the French army 
at Ponte Nuovo, the final subjugation 
oCthe natives was now unhappUy ac- 
«mpfoh0ck 

Damourier, who served on this oc* 
ctaion, with the rank of adjutant ^e* 
Bfirsl, ia liberal eaough, in the Me* 
■oira of his own Life, to pay the 
highest complimenu both to the Cor* 
licans taa/A their chief. In respect to 
\kt former, he observes as follows : 

" It is astonishing, that this hand- 
fsl of islanders, destitute of artillery, 
iiMtificaiioiis, magazines, and money, 
stMMildhave kept France at bay during 
two campaagns, although she had no 
otker enemies to cope with. But li- 
b«f^ doubles the valour and strength 
of nan." 

^ Paoli,*' says he, in another place, 
^1^ rendered his name illustrious, 
ia consequence of the vigour with 
which he supported the cause of pub«* 
fick liberty among the Corsicans ; but 
a troth, it was a little at the expense 
of their jbdividual freedom* In the 
csaiae oif this war, he displayed great 
genius, and a noble consistency. Had 
ha becA endowed with military ta- 
kats ; had he known how to have in* 
saructed his countrymen in that spa- 
des of hostility best suited to the na- 
taial bent of their genius, he would 
have destroyed our little army in 
ir68, and d^ne ua much more harm^ 
than we experienced in 1769." 

This celebrated chief had the good 
Mttiie 10 esci^ durinjl the geneml 
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oae&siao, wioh the lees of luslaita«rir 

and bis baggage. Having with some 
difficulty assembled a few of his fulth* 
ful followers, among whom was his 
own brother he repaired to the sea- 
side, and being accompanied by these 
on board an armed vessel, bearing 
the English flag, which had been pro- 
vided fbr his reception, he was landed 
in Italy. 

After remaining a short time at 
Leg;hom, he repaired to England, 
where he had many friends and ad- 
mirers. Indeedtit was but a few days 
before his final retreat, that he had 
received a liberal subscription, from 
a number of private individuals, for 
the express purpose of enabling him 
to continue the war against France.* 

Immediately on his arrival, the pa- 
triots, at the eastern extremity of the 
metropolis transmitted a formal invi^ 
tation to the general, to repair to the 
city, where an entertainment had 
been provided for him. Alderman 
Beckford, Mrs. Macaulay, alderman 
Fecothick, and a number of his 
friends and admirers were all present 
on this occasion, and expected his 
appearance with impatience : but the 
generalyhaving received an intimation 
from the patriots of the west end of 
the town, that his presence would 
give offence to the court, he felt him- 
self suddenly indi^/i09edj and sent his 
secretary with an excuse. 

Meanwhile Paoli was presented to 
his majesty, at St. James's, and most 
graciously received- He was at the 
same time gratified witli a pension! 
for himself, while a liberal provision 
was made for his brother, signor Cle- 
mente Paoli, and also for his nephe w^ 
signor Barbaggio, the latter of whom 
had accompanied him to England, 
while the former resided in Italy. 

From this time forward, the ex- 
general remained chiefly in London, 
leading the quiet life of a private gen- 

* The aldermen Beckford and Feco- 
thicky together with Samuel Vaughan, 
esq. were the trustees. 

t Twelve huodxed pounds per arniom. 
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tleman, keeping a hotpttaible tablet 
a carriage) and every thing appertain- 
ing to a man of fortune. Having 
been waited upon» soon after his arri« 
val, by Mr. Boswell, the latter pre* 
sented Dr. Johnson to him» on the 
10th d^ of October, 1769. « They 
met with a manly ease/* says Mr. B.* 
" mutually conscious of their own 
abilities, and of the abilities of each 
other. The general spoke Italiany 
and Dr. Johnson English, and un- 
derstood one another very well, with 
a little aid of interpretation from me^ 
in which I compared myself to an 
isthmus, that joins two great conti- 
nents." 

During the space of twenty -three 
years, Paoli enjoyed an honourable 
and secure asylum in Great Britain, 
where he, of course, expected to end 
his days. But the extraordinary 
events of the French revolution at 
length induced him to embark anew 
in the storms of civil strife* 

No sooner had the constituting as- 
sembly proclaimed liberty to the na- 
tion, than the fate of Corsica appeared 
jbo be meliorated, and a people so long 
oppressed, received a glimpse of free- 
dom. On perceiving that hi^ native 
country had become one of the de- 
partments of France, her ancient 
chief transmitted a letter to his fel- 
.low citizens, in wliich he expressed 
his congratulations on this event, but 
lamented, at the same time, that he 
could not rejoin them consistently 
with his gratitude and attachment to 
the British nation. 

Notwithstanding this, he took leave 
of his friends here, and repaired to 
Paris in 1793; having been well re* 
ctived by the party then in power, he 
pronounced a speech at the bar of 
the assembly, in which he observed, 
" that after a painful exile of more 
than twenty years, he now rejoiced 
to behold his country restored to the 
possession of her rights and privi- 
leges, by the generosity of the French 

* Life of Samuel Johnson, L. L. D. vol. 
11. p. 76. 



nation.'* He, at the saiRe tine^i 
pressed his readiness '^ to coDtHbutef 
as much as it was in his power, t« 
the happiResa of his fellow dtisetMi." 

These sentiments being l^i^My 
popular at that period, experienoed 
general applause ; and Paoli liaving 
taken the oath of fidelity in i^e i»sx 
of the nation, was thus enabled to re« 
instate himself in ail his fornix 
pow«r and authority. Soon after thi^ 
he embarked for Corsica, where ^fae 
was received with an extraordii 
degree of aUachment and respects 
consequence of this, he was elec 
mayor of Bastia, commander in cli 
of the national guard, an4 president 
of the department. In fine, he soon 
acquired more authority in the island 
than before its subju^tion by the 
French. 

Notwithstanding this, he appears 
to have been still amlHtious of its en* 
tire independence, and an epoch soon 
arrived, when he imagined that so 
desirable an event might be effected 
with impunity. This was the execu- 
tion of Louis XV L which divided 
the French nation into two parties, 
rendered a civil war exceedingly pro- 
bable, and animated the enennes of 
the new republick with new hopes* 

The convention having been in- 
formed of his secret practices, imme- 
diately issued orders to Paoh, to re* 
pair to their bar, and defend himself 
against the accusations of hia ene- 
mies : but he pleaded his age and in^ 
firmities, with a view of gaining time, 
and assured that assembly he^ wotM 
never be found defective in respect t« 
his duty* To a second decife, more 
peremptory than the first, he replied 
in a dilferent manner, and with more 
frankness: after which he repaired 
CO Corte, the ancient capital, situate 
in the centre of the island, where, 
surrounded by his friends and adhe- 
rents, he laughed at the proclamation 
which had been issued, declaring htm 
a traitor, and setting a price on his 
head. 

On this occasion, however, a nu 
ber of the most powerful fa; 
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toskm doehred ap^inst him; and 
S^edy Arena, Gentili, Casa Bianc% 
Idgether with many of those who had 
sworn fidelity to the new constitu- 
don^ and Kke himself subscribed the 
Gtfkk oath, pubHckly declared, that 
tbey could not assist in subverting 
tbote regulations, in favour of which 
they bad taken so solemn a vow, in 
the &ce of Heaven and of mankind. 
On the other hand, the whole body 
dNhe clergy, disgusted at the late 
idigrms, which had deprived them of 
a^ge portion of their revenues, 
llpd With their ancient chief; and 
to- these adhored all such as were 
eminently devoted to the church of 
Rome, a numerous and powerful 
dass of men, who assumed to them- 
aelves the appellation of the eacred 
hand. But as Paoli knew from long 
experience, that it was impossible to 
Rsist the power of France, alone and 
uosupported, he determined to call in 
the a&siatance of England, which at 
this period occupied Toulon, and 
vaged war, with a degree of vigour 
and of bitterness, hitherto unexam* 
[^ in the annals of that kingdom. 
He accordingly invited the British 
adfluraly* who had been recently foil- 
ed in an expedition against his native 
country, to invade it anew, with a 
fleet, accompanied by a body of 
tfoopa, to whom he was prepared to 
give every possible succour, having 
been once more elected generoHsnmoy 
10 a grand council of the nation. 
That o£Bcer, having first despatched 
colom^ BOW general sir John Moore sf 
togeAer with the late major Koehlec, 
toexamiiie into the prospects and 
resources of the insurgents, an expe- 
diOon sailed from the bay of Hieras, 
Jif^ury 24, 1795, for the express 
pupose of driving the French out of 
the iM»id. A body of troops having 
been tended under lieutenant general 
Dundaai the tower of Mortella was 
taliM ' wkh some difficulty ; after 
iNttfeli, FomeUi was attacked with 
ss, and St* Fiorenzo having been 

Hood. 
ly kplcd at the battle of Corum\a. 




evacuated, Bastia and Calvi, alsO| 
yielded to the victors. 

Immediately after this, a general 
conm/ta was asEembkd at Corte ; and 
Paoli having been elected president, 
the representatives of the nation una- 
nimously voted the union of Corsica 
with the British crown. This propo*» 
sition having been readily accepted, 
on the part of sir Gilbert Elliot (now 
lord Minto) then his majesty's com- 
missioner, he was immediately in- 
vested with the dignity of viceroy. 
A new constitution was soon after 
formed, which, if not exactly suitable 
to the genius of the nation, must be 
allowed to have been exceedingly fa- 
vourable to liberty ; for these subjects 
now received as a boon, many of 
those very privileges which the inha- 
bitants of England had long demand- 
ed in vain as a right, particularly 
short parliaments, and an equal re- 
presentation of the people. 

It might have been supposed, that 
the triumph of Paoli was complete, 
and his happiness placed on such a 
permanent basis, as never to be either 
ruffled or disturbed during the re- 
mainder of his life. But the fact, 
which pmved directly the reverse, 
tends not a little to demonstrate the 
mutability of human happiness. A 
jealousy, how justly founded we are 
unld^le to determine, soon after look 
place between the British viceroy, 
and the Corsican chief, the result of 
which was undoubtedly connected 
with the future fiate of the island. 
Paoli, however, on this occasion, 
cheerfully yielded to the force of 
circumstances, and was generous 
enough before his departure, to ad- 
dress k valedictory letter to his coun- 
trymen, in which he exhorted them 
to cultivate the friendship of the En- 
glish, and remain firm in their alle- 
giance to his majesty George III. 

These loyal effusions, however, 
during his absence, were attended* 
with but little effect ; for the natives> 
naturally inconstant, soon became 
disgusted with their new allies and 
protectors. Daz2led,al80, at the same 
time, perhaps, with the splendour 
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of tlie victories of their countryman 
Buonaparte^in Italy, and determinedt 
above all things, on a reunion with 
France, it was at length deemed ne- 
cessary, on the part of the English 
troops, to evacuate an island which 
has always proved destructive to 
every nation connected with it, either 
by fritndship or by enmity. 

Meanwhile, a sad reverse of-fortune 
attended on Paoli ; for, by the faikire 
of a commercial house at Lejijhom, 
he lost the sum of five thousand 
pounds, which was all that he pos- 
sessed in the world. In addition to 
this, the payments of his pension had 
been suspended ; and on his arrival 
in England, he was not received at 
court with so much attention, as 
heretofore. 

About this period, he was visited 
by the author of this article, who 
found him in an obscure lodging, 
above a shop in Oxford road, whence 
he at length removed into a small 
house in Edgewarc road, on the right 
hand side, a little beyond the turn- 
pike. The remainder of his life is 
one entire blank* totally devoid of 
incikit-*, until his de th, which had 
bet-n preceedtd by a lingering ill- 
ness, on Thursday, February 5, 1 807, 
in the 8 st year of his age. 

Few foreif^ners, howt-ver distin- 
guished^ l»ave een so much caressed 
in England, us the late general Pas- 
quale Paoli. By livine- in habits of fa- 
miliarity V ith men of letters, his name 
and exploits acquired fresh cclebii 
ty J and Boswell, Goldsmith, John- 
son, Macaulay, Barbuuld, and lord 
Littleton, although differing in almost 
every thing tlst, most cordially united 
in his praise Abroad, too, his repu- 
tation was greatly respected ; and the 
eulogiums of such a man as Rousseau, 
then in the zenith of his reputation, 
was alone sufficient to ensure reputa- 
tion thi-oughout the rest of Europe. 

W hile his laurels were still green, 
it was usual to compare Paoli to Ti- 
moleon and Epaminondas: and it 
was appositely remarked by an En- 
glish minister, that the same thing 



might have been said of him, as had 
been formerly uttered by the cardittal 
de Retz, in respect to the famous 
Montrose, " that he was one of those 
men who are no longer to be found 
any where, but in the lives of Phi- 
tarch.** 

That the Corsican chief wai i 
great man, cannot well be denied; 
bnt it is the opinion of those, who 
have enjoyed an opportunity of stu- 
dying his character, that he was a 
politician rather than a soldier ; that 
he shone in council more than in 
arms ; and that the leading feature 
of bis publick conduct, was a certain 
degree of TtaHan policy^ which taught 
him to refine and speculate on every 
event. 

Among his countrymen be was 
adored ; and to support his superior!- i 
ty, he made use of those arts which 
have usually passed under the name 
of piouB frauds. These, perhaps, 
appeared indispensably necessary for 
the government of barbarians ! Ac- 
cordingly, like Numa, he pretended 
to a direct communication with the 
Deity,* and also affected, on all occa- 
sions, afler the manner of the heroes 
of old, to be surrounded by dogs of 
a particular breed, which were in- 
deed necessary to preserve him from 
assassination. 

It is not a little remarkable, that 
Corsica, an island which seems to 
have been equally despised, both by 
the ancients and modems, should 
have produced two men, one of whom 
engaged the attention of all Eft rope, 
towards the middle of the last centu- 
ry, while another seems, unhappily 
for the repose of mankind, destined 
to regulate its fate, at tlie beginniag 
of the present. 

* That thia amiable chifef should hare 
persuaded an uncivilized nation, that be 
received intimations of future events fron) 
above, is but little surprising ; but that 
he should have also persuaded one of the 
inhabitants of an enH^tened country, is 
absolutely unaccountable. Let it be recol- 
lected, liowever, that some of the cQim- 
trymen of Mr. Bos well, at that very pe- 
riod, actuallygife#§;?^45 seanid sighl 
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A brief Aeeoimt of the Esirliest Discovery of Dlatnonds in Brasil, toeefther with some 
Particulars Relative to the Quality, he. of those Precious Stones, Uie Laws respect- 
mg them, &c. &c. 



THERE was a time when dia- 
immds were found only in the East 
Indies, principally in the lower part 
of EEindoostan ; and during the period 
when the Portuguese were powerful 
in the east, the whole of the Euro- 
pean commerce in diamonds was ear- 
ned on through Lisbon* These pre- 
cious stones were brought from Goa, 
which is adjacent to Golconda^ where 
the l^mous diamond mines of the 
east are situated. The Dutch, having 
obtained the ascendency in India, de- 
prived the Portuguese of a source of 
wealth which chance, however, soon 
lestoredto them. In 1729, the co- 
lonists of Brasil discovered those 
(fiamond mines, which at present 
supply the chief demand of Europe. 
Near the town of Serro do Frio, 
teys Don Sarmento, in the govem- 
nent of the gold mines, there is a 
pkce called by the natives Cay-The* 
Meriay where, as well as in the little 
I ri»cf named do Mil/to Verde y they 
Jttvc found gold for several years 
back* The miners who dig the gold 
in these parts, sifl the earth, and the 
«nd on the river's bank, for the pur- 
pose of separating the ore. In per- 
fen^g this operation, it frequently 
happened, that they found several 
stones, of which, at first, they made 
IK) account; and it was not till 1738, 
thai a miner bethought himself of 

aing or grinding the stones, the 
t of which was, that he found 
ihem to be diamonds. He thence- 
forward took care not to let one of 
^bem escape his attention, and the 
^er miners, following his example, 
•agerly sought after these valuable 
gems. After having carefully search- 
ed the earth, they had recourse to 
ibe river, where they not only found 
the diamonds in greater abundance, 
^nt procured them with the utmost 
wcility. Experience and a little re- 
action led them to imagine, that the 
I diamonds came from a distance ; that 



they were not the J>roduce of the 
places wherein they were found, but 
were brought thither by the current of 
the river. Nevertheless, their source 
has not hitherto been discovered. San- 
guine hopes are, however, entertain- 
ed on this subject ; as in mining seve- 
ral mountains adjacent to the town, 
innumerable parities of a hard and 
beautiful species of crystal have late* 
ly been met with. 

The weight of the Bra^dl diamonds 
is, ordinarily, from a grain to six ca- 
rats. There are some, however, of 
greater size, and one has been found 
which weighs no less than fbrty-^x 
carats. 

According to the author above na- 
med, in hue, solidity, and every other 
property, the Brasil diamonds are 
equal to those of the east ; but there 
are few jewellers who hold this opi- 
nion. It is observable, he adds, that 
the diamonds found nearest to the 
surface of the earth, being conse- 
quently exposed to the action of the 
air and the sun, are more strongly in* 
crusted than the others, and, of 
course, lose more in the polishing. 
It is not absolutely certain, says Sar- 
mento, that the diamonds of Brasil 
are brought down by the torrents; 
and such too, is the decided opinion 
of the author of " L'Histoire des deux 
Indes." 

From the moment that the Portu- 
guese discovered diamonds in Brasil, 
they pursued their researches, and 
with such success, that one fleet from 
Rio Janiero brought home 1U6 
ounces. Tliis abundant supply low- 
ered the price of the article by three 
fourth^^ but the Portuguese minis- 
ter adopted measures which quickly 
restored it to its original standard. 

A company, with an exclusive pri- 
vilege to seek for, and to vend, the 
diamonds of Brasil, was instituted. 
And in order to limit its cupidity, it 
was allowed to emplqy no mpre than 
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«00 slaves. AflervirardSf however, this 
restriction was annulledi and the 
company was permitted to employ 
as many slaves as it should think pro* 
per, on paying* 600 crusadas (about 
75/. sterling) for every miner. By 
the two contracts, the court reserves 
for its own use every diamond which 
shall be found to exceed a certain 
weight. A law^ which forbad, under 
pain of death, any infringement on 
this privilege, did not appear suffi- 
cient to ensure compliance with it, 
but rather tended to depopulate the 
places adjacent to the spot, and to 
turn the surrounding country into a 
vast desart. Within the space of 100 
leagues, there is only one village to 
be seen, and this is inhabited by the 
agents and slaves of the company ! 

The agent of this privileged body 
in Europe, was no other than the go- 
vernment itself. Prior to- the emi- 
gration of the court of Portugal to 
the Brasils, whatever the produce of 
the mines might be, government 
delivered to one contractor, dia- 
monds to the amount of 5,000,000 
crusadas or 1,125,000/. sterling, and 
no more, annually, in virtue of an 
express agreement to that effect, 
which has ever been held 8aci*ed. 
The price of the diamond was i^ted 
advantageoi^ly to the contractor. 
These precious stones are l)ought in 
a raw state by us, or by the Dutch, 
and after being cut, are dissemina- 
ted throughout Europe, but especial- 
ly France, where this gem was most 
eagerly bought up. They are less 
hard, pellucid, and brilliant, than 
those of the East Indies ; but they 
are far whiter. Their value is about 
10/. per cent, under that of the for- 
mer. The law, which ensures to the 
king of Portugal, the exclusive pos- 
session of the largest diamonds found 
in Brasil, ordains that the slaves who 
find them shall be granted their free- 
dom, and that the king shall pay their 
master 400,000 reia* If a freeman 
\ be the finder, he is to have a similar 



sum. These promises are Mhqwiaa 
held forth to such slave or freeman 
as shall discover those who conceal 
diamonds. If a slave discover his 
master, the king grants him 300,000 
rm, besides his liberty. Those who 
act contrary to this law, not only lose 
the diamonds which they porloin> 
and their slaves, but often are put to 
death. The punishments inflicted oa 
the slaves are, commonly, whipping^* 
condemnation to the gallies for life^ 
or immediate death* 

The diamond seekers are obliged 
to render an exact account to the 
king's commissary of all such dia* 
monds as they or their slaves disco* 
ver. The commissary deposits the 
diamonds in a case covered with iroiH 
and secured by three locks. He haa 
possession of one of the keys, the 
viceroy has another, and the Prova- 
do de Hazienda Real, has the third. 
This case is put into a second, on 
which are placed the seals of the 
three personages already mentioned ^ 
the three keys being closed witliin it. 
The viceroy is not permitted to view 
the contents of the cases, but merely 
consigns the whoje to the third strong 
box, upon the loc'k of which he places 
his seal. The opening of the treasure 
takes place in the presence of the 
king, who makes clioice of such dia- 
monds as he approves of, paying to 
the finders a price which is regulated 
by the law already mentioned. 

" There never has been found a 
diamond,'* says the abb6 Raynal, 
" which could be put in competition 
with that sent from Brasil to the 
king of Portugal ; its weight being 
1680 carats or 12-^ oz. Although 
there is no mode of ascertainiog its 
value, yet an English writer has been 
bold enough to compute it at the 
enormous sum of 224,000,000/. ster- 
ling!!— -If, however, as some lapida* 
ries assert, this reputed diamond be 
a topaz, the above computation mu^t 
be egregiously erroneous." 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HXTRAORDIKAItt rNClDENT.— DRUIDICAL PRACTICBS, &c 1 J5 

M. 'vtry e x tr a of di nary incident is related in the history of Sweden, written in Swedish, 
by Dalin. It took place at the representation of a mystery of tlie Passion, under 
John II. in 1513. 



THE actor who performed the 
pmrt of Longinus, the soldier who 
was to pierce the Christ on the cross, 
in ihe side, was so far transported 
by the spirit of his action, that he 
really killed the man who personated 
the Christ ; who falling suddenly, 
and with great violence, overthrew 
the actress who represented the holy 
mother. King John who was present 
at this spectacle, was so exceedingly 
enraged against Longinusy that he 



leaped on the stage and struck ofT 
his head. The spec'^tors who had 
been delighted with the too violent 
actor, became infuriated against their 
king, fell upon him in a throng and 
massaci*ed him* This may stand a» 
an example of the power of dramatick 
representation ; but it argues little in 
favour of the moderation and solemn!* 
ty inspired by such sacred subjects. 
They much more certainly gratified 
curiosity than devotion* 



Remain of Druidical Practices. 



THE southern part of Devonhirse 
fe remarkable for its cider. In order 
to ensure a good fruit harvest, the fol- 
lowing custom is generally kept up in 
that quarter. On the eve of the Epi- 
phany, the farmer, attended by his 
workmen, with a large pitcher of cider 
goes to the orchard, and then, encir- 
cling one of the best trees, they drink 
the following toast three several times* 
Here's to thee, old apple tree ; 
When thou may'st bud, and when thou 

tnay'st blow ! 
And when thou may'st bear apple enow ? 
Hats full ! caps full ! 
Bu:jhel — bushel — sacks full ! 
And my pockets full too ! 
Huzzsi ] Huxza ! IbtiiA \ 



This done they return to the house, 
the doors of which they are sure t^ 
find bolted by the females, who, be 
the weather what it may, are inexo- 
rable to all entreaties to open them, 
till some one among them has guess- 
ed what is upon the spit, which is 
generally some nice little thing diffi- 
■cult to be hit on, and is the reward 
of him who first names it. The 
doors are then thrown open, and the 
lucky clodpole receives the tidbit a» 
his recompense. Some are so super- 
stitious as to believe, that if they ne- 
glect this custom, the trees will bear 
no apples that year. 



JERUSALEM. 
The Church of the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem destroyed by fife. 



Jerusalem^ 24 Oct, 1808. 
IN the night between the 1 1th 
and IStSi insunt, after the Francis- 
can monks, who reside in the Holy 
Sepulchre, had retired to rest, th^ 
heard an uriCornmon noise in the 
church. They immediately hastened 
to the spot, and, upon their entering 
it, they discovered the wooden altar, 
together with the wooden cells of the 
AraMoian ecclesiasticks situated over 
the columns of the gallery, in fiames, 
wilhettt thoir being able to divine the 



cause. From thence the flames de* 
scended upon the choir of the Greeks, 
and from thence to the floor of the 
church* The fire now assumed a 
most awful appearance, and threaten- ' 
ed the elevated wooden cupola of the 
Temple with immediate destruction. 
The Franciscans used their utmost 
exertions to stop the progress of the 
flames ; but they were too few in 
number. They also wanted the neces- 
sary implements for that purpose ; 
and when they at last succeeded in 
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aSafming the ecderiasdcksvof the ad* 
jacetit church of St* Salvatof, and of 
acquainting them, as well as the po* 
lice, with what had happened^ the 
fiames had already reached the cu* 
pola* As soon as the alarm was 
given the whole of the Roman Catho* 
lick youth of the city rushed imme# 
dlately to their assistance, and exert* 
ed themselves with the greatest aieal 
and intrepidity ; but it was impossible 
to stop the fury of the devouring 
element ; and, between ^ve and six 
o'clock in the morning, the burning 
cupola, with all the melting and boil* 
ing lead wherewith it was covered, 
fell in, and thereby gave this exten- 
sive building the a^i^ful appearance of 
a burning smelting house The exr 
cessive heat which proceeded fvom 
this immense mass of liquid fire^ 
caused not only the marble columns 
which support the gallery, to burst, 
but likewise the marble floor of the 
church, together with the pilasters 



aad images in bftsreli^tiiflfcdeconttHl 
the chapel contaimng the Holy 6ep«d» 
chre, situated in the centre of tin 
church. Shortly after^ the masuTe 
eoktmns that supf)orted the gaBer^ 
fell down, together with the whole of 
the walls. Fortunately no lives wertt 
lost ; only a few persons were hurtt 
or scorched by tiie fire. It is remarks 
able that the interiour of the above 
mentioned chapel containing tkm 
Holy Sepulchre, and wherein service 
is performed, has not been in the 
least injured, although the same was 
situated immediately under the en* 
pola, and consequently in the middle 
of the flames. Even after the fire 
had been extinguished, it was found 
that the silk hangings, wherewith it 
is decorated, and the splendid paint- 
ing, representing the Resurrectioii« 
placed upon the altar at the entrance 
of the sepulchre, had not sustained 
the least injury. 



ITALY. 
BISCOVBRT OF ANTiqUITIBS* 



AT the villa of count Moroni, 
near Rome, were lately discovered 
the tombs of the ancient Roman fa- 
mily of Manlia. They were found 
to contain two statues, five busts, and 
an urn ; all of them in a tolerable 
good state of preservation ; and dis- 
tinguished with the name of Manlius. 
Two skeletons, which have been dug 
up at the feet of the abovementioned 
statues, had still rings on their fin- 
gers. Next to the skeleton of a wo- 
man, named Agathonia, was found 



the shell of an egg ; an oil bottle j % 
broken mirror; and a lamp. Upon 
this lamp was represented Tarqui* 
nius, son of die seventh and last king 
of Rome, carrying a dagger in his 
hand, at the moment that he was 
going to violate Lucretia. Baron de 
Hasselin, minister from his majesty 
the king of Bavaria to the Holy See^ 
has purchased those valuable antiqui- 
ties, which are at least 2000 years 
old. 



OBITUARY. 



ANNA SEWARD. 



ANNA SEWARD, a poetess 
of distinguished elegance, born about 
the year 1 745, was daughter of the 
reverend Thomas Seward, rector of 
Eyamy in the Peak of Derbyshirei a 



man of taste and learning, and of con- 
siderable talents for poetry ^nd polite 
literature. Anna's infant mind was 
nourished by her father %vith the 
Tivid^md sublime imagery of Milton, 
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mA liar estij edutss^on amid the 

i wM. and Alpine scenery of the Peak, 
«iiianced the entbmiasm of feeling 

j lo which she was naturally disposed. 

I in her seventh year, her father beings 
made a canon residentiary of Litch* 
field, she removed with the family 

j ID that city, which thenceforth he- 
canae her residence during the whole 
^ her ^e The fruit of her fathcrV 
inatructions appeared in some early 
•fibrts at poetical composition, which, 
Irawever, met with discouragement 
fiom her mother ; and Mr. Seward 
was forwards induced to withdraw 
the countenance he had given to her 
Hterary pursuits; so that several 
jcars of her youth elapsed with only 

; atolen and interrupted attempts to 
cuhiTate an art of which she had so 
atfongly imbibed the rudiments. As 
riie grew to womanhood, she, of 
course, followed more freely the bent 
of her genius; she was, however, 
long known only as the private orna- 
nient of Litchfield, and the object of 
much attachment and admiration in 
her circle of friends. An acquaint- 

; ance with lady Miller, of Bathcaston, 

f induced her to become a contributor 
to her poetical Vase. She repeated- 
ly obtained the myrtle wreath which 
was ite prize, and the publication of 
the crowned pieces first ushered Miss 
Seward's muse lo the world. In the 
foQovring year, 1780, she published 
her «* Elegy on Captain Cook," a 
performance of great merit, as well 
from its harmony of versification, as 

I the beautiful and appropriate image- 
ry with which it abounds, and the 

I force and delicacy of its sentiments. 
Th« contrast between the different 
mourners on this event, queen Obe- 
lea, and the wife of the great naviga- 
tor, is peculiarly striking. The next 
year produced her " Monody on Ma- 
jor Andr6." ' With this lamented 
young ofiicer she was intimately ac- 
quainted, in the course of his long 
attachment to her amiable friend, 
BfGss Honora Sneyd. It is not, there- 
fore, to be wondered at, thsft she 
writes with p^uliar pathos o* this 

TOL. II. * 



occasion, nor that her pardality> and 
probably, also, her political senti» 
ments at that period, led her to ex- 
press warm indication against those 
who inflicted a ^sgraceful punish- 
ment upon her hero. We are i»» 
formed that she afterwards became 
sensible of the injustice she had done 
General Washington by her personal 
invectives on this mclanchciy occa- 
sion. These two elegiack pieces pro- 
duced the appropriate compliment 
from Dr. Darwin, of telling her that 
she wa^ " the inventress of epic 
elegy," The death of lady Miller 
was lamented by Miss Seward in a 
poem to her memory, published in 
1782, in the style of rich and florid 
imagery which marks her composi- 
tions. Her poetical novel of " Louisa,'^ 
which appeared in 1784, displayed 
her talent of uniting narrative with 
description and sentiment, aud pro- 
ved a popular production. As a mere 
novel its merit is not of the first rate, 
and they who read for incident solely, 
will probably find the vehicle redun- 
dant in ornament. It, however, con- 
tains much to admire. In 1787, she 
addressed an Ode of Congratulation 
to the victorious Elliott, on his return 
from Gibraltar. It is in the epic 
strain, and the writer has exerted 
every effort to render it worthy of 
the palriotick sentiment which inspi- 
red it. 

In 1790, Miss Seward lost her aged 
father, whose gradual decline she had 
solaced with the tendert^t filial assi- 
duity. Her muse had been long silent, 
when in 1796 she published " Llan- 
gollen Vale, with other Poems." Of 
these, in general, the character is si- 
milar to that of her preceding com- 
positions, but it may be possibly 
thought that the authoress was now ^ 
deviating more into that exuberance 
of words and excess of ornament 
which is the principal defect Of her 
poetry. In this miscellany wci'e some 
sonnets ; and three years afterwards 
she published a collection of a hun- 
dred compositions of this species, all 
of the legitimate form, and many ^f 

S Digitized by Vji^VJ V IC 



13a 



spimr OF ^rm ma0A2in£€l 



Ihon^ieaiMilultjr 4qftcripli?e and sen* 
timental* To these were subjoined 
^^ Odes paraphrased from Horace/' 
In the latter she professedly indulged' 
^er talent at amplification, in whi<^ 
she sometimes appears elegant and 
splendid, but in general, one to whom 
the originals are ftinilar will think 
their spirit much impaired by dilu* 
tior>. Soon aiter the death of Dr. 
Darwin, Miss Seward, who at one 
time of her life had been intimately 
acquainted with this distinguished 
pliilosopher and poet, published, in 
1804, " Memoirs of his Life." This 
is a desultory performancci wriuen 
in a style very deficient in correct- 
ness and good taste, but full of en^> 
tertaining matter, and enriched with 
some judicious criticism on Dr. {)ar» 
win's poetical character, and on other 
Incidental topicks. From her account 
of the origin of the celebrated '* Bo- 
tahick Garden," it appears, that tome 
admii td lines in the exordium of th^ 
fii'st part of that poem were of her 
composition, though unacknowledg- 
ed. Indeed, the harmony of her ver- 
sification^ aiid her powers of brilliant 
and picturesque description, enable 
her lines to blend their tints with 
those of Darwin, without any percep« 
tible change in the tone of colouring. 
This lady died at Litch6eld on the 
S5th of March, and we understand 
that she has made Walter Scott, Esq. 
and Mr. Constable, of Edinburgh, 
her literary heirs. 

HAMPSHIRE. 

Died — At his house in Winchester, 
James Pyle, Esq. at a very advanced 
Itge. lie has left ver}[ considerable 



property. The landed put of k, we 
hear, be has bequeathed to his ne- 
pheT«.the Rev. James Pyle Ashe; 
and a large part of his persomd pro- 
perty to distant relations and others. 
The character of Mr. Pyle has been 
singular. The property which he in- 
herited from his fother was omsider- 
f^le, and during a long life it had 
been greatly increased bf his pars!- 
mooious manner of Hvieg. In the 
early part of Mr. Pyle's life, he lost 
a large sum ot money by thse fidkire 
of a perselk to whom he had confided 
it. From that time he became sus- 
picious, and seemed unwilling to in- 
trust his money with any one. Under 
this feeling, whenaMer he received his 
rents, he aecvetcd the money. Abou^ 
a twelve month ago Mr. Pyle was at- 
tacked by a paralytick affection, ami 
it being known that hft was is the ha- 
bit ol* hiding his money, it was judged 
prudent by his friends to search the 
house ; and in one or two rooms, that 
were visited only by himself for many 
years, cash and notes were found to 
the amount of between 6 or TOGO/. 
secreted in every jkind of way— some 
tied up in pieces of paper-i-some put 
into the seats of chairs-«-aiid indeed 
every expedient was used at conceal- 
ment. The money thus found was im- 
mediately taken to a banker's, on Mr. 
Pyle's account ; but he never foi^vc 
tWs compelled discovery of his trea- 
sure. Mr. Pyle, though parsimonioui 
to the extreme, was indulgent to his 
tenants, to whom he granted long 
leases without advancing the rent/ Hit 
character was that of being penurious 
in trifles, while he suffered his thou- 
sands to lie unheeded and unemployed* 
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tHE OTAltEITAN MOURNER. 

[Peggy Stewart was the daughter of an 
Otalieltun Chief, and married to one of 
the Mutineers of the Bounty. On Stew- 
art's being seized and carried away in 
the Panddra frteste, Peggy fell intp a 
rapid decay, and in two months died of 
a broke!n heart, leanng an in^t daugh- 
ter, whkO is still livin^.3 

FROM the isle of the disUnt oceaA 
My wliite love came to me t 

I led the weai'y stranger 
Beneath the spreading tree. 

With white and yellow blossoms 
I Btrowed his piHofw thete ; 

And watched las bosom's hesnng^ 
So gentle and so fair* 

Before I knew his language. 

Or be eouB talk in mind, 
We vowed to love each other^ 

And never to resign. 
P then *twas lovely watching 

The sparkling of his eyes ; 
And learn the white man^s greeting, 

And answer all his sighs. 

I taught my constant white love 

To play up;>n the wave. 
To torn the storm to pleasure. 

And the curling surge to brave* 
How pleasant was our sporting. 

Like dolphins on the tide ; 
To dive beneath the billow. 

Or the rolling surf to ride. 

To summer groves I led him, 

Where fruit hangs in the sun ; 
We lingered by tlie fountains. 

That murmur as tliey ruh. 
By the verdant islands sailing, 
• Where the crested sea birds go; 
We hoard the dash <^ the distant spray^ 
^d saw through the deeps tl^c sun- 
beams play. 
In the coral bowers below.- 

And when my lover, weary. 

To our woodland couch would creep, 
t sang the son^ that pleased him. 

And crowned his lids with sleep. 
My kindred n^ich would wonder» 

The white man's love to »ee. 
And Otahcitan maidens 

Would often envy me. 

Yet when my white love's forehead^ 
Would sadden with despair, v 

I knew not why the cold drops ^ 
Should start mid ^uivcgr Hxett. 



I knew ildt why in slumber 
His heart should tremble so i 

Of locked in love's embraces. 
How doubt and fisu* could grow. 

Till o'er the bounding Mllow, 

Tlte angry chieflains esme ; 
They seitcd my wretched lover. 

They mocked my anguished claiipt 
In iron bands they bound him, 

I flew his fate to share ; 
They tore him from my clasping. 

And threw me to despair. 

Are white men unrelenting. 

So far to eross tlie sea ; 
Their chieftain's wrongs revenging, 

To tear my love from me i 
Are Otahcitan bosoms 

Ko refuge for the brave ( 
Can exile nor repentance 

A wretched lover save ? 

No more the Helva's dancing. 

My mournful steps will suit ; 
As when to the torch light glancing. 

And beating to the flute. 
No more my bndded tresses 

With smiling flowers shall bloom ; 
Nor blossom rich in beauty 

Shall lend its sWeet perfume. 

Ail by the sounding ocean 

I sit me down and mourn, 
In hopes his chiefs may pardon hinf> 

And speed my love's return. 
Can he ibrget his Peggy, 

That soouied his cai-cs to rest I 
Can he forjfet his baby. 

That snules upon her breast ? 

I wish the fearful warning 

Would bind mv woes in sleep ! 
And 1 were a little bird, to chasQ 

My lover o'er the deep ! 
Or if my wounded spirit 

In the death canoe Would rove, 
rd bribe the wind and pitying wave, 

To speed me to ray love ! 
Mirmingham, * P. M. i- 



ftT ^BTER tlNDA*— 1808. 

AGAIN tlie academy I greet j . 
• Once more, my graphick friends, we 

meet^- 
Shake hands— Ah! why the greeting hand 
withdraw ? 
Lo ! by your looks ye i^em to say— • 
" Avaunt, thou vagabond— away— 
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Well, well ! once more the bard ap- 
pears. 

He aingar in spite of rolling* years : 
T\me has not stolen one atom of his fire ; 

l*he Mme^ unconscious of decay. 

Still pours the proud Pindaric^ lay, 
Still strikes with equal encrg-y the IjTe. 

Kow, cries the critick of my rhyme, 
** How darest tJiou dream of the su- 
blime. 
And fancy that it e'er inspired thy Odea^ 
How darest thou take a Pindar* a name. 
To steal into the dome of Famej 
And place thy MomuB by the side of 
gods?"— 

I own that Time to my surprise. 
Has done some mischief to my eyes. 

And done that mischief much«agiunst my 
will; 
But as the BvUfnch, beyond doubt, 
Singrs better when his eyes are out. 

Why not the songster of the Aonian hill ? 

Time too has chosen to efface 
The fine JpoUo ibrm and grace 
And somewhat bent to earth my lofty 
head; 
And though the knave has touched my 

hand. 
The gtx)se quill yet it can command. 
And o'er the snow the feathered g^ant 
lead. 

Time has made free too with my fea- 
tures. 

Those pretty, inoffensive creatures, 
That never yet were cruel to the fair ; 

Spoiled my poor lip and dimple sleek, 

Hun his hard ploughshare o'er my 
cheek 

And stolen the blushing roses that « ere 
there. 

Time too, I own, my mouth has en- 
tered ; 
To steal some pearl, the rogue has ven- 
tured. 
And given a lisping to my tuneful 
toi^gue— 
But thank the J^fusea for their care. 
And Fhebu»—<if his tricks aware — 
Safe is my brain — the fount of flowing 
^ong. 

The Academicians would rejoice 
If Time had also stolen my voice : — 
But while that voice exists, by Heavens 
ril sing: — 
But mind mc, while I pour my laj^. 
To Justice I my altar raise. 
Too virtuous to profailfe tlie Muwa* 
spring. 



It certjunly must be eonfest, 
I come a most unwelcome gfuest, 
'Mid sheaves of com a sort of wicked 
weovil :^ 
At for R. A.'s I briefly tell 'em. 
Fiat juatitia mat caelum^ 
Although they sooner would behold the 
deviL 



SCOTTISH SONG. 
Tu NE — " O* a* the airta the ttnn* can hUeaf 

A BONNY lass I dearly like 

And feel a fervent flame, 
Aft thinkin* on her form I rove 

But dinna ken her name. 

Luve's darts are in her twa blu een, 

Her form i€ grace itsel*; 
Whane'cr she smiles her beauty's seen 

An' mair than I can tell. 

A something that I canna name 
Comes driz^lin' through my bluid. 

An' strives for vent through a' my frame, 
I'm thinkin' it's nae gude. 

But Tve an inklin' what it's now 

I'ts nae witchcraft ill thing, 
But just love's darts are shootiA' thro' 

An* that's the very thing. 

What if she'd gie a chidin' frown. 

Or cast a jeerin' ee, 
Vfi* thoughts o' that I'm dizzy grown, 

I think *twad gar me die. 

Wi' aukwart glee IM sing her charms. 

An' tout her beauty's fame ; 
But I maun dumb and dowie be, 

I dinna ken.her name. 

Alexander Scotus. 

Bdinb^irgh* 



EPIGRAM. 

FROM mom till eve, throughout the day, 
My Chloe was serenely gay : 
I romped with Phillis — All. the while 
Nothing disturbed my Chloe 's smile. 
The next day came— -The morning low* 

ered; 
Our schemes were crost, our temperi 

soured : 
StiM Chloe smiled — Amazed I said, 
" Can nothing vex this lovely maid ?" 
At length a tooth by luckless blow 
Was struck from out the pearly row ; 
Though time has long since healed the 

pain. 
My Chloe never smiled again! 

2 
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PBNNt WISE AND POUND FOOLISH. 

AX EPIGRAM. 

POOR John had bought hhn half a hog^. 
And thought it would be glorious prog. 
To eat with cabbage, peas, and beans. 
Or with a diah of winter greens : 



But Nelly thought it far too dear; 
Indeed it cost her many a tear. 
She used (for saving was her boost) 
But half a pound of salt at most. 
But see how Nelly was mistaken ; 
She saved her salt—- but lost her bacon. 



PniLOSOPmCAh AJSTD ECOJWMICAL L\TELLIGEJ\'CE. 



SO«IKTY OF ARTS. 

^tffd of preserving Fruit -without Sugar ^ 
for Home U'te, or Sea Stores. 

THIS is the discovery of Mr. Thomas 
Saddinglon, of Lower Tiiames street, 
whf», witik his communication to the so- 
eiety» enclosed a box containing the fol- 
lovking fruits in bottles, preserved without 
sugar : viz, apricots, gooseberries, cur- 
rants, raspberries, cherries, Orleans 
plomt, green gag^es, damsons, and Sibe- 
rian crabs ; but the same mode is applica- 
ble to all £ngUah fruits. Mr. S. describes 
the process which he uses, to the follow- 
ing effect : 

The bottles for this purpose are select- 
e<l from the widest necked of tliose which 
ire used for wine or porter, tlicse bein'g 
the cheapest. Being properly cleaned, 
jiad tlie iruit, wliich should not be too 
ripe, ready picked, the bottles are to be 
tilled as fuU as they will hold, to admit the 
*ork going in. The fruit while tliey are 
tiling, is to be frequently shook down. 
The corks afterwards must be to lightly 
ituck into the bottles as to be taken out 
easily when tlie fruit is lightly scalded, 
vhjch may be done in a copper, a kettle, 
or aauce-pan, over the fire, first putting a 
coarse cloth of any kind at the bottom, to 
pre\ent the heat from cracking tlie bottles. 
Then the copper, the kettle, &c. is to ba 
filled witli cold water sufficiently high for 
the bottles to l>e fiearly up to the top of it. 
They are to be put in sideways, to expel 
the air contained in the cavity, under the 
bottom of the bottle. If the copper is 
used, care must be token that the bottles 
do not touch the bottom or sides of the 
oopper, which wo\ild endanger their 
bursting. Then the heat must be increas- 
ed gradually, tiil it comes to about irOde- 
(TceA, by a brewing thermometer, which 
yencraliy requires about three quarters of 
in hour. Those who have not such a thing, 
may judge of the proper degree of heat 
when the water feels very hot, but nob4iot 
enough to scald tlie fingers. If too hot, a 
tit|lt cold water may bo a^ded to tcmpef 



it. When the heat is proper, it must be 
kept at the same degree for about half an 
hour longer, which will always be long 
enough, as a longer time, oV greater heat, 
will crack the fruit. While the bottles 
are Uius getting in heat, a tea-kettle full 
of water must be got readv, boiling, by 
tlie time the fruit is done. It one fire only 
is used, the kettle containing the bottles 
must be removed half off the fii-e, when it 
is at the full heat required, to make room 
for boiling the water in the tea-kettle. As 
soon as the fruit is properly scalded, and 
the water boiling, take the bottles out of 
the water, one at a time, and fill them 
within an ^nch of the cork, with the boil- 
ing water out of tie tea-kettle. Cork 
them do\vn immediately, doing it gently, 
but very tight, but you must not shake 
them by driving tlie cork, as that will en- 
danger tlie bursting of the bottles. When 
corked, the bottles must be laid down on 
their sides, as by that means the cork 
keeps swelled, and prevents the air esca- 
ping out. When cold, the bottles may be 
removed to any convenient place of keep, 
ing. During the first month or two, it 
will be necessary to turn them a little 
round, once or twice a week, to prevent 
the fermentation that will arise from some 
fruits, from forming into a crust. By thus 
properly attending to the fruit, and keep- 
ing it moist with the water, no mould will 
ever take place. Afterwards it may he 
necessary to turn the bottles round once 
or twice a month, only. 

In order to diversify the degree of heat, 
Mr. S. states, that he has done some fruits 
in 190 degrees of it, and continued them 
in it for three quarters of an hour ; but 
this heat be found too powerful, and the 
time too long, as the fruit by these means 
was reduced to a pulp. In 1807, he pre- 
served 95 bottles of fruit, the expense of 
which, exclusive of bottles and corks, was 
IL 9*. 5 l'2d. or, upon an average, about 
4 l-2rf. a bottle. In winter, Uiey may- 
amount to 1*. per bottle. The vessel for 
scalding the fruit in, should be a long 
wooden trwighrflltijijCj^ tigiUk^iitcn feet 
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in Icngtli ; two or three in bi*eadtli ; and 
one in tlcptU i fitted with laths across, to 
keep the bottles upright. This tix)ugh of 
water is to have the heat communicated to 
it by steam, through a pipe from a closed 
boiler at a distance ; or if tlic boiling water 
wanted to fill the bottles with, is convey- 
ed through a pipe and a cock over the 
trough, many hundreds of bottles might 
be done tliis way in a short time. Five 

fuineas were voted by tlie society to Mr. 
addington for his communication. 

Mi*. E. Thomtuon [^Birming-ham] has taken 
out a Patent for a new Method of manu- 
factm'ing' Vmbrellas, Parasols, Oc. 
The hearth brush is made upon this 
principle, and at present much used. The 
patentee's object has been to conceal the 
brush part, by means of a convenient ap- 
paratus, excepting during the time of its 
using. The same principle being applied 
10 the parasol and umbrella, the spreading 
part of the latter, when not used as a de- 
fence against the weather, is concealed in 
a walking stick. Though the head of the 
cane, slick, &c. containing this apparatus, 
is rather larger than those of ^common 
walking slicks. 

Tlie French Mode of Fining, or Clarifying 
ti'ine. 
The complaint among the wine trade 
willi respect to the difficulty of clearing 
wine is so general, tlitit we conceive the 
fdllowing cxti-act from a valiuiblc work 
laicly published at Fai'is, will prove not 
unaccc})tjible to many of our readers. 
" or all materials used in claiifying wines 
and oUicr liquids,'' says M. Parmentier, 
*' 1 think that the whites of eggs are best 
calculated to bring them to that degree 
of j)ci fcction, and confer upon tliem that 
linjpidncss which they can acquire neither 
by rest nor by filtration." When, how- 
ever, the wliiies of eggs are made use of 
for the purpose of clarifying wines, &.c. it 
is necessary to be particularly cai-cful in 
using the freshest eggs only ; and in 
breaking and examining them, gi*eat cau- 
tion and circumspection are to be observ- 
ed, since it has often happened tliat a sin- 
^c egff, however slight iif taintedy has given 
a disdgTfrahle favour to a whole pipe of 
nvitiey an evil which, when once incurred, 
is irremediable. It is best, adds the au- 
thor already named, to employ such eggs 
only as are laid by hens which do not Jisso- 
ciate with cocks, because the intercourse 
of the male renders tlie eggs moro liable 
to putrescence, and gives them a very bad 
taste. 



Next to the whit# of eggs M. Parmeitv 
tier places isinglass ; because, as he just-* 
ly observes, it does not alter Uie true co- 
lour of the wine, or communicate a disa^ 
greeable flavour to it. 

Experience has proved that white Ti-inee 
in particular, which have been clarified 
through the metlium of isinglass, are more 
transpai'cnt, and presen'e their limpidness 
much longer than those to which the 
whites of eggs have been applied, the lat- 
ter being invariably iniured by a contact 
with the atmosphericK air. As to red 
wines, a very small portion of isinglass 
will clear them, and consequently a spie- 
cies of economy is added to the other ad- 
vantages derived from the use of it, as 
thereby an immense quantity of eggs is 
saved. 

M. Parmentier contributed a paper to 
the Annates de Chimie, in 1792, by which 
lie undertook to prove, that, in many cases, 
a sort of jelly, prepared from the raspings 
of bones, might be substituted for isin- 
glass. But might we not with greater 
facility procure a much better substitute 
for isinglass, than that M'hich he makes 
mention of, from our indigenous produc* 
tlons, from our fisheries of every descrip- 
tion? — Most of the fish which are but 
thinly covered with scales, and which live 
in our lakes, ponds, and rivers, furnish 
great abundance of gelatinous substance, 
both wholesome and pleasihg to the stn^ 
and taste, which might be prepared for 
the purpose already mentioned with very 
little trouble. In adopting this mode we 
should confer a benefit upon the nation at 
large, by curtailing the importation of 
isinglass, for which such immense sums 
are paid to the merchants of the northern 
parts of Europe. 

This paper may give rise to more than 
one philosophical question. First, what 
is that principle in an eg^ become stale 
and tainted, though but little, which is so 
powerful in its nature and properties as to 
taint a whole pipe of wine ? Consider the 
smallness of an e^ itself in proportion to 
the quantity of liquor : Consider the ex- 
pression •* however slightly this small 
qiuintity be tamted ;" and when the prin- 
ciple, or portion tainted is limited, in fact, 
to a small poition of this small ^^, Such 
is tlie power of the tainting principle ! the 
principle of corruption ! Is there any be- 
neficent pxinciple that is equally capable 
of meliorating its subject when only so 
slightly dtfiused throughout its parts ? — 
Secondly: It is rem«rkable, that an ex- 
tract from fishy a commodity sufficiently 
remote, it should appear, from the nature 
of any production of tl^ grape, or it? 
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jylce, dbould clari^ the liquor innocently. 
While an egg slightly tainted, injures it. 
Isinglass is a kind of glue, prepared from 
i 6sn. Whether any other glue, prepared 
from any other kind offish, might answer 
the purpose as well j and if not, why notf 
is also a matter of curious inquiry. The 
other query which a naturalist will dis- 
cern in this communication may deserve 
discussion, but rather in a learned lan- 
^[ttage, and in a direct dissertation, than 
in a popular and widely circulating pe- 
riodical publication. Why are red wines 
more easily and effectually clarified by 
uingiass tnan white wines ; and whence 
is the sediment that subsides from them 
more easily acted on by this apparently 
fi^ble agent ? 

Few persons in thia country know any 
other use of the aloe than the medicine 
which it affords ; but it serves for a num* 
ber of other beneficial purposes in the 
countries where it grows. In the East In- 
dies, aloes are employed as a varnish to 
preserve wood from worms and other in- 
sects ( and skins and even living animals 
are anointed with it for the same reason. 
The havock committed by the white ants 
in India first suggested the trial of aloe 
juice, to protect wood from them ; for 
which purpose the jxiice is either used aa 
extracted, or in solution by some solvent. 
Aloes have alao been found effectual in 
preserving ships from the ravages of the 
VQiB, anid the adhesion of barnacles. 
The ship's bottom, for this purpose, is 
imeared with a composition of hepatick 
aloes, turpentine, tallow, and white lead. 
In proof of the efficacy of this method, 
tvo planks of equal thickness, and cut 
from the same tree, were placed under 
water, one in its natural state and the 
other smeared with the composition i 
when, on taking them up after being im- 
incrsed eight months, the latter was found 
to be as perfect as at first, while the for- 
mer was entirely penetrated by insects, 
andinastate of absolute rottenness. An 
aquatick solution of hepatick aloes pre* 
•cnres young plants from destruction by 
insects, and also dead animals and vege- 
tables from putrefaction ; which renders it 
of 6?^at use in the cabinets of naturalists. 
The spirituous extract is best for tliis pur- 
pose, though in this respect it is inferiour 
to that of cantharides, prejuu^d by infu- 
m^ two grains in one ounce of spirits, 
^cK has been found to be so effectual 
'^ the extirpation pf bugs. P«mer as- 
serts, that a simple decoction of aloes 
comnmnicatcs a fine brown colour to wool. 
J'abroni, of Fbrence, has extracted, a 



4>eautifill violet colour, which resists the 
acids and alkalis, from the juice of the 
fresh leaves of the aloe exposed to the air 
by degrees. The liquid first becomes red, 
and at the end of a certain period turns 
to a beautiful purple violet, which adheres 
to &i1k by simple immersion, without the 
aid of acids. 

Richard Walker, esq. of Oxford, has 
proposed an alteration in the scale of the 
thermometer, which suggested itself to 
him during a long course of experiments, 
and which has been adopted by hiipsclf 
and his friends from the persuasion of its 
being founded on the truest principles. — 
" The two fixed points, the freezing and 
boiling points of water as tliey have hither- 
to been, will," he observes, "probably ne- 
ver fidl to be continued, as being perfectly 
sufficient for the accurate adjustment of 
thermometers. The commencement of 
tlie scale, and tlic number of divisions 
only appear to claim attention. With re- 
spect to the first, since neither the ex- 
tremes of heat or cold are likely to be as- 
certained, the hope of fixing at cither 
of tliese maybe entirely rclimjuished, and 
it remains to fix it at the fittest interme, 
diate point Here I propose the following 
mode of graduation. Having ascertained 
tliat the temperature of 62^ of Fahrenheit 
is the temi>erature at which the human 
body in health is conscious of no inconve-^ 
nience from heat or cold, and that a de^ 
viation from that point of only one or two 
degrees, above or below, actually produ-> 
ces that effect under ordinary circumstan- 
ces, I fixed my zero or there. I adopted 
the divisions of Fahrenheit, considering 
those of Reaumur, tlic centi^ades, &c. ad 
too few, and decimal divisions unncccs^ 
sary. Hence it will follow that being 
placed at 62" of Falircnheit, 150" will be 
the boiling, and minus 30" tlie freezing 
point of water; and all other points on 
Fahi-enhcit's scale n\ay be reduced to this, 
by subtracting 62 for any degree above 
of Fahrenheit, and adding 62 for any de- 
g^ree below 0. For ordinary meteorologi- 
cal purposes, a scale of this kind extend- 
ing to 65" above, and as many below 0, 
wUl be sufficient." 

To the Editor of the MontJUtf Magazine, 

SIR, 

I am informed tliat, in consequence of 
an alteration (lately made) in the process 
of drying -white lead, the health of tlie hi- 
bourcrs, in an extensive manufactory in 
the neighbourhood of London, has been 
\cxy materially benefitted — tlie fatal con- 
ftipation of the. bowels, so common amongst 
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them, bftringf much decreased, which is 
attributed u\ a great measure, if not en- 
tirely, to this alteration. The difTerent 
mode of drying the lead adopted is (if I 
understand the matter right) that instead 
of laying it on chalk it is now poured into 
earthen-ware pans, and left to drj' in 
them. The lead does not undergo nearly 
so much handling as before, and the fine 
particles of it, which used to float in great 
abundance about the room, are not per- 
ceived in such dense clouds as they used 



to be ; this dust entering th« mouth was 
one principal cause of the diseases to 
which the workmen were liable. By 
mean^ of your miscellany, I wish to give 
publicity to the above circumstance ; and 
should any of your readers be able and 
willing to give me any further particulars 
respecting this manufacture, which may 
be conducive to the healtli of those env 
ployed in it, they will much oblige 

A Constant Readbr. 
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Scloppetaria; or Considerations on the Nature and Use of Rifle Barrel GuAs; with 
Reference to their forming the Basis of a permanent Systeni of national Defence, 



agreeable to the Genius of the Country. 
Price 9»- London, 1808. 

WE understand that this book is 
wntten by Henry Beaufoy, Esq. son 
of Mark Beaufoy, Esq. of Hackney 
Wkk, F. R. S. and colonel of the 1st 
royal regiment of Tower Hamlets' 
Biilitia. The earl of Moira has been 
properly selected as the patron of 
this work, both as an eminent mili- 
tary character, and as being consta- 
ble of the tower of London, and lord 
lieotemmt of that portion of the coun- 
ty of Middlesex which comprehends 
the Tower Hamlets. 

The perusal of this volume has 
^ven us gre^t pleasure. Its contents 
arc truly interesting. They are the 
result of science combined with prac- 
tice ; and bear honourable testimony 



By a Corporal of Riflemen. 8vo. pp. 2il. 

proportion, with regular troops arm- 
ed with our English muskets, and) 
above all, our English bayonet; a wea- 
pon irresistible, when urged home 
by the muscular arm of our gallant 
countrymen— witness Maida ;— wit- 
ness Vimeira ;— witness Corunna !— 
Mr. Beaufoy says, it is not intended 
to urge the indiscriminate use of rifle- 
barrelled guns, " but to render troops 
armed with them, as a distinct and 
cooperative force, more general and 
important; where the musket ends 
or begins, the rifle commencing or 
leaving off. For the fact is, that in 
any other view they become a nullity. 
Tbe moment a rifleman suffers him- 
self to be closed, his weapon becomes 



to the ingenuity and perseverance of of less use than the common musket ; 



Mr.'8«aufoy ; to the judicious selec 
li(m of experiments, and to the acute- 
ness with ''which conclusions have 
heen drawn, and corollaries deduced. 
The author by no means runs riot 
with his subject. He does not ascribe 
to the rifle barrelled gtm^ properties 
which it does not possess ; nor does 
he wish to substitute it for all other of- 
fensive weapons. He certainly wishes 
to make expert riflemen of all oui^ 
volunteers ; -but then he would not 
rely upon liflemen only in a pitched 
battle. He would mix them; ia due 

VOL. II t^ ' 



since the delay in loading would now 
be injurious, and the exactness unne- 
cessary." Again, in another place, he 
observes : 

•* To conceive their excellence, never- 
thelessy it is not necessary, with the ordi- 
nary spirit of enthuaiastidk theorists, to 
attribute to them more than their own * 
certain qualities ; to render the extensive 
use of rifle corps, here recommended, 
effectual, it must be unfaihngly kept in 
yiew, that they are to be regarded as « 
species of troops entirely distinct from 
every other, though acting with, and per- 
haps mutually dependent on ail of tliem. 
He who shall «xp<BCt irom them the ordi* 
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nary dit^s of the batitalion, or artillery, 
or even of light infantry, will be disup- 
poinled, though in proper situations tliey 
will effect more than cither. In close 
combat, or where the bayonet is alone to 
be employed, they are useless ; for the 
meanest mujiket in mimbers will be suf- 
ficient. In storming' parties^ tliey will be 
iklso inefficient ; since, as obscne J by the 
intelligent author already mentioned, in 
the agiiatlon necessarily occasioned by 
the violence of such moments, they will 
be unequal to that cod and steady fire, 
on vliich their whole purpose depends ; 
a circumstance, perhaps, proved by their 
similar employment at Buenos Ayres and 
Montevideo. For similar reasons the 
confounding them with mere light infan- 
try, or attributing to them a cliaracter of 
still greater celerity, as when tltey have 
been made to run by the side of the ca- 
valry!* tlie real advantages of a rifie 
corps will not be obtained. But nourish- 
ed and animated by an esprit dn corps, 
only to be inspired by preserving them in 
their proper situation, they will never fail 
to fuilkisli all that shall be required of 
them. Let them then no longer receive 
Uie censure of the battalions. Each man 
tlius employed will feel, as the historian 
says of Fabius — J\'ati ignorabat se timidum, 
pro cauto ; imhfffkm, pro perito belH, ha- 
^ri: at malitit ut ae kostis metnerit, quam 
HuUi civea laudarent. Let them no longer 
be supposed as Ifiving to >'ar new hov- 
rours; out rather as tending to shorten its 
ealamities, and to determine the conflicts 
of nations, by an efficiency in arms wor- 
thy of the highly civilized state of Eu- 
rope, and of tlie world. Above all, let ut 
remember, that whatever shall promise 
to enable us to maintain the independence 
of our own country — to preserve sacred 
tl\ose accumulated rights which have 
been created by the wisdom, or purcha- 
scd by the blood of o«r ancestors, ought 
to be well considered, and if proved 
worthy of adoption, to be adopted with 
vigour. Let us never forget, thiit we live 
»ot alone for ourselves, but that we hold 
also the rijrhis of posterity, which are not 
to l>e committed by our act.** 

This i« the language of a genuine 
patriot. Here the principles which 
hdve ever distinpfuished the Litei'ary 
Panorama identify with thofie of our 
spirited young author. 

* This was the duty of the 95th rifle 
i-cgiment, at the camp formed in Uie 
summer of^ I think, 1806, on Shomcliffe 

iiCight*. 



We slmll give another quotatioii 
from the introduction, on the compa- 
rison between the musket and the 
rifle barrelled gun. 

" A musket will fire five shots to one 
from & rifle, as generally used. In nji ac* 
tion of an hour, the musket then will 
have fired perhaps 100 shots (the num- 
bers are indifferent, as they will always 
be relative) and the rifle 20. Supposing' 
1 in 200 shots of the musket to tell 
(which many will not allow by half) it 
must fire incessantly fi^r more thao two 
hoars before it can be cei-tain of taking 
cflect, and this too, reckoning the fi-e- 
quent opportunity of firing at a whole line, 
where deviation to the right or left would 
be immaterial Allowing to the rifle, with 
less indulgence, a certainty of eflfect in 
but one shot of twenty, which none at all 
conversant with rifle shooting will admit 
to be suflficient, firing 20 shots in an 
hour, gives even then a balance in its fa- 
vour of more than two to one in the 
number of killed, wounded, or disabled, 
against the objection of time lost in load- 
ing. Thus, then, taking five to one against 
a rifle in the first instance, becaiise we 
give to the musket five times the number 
of shots, and adding the two to one in 
its favour from the number of killed and 
wounded, on striking the balance, it will 
be found to leave to the rifle a decided 
advantage of seven to one. In this com- 
putation, the average distance at which 
the rifle is to be fired is from 250 to 400 
yards. 

•* The most superficial observer will na- 
turally see, at the same time, the compara- 
tive* saving in ammunition, and be ena- 
bled to form an idea of its importance, 
by calculating tlie valtte of a load used 
for a rifle and a musket, as charged by 
government ; by conceiving the value of 
a cartridge on its arrival in the Bust or 
AVest Indies ; tlie diffci-ent proportion of 
ammunition wagons ; and the inconveni- 
ence to an army of a numerous train of 
carnages ; and be thus enabled to perceive 
how far the advantages arising out of these 
circumstances, will set ofl^against the dif- 
ference of expense between the weapons. 
An oflicer of undoubted verwsity assured 
the writer, that a party of light infantry 
under his command in Egypt, fired away 
60,000 rounds in driving in that of an ' 
enemy, of 'which he really believed, that 
»ot above four or five were killed or wound- 
ed on the part of the eaemy. 

" Of the utility of coi-ps armed with ri*. 
fled barrelled guns, or of riflemen, as 
tkcy are generally, though not very defi- 
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vdvely odled, 1^ proofs are innutnera- 
hle. As a lifht, erratick force concealing 
itself with facility, and forming an am- 
buscade at will, its effects are mcalcula- 
Ue. 

" By combining the solid column, or the 
ettended line, as now practised by the 
best tacticians, with considerable bodies 
of light troops, a mutual confidence is in- 
spired; the former, aware that all the 
harassing duties of the petite guerre will 
be performed by the latter, and these in 
twn knowing that they have troops ready 
termed en wuuse, behind which they may 
retire when closely pressed. The origin 
of this idea is of no trifling date, being to 
be found in the relations of the Sociit the 
VeliteM^ Sagittariif and Fumlitore* of the 
Bomans, to the main body #f their army, 
fermed on a principle similar to that which 
will ultimately be mentioned In this in- 
tFOduction; while its modem practice will 
be recognised in the Hussars~ and Pan- 
doursof the Prussians and Austrians; the 
Croats of the Russians ; the Albanians of 
tiie Turks, and the Amauts serving with 
the Russians and British in Italy. Ever 
dndking and roaming about the country, 
tbey compel the enemy to be constantly 
onthe watch and alert, in apprehension of 
SB attack. With such troops, tlie enemy 
cannot despatch a detachment or reen- 
forcement» or effect ^y movement of con- 
sequence, scarcely transmit a return, or 
tven send a messenger, without informa- 
tion being conveyed by various means to 
tibe army employing them. They are dis- 
persed in every direction; their effects 
are felt at distant points at the same mo- 
ment; and they tend to affect the mind of 
an enemy by constantly presenting to him 
unexpected obstacles, a circumstance 
which will never be omitted in the consi- 
deration of a general." 

The passages already quoted may 
suffice to take off all objection to 
Scloppetaria, on the score of substi- 
tuting the rifle for the musket. It is 
much to be wished, however, that 
our Tolunteers, at least, were to a 
man masters of the rifle* 

In the event of an invasion with an 
overwhelming French army, we sup- 
pose that our generals would decline 
i rather than seek an opportunity of 
fighting a pitched battle. All authors 
of talent who have written on this 
subject, have recommended the /lO" 
ranging system of warfare, the /letite 
guerre. To this the rifle is peculiarly 
adapted ; and if in Spain, instead of 



engaging the columns 4>f the enemy, 
as the brave patriots have done, they 
had carried on war upon the other 
principle, does it not seem probable 
that the armies of Cuesta, Castanos, 
Blake and Romana, might yet have 
remained nearly entire ; and that th« 
invading hordes, daily and hourly at* 
tacked in a hostile country, by invisi- 
ble and destructive opponents, must 
have been reduced to insignificance ? 
We are bold to say^ that if the Spa- 
niards even yet adopt this mode of 
fighting, suited in a peculiar manner 
to the Fabian system [for Buonaparte 
is to Spain what Hannibal was to 
Italy] they will finally triumph 
over their enemies. Burgoyne's ar- 
my had never capitulated at Saratoga 
if the Americans had been without 
riflemen. 

In the introduction to Schfipetariaf 
we have a very curious historical ac- 
count of missile weapons in England. 
The glories of this island, while its 
" might stood ufion archeru^* are duly 
characterized ; and the acts of parlia- 
ment, passed from time to time, to 
encourage archery, are pointed out. 
We observe one small oversight in 
this detail, p. 12, where Fortescue's 
learned work " De Laudibua Legum 
jingiia"'\^ represented as having been 
written after the 33d of Henry the 
VIII. [154 J]. Fortescue was made 
chief justice of the king's bench in 
1442. Though he was certainly ap- 
pointed chancellor to Henry VI. du- 
ring that prince's exile in Scotland, 
it is not known that he ever exercised 
the functions of that high office in 
England. What led our author into 
this anacronism, in all probability, 
was this circumstance^ that Fortes- 
cue's work was not published till 
tbje reij^n of Henry VIII* He died 
in 1465. 

The theory of the rifle barrelled 
gun is very happily explained by ana- 
logical reasoning ; for the application 
of which, Quintilian is cited in a note 
— " analogix hoc vis est, ut id quod 
dubium est, ad aliquid simile de quo 
non ^ir-criiur^i^l^^^^y^f rta cef- 
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tis p!N)bcl/*— The angle bFaberradon 
in the case of buUetB discharged from 
an ordinary musket is ever consider- 
able; but the deflection from the ori- 
ginal line of flight, is an inconTeni- 
ence which arrows shot from a bow 
were not found so liable. The rea- 
son has been proved to be, that the 
feather on the arrow gives a sfunning 
motion to the shaft as it flies through 
the air, and causes it*o revolve round 
its longitudinal axk. Turning quick- 
ly round, as much as the arrow de- 
viates to one side in its flight, the 
aberration is corrected by the almost 
instantaneous pressure of the air on 
the other; and thus its veEtiginous 
motion leads it directly from the bow 
to the mark. JThis theory is most in- 
geniously pursued, and, in our judg- 
ment, demonstratedi by various ex- 
periments made on bodies passing 
through resisting media; and it most 
satisfactorily appears, that the preci- 
sion wiih which a leaden ball shot 
from a rifle barrelled gun hits the 
object at which it is discharged, arisea 
from the indentations which it re* 
ceives in passing along the grooves 
spirally worked within the barrel. 
This theory is discussed in the three 
first chapters ; to which, and to the 
plates accompanying them, we refer 
our readers* This book is illustrated 
by nine plates, exclusive of the fron- 
ticepiece, and several engravings of 
perforated targets, showing the com- 
parative effects of different pieces 
fired at various distances. These are 
executed in a style of peculiar and 
expressive neatness ;. and the entire 
work is well worth the notice of eve- 
ry man in the kingdom, capable of 
bearing arm^. There is hardly a 
single point, however minute, rela- 
tive to the rifle gun, which is not dis- 
cussed. On the subject of gunfiovf^ 
der we shall give a passage, because 
it shows a safe and easy mode of dry- 
ing it, which, more generally known/ 
may prevent dmgerous accidents. 

"In preserving powder, the principal 
difflciilty 18 to keep the saltpetre in its 



cQiiipositioii from getting da^bp, hf xmln. 
boBg the moisture of the atmosphere ; fbv 
it is not sufficient that the vessel in which 
it is kept, be in a covered silaation ; us « 
room or cupboard for example, but it 
should be kept So closely stopped down 
as to preclude the entrance of the air. If 
a certain c}uantity be first of all well diiedi 
and the weight then nicely ascertained, 
if it be left for a few hours exposed in an 
uncovered plate, on being reweig^ed it 
will be found to have increased consider* 
ably in weight. The reason assigned is, 
the quantity of moisture it has attracted 
from the atmosphere ; for if it be again 
dried, the weight will be found reduced to 
its former standard. 

" Some have thought that a certain de- 
gree of moisttire enabled tlie powder to 
diseng-age, on combustion, a greater quan- 
tity of gas than when dry ; but this does 
not appear to be the fact. For surely, the 
more titddenkf and rapidhf the ignitieHi 
takes place, the more wddenfy will the 
vapour be produced; and as the ball is 
entirely propelled by the suddennen of the 
generation of the vapour, it should follow, 
that every particle of moisture contained 
in the grains must retard the ignitioiti 
and consequently the effect of the powder. 

** The effects of the atmosphere on pow* 
der are well known to all practitioners and 
sportsmen, and therefore it is very usual 
for rifle shots to increase their charges in 
damp weather, and at all events never to 
leave tlieir loading horn on the damp 
ground. Hence, Wien, the side pocket 
used by riflemen for receiving the powder 
horn has a greater advantage than mere 
convenience, inasmuch as it, from its 
situation, enables the powder to derive 
considerable warmth from the body, and 
thus keeps it drier. This is confirmed by 
the greater effect produced by powder, 
previously made quite hot, and then 
lighted, than if ignited at the usual tem- 
perature. Again, we all know, that after 
a few rounds from a cannon, as the metal 
gets hotter, the cartridges used are filled 
with smaller quantities of powder, not 
only to avoid unnecessary recoil^ but also 
a needless waste of powder, as the small- 
cr quantities of it are found to produce 
the same effect when the gim is heated, 
as the larger, when the cannon was fir.st 
fired and cold. It seems, then, not an • 
unfah- conclusion, that the heat of the 
metal raising the temperature of the pow. 
der in the cartridge so much, as to put it, 
as it were, in a partial state of ignition, 
before the match is applied, the develop, 
ment of gas is more instantaneous, and 

Digitized by Vji^iJS' IC 



BEAITPOn mwpp&fAmA. 



u§ 



tiierefb0e» tiie effect jprodnced the ^reat> 
ct. like llklckness or metal in great and 
uaaSX arms^ being somewhat proportional^ 
when the powder is fired, a part of the 
beat is absorbed in raising the tempera- 
ture of the cold barrel. To such as are 
litnd of rifle shooting, we should recom- 
MBd the purchase of two, three, or half 
ft doeen pounds of powder, always of the 
best qoaJity, to be mixed well together 
with Ae hands, to prevent the contact of 
»ny thing that might inflame it, till ren- 
dered as homogeneons as possible. 

'^Itshould be laid on a large water«dish» 
IQed with boiling water, where after a 
few minutes stirring, it will be found con* 
tiderably heated, and consequently dried. 
If then put into bottles well dried, and 
previously heated, for the purpose of ex- 
pelling every particle of moisture, and 
closely corked, it may be kept for any 
length of time, and in any situation, with* 
9Ut being deteriorated as to strength or 
^ludity. The water plate is recommended 
OD account of its safety, in preference to 
other methods used, as passing a heated 
fire shovel over it, and so on. If powder 
be well dried, it will not soil the hands, 
md therefore ^ere is no difficulty in as* 
certaining when it may be removed from 
the pUte to the bottle, without fear of the 
operation being sufficiently completed.'** 

We did intend noticing several 
other interesting *passages» but we 
have not room. We will venture to 
say that no military library can be 
complete without Mr. Beaufoy*8 
book. 

• Powder should not, however, be fre- 
^uendy exposed to heat, in this way, as 
etery time, a certaun portion of the sulphur 
is carried oif in the shape of vapour, and 
u the goodness depends chiefly on the 
three different ingredients, used in its 
inainidu^ture, bearing a certain proportion 
to each other, one cannot be diminished, 
vithout deterioratiDg the quality of the 
vfaole. 



It would be injustice to omit ouf 
approbation of the superiour manner 
of arrangement adopted in this vo- 
lume. Instead of a chaos of infor- 
mation, which frequently defeats the 
Igood effects of intrinslek merit in 
professional works, each article is ar* 
ranged under its own proper head, 
and an index presents a ready refer* 
ence to it, thus uniting the fociHties 
of a dictionary to the interest of an 
able treatise. In addition to the sci- 
entifick information which abounds 
in these pages, it contains a great 
variety of very interesting reflections 
and observations, relative to militarf 
concerns in general — the organiza- 
fion of the army— of a battalion— 4he 
selection of light infantry men —of 
riflemen. Some very valuable hints 
relative to the improvement of the 
dress, accoutrements, and luggage 
of troops— and similar topicks. To 
those whose rank gives weight to 
their opinions in military matters, 
this work should form an object ot 
study. All, who are any way inte- 
rested in the subject, should read it 
attentively. And we hope that we 
shall not be deemed impertinent in 
recommending to the able author, 
to compile an abridgment of the 
most prominent and useful arti- 
cles of the work, omitting, for ex- 
ample, all theoretick speculations^ 
and thus, by producing a useful shil- 
ling pamphlet, enable every rifleman 
in the kingdom, whether regular or 
volunteer, to profit by the experience 
and the knowledge'which the patriot- 
ick studies of th^' author have eli-^ 
cited. 
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P«OM THX qTTAaTERLV REVIEW. 

Periodical Accounts relative to the Baptist Missionary Society. Major Scott Waring^ 
— Twining, Vindication of the Hindoos, &c. &c. 



THE rapid prog^ress of Christi- 
anity during the first ages of the 
cburchi and its victory over the esta- 
blished forms of classical supersti- 
tion> the schools of ancient philoso- 
phy, and the barbarous mythologies 
of the northern nations, were the uni- 
ted produce of the ardent piety and 
indefatigable zeal of the first preach- 
ers of the Gospel, and the blessing 
and assistance of Heaven. But, it is 
observable that, in later times, the 
faith has been spread more by colo- 
nization than conversion. How is it 
that the latter has been so deplorably 
checked ? The Romanists accuse the 
Protestants for their indifference; the 
Protestants retort upon the Romanists 
for their corruptions* There is but 
too much truth in the charge on either 
side ; but the reproach is better found- 
ed than the recrimination. 

This evil grew out of the reforma* 
tion, and it is the only evil attendant 
upon that blessed event which has 
continued to the present times. The 
schism between the Greeks and La- 
tins was less mischievous. There the 
parties were so little in contact, that 
their hatred was without exaspera- 
tion ; and each talked its own non- 
sense, without attempting to convert 
the other, except by the innocent and 
inefficient formalities of a council. 
Separated from the whole Latin 
church by their geographical situa- 
tion, by the great boundary of lan<- 
guage, by their political relations, 
their pride of elder and superiour 
civilisation, and their semi-oriental 
manners, the Greeks were scarcely 
included in the idea of Christendom, 
and our crusaders sometimes found 
them as hostile as the Saracens. 
But jhe revolution which Luther ef- 
fected produced a civil war between 
the members of that great Gothick 
family, who, amid all their civil dis- 
Sjensions, had ever till then remem- 



bered their common origin, and whea 
the interests of Christianity were in- 
question acted as one body, with one 
heart and will. Before this struggle 
was over, the zeal of protestantism 
had spent itself. All sects and com- 
munities of religion settle and purify 
after their first effervescence. The© 
they become vapid* The protestaBt 
churches had reached this second 
stage, when they were securely and 
peaceably established: their turbid 
elements had cleared away, but the 
quickening spirit was gone also^ 
While they had zeal to attempt the 
work of converting heathen nations 
they had no opportunity, and when 
the opportunity came, the zeal had 
evaporated. The Dutch, indeed, did 
something in Ceylon-— a poor atone- 
ment for the irreparable evil which 
they occasioned in Japan. Quakerism 
sent forth a few apostles to the pope 
and the great Turk, ^nd the good 
spirit which animated them was so 
far communicated to the personages 
whom they addressed, that> little used 
as they were to the benignant moodf 
they sent the gentle zealots safely 
home again. A Danish mission was 
established in India, where it has 
continued merely because it is an 
establishitient* Assistance has, in- 
deed, been given to it by our own so- 
ciety, for promoting Christian know* 
ledge ; and some attempts have been 
made among the North American 
savages by the society for propaga- 
ting the Gospel in foreign parts. But 
these effoits, however laudable, have 
had no very extensive consequences ; 
and protestantism has rather attempt- 
ed than effected the work of conver- 
sion. 

There is, however, in all religious 
communities a vivacious and vivifick 
principle not to be found in the sarof 
degree in political bodies ; their hold 
is upon the heart of roan, upon hi^ 

Digitized by Vji^VJ V IC 



AN ACCOtJNT OF TH» BAFTIST MI80IOXAltT SOCIETY. 



151 



hopes and fearS) the weakness and 
the strength of his nature. From 
dme to time some individual appears, 
who, whether inspired or infatuated, 
resigns himself to the impulse, and 
li]ring aside all human motives at his 
oQtaet, acts with a contempt of world- 
If maxims and wordly prudence, 
which ensures him success in what 
the maxims and the prudence of the 
world would have withheld him from 
ittempting. Such was St. Bernard ; 
sQch were Francesco and Domingo, 
who saved the Romish church from 
revolution in the 13th century ; such, 
in later ages, were Loyola and his 
mightier contemporary Luther ; and 
such, in times which may almost be 
oftKed owr own, were Wesley and 
Whitefield. These men are the Loy- 
dia& of protestantism* It is easy to re- 
^, it is easier still to ridicule them* 
The saoest mind will sometimes feel 
imligBat^R as well as sorrow at pe* 
rosmg their journals— but he must 
have little foresight who does not 
perceive, that of all men of their ge- 
oeratioti they Were the most efficient. 
The statesmen and the warriours of 
the last reign are in the grave, and 
their works have died also* They 
moved the body only, and the motion 
ceased with the impulse. Peace un- 
did their work of war, and war again 
aura veiled their finest webs of peace. 
Bat these fanaticks set the mind and 
the soul in action. The stirring which 
they excited continues to widen and 
incresbe, and to produce good and 
evil ; and future generations will long 
continue to feel the eifects. 

It oannot here be necessary to at- 
tend to the classificatiob of sectarian- 
itiD. The Wcsleyans, the orthodox 
cfissenters of every description, and 
the eraogelical churchmen may all be. 
comprehended under the gcnerick 
name of Methodists. The religion 
which they preach is not the religion 
of our fkthers, and what they have 
akered they have made worse: but 
they proceed with zeal and perseve- 
woce; and the purest forms, when 
ftey we fcrmsoDly, ara little iible to 



resist such assailants. Some evil 
they have done, and greater evil they 
will do ; but all evil brings with it 
its portion of good, and is permitted 
only as it is ultimately subservient to 
g^d. T^hat spirit of enthusiasm by 
wluch Europe was converted to Chris- 
tianity, they have in some measure 
revived, and they have removed from 
protestantism a part of its reproach* 
The efforts which they are making 
to disseminate the Gospel are un- 
doubtedly praiseworthy, and though 
not always wisely directed, not more 
erroneously than was to be expected 
from their inexperience in the ardu- 
ous task which they have undertaken, 
and from the radical errours of their 
system of belief. 

The first of these missionary asso- 
ciations in point of time, and the only 
one which has become the subject of 
controversy, is that designated by the 
name of the " Particular Baptist So- 
ciety* for propagating the Gospel 
among the Heathen." Its efforts ^t 
present are directed exclusively to- 
wards India* 

This Hussion, which is represent- 
ed by its enemies as so dangerous to 
the British empire in India, and 
thereby, according to a logick learnt 
from Buonaparte, to England also,, 
originated in a man, by name Wil- 
liam Carey, who, till the 24th year 
of his age was a working shoemaker. 
Sectarianism has this main advantage 
over the established church, that its 
men of ability certainly find their sta-, 
tion, and none of its talents are ne- 
glected or lost, Carey was a studi- 
ous and pious man, his faith wrong, 
his feelings right. He made him- 
self completely versed in Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew, and was thea 
ordained among the Calvinistick Bap- 
tists. For many years his heart was 
set upon the conversion of the hea- 
then. This vras the favourite topick 

. • The Particular Baptista are Calvin- 
ists. The General Baptists are those of 
any other description, * who agree in the 
practice of baptizing adults by immer- 
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of bis C0iiversa&oiit Im pmyers, 9bA 
his fiermoDs ; and from tbe earnest* 
Bess with which he seemed to feel 
the subject, and the remarkable ap» 
titude which he possessed in acqui* 
ring languages, his friends were in* 
dttced to think that he was peculiarly 
fi>rB>ed for some such undertakings 
In the year 179 1, being at a meeting 
of his brother ministers at Clipstone. 
in Northamptonshire, he proposed 
this question for discttssion : ^^ Whe« 
ther it were not pi*acticable, and our 
bounden duty to attempt somewhat 
towards spreading the Gospel in the 
heathen world." He was then re- 
<}uested to publish an inquiry which 
he had written upon the subject ; and 
at a subsequent minister's meeting 
(as these convocations are called) this 
society was -formed, and a subscrip- 
tion begun for carrying its object 
into effect. The money then raised 
amounted only to i SL 3«. 6(k but want 
of money ift such cases, is a molehill 
in the way of zeal* 

Before any plan had been formed) 
or any place fixed for their opera* 
tions, they found that John Thomas, 
a member of their own church, late* 
ly returned fi*om Bengal, was endea- 
vouring to establish a fund in London 
for a mission to that country. This 
is the person who is called a madman 
by Major Scott Waring, and said by 
him to have died raving mad. That 
gentleman has been misinformed 
Once during his life Thomas was 
deranged for some weeks, and the 
ardour and constitutional irritability 
of his mind evinced in him a tenden* 
cy to madness, from which religion 
might have contributed to preserve 
him, by giving that ardour a steady 
direction towards one worthy object. 
There are passages in his letters and 
journals which may make a jester 
merry, and a wise man sorrowful. 
They spring from the insanity of the 
system, not of the individual. But 
there are also abundant proofs of a 
zeal, a warmth of heart, a genius-— 
which in the Romish church would 
have obtained altars for him, and 



which in our &wu eolitle him to i«* 
spect and admiration* He*hadpreaob» 
ed to the natives in Bengal, and pro- 
duced effect enough to convince him 
that much might be done there^ 
Here then was a way opened for the 
society. They engaged him a»a im* 
sionary. Carey consented to accont* 
pany him with his whole family, and 
in 1793 they sailed in a Danish India* 
man* 

Thomas, who was a surgeon, in- 
tended to support himself by his pro* 
fession. Carey's plan was to take 
land and to cultivate it for his main* 
tenance. After many difficuldes they 
accepted the superiatendance of two 
indigo factories in the neighbottr^ 
hood of Malda, and covenants were 
granted them by the British govern* 
ment* Fountain, another missionaryt 
was sent to join them here, and he 
and Carey, having acquired the com* 
mon language of the country. prOf 
ceeded with a translation of the Scrip- 
tures into Bengalee, which Thomas 
had begun during his former resi- 
dence in BengaU In 1799^ a reen* 
forcement of four brethren came oot; 
permission to settle in the British 
territory was refused them, and Ca- 
rey and Fountain, therefore, found it 
expedient to remove to Serampoie, 
where the Danish govemour prolect* 
ed and favoured them* Here they 
purchased a house, and organised 
themselves into a family society, re^ 
solving that whatever was done by 
any member should be for the beD^ 
of the mission. They opened a achool 
in which the children of those xm- 
tives who chose to send them were 
instructed gratuitously. The transla* 
tion was by this time nearly compter 
ted* Ward, one of the last mia* 
sionaries, understood printings Thof 
formed a printing office, and adverti- 
sed for subscribers to a Bengalee fii* 
ble* 

Hitherto no convert had bttm 
made ; but now, when some of tbe 
missionaries could converse flueotij 
in the language of the people, ^nd 
portions of the Scripture and rdmp 
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«0a Ifttts vtev& provided for diatribu^ 
«on. Tfadr preaching in the town 
«isd neighbourhood soon produced 
coosidei^le effect. They entered 
into controversy with the BrahmanS) 
vidiciiied their fables, and confuted 
cbeir &lse philosophy; nor did the 
iiQmerotis bystander$ discover any 
fispteasure at seeing these impostors 
silenced and confounded. But when 
the first Hindoo, though in no higher 
ftation than that of a carpenter, was 
tfidy converted, declared his inten* 
^m of receiving baptism, and by eat- 
ing with the missionaries publickly 
hrake his cast— a great uproar arose, 
and Kristoo the convert, and his 
vMe fiumly, were seized and drag- 
^ before the Danish magistrate. 
The senseless mob, when they had 
otfrted them there, had no accusa- 
don to make against them ; and the 
nagistrate commended the new Chris- 
ikas for having chosen the better 
pan, and dismissed them. They 
were brought back again upon a 
dwrge, that Kristno refused to deli* 
fcr up his daughter to a man with 
whom she was i^ntracted in marri- 
age. This charge was true. She had 
been espoused to him four years be- 
fore, being then ten years of age^ 
md after the espousals had returned 
1t> her father's house, there to reside 
til she was marriageable. The par- 
ties appeared before the Danish go- 
vemour, and the girl declared she 
vouki become a Christian with her 
{ttfaer. The bridegroom was then 
$sktdf whether he would renounce 
licathenism ; and on his replying no, 
the govemour told him that he could 
Bftt posMbly deliver up a Christian 
WOTiaa to a lieatben. The next day 
Kmtno was publickly baptized, after 
the manner of the Bs^tist church, 
by immersion in the Ganges, and 
wkh.him Felix Carey, the mission- 
ary's eldest son. The governour and 
a number of Europeans, native Por- 
toguese, Hindoos and Moslem were 
present^ and one of the brethren^ 
then labouring under a mortal dis- 
€Bse> was bjmught in « palankeen tg^ 
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Vltneas this'iirst triumph of the faith. 
•Carey addressed the spectators in 
Bengalee, declaring that he and his 
iellows did not hold the river sacred: 
k was only water, and the person 
about to be baptized, professed by 
this act to put off all their deities, 
and all sin, and to put on Cl^rist* 
The ceremony was impressive. The 
Danish g6vei*nour could not restrain 
his tears, and all the beholders seem* 
ed to be struck witli the solemnity 
of the rite. " Ye gods of stone and 
clay,*' says one of the mission n ies, 
**did ye not tremble when in the nume 
of the Father, Son^ and Holy Spirit, 
one of your votaries sii'ook you as the 
dust from his feet !" 

Three months after Kristno's bap- 
tism, Golak, his daughter^ was seized 
at some little distance from his house, 
and carried off by two men, one of 
whom was the person to whom she 
had been contracted in marriage. 
The father overtook them. He was 
beaten unmercifully, and she forced 
across the river to Calcutta, and beat* 
en also. As they passed by a police 
station she cried out. The master of 
police called them before him. Go- 
lak said she had heard of the love 
and sufferings of Christ; these things 
bad laid hold of her mind ; she was 
become a Christian from choice, and 
was not willing to go with this man. 
They were detained for further inqui- 
ry, and the next day appeared again 
before the magistrate, together with 
Kristno. The man claimed her as 
his lawful wife, and the magistrate 
said he could not separate them ; but 
would take care that she should pro- 
fess what religion she chose. This 
prbmise he did not perform, and the 
father, after one visit to his child, was 
not allowed to see her again. Appli- 
cation was made to the magistrate 
that this might be permitted. No 
answer was vouchsafed ; and when 
Kristno spoke to him upon the sub- 
ject, he past on without making the 
slightest reply. Kristno was exceed- 
ingly fond of this daughter, and no 
circumstance could, be, conceived 
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morcrdi»treasiiig to one in hh stkW 
of mind* His little children were 
cryingr about the house for their sister^ 
«nd he, in the sincerity and fervour 
of his belief affirmed, that if she were 
dead he could better bear tbat-afflic^ 
txon than that she should be dragged 
to the worship of idols. The bus* 
band must have been greatly attach* 
«d to this girl. She had already lost 
cast, and he<paid fifty rupees to the 
Bi^ahmans as the first step towards 
recovering it ; but fthe absolutely re« 
fused to colmbit with him, sayings 
that living or dead she would be 
Christ's. Ill usage was tried to make 
her change her faith, withput effect. 
The father, taking Carey with him* 
obtained admittance to her, and Ca- 
rey had reason to believe his life 
was then in- dangei>— He left the 
house in time* Kristno was taken 
before the magistrate, when the fa* 
Iher of the husband deposed, with 
that contempt of truth for which the 
Hindoos are so infamous, that he had 
brought three or four Europeans to 
take away his son's wife by force. 
The magistrate, not believing thist 
refused to take his deposition ; but 
told him> if Kristno went again to his 
house, to beat him away. Twelve 
months wearied out the hufiband's 
obstinacy, and after having often beat 
the girl for not eating food which 
had been oliered to idols, and for call- 
iiig on the name of Jesus, he suffer- 
ed her to return, and she was bap- 
tized* His own mind, however, was 
impressed by the constancy which 
he had witnessed^ and after an in- 
terval of nearly three years, he fol- 
lowed her to her father's house,, em- 
braced the faith which he had so 
violently opposed, and is at this time 
a Chrisiian. 

This case has been plainly and 
briefly staled, because the civil autho- 
rity was appealed to on both sides ; 
and surely the English magistrate 
cannot be accused of not having suffi- 
ciently favoured the established su- 
perstitions. It is given also as one 
fact in confutaiioa of the absurd 



opinion,' that it 10 imposdbleto troa* 
vert a Hindoo. Here is a whole fiatnri* 
ly converted, not nominally as many 
of the Catholick converts have beeSy 
but actually and thoroughly persua* 
ded that it was their duty and eter* 
nai interest to renounce a senseless 
idolatry, and be baptized into the faitb 
of Christ, which they understand as 
well as any person of their own rank 
in England ; beUer indeed than most, 
because they have been^more care- 
fully instructed, and which ftddi 
Kristno is at this time zealously and 
successfully preaching to hts country* 
men* 

One other instance occurred in 
which the magistrate was called upon* 
The mother of a young tonvert «»• 
med Ghorachund, came weeping, and 
almost distracted to claim l»r son* 
Ward, the missionary, told him to 
go aside and comfort her ; and ano* 
ther convert explained to her the rea- 
son why. he was there— that be was 
happy, and learning the way to Hea* 
ven. She, -however, was not to be 
reconciled. Ward then went to her, 
and told her no force should be used 
on either side : the youth should go 
or stay at his own will ; and he ask- 
ed him which he would do. Ghora- 
chund replied, he would stay and be 
baptized, and then return to her ;— 
and they requested her to come aad 
see him whenever she pleased. She, 
however, threatened to drown herself 
in the Ganges, and went immediately 
to the Danish magistrate^ and to sook 
of the principal Bengalese. The lad 
was sent for. He affirmed that he bi> 
came a Christian of his own free 
choice* The mother and her friends 
were questioned what they intended 
to do with him if they took himawi^y. 
Put him in irons, they answered, and 
confine him in the house. This answer 
determined the magistrate not to suf- 
fer force to be used, and he told the 
mother that her son must be left 
wholly to his own choice.. The next 
day, as Ghorachuud was going to the 
mission house, he was seized. He 
cried out bitterly^ a scuffie ensued-* 
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te nob and ^e soldiefs on guard 
lansted tbc id(^ters> and he was 
farced into a boat. Two of the native 
tmthren were taken before a inagia* 
tnte on the charge of having beaten 
ft Brahman in the struggle. They 
irore committed to pnson, and re- 
ceived some injury from tlie mob on 
their way there. Meantime some of 
the misaionaries pursued the boat^ 
came up with it, and rescued the 
convert, whom they brought back in 
ttsomph ; but the mother, when she 
sair him going back, struck her head 
agttOBt tte bcKEit and was almost dis« 
traded* Application was immediately 
made- to the Danish govemour on be- 
half of the two prisoners^ and they 
vere liberated. 

Great stress is laid upon this story 
by Major Scdtt Waring, who says 
that a more disgraceful scene ^ever 
occurred in a civilized country. " The 
case,** he adds, " ought instantly to 
have been submitted to the gover- 
noor general in council. It was not 
for the missionaries, nor for a Danish 
magistrate to determine at what age 
the authority of a parent over a child 
is to cease." It is difficult to discover 
what there is disgraceful in the case ; 
distressing it certainly was, as all 
eases must be in which a sense of 
duty, real or imaginary, is opposed 
lothe ties of natural affection ; but, 
whenever and wherever any struggle 
of opinion takes place, such cases 
must occur. What would Major 
Scott Waring have ? A lad comes to 
ithc raissionailes for instruction, who 
h old enough to think and act for 
himself. It is the distinguishing te- 
net of the Baptists to receive none 
into their church as members till 
they have arHved at years of dhcre- 
tiflh* He attends their school ; is con- 
vinced that the idolatry in which he 
has been brought up, is a system of 
fraud and falsehood ; is taught to be- 
lieve that it is damnable, and that his 
eternal bliss or misery depends upon 
his renouncing it, and embracing the 
doctrines of Christ. The boldest in- 
iidel will not be impudent enough to 



deliy that Ghorachund was right in 
his preference. If the govemour 
general had been called on, could he 
have acted otherwise than the Danish 
magistrate did, to whom both parties 
with strict propriety appealed, be- 
cause the affair took place within hi« 
jurisdiction ? Could any Christian 
govemour have consented and enact- 
ed, that a Christian convert might bt 
&rcibly carried off and put in con- 
finement,* for the avowed purpose 
of making him relapse into idolatry ? 
^ The unfortunate mother,*^ says Ma- 
jor Scott Waring, " came like Chry- 
seis to Agamemnon, praying the re- 
lease of her dear child ; but the 
missionaries were as inexorable as 
the king of men. Had the woman 
applied by petition to a prorincial 
court of justice, she must have re- 
ceived instant redress.** It is some- 
thing worse than absurd thus to era- 
ploy such terms as redress and rr- 
lease J 

During the administration of mar- 
quis Wellesley, the missionaries 
were )>ermitted to travel in the 
British territory; and Carey,t who 
is now probably a far more learned 
orientalist than any European has 
ever been before hini, was ap- 
pointed Professor of Bengalee and 
Sanscrit at the college of Fort Wil- 
liam. But latterly, when the suc- 
cess of their preaching had alarmed 

• Major Scott Waring says there arc 
no irons in any private house in fi engul, 
and that tlie mention of them must there- 
fore be a fabrication. But any person who 
reads the accounts of this mission must be 
little able to appreciate human charac- 
ter, and the value of human testimony, 
if he can suspect lliese men of fidschood. 
They relate \ik English what was said in 
the language of Bengal, and an Knglishmau 
would naturaVy use this familiar exprea- 
sion, though it might not literally repre- 
Mnt the Bengalee word. The restraint 
being the same, it is of Uttle import whe- 
tlier tiie instrument used was a chain or 
a yoke. Who ever supposed that iroiis 
were kept in private houses ? They are to 
be had when wanted in Bengal as well t» 
in England. 

• tTheattUi05,^<|fU.eg».5<i5^^rMnm*r. 
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and eXbsperated the BrahnrantH ¥fh0 
8aw their craft in danger, the Bengal 
government thought it necessary to 
restrain their liberty ; and they were 
in one or two instances ordered to 
retire from the districts which thef 
had entered. Shortly after the news 
of the Vellorc mutiny had reached 
Calcutta, two fresh missionaries, by 
name Chater and Robinson, arrived 
in the American ship Benjamin 
Franklin, captain Wickes* On pre- 
senting themselves at the police office^ 
some difiiculty was made as to per- 
mitttng them to proceed to Seram- 
pore. On the following day Carey 
went to th« office, and was told by 
one of the n^agist rates that they had 
a message to him from the governour 
general, which was : " Tliat as go- 
vernment did not interfere with the 
prejudices of the natives, il was his 
requebt that Mr. Carey and his col- 
leaj^ues would not." This regueaty 
as explained by the magi8trates> 
amounted to this : ** They were not 
to preach to the natives, nor suffer 
the native converts to preach. They 
were not to distribute religious tracts, 
nor suffer the people to distribute 
them. They were not to send forth 
converted natives, nor to take any 
step by conversation or otherwise 
for persuading the natives to em- 
brace Christianity." Carey inquired 
whether they had any vniitcn com- 
munication from the governour ge- 
neral to this effect ; and was answered 
that they had not. He then took his 
leave, assuring them that neither he 
nw* his brethren wished to do any 
thing disagreeable to government, 
from which they could conscienilious- 
ly abstain* These orders were sof- 
tened in a subsequent conversation- 
between the magistrates and a friend 
to the missionaries. ^^ It was not 
meant," tliey said, " to prohibit 
them from preaching at Serampore, 
nor in their own house at Calcutta ; 
only they must not preach at the^ 
Loll Bazar. It was not intended to 
prevent their circulating the Scrip- 
tures \ but merely the tracts abusing 



fne xiWoOo feUgioit. abci tncipe wns 
tto design to forbid the native Chtis- 
ttans conversing with theb country* 
men on Christianity; only they most 
not go out under the sanction of the 
missionaries. The magistrates ad- 
mitted that no com|Mnt had ever 
been lodged against the missionanest 
and that they were well satisfied with 
their character and deponment." 

Notwithstanding this, an order of 
council was passed, commanding 
Messrs. Chater and Robinson tor6» 
turn to Europe, and refusiof captain 
Wickes a clearance unless he took 
them back with htm* This order 
being communicated to the miasiona* 
ries, they represented to- government 
<* that captain Wickes cleared mn 
from Rotterdam for Serampore; that 
his clearing out from England for Se- 
rampore was no more than a^wces- 
sary siep to accomplish the first in- 
tended voyages ; that Messrs^ Chater 
and Robinson were then at Seraai* 
pore, and had joined the mis^oB 
under their direction, and the prot^' 
tion of the king of Denmark.'' This 
representation produced an inquiry 
" whether the missionaries were ac* 
tually under the protection of the 
Danish government ; or wheth^ 
they only lived at Serampore from 
choice, as being a convenient situa- 
tion." — Even in the latter case it 
should seem that the Bengal g^em* 
ment had no authority to insist up0n 
their removal. To this inquiry the 
Danish governour sent an answo*, 
stating, '^ that on the missionanes' 
first coming to reside at Serampore, 
the late governour had represented to 
his court that their conduct was such 
as he highly approved, and that thBeir 
residence there was likely to be useful 
to the settlement ; that to this an an- 
swer had been sent by thC court of 
Copenhagen, approving of their set- 
tling at Serampore, and requiring 
him to extend his protection to the 
mission ; that in virtue of this high 
authority, he had taken Messrs* Clia- 
ter and Robinson under the protec- 
tion of his Danish majesty \ and that. 
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tlie HHiaioiiaries vere not to-be con« 
ttdered aa persons in debt who were 
toely protected) but as persons jun* 
der the patronage of the Danish ^o» 
vcroment." It should be remembered« 
that this did not arise fiom any ap- 
lilication on their part. Necessity^ not 
cfacoce, fixed them at Seranapore* 
They were refused permission to set* 
lie in the Britbh dominions, and 
when protection was offered them 
by « the Danish government^ they 
ooold not do otherwise than grates 
6iBy accept it. When this answer 
of the governour of Serampore had 
been pcesentedf captain Wickes ap* 
pUed ftt the police office for a clear- 
ance* and was told that the order of 
OQiinctl had been confirmed. But 
laoB forwards the magistrates sent 
far him* and they talked over the 
business amicably. He stated to them 
that» «^ the missionaries were willing, 
if &ir and friendly representation 
ceuld not prevail, to give up the two 
brethren rather than oppose govern- 
Bient." And he added, ^^ that though 
it might be a serious affair both with 
America and Denmark, if he and the 
missionaries were to be obstinate, yet 
they each considered, the peace and 
g0(xi understanding of nations to be 
a matter of such importance, that 
they would give up almost any thing 
rather than be the occasion of inter- 
nipting it." On this statement cap- 
tain Wickes was furnished with the 
necessary papers for his departure ; 
snd aa government appeared to be 
dissatisfied with the continuance of 
the two .missionaries, a new mission 
was undertaken to the kingdom of 
finrmah, and Chater went with ano- 
ther brother to Rangoon to see how 
£u* it was practicable* 

Twelve months afterwards govem- 
zQcnt found it expedient to interfere 
tqion another occasion. A tract, 
which bad been printed in Bengalee, 
was given to a native convert to be 
translated in Persick, and, through 
the pressure of business, was printed 
before it had beei^ inspected by the 
misfiicmaries* The translator, in his 



aeal, introduced some strong epithets 
reviling Mahomed. A copy was con- 
veyed to a person in office. The affair . 
was taken up in the most serious 
manner, and proceedings were com- 
menced which, had they been car^ 
ried into execution, must have been 
ruinous to the mission* In conse- 
quence, however, of an explanation, 
and a respectful memorial presented 
ta the governour general, the most 
lerious part of the proceedings was 
formally revoked. And when two of 
the missionaries waited on the go* 
vemour to thank him for the candour 
with which he had attended to their 
memorial, his iordshipreplied : '* That 
nothing more was necessary than a 
mere examination of the subject, on 
which every thing had appeared in a 
clear and favourable light." All the 
printed tracts were examined upon 
this occasion ; and as two others were 
objected to, the missionaries were 
required not to print any in future 
till the copy had been submitted to 
the inspection of government. 

These were the occasions on which 
the civil authority had been appealed 
to, or had interfered, and such were 
the restrictions under which the mis* 
sion had been placed when the last 
periodical accounts were published. 
There were then ten missionaries at 
Sei*ampore, and they had baptized 
about a hundiec^. natives; and they 
were printing the Scriptures in six 
languages, and translating them in 
six more ;— but this part of their 
l&bours will be spoken of more fitly 
hereafter. Meantime an outcry has 
been raised in England against this 
attempt at the conversion of the Hin- 
doos. The mission at Serampore ; 
the proceedings of the Bible Society 
in j)romoting the translatiag, print* 
ing> and distributing of the Bible in 
Asia; the Memoir of Claudius Bu- 
chanan on the Expediency of an Ec- 
clesiastical Establishment for British 
India, and the discussion which that 
gentleman excited in England upon 
the subject, have been represented 
as connected with the mutiny ^t Vel- 
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lore^^and the diiafitscttoii of the native 
troo|is. A controversy ensued, which 
•had been carrind on with more than 
iisual virulence and unfairness of po- 
lemical writing ; becanse on the one 
side there is a wretched cause, and 
•n the other such deplorable advi>* 
Gates as the Evangelical Magazine, 
&c. It is well to be right in any 
company— yet it isalmost mortifying 
to be right in such company. £nvy» 
hatred, malice, and uncharitableness 
are not, however* all on this side, aa 
will appear from a little attention to 
what has been maintained by the 
adversaries of the mission* They 
insist upon the danger to which it 
exposes the British government in 
India, upon the utter impossibility 
of converting the Hindoos, and the 
utter unfitness of the persons who ane 
making the attempt. 

The massacre at Vellore took place 
in July 1806. It was afterwards dis- 
covered that the disaffection of the 
Seapoys was widely extended ; that 
their plans were well laid ; and that 
the consequences would, according 
to all probability, have been far more 
dreadful, if the insurrection had not 
broken out so soon. In December, 
a proclamation was issued at Madras 
beginning in these words : " The 
right honourable the govemour in 
council, having observed that, in some 
iate instances, an Extraordinary de- 
gree of agitation has prevailed among 
several corps of the native army of 
this coast, it has been his lordship's 
particular endeavour to ascertain the 
motives which may have led to con- 
duct so different from that which 
formerly distinguished the native 
army. From this inquiry it has 
appeared, that many persons of evil 
intention have endeavoured for mali- 
cious purposes, to impress upon the 
native u*oops a belief, that it is the 
wish of the British government to 
convert them by forcible means to 
Christianity ; and his lordship in 
council has observed with concern, 
that such malicious reports have been 
Wiiuved by many of the native troops. 



The right honourable the 
in council therefore deema it proper 
in this publick manner to repeat to 
the native troops his assurance, that 
the same respect which has been itt« 
variably shown by the British gO" 
vemment for their, religion and for i 
their customs, will be always coatii 
nued, and that no interruption will 
be given to any native, whether Hia* 
doo or Mussulman, in the practice 
of his religious ceremonies.'^ 

Here certainly is an official doco- 
ment imputing the disaffection of 
the native troops to an opinion pre« 
▼olent among themy that it was the 
wish of the British government to 
convert them to Christianity by force. 
What had the missionaries done, mud 
what had the government done to 
occasion this belief ? There were no 
missionaries in Mysore; none of them 
had ever entered or approached thatt 
partofHindoostan;noneof their tracts 
had been distributed there; nor if they 
had, could they have been understood, 
not being in the language of tbat 
country. But an order had been is* 
sued for altering the turban of the 
Seapoys into something like the hel- 
met of our light infantry, and for pre« 
venting them from wearing on th^ 
forehead the distinguished mark of 
their cast; as direct an outrage of 
their religious customs as it would 
be to prohibit baptism among Chris* 
tians, or circumcision among Maho- 
medans. Here then was a flagrant 
insult to their religion ; an overt act 
of intollerance. The Seapoys are ac- 
customed to respect the £ngUsli» 
They know nothing of that military 
misconduct which has so often ren* 
dered our armies in Europe useless, 
or worse than useless. That mis- 
conduct had never before extended 
itsdf to India. They necessarily in- 
ferred that an innovation so moment- 
ous had not been hazarded without 
some adequate motive, and they did 
us the honour to impute that to zeal 
which proceeded from pure absurd 
ty. In whom did this measure ori^^ 
nate ?— That question has never veT 
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beca-'ttttswer^. It id not to this day 
maiie known whose folly provoked 
the massacre of so many British sol;* 
(fitrs. No inc^iry has been instituted ; 
ao person (^missed either from of* 
fioe or commatid for thia wanton, and 
Btost perilous attack upon the super- 
adtion and customs of the country^ 
And lest the publick voice in India 
tnd in England should call loudly for 
svestigation, a tub is thrown out to 
the whale* The missionaries must 
i^ve as scapegoats, and Christianity 

< aoSthe Bible be called to account for 
wiott waa. occasioned solely by this 
Wiie attack upon turbans and tou- 
peea! 

finoi^h of the mutiny at Vellore ! 
Enough too of the Madras procla- 

! nation^ in which, be it remarked, 
there is not a word about turbans 
and ttipees ; in which the whole and 
aole cause of the mutiny is kept out 
9f sight.; and in which it is asserted, 
that the British government has in- 
Tftriably respected the customs of 
Ihe native troops ; though a direct 
<uid wanton attack upon those cus^ 
terns produced the massacre, which 
occastoned this proclamation, and 
which is delicately hinted at by the 
name of an agitation. 

Let us now examine whether the 
Briusb government in India is expo- 
led to any danger by its toleration of 

{ tlie misMonaries* For as that fierce 
and fiery Calvinist, Andrew Fuller, 
moAt truly says, the question in dis- 
pute is not whether the natives of In- 
dia shall continue to enjoy the most 
perfect toleration, but whether that 
uUtraXi^n ahail be extended to the 
teachers qf Christianity ? 

The only instances in which the 
civil authority has been called upon, 
are ttiose which have already been 
fully- stated;. One native convert has 
beea tied up by the chief Aian of his* 
liUage, and his mouth crammed with 
(SOW dun^, by way of purifying him ; 
and socne of the others have been iu' 
amHed and beaten by a mob. But na 
^lihere can it be found in the history 
^ haman apimotis, that anf newi 



doctrines have been-preached so hold- 
ly, and to £uch effect with so little 
opposition. Yet at the commence* 
moit of their career, the missiona- 
ries proceeded with a temerity which 
experience and cooler years have 
taught them to condemn. They in- 
sulted the superstition which they at- 
tacked, and ridiculed and reviled the 
Brahmans in the streets* and at their 
festivals, when the passions of the 
blinded and besotted populace were 
most likely to be inflamed. Andrew 
Fuller endeavours to disprove this 
charge, and dwells idly, with that in- 
tent, upon the mistranslation of a Ben- 
galee tract, which has been printed 
by a " Bengal officer.** The verse in 
question has been mistranslated, and 
most probably for the ptirpose of 
misrepresentation. This he has satis- 
factorily shown. But however cau- 
tious the missionaries may generally 
have been in their writings, their 
journals contain abundant proofs of 
daring and imprudent language. This 
never, in any one instance, occasion- 
ed evil. They, however, themselves 
discovered that it could not produce' 
good, and they express themselves 
thus upon the subject, in " a decla- 
ration of the great principles upon 
which they think it their duty to act, 
agreed upon at Serampore, October 
7, 1805." " It is necessary," they 
say, " in our intercourse with the 
Hindoos, that, as far as we are able, 
we abstain from those things which 
would increase their prejudices 
against the Gospel. Those parts of 
English manners which are most 
offensive to them should be kept out 
of sight. Nor is it advisable at once 
to attack their prejudices by exhibit- 
ing with acrimony the sins of their 
gods ; neither should we do violence 
to tlieir images, nor interrupt their 
worship." It is their plan, as soon 
as possible, to supersede themselves 
by native preachers, to place them at 
the head of such churches a« may 
be formed, and let them go -forth, 
acting themselves only as directors. 
Even Major Scoit Warine admits 
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the propriety oF toleratif^ any mis* 
sionaries except English ones. And 
though the British government in 
India were to expel the Baptists up* 
on any of the frivolous pretexts whioh 
have been recommended, these na* 
tive preachers, on whom the woak 
will necessarily apd naturally soon 
devolve, cannot be silenced in any 
other manner than by an iU>solute 
persecution of Christianity by aChriov 
tian government. Mr. Twining must 
be satisfied with this. He only hopes 
that the Hindoos will be permitted 
*^ quietly to follow their own religious 
opinions until it shall please the Om- 
nipotent Power of Heaven to lead 
them into the paths oiUght and tnuhi* 
that is, he protests against any hu« 
man means, but will have no objec- 
tion to a miracle. Now as this gen- 
tleman and the others of the same 
opinion profess to believe that the 
Hindoos are not convertible; when 
they hear of Hindoos not merely re- 
ceiving but preaching Chi*istianity, 
it is to be hoped they will adndt 
that to be a miracle and be con- 
tented. 

From the cry which has been set 
up in England, and the angry argu- 
ments by which it has been support- 
ed, it might be supposed that the 
missionaries and their advocates were 
persecuting the Hindoos instead of 
preaching to them. Persecution may 
excite rebellion ; preaching can only 
excite riots. But though persecution 
has been, in many instances, the 
cause of rebellion, none of those in- 
stances are to be found in the history 
of Hindoostan. Even persecution 
there has provoked no resistance 
from a people divided into so many 
races, nations, casts and sects, and 
prepared for yielding, not merely by 
the miserable absurdity and untena- 
ble doctrines of their superstition, 
but by its very institutions also. 
There is no other country in which 
it is possible to make converts by 
compulsion. The Jews in Portugal, 
for instance, who were compelled to 
forego every outward and visible 



mark of their rdigion, still \ 
it in their hearts, and were acloMYW* 
ledged as sons of the syjiagftgue^y 
their brethren in other parts of the 
world. But by an absurdity unpanl* 
teled in any other system, the re- 
gion of a Hindoo does not depend 
upon himself. It is something iacie* 
pendent of his thoughts, words> ac- 
tions, understanding, and voUt]on# and 
he may be deprived of it by violenoie» 
as easily as of his purse or his wal- 
let. " In the year 1766,'* says Majw 
Scott Waring, << the late lord C^yft 
and Mr. Verelst employed the wbola 
influence of govemeient to restone a 
Hindoo to hbcast, who had forfeited 
it, not by any neglect of his own, but 
by having been compelled, by a mo at 
unpardonable act of violence, to swal» 
low a drop of cow broth. The Brab* 
mans, from the peculiar circumr 
stances of the case, were very anxiotts 
to comply with the wishes of govern* 
ment. The principal men amoog 
them met once at Kishnagur and once 
at Calcutta ; but after conaultadons 
and an examination of their moat an-* 
cient records, they declared to leid 
Clive, that as there was no precedent 
to justify the act, they found it inn- 
possible to restore the unfortunate 
man to his east, and he died soon al^ 
ter of a broken heart.'' The Major'^ 
remark is not less curious than the 
story. " We were then,** he adds, 
^' as we are now, the sovereigns of 
Bengal; but too wise to attempt com^ 
pulsion, and not quite so mad as to 
advise this poor creature to abandoa 
his ridiculous, idolatrous prejudices, 
and to embrace the true wligioo.*' 
One should have thought, in com* 
mon humanity, this ^^ mad advice*' 
would have been given him, if not to 
save his soul, at least for the sake of 
saving his life: but well may this 
poor man be called unfortunate. His 
own religion had been taken from 
him, and the sovereigns of Bengal 
had none to give 1dm in its stead4 
Tippoo, atone time, like a true Ma- 
homedan, resolved to convert his 
Pagan subjects to I^Umism. Th* 
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fHoeitirMdi he adcfiMd was ttim* 
onry aid effectual. Dervites md 
kunnna were not missioiied to preacb 
naoftg^ them ; he sent out solcHers to 
oBtoh the idolaters, and all who were 
GSQgbt were cirenmeised. Nothing 
nore was necessary ; their cast was 
itrecoTerable: Moslem they had been 
aade, and Moslem they were by 
etery body's consent except their 
omi. So they learnt the five prayers^ 
tamed their ftces towards Mecca at 
llic^ devotions, and called all their 
coiBttrymen who had not been caught, 
Ksfires* No insurrection took place, 
md little other outcry was heard than 
what the operation occasioned-— the 
mlence was to the cast, not to the 
floucience; and Tippoo's bigotry was 
&r more mischievous to his people 
witeii he made war upon the pigs 
about Seringapatam, than when he 
offered these Philis^e spoils to the 
pmphet. 

Id 1802, a resolution was past by 
die govemour general in council, 
prohibiting the sacrifice of children 
b the provinces of Bengal, Behar, 
Orissa, and Benares, and declaring 
^ practice to be murder, punisha* 
ble wkb death. That decree has oc* 
cssioned no compliant. Alboquerque 
fefbade the custom of burning wi« 
Aiws with the bodies of their hus- 
boads; and of all the measures of 
t tlmt great man, the first in modem 
limes who established a European 
teunion in the East, this was the 
one which most attached the Hin* 
dsos to his government. These facts 
we sufficient to prove, that neither 
the direct prohibition of their religi- 
SOS ceremonies, nor the intolerance 
which forces another faith upon them, 
has excited the Hindoos to insurrec* 
don, nor even to any open sign of 
<B8content. As for the assertion that 
the Portuguese lost their empire by 
their bigotry, it is utterly unfounded. 
They lost it by neglect at home and 
misooiiduGt abroad ; by cruelty and 
rapadqr, by regarding influence in- 
ilead of faitegrity, and giving autho* 
lity to nen j^-fidnily uutead of men 
TOL. u. 



oftaleua Bad govemours and Weak 
ministers destroyed the Portutruese 
empire— not missionaiies, not into* 
krance* Whatever be the drfiiculiy 
of converting the Hindoos, there is 
BO danger in making the attempt. A 
new religion may not immediately 
he dipt or sprinkled into them, but 
an old one could be washed out It 
is but to boil a cow, and supply a fire 
wgine with the broth, and you n^ight 
baptize a whole Hindoo city out of 
the Brahminical faith. If, then . the 
Portuguese in former times, and the 
British government in later days, 
have suppressed the most ordinary, 
or at least the most important sacri* 
fices of this accursed superstition, if 
Tippoo has manufactured Hindoos 
into Moslem, and no disturbance 
been excited, what has British India 
to apprehend from the peaceable de- 
portment and exemplary conduct of 
the Baptist missionaries ? The Brah- 
mans are alarmed at their preaching I 
—so let them be. They are provo- 
ked at the conclusive logick which 
exposes their futile arguments ; but 
thepeople who listen to these disputes 
listen with avidity, and are well plea- 
sed to see them put to shame. Let 
but the turbans and toupees alone, 
and the Shasters and Vedas may be 
attacked with perfect safety. 

" But it is impossible to convert 
the Hindoos" Thb assertion has 
been so frequently and so confidently 
made, that it might be supposed their 
ablutions at the cow's tail vaccinated 
them against the ^ntagion of any 
other religion. How far is it sup- 
ported by the history of Hindoostan? 
There are in that country the Chris- 
tians of St. Thomas, originally Hin- 
doos ; for their esthblishment in the 
country was prior to the age of Ma- 
homed* There are the Catholick 
converts, once very numerous, and 
still a considerable body. The Moors 
are said by some of these controver- 
sialists to be Tartars not Hindoos, 
the progeny of the Mogul conquer- 
ors. Lord Teignmouth thinks other- 
wise# and the reasoo on wftich his 

^ Digitized by VjOVJ VIC 



Ift2 



d^MGCT.nviAWH. 



opinl«f> is fouoded trould coavkce 
professor Blumenljach. It is certain 
that the Mabomcdan faith spread 
greatly by conversion in these parts 
o/ the east ; and they who deny this 
must be grossly ignorant of historic 
cal facts. The conversion of Sarama 
Perumal produced, perhaps, little ef- 
fect upon his subjects, because he 
abandoned his throne and retired to 
Mecca. But when the Arabian Moors 
first visited Malabar, they wisely as- 
serted that they were equal in rank 
to the Nairs and Namburis; and that 
these casts could incur no pollution 
by any intercourse with them. They 
obtained a recognition of this princi- 
ple, and in consequence of the privi- 
1 :ges thus obtained, a very consider- 
able conversion took place, so that 
when the Portuguese reached India, 
a fourth part of the population of 
Malabar consisted of native Moors. 
The founder of the Sieks was a Hin- 
doo of the military tribe j and his fol- 
lowers are all converts from the 
established superstition of the coun- 
try. Their system is pure philoso- 
phical theism, probably as pure as 
Mr- Wilkius represents it. For had 
there been a sufficient mixture of fa- 
ble and falsehood, it would have spread 
more widely. A juggler set up a new 
sect about half a century ago, of which 
the tenets are that cast is nothing, 
that the popular deities are nothing^, 
and that the Brahmans are nothing. 
His disciples have only to believe in 
one God, and to obey their teacher. 
He cured diseases by administering 
the amrccta o\ his foot (the drink of 
immortality— but here of life and 
healing). They who had faith were 
healed; and this impostor, who was 
originally a cow-keeper, made his 
foot as famous as the pope's toe 
aiTjong his believers, and left his pri- 
vileges to his son Ram Dulol, who 
now lives more splendidly than many 
rajahs, upon the same footing of ho- 
liness as his father. Further proofs 
of the convertibility of the Hindoos 
cannot be required. Like other men, , 
they are liable to be swayed by rea- 



son and ci^duHfty. The l£mm^\um 

found dupes among them ; the philp* 
sopher has found disciples, and cbc 
Crpss and the Creseeni have both 
triumphed over the deH^i^^^ xoy^ 
thology of the Bralimans. 

It is not sufiicient to show tbut tbe 
Hindoos have been, and therefore, 
may be converted from one fiedth to 
another. They may more easily be 
converted than any other people in 
the world, except, perhaps, the poor^ 
oppressed Hottentots^ who will be- 
lieve any thing that is told theai 
with a voice of kindness. The reli- 
gion of the Brahmans must be given 
up the moment it is attacked ; like 
the paganism of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, it has nothing which can be 
defended. The Moslem have Ma^ 
homed ; the Parsees have Zerdusht f 
the more enlightened part of the 
Chinese have Cong-foo-tse. These. 
objects of veneration and at;(iu:hment 
cannot, without some struggle of feel- 
ings,. and some pain be displaced by 
a new lawgiver. Each of these, to^ 
has a system which requires confu- 
tation, and is not immediately to be 
confuted. But the Hindoos have no 
prophet or teacher to refer to ; no 
system wherewith to shelter them* 
selves ; for their mythological books 
consist of fables of which it is not 
possible to say whether tbey are most 
foolish, most beastly, or most extra- 
vagant. The Koran has something 
which passes for sublimity with ori- 
ental scholars. The £dda and the 
Boun Dehesch satisfy and delight 
the imagination ; but for the Vechu^ 
Mr. Colebrooke has shown us enough 
to prove that they are as unreadable 
as any thing can be which has ever 
been of importance in the world. 
The Brahmans have no facts to which 
they can appeal in corroboration of 
these books ; no history which is ca* 
pable of demonstration connected 
with them. By their internal evi- 
dence they must stand or fall, and 
their selfcontradictions and abfujrdi* 
ties may be made evident to the 
meanest capacity. 
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• Tte ehief and only pecuflar obsta- 
de npfekh this sf stem presents to 
the missionaries is that of the cast. 
Cast is a Portuguese word. The na- 
tive term Jati^ si^ifies a distinct ^e* 
nu9 or kind. The different casts, 
therefore, are considered as so many 
iKfferent gmera of human animals. 
And it is beliered, that the different 
forms of worship and habits of life 
observed by each, are as necessarily 
adapted to each as grass is to the 
sit^mrt of cattle, and flesh to 
beasts of prey* Neither this nor any 
other prejudice is invincible. It ap- 
pears, indeed, by the institutes of 
Menu, that the separation of casts 
had been broken in upon, and in 
some places destroyed, when those 
institutes were wHtten. The imme- 
diate difficulty is, that whoever com- 
mits any act contrary to his rettgion, 
and thereby loses cast, is instantly 
excommun^ated by all his country- 
men. Some of the consequences are 
I very distressing; some are ridicu- 
lous. The ntissionaries found seve- 
ral persons who were willing to be 
bapdsed ; but demurred, because in 
tiiat case the village barber would not 
Shave them. And as they are accus- 
tomed to have the head shaved nearly 
all orer, and cannot well operate upon 
tbemselves, this was a serious incon- 
venieDce. On further inquiry it ap- 
peared, however, that legal redress 
was obtainable ; for by a law both at 
Calcutta and Serampore, every person 
who becomes a Christian has a right 
to be shaved, even though he were 
previously a harru^ or of any other 
tfflshaveable cast. When, or by whom 
this law was enacted is not explained. 
Proliably the Europeans, standing in 
seed of the barber, made it for them- 
selves ; and certainly it is their own 
failt that they did not, like the Ara- 
bian Moors, place themselves on an 
equality with the twice-born in all 
tbin^. 

It is obvious that this difficulty 
mtiftt lessen as the number of con- 
verts increases; and that whenever 
a U^rably numeroos body of native 



Chrisdans "has "been formed, it wfi 
scarcely be felt* It is one thing to 
lose cast, and another thing to change 
cast ; to embrace the Christian cast* 
which is to destroy all others. Here 
it is that the missionaries may most 
effectually be assisted by government. 
For the main difficulty at first con^sts 
in finding employment for those who, 
by thus becoming otacastsj have their 
usual means of subsistence either 
Wholly taken from them or material- 
ly impaired. These persons ought 
to be preferably employed by govern- 
ment, and by all European settlers. 
Even if it could be made decidedly 
advantageous to the natives to change 
their religion, if the admission to 
Christianity were made less Hgorous 
than it is, perhaps the civil conse^ 
quences would then be better. These 
missionaries insist upon convictions 
of sin, regeneration, and grace. The 
catholicks were less scrupulous and 
more politick. They knew that the 
motives of the parents were of little 
consequence, so the children were 
intrusted to them to be trained up. 
And when in Mexico they baptized 
the^ people by thousands, dipping 
besoms in buckets, and swinging 
from side to side the water whicli 
was to shower down sajvation, till 
their arms felt stiff, and their hands 
were blistered with the work, t ey 
acted well and wisely. That gene- 
ration, indeed, had nothing more of 
Christianity than the besom could 
communicate ; but the next went to 
school and to mass, and became good 
catholicks. 

One good effect, the missionaries 
say, results from the evils consequent 
upon the loss of cast, which is, that 
a convert gives better proof of his 
sincerity than could possibly be ob- 
tained, were the sacrifice which he 
made by his profession less. There 
results also this important advantage 
from the system, that Christianity 
may intelligibly be represented as a 
superiour and all-embracing cast 
itself : this the Hindoos are prepared 
tobelie-ve. T^e^rij^^^y^i^g them 
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is, that tliere is anbther incaraatlonj 
tite Tenth, which they have so long 
expettwl ; and when that comes all 
casts are to be destroyed. There is 
no reason why a salutary advantage 
•hould not be taken of so general an 
expectation. And if, from their gross 
notions of incarnations, and obscure 
fancies of a Trinity, their minds can 
be gradually and dexterously led into 
the higher and more satisfiBurtory doc* 
trines of the gospel, no ' teacher 
should decline it. Indeed his task 
would be so much the easier. In 
other countries missionaries have had 
to create terms for these mysteries ; 
but here they have the Trimourtee 
and the jtvatar ready, and the peo- 
ple are prepared to Teceive the bible 
as the Shaster of the new cast. 

The great difficulty which Chris* 
tianity has had to encounter in other 
oases is, that it requires submission 
to certuin restraints. Its yoke in> 
deed is easy and its burthen light ; 
but a yoke it was to the Greeks and 
Romans, and to the Celts and Goths 
whose previous belief laid them un- 
der few or no restrictions. In the 
Brahminical system every thing is 
burthensome, and its lax morality is 
a poor compensation for its oppres- 
sive ritual. A fine instance occurred 
to the Danish missionaries of the ef* 
feet produced by offering an easier 
law» A penitent on the Malabar 
coast, having inquired of many Brah- 
mans and Yoguees how he might 
make atonement for his sins, was 
directed to drive iron spikes through 
his sandals, and go thus shod a pil- 
grimage of nearly five hundred miles. 
If, through loss of blood or weakness 
of body, he was obliged to halt, that 
was allowable till he had recovered 
strength enough to proceed. One 
day, as he was halting under a tree, 
one of the missionaries came and 
preached in his hearing from these 
words; The blood qf Jesus Christ 
cleansethfrom all sin While he was 
preaching, the man rose up, cast off 
his toriuring sandals, and cried out 
aloud, this U what I want I <^ And he 



ttecame,'' saya Thoinas, ^^ tt f el yir to 

wess that the blood of Jcsu* Chritt 
does indeed cleanse from all sins "— * 
" Come ye who are heavy laden,*" is 
truly the invitation which the gospel 
holds out to the Hindoos It is liberty 
to the oppressed; emancipation to tl!« 
enslaved ; equality to the degraded ; 
good tidings of great Joy to all. All 
human affections and mstincts are on 
Ht side in Hindoostan ; it forbids the 
mother to expose or sacrifice her 
child, the widow to be burnt with her 
husband's corpse, the son to set fire 
to his living mother's funeral pile 1 

" But why should we wish to con* 
Tert the Hindoos ?"— says the Bengal 
cffiicer ; and this is the question of idl 
those who hold that the UnlvermA 
Father is equally »dored « by saint, 
by savage, and by sage !" The phi» 
losopby of the old fathers, who held 
the gods of the heathen to be tHe 
devils of their own mythology, wa» 
better philosophy than this. Why 
should we convert them ? — Set the 
question of salvation aside. None 
but catholicks or Calvanists will now 
maintain the desperate doctrine, thi^ 
salvation is exclusively attadied to 
one system of faith, and that they 
who l^ve never heard of Christ mtwt 
be damned. It were better to wor« 
ship the Lingam than to believe this, 
if this belief were all. But this can« 
not be denied, that under the Chris- 
tian dispensation man has been pro* 
gressive, and that his future and per- 
petual progression is provided for, and 
encouraged and enjoined by it; where- 
as every other system of belief tends 
to keep the human race stationary, or 
to degrade them. All the institndons 
of Christianity operate to produce the 
greatest possible quantity of virtue 
and of happiness ; of all institutions 
they are the best adapted to the heart 
of man : so they needs must be, Ibr 
from Him who made the heart of- 
man did they proceed. It cannot be 
denied by those who admit a future 
state, wherein our identity is retain • 
ed, that that state must be such as 
OMr mcsml habits itere have qualifittd 
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ofeTf «A^ 8et4ki^ &itfa ndde* tltfH 
tiie iiest nitn here will bethe^ hap« 
piest man hereafter ;<— thai religion, 
Ibeitforey which mostc£fectu8dly pro* 
notes our well dcong in this world) 
b necessarily in the same degree 
aioM instrumental lo our well being 
m Uie world to come. To the deist 
iswellasthe Christian, the reason* 
ingmnst be conclusive. And that 
it IS the Christian's duty lo spread 
thegospeK in obedience to the ex« 
press injunction of our Divine Mas* 
ttfs cannot be doubted by those who 
vnderstuid, or who ever read his 
words* This, we say, cannot be 
doubted, notwithstanding major ^xott 
Waring assores us that bishop Horse* 
ky considered this injunction to be 
obsolete, that such was the universal 
o^ion in 1781, and that that opinion 
was Mtablished by a vote of the 
iHmse of commons, which, as it 
can make and unmake law, may 
perhaps be thought competent by 
the major to make and unmake 
gOH>^also! 

Why should we convert the Hin* 
loos ^*— Even were there no religious 
dotf which called upon us to enUght* 
en these unhappy idolaters, common 
bumuiity should make us attempt to 
M them of their most burthensome 
lad most Inhuman supersdtion. Ex* 
ccptthe system of >>iexican priest* 
craft, no fabrick of human fraud has 
ever been devised so deadly as the 
Bishminical ; and though the Mexi* 
can rites were bloodier, they were less 
heart*hardening, less injurious lo so- 
ciety, less pernicious to the moral 
nature of man. There was a time 
when the custom of burning widows 
was disbelieved in Europe, as a fiction 
^ lying travellers* The extent to 
which it is practised will not, perhaps, 
CTO • now be credited by the ad* 
infers of the gentle Hindoos, and 
die mild doctrines of Brahma— -whom 
the ** late resident at Bhagulpore,** 
tt pleased to metamorphose into a 
Iiw^ver, and to represent under the 
*ade of the banian tree, instructing 
Ml ^sciplee in the duties of tern* 



peranee, 8ed«doo» and prayer!-* 
An official inquiry was lately made 
at Calcutta, and a report given in of 
all these human sacrifices which 
were that year performed within 
thirty miles of that city, month by 
month, specifying plaee and person* 
In the year 1803 they amounted to 
275— one of whom was a girl of 
eleven years of age. It is absurd, 
and worse than absurd, to say these 
sacrifices are -voluntary, because in 
some instancesthey appear to be 40. 
In those instances the victims chose 
death, because they thought it more 
tolerable than the infamy which was 
their only alternative. The foct that 
Alboquerque was blest by the women 
because he prohibited this custom, is 
proof decisive, if it were needful, to 
prove that women would not be burnt 
alive if they could help it ! Do we 
feel less horrour at the thought of 
these dreadful sacrifices, for the thea* 
trical pageantry with which they 
have sometimes been represented to 
cair imaginaticm I Here is the mis* 
sionary Marahman's plain and fiedthful 
account of one at which he was pre* 
sent,-— scarcely two years ago. 

" A person informing us that a woman 
was about to be burnt with the corpse of 
her husband near our bouse, I, with se« 
veral of oiu* brethren, hastened to the 
place ; but before we could arrive, the 
pile was \n flames. It was a horrible sight. 
The most shocking indifference and levity 
appeared among those who were present. 
I never saw any thing more brutal than 
their behaviour. The dreadful scene had 
hot the least appearance of a religious 
ceremony. It resembled- an abandoned 
rabble of boys in England, collected for 
the purpose of worrying to death a cat or 
a dog.* Such were Uie confusion, the 
levity, the bursts of brutal laughter, 
while the poor woman was burning alive 
befoi*e their eyes, that it seemed as if 
every spark of humanity was extinguish- 
ed by this accursed superstition. That 
which added to the cruelty was, tlte 
smallness of the fire. It did not consist 
of so much wood as we consume in dress- 

• A bamboo, perhjips twenty feet long, 
had been fastened at one end to a stake 
driven into the ground, and held down 
over the fire by f ' ' "^ 
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ini^ a dtwier ; no, not tlus fire th&t vatto 
consume the living and the dead ! I saw 
tlie legs of the poor creature hanging 
out of the fire, while her body was in 
flames. After a while they took a bam- 
boo^ ten or twelve feet long, and stirred 
it, pushing and beating the half-consumed 
corpses, as vou would repair a fire of 
green wood, by throwing the unconsumed 
pieces into the middle. Perceiving the 
legs hanging out, they beat them with 
the bamboo for some time, in order to 
break the ligatures which fiu;tened them 
at the knees (for they t/oidd not have 
come near to touch them for the world.) 
At length they succeeded in bending 
them upwards into the fire ; the skin and 
muscles gpiving way, and discovering the 
knee^socketa bare, with the balls of thft 
leg bones : a sig^t this which 1 need not 
say, made me thrill withhoirour ; especial- 
ly when I recollected that this hapless vic- 
tim of superstition was alive but a few mi- 
nutes before. To have seen savage wolves 
thus tearing a human body limb from 
Mmb, would have been shocking; but to 
see relations and neighbours do this to 
•ne with whom they had familiarly con- 
versed not an hour before, and to do it 
with an air of levity, was almost too much 
for me to bear! 

"Turning to the Brahman, who was 
thp chief actor in this horrid tragedy, a 
young fellow of about twenty-two, and one 
of the most hardened that I ever accosted, 
I told him that the system which allowed 
•f these cruelties could no more proceed 
from God than darkness from the sun ; * 
and warned him that he must appear at 
the judgment seat of God to answer for 
this murder. He with a g|rin, full of sa- 
vage contempt, told me that ' he gloried^, 
in it ; and felt the highest pleasure in per-" 
forming the deed.* I replied, that his 
pleasure might be less than that of his 
master ; but seeing it was in vain to rea- 
son with him, I turned to the people, and 
expostulated witli them. One of them . 
answered, that ' the woman had burnt 
herself of her own free choice ; and that 
she went to the pile as a matter of plea- 
sure.' Why then did you confine her 
down with that large bamboo ? ' if we 
had not, she would have run away.' 
What, run away from pleasure ! — I then 
addressed the poor lad, who had been 
thus induced to set fire to his mother. 

• Yet there are men in Britain who 
reckon every attempt to introduce Chris- 
tianit} among these people as fanatical ; 
^nd whose charity leads them to talk of 
their j'on|§' to heaven in their own wi^J 



He appeared about nitteteai. ' tf^Q iMiTe 
murdered your mother ; your sin is great. 

The sin of the Brahman who urged you 
to it is greater ; but yours is very great. 
• WTiat could I do ? It is the custom.* 
True, but this custom is not of God, but 
|»oceededi from the devil, who wislies to 
destroy mankind. How will you hear th^ 
reflection that you have murdered your 
only su.-A-iving parent ? He seemed to 
feel what was Said to him ; but just at 
this instant that hardened wretch, tha 
Brahman, rushed in, and drew him away, 
while the tears were standing in bis eyek 
After reasoning with some otbera, and 
telling them of the Saviour of the world, 
I returned home with a mind full of hor- 
rour and disgust. 

" You expect, perhaps, to hear that tJiis 
unhappy victim was the ^fe of some 
Brahman of high cast She was the wife 
of a barber, who dwelt in Serampore, and 
had died that morning, leaving the son I 
have mentioned, and a daughter of about 
eleven years of age. Thus has this infcmaj 
superstition aggravated the common mise- 
ries of life, and left these children stripped 
of both their pai'ents in one day. Nor i« 
this an uncommon case. It often happ^is 
to children far more helpless than these ; 
sometimes to children possessed of pro- 
perty, which is then left, as well as Uiem- 
selves, to the mercy of those who have 
decoyed their mother to their father*« 
funeral pile \" 

After such an example^ it were in- 
sulting the feelings of the reader to 
say more. This accursed custom 
was not known when the Inscitute3 
of Menu were written, nor when, 
they were glossed by Calidas, for 
rules are there given concerning^ the 
conduct of widows. They are mere- 
ly restricted from second marriaget 
and thati it seems, had been abro- 
gated under Vena, the same idog 
who broke down the distinction of 
casts, and who for that wise raeasure 
was called the chief of sage mo- 
narchs, — ^far more probably than for 
the adulatory reason which Calidas 
has interpolated. 

To what extent infanticide is car- 
ried, it is impossible to say. Among 
the lower classes every new-born in- 
fant who refuses the mother's milks 
is put into a basket and hung up in 
a tree for three days, during which 
time the ant» pick the bones cleftn-«- 
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if tile btrdft of prey do not pttt it to 
a more merciful death ! It is com-^ 
mon for those who desire children, 
to make a vow of devoting the first 
born to the goddess Ganges ; the 
ficdm is brought up till they have a 
eoavenient opportunity of perform* 
iDg their pilgrimage and sacrifice to 
^e river. The child is t^en with 
them> and at the time of bathing en- 
couraged to walk into deep water 
dii it is carried away by the stveam ; 
sfaduid the little wretch hesitate, the 
parent pushes it oif. Sick persons, 
whose recovery is despaired of, are 
hid on the bank of the river, where 
they die for want of food, or the 
atre&m carries them olf, or the sharks 
and crocodiles devour them. Sons 
have been seen to force their fathers 
back into the water, when (nature 
overcoming superstition) they have- 
endeavoured to regain the shore i 
*^ Do not send men of any compassion 
here," says Thomas to his Mission* 
ary Society, " for you will break their 
hearts." But with that rapid transit 
tion of thought and feeling which 
qiarks the man of genius, he adds 
bnmediately : ^' Do send men full of 
compassion here, where many peiish 
with cold, many for lack of bread, 
and millions for lack of knowledge I 
This country abounds with misery. 
In England the poor receive the be- 
nefit of the gospel, in being fed and 
ckMhed by those who know not by 
what they are moved ; for when the 
gospel is generally acknowledged in 
a land, it puts some to fear and others 
to shame, so that to relieve their own 
smart, they provide for the poor. 
EtU here— O miserable sight 1 1 have 
found the path-way stopped up by the 
iUck and wounded ptople, perishing 
v^ith hunger, and that hi a populous 
neighbourhood, where numbers pass 
by, some singing, others talking, but 
none 8l>owing mercy — as though they 
were dying weeds, and not dying 
n>cnl" 

" Why should we convert the 
Uindoos .'"—because our duty to God 
aM i^au aBke requires the attempt. 



Why should we* convert them ?-i*bc- 
eause policy requires it ; religion re- 
quires it ; common humanity requires 
It. Why should we convert them ? 
-*^because they who permit the evil 
which they can prevent are guilty of 
that evil, and to them shall it be im» 
puted. 

Thus having shown that it is not ' 
only safe put politick to attempt the 
conversion of the ifindoos, that it is 
our interest as well as our duty, that 
the thing is possible because it has 
been done, and that it is comparative- 
ly easy, because tlieir system supplies 
weapons for its own destmctiom it 
remains to consider the last objection, 
the utter unfitness of the missiona^ 
ries for their work. 

They have been treated with the 
peculiar insolence, injustice, and want 
of all good feeling, which mark the- 
criticism of the present times. Such 
qaalities as these are seldom far re- 
moved from ignorance i accordingly 
the missionaries have, by a wretched 
vulgarity, been called Anabaptists: 
a name, which like that of Manichean 
in former times, has served the same 
purpose in ecclesiastical, that the 
watch word of the day has in political 
controversy,— Major Scott Waring 
objects tliat they are dissenters. The 
objection has been repeated from the 
pulpit, and Dr< Barrow recommends 
that no missionaries may be sufPered 
to appear in India but those of the 
established church. Lastly, they are 
called fools, madmen, tinkers, &c. 

Claudius Buchanan recommends a 
church establishment for India. It 
is highly desii*able that there should 
be one, not for the honour only of 
the British people, who, God ^ be 
praised, are, and ever will be* a reli- 
gious people— but even for the sake 
of publick decency. It is desirable 
for our countrymen, who too often, 
as Burke has said, are unbaptized by 
crossing the ocean. Colonization in 
India is, indeed, forbidden ; but says 
this pious, beneficent, and most libe* 
ral churchman : " Let us rightly un- 
derstand what this colomzaiion is; 
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Ibr the tef^m seems td tmve been oftm 
used of late, without a precise mean* 
ing. If to colonize in India be to 
pass the whole of one's life, in it, then 
4o ninety out of the hundred colonize; 
fbr of the whole number of Euro* 
peans who come out to India, a tenth 
part do not return !** A melancholy- 
picture does this excdUent man pre- 
sent of our countrymen in that re« 
mote empire, sinking into ^^ that de<* 
spondetit and indolent habit of mind 
which contemplates- home without 
affection, and yet expects here no 
happiness/' " Does it not," he says, 
•* appear a proper thing to wise and 
good men in England (for after a 
long residence in India we some- 
times lose sight of what is accounted 
proper at home) does it not seem 
proper, when a thousand British sol- 
diers are assembled at a remote su- 
tion in the heart of Asia, that the 
Sabbath of their country should be 
noticed f Ths^ at least it should not 
become what it is, and ever must 
be, where there is no religious re- 
straint, a day of peculiar profligacy 1 
To us it would appear not only a po* 
litick but a humane act, in respect 
to these our countrymen, to hallow 
the seventh day* Of a thousand sol- 
diers in sickly India, there will gene^ 
rally be a hundred who are in a de* 
dining state of health ; who, after a 
strong struggle with the climate and 
with intemperance, have fallen into 
a dejected and hopeless state of mind^ 
and pass their time in painful reflec- 
tion on their distant homes, their ab« 
sent families, and on the indiscretions 
of past life ; but whose hearts would 
revive within them on their entering 
once more the house of God, and 
hearing the absolution of the Gospel 
to the returning sinner." Such an 
appeal is unanswerable. Nor is it 
suflicient, in reply to this, to increase 
the number of army chaplains. Tha 
first step towards winning the natives 
to our religion, is to show them that 



ve have one.* Thitf witt h«^]r be 
done without a visible church. There 
would be no difficulty in filling up. 
the establishment, however ample , 
but would the archbishop, bisbopay 
deans, and chapters of Mr* Bucha- 
nan's plan do the work of missioBair 
ries ? Could the church of England 
supply missionaiies? Where are they 
to be found among them F In what 
school, for the promulgation of sound 
and orthodox learning are they train* 
ed up ? There is ability and there im 
learning in the church of England^ 
but its age of fermentation has longp 
been over ; and that zeal which for 
this work is the most needful, isy 
we fear, possessed only by the Me« 
thodists* 

It was a favourite opinion with 
Priestley, that the Mahomedans will 
be converted by Socinian missiona- 
ries. Alas, his chymick art, mighty 
as it was, could not have extracted 
spirit of zeal enough for one out of 
all his Socinian coadjutors ! Socinian- 
ism has paralized itself by its union 
with the degrading and deadening 
philosophy oJf materialism ; and can 
with difiiculty supply ministers for 
its own few and decreasing congre- 

• O, sir, say the Converts in a letter to 
England, though we thought that many 
nations had many kinds of Shaaters, yet 
in the country of the English we thou^t 
that there was no Shaster at all ; for con- 
cerning sin and holiness, those that are 
here have no judgment at all. We have 
even thought that, they were not men« 
but a kind of other creatures like devour- 
ers. One of the richest inhabitants of 
Tanjore said to Swarts : '* Sir, if you send 
a person to us, send us one who has 
learned all your ten commandments." 
The letter of this excellent good man to 
the Society for promoting Christian know- 
ledge, in reply to Mr. Montgomery Camp« 
bell (the Major Waringof his day) proves 
incontestably the fresh benefit which be, 
in his missionary capacity, conferred both 
upon the native Indians and the British, 
and may be referred to as a triumphant 
demonstration, that it is our interest to 
introduce Christianity in India. 
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gallons. The Quakers, who are of 
dl people best adapted to spread 
Christianity among the heathen, are 
so few in number, that according to 
the common chances of nature, they 
would not produce a missionary in 
m age. It is only the methodistical 
Christians who are numerous enough) 
aealous enough, enthusiastiek enough 
to furnish adventurers for such a ser- 
^ce, and wealthy enough to support 
the charge of such expensive under* 
ttitings* We must not, therefore, 
inquire whether the persons thusi 
laudably employed are the best that 
could be imagined— they are the best 
that can be found. 

AH sects and all professions have 
their peculiar language ; and it must 
be admitted that none is so odd and 
extraordinary as that of the profes- 
sors of certjun modes of religion* 
An old journalist of this very sect, 
in summmg up the praises of a young 
<roman, says: "She walked like a 
he-goat before the flock." These 
missionaries and their English bre* 
tfiren abound in such strange appro- 
priations of scriptural phraseology. 
When Andrew Fuller preached to 
them before their departure, he said : 
** It is a great encouragement to be 
engaged in the same cause with 
Christ himself. Does he ride forth 
as on a white horse, in righteousness, 
judging and making war? Ye are 
called, like the rest of the armies of 
Heaven, to follow him on white hor- 
ses, pursuing the same glorious ob- 
ject.'* Thomas, when he approaches 
Bengal, rejoices to be ^o near a flock 
of black sheep : but his vivid ima- 
gination having thrown out the me- 
taphor in that half sportive mood, 
which minds the most serious de- 
fight in, pursues it with the passion 
of a poet : " I long," he cries, " to • 
run and roll away the stone from the 
veil's mouth, that they may drink." 
When Carey mourns over the "jean- 
ncss of his own soul," and has much 
sweetness in a sermon, and when 
Fountain remembers to have had 
pretty strong convictions of sin, and 
va%. II. • • . 



mnorae of coMiience, " at dght or^ 
nine years oW," it is pitiable to find 
such men expressing themselves in 
such a fashion. But it were more 
pitiable if we despised them because 
their fashion is not as ours;^-if wm 
did not pass lightly over the weak* 
ness of men, who have the zeal and 
the sincerity, tiie selfdenial and the 
aelfdevolement of apostles. Hear 
Thomas, when he says : <' Never did 
men sem their native land with more 
joy than we left it ; but this is not of 
nature, but from above." Hear him 
also, when, pouring out his heart to 
me of those relations of whom ho 
had taken leave for ever, he exclaims s 
^ If it were not for my engagement 
in the mission, I could come to old 
England to morrow, and kiss the 
ground I trod on^ and water it witl^ 
tears of joy, as the glory of all lands'' 
-—and then say, if the man who, with 
such feelings abandons his country 
for ever on such an errand, is to be 
regarded with contempt or with ad<* 
miration* A single extract will show 
how eminently well this madman^ 
as it pleases the anti-missionaries 
to call him, was qualified for his 
work. 

" A large company of Brahinans, Pun* 
ditS) and others, being assembled to heac. 
him, one of the nvo&t learned, whose name 
was Mahashoi, oifered to dispute with 
him. He began by asserting, ' that God 
was in every thing: therefore,' said he^ 
• every thing is God— you are God, and I 
am God.' ' Fie^ fie, Mabashoi !' an- 
swered Mr. Thomas, ' why do you utter 
such words i Saliaib, meaning himself, i» 
in his cloths ; therefore [pulling off his 
hat and throwini^ it down] this hat 19 
Sohaib ! No, Mahashoi, you and I are dy- 
ing men ; but God ever liveth.' This 
short answer confounded his opponent, 
and fixed the attention of the people ; 
while, as he says, * he went ou to pro- 
claim one God, one Saviour, onfi roay, one 
faith, and one cast, without and beside 
which all the inventions of man were no* 
thing.'— Another time, when he was wnm- 
iog them of thejlr sin and danger, a Brah- 
man, full- of subtilty, interrupted him by 
asking: * Who made good and evil?' Here- 
by intimating, that man was not account- 
able for the evil which he committed. * I 
kT¥)W your qyc^^flll^^^^jl^gif^r. The. 
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nutSi *I bnow your TBwfeiitiip too. If a 
man revile his father or his mother, what 
a wretch is lie ! If he revile his Goroo/ 
you reckon him worse : but what is this, 
turning" to the people, in comparison of 
the words of this Brahman, wiio reviles 
liod ! God is a h<Jy being-, and ail his 
works are holy. He made men and devils 
holy ; b4it they have made themselves 
vile. He who imputes their sin to God is 
a wretch, wlio reproaches his Maker.- 
These men, with all their sin-extenuating' 
notions, teach that it is a g^rcat evil to 
murder a Brahman ; yet the ntMirder of 
many BraJimans does not come up to 
tliis. For if I murder a Brahman, I only 
kill his body ; but if I blaspheme and re- 
proach my Maker, castinp^ all blame in 
his face, and teach others to do so, I in- 
fect, I destroy, I devour both body and 

»oul, to all eternity.' Bcinji^ on a jotir- 

ncy through the country, he saw a g^cat 
multitude assembling- for the worship of 
one of their gods. He immediately ap- 
proached them ; and passini^ throug-h the 
company, placed himself on an elevation, 
near to the side of the idol. The eyes of 
all the people were instantly fixed on him, 
wondcrinjr what he> being a European, 
meant to do. After beckoning for silence, 
he thus began : * It has eyes . . . [pausing, 
and pointing with his finger to the eyes of 
the image ; then turning his face, by way 
of appeal to the people] but it cannot 
sec ! It has ears ... but it cannot hear ! 
It has a nose . . . but it cannot smell ! It 
has hands . . . but it cannot handle ? It 
has a mouth . . . but it cannot speak; 
neither is there any breath in it.' An old 
man in the company, provoked bv these 
selfeyident truths, added : « It has feet ; 
but it cannot run away !' At this a uni- 
versal shout was heard. The faces of 
the priests and BraKmans were c()\ercd 
With slinme, and tlie worship for that 
time was given up." 

Nothinj^ can be more unfair than 
the manner in which the scoflTers 
and alarmists have represented the 
missionaries. We, who have thus 
vindicated them, are neither blind to 
what is erroneous in' their doctrine, 
or ludicrous in their phraseology. 
But the anlimissionaries cull out 
from their journals and letters all 
that is ridiculous, sectarian, and tri- 
lling ; call them fools, madmen, tin* 
kers, Calvinists, and schismaticks ; 
and keep out of sight their love of 
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man, antl their zeal for God, ^ktam 

selfdevotement, their indefatigab^ 
industry, and their unequalled learn- 
ing. These lowborn and lowbred rae- 
chanicks have translated the whole 
fiibk into Bengalee, and have by this 
time printed it. They are printing 
the New Testament in the Sanscrit^ 
. theOrissa,Mahratta,Hindoostan,and 
Guzarat, and translating it into Pcr- 
sick, Telinga, Kamata, Chinese, tfic 
language of the Sieks and of the Bur- 
mans ; and in four of these languages 
they are going on with the Bible, Ex- 
traordinary as this is, it will appear 
more so, when it is remembered^ 
that of these men one was^^rigini^y 
a shoemaker, another a printer at 
Hull, and a third the master of a 
charity school at Bristol. Only four* 
teen years have elapsed since Thomas, 
and Carey set foot in India; and in 
that time have these ^issimiaries 
acquired this gift of tongues. In 
fourteen years these lowborn, low- 
bred mechanicks have done more to- 
wards spreading the knowledge of 
the Scriptures among the heathen, 
than has been accomplished, or even 
attempted by all the world besides. 

A plain statement of the fact will 
be the best proof of their diligence 
and success. The first convert was 
baptized in December 1800, and ia 
seven years from that time has the 
number amounted to 109, of whom 
nine were afterwards excluded or 
suspended, or had been lost sight of. 
Carey and his son have been in Ben- 
gal fourteen years ; the other bre- 
thren, only nine. They had all a dif- 
ficidt language to acquire before they 
could speak to a native; and to preack 
and argue in it required a thorough 
and familiar knowledge. Under these 
circumstances the wonder is, not that 
they have done so little, but that they 
have done so much. For it will be 
found, that even without this difficul- 
ty to retard them, no religious opi- 
nions have spread more rapidly in 
the same time, unless there was some 
remarkable folly or extravagance t» 
recommend them, or acme powerful 
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worldlf inducement. Their progress 
^11 be continually accelerating ; the 
d^Bculty is at first, as in introducing 
Tttccinadon into a distant land ; wbeA 
the matter has once taken, one subject 
supplies infection for all around hinif 
ftod the disease takes root in the 
country. The husband converts the 
wife, the son converts the parent^ 
the friend his friend^ and every fresh 
proselyte becomes a missionary in 
bh own neij^hbourhood* Thus their 
sphere of influence and of action 
Widens, and the eventual issue of a 
struggle between truth and falsehood 
is not to be doubted by those who 
be&ere in the former. Other mis* 
nonaries from other societies have 
now entered India, and will soon be- 
come efficient labourers in their sta- 
tto&« From government, all that is 
asked is toleration for themselves, 
and protection for their converts. 
The plan which they have laid for 
their own proceedings is perfectly 
prudent and unexceptionable; and 
there is as little fear of their provo- 
king n»artyrdom, as there would be 
of their shrinking from it, if the cause 
of God and man require the sacrifice. 
But the converts ought to be pro- 



tected from vsrtence ; and all cram- 
ming with cow dung prohibited on 
pain of retaliation with beef tea. 
• Let it not be deemed that this is 
spoken disrespectfully. Far from de-< 
predating chuixh establishments, our 
earnest wish and desire *is, that they 
may be extended. Let there be one 
in India, the more magnificent the 
better. Make Dr« Barrow a bishop or 
an archbishop there, if it be thought 
fit. Bttild a St. Paul's at Calcutta, 
and raise the money by evangelical 
sermons* But do not think, even if 
this were done, to supersede the 
Baptist mis^onaries, till you can pro* 
vide from your own church such 
men as these ; and it may be added, 
such women also as their wives. 
Why win not the church of England 
adopt a policy more favourable to 
her views ? Sectaries, such as these, 
instead of being discountenanced, 
should, in fact, be Regarded as use- 
ful auxiliaries. Their services, in- 
deed, are desultory ; but, like the 
Pandours and Croats of military pow- 
ers, they may pKcede the main body, 
and, by their zeal and intrepidity, 
contribute to facilitate the success of 
the regular force. 
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Slemoirs of British Quadrupeds, illustrative principally of their Habits of Life, 
iBstincts, Sagacity, Mid Uses to Mankiad, arranged according to the System gi' 
Unnxus. By the- Rev. W. Bingley, A. M. Fellow of the Linnean Society, and 
Ute of Peterhousc, Cambridge. WiUi Engravings from ori|pnal Drawings, exe- 
cuted chiefly by Mr. Samuel Howitt. 8vo. pp. 500. London, 1809. Price 18«. 



OBSERVATION is the vpry 
fife of natural science ; and a habit 
of obaervation, is a^ource of pleasure 
ta those who practise it, almpst in- 
dependent of adventitious enjoy- 
ments. Thomson seems ^o have 
felt the full force of this principle, 
when he exclaims : 
** 1 care not Fortune ! wh^t you me deny ; 
You cannot rob me of free Nature's 
g^ace ( 
Vou cannot shut the windows of the sky. 
Through which Aurora shows her 
brightjiung feet.. 



You cannot bar my constant feet to traqe 
The woods and lawns, by living streanr., 
at eve ; 

Let health my nerves and finer fibres 
brace. 
And 1 Uieir toys to tlie great children 

leave. 
Of fancy, reason, virtue, nought can me 
bereave." 

The contemplation of nature is, 
when rightly conducted, a medium 
of virtue and devotion. It is of great 
importance, to younger minds espe- 
cially, that i^-lje^ ju(ig(9ti^^,directcjl 
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tod &d]litttMi. tht» is the end prcn 
posed by system ; and though sys- 
tern has an air of constraint which 
is not precisely the character of na» 
ture, yet this iipperfectionis no more 
than might be expected, from bumaa 
powers* It is the best man can do ; 
as such let him value it. We are 
glad, therefore, to see a S3rstematick 
arrangement of the British Quadru- 
peds, presented to the British pub* 
lick, in a single volume, aad at a 
moderate price* Perhaps Pennant 
did as much service to science by his 
" Synopsis," as by any of his works ; 
because it was within the purchase 
of all who were attentive to science ; 
while his " British Zoology" was no 
less gratifying to the naturalist, than 
to the patfiot. Mr. Bingley follows 
the same honourable course. We 
caimot expect that all should be new 
in a work of this description ; yet 
Mr. B. contributes a portion of novel* 
ty. He understands his subject ; 
he explains the leading principles of 
it with perspicuity ; and he commu- 
nicates the result of his assiduity in 
a pleasing manner* His plates are 
mostly etched in a spirited style; 
and we are glad to see the Misses 
Byrne employed in a manner so 
suitable to their talents.' Many of 
tliese plates evince their skill. Others 
are by Mr. Howitt. 

Specimens of the execution of this 
work selected from articles that oc- 
cur constantly in Natural Histories, 
would not be doing justice to the 
author. We therefore select the his* 
tory of the hares domesticated by the 
late poet Cow per ; which Mr. B. has 
very properly admitted into a volume, 
intended to illustrate the manners of 
animals ; that of the still less to be 
expected performances of the famous 
setung pig, whose portrait has lately 
gratified the amateurs of living ex- 
traordinaries arc no less amusing. 

" The hare is a very gentle animal, and 
when caught young is susceptible of edu» 
cation. The best proof that I can adduce 
of this, is to recite, without abridgment, 
3ir. Gowper's highly interesting narrative 



re8{>ectiiicrhi$t«ne|itfe9» Tkia i« kMerte 
ed in some of the latest editions of hit 
poems ; but as it has not hitlierto appear- 
ed, in illustration of the character of the 
animal, in any book of natural history^ 
I trust that, without censure (on apoowit 
of its length) I may be allowed to intso. 
duce it here. 

* In the ^ear 1744, being much indls* 
posed both in mind and body, incapable 
of diverting myself either with company 
•r books, and yet in a. condition, that mado 
some diversion necessary, I was .glad of 
any thing that would enfage my attention 
without fatiguing it. The children of one 
of my neighbours had a leveret g^vcn 
them for a plaything ; it was at that time 
about three months old. UnderstandiDg 
better how to tease tlie poor creature than 
to feed it, and soon becoming weary of 
their charge, they readily consented that 
their father, who saw it pining and grow- 
ing leaner every day, should offer it to my 
acceptance. I was willing enough to take 
the prisoner under my protection ; per- 
ceiving that, in the management of auck 
an animal, and in tlie attempt to Uroe it, I 
3hould find just that sort of employment 
which my case required. It was soon 
known among the neighbours that I was 
pleased with the present ; and the conse- 
quence was, that in a short time I had a» 
many leverets offered to me, as woukl 
have stocked a paddock. 1 undertook, 
the care of three, which it is necessary 
I should here distinguish by the names 
I gave them: Puss, Tmey, and Bess. 
Notwithstanding the two feminine appc^ 
latj^ns, I must inform you tliat they were 
att males. Immediately commencing car* 
penter, I built them houses to sleep in. 
Each had a separate apai-tment, so ca». 
trived tliat an eai*then pan, placed imder 
eacli, received whatsoever fell fi^m thevu 
This being regularly emptied and washed, 
they were thus kept perfectiy sweet and 
clean. In the daytime, tliey had the 
ran^e of a hall ; and at night, each Ktircd 
to his own bed, never inti*udinginto that of 
another. 

* Puss grew presently femiliar, would 
leap into my lap, raise himself upon his 
hinder feet, and bite, the hair from my 
temples. He would sufier me to take 
him up ahd carry him about in my arms, 
and has, more than once fallen fast asleep 
on ray knee. He was ill three days, during^ 
which time I nursed him ; kept him apart 
from his fellows, that they might not 
molest him (for, like many other wild 
animals, they persecute one of their own 
species that is sick) and, by constant 
care, and trying him with a variety *df 
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talMt restored bim to perfect hesUh. No 

creature could be more grateful than my 
patient after his recovery; a sentiment 
vhtch he most significantly expressed by 
Ikkbig my hand, first the back of it, then 
tke- pakn, then every finger separately, 
then between all the fingers, as iif anxioua 
to leave no part unsaluted ; a ceremony 
which he never performed but once agsdn, 
BpOQ a similar occasion. Finding hiril 
extremely tractable, I made it my custom 
to carry him, always after brealmtet, into 
the garden, where he hid himself, gene« 
rally under the leaves of a cucumber vine> 
skeping or chewing the cud till evening* 
In the Kaves also of that vine he found a 
ftvoorite repast I had not long habituated 
him to this taste of liberty, before he be* 
fan to be impatient for the return of the 
time when he might enjoy it. He would 
invite me to the garden, by drumming 
on my knee, and by a look of such ex- 
pression as it was not possible to misin- 
terpret. If this rbetorick did not imme- 
difl^ly succeed, he would take the skirt 
of my coat between his teeth, and pull 
St it with all his force. Thus, Puss might 
Ihe said to be perfectly tamed ; the shy- 
Kfs of his nature was done away ; and, 
OB the whole, it was visible by many 
qpmptoms, which I have not room to enu* 
merttte, that he was happier in human 
mdety, than when shut up with hia 
natural companions. 

* Not so Tiney. Upon him the kindest 
treatment had not the least effect. He 
too was sick, and in his sickness had an 
e<|ttal share of my attention ; but if, after 
his recovery, I took the liberty to stroke 
him, he would grunt, strike with his fore- 
feet, spring forward, and bite. He. was, 
however, very entertaining in his way. 
Even his surliness was matter of mirtli ; 
and in his play, he preserved such an ahr 
dt^rmity, and performed his feats in such 
a. 8<demnky of manner, that iu him too I 
hftd an agreejd>le companion. 

' Bess, who died soon after he was fuH 
erown, and whose death was occasioned 
^ being turned into his box, which had 
bBen washed, while it was yet damp, was a 
hare of great humour and droUeiy. Puss 
was tamed by gentle usage ; Tiney was 
not to be tamed at all ; and Bess had a 
courage and confidence that made him 
tame from the beginning. I always ad- 
teitted them into the parlour after supper, 
when the carpet ammling their feet a 
hm hold, they would firisk, and bound, 
and play a thousand gambols, in which 
Bess, being remarkably strong and fear- 
Itm, was always superiour to the rest, 
aad proved himself the Vestris of the 
party. Qne evenii^^ the c(tt being in the 



room, had the.haslinets to patBess upoir 

the cheek ; an indignity which he resent* 
ed by drumming upon her back with such 
violence, that the cat was happy to escape 
from under his paws, and hide herself. 

* I describe these animals as having 
each a cliaracter of his own. Such they 
were in fact ; and their countenances were 
so expressive of that character, that, 
when Hooked only on the face of either, 
I immediately knew which it was. It is 
said that a shepherd, however numerous 
his flock, soon becomes so familiar with 
their feigMres, that he can, by that indica* 
tion only, distinguish each from the rest; 
and yet, to a common observer, the dift'er- 
ence is hardly perceptible. I doubt not 
that the same discrimination, in the cast 
4tf countenances, would be discoverable 
in hares ; and . am persuaded that among 
a thousand of them, no two could be found 
exactly similar ; a circumstance little sus^ 
pected by those who have not had oppor^ 
tunity to observe it. These creatures 
have a singular sagacity in discovering 
the miimtest alteration that is made in a 
place to which the^ are accustomed, and 
instantly apply their nose to the exami- 
nation of a new object A small hole 
had been burnt in the carpet. It was 
mended with a patch, and that patch in 
a mome^nt underwent the strictest scru- 
tiny. They seem, too, to be very much 
directed by smell in the choice of their 
favourites. To some persons, though 
they saw them daily, they could neverbe 
reconciled, and would even scream when 
they attempted to touch them; but a 
miller coming in, engaged their affection 
at once. His powdered coat had charms 
that were irresistible. It is no wonder 
that my intimate acquaintance with these 
specimens of the kind has taught me to 
hold the sportsman's amusement in ab- 
horrence. He little kno^V8 what amiable 
creatures he persecutes ; of what grati- 
tude they are capable ; how cheerful they 
are in their spirits ; what enjojrment they 
have of life ; and that, impressed as they 
seem with a peculiar dread of man, it is 
only because man gives them peculiar 
cause for it 

* That I may not be tedious, I will just 
give a short summary of those articles of 
diet that suit them best. 

* 1 take it to be a ^neral opinion that 
they graze ; but it is an erroneous one : 
at least grass is not their staple : they 
eeem rather to use it medicinally, soon 
quitting it for leaves of almost any kind. 
Sowthistlc, dent-de-lion, and lettuce, are 
their favourite vegetables, espcdally the 
last I discoveredf, by accident, that fine 
white sand is in. great estimation witk 



IT4 



SBLECT BKVlEWBt 



them ; I suppose, as a digestive. It hap- 
pened that I was cleaning' a bird-cage 
whilst the hares were with me. 1 placed 
a pot filled with white sand upon the floor, 
which, being at once directed to by a 
strong'instinct, they devoured voraciously. 
Since that time, I have g-enerally taken 
care to see them well supplied with it. 
They account green corn a great delicacy, 
both the blade and stalk ; but the car they 
seldom eat. Straw of any kind, especially 
wheat-straw, is another of their dainties. 
They will feed greedily upon oats ; but if 
furnished with clean straw, never want 
them. It serves them also for a bed ; and 
if shaken \ip daily, will be kept swoet 
and dry for a considerable time. They 
do not, however, i-equire aromatick herbs, 
but will eat a small quantity of them with 
CTeat relish, and are particularly fond of 
flie plant called musk. They seem to re- 
semble sheep in this, that, if their pas- 
ture be too succulent, they are subject 
to the rot; to prevent which I always 
made bread their princii)al nourishment, 
and filling a pan with it cut into small 
squares, placed tliis every evening in 
their chanvbcrs ; for they feed only at 
evening aT>d in the night. During the 
winter, wlien veg'ctables were not to be 
jrot, I mingled this mess of bread with 
shreds of carrot, addinj^ to it the rind of 
apples cut extremely iliin ; for, though 
they are fond of the paring, the apple 
itself disgusts them. These, however, 
not being a sufficient substitute for tlie 
juice of summer herbs, they must at tliis 
time be supplied with water ; but so 
placed that they cannot overset it into 
their beds. I must not omit to i^emark, 
that occasionally they are much pleased 
w'ith twigs of h'awtliom,. and of the com- 
mon briai*, eating even the very wood 
when it is of considerable thickness. 

• Bess, I have said, died yoimg ; Tiney 
lived to be nine years old, and died at 
last, I have reason to think, of some hurt 
in his loins by a fall. Puss is shrill living, 
and has just completed his tenth year, 
discovering no signs of decay, nor even 
of age, except that he is grown more 
discreet, and less frolicksome than he 
was. I cannot conclude without observing, 
that I have lately introd\iced a dog to his 
acquaintance — a* spaniel that had never 
«een a hare, to a hare that had never 
seen a spanief. I did it with great cau- 
tion ; but there was no real need of it; 
Puss discovered no token of fear ; nor 
Marquis the l^ast symptom of hostility. 
There is, therefore, it should seem, no 
natural antipathy between dog and hare ; 
but the pursuit of the one occasions the 



flight of the other, and the dog* pwsu^ 
because he is trained to it. They eat 
bread at the same time out of the same 
hand, and are in all respects sociable and 
friendly. 

* I should not do complete jttstic« to 
my subject, did I not add, that hares 
have no ill scent belonging to them ; that 
they are indefatigably nice in keeping 
themselves clean, for which purpose na- 
ture has furnished them with a brush un- 
der each foot ; and that they are ncvcif 
infested by any vermin.' 

" After Mr. Cowper's death, the follow- 
ing memorandum was found among his pa- 
pers : 

• Tuesday, March 9, 1786.— This day 
died poor Puss, aged eleven years eleven 
months. He died between' twelve and 
one at noon, of mere old ag^, and appa- 
rently without pain." 

The following is the history of the 
pointer pig« 

** Those persons who have att elided st 
all to the manners of switie, have observed* 
that they are by no means deficient in 
sagacity ; but the short lives that we allow 
them, and the general confinement they 
undergo, entirely prevent their improve, 
ment in this respect. W**, however, have 
frequently heard of exhibitions of • /ear«h> 
ed pi^8;* and we know that Toomer, for- 
merly the game-keeper of sir H. P. St. 
John Mildmay, actually broke in a black 
sow to find game, back, and stand, nearfy 
as well as a pohitcr. 
•'This sow, which was a thin, long-legged 
animai (one of the ugliest of the New 
Forest breed) when very young, took a 
great partiahty to some pointer puppies, 
that Toomer, then under keeper of Broomy 
Lodge, in the New Forest, was breaking-. 
It played and often came to feed vrim 
them. From this circumstance, it occurred 
to Toomer (to use his own expression) 
that, having broken many a dog, as ob- 
stinate as a pig, he would try if he could 
not also succeed in breaking a pig. The 
little animal would often go out with the 
puppies to some distance from home ; asSil 
he enticed it further by a sort of pudding 
made of barley meal, which he carried in 
one of his pockets. The other he filled with 
stones, which he threw at the pig, when- 
ever she misbehaved} as he was not able 
to catch and correct her in the same 
manner that he did his dogs. He inform- 
ed sir Henry Mildmay, who has been bo 
obhging as to supply me with this ac- 
count, that he found the animal .very 
tractable, and that he soon taught her 
what ke wished* by this node of reward 
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ii$ imnialmifent. Sir Henry Mildmay 
*iys, that he has frequently seen lier out 
with Toomer, when she quartered her 
^und as regularly as any pointer, stood 
when she csme on game (having an ex- 
cellent nose) and backed other dogs as 
well as he ever saw a pointer. When 
abc came on the cold scent of game, she 
slackened her trot, and gradually droppe<^. 
ker ears and tail Ull she was certain, and 
then fell down on her knees. So stanch 
was she, that she would frequently re- 
main ^ro minutes and upwards on her 
point. As soon as the game rose, she 
dway^ returned to Toomer, gi'unting very 
loudly for her reward of puddings if it 
was not immediately given to her. When 
Toomer died,, his widow sent the pig to 
sir Henry Mildmay, who kept it for three 
jearsy but never used it, except for the 
purpose of occasionally amusing his 
&iends. In doing this, a fowl was put 
into a cabbage net, and hidden amongst 
the fern in some part of the park ; and 
the cirtpaordinary animal never failed to 
point it, in the manner above described. 
Sir Henry was, at length, obliged to part 
with this sow, from a circumstance as 
Angular as the other occurrences of her 
life. A great number of lambs had been 
test, nearly as soon as they were dropped, 
and a person being sent to watch the 
ioek, the animal was- detected in the 
wry act of devouring a lamb. This car- 
oivorous propensity was ascribed to her 
itaving' beeu accustomed to feed with the 
dogs, ancP'to eat the flesh on wliich 
they were fed. Sir Henry sent her back 
p Mrs. Toomer, who sdld her to Mr. 
Mes, of Bniokwood, in tlie New Forest ; 
where she died Ui» usiud death of a pig,' 
and was converted into bacon." 

We add a few notices* and correc- 
tions, for the advancement of know- 
ledge. Mr. B. says ^^ seal skins are 
sometimes used in the south of Eu* 
rofie for covering trunks :" — We be- 
fieve that many thousands are an- 
Rl^ally used in Londoji for that pur- 
pose ; also as leather, &c. " Dogs— 
by a singular defiravity of taste , ge- 
nerally prefer flesh that is, in part, 
corrupted." — The conformity of the 
dpg to ihe'wolf and the fox, which is 
Boiiced by Mr. B. should appear to 
support the inference tliat this parti- 



cukr is not a degi^vity of taste. Th» 
fur of the cat is' remarkable for the 
electrick property of yielding sparksr 
— has any one ascertained whether 
this phenomenon may not be connect- 
ed with the resplendence of the cat's 
eyes in the dark ? which Mr. B. elu- 
cidates by reference to the properties 
of phosphorick light. Mr. B. speaks 
of the ivhite mouse, as occurring 
" very rarely, in England." It is, we 
believeyconstantly op sale in London, 
and may be rendered very tame. We 
remember to have seen one of the 
kind, bouglit when young, which was 
af^customed to run about a lar^e ta- 
ble ; but would not venture to jump 
down from such a height, though she 
often peered over the edge. She 
would feed from the hand, drink little 
drops of cream, or lick the edges of 
a tea-spoon, with great pleasure. She 
had several broods ; and after the 
young were separlited from her, she 
would enter their sleeping places and 
arrange their beds. She became at 
last swollen and heavy ; her eye-sight 
failed her ; and she cHed, apparently 
according to the course of nature, 
when about two years old. We once 
saw a squirrel run up the perpendi- 
cular brick wall of a house, at least 
three stories in height : he seemed 
to have drawn all the air into hi^ body 
and tail, that his skin could hold. 
The rumination of the -hare is a fact 
of importance : as it vindicates both 
Aristotle and Moses. A hint on be- 
half of the latter writer from Mr. B. 
would have been acceptable : as that 
particular has been made a difficulty 
among sportsmen-criticks. So also 
has the feeding of foxes on grapes ; 
yet Mr. B. informs us that besides 
the grapes, 

"The wallfi-uitinthcmai-quis of Buck- 
ingham's gardens at Stow, was one sum- 
mer nearly all deslro\ ed by a fox, whicii 
was at length caught in the garden, in the 
presence,, as I rto ittfofmed, of the nini- 
qnis." 
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Memoirs of Captain George Carleton, an English Officer, incladin^ Anecdotes of the 
War in Spain, under the Earl of PeterbcNrongh, and nnmy interesting* Particida» 
i>elating to the Manners of the Spaniards, in the beginning of the last CentUf^ 
Written by himself. Octavo, pp. 463. 12*. in boards. ' 



FEW memoirs more interest- 
ing or more instructive to military 
men have appeared in this or any 
other country, than these details 
of the respectable captain Carleton. 
They refer principally to transac- 
tions in which the author, who was 
unquestionably a person of accurate 
observation and sound reflection, 
had participated, and of which he 
was an eye-witness, a circumstance 
that greatly enhances their value. 
And they particularly relate to the 
exploits of the celebrated earl of 
Peterborough in Spain, during the 
war for the Spanish successiort, a 
correct and simple narrative of which 
is sufficient to inspire young minds 
with the most heroick sentiments. 
To those who have made choice of 
the profession of arms, this narra- 
tive points out the true road to mar- 
tial fame ; and it furnishes the most 
profitable and instructive lessons, by 
means both of similitude and con- 
trast, to such of them as may be dis- 
posed to study the sublimer parts of 
military science, instead of wasting 
their time on an unprofitable appli- 
cation to those trifling minuti«, 
which cannot be pi^actised in the field 
or in the face of an enemy, but to 
which the attention of officers of the 
present day is so much directed. 

It roust be allo\yed, that seldom 
has any man ever surpassed the no- 
ble and generous lord Peterborough 
in variety of contrivance and strata- 
gem, in fertility of resources both 
military and political, in celerity of 
movement, in presence of mind, in 
boldness of enterpnse, in prompti- 
tude and correctness of decision, in 
prudence of arrangement, and in 
judgment in executing measures 
when once they had been adopted. 
His successes in Spain, when the cir- 
cumstances in which he acted arc 
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iairly taken into consideration, ap- 
pear not only wonderful, but such as 
even exceed belief; and they most 
with justice make him be regarded 
as one of those rare and extraordina- 
ry characters, which very seldom ap- 
pear in the world, and are scarcely 
to be found even among the heroes 
of Plutarch. Though the service 
on which he was employed, namely, 
that of placing Charles of Austria on 
the throne of Spain, was even more 
romantick than it was splendid, he 
would have infallibly succeeded in 
the attempt, had he hoi been arrest- 
ed in the career of his acbievments 
by the influence of envy, false and 
malevolent insinuations, and detesta- 
ble court intrigue, which caused him 
to be superseded in his command by 
a general, who, like some of those 
Avith whom we have lately been bless- 
ed, was a steady thoroughbred pa- 
rade officer; who paid a decorous 
and formal attention to the custom- 
ary roles of discipline, but who un- 
derstood his profession merely as a 
trade, not as a science. Such a man 
was peculiarly improper to be em- 
ployed in the field against the duke 
of Berwick ; who was distinguished by 
humanity, contrivance, magnanimi- 
ty and genius ; and who was above 
being a slave to the common-place 
maxims of warfare. Of this truth, 
the battle of Almanza in 1707 was a 
melancholy proof. 

The feats of Charles earl of Peter- 
borough, the principal character in, 
these memoirs, w^ere, indeed, of a 
nature nearly unaccount^^ble, and 
might have been regarded by people 
even less superstitious than the Spa- 
niards as almost miraculous. With 
a handful of men, he not only took 
the fort of Monjouick, which had 
uniformly been regarded by the na- 
ti^s as "imppgp^bitiA^ialso the- 
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strong and extensive city of Barce- 
lonay which) in the ordinary course 
of warfare^ could not have been effec- 
taalJy invested by fewer than thirty 
thousand men. He afterwards relie- 
ved this very city with a small force, 
in the face of a powerful and nume* 
rous army, whom he obliged to de- 
camp precipitately, leaving their bat- 
tering train of artillery, and theii* 
ammunition, stores, and provisions^ 
as well as their sick and wounded. 
With less than half the number of 
troops, he compelled the duke of 
Anjou to retire before him, and final- 
ly drove him out of Spain, at the 
head of a French army twenty-five 
thousand strong. He distinguished 
himself both as an admiral and as a 
freneral. He took walled towns with 
dragoons; and he procured money 
for the commander of the Portu- 
guese troops from the bankers of 
Genoa, without having it in his po%v- 
er to offer them security. He suc- 
ceeded, by his wonderful dexterity 
and skill, in gainmg possession of 
Catalonia, and of the kingdoms of 
Valencia, Aragon, and Majorca, to- 
gether with part of Murcia and Cas- 
tile; and he thus opened the way 
for the march of the earl of Galway> 
a blundering French refugee, who 
supplanted him in the command, 
fix)m Portugal to Madrid, without 
the least resistance or molestation. 
Such, indeed, was the universality of 
his genius, that he was not less sue- 
oessful in conciliating the natives, 
than in carrying his daring and ad- 
venturous enterprises into execution. 
I Like a truly wise and virtuous man, 
he on every occasion restrained the 
excess of his troops; respected the 
religion, the laws, and even the pre- 
judices of the Spaniards ; and thus, 
though in their eyes he w^as a here- 
tick, he became much more popular 
among them, than even the catho- 
Uck prince whom he waB endeavour- 
ing to place on their throne. Swift, 
in his Conduct of the jllties^ speaks 
of him in these words : " The only 
general, who, bf a series of conduct 



and fortune almost miraculous, had 
nearly put us into possession of 
Spain, was left wholly unsupported, 
exposed to the envy of his rivals; 
disappointed by the caprices of a 
young, unexperienced prince, undef 
the guidance of a rapacious German 
ministry ; and at last called home ia 
discontent." 

When the thanks of the house o£ 
peers were returned to him in Juntf 
1710 — 1 1, for his services in Spain, 
the lord chancellor addressed him in 
the following words : " Had you* 
lordship's wise counsels, particularly 
your advice at the council of war in 
Valencia, been pursued in the fol- 
lowing campaign, the fatal battle of 
Almanza and opr great misfortunes^ 
which have since happened in Spain, 
had been prevented, and tlie design 
upon Toulon might have happily 
succeeded." Besides his transcendent 
talents as a warriour and negotiator, 
this truly extraordinary man, to 
whom nature had been prodigal, pos- 
sessed literary acquirements greatly 
surpassing those that could reasona- 
bly have been expected in a person 
of so much activity of life. His cba- 
racteristick celerity in travelling is 
finely and emphatically described by 
Swift, in- his Journal to Stella, 34tli 
June, 1711. 

As to captain CaHeton himself, he- 
observes in his dedication, that it waa^ 
his fortune in his juvenile years 
jMusas cum Marte commutare $ and 
that to prevent the small advantage 
which he had reaped from the change 
after a series of long, severe, and 
dangerous serviced, from being irat 
puted to a want of merit on his part, 
he had written these memoirs, and 
left the world to judge,of his deseits. 
He very truly affirms, that they are 
neithtr set forth by any fictitious sto« 
lies, nor embellished with rhetorical 
flourishes ; since -plain truth is ixiost 
becoming the character of an old sol- 
dier. The simplicity and modesty, 
indeed, which reign throughout them, 
sufliiciently evince the truth of this 
^declaration, affl| e^^HJIjyftgi^^wonal 
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dignity to his narratives of important 
events. He saw a variety of actions 
both by sea and land. After the 
Dutch war, which was proclaimed in 
1672, he not only served -under the 
command of the prince of Orange 
while he was generalissimo of the 
Dutch forces, but also during the 
whole of his reign as king of Great 
Britain. He was born at Ewelme, in 
Oxfordshire, and descended from an 
ancient and honourable famMy ; lord 
Dudley Carleton, who died secretary 
of state to Charles I. being his great 
uncle ; and in the same reign his fa- 
ther being employed as envoy at the 
court of Madrid, while his uncle, sir 
Dudley Carleton, was ambassadour 
to the states of Holland* 

' England was by treaty obliged to 
assist France against the Dutch, with 
6,000 troops; and as soon as the Duke 
of York (afterwards James H.) was 
declared admiral of the English fleet, 
k was reckoned a mark of spirit in 
the young nobility and gentry to at- 
tend him. The author of these me- 
moirs, therefore, then about twenty 
years of age, in imitation of others, 
entered himself as a volunteer on 
board the London, commanded by sir 
Edward Spragge, vice admiral of the 
red. He was soon afterwards present 
at the naval engagement between 
the combined fleets of England and 
France and the Dutch in Solebay, 
which took place on the 38th of May, 
and was obstinately contested from 
nine in the morning till ten at night. 
Of the combat he gives a very clear 
anri distinct account; observing, 
however, " that the French acted 
more as spectators than as parties, 
and seemed unwilling to be too much 
upon the oflensive for fear of offend- 
ing themselves.*' The duke, having 
had two ships disabled under him, 
went on board the JLondon, about four 
in the afternoon ; remaining in her 
during the rest of the action, and till 
next morning, though De Ruyter 
directed his fire particularly at her, 
as if determined to blow her out ^f 
the water. Here Mr. Carleton had 



an opportunity of observing accurate* 
ly and minutely his royal highnessV 
conduct. And he makes the nK>st un* 
equivocal and honourable mention of 
his courage and intrepidity. He sta«» 
also two circumstances which are cfc*. 
serving of. notice. He says that our 
fleet, in sailing from the Nore to join 
that of the French, who were an- 
chored at St. Helens, under the com- 
mand of count d*Estre^, had nearly 
been intercepted at the mouth of the 
river by De Ruyter, who had notice 
of our intentions ; and that they ha4 
a narrow escape by means of a thick 
fog, which enabled them to pass Do* 
ver before he was aware 6f it. He 
likewise observes, that the duke of 
York twas in some measure, and 
would have been completely surpri^ 
sed by the Dutch admiral, had thiere 
been only a moderate breeze; adding, 
that although there was so little air 
stirring that our admirals could see 
the enemy's fleet making towards 
them long before it got near to theni» 
they found great difliculty in forming 
their ships into a line of battle, so as 
to be in readiness to receive it. 

The few observations which the 
author makes respecting the battle 
of SenelF, between the confederate 
army under the prince of Orange^ 
and that of the French commanded 
by the prince of Cond^, are not only 
sensible and instructive, but show 
that a general, after having obtained 
an important advantage, may suffer 
it to be snatched out of his hands by 
too much eagerness and heat of tem- 
per. Mr. Carleton was in the rear 
guard, which had been cut off by the 
French, who fell to plundering the 
baggage ; and having made his escape 
to an eminence, 

" It was," he says, *• from that advahu- 
geoua situation, that I presently discover* 
ed that the imperialists, who led the van, 
had now joined the main body. And, 1 
cmifess, it was with an almost inexpres- 
sible pleasure ^lat I beheld, about three 
o'clock, with what intrepid fury they fell 
upon the enemy. In short, both armies 
were universally eng^g«d, and with great 
obstinacy disputed the victory till eleven 
at iiighu HgmU^fKJ^^ French^ 
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\^vctg pretty ^U sutfeited, made their 
retreat. Nevertheless, to secure it by a 
stratagem, they left their lighted matches 
hanging in the hedges, and waving with 
she air, to conceal it from the confederate 
army. 

" About two hours after, the confede« 
rate forces followed the example of thei^ 
enemies, and drew off. And though nei- 
ther army had much reason to boast, yet, 
as the prince of Orange remained last in 
the field, and the French had lost what 
Uiey before had gained, tlie glory of the 
day fell to the prince of Orange ; whO) 
although but twenty-four years of age, 
had the suffrage of friend and foe ; of 
hsving played the part of an old and ex- 
perienced oificer. 

^ There were left that day on the field 
of battle, by a general computation, not 
less than eighteen thousand men on both 
sides, over and above those who died of 
Ihcir woilnds : the loss being pretty equal, 
•nly the French carried off most prison- 
srs. Prince Waldeck was shot through 
the arm, which I was near enough to be 
an e^*e witness of. And my much lament- 
ed friend, sir Waker Vane, was carried 
«fr dead. A wound in the arm was all 
the mark of honour that I, as yet, could 
boast of, tbou^ our cannon in the de- 
iUes had slain many near me. 

" The prince of Cond^, as we were 
Dext day informed, lay all that night un- 
der a hedge, wrapped in his cloak ; and, 
either from the mortification of being dis- 
appointed in his hopes of victory, or from 
a reflection of the disservice, which his 
own natural overheat of temper had dncwn 
upon him, was almost inconsolable many 
days after. And thus ended the famous 
battle of Seneff. 

" But though common vogue has given 
it the name of a battle, in my weak opi- 
Bion, it might rather deserve that of a 
confused skirmish ; all things having been 
forcibly can-ied on without regularity, or 
even desigii enough to allow it any liigher 
denomination. For, as I have said before, 
notwithstanding I was advantageously sta- 
tioned for observation, I found it very of- 
ten impossible to distinguish one party 
from another. And this was more re* 
markably evident on the part of the prince 
of Orange, whose valour and vigour ha- 
ving led him into the middle of the ene- 
my, and being then sensible of his errour, 
by a peculiar presence of mind, gave the 
Word of command in French, which he 
^oke perfectly well. But ^e French 
soldiers, who took him for one of tlieir 
own generals, making answer that their 
powder was all spent, it afforded matter 
of ijjistrucUpn to turn to persist ta his at- 



tack; at the same time, that It give hkm 
a lesson of caution, to withdraw himself 
as soon as he could to his own troops." 

After the peace of Nimeguen, 
which was concluded in 1678, the 
regiment in which the author served 
was stationed on garrison duty at the 
Grave for nearly four years, the sol- 
diers being mostly employed in work* 
ing on the fortifications. It was thertf, 
he informs us, and on that occasion, 
that he imbibed the first riKliments 
of fortification, and the practical part 
of the engineer profession, which in 
his more advanced years were of great 
service to him. 

On the breaking out of Mon-^ 
mouth's rebellion after the death of 
Charles II. the English and Scotch 
regiments in the Dutch service were 
ordered over to England^ahd encamp* 
ed on Hounslow Heath, Mr. Carle- 
ton had not thus been long returned 
to his native land, when he received 
a coifimission from king James as a 
lieutenant in a newly raised regiment, 
under the command of colonel Tuf- 
ton, brother to the earl of Thanet. 
After James had abdicated the throne, 
and the prince of Orange had accept- 
ed the administration of affair^ in 
this country, the author was employ- 
ed with his regiment in Scotland^ 
chiefly in the Highlands ; during 
which service, having distinguished 
himself, he was, in consequence of 
a recomreendatba mentioning some 
particulars of his conduct from sir 
Thomas Levingston (afterwards earl 
of Tiviot) promoted to a company in 
brigadier Tiffin's regiment, lying in 
garrison at Portsmouth, to which 
place he immediately repaired. About 
two months afterwards, this regiment, 
among many others, was shipped oft 
under the duke of Leinster, on a se- 
cret expedition ; the object of which, 
though unknown to the general him- 
self till he opened his commisbion 
at sea, having been intrusted to a 
femade politician on kindy was soon 
made known to the enemy ; a cir- 
cumstance which rendered it neces- 
sary to countermand their orders, 
before they j^^fj^^^^^c^place •f 
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th^ii* desttnatlbD. They were accord- 
ingly directed to land at Oslend ; and 
not long after their landing, the fa- 
TOous battle of Steenkirk was fought: 
of which, and of some remarkable 
circumstances attending it, captain 
Carleton eives the following short 
and interesting account : 

" Soon after this, happened that me- 
Hiorable baltle at Steenkirk, which, as 
very few at that time could dive into the 
reason of, and mistaken accounts of it 
have passed for authentick, I will men- 
tion somewhat more particularly. The 
undertaking was bold, and, as many 
thought,' bolder tlian was consistent with 
the character of the wise undertaker. 
Js'evertlieless, the French ha\ing taken 
3^amur, and, as the malcontents alleged, 
in the very sight of a superiour apmy, 
And nothing having been done by land of 
any ;moment, things were blown into such 
a dangerous fermentation, by a maliciou* 
and lying spirit, that king William found 
himself under & necessity of attempting 
«ometJiing tliat might appease the mur- 
murs of the people. He knew ver3i well, 
though spoke in the senate, that it was 
not true, that his forces at the siege of 
Namur exceeded those of the enemy. No 
jrian could be more afflicted than he at 
tlie o\erflowiDg of the Mehaigne, from 
X\\i. LO.'.tij^ual rains, which obsU'uctcd tlie 
re': ( i ;i'i hiid designed for that important 
pi . '- vci ti'.'ie his nialigncrs made an 
ill Mto --•^t'-nc false topicks, to insinuate 
that he hnu no mind to put an end to the 
war, he was resolved to evince the con-, 
trary, by showing them that he was not 
afruid to venture his life for tlie better 
obtaining what was so much desired. 

" To that purpose, receiving intelli- 
gence that the duke of Luxemburg lay 
strongly encompassed at Steenkirk, nciu* 
Enghien (though he was sensible he niust 
pass through many dciiles to engage him, 
and that the niany tljlckcts between tlic 
two rainifs would frequently afford him 
new difficui(lcs) he resolved there to at- 
tack him. Oiu* troops at first were forced 
to hew out tlieirpassag-e for the horse. 
And there was no one difficulty that his 
iniaginatiou had drawn, tliat was lessened 
by experience i ?ind yet so prosperous 
were his arms at the hcginning, tliat our 
troops hnd made themselves masters of 
several pieces of the enemy's cannon. 
But tlie failhcr he advanced, the ground 
growing straiter, so strait as not to ad- 
mit his armies being drawn up in batta- 
lia, the troops bcliind could not give 
timely succour to those engaged, iuid ^Q 



cannon we had USm^ was Jbr^ibly left 
behind, in order to make a good retreat. 
The French had lost all their courage in 
the onset. For though they had too fair 
an opportunity, they did not think fit to 
pursue it ; or, at least, did it verj- languid- 
ly. However, the malcontents at home, 
I remember, grew very well pleased after 
this ; for, so long as they had but a but- 
tle for their money, like true English- 
men, lost or won, they were contented. 

** Several causes, I remember, were 
assigned for this miscarriage, as they 
call it. Some there were who were wil- 
ling to lay it upon the Dutch ; and allege 
a saying of one of their generals, who, 
receiving orders to relieve some English 
and Scotch that were overpowered, was 
heard to say : * Damn them, since they 
love fighting, let them have tlieir bellies 
full.' But I should rather impute the 
disappointment to the great loss of so 
many of our bravest officers at 'the very 
first onset. General Ma^ay, colonel La- 
nier, the earl of Angus, with both his 
field officers, sir Robert Douglas, colonel 
Hodges, and many oUiers, falling, it was 
enough to put a very considerable army 
into confusion. I remember one particu- 
lar action of sir Robert Douglas, that I 
should think myself to blame should I 
omit. Seeing his colours on the other 
side the hedge, in the hands of the ene* 
my, he leaped over, slew the officer that 
had them, and then threw tlicm over the 
hedge to his company; redeeming his co- 
lours at the expense of his life. Thus, tlie 
Scotch commander improved upon the 
Roman general : for the brave Posthumius 
cast his standard in the middle of tlie ene- 
my, for his soldiers to reti-ieve ; but Dou- 
glas retrieved his from tlic middle of the 
enemy, without any assistance, and cast 
it back to his soldiers to retain, after he 
had so bravely rescued it out of the hands 
of the enemy." 

Captain Carleton next went with 
his corps to Dixmuyd, where he was 
for some time employed in fortifying 
that place ; and after he had brought 
the intended works into a tolerably 
respectable state, the troops were 
ordered to reembark for England, 
On landing they marched to Ipswicl»» 
had their winter quarters in that 
town, and in the spring went to 
London to do duty in the Tower. 
Hence the regiment was removed 
to Flanders. And captain Carleton's 
description of and remarks on the 
prince of Va^demout's retre^ froi^ 
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1(^aterga€hi »re well calculated for 
conveying useful military instruc- 
tion. 

** Wliile king- William was eng'ag'ed in 
the glorious and important siege of Na- 
inur, prince Vaudemont being* posted at 
Watepgaem, with about fifty battalions, 
and as many sq^uadrons, tbe mareschal 
YiUepoy laid a design to attack him with 
the whole French army. The prince 
imagined no J-css : therefore he prepared 
accordingly, giving us orders to fortify 
our camp, as well as the little time we 
haul for it would permit. Those orders 
were pursued ; nevertheless, I must con- 
fess, it was beyond the reach of my little 
icason to account for our so long stay in 
tike sight of an army so much superiour 
to ours. The prince, in the whole, could 
hardly muster thirty thousand ; and Vil- 
leroy was known to value himself upon 
having ope hundred thousand effective 
men. However, the pruice provisionally 
sent away all our baggage that very morn- 
ing to Ghent, and still made show as if 
he resolved to defend himself to tlie last 
extremity, in our little intrenchments. 
The enemy, on their side, began to sur- 
round us ; and in their motions for that 
purpose, blew up little bags of gun powder 
to give tiie readier notice how far they had 
accomplished it. Another captain, with 
myself being placed on the right with 
One hundred men (where I found Mon- 
sieur Montal endeavouring, if possible, to 
get behind us) I could easily observe, 
they had so far attained their aim of en- 
compassing us, as to the very fashion of a 
horse's shoe. This made me fix my eyes 
so intently upon tlic advancing enemy, 
that I never minded what my friends 
were doing behind me; though I after- 
wards found that they had been filing 
off so very artfully and privately, by that 
narrow opening of the horse shoe, that 
when the enemy imagined us past a pos- 
sibiltty of escape, our little army at once, 
and of a sudden, was ready to disappear. 
There was a large wood on the right of 
our army, through which lay tlie road to 
Ghent, not broader than to admit of more 
than four to march abreast. Down this 
the prince had slid his forces, except to 
that very small party which the captahi 
and myself commanded, and which was 
designedly left to bring up the rear. Nor 
did we stir till captain Collier, tlien aid 
de camp to his brotlier, now earl of Fort- 
more, came with the word of command 
/or us to draw off. 

** When Villeroy was told of our re- 
treat, he was much surprised, as thinking 
|t a thing' utterlj' impossible. However, 



at last, being sensible of the 4tit1i of if, 
he gave orders for our rear to be attack^* 
ed; but we kept firing from ditch to ditch, 
and hedge to hedge, till night came upon 
us ; and so our little ai*my got clear of 
its gigantick enemy with very inconsider- 
able loss. However, the French failed 
not, in their customary way, to express 
tlie sense of their vexation at this disap- 
pointment, with fire and sword in the 
neighbourhood round. Thus prince Vau- 
demont acquired more glory by that re- 
treat than an entire victory could have 
given him. And it was not, I confess, the 
least part of satisfaction in my life, that 
myself had a share of honour under him, 
to bring ofi' the rear at that his glorious 
retreat at Arsecl." 

After the death of king William, 
his sucoesaour and consort, queen 
Anne, adhered to his counsels and 
pursued his measures. On the re- 
commendation of lord Cults, who had 
distinguished himself at Venlo, Ru- 
remond, and Hochstet, and who, on 
his arrivtd from Germany was ap- 
pointed general of all her majesty's 
forces in Ireland ; the earl of Peter- 
borough carried captain Carleton with 
him on his expedition to Spain. They 
first went to Lisbon; and tlie earl, 
after having exchanged two regi- 
ments of foot there, with the consent 
of lord Galway, received the arch- 
duke of Austria and all who chos$? to 
follow him on- board the fleet, and 
transported them at his own expense 
to Barcelona, for which he never re- 
ceived any reimbursement or remu- 
neration. On leaving Lisbon, he sail- 
ed to join the squadron under sir 
Cloudsley Shovel, which he met at 
the appointed station oflF Tangier. 
Having formed this junction, he 
made the best of his way towards 
Gibraltar, where he staid no longer 
than to lake two regiments on board 
out of that garrison, in lieu of twe 
which were sent on shore out of tbe 
fleet. And here he found the prince 
of Hesse, who immediately took the 
resolution of accompanying the arch- 
duke on that expedition* 

It was an unfortunate circumstance 
for both of these princes, as well as 
for the service, that they accompa- 
nied the earl g|,Pf ,l,^{b^/| ; who. 
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had it not been fbr the counteraction 
which he experienced from them, 
and by orders from home in conse- 
quence of senseless representations 
by Mr. Crow, the queen's agent in 
those parts, in the prosecution of his 
t>wn wise measures, and for the ne« 
cessity under which he felt himself 
of most reluctantly carrying other 
plans into execution, which he entire- 
ly disapproved, would have infallibly 
completed the business on which he 
was sent, and have placed the arch- 
duke on the throne of Spain. Know- 
ing that king Philip and the royal 
family at Madrid had with them only 
a few horse, barely sufficient for ser- 
ving as guards, and those in a bad 
condition, it was his intention, after 
having secured Valencia and the 
towns adjacent, which were all ready 
to submit to and declare for king 
Charles, to commence his maiH:h 
immediately for the metropolis; on 
which march he could have been sup- 
plied not only witli horses and mules 
in abundance, but also with the ne- 
cessary carriages for his artillery, 
baggage, and ammunition. Sensible 
of there being no forces in the mid- 
dle parts of Si>ain to oppose his pro- 
gress, and that the principal part of 
their regular troops were in the city 
of Barcelona, and the remainder on 
the frontiers of Portugal, he perceiv- 
ed that he could immediately drive 
Philip out of his capital, and reduce 
him to the necessity of quitting Spaiti 
altogether, or of retiring either to- 
wards Portugal or Catalonia; in either 
of which last cases, lord P. would 
have the open country at his com- 
mand, and be enabled to prevent any 
communication between bodies so far 
separated from each other as the fron- 
tiers of Portugal and Barcelona. The 
earl was obliged, however, to aban- 
don this judicious plan of operations ; 
and, in compliance with the repeated 
desires of the archduke, the impor- 
tunities of the prince of Hesse* and 
his instructions from England, to 
proceed to the bay of Barcelona s 
tbough he knew that this city was 



not only fortified with bastions, but 
also secured on the eastern side by a 
horn work, and on tlie western by a 
very strong fortress called Mon* 
jouick. That it was a place of such 
extent, that thirty thousand mea 
would scarcely suffice for forming 
the lines of circumvallation ; and that 
it had actually resisted for many 
months an army of that • force. On 
arriving there, he found that the 
boasted promises of assistance made 
by the prince of Hesse, and the re- 
presentations by Mr. Crow of coope- 
ration on the part of the Catalans^ 
were fallacious and delusive. Inde* 
pendently of the strength of the 
place, its garrison was much more 
numerous than the little army with 
which he was required to attack 
it. Under these circumstances, six 
several councils of war rejected 
the siege as impracticable, and a 
species of madness; the Dutch 
general in particular, declaring^ 
" that he would iK)t obey eveo 
the commands of the earl of Peter- 
borough, if he should order the sa- 
crifice of the troops under him in 
so unjustifiable a manner without the 
consent of a council of war." 

Such was the perplexing situation 
of this nobleman before Barcelona. 
Impossibilities proposed i no expedi- 
ents to be accepted ; the archduke 
and the prince of Hesse reproaching; 
councils of war rejecting ; and the 
Dutch general declaring that he 
would withhold the assistance of his 
troops. It was too late for him to 
say that he never would have taken 
the ar^duke on board, or given him 
the least hope of ascending the Spa- 
nish throne, if he could have suppo- 
sed it possible that he should not have 
been left at liberty to pursue his own 
designs according to his own judg- 
ment ; and, far from being of that 
stubborn and unmanageable turn 
of mind which generally indicates 
ignorance, he was ever soHcitoua 
about the honour of his country. 
These difficulties, then, great as they 
were, instead of discouracinfi: him*. 
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kt ctTery feculty of his mind at work ; 
ind his natural sagacity suggested to 
him the only probable or even pos- 
sible means of success. His inten- 
tions) however, he kept entirely un» 
knovrn to his friends as well as his 
enemies ; for he was as remarkable 
for secrecy, when necessary, as for 
other eminent qOalities. 

If all circumstances, indeed, be ta« 
ken into consideration, the attack and 
capture of Monjouick and Barcelo* 
na may justly be regarded as among 
the most singular achievements re- 
corded in history. And if any officer 
or other person, at all acquainted 
with the nature of military opera* 
tions and the difficulties attending 
them, will look at a plan of those 
places while he is reading the fol- 
lowing truly interesting account of 
the taking of the former of them, 
which was soon followed by the sur- 
render of the latter, he will be at a 
loss whether to admire most the 
boklness of the enterprise, or the 
judgment and ability with which it 
vas conducted* 

** The earl having made his proper dis- 
poeitionsy and delivered out his orders, 
began his march in the evening, with 
twelve hundred foot and two hundred 
horse, which, of necessity, were to pass 
by the quarters of the prince of Hesse, 
lliat pruice, on tiieir appearance, was 
teld, that the general was come to speak 
with him ; and, being brought into his 
tpartment, the carl acquainted him, that 
he had at last resolved upon an attempt 
against the enemy ; adding, that now, if 
be pleased, he might be a judge of their 
behavioar, and see whether his officers 
ttd soldiers had deserved that character 
which he had so liberally given tl)em. 
The prince made answer, that he had al- 
ways been ready to take his share ; but 
could hardly believe that troops marching 
that way cookl make any attempt against 
the enemy to satisfaction. However, with- 
out further discourse, he called tor his 
horse. 

" Brigadier Stanhope and Mr. Methuen 
(now sir Paul) were tiie general's particu- 
Ur friends, and tliose he most consulted, 
4Bd most confided in; yet he never im- 
parted this resolution of his to either of 
them ', for he was not willing to engage 
them in a design so dangerous, and 
whdre tlkere was se Httie k«pe of sttcoess; 



rather choosing to reserve them as persons 
most capable of giving advice and assist- 
ance in the confusion, great enough alrea* 
d}', which yet must hyc been gi-eater, 
if any accident had ligppcned to himself. 
And I have very gooit reason to believe, 
that the motive, which mainly engaged 
the carl of Peterborough in this enter- 
prise, was to satisfy the prince of Hesse 
and the world, that his diffidence pro- 
ceeded from his concern for the troops 
committed to his charge, and not for his 
own person. On the otlicr hand, the 
preat characters of the two gentlemen 
just mentioned are so well known, that it 
will easUy gain credit, that the only way 
the general could take to prevent their 
bemg of the party, was to conceal it from 
them, as he did from all mankind, even 
from the archduke himself. And certainly 
there never was a more universal surprise 
than when the firing was heard next 
morning from Monjouick. 

" But I now proceed to give an exact 
account of tliis great action ; of which no 
person that I have heard of, ever yet 
took upon him to deliver to posteVity the 
glorious particulars. And yet the conse^ 
quences and events, by what follows, will 
appear so great, and so very extraordina- 
ry, that few, if any, had they had it in 
their power, would have denied them- 
selves the pleasure, or the world the sa- 
tisfaction, of knowing it. 

" The troops which marched all night 
along the foot of the mountains, arrived 
two hours before day under the hill of 
Monjouick, not a quarter of a mile from 
the outward works : for this reason, it 
was taken for granted, whatever the de- 
sign was which the general had proposed 
to himself, that it would be put in exe- 
cution before daylight. But the carl of 
Peterborough was now pleased to inform 
the officers of the reasons why he chose 
to stay till the light appeared. He was 
of opinion that any success would be im- 
possible, unless the enemy came into the 
outward ditch under the h.:stions of the 
second enclosure ; but tliat if they had 
time allowed them to come thitlier, there 
being no palisadoes, our men, by leaping 
in upon them, after receipt of their first 
fire, might -drive them mto the upper 
works; and foUowmg tliem close, with 
some probability, might force them, un- 
der that confusion, into the inward fortifi- 
cations. 

•' Such were the general's reasons the» 
and there given ; after which, having pro- 
misedample rewards to such as discharged 
their duty well, a lieutenant, with thii-ty 
men, was ordered to advance toward s- 
^c basti^ loforestth^ town; and a cap- 
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tain, with^y men to support him. After 
the enemy's fire, they were to leap into 
the ditch ; and their orders were to fol- 
low them close, if they retired into the 
upper works ; nevertheless, not. pursue 
thcni further, if they made into the inner 
fort; but to endeavour to cover tliemselves 
within the gorge of the bastion. 

'* A lieutenant and a captain, with the 
like number of men, and the same orders, 
were commanded to a demibastion, at the 
extremity of the fort towards the west, 
which was above musket shot from the 
inM^ard fortihcation. Towards this place 
the wall, which was cut into tlie rock, 
was not feced for about twenty yards; 
and here our own men got up, where they 
found three pieces of cannon upon a plat- 
form, without any men to defend them. 
" Those appointed to tlie bastion towards 
the town, were sustained by two hundred 
men, with which tlie general and prince 
went in person. The like number, under 
tlie direction of colonel Southwell, wei*e 
to sustain the attack towards the west; 
and about five hundred men were left un- 
der the^ command of a Dutch colonel, 
whose orders were to assist, where, in 
his own judgment, he should think most 
proper ; and these were di'awn up between 
the two parties appointed to begin the 
assault. My lot was on tlie side where 
the prince and earl were in person ; and 
where we sustained the only loss from the 
first fire of tlie enemy. 

** Our naen, though quite exposed, and 
though the glacis was all escarped upon 
the live rock, went on with an undaunt- 
ed courage; an*l, immediately after the 
first fire of the enemy, all, that were 
not killed or wounded, leaped in, peU 
.melf amongst tJie enemy; who, being 
thus boldly attacked, and seeing others 
pouring in upon them, retired in great 
confusion ; and some one way, some 
another, ran into the inward works. 

** There was a large port in the flank 
of the principal bastion, towards the north 
east, and a covered way, through which 
the general and the prince of Hesse fol- 
lowed the flying forces ; and by that means 
became possessed of it Luckily enough, 
hoi-e lay a number of great stones in the 
gorge of the bastion for the use of the 
fortification ; wilJi which we made a sort 
of breast work, before tlie enemy recover- 
ed of their amaze, or made any consider- 
able fire upon us from their inward fort 
which commanded the upper part of that 
bastion. 

«* We were afterwards informed, that 
the comipander of the citadel, expecting 
but one attack, had called off the men 



from the most distant and western part 
of the fort, to that side which was next 
the town ; upon which our men got inta 
a demibastion in the most extreme part 
of the fortification. Here they got posses- 
sion of three pieces of cannon, witfi hard- 
ly any opposition ; and had leisure to cast 
up a little intrenchment, and to make 
use of the guns they had taken to defend 
it. Under this situation, the enemy, when 
drove into the inward fort, were exposed 
to our fire from those places we were pos- 
sessed of, in case they offered to make 
any sally, or other attempt against usj 
Thus, we every moment i>ecarae better 
and better prepared against any efibrt of 
the garrison. And, as they could not 
pretend to assail us without evident ha^ 
zard, so nothing remained for us to d<9 
till we could bring up our artillery and 
mortars. Now it was that the general 
sent for the thousand men under brieradier 
Stanhope's command, which he had post- 
ed at a convent, half way between the 
town and Moiijouick. 

'* There was almost a total cessation oT 
fire, the men on both sides being under 
cover. The general was in the up|>er part 
of the bastion, the prince of Hesse below, 
behind a little work at the point of the 
bastion, whence he could only see the 
heads of the enemy over the parapet of 
the inward fort. Soon after an accident 
happened which cost that gaUant prince 
his life. 

" The enemy had lines of communica- 
tion between Barcelona and Monjouick.' 
The goveniour of the former, upon hear- 
ing the firing from the latter, inimedi.itely 
sent four hundred dragoons on horseback, 
under orders, that two hundred dismount- 
ing should reenforce the garrison, and the 
other two hundred should return with 
their horses back to the towTi. 

" When those two hundred dragooo* 
were accordingly got into the inward fort, 
unseen by any of our men; the Spaniards 
waving their hats over their heads, re- 
peated over and over. Viva el Rey^ Viva. 
This the prince of Hesse mifortunatcly 
tpok for a signal of their desire to surren- 
der. Upon which, with too much warmth 
and precipitancy, calling to the soldiers 
following : * They surrender, they surren- 
der !' He advanced whh near three hun- 
dred men who followed him without any 
orders from their genei-al, along the cur- 
tain which led to t]\e ditch of the inward 
fort. The enemy suffered tlicni to come 
into the ditch, and there surrounding^ 
them, took two hundred of them prison- 
ers, at the same time making a discharge 
upon the re^t, who were running l>:n*k the 
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miy they came. Thii firing brought the 
cui of Peterborough down from the up- 
per part of the bastion, to see what was 
aoing below. When he had just turned 
die pomt of the bastion, he saw the prince 
of Hesse retiring, with the men that had 
so rashly advanced. The earl had ex- 
changed a very few words with him, when, 
from a second fire, that prince received a 
shot in the great artery of the thigh, of 
which he died immediately, falling down 
at the general's feet, who instanUy gave 
orders to carry ofi* the body to tlie next 
convent. 

** Almost the same moment an ofl&cer 
came to acquaint the earl of Peterborough 
that a g^at body of horse and foot, at 
least three thousand, were on their march 
fiom Barcelona towards the fort. The 
f&ftance. is near a mile, all uneven ground ; 
[ so that ^e enemy was either discoverable 
or not to be seen, just as they were 
inarching on the hills, or in the vallies. 
However, tlie general directly g^t on 
borseback, to take a view of those forces 
from the rising groimd without the fort, 
having left all t^ posts, which were al- 
ready taken, well secured \rith the al- 
lotted numbers of officers and soldiers. 

** But the event will demonstrate of 
what consequence the absence or pre- 
sence of one man may prove on great occa- 
tkmt* No sooner was the earl out of the 
f(»t,the care of which he had left under 
the command of the lord Charlemont, 
(a person of known merit and undoubted 
courage, but somewhat too flexible in his 
temper) when a panic\ fear (though the 
caxi, as I have said, was only gone to take 
a view of the enemy) seized upon the sol- 
dioy, which was a Uttle too easily complied 
with by the lord Charlemont, then com- 
manding ofiicer. True it is, for I heard 
an officer, ready enough to take such ad- 
vantages, urge to him, that none of all 
those posts we were become masters ot^ 
vere tenable; that to offer at it would 
be no better than wilfully sacrificing hu- 
man lives to caprice and humour i and 
jost like a man's knocking his head 
against stone walls, to trv which was 
hardest. Having overheara this piece of 
hporatory, and finding by the answer 
that it was too likely to prevail, and that 
kU I was likely to say would avail nothing, 
I slipped away as fast as I could, to ac- 
quaint the general with the danger im- 
pending. 

** As I passed along, I took notice, 
that the panick was upon the increase ; 
the general rumour affirming, that we 
^uid be all cut off by the troops that 
vere come out of Barcelona, if we did 
not immediately gain the hills, oc^the 
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houses posseftsed by Ae Mqiielets. OtB^ 
cers and soldiers, under this prevailing 
terrour, quitted their posts ; aind in on« 
united body (the lord Chariemont at the 
head of them) marched, or rather hur- 
ried out of the fort ; and were come half 
way down the hill before the earl of Peter- 
borough came up to them ; though on my 
acquainting him with the shameful and 
surprising accident, lie made no stay ; bu% 
answering, with a good deal of vehemence. 
* Good God, is it possible!' hastened 
back as fast he could. 

** I never thought myself happier than 
in this piece of service to my countiy. 
I confess I could not but value it, as hav- 
ing been therein more than a little instru- 
mental in the glorious successes which 
succeeded ; since immediately upon this 
notice from me, the earl galloped up the 
hill, and lighting when he came to lord 
Charlemont, be took his half pike out of 
his hand ; and turning to the officers and 
soldiers, told them, if they would not 
face about and follow him, they should 
have the scandal and eternal infamy upon 
them, of having deserted their posts, 
and abandoned Sieir generaL 

" It was surprising to see with what 
alacrity and new courage they faced 
about, and followed the eari of Peter- 
borough. In a moment they had forgot 
their apprehensions ; and, without doubt, 
had tliey met with any opposition, they 
would have behaved themselves with the 
greatest bravery. But as these motions 
were unperceived by the enemy, all the 
posts were regained, and anew possessed 
m less than half an hour, without any loss ; 
though, had our forces marched; half mus- 
ket-shot further, their retreat would have 
been perceived, and all the success atten- 
dant on this glorious attempt must have 
been entirely blasted. 

" Another incident which attended tliis 
happy enterprise was this. The two hun- 
dred men which fell into the hands of the 
enemy, bv the unhappy mistake of the 
prinse of Hesse, were carried directly 
mto the town. The marquis of Risburg, 
a lieutenant general, who cammanded the 
thi*ee thousand men which were marching 
from the town to the relief of the fort, 
examined the prisoners as they passed 
by ; and tliey all agieeing that the general 
and the prince of Hesse were in person 
with the troops that mtide the attack on 
Monjouick, the marquis gave immediate 
orders to retire to the town ; taking it 
for granted, that the main body of the 
troops|attended the prince and general ; 
and that some design, therefore^ was on 
foot to inteixept his return, in case he 
should venture too far. Thus, the unfor- 
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tUTiate loss of our two hundred men turn- 
ed to our advanta^, in preventing' the 
advance of the enemy, which mu^t have 
put the earl of Peterborough to inconceiva* 
ble difEculties. 

" The body of one thousand, under 
brigadier Stanhope, being come up to 
Monjouick, and no interruption given us 
by the enemy, our a^airs were put into 
very good order on this side ; while the 
camp on the other side was so fortified 
that tlie enemy, during the siege, never 
made one eflTort against it. In the mean 
time, the communication between the two 
camps was secure enough ; although our 
troops were obliged to a tedious march 
Along the foot of the hills, whenever the 
general thou|^t fit to relieve those on 
duty on the side of the attack, from those 
regiments encamped on the west side of 
Barcelona. 

" The next day, after the carl of Peter- 
borough had taken care to secure the first 
camp to the eastward of the town, he 
gave orders to the officers of the fleet 
to land the artillery and ammunition be- 
hind tlie fortress to the westward. Im- 
mediately upon the landing whereof, two 
niorurs were fixed ; from both which we 
plied the fort of Monjouick furiously 
with our bombs. But the third or fourth 
day, one of our shells fortunately lighting 
on their magpizine of powder, blew it up ; 
and with it the govemour, and many 
principal officers who were at dinner with 
him. The blast, at the same instant, 
threw down a face of one of the smaller 
bastions ; which the vigilant Miquelets, 
ready enough to like all advantages, no 
sooner saw (for tftey were under the hill, 
very near the place) but they readily en- 
tered, wliile tne enemy were under the 
utmost confusion. If the eari, no less 
watchful than they, had not at the same 
moment thrown himself in with some 
regular troops, and appeased the general 
disorder, in all probability the garrison 
had been put to the sword. However, 
the general's presence not only allayed 
the fury of the Miquelets, but kept his 
own troops under strictest discipline : so 
that, in a happy hour for the frighted 
garrison, the general gax-e officers and 
soldiers quarter, making them prisoners 
of war." 

Our limits, w(iich we have already 
exceeded, will not permit us to de- 
tail the other various exploits of lord 
Peterborough in Spain ; particularly 
his compelling king Philip to quit 
his dominions, by relieving Barcelo- 
na with a handful of men, compai'a- 



tively speaking, when it was besieged 
by the king and mareshal de Tcss 
with an army of upwards of twenty- 
five thousand men ; and after they 
had, with a loss of more than three 
thousand men, retaken Monjouick 
in twenty-three days, which lord P. 
took (as we may say) in one hour. 

Captain Carleton mentions an al- 
most unparalleled instance of publick 
spirit in the earl of Peterborough, 
as well as of generosity towards the 
very man who, unfortunately for the 
cause in which they were embarked, 
had succeeded in undermining the 
earl's authority and supplanting him 
in his command. The clergy and 
magistrates of Huelte, hearing that 
lord P. suspected the inhabitants of 
having given intelligence to the ene- 
my respecting his baggage, whicli 
had been plundered within a league 
of that place, and taken from the 
small guard which general Windham 
had appointed to escort it to the camp 
at Guadalaxara, and fearing thatont 
of resentment he might lay their 
town in ashes, offered his lordship 
full satisfaction, and to pay in monejr 
or decontado the amount of what be 
had lost : but he told them that " he 
had just come from my lord Galway s 
camp at Chincon, where he foimd 
that they were in a likelihood of 
wanting bread ; and as he imagined 
it might be easier to them to raise 
the value in com than in ready mo- 
ney, if they would send to that value 
in corn to lord Galway's camp» d^ 
would be satisfied." . 

The author's relation [p. 226] o! 
theomel and barbarous treatment, 
which a captain of the English guards 
and his party of convalescents, goii^ 
to join their battalion, experienced 
from the Spaniards m a villa not jar 
from Campilio, is sufficient to »» 
every one who reads it with horrour- 
In his account of the fatal batue oi 
Almanza, he gives, with ni"<i^,^' 
dour and simplicity, a beauufularw 
interesting picture of the ^^^^ 
Berwick, both as a man and as a com- 
maoder. By the representauons o» 
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two Irish officers^ who pretended to 
be deserters, and were properly in- 
ducted for the purpose, the duke 
ttiade the credulous Galway believe 
that the duke of Orleans was in full 
inarch to join him (Berwick) with 
twelve thousand men. Galway thei*e- 
fore became eager to attack before 
the junction should take place ; and 
the duke of Berwick was overjoyed 
to see him appear^ a little after noon, 
vitb forces fatigued by a bard march 
of three long Spanish leagues in the 
heat of the day* Finding Galway 
leady to run headlong into the snare 
prepared £or him, the duke drew up 
hi» army in the form of a half moon, 
with three regiments advanced to a 
convenient distance, in order to make 
up the centre, and conceal his dispo^ 
siiion from the enemy ; which regi- 
jnents were expressly ordered to re- 
Jtreatat the very &rst charge* This 
stratagem had nearly the same effect 
on the English, who attacked them, 
which Annibal's contrivance pro- 
duced on the Romans at the battle 
of Cannz: for our troops, seeing the 
others reUre suddenly before them, 
pursued them after their then custo- 
mary manner with shouts and hal- 
iooings, till the duke, observing that 
lliey had advanced far enough, order- 
ed his right, and left wings to close, 
aod thus cut off from the rest of our 
amiy all those who had so eagerly 
followed the imaginary runaways* 
His native sympathy, however, and 
goodness of disposition would not suf- 
ler him to allow his troops to attack . 
those who had retreated to the top of 



the hills under major geaendShrimp* 
ton, and whom it was in his power to 
have destroyed; and thus he e^hi* 
bited, in his own person, a striking 
verification of the noble maxim, 
" that victory to generous minds is 
only an inducement to moderation/^ 

The few very concise observati ns, 
which the author makes respecting 
the recall of the earl of Peter^)0- 
rough, are calculated to create indig- 
nation in every honest and generous 
breast ; and a universal sentiment 
of regret will also be excited, by the 
reflection that the zealous, faithful, 
and intelligent writer himself was so 
unworthily passed by without reward 
for all his services. 

These Memoirs were first pub- 
lished in the year 1743, a few years 
before the commencement of our la- 
bours; and having become scarce 
and little known, they have been 
properly reprinted by an anonymous 
editor, who has duly executed his 
office by prefixing some introductory 
observations, and a few biographical 
particulars of the eminent hero who 
is the principal subject of them- Be- 
sides the useful military instruction 
which they afford, they contain much 
topographical and characteristic k de- 
scription ; together with clear and 
distinct accounts of the manners, 
customs, and amusements of the 
Spaniards ; for all which particulars 
ym must refer to the volume, per- 
suaded that a perusal of it will gra- 
tify the historian, the professional 
man, and the general reader. 



FROM THB PANOFLIST. 

The Works of Mrs. Anne Steele, complete iii two volumes, 12ma. Boston. Munroe, 
' FrancU, and Parker. 1808. 

THE specimens of Mrs. Steele's general desire to see her whole 

^repositions, given to the American works ; and we congratulate the com- 

publick in Dr. Belknap's collection munity, that tiiey have at length 

^ psalms and hymns, excited a made their appearance. Either th(< 
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EogUsh eclidon was out of piinty or 
few copies of it, we presume, were 
imported ; for, after diligent inquiry) 
we were never able to find but a sin- 
gle copy of a single volume. This 
edition is very neatly and correctly 
printed, and does credit to the re- 
spectable press from which it pro- 
ceeds. 

Mrs. Steele's chai*acter, as a writer, 
18 too well known to require notice ; 
and too well established, to need con- 
firmation. To many, who have not 
seen these volumes* it may be grale^ 
ful to know, that they are more re- 
plete with evangelical truth, than the 
selected specimens, excellent as they 
are, may have led them to imagine. 
The divinity of Christ, the atone- 
ment, the influence of the Spirit, and 
the perseverance of saints, are here 
prominently exhibited. 



The prose is of too poetical a ct^; 
but the sentiments flow from a heart 
deeply affected with a sense of its 
own imperfections, and aspiring after 
Uie beauties of holiness. The poetry 
is seldom if ever, prosaick. lib of a 
character somewhat resembling the 
poetry of WatU ; yet distinct and 
peculiar. It has its simplicity, its 
tenderness, its grace, wid sometimes 
its sublimity. If, in generd, it be 
less fertile in its imagery, it is more 
chaste j if less elevated, it is more 
equable ; if less familiar, it is more 
delicate ; if less adventurous, it is 
more correct. The author, distin- 
guished for exquisite sendbility, as 
well as for ardent piety, cheered her 
pwn pilgrimage with these songs of 
Zion ; and such must be their in- 
fluence on every reader, whose soul 
is attuned to celestial harmony. 



FROM THE BRITISH CRITICK. 

J^athctick Tales, Poems, &c. By J. B. Fisher, author of the Hermitage, 
tie, &c. 12mo. pp. 155. 7s. London. 1808. 



MortCai*- 



THIS author is modest, and 
frankly avows that poverty has been 
his muse. He begins by celebrating 
a patron or patroness to whom multi- 
tudes have been obliged, but whom we 
never saw addressed by name before* 

** All hail Subscription! 'tis to thee we owe 
The plenteous fruits, which from invQa- 

tion grow. 
Without thy aid, full oft the toiling bard 
Would lose, uiipitied, his deserved re- 
ward.** 

We rejoice to find that this goddess 
has been tolerably propitious to Mr. 
Fisher ; for his humility is by no 
means unaccompanied by merit j 
though, at the same time, we cannot 
but wish him a more steady patron ; 
or, what would be yet better, a more 
profitable cmplo5rment than writing 
verses. The following is a just and 
successful ridicule of modern tales of 
horrour : 



" THE STORM KING. A SOKl^ET. 

" Heard you the wailing scream, at mid- 
night hour. 

Of the Storm King I — Heard you the rat- 
tling shower 

Pour dovMi the steep ; while through the 
dismal gloom, 

The bird of darkness chanted from tfie 
tomb ? 

Heard you the neighbouriag raoiiks de* 
spairing cry. 

As, fired by lightnings blazed thdr iqp- 
nastry ? 

Heard you the dead men's mouths move 
to and fVo, ' 

And ghastly grin, and chatter tales of wo! 

Heara you the traveller's agonizing shriek. 

Tost by the roaring tempest, from the 
peak? 

Heard you all nature shudder with af- 
fright, 

Fearful her reig^ was closed in endless 
night? 

WTiile the fierce Storm King rode wil4 
through the sky. 

Those horrours heard you ?— No ! — No 
more did I." p. 92. 
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FROM THX UlflVXRSAL MAGAIINE. 

Dr. Touhnih to the Editor. 



WHEN I was a youth, I fre- 
quentljr heard of Job, the Africant 
as a character which, acme years be* 
fere, had attracted notice* I hare 
been since in possession of his histo* 
ry, drawn up by a gentleman who 
was intimately acquainted with him^ 
Mr. Thomas Bluett* It is, in my 
optnion, too interesting and curious 
to be permitted to sink mto oblivion ; 
and, lif I mistake not, it will prove 
instructing and entertaining to your 
Bomeroos readers. With these views 
I offer it for a place in your miscel- 
lany, recomposed from Mr. Bluett's 
narrative, and differently arranged. 
It will appear that he was himself a 
very respectable person ; and bis his* 
tery, if it were necessary, might 
serve to rekindle the joy, which rec- 
titude and philanthropy have felt on 
the abolition of an inhumane and 
iniquitous traffick. 

I am, sir, your*s respectfully, • 
Joshua Toulmik. 
, Bimdnghamj Sept. 7, 1808. 

A MEMOIR OF JOB, 

AN AFRICAN HIGH PRIEST. 

JOB'S name, according to the 
custom of his country, in which the 
appellations that distinguished indi- 
viduals included their progenitors 
several degrees backwards, was Hyu- 
ba, Boon Salumena, Boon Hibraha- 
aa ; i. e. Job, the son of Solomon, 
the son of Abraham. The surname 
of his family was Jallo. He was born 
about the year ir02, at a town called 
Boooda* in the country of Galumbo, 



or, as in our maps, Catumbo, in the 
kingdom of Futa« in Africa ; which lies 
on both sides the river S^iegal, and on 
the south side reaches as far as the ri- 
ver Gambia. The town of Boonda had 
been founded about twenty years be- 
fore his birth, by Hibrahim, the 
grandfother of Job, in the reigii of 
Bubaker, then king of Futa, who 
was, by his permission, the lord and 
proprietor of it, and at the same time 
high priest or alpha ; so that he had 
power to make what laws he thought 
proper for the increase and good go- 
vernment of his new city. Sometime 
after the settlement of this town 
Hibrahim died ; and as the priesthood 
was hereditary in that country, Salu- 
men his son, the father of Job, became 
high priest. When Job was fifteen 
years old, he assisted his father, as 
emaum, or subpriest. About this 
lime he married the daughter of the 
alpha of Tombut, who was then only 
eleven years old. By her he had a 
son, when she was thiiteen years old, 
called Abdollah ; and after that two 
more sons, called Hibrahim and 
Sambo. About two years before his 
captivity, he married a second wife, 
daughter of the alpha of Tourga, 
by whom he had a daughter named 
Fatima, after the dauglKer of their 
prophet Mahomed. Both these wives, 
with their children, were alive when 
he came from home* 

In February 1730, Job's father, 

hearing of an English ship lying in 

Gambia river, sent him, with two 

.servants as attendants, to sell two 
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B€groe8f aed to buy poper and somt 
other necessari^; but desired him 
not U> venture over the river, bt:causc 
the MandingoeS) the inhabitants of 
the ooimtry on the other side of the 
river, were in a atate of hostility with 
the people of Futa. The ship was 
coniQianded by captain Pike, in th(t 
service of captain Henry Hunt, bro- 
ther to Mr. William Hunt, a mer* 
chant in Little Tower street, London. 
Job, not agreeing with the captain, 
sent back the two servants ^ acquaint 
his father with it, and to inform him 
of his intentions to go further. Ac* 
cordingly, he engaged a man, named 
Loumein Ypal, who understood the 
Mandingo^ language, to accompany 
him a& his interpreter ; crossed the 
river Gambia ; and disposed of his 
negroes, for some cows. On his re- 
turn home, he slopped for some re- 
freshment at the house of an old 
acquaintance ; and the weather being 
hot, he hung up his arms in the 
house, while he refreshed himself. 
The arms were valuable, consisting 
of a gold-hilted sword, a gold knife 
worn by tlie side, and a rich quiver 
of arrows. A company of the Man- 
dingoes, who live upon plunder, 
passing by, and observing Job un- 
armed, rushed in, to the number of 
seven or eight, at a back door, and 
pinioned him, together with his in- 
terpreter, before he could reach hi^ 
arms. They then shaved their heads 
and beards, which Job and his man 
resented as the highest indignity, 
though the Mundiiigoes meant no 
mote by it than to give them the ap- 
pearance of slaves taken in war. On 
the ^7ih of February they were pur- 
chased by captain Pike at Gambia, 
and on the 1st of March put on board. 
Soon after, Job found means to ac- 
quaint captain Pike, that he was the 
same person who had traded with 
him a few days before, and after 
what manner he had been taken. 
The captain permitted him to redeem 
himself and his altendant. Job sent 
U> an acquaintance of his father's 
near Gambia, who promiicd to in- 



form htm oC )ii&8on^s ti»lUBtion^ih^ 
he might adopt measures for his li- 
beration. But the distance of this 
friend** residence from Job's father* 
being a fortnight's journey, and the 
ship sailing about a week afterwards^ 
he was carried with the other slave9 
to Annapolis, in Maryland, and de- 
livered to Mr. Hunt's fector, Mr. 
Vacl>ell Denton ; by whom he was 
sold to Mr. Tolsey, in Kent Island^ 
in Maryland. 

His owner put him to work in 
making tobacco ; but he soon per- 
ceived that Job had never been used 
to such labour. He every day show- 
ed more and more uneasiness under 
this toil ; and, unable to bear it, he 
grew sick, so that his master was 
obliged to find easier work for hinif 
md employed him to tend the cattle. 

Job would oden leave the cattle^ 
and withdraw into the woods to pray ; 
but a white boy frequently watched 
him, and whilst he was at his devo- 
tion, would mock him, and throw 
dirt in his face. This treatnieiK 
very much disturbed Job, and aggra- 
vated his misfortunes ; all which 
were heightened by his ignorance of 
the English language, which prevent- 
ed his complaining, or telling hia 
case to any one near him. Growj^ 
in some measure desperate by his 
sufle rings, he resolved to travel at a 
venture, in hope that possibly be 
might fall into the hands of a master 
who would use him better, or that 
by some happy incident his giief 
might be alleviated or removed. lie 
travelled through the woods till he 
came to the county of Kent, upon 
Delaware Bay. Job, according to a 
law in force through Virginia, Penn- 
sylvania, and Maryland, as far as to 
Boston in New England, not being 
able to give an account of himself 
was cast into prison. 

This happened in June 1 73 1 , when 
Mr* Thomas Bluett, a gentleman 
who was attending the courts in Ma- 
ryland, having heard of Job, went 
}^hh several gentlemen to tlie gaoler'^ 
house, which was a tavero; and der 
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sired to ace him. He was introdaced 
to them ; but as he could not speak 
one word of English, signs being 
made to him, he wrote a line or two 
before them ; and when he had read 
it, pronounced the wprds jillak and 
Mahomed. By this, and his refusal 
of a glass of wine which was offered 
to him, it was discovered that he was 
ft Mahomedan* But they were per-^ 
fectly at a loss to ascertain of what 
country he was, or how he came 
llwre- It was easy to perceive, from 
his affile deportment and the com* 
posure of his countenance, that he 
was not a common slave. 

After Job had been confined for 
sometime, an old negro man who 
lived in the neighbourhood) and could 
apeak the Jaliop language, which Job 
also understood, went to see and con- 
verse with him. From this negro 
the gaoler learnt to whom Job belong- 
ed, and the cause of leaving his mas- 
ter; to whom, therefore, he wrote, 
and who soon after fetched him home^ 
and treated him with more atten- 
lion and kindness than before, allow- 
ing him a place to which he might 
retire for his devotions, and aifording 
hhn some other conveniences in or- 
der to make his slavery as easy as 
possible. But confinement and slavery 
to which he had never been used, 
were by no means agreeable to him. 
In hope that some means of redeem- 
ing him might be found, he wrote a 
letter in Arabick to his father, giving 
an account of his misfortunes. This 
letter he sent to Vachel Denton, de- 
siring that it might be forwarded to 
Africa by captain Pike. He being 
gone to England, Mr* Denton en- 
ctosed the ietter in another to Mr. 
Huat, to be committed to the care of 
captain Pike. Previously to the re- 
ceipt t>f it, he had sailed to Africa. 
Mr. Hunt, therefore, kept it in his 
own hands till a proper opportunity 
of transmitting it should ofifer. In 
the mean time the letter was seen by 
James Oglethorpe, Esq. who, accord- 
ing to his wonted goodness and gene- 
rosity, moved with compassion for 



the skiifttion of Job, gai^ his 1x»kI 
to Mr. Hunt for the payment of a 
certain sum on the delivery of him 
in England. On this Mr. Hunt 
wrote to Mr. Den ton, who purchased 
him again for the same sum which 
he himself received for him of his 
master, who, finding him no ways 
fit for his business, was very willing 
to part with him. 

The rivers of Maryland were then 
frozen up, so that no ship could sail 
for some time. In this interval, 
while Job resided with Mr. Denton, 
he ingratiated himself with many 
persons by his good nature and affa- 
bility ; and, in particular, became ac- 
quainted with the rev* Mr. Hender- 
son, a gentleman of great learning, 
minister of Annapolis, and commis- 
sary to the bishop of London, who 
gave Job the character of a man of 
great piety and learning. 

In March 1733, he set sail in the' 
William, captain George Uriel com- 
mander. Mr. Bluett, the gentleman 
mentioned before, happened to be a 
passenger in the same ship. He and 
the captain, from the character which 
they had received of him at Anna- 
polis, were induced, as he could 
speak but few words, and those 
scarcely intelligibly, in English, to 
teach him as much as they could of 
the language. They applied them- 
selves to this as soon as they were 
out at sea ; and in about a fortnight's 
time he had learnt his letters, and to 
spell almost any single syllable, if 
distinctly pronounced to him; but 
he and Mr. Bluett falling sick, his 
progress was for that time impe/ied. 
When they arrived in England, the 
latter end of April, he hud learnt 
so much of the language, that he 
was able to understand most of what 
was said in common conversation ; 
and they who were used to his man- 
ner of speaking, could tolerably un- 
derstand him. 

During the voyage, on no pretence, 
notwithstanding the weather, during 
all the time, was very tempestuous, 
would he ever omit his devotions. 
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As he e«t na fiesh^ tinless be bad 
killed the animal with his own handa^ 
or knew that it had been killed by 
a Mussulman, he was often permitted 
to kill the fresh stock of the ship, 
that he might partake of it himself. 
He had no scruple about fish, bat 
would not eat pork, as it was express- 
ly forbidden by his religion* By his 
good nature and afTability, he conci- 
hated the good will of all the sailors, 
who, not to mention other kind ser« 
vices, showed him all the way up the 
channel, the headlands, and remark* 
able places ; the names of which he 
carefully wrote down, and the ac« 
counts that were given him about 
them. 

On their arrival in England it was 
told them, that Mr. Oglethorpe was 
gone to Georgia, and that Mr. Hunt 
had provided a lodging for him at 
Limehouse. There Mr. Bluett, after 
he had paid a visit to his friends in 
the country, went to see him. He 
found him very sorrowful : for he had 
been informed that Mr. Hunt had 
been applied to by some persons to 
sell him, under the pretence of tlieir 
intention to send him home. This 
excited his fears, that they would 
either sell him again as a slave, or if 
they sent him home, would expect 
an unreasonable ransom for him. 
Mr. Bluett took him to London, and 
waited on Mr. Hunt to request his 
permission to carry him to Cheshunt, 
in Hertfordshire, which was granted. 
He owned that he had received such 
applications as Job suggested, but de- 
clared that he did not intend to part 
with him without his own consent ; 
but as Mr. Oglethorpe was out of 
England, if any friends would ad- 
vance the money, he would accept it, 
on condition that they would engage 
to send him to his own country ; and 
he also promised that he would not 
dispose of him till he heard again 
from Mr. Bluett. 

Job, during his abode at Cheshunt, 
had the honour of being invited to 
their houses by most of the gentry 
of that place* They were greatly 



pleased muk ki»eoiiipanf, and eoA- 
cerned for his misfortunes. He re- 
ceived several handsome presents, 
and a subscription for the payment of 
the money to Mr. Hunt was proposed. 
The night before they set off again 
for London, the Ibotman of Samuel 
Holden, Esq. brought a letter direct- 
ed to sir Bigby Lake. This was de- 
livered at the African house ; upon 
which the house was pleased to order 
that '< Mr. Hunt should bring in a 
bill of the whole charges which he 
had been at about Job, and be there 
paid.** This was done, and the sum 
amounted to 59L 6«. U 1-3 J. On 
the payment of this amoimt, Mr. 
Oglethorpe's bond was delivered up to 
the comntoy. Job's fears of bc^g 
•old again as a slave were now re« 
moved : but yet he could not be per^ 
suaded but that, when he got home, 
he must pay an extravagant sum for 
his ransom. Mr. Bluett, as the sum 
was great and Job's acquaintance in 
England was very limited, had also his 
doubts concerning the success of a 
subscription. He, therefore, to give 
Job's mind ease, spoke to a gentle- 
man who bad been all along in a re- 
markable manner his friend. This 
gentleman, so far from discouraging 
the measure, began the subscription 
himself with a handsome sum, and 
promised his further assistance at a 
dead lift. Several other friends, both 
in London and in the country, readily 
added their charitable contributions. 
Yet there was a deficiency of 30/. 
but the worthy and generous gentle- 
roan who opened the subscription 
made up the defect, and the sum was 
completed. 

Mr. Bluett, being desived, went to 
the Afi^can company and stated the 
matter* When he had made his re- 
port, the orders of the house wcit 
shown him. These were, "that Job 
should be accommodated, at the com- 
pany's expense, till one of their ships 
should sail for Gambia, in which he 
should be sent back to his friends 
without any ransom." The company 
then asked Mr. Bluett« if they could 
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4».a]^. iQOFe to iBAkft Job easy ; Mid 
i^MHi his desire, they ordered ^' that 
Mr. Oglethorpe's bond should be 
cancelled," which was immediately 
done ; '* and that Job should have his 
fireedom in form/' This he received 
handsomely ea^^ssed, with the com* 
pan/'s seal affixed. After which> 
the full auin of the whole charges, 
m. 59/. 6«. 1 1 1-S(/. was paid in to 
their clerk, as was before proposed. 
Job's onind was now perfectly easy, 
and he cheerfully visited his friends 
in town and country. One day, at 
lir Hans Sloane's, he expressed a 
mat desire to see the royal family* 
Sir Hans promised to get him intro* 
duced when he was pvovided with a 
pcoper dress* Job knew how kind, 
a friend he might apply to on the oc« 
catton; and be was soon furnished 
with a rich silk habit, made after the 
fashion of bis country,, and introduced 
Is their majesties and the royal f9m 
wMj* Her majesty was pleased to 
present him with a rich gold watch. 
On the eame day he had the honour 
to dkie with the duke of Montague 
and others of the nobiliAy, who, after 
diaoer, made him handsome pre- 
sents. His grace, afterwards, often 
took Job into the country with him» 
apd showed him the tools necessary 
£ir tilling the grounds, both in fields 
uid gardens ; and direded his servants 
to teach Um how they were used. 
He also furnished Job with all sorta 
o( impiemeats and other rich pre- 
sets, which he ordered to be care- 
fully packed up in chests, and put on 
board for bis use. The favours which 
ht received from the duke and other 
noblemen and gentlemen were too 
msoy, to^ be enumerated. They dis- 
played a singular generosity ; and 
the goods and articles, which he 
cairied over with him from these do- 
nations, were worth upwards of 500/, 
Besides this-he was liberally furnish*^ 
ed with naoney to meet any accident 
wbkh should oblige him to go on 
shore, or occasion particular charges 
at sea. About the laUer end of July^ 
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be eatbarked on board a skip nf the 
African company bound for Gambia. 

Job's stature was five feet and 
ten inches ; his limbs were straight, 
And his constitution naturally good ; 
though the fatigues he underwent, 
and his practice of religious absti- 
nence gave him a weakly and lean 
appearance. His countenance, though 
grave and composed, was exceeding*^ 
ly pleasant. His hair, very different 
from that of the negroes commonly 
brought from Africa, was long, black, 
and curled. 

His natunal parts were remarkably 
good ; his head clear ; his judgment 
solid ; and his memory tenacious and 
quick in recollection* There was 
nothing overstrained, trifling, or dis- 
sembling in his reasonings : but his 
manner of arguing and debating was 
marked by strong sense, joined with 
an innocent simplicity, a strict re^ 
gard to truth, and a desire to find it* 
Notwithstanding it was natural for 
him to have prejudices in favour of 
his own religious principles, it was 
very observable that he would reason 
upon any question of that kind in 
conversation with great temper and 
impartiality ; at the same time he 
framed his replies in a manner cal- 
cmkted at once to support his own 
opinion, and to oblige or please his 
opponent. It was a considerable dis- 
advantage to him in company, that 
he was not sufficiently master of our 
language ; yet they who were accus- 
tomed to his way, by making proper 
allowances, always found themselves 
agreeably entertained by him. 

The acuteness of his genius ap- 
peared upon many occasions. He 
readily conceived the mechanism of 
most of the ordinary instruments 
subjected to his inspection. When 
a plough, a grist mill, or a clock was 
taken to pieces before him, he was 
able to put them together again with- 
out any further direction* It is a proof 
of the powefs of his memory, that 
at the age of sixteen he c<5uid say the 
whole Koran by heart. While he 



Bb 



Digitized 



byGoOv 



194 



SPIBIT OF THE HAGA21NE8. 



tras in EngTand he wrote three copies 
of it without the assistance of any 
other copy, and without so tnuch as 
lookinjj to one a& his guide in wri- 
ting the others. He would often 
laugh at his friend, Mr. Bluett, on 
hearing him say he had forgotten any 
thing. He told him, <* that he hard* 
ly ever forgot any thing in his life, 
and wondered that any body should.** 
There was a happy mixture of the 
grave and cheerful in his natural 
temper. His gentle mildness was 
guarded by a proper warmth. To all 
in distress he was kind and compas- 
sionate. He was commonly very 
pleasant in conversation ; and would 
every now and then divert the com- 
pany with some witty turn or agpree- 
able story, but never to the prejudice 
of religion and good manners. It 
was visible that, notwithstanding his 
%iisiial mildness, he had on necessary 
occasions sufficient courage. A sto- 
ry which he told showed this. Pass- 
ing one day on his way home through 
the country of the Arabs, with four 
servants and several negroes which 
he had bought, he was attacked by 
fifteen of the wild Arabs, the com- 
mon banditti or robbers in those 
parts. On the sight of this gang, Job 
prepared for defence; and, setting 
one of his servants to watch the ne* 
groes, he, with the other three, stood 
on his guard. One of his men was 
killed in the fight, and Job himself 
was run through the leg with a spear. 
However, two of the Arabs, together 
with their captain and two horses 
being killed, the rest fled, and Job 
secured his negroes. 

His aversion to pictures of all sorts 
was exceedingly great; and with 
great difficulty was he prevailed on 
to sit for his own. He was assured 
that pictures were never worshipped 
in this country, and his was desired 
for no other end but to preserve the ' 
remembrance of him. He at last 
consented^ and it was drawn by Mr. 
Hoare, who, when the face was finish- 
ed, asked in what dress it would be 
most proper to draw him ? Job, de- 



string to be drftvm in his own 
try dress, the artist replied, that 
unless he had seen it, or it were de» 
scribed by one who had, he could not 
draw it. Job remarked upon this: 
** If you can't draw a dress you never 
saw, why do some df you painters 
presume to draw God, whom no one 
ever saw ?'* Many of his repartees 
in company showed him to be a man 
of wit and humour. He expressed a 
disapprobation of Christianity as not 
allowing divorces. It was oneeob* 
served to him, that a Christian takes 
a wife for better or for worse. Job 
replied : '* What, if she prove aU 
worse ?** 

Though he was a Mahomedan, be 
did not believe in a sensual paradise, 
nor did he adopt many other ridko- 
lous and vain traditions, which pass 
current among the generality of the 
Turks. He was very constant in \d% 
devotion to God. He called one af- 
ternoon on the learned Dr. David 
Jennings, an eminent dissenting mi- 
nister, after the family had dined. It 
was found that he had not broken 
his fast that day. Some pastry was 
procured and set before him, but be 
would not partake of it till he had 
retired into another parlour for de- 
votion. He said, that he never prayed 
to Mahomed, nor did he think it law- 
ful to address uiy but God himielf 
in prayer. He was so fixed in the 
belief of one God, that it was not 
possible to give him any notion of a 
Trinity. A New Testament in his 
own language was put into his hands. 
When he had read it, he told Mr. 
Bluett he had ** perused it with a 
great deal of care, but could not find 
one word in it of three Gods, as some 
people talk." On all occasions be 
discovered a singular veneration for 
the name of God, and never pro- 
nounced the word jfliah without a 
peculiar accent, and a remarkabk 
pause. His notions 'of God, Provi- 
dence, and a future state, were indeed 
very just and reasonable. 

His learning, considering the dis- 



BOBEitT BLOOMnCLD. 



JUUi 



he caine> ivas ^'•irom being con- 
tempdbte. The books in his country^ 
amounting to not more than thirty in 
anmber, and all on religion^ were in 
Arabick and in manuscript. The 
Koran, he said, was originally writ- 
ten by God hi«iself, not in Arabick* 
and God sent it by the angel Gabriel 
to Ababuker before Mahomed's birth. 
The angel taught Ababuker to read it; 
and no one can read it but those who 
are instructed after a different man- 
ner from that in which the Arabick 
is commonly taught.* Job was well 
acquainted with the historical part of 
oor Bible, and spoke very respect- 
folly of the good men who are men- 
tioned in it, particularly of Jesus 
Christ, " who," he said, '^was a very 
gicat prophet, and would have done 
much more good in the worid if he 
hod not been cut off so soon by the 
wicked Jews, which made it neces- 
sary lor God to send Mahomed to 
confirm and improve his doctrine." 
j Job, in his captivity, comforted 
I bimaeK with reflections on the pro- 
' fUence of God directing all events ; 
and wo«dd,on proper occasions, speak 
ia oonversation justly and devoutly of 

• The difierence, in Mr. Bluett's opi- 
nion, depended only upon the pointing 
\ tlic Arabick, an invention of late date. 



God's care of all his creatures, and 
particularly of the remarkable chan- 
ges in his own circumstances, all of 
which, he piously ascribed to an un- 
seen hand. He frequently compared 
himself to Joseph. And when he was 
informed that the kine of Futa had 
killed a great many of the Mimdin- 
goes on his account, he said with a 
good deal of concern : << If he bad 
been tUere he would have prevented 
it; for it was not the Mandingoes, 
but God, who brought him to a 
strange land." 

Job had heard, by vessels from 
Gambia, that after captain Pike sail- 
ed, his father sent down several 
slaves to purchase his redemption; 
and that Sambo, king of Futa, made 
war upon the Mandingoes, and cut 
off great numbers of them, upon ac« 
count of the injury they had done to 
his school-fellow. 

It was an instance of Job's good 
sense and foresight, that the reason 
of his learning from the sailors and 
writing the names of the headlands 
on the English coast was, as he told 
Mr. Bluett : " That if after his re- 
turn he should meet with any En- 
glishman in his own country, he 
might be able to convince him that 
Me had been in England." 



SIR ». BRYDGES, K. J. ANl> ROBERT BLOOMFIELD, " PASTORAL POET. 



TURNING over, accidentally, 
the Ccfuura Utcraria for February, 
I happened to stumble, at p. 91, 
opon some blank verse of Robert 
Bloomfield's, introduced by a strong 
encomium of sir E. Brydges, K. J. 
Of the critical faculties of sir E. 
BrydgBS, K. J. I have not a very ex- 
aked notion ; and I turned, therefore, 
to the poem itself, there to form my 
own opinbn. It is addressed to a 
^nndlci once in the possession of 
Mr.Bloomfield^s mother* And much 
te I may be inclmed to praise the 
taotive of the verse, yet I do believe, 



that any thing more contemptible in 
the form of ten-syllable lines, cannot 
be penned by t^ man of common 
sense. I wiH justify this assertion by 
two or three extracts. 

" Relick of affection, come ; 
Thou shalt a moral teach to me and mine. 
Tlie Itand that -wound thfc smooth i» cold and 

JVb more / / /'» 

This last line is as pure prose as 
ever fell from the pen of sir E« Bryd- 
ges, K« J. himself ^ and it is as pure- 
ly bathos as any thing to be found in 
English literature._ ^ , „ .v,,i^ 
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*** Debility prtsned hard around 
The seat of lite, and terrours filled her 

brain: 
Nor causeless terrours : giants grim and 
hold. 
Three mighty ones she feared to meet : 
they came ; 
Winter, Old ,4ge and Poverty, all came ! ! ! 
The last had dropped fcis club." 

What the cluB of fioverty is, Mr. 
Bioomfield, I si;ppose« can tell me ; 
but, as fdr the three giants, tbey are 
quite new. 

** When death btheld 
Her tribulation he fulfilled his task. 
And to her trembling hand and heart at 

once 
Cried, • spin no more!'" 

Here, then, is the moral; and it 
appears that dame Bioomfield pos- 
sessed the rare faculty of ff^mmn^- with 
h^v heart as well as her hand; and 
that death came to ease them both. 
How natural that this last mentioned 
gentleman should find her in the ve- 
ry act of spinning. She, as her son 
so poetically exclaims, 

" She who could spin so well !" 
fiut slje was a mig^bty spinner ; for 
she spun " through all her days." 

But now comes the great moral. 
The spindle was left, half foil rf 
** downy fleece," and so 

" nris the motto of the world ! 
We spin vain threads, and dream, and 

strive, and die. 
With sillier tfungs than Mpindlea in our 

hands ! ! /» 
This is, indeed, a pathetick and 
a sublime moral ; and it serves Mr. 
Bioomfield for a basis whereby to 
make a transition to his " spinning" 
of verses. 

*• Proud of a vast extent of flimsy lines.** 
His cas« seems desperate, and 
nothing but the same gentleman 
who stopped his mother's spindle 
will stop his pen ; for thus he says 
himself: 

" Then feeling, as I do, resistlcssly. 
The bias set upon my soul for verse, ' 
Oh ! should old age still find my brain at 
work. 
And death, over some poor fragment 
sjridhig, cry 



* Hold / 9phi no m^ / /* Grtnt Besnm; 

that purity 
Of thought and texture may assimilate 
That fragment unto thee,** &,c. &c. 

This is unintelligible nonsense in 
some parts; and in others, it con- 
veys alarming tidings as to the per- 
petual labours of Mr. Bioomfield's 
brain.— *But now, let as hear sir E* 
Brydges, K. J. He introduces the 
above silliness [I have quoted nearly 
the whole of the piece] by saying : 

" Every one is acquainted with the 
pastoral poetry of Bioomfield. It is 
not generally known, with what won- 
derful power and fiathoa he can write 
blank verse ! !" 
And he concludes it by adding : 

"There is no ^reader of English 
poetry who does not reccdlect Copv* 
per's exquisite lines on his mmher's 
picture. This JragffLent of Bloom- 
Jield^B ff»ms a noble comfumion to 
them I i ! It strikes me to be writ- 
ten in a loftier tone, and still more 
excellent manner than any of his 
other productions. Let him give new 
delight and astonishment to the world 
by a moral and descriptive poem in 
blank verse !** 

Let me ask you, sir, who is most 
pitiable : he who receives such gla- 
ring adulation, or he who gives it. 
Perhaps the latter. For whether he 
bestows it from meanness of spirit. 
Of fmm a wretched imbecffity of in- 
tellect which disqualifies him i<^ 
judging what he writes about, he is 
equally an object of pity. 1 do not 
remember any thing so afosnrd from 
Mr. Brydges, till he was made n 
knight. If any of your readers can 
give me a new perception, and teach 
me to find the meanest degree t>f 
merit in what I have extracted, 1 
will unfeignedly thank him. But till 
then, my prayer is, that Mr. Bloom- 
field may ever have such an admirer, 
«id such an admirer such poets te 
admire. 

Sir E. Brydges, K. J. calls Mr. 
Bioomfield's prosaick inanity a " com- 
panion" to Cowper's exquisitely pa- 
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tketkk tiives on biajiiother^s Ph:tiire* 
Iwill take Cowper from my shelfj 
and quote the first dozen lines, and 
Jeafe yoor readers to judge : 

" Oh that those lips had language 1 

Life h^s passed 
With me but roughly iinoe I heard thee 

last. 
Those lips are thine { thy own sweet 

smiles I see. 
The same that oft, in childhood, solaced 

me ; 
Voice only fails, else, how distinct they 

say, 
^Gneve not my child> chase all thy fears 

away.* 
The meek intelligence of those dear eyes 
(Blest he the art that can immortalize. 



The art that baffles time's tyrsnnick 

claim 
To quench it) here shines on me still the 

same.'* 

Let sir E. Brydges, K. J. confine 
himself to copying the titles of old 
books, and p:iving abstracts of their 
contents, and he will be suitably em* 
ployed : but let him rever<;nce him- 
self in future, too much, to write 
such hy|>erboIical encomiums on so 
barren and mean a topick* 

I am, sir, your's, &c. 

Castigator. 

March 7, 1809. 



PROM THE LONDON ATHENArM. 

REMARKABLE ESCAPE FROM DEATH. 
To tlie Editor of the Atherueum. 



Sis, 

THE following example of escape 
from apparently inevitable death is so 
abgiilarf that I think it deserves to 
be reeerded> and cani»ot but prove 
acceptive to your readers. 

In the attack of Manilla by sir Wil- 
liam Draper, in the year 1762, cap- 
tain Richard Bishop, of the marines, 
greatly distinguished himself by his 
mtrepidity and professional know- 
le^e ; in consequence of whicb, he 
was by that general made governour 
«f the town and fort of Cavite, the 
principal port in the island of Lu- 
9onia. At this time there was in the 
neighbourhood a Malay of extraordi- 
nary bulk and strength, and of the 
most ferocious disposition, who had 
tonerly worked in the dock yard, 
hut bad deserted) and having collect- 
fd nearly a hundred, men of like cha? 
raciers with himself, committed every 
species of lawless violence on the per- 
lons and property of the peaceable 
inhabitants, for the apprehension 
of this man captain Bishop had long 
offered considerable rewards, but 
If ithout effect ; when, one day riding 
001 with a brother offioei> attended 



by about forty men, he saw this des* 
perado, armed with a carbine, a brace 
of pistoh, a scymetar, and a dagger, 
issue out of a wood at a short dis* 
tance, at the head of his troop. In- 
stigated by a sudden emotion of re- 
sentment, Bishop determined to in- 
flict on this man the just punishment 
of his offences; but being himself 
without weapons, he borrowed a pis- 
tol from the holsters of the officer 
who accompanied him. Thus pro- 
vided, he galloped up to the Malay, 
and presented the pistol to his head. 
The Malay and his followers, con- 
founded at this bold act of a single 
man, offered no resistance. The pis- 
tol missed fire; on which. Bishop, 
striking the Malay with it a violent 
blow on the head, knocked him off 
his horse. In the meanwhile the En- 
glish troop, hastening to the assist- 
ance of their leader, and concluding 
him to be fully equal to cope with 
his fallen antagonist, pursued the 
banditti, who immediately fled, and 
bctfh parties were soon out of si^ht. 
All this was the work only of a few^ 
seconds; during^ which, Bishop set- 
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ing the Malay stunned on the ground, 
alighted in order to secure him ; or, 
if necessary, to kill him with one of 
his own weapons. No sooner, how- 
ever, was he off his horse, than the 
Malay was on his feet, and began a 
desperate struggle with his rash as* 
sailant. It was the business of the 
former merely to employ his own 
offensive weapons ; the latter had the 
double necessity of defeating their 
use, and of applying them to his own 
advantage. The Malay was singu* 
larly strong and active, inured to hard 
labour, and exerting himself in his 
native climate : the Englishman of 
much less muscular force, and that 
reduced by long privations, and by 
the influence of excessive heat ; but 
the disparity was in a considerable de- 
gree compensated by the energy of an 
invincible mind. 

This contest for life continued for 
almost an hour, when at length Bi- 
shop, almost Muting with iktigue, 
was thrown on his back, and the 
Malay, kneeling on him, drew his 
dagger, and with all his force aimed 
at Ms breast the fatal blow. At that 
moment Bishop, exerting his last 
remains of strength, with both hancte 
averted the point of the dagger as 
h descended, and changing its direc- 
tion, drore it upwards into the throat 
of the Malay, who immediately fell 
down dead upon him. 



Bishop, unable #0 walk, cmwfedtm 
his hands and knees to his horse, 
which he found grazhng at the dis* 
tance of a quarter of a mile- near the. 
spot where the contest began* He 
mounted him with difficulty, and was 
soon afterwards happily joined by Ms 
friends, who had chased their oppo- 
nents into some dangerous passes, 
and returned, not without solicitude 
for the fate of their commandery 
whom they had so long left. 

The victor carried away the sp<»ia 
of his enemy, part of which, the scy* 
metar and fatal dagger, the writer of 
this letter has more than onee seen* 
The story was first related to him by 
captain Bishop Mmself, and after- 
wards fully confirmed by the late 
colonel Flint, who at that time Ber«ed 
with captain Bishop in the island. 

Your readers will naturally look 
with anxiety to the subsequent Msto- 
ry of Uiis gaHant officer; and they 
will learn, with deep regret, that he 
was lost on board his majesty's ship 
the Thunderer, commanded by com- 
modore Waisingham, in the great 
hurricane which occurred in the 
West Indies, id the year 1780* 
I am, sir. 

Your obedient 

Servant, 

P. H. C. 



LAW REPORT. 



THE following case is perhaps 
unparalleled in the annals of Bow- 
street. 

On Tuesday, May 1 6th, Miss Ma- 
ry York, a young lady, about 34 
years of age, was brought by Laven- 
der before Mr. Nares, the sitting 
magistrate, on a charge under the 
Black Act, of a most extraordinary 
nature. Robert Coombes stated, that 
on Sunday afternoon, about five 
o'clock, he was passing through 
Kempion Park, in Sunbary ; and as 



he was looking at some young men 
playing at cricket, he heard a gun go 
off, and immediately saw the prison- 
er. Miss Mary York, in a paddock, 
divided from the park by a paling, 
with a gun in her hand. He, in con- 
sequence, went up to the paUng, and 
found Henry Parker there speaking 
to Miss York, and observing to her 
that, if she fired the gun off again in 
such a careless manner, he should 
come over the paling and take the 
gun from her. He heard her ai^ 
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Jwr aerrtDt ^rimtr^eflDW that was? 
p^tin^ towards him. The servant 
replied, she did not know. Miss 
York then said : << I shall take the 
liberty of firing at A/ijr /' and present* 
ed the gun at him* It snapped twice« 
He then got behind a tree to aYotd 
its contents* She snapped the piece 
agun, and it went off, presented at 
him. He saw Miss York put shot 
into the gun out of a shot belt, and 
saw her prime it with powder ; her 
8m*vaDt supplied her with powder to 
prime It. After the gun was fired^ 
he and Parker got over the palings 
and took the gun from her. 

Henry Parker, a carpenter, of Sun- 
bury, confirmed the above, and said, 
as he was walking alon^ the road, 
iie saw Miss York fire off the gun ; 
her servant was dose by her side at 
the time ;. he q^served the ball from 
the gun strike the gravel road about 
three paces before bkn , he, in con« 
sequence, went to the paling, and 
asked her what she was fifing at? 
She replied, if he insulted her in her 
private walks> she would shocMr him : 
the b«ll made an aperture through 
the paHng. At this the other witnesa, 
Conmbes, came up to him, and re- 
lated what h^ hapiiened: and he, 
Parker, with Coombes, jumped over 
the paling, and took the gun from her* 

The defence set »p by Miss York 
was, that the witness, Coombes, had 
made use of some very improper lan- 
guage to her, and had thrown some 
pieces of the paling at her, which in* 
duced her to send her servant for the 
musket, and she had discharged it at 
Coombes in her own defence. 

This was confirmed by the servant* 



Mr. Rolfe, the unde of Miss York, 
the proprietor of the house where she 
resides, and the joint proprietor of 
the park, attended in behalf of Miss 
York, and in extenuation of the con- 
duct of his niece, stated, that there 
was no road through the park, and 
therefore the witne8ses,and those who 
were playing at crieket, were com- 
mitting a trespass; but he, by no 
means, justified the conduct of his 
niece, in discharging a musket at 
them. Mr- Rolfe endeavoured to 
throw discredit upon the testimony 
of Coombeai insinuating that he was 
not a respectable cln^acter. Mr* 
Nares, however, did not consider any 
thing that had been said in defence, 
to amount to a justification of one of 
the most serious and outrageous acts 
that ever was committed, and parti- 
cularly by a young lady ; but wouW 
give it another hearing, upon Mr. 
Rolfe undertaking for the fu^re ap- 
pearance of Miss York and her ser- 
vant, who, he conceived, had acted 
equally improper in fetching the gun, 
and in assisting in loading it. The 
prosecutors undertook to produce 
three witnesses to corroborate what 
they had stated, and on Friday the 
parties were again brought up to be 
examined, but on the witnesses being 
called, they did not answer. Some 
suspidon was entertained that they 
had been tampered with, and the 
magistrate ordered Miss York to be 
committed to New PrisoPy Clerk- 
well. Elizabeth Too, the servant, was 
admitted to bail, to answer what shall 
be objected against her at the next 
Quarter Sessions, herself in 30QL 
and two sureties 1 50/. each. 



Oitlar for the Lord Mayor's preparing the Ceremony of the Solemn Entry of Charles 
I. of Spain into London, A. D. 1522. 



THE meeting of the emperoor, 
his grace, with the lord mayor of 
London, and his brethren, with all 
other crafts of the said city in their 
liveries. 



First, the said lord mayor must 
meet him at Depcford, and there shall 
receive him with procession. 

Also at London bridge, there shall 
be two great giants standing at either 
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side of the gate, which shall iklmr 
to the king's grace the keys, and tlie 
king to deliver them to the empe- 
rour. 

Also upon the drawbridge shall be 
one pageant of Jason with the golden 
iieece ; because the emperour giveth 
the golden fleece, as the king of £n* 
gland cloth give 'the garter* 

Also there shall be set, tlie like- 
ness of the enf|ierour, and all the 
kings tiiat hold of the emperoiir, with 
crowns on their heads. 

Also at the conduit, in Grace- 
church street, thei^ shaM sit one 
man, in likeness of king Charles, 
with an emperour's crown upon lijs 
head, the etnperour sitting on the 
right hand, and the king of England 
on the left hand of him ; and he shall 
have two swords in hts hand, and de« 
liver one sword to the emperour, the 
o<ther to the king's grace. 

That is to understand, to the em- 
perour as heir apparent, and to ihe 
king's grace as heir and govemour 
generall. 

Also, at the Leaden hall shall be 
on^ pageant of the duke of Lancas- 
ter, how he was married in Spain, 
and of all his lineage that came of 
him since that time, and targetts 
upon them, that they may be known^ 
and their arms upon tlie targetts, to 
be known thereby. 

At the conduit in Cornehill shall 
sit king Arthur as an emperour, and 
all the kings crowned that did hold 
of him. 

Then he shall present the king 
with one sword, and welcome the 
emperour with a speech. 

Also at the conduit in the Stocks, 
tlicre shall be made one castle and 



an orchard, ^^^m g^^^n^ hf 
advice, and shall be with birds sing- 
ing upon trees, and divers manner of 
wild beasts, and motes with sluiceS| 
with iishes swimming in them. 

And out of two ports of the cor- 
ners shall come two men^ one like 
the king, another like the emperour, 
having two swords in their hands, 
clean armed, and shall meet and kus, 
and the Father of Heaven being over . 
their heads, blessing them. 

Also at the great conduit in Cheap- 
side shall be two ports, one shall be 
the cast gate, and the other shall be 
the west; and at the coming oJ( 
the east gate there shall be there a 
rose^ like to the bud of a rose, and 
so to come down and open mor£ and 
more, and at the last it shall be open- 
ed aU. 

And there shall be a maiden with 
a red rose and a white in her hands, 
clothed in ciolh of gold, delivering 
unto the king the red rose, and to 
the en^erour the white rose. 

Also at the standard in the Cheap 
there shall be the storie of king So- 
lomon, with his progeny* 

Also a cross in the Cheap, gilded 
after the best manner* 

Also at the little conduit in the 
Cheap, shall be the assumption of Our 
Lady, as goodly as can be wrought, 
&c. angells, anchangells, patriarclis, 
prophets, with the apostles in the 
heavenliest manner. The sun, tHe 
moon, with the stars slUoing bright, 
which shall open and bow down to 
the honour of Our Lady, with vokes 
of young choristers, the which shall 
sing most sweetly, as may be deviled 
by jnusick. 



CHARACTERS OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY. 



' TITE specimen which follows 
is very whimsical but very expres- 
sive, and may serve as a lively picture 
.pf former manners, of parts of dress 
pow unknown, of delicacies perfectly 



foreign to the present taste, and of 
national peculiarities to which mo- 
dern customs bear not the smallest 
similitude. It is extracted from Tho- 
niaa Jieevo's Sermons, delivered with- 
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m the city of Loxujmy and entitled, 
•* Cod's Plea for Nineveh, or Lon- 
don's Precedent for Mercy. Printed 
bf William Wilson, for Thomas 
Reeve, B. in Divinity, living at the 
Bunch of Grapes in Chancery Lane, 

I near Lincolnes-Inne. 1657." 

' rhe Drudge. 

If thou bcest for profit, thy ranges 
arc known ; after thou hast called 

^ up thy servants to hunt for gain at 
home, thou thyself, as one in full 
quest for hicre abroad, art visiting 

, other men's storehouses, searching 
their warehouses, ransacking their cel« 
krs; thou goest to the customhouse 
to try what exporting and importing 
there hath been, thou repairest to 
the exchange to examine what mer- 
chant thou canat meet with, with 
whom thou maist truck in minivers, 
and tissues, musks, and diets, the 
^th of elephants, the bones of 
whales, the stones of hezars, the claws 
of crabs, the oyles of swallows, the 

I skins of vipers, yea, be it but in black 
coal, black pitch, white chalk, white 
sope, rusty iron, or abominable mum- 
my, it will serve the turn ; or if thy 
merchandising fail there, thou tum- 
est thy trading another way, to seek 
ihcmt for a license, or a patent, or 
perhaps to pry out some decayed 

I lidr, or foundered gallant, that thy 

^ ferret might be sent forth into that 
burrow, or thy setting dog let loose 
to drive that covey, to hook in some 
mortgage, or to prey upon some 
forfeiture, and if all these devices will 
not take place, then thou stirrest thy 
legs to go suck venome from a petty- 
fi)gger, or magick from some con- 
jurer. And thus doth the Drudge 
<fth€ World spend his day. 
The Gallant. 
If thou beest for bravery, I can- 
uot follow thee by the track, nea* find 
out thy various motions. The gallant 
b counted a wild creature ; no wild 
colt, wild ostrich, wild cat of the 
mountain, comparable to him; he 
is, indeed, the buffoon, and baboon of 



the times; bis mind is wholly sc^ 
upon cuts and slashes, knots and 
roses,^ patchings and pinkings, jag- 
gins, taggins, borderings, brimming^ 
half-shirts, half-arms, yawning brcst^ 
gaping knees, arithmetical! mid- 
dles, geometricall sides, mathemati- 
call waste, musicall heels, and logi- 
cal! toes. I wonder he is not for the 
Indians branded skin, and ringed 
snowts. His phantastick dotages are 
so many, that he hath a free-school^ 
bookish about inventions for him; 
nay, an academy of wits studying 
deeply to devise fashions according 
to his humour : know ye not the mul- 
titude of students, artists, graduates 
that are subliming their notions to 
please this one light head \ Then 
hear them by their names, perfu- 
mers, coroplexioners, feather-makers, 
stitchers, snippers, drawers, yea who 
not ? yet amongst these doth the nited 
spark spend out tus time : this is the 
GaUant*9 day. 

Thf Efiicure. 
If thou beest for dainties, how art 
thou then for spread-tables and ple- 
nished flagons ? thou art but a pan- 
try-worm, and a pastry-fly. Thou art 
all for inlandisli meat, and outlandish 
sawces, thou art the dapifer to thy 
palate or the cup-barer to thy appe- 
tite, the creature of the swallow, or 
the slave of the wesand. The land 
hath scars flesh, the sea fish, or the 
air fowl curious enough for thy lico- 
rous throat ; by thy good will thou 
wouldst eat nothing Jbut kids and 
fawns, carps and mullets, snipes and 
quailiss ; and drinli nothing but Fron- 
tiniack, white muskadines, leathick 
wine, and Fiti de Pary. Thy olies, 
and hogoes, creepers and peepers, 
Italian cippets and French broths, do 
shew what a bondman to the paunch 
thou art ; even the idolatour of the, 
banquetting house. T/ip belly is th^ 
god. Thus doth the glutton waste 
out his pilgrimage : this is the Jil^ii^ 
cure^s day. 



VQL. IK 
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IN a regular government, as un- 
derstood among ourselves, we admit 
as an incontrovertible maxim, that the 
exercise of power should flow from 
one source. That source is the para- 
mount officer of the sovereignty r in 
Britain, the crown. We know no 
divided, or parallel authority : no 
principle on which an individual 
holds an office, or governs a district, 
in contradiction to the will of the 
kiog, a« advised by his council. Wc 
know of no army paid from any other 
purse than that of the nation. Even 
the king himself dare not show a 
single troop clothed and accoutred 
from his private purse ; still less 
dare a noble to raise a regiment, or 
train a bat'aHon without a conHtiis- 
sion from the chief of the realm, 
When our sovereign thinks proper 
too, he can withdraw his commbsion, 
and the party who held it is no longer 
competent to perform acts of govern- 
menf. No govemour considers his 
province as his property, and there- 
fore refuses to relinquish the appoint- 
ment : no govemour presumes toeti- 
large his provirre by acquiring in- 
fluence in another, or by carrying 
his arms into neighbouring districts) 
and forcing the inhabitants to acknow- 
ledge his supremacy. No govem- 
our considers the duties on com- 
merce as the revenue of himself, or 
of his province, exclusively, further 
than may contribute to, or at least 
than consists with, the general wel- 
fare of the state, as one body. But 
every dominion is not so happily 
constituted. The connexion be- 
tween the supreme power and the 
delegate is, in some constitutions, 
l^ut feeble : and a man of intrepidity 
shall sometimes cause the sovereign, 
whose subject and servant he profess- 
es to be, to tremble. The cause of 
this is despotism. A despot must be 
served by other despots : they indi- 
vidually tremble before him : he 
tremblea before them^ collectively; 



Or when two or three of these i6> 
quire influence over their fellows, 
and become leaders of a party, the 
head of the government is not safe 
in his castle. 

It has lately been our duly to re- 
cord revolutions and re-revolulions 
by which the Turkish court and capi* 
tal have been convulsed. We saw 
Mustapha Bairactar expel the drones 
who formed the Ottoman ministry. 
In a few weeks we saw Mustapha 
overwhelmed by an insurgent multi- 
tude, and his enemies prevail against 
him. The means employed to ac- 
complish this are known to few: and 
most of our countrymen who have 
taken up the persuasion that the 
Grand Seignior is a despotick prince 
(as in truth he is) arc at a loss to 
conceive by what means his deputies 
can organize insurrections against 
him, and imprison or destroy their 
master, almost at their pleasure. 

Among the adherents of Mustapha 
Bairactar, Ali, pacha of Janina, holds 
a conspicuous place. The army and 
the publick have directed much of 
their attention to his conduct, and 
have watched his proceedings with 
anxiety. We have thought, that the 
history of this chief might contri- 
bute to throw light on the cause of 
this publick attention, while at the 
same time it would show what sandy 
materials are combined in the ser- 
vice of the Sublime Porte. On this 
sandy nature of these materials Buo- 
naparte places his reliance, for the 
accomplishment of his projects ar 
gainst the Turkish empire. H« 
conceives, that this subdivided go- 
vernment, when invaded by his con- 
centrated forces; will yield with little 
resistance, and that he may substitute 
himself as the centre of allegiance, 
instead of a descendant of Ottoman, 
at a word speaking. On the other 
hand, we suspect that the approach 
of extreme danger would induce 
these now disunited pachas to com* 

Digitized by Vji^VJV IC 



HISTORY OP AU, PACHA OP JANINA. 



m 



Wnc for their mutual protection. 
That thejr would have discretion 
enough to perceive that the destruc* 
lion of the Ottoman authorilj would 
Hot fail to issue in the ruin of their 
own houses, and the formation of 
dukedoms, and marquisates, Sec* for 
the generals of the emperour and 
king. He will meet with a resistance 
in detail. The nature of the country 
favours his adversaries ; and there is 
% possibility, that some desperate 
genius of a Turk may teach him to 
think less of his own abilities, and not 
to sell the bear's skin till he has con- 
quered and flayed the bear. The 
present war with Austria has Turkey 
for its object, on the part of France. 
If Turkey is wise, her troops will 
take a position that will not permit 
Russia to direct a great force at her 
pleasure. Turkey, in short, may 
hold a kind of check on her neigh- 
bours, if not properly spcakmg, the 
balance of her neighbourhood ; and 
Buonaparte may find, that the road 
to Persia and India, his ultimate ob- 
ject, is blocked up too strongly to 
admit of his passage. 

But waving all further reference 
to the politicks of Napoleon le grand I 
wc wish to introduce our readers to 
a Turkish chief, who, in spi^e of 
adversity, has raised himself to dis- 
tinction ; who studies the newspapers 
of Europe, and foresees that one day 
these cursed Europeans may give 
him uneasiness ; a chief who wants 
nothing but skill in the discipline 
of the unbelievers to make them 
tremble in their turn, and dread the 
very name of the pacha of Janina. 
The attachment of a semi-barbarian 
to his savage independence, may pre- 
sent greater obstacles to the progress 
of infuriate ambition, than all which 
have affected to oppose the triumph 
of the insolent victor, throughout the 
regions of civilized but infatuated 
Europe. 

Ali, the present pacha of Janina, 
was born in a village, in the neigh- 



bourhood 6f TebelenI, or Tebd^Iemp 
a town of the ancient Thesproiia, 
now a part of Albania, distant about 
60 miles from Janina^ north. His 
father was, it is said, a pacha of two 
tails, who commanded there ; and his 
Oiother, who possessed the courage 
of the Amazons of that country, im- 
parted it to him with his existence* 
When his father died, Ali was too 
young to defend his dominions, and 
would have been despoiled of them, 
had not his mother seized the reins 
of administration, put herself tx the 
head of the Albanese, and by her 
undaunted courage, aided by the sa- 
crifice of her property, successfully 
repelled the repeated attacks of his 
numerous enemies. 

In the midst of battles, by which 
(he peace of Thesproiia was frequent- 
ly disturbed, Ali, in rising to man- 
hood, imbibed the first principles of 
war, and the habit of command. As 
soon as he was able to carry a musket, 
he took his place in the ranks. Bravest 
?imong the brave, he successively 
went through all the steps of military 
promotion, and did not presume to 
command his companions, till he had 
proved himstlf worthy -of preemi- 
nence, by military achievements 
which secured their friendship. He 
then succeeded his mother. He was 
not indeed always successful ; and 
Fortune, more than once, betrayed 
his courage without daunting it. Alir 
expelled from Tebeleni, having lost 
almost all his villages, was at one 
time reduced to a few fiarats with 
which to pay his troops. Undismay- 
ed by adversity, he knew how to create 
other resources, and the consequent 
revolution- decided his fate. 

From that moment his power was; 
on the rise ;- men of courage from aU 
parts flocked to his standard ; and 
his dominions were gradually extend* 
ed. He soon carried his thoughts 
beyond the narrow limits by which 
his youth had been circumscribed* 
The late pacha of Janina, from want 
Of energy, had left the whole o^ 
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Albania a pray to aitarchf rand on his 
being beheaded, All was named to 
the vacant pacbalick, and took pos- 
session of Janina, the present seat of 
his power. 

Prudent in prosperity, Ali lost no 
time in taking the necessary steps to 
strengtlien his precarious and blood- 
stained authority. He accordingly 
Increased his dominions, by reducing 
the rebels in amis against the Porte j 
these he afterwards took under his 
protection as subjects ; and above all 
he sheltered and favoured the Greek 
religion. He also contracted alliances 
with the Agas of Thessalia ; and as- 
sociated his two sons into his power, 
by obtaining for them the titles of 
pachas. Lastly, after a series of 
successes, which Surpassed even his 
most sanguine expectations, Ali re- 
ceived the three tails, on his return 
from tlie Widin expedition against 
Passwan Oghi, in 1798. 

He is now [1809] 52 years of age ; 
Slnd no signs of premature old age are 
discernible in him ; his noble and 
open countenance, marked by strong 
features, pourtrays all the violent e- 
wotions of his soul. He knows, how- 
ever, how to command it, when ne- 
cessary ; and his looks become en- 
gaging. Yet even at such times, his 
but half-constrained laughter, denotes 
that his tongue is at variance with his 
heart. On the other hand, when he 
punishes, he is unable to conceal his 
wmh ; and the convulsive distortion 
of his features manifests without re- 
serve his violence of temper. In 



figure he is tall and athletick : brave 
to the extreme : and his arms and 
bosom are graced by numerous 
honourable scars. 

Steady in his plans, he has adopted 
a line of conduct, from which he has 
sometimes deviated through circum- 
stances,^ but which he has kept con- 
stantly in view. Convinced tteit by 
money he can always preserve favour 
with the Porte, he regularly pays his 
tributes to the Sultan, though he has 
made himself independent in fact. 
Hts avarice, for which he has been 



harshly censured, has no other ___ 
live ; and it may be considered as 
his means of self-preservation. He 
delights in saying that he is a modem 
Pyrrhus (or Bourrhousy as he pro- 
nounces it) but a Pyn'hus, however, 
who shows a du^e regard for his sove- 
reign. Unlike most other pachas, 
by his general knowledge, his eyes 
are always fixed on what is passbg 
in Europe. He gets newspapers trans- 
lated; eagerly seeks for information ; 
and is no stranger to the various os- 
cillations of the political system. 

Equally attentive to the frequent 
commotions which take place in the 
Turkish empire, he uniformly avaifs 
himself of the weakness of that go- 
vernment, to extend his dominions, 
and to seize advantageous posts. He 
trusts for his justiiicalion in bis nu- 
merous creatures, in the powerful 
friends whom he pays, even in the 
divan ; and the Porte, knowing his 
resources, feels deeply interested in 
keeping on fair terms with him. 

Not satisfied, however, with an 
ephemeral power, Ali has looked 
forward to futurity, with a determi- 
nation not to leave his pachalick to a 
stranger. We have already said, 
that he has obtained for his two sons, 
the titles of pachas ; and the PortCy 
which generally waits for the death 
of its officers, to reassume iu rights, 
seems to have lost Albania for ever. 
Mouclar, the eldest son ofAIi, fol- 
lowing his father's example, has 
given proofs of the greatest enei-gy ; 
he may even be accused of ferocity. 
Veli, of a more gentle disposition, 
seems engrossed by the cares of ad- 
ministration. United, however, by 
the firmest friendship, no motives of 
interest have hitherto divided these 
brothers. Ali has governed Orti^ 
and Negropont, with the title of 
pacha. Veli fills the place of Der^ 
vcndgi Puchoy or " inspector of the 
highways." By this union of offices, 
the sensible Ali has secured supports 
in his two sons, whose strict unioit 
strengthens his authority more and 
more. Ali,, alwjy^^jy^^^ibancsc 
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Ct heart, speaks only that language, 
or modem Greek. He places kis hap- 
piness In commanding those to whom 
be is indebted for his elevation. 
Mouctar has learnt Turkish, and 
from his youth has been familiar 
with the din of arms, as led by his 
warlike disposition. Veli, better in- 
formed, acquires every day more in- 
struction, and is acquainted with the 
oriental languages. 

All has chosen his residence in a 
peninsula, formed by the lake Acbe- 
rusia i and connected with Janina by 
a narrow isthmus, which is defended 
by a strong castle. Here, inaccessi- 
ble to attack. All lives secluded from 
the town, and from his subjects. In 
this strong hold, capable of resistance 
for a long while, even after the uking 
of Janina, he is surrounded by a 
chosen band of Albanese, secured by 
conscious bravery rather than by the 
display of terrour. He does not, 
however, neglect that mean of en- 
forcing his authority in his capital ; 
but it is tempered with occasional 
marks of condescending confidence. 
Not long ago [in 1805] all the shops 
were shut on his appearance in the 
-streets ; and he felt some complacen- 
cy, in seting himself thus feared. 
He begins to perceive, that the love 
of his subjects is preferable to their 
fear ; and he has laid aside part of 
the terrifick pomp that surrounded 
kitn. Free from that barbarous fe- 
rocity which sheds blood without mo- 
tive, he never imbrues his hands in 
It) but through interest, or to secure 
his tranquillity, which, from his mis- 
trustful temper^ he perhaps considers 
is exposed to more dangers than ac- 
tually exist. Moreover he protects 
commerce and industry. These he 
delights in fixing in his dominions : 
and his views on this subject are 
really astonishing, considering the 
barbarous state in which he has been 
till now supposed to live* 

The army of AH pacha is almost 
exclusively composed of Albanesef 
who being accustomed to the keen 
Kir «f their mo^iQUlns; and wrapt up 



in their thick surtouts, seem to dis- 
regard the difference of seasons. 
While encamped they spend the 
whole day in wrestling, singing, and 
dancing ; and from their habitual 
sobriety, a slight distribution of 
w beaten, or maize bread, with black 
olives, or a few pickled sardines, is 
reckoned a treat. Very different 
from the Turks, whom they call 0«- 
maTiiity and whose sole happiness is 
in indolence, the Albanese are al- 
ways in motion. They hail the ap- . 
proach of danger with joyful accla- 
mations ; but, whatever be the event, 
they never fail of claiming the whole 
merit of the success ; and above all 
they never acknowledge a defeat. 
When repulsed, they only say, that 
they have not been victorious ; but 
if they can carry off a head, they- 
loudly exult in the trifling advantage* 
At night, those thick surtouts W& 
have mentioned serve them as beds. 
Their head is bai'ely covered by their 
/ec/is (a kind of bonnet, somewhat 
like that of the Highlanders) their 
legs are, however, well guarded by 
€othuma i they are, literally^ loaded 
with arms ; and satisfied with their 
lot, they place their happiness in a 
camp life* Diseases are so few among 
them, that out of six thousand men en- 
camped on active service, for a length 
of time, no more than twenty could 
-be found on the sick list. It must be 
said, on the other hand, that as an 
Albanese never complains, except 
when actually ill, so no power can 
keep him in the ranks when he is 
sick. He then retires to his family, 
in his native mountains ; but hastens 
to join his colours when recovered. 
The Albanese soldier glories in his 
profession. He shows, with pride, his 
numerous scars, as titles to honoura- 
ble distinction. The tattered state 
of his linen and garments, is also an 
occasion of exultation ; and to express 
the utmost bravery of an Albanese, 
they say, that he never quits his shirt 
till it falls in rags. In short, in the 
menof Epirusan observer might find ^ 
the soldiers of Alexander, ol Pyrr- 
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bus, and of Scanderberg. With such 
men properly disciplined, a general 
might do wonders, and could, per- 
haps, change the face of the oriental 
world. In the decline of the empire, 
the Albanese alone have maintained 
their true characteristicks ; proud, 
and panting for battle, they are de- 
lighted, they are transported, at the 
clashing of arms. The Albanese 
officers are- generally accompanied 
by a kind of squire, who, on a march, 
carry their cuirass, and their arms. 
Their dress and mode of living, give 
some faint idea of our ancient 
knights. 

It would be useless here to detail 
the petty intrigues, the desultory 
warfare and the crimes of all kinds 
by which Ali gradually extended his 
dominions. They now comprise Epi- 
rus, Arcadia, the mountains of Pin- 
dus, Phocida, a part of Etolia, Thes- 
salia, and some distncts of Macedo- 
nia ; together with Crevesa, and other 
seaports formerly belonging to the 
Venetians, and which he has wrested 
from the French. 

The pachas of Arta, Argyro-cas- 
tron, Ochrida, and Delvino, are, in 
fact, dependent on him, though he 
suffers them to enjoy the show and 
trappings of authority ; and even the 
fierce tribes which dwell in the crag- 
gy mountains of Epirus, have either 
iclt the power of his arms, or havci 
been sutdued by his intrigues. 

The revenue drawn by Ali from 
tliese countries, may be valued at 
400,000/. including the taxes, wl»ch 
are collected with less severity than 
in the rest of the empire ; the produce 
of his numerous flocks, and his pro- 
fits on the sale of wool and timber, 
and indeed on trade in general, for he 
is the greatest trader and first mo-* 
nopolist in his dominions. This sum 
is sufficient to pay his tributes to the 
Porte ; to defray the expenses of his 
household; and to maintain his army. 
His forces may amount in peacea- 
ble times to six or eight thousand 
Albanese ; though in cases of great 



emergency, as in the expedition 
against Passwan Oglu, he has brought 
five and twenty thousand men into the 
field ; but then the additional expense 
is amply repaid by the Porte* ite 
has, besides, in his dominions, the 
elements of a most excellent militia ; 
for the profession of arms is that of 
every Albanese. They are found 
throughout the empire, in the service 
of every pacha, whose guard they 
generally compose, and they take an 
active and leading part in all the 
commotions which desolate the em- 
pire. When by these means they 
have acquired what they consider a 
competency, they invariably retura 
to their native mountains ; and are 
always ready to obey the call of their 
pacha. Others prefer the profession 
of hctidoutSy i. e, highway robbers, 
and after having acquired a property 
by that course of life, they likewise 
return, and are never thought the 
worse of, on that account. As they 
acre acquainted with the darkest passes 
of the country, they are most formi- 
dable in partial encounters, in whi<;h 
the Mussulmen are known to be ge- 
nerally superiour to the disciplined 
troops of Europe. 

To these natural means of defence 
and attack, Ali unites all the craft of 
a politician ; as well in attaching men 
to his interests, as in effecting the 
ruin of those whose designs he sus- 
pects. He never vexes his agas by 
preventing their extortions. On the 
contrary, he lets them act at their 
own discretion ; well convinced, that 
rogues will never seek for change, 
when they are assured of impunity ;* 
and from this conduct some of them 
are fanatically devoted to him. 

He never hills himself in dattger- 
ous security ; and, always on the 
watch for European news, as we have 
observed already, he never lets a fo- 
reigner pass through his dominions, 
without summoning him into his 
presence ; not so much with a view 
to extort a present from liim, 
though he is as greedy as any other 
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Turk} as to get information. He af* 
lerwards compares the various intelU* 
gence that he has received ; he cal- 
culates events ; and every thing in- 
duces a betief that AH will be one of 
the strongest supports of his master, 
though his services will be those of 
a great feudatory, rather than of a 
devoted slave. 

The pachalick of All, like the rest 
of the Ottoman empire, having a po- 
pulation infinitely disproportionate to 
its extent of territory, the land though 
not remarkably fruitful or well cul- 
tivated, produces more than is ade- 
quate to the wants of the inhabitants. 
With the surplus they procure the 
money for paying their taxes; and to 
purchase European manufactures, so 
necessary in a country where even 
the most common arts of civilisation 
are utterly unknown. Arms of every 
kind form an object essentially neces- 
sary to such a warlike people. They 
even are an object of luxury among 
them. They generally prefer the 
guns and pistols from the manu&c« 
tares of Brescia. They likewise im- 
port their glass and their paper from 



Italy. Their women, whose greatest 
finery is a gold-embroidered hand- 
kerchief, receive gold and silver 
thread from Vienna. Germany also, 
supplies them with woollen cloth and 
hardware. 

From the ports of Orta, Crevesa, 
Vallona, Durazzo, and from the 
mouths of the Boinna, they export 
annually in Sclavonian, or Ragusan 
vessels, five or six cargoes of oil, for 
Trieste and Venice ; three or four of 
wool, of all kinds, mostly unwashed, 
destined for Ancona and Genpa; 
three or four of corn for Genoa ; and 
one or two of tobacco, for Naples and 
Messina. 

Before the revolution, France, 
which had a constant intercourse 
with Albania, monopolized most of 
that trade, with the addition of several 
valuable cargoes of timber, much 
superiour in quality to that of the 
Baltick. It was employed in the 
dock yards of Toulon ; and it has 
been remarked that the finest frigates 
in the French navy were built of that 
kind of oak, which had be«n fdmish. 
ed by the forests of Albania. 
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AN article in the foreign jour- 
nals, under the head of Mersburgh, 
lone 10, says: <^ A distinguished 
professor in one of our colleges being 
desirous to excite emulation among 
his pupils, brought before them a 
child of only seven years and ten 
months. He listened with attention 
to the Greek lesson which the pro- 
fessor was expounding, and which 
he desired the child to go on with. 
All his astonbhed pupils heard the 
child construe, to the satisfaction of 
every one, a passage in Plutarch with 
which he was previously unacquaint- 
ed, and give every explanation that 
could be required. Cesar's Commen- 
taries were next handed him, and 
he translated, readily and distinctly, 
sentences which had puzzled the 



youths around him. In the course 
of his translating, he was also exa- 
mined on the parts of speech, con- 
cord, syntax, &e« which he analyzed 
and explained with a facility and ac- 
curacy which excited the astonish- 
ment of all who were present. He 
construed, likewise, an Italian book, 
which one of the company had 
brought with hino, and conversed fa^ 
miliarly in that language. The se- 
quel of the conversation proved his 
extensive knowledge in history, geo- 
graphy, 8cc. Fortunately for this pro- 
digy of learaing, he is well formed, 
and enjoys perfect health. He pos- 
sesses all the playfulness, all the 
modesty and simplicity of a child of 
his tender years, and is not even 
conscious thsatgitifeg b^^jlb^^t^ject of 
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universal admiration. His father is 
the celebrated doctor Charles Wette, 
minister of Locban, near Halle, who 
unfortunately refuses to communicate 
the method (peculiar to himself) 
n^hich he adopted to instruct a child 
who resembles Heincken< and Bara- 
tier, the prodigies of their times. It 
is a well atte^ed fact, that the former 



excelled in knowledge at the teo^^ 
age of two ycai's, and that he died be- 
fore he had completed his fourth. 
Baratier, after having astonished Eu- 
rope by the variety and extent of bis 
acquirements at a very early periods 
died, apparently of old age, before 
he attained his nineteenth year. 
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ACCOUXT Of THE LATE MRS. HANNAH COWLEY. 



ON the 1 1th of last March, died 
at Tiverton, Devonshire,, the place 
of her nativity, in the 66th year of 
her age, Mrs. Hannah Cowley, an 
authoress, who may be justly said to 
have been celebrated in every walk 
of the dramai and in e\ery measure 
of poetry. 

This lady was the daughter of the 
late Mr. Parkhurst, also of Tiverton ; 
a gentleman as universally respected 
and esteemed for }\is learning and 
probity, as for a peculiar flow of 
humour! which enlivened his conver- 
sation. Mrs. Cowley's genius may, 
in some respects, be considered as 
hereditary. Her grandmother by the 
father's side having been first cousin 
to the celebrated poet Gay, by whom 
she was held in such high estima- 
tion, that he passed a considerable 
portion of his time at her house in 
Barnstaple. 

In addition to his other qualifica- 
tions, Mr. Parkhurst had attained a 
proficiency in classical literature^ 
which gained him the reputation 
of having been an excellent scholar. 

Under such a tutor, was the ge- 
Bius of our authoress inspired and 
cultivated; and she presented him 
in return with the first fruits of her 
muse, by prefixing his name to the 
l^oem of tlie Maid of Aragon, in a 
deditation> which evinced at once the 



fire of youthful genius, and the ge- 
nuine efifusions of filial gratitude. 

Mrs. Cowley's first dramatick Couft 
d'Essai^ was the comedy of the Runr 
away. This play, produced in March, 
1776, was the last new piece brought 
out by Mr. Garrick, previous to hb 
resigning the management of Drury- 
lane theatre. 

The first act of this play, verba* 
tinii as it now stands, is said to have 
been produced one morning before 
dinner. It met the encouragement of 
her husban(l, who wished to see it 
finished. It was accordingly comple- 
ted in a fortnight, and transmitted to 
Mr. Garrick, at his then residence, 
at Hampton court. 

This comedy which was so favour- 
ably received, that it first introduced 
the practice of what, in dramatick 
phraseology, is termed " Running 
Plays," was performed a successive 
number of nights, with distinguished 
applause. And we may judge what 
must have been the receipts of the 
treasury of the theatre, when it pro- 
duced to the fair authoress eight hun- 
dred guineas. 

Her next effort in the drama, in 
point of composition, though not oi 
representation, was the tragedy of 
Albina, which was brought out by 
Mr. Colman, at his summer theatre 
In the Haymarket, on the 30tb ^ 
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SvUff If 79. The force of" Who's 
the Dupe/' was performed at Drury- 
Jao^in the month of April preceding, 
iolit was received with that ap- 

fRuae, which, whenever performed, 
now never fails to obtain. 

The Belles Stratagem, came out 
at Covent Gai*den, in February, 1 780, 
and it was received with such loud 
and boundless acclamation, that it 
had the honour of being patronized 
by the queen, before whom it was 
performed once every season, for 
twtnty years after its first appear- 
ance. 

This play, when published, was by 
tiq)ress permission dedicated to her 
majesty. 

Stimulated by her favourable re- 
ception with the publick, Mrs. Cow- 
ley continued to cultivate her ac- 
quaintance with the dramatick muses, 
sad Che Belles Stratagem was suc- 
cessively followed by the comedies 
<>f »* Which is the Man," " A Bold 
Stroke for a Husband," &c. 

The limits of this article will not 
permit us to dwell upon the merits of 
lereral beautiful pieces of fugitive 
poetry; such as her specimens in 
imitation of Cowley, Monologue on 
^c death of Chatterton, the verses 
occasioned by lady Manners's Qde to 
Solitude [which produced an intima- 
cy between the two ladies] her poem 
entitled, Edwina, inserted in a late 
history of Cumberland, with some 
beautiful little poems, which appear- 
ed in the newspapers of the day, 
and which raised newspaper poetry 
to an eminence it had never before 
attained. We proceed to notice her 
&;hts in the higher regions of epic 

' Her productions in this line, which 
have yet been published, are the Maid 
of Aragon, the Scottish Village, and 
the Siege of Acre. 

The poems which we have above 
alluded to, 9^und with beautiful and 
glowing imi^ry ; but in critical jus- 
ik^ k mivst here be admitted, thc^t 
amidst the most luxuriant de'scrip- 
lioDs, and the most smooth and ele- 
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gant numbers, we find inequalities, 
whicii prove tJiat our fair authoress 
had been more intent upon seizing 
the pictul*es of those images, which, 
in the enthusiasm of genius, crowded 
upon her mind, than in polishing what 
she had written* 

This objection, indeed, may be ap- 
plied to most of her poems, and 
those passages which abound in ani- 
mated and impressive imagery, throw 
into stronger contrast the few lines 
which appear inharmonious and pro- 
saick. 

It must still, however, be allowed, 
notwithstanding these objections, that 
nothing can exceed the charms of 
the poetry, in jgfljiiy'of the passages ; 
thus, in the Maid of Aragon, the 
Old Aragonian King, the Fair 0»* 
mida, the Moorish Prince, and the 
French De €ouci, are so many dis- 
tinct portraits, coloured by the vivid 
pen of genius ; whilst in the tragedy 
of Albma, the characters of Old 
Westmoreland and Gondibert, are 
portrayed in the grandest style, and 
display an intimate acquaintance with 
the age of chivalry. 

The wopderful facility of this lady's 
pen, and the rapidity with which, if 
we may be allowed the term, the 
flashes of her genius were transferred 
to her paper, is not less remarkable 
than the strength and variety of itsr 
powers. Her productions, indeed, 
from that sprightliness and ease, by 
which they are characterized, exhibit 
those spontaneous coruscations of 
genius, which all the lat)oured exer- 
tions of art must despair to accom- 
plish. 

— Ipse volens facilisque sequetiir. 
Si te Fata vocant ; aliter non viribus uUi» 
Vincere, nee duro poteris convellere ferro. 

In all the walks of the legitimate 
drama, Mrs. Cowley has left ample 
specimens, to entitle her to rank with, 
the first dramatick authors of the day. 
Scorning to attempt ephemeral fame, 
to administer to the perverted taste 
of the times, to court the acclama- 
tion of the galleries, and implore the 
aid of the griipaceri the painter, or 
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the machinist, Mrs. Cowley, like the 
veteran Cumberland, has never de- 
serted those banners of legitimate 
comedy, under which she first en- 
listed. 

Equally at home in the sublime 
and pathetick, as in the humorous, 
she entered at once into the feelings 
of a hero, or a monarch, with as 
much success as into those of a slop- 
seller, or a coquette. Doiley, in the 
farce of Who's the Dupe, is perhaps 
unrivalled on the stage ; whilst Gra- 
dus, Doricourt, Flutter, Hardy, lord 
Sparkle, and the Pendragons, are 
all distinct and highly coloured por- 
traits. 

We must also here, in justice to 
departed merit, notice her peculiar 
excellence in colouring the female 
character. For proof of this we cai> 
safely rest our appeal to her Miss 
Hardy in the Belles Stratagem, and 
Olivia in the Bold Stroke for a Hus- 
band. 

The last hurried effort of this lady's 
pen was in unison with the excel- 
lence of her heart. It was a little 
poem in aid of benevolence ; an act. 
of charity to one who moved in the 
humble sphere of sexton of the pa- 
rish, and whose little property had 
been swallowed up by the late floods. 

This little poem gives a pathetick 
picture of the poor man's efforts, 
whilst his cottage was overwhelmed ; 
describes his losses ; and delicately 
claims attention towards one whose 
pride was in conflict wiih his pover- 
ty ; one whose situation claimed that 
assistance which he could not bring 
himself directly to beg. 

From her habits, Mrs* Cowley 
might truly be termed a most disin- 
terested votary of the muses. Her 
pen was not guided by mercenary 
views. She wrote merely for the 
pleasure she felt in wiiting. The 
poem of the Siege of Acre, was given 
to a respectable bookseller,, who ask- 
ed for it. She reserved none of her 
m^uscripts, nor did she wait to cor- 
rect tbem. Thus her newspaper 
poetry was written and sent off, (re* 



quently within four and tweoty hours 
after the event which had given birth 
to it. 

Her dramatick habits had given a 
dramatick hue to all her comp>osi- 
tions ; and we find her occasionally 
assuming a fictitious signature, and 
answering or addressing some love- 
sick youth, or despairing maid, where 
existence to her was merely ideal. 

In this lady's conversation (and 
the writer of this article has had the 
pleasure of having been occasionally 
present) there was nothing of that 
proud superiority which -personst 
possibly of more learning, but less 
genius, sometimes assume to awft 
and intimidate. Easy and affable in 
her manners, it was ever Mrs. Cow- 
ley's endeavour to raise to a level 
with herself, those whose timidity 
would have placed below it. 

Sometimes, indeed, she would en- 
liven the topick under discussion 
with some sprightly sallies; but these 
were bright without being daazling» 
the spontaneous effusions of genius» 
emanating from an excellent heart* 
and corrected by a well regulated 
mind. 

The same ease and affability which 
distinguished her conversatioa, cha« 
racterised her epistolary correspon- 
dence, where the ease and femiiiarity 
of the style soothed any sense of in- 
feriority, and rendered her letters 
probably not the least perfect of her 
compositions. 

Mrs. Cowley was married at a ve- 
ry early period to a gentleman who 
died in India, a captain in the compa« 
ny*s service, and brother to Mr. Cow- 
ley, an eminent merchant of Catea* 
ton street. 

She has lell a son, now at the bart 
and a daughter, married in India to 
the Rev. Dr. Brown, provost of the 
magnificent college of Calcutta. 
^ The following is a list of her prin^ 
cipal known publications* viz. 

Epic fiocvis — The Mwd of Ara- 
gon ; Scottish ;Viliage ; and Siege of 
Acre. 

2rfl;ff(r(fi>«.— Albina, Fatgof Sparta. 
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Com^cit^t.— The Runtway ; Belles 
Stratagem ; Which is the Man ; A 
Bold Stroke for a Husband; More 
Ways than One ; A Day in Turkey ; 
Both Ends of the Town; Second 
Thoughts are Best ; with the farce 
•^ Who's the Dupe. 



These) as they have individually 
passed the ordeal of criticism, and 
would be an acquisition to the libra- 
ry, we hope to see republished in a 
collective shape. 



AJ^ECDOTES. 



ROLF KR AGE, with a party of 
hk warriours, once entered a house 
in Sweden. The Swedes, who hated 
^imi lighted a fire according to the 
castom of those days, in the middle 
of the room. But they gradually add* 
cd so much fiiel to the fire, that the 
heat became intolerable. When 
Rolf perceived there was no passage 
ht a retreat from the upper part of 
the room where he and his friends 
sat ; and that the Swedes, who occu- 
lted the lower part, might go out 
wherever they thought proper, he 
calmly inquired into uieir motives for 
such conduct ? ^< Wc mean nothing 
at aU," sud the Swedes in a scoffing 
tone. ^ Rolf and his men are known 
not to dread either fire or steel!** 
**Truel** said Rdfe, « we will there- 
fore show you that we even dare to 
sdd fuel to the fire, and then to pass 
through it.*' Rolf, and his followers, 
then threw their shields into the fire^ 
by which the flames were, for a 
moment subdued ; when they leaped 
over it, and chastised the wanton 
malignity of the Swedes. Hardihood 
was at that time a quality so requisite 
b a hero, that Rolf could not have 
iolicited them to spare his life, with- 
out disgrace. This happy thought 
safed both his life and honour. 

IN the diocese of Aggershuus, 
in Norway,. liv#d many years ago a 
gentlemm, whose life was remafka- 
bie, though it has not excited much 
pi^lick curiosity. He had been a 
Student^ and was afterwards appoint* 



ed to a vicarage ; but feeling no in- 
clination for the church, he resigned, 
and was made a ju^ce of the peace 
for the province of LowerRommerige, 
which situation he filled during twen* 
ty years. As he resided always in 
the country, agriculture soon became 
the principal object of his attention. 
He carried it on cBllgently himself, 
and encouraged others to follow his 
example.— -It was his delight to hus- 
band uncultivated lands, and improve 
those already cultivated. He, there- 
fore, greatly promoted fertility and 
opulence among his neighbours and 
others. To increase this benefit, ho 
bestowed great pains, particularly in 
his latter years, in the improvement 
of agriculture, and in encouraging 
and rewarding industry. He was a 
gentleman of independent circum- 
stances, had no children, lived frugal- 
ly, and daily increased his store. He 
was, therefore, able to render ser* 
vices to others, in a manner which 
did him honour. Many benevolent 
traits of his life have either been for- 
gotten, or not remarked. Some, how* 
ever, are recorded, which deserve 
notice here. 

In the year 1 748, when the inha- 
bitants of Lower Rommerige were 
distressed for seed com, he lent them 
eighty quarters of oats of hb own 
growth, on condition, that it should 
be paid, as circumstances might 
make it convenient. Part of it re- 
mained unpaid at his death, in 1750, 
and he never attempted to enfor$;e 
payment during hie life time. 
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In the preceding year, he pur* 
chased a large, but neglected, and 
badly cultivated &rm in the parish of 
Hoeland, which he improved in such 
a manner, that the annual seed in- 
creased from 1 5 to 35 quarters, and 
the crop from 35 to from 3 to 300 
quarters Having thus established 
this farm, he presented it to a poor 
farmer's boy (not related to himself) 
"whom he had brought up in rural 
economy; and thinking him like* 
ly to -become an able manager, he 
further gave him 2000 dollars. 

He also purchased a fourth part of 
a farm, which he improved greatly, 
and presented it to an old and faithful 
servant, whom be bad also brought 
up to the study of agriculture. 

Independent of these estates, he 
had three others in the parish of Fend, 
as well as other latkls; and, in order 
to be certain that these lands, by 
being well cultivated, might yield 
benefitb to those who had inclination, 
-without means, to become purchasers, 
he made known, that he would dis- 
pose oi them to young and industrious 
poor peopie, on such conditions, as 
Tirould suit their circumstances. He 
projHisecl, that -they should pay him 
a stn ill sum annually during his life ; 
Und, ai nis decease, the property to 
belong to them and their heirs, with* 
out any turther payment. But before 
this noble intention was effected, he 
died ; and many young people had to 
regret ihtir having lost such an ex- 
cellent opportunity of establishing 
their future welfare. 

The people in the neighbourhood 
^alously followed bis worthy exam- 
pie, which induced Lembak to confer 
on them silver medals in t^timony 
of his high sense of their exertions. 

He also distributed rewards for the 
extermination of ruinous animals, 
and birds of prey. 

Thus this generous patriot sub- 
stantially proved, how near the weK 
fare of his country dung to his heart, 
by encouraging and assisting the far- 
mers ; but Lembak's zeal was not 
confin^ to thfit. particular class of 



men. Wherever he found in^aatrj'^ 
it was always sure of meeting his 
countenance. The female peaswits 
in the neighbourhood never exhibit- 
ed to him their work but he imnie« 
diately made purchases ; and com- 
mending their diligence^ paid them 
a highei' price than they demanded 
for their goods, although he might 
have bought them better and cheaper 
elsewhere. From the poor cottagers, 
who were capable of manu&ctuiing 
wooden ware, he bought ploughs, 
harrows, and other implements of 
husbandry, even when he cfid not 
want them. Beneficent as he thus 
proved himself to the industrious, he 
was inexorable to vagrants, whom 
he not only denied his assistance, buA 
even made it a point to see them con- 
veyed to places where they would be 
forced to labour. 

In domestjck life, he proved himself 
a virtuous and considerate man ; paid 
the highest regard to religion ; and 
acted in his situation according te 
the dictates of conscience. He dress* 
ed and lived frugally ; it was pleasing 
to him to gain in an honest way ; but 
it was still more agreeable for him 
to lay out what he had gained ^to real 
advantage. Whenever he received 
rents, or any other cert^n, or uncer- 
tain revenue, he said : " This shall 
be planted in the ground, and bear 
fruit." 

When his pubUck or private con- 
cerns afforded him moments of lei- 
sure, his chief amusements consbted 
in reading. and musick. He sang 
songs of his own composition, and 
accompanied himself on the guitar. 
He read good books, particularly the 
works of the immortal Holberg, on 
which he placed the highest value, 
as he had been personally acquainted 
with the author. 

In Lembak's country, the firuit of 
his individual industry, which dtf> 
fus^ its wholesome spirit among th« 
inhabitant% is every where conspi- 
cuous, and presents the noblest 
memorial of his existence. It was a 
clause in his will ; That he shouM 
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"bt bom to bis grave by twelve of 
the most diligent fkrtning peasants^ 
to whom he bequeathed a present for 
their trouble. His wish was accord- 
isgly indulged ; and each peasant 
expended the sum allotted to him, 
on a piece of plate, which their de- 
scendants preserve in memory of 
the beneficent and honest Niels 
Lembak* 

When Charles the Twplfth inva- 
ded Norway, in the year 1716, the 
main body of his army advanced to- 
wards Christiana, whence a detach- 
ment was sent to destroy the silver 
works at Konsberg. On this expe- 
dition a party of 800 horsemen, com- 
manded by colonel Loeven, passed 
through a narrow defile in the Hares- 
tuewood, and quartered for the night 
at Norderhoug, in the neighbourhood 
of which a small detachment of Nor- 
wegian dragoons had been stationed 
to watch the motions of the enemiy. 
The Swedish commander, who put 
up at the parsonage, soon after his 
arrival received information that the 
Norwegians were only at the dis- 
tance of three miles, and altogether 
^orant of his arrival. Mrs. Anna 
O^Uoemsen, the wife of the clergy- 
nan, who was confined at the lime to 
his bed, happened to overhear a con- 
saltation among her guests, in which 
it was resolved to attack the Norwe- 
gians by break of day, and then to 
march against Konsberg« She im- 
mediately determined to apprize her 
countrymen of their danger. In the 
mean time the greatest attention 
was paid to her guests; and, while 
she appeared wholly occupied in pro- 
ving for their entertainment, im- 
proved her information. She display- 
ed equal apparent benevolence to- 
warcTs the comforts of the private 
soldiers ; and, on pretext of wanting 
other necesatri^ to complete their 
entertainment, she despatched a ser- 
vant, as it were, to procure them. 

The Swedish colonel, in the 
mean timt, inquired of Mrs* Col- 
bioernsen the road to St^en^ where 



he intended to station his outposts> 
and was completely deceived by her 
replies. He ordered his horses to 
be kept in readiness at the door ; but 
she contrived to make the grooms 
drunk, upon which she put the hor- 
ses in the stable and locked the door^ 
Her next object was, under the plea 
of compassion, to obtain permission 
of the colonel to light a fire in the 
yard to comfort his men. This fire 
she insensibly increased to such a 
degree, that it served as a beacon to 
giUide the Norwegians to the spot. 
For she had. informed her country- 
men that a fire would be the signal 
for them to advance. Every thing 
succeeded to her utmost wishes, and 
her address and intrepidity were re- 
warded by the arrival of the Norwe- 
gians af her house without dwcovery. 
They took the Swedish colonel pri- 
soner, and either cut to pieces or 
put to flight the whole of his party* 
Upon which they sat down to the en- 
tertainment which Mrs. Colbioemsen 
had provided for their enemies. 

The next morning she went out) 
in company with another female, to 
view the field of battle. The Swedes, 
who had fled during night, in the 
mean time, rallied, and being still 
superiour in numbers to the Norwe- 
gians, they resolved to attack them ; 
but, being ignorant of the force of 
the enemy, they sent out a reconnoi- 
tring party, who, falling in with Mrs. 
Colbioemsen, the corporal rode up to 
her, and pointing his carabine to her 
breast, demanded instant information 
as to the position and numbers of the 
Norwegians. Her companion fainted 
away; but Mrs. Colbioemsen boldly 
asked : ^*Is it the order of your king 
to shoot old womert V* The corporal 
abashed, removed his carabine, but 
persisted in his first question. '< As 
to their numbers," she replied, « that 
you may easHy find out, as they are 
this moment mustering behind the 
church in order to pursue you. More 
I cannot tell you, not having counted 
them. But this I know, they are as 
nymerousa8tJi|:bj^^j^^p.'* Be- 
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lying upon this intelligence^ the par* was their coniuston and disorcler^ 
ty returned to their countrymeiH that many were taken by the aatltes, 
who fled in all directions* And such and many lost in the forests. 
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RSCBNT AMBRICAIf PUBLICATIONS. 

By the principal BookteHrra in Pfdladel' 
phiGf Republithedt 

Calebs in Search of a Wife ; compre- 
hending observations on domestick ha- 
bits and manners, religion and morals. 2 
vols, price %\ 75, 

JBy Birch and Small, Philadelphia, Repub* 
Uthed, 

Adventures of Roderick Random. In 
2 vols, handsomely bound, at the low price 
ofgZ 

By Bradford and Jntkeep, Philadelphia, 
Published, 

Physiological Researches upon life and 
Death. By Xav. Bichat, physician of the 
Hotel Dieu, professor of anatomy, physi- 
ology, and medicine, and member of se- 
veral learned societies. Translated from 
the French by Tobias Watkins, member 
of the medical and chirurgical faculty of 
. Maryland, physician to tlie marine hospi- 
tal of Baltimore, &c. 

A Charge, delivered at a late publick 
commencement, July 27, 1809, to the se- 
nior class of the Philadelphia Academy, 
upon their having completed the course 
of study prescribed by that institution. 
By James Aberci-ombie, D. D. one of the 
assistant ministers of Christ Church and 
St. Peters, and director of the academy. 

AUo-^-A Valedictory Oi-ation, delivered 
on the same occasion. 

By Bopkint and Earle, Philadelphia, puB* 
liehed, 

A Compendious s^'stem of Greek Gram- 
mar, in English and Greek, literally trans- 
lated from the latest edition of Wetten- 
hall's Grammar. For the use of schools. 
By William P. Farrand. The second edi- 
tion [now wholly translated] revised and 
enlarged with notes. 

Milner's Church History, volume iv. 

The whole is now complete and ready 
for subscribers. Price g9. 

By Jamee Humphreys, PhUadelphia, Re» 
published, 
Caledonian Sketches; or, A Tour 
ttkTough Scotland, in 1807, To which 



is prefixed. An Explanatory Address to 
the Publick on a recent TriaL By Sir 
John Carr, author of the Northern Suxo- 
mer, &c. &c. 

By James Humphreys, Bradford and Jnr 
sheep. Hall and Pierie, and C. 6f J. Cw^ 
rad U Co. Philadelphia, Publithed^ 
A pamphlet, entitled. Proofs of the Cor- 
ruption of General James Wilkinson, ani 
of his connexion with Aaron Burr, &c. 
By Daniel Clark, of New Orleans. 
** Justice, though slow, is sure — Vcar 

geance 
O'ertakes the swiftest villain's guilt.'* 

By Thomas and William Bradford, PbUa- 
tlelphia, HepubU^d, 

A Guide to Prayer ; or, A Free and 
Rational Account of the Gift, Grace^ and 
Spirit of Prayer ; with plain directioiis 
how every Christian may attain them. 
By I. Watts, D. D. 

Lord (each ns to pray, Luke ix. 1. 

By tVamer U Hasuia, and Joltn Vance & 

Co. Baltitaore, Republished, 

Tnie Piety; or, Gie Day Well Spent: 
being a CatkoUck Manual of chosen pray- 
ers, devout practices, and solid instruc- 
tions. Adapted to every state of life. Ta- 
ken partly from the French. 

" Ask and you shall receive, that your 
joy may be full." St. John xvi. 2. 

First American edition with considera- 
ble additions. By a CathoHck Clerg\'aian 
of Baltimore, and with the authorHy <rf 
the Right Rev. Bishop Carroll 
By Thomas and JVTdppU, J^ewbwyptrt, 
Mass. Published, 

Eighteen Sermons, preached by the late 
Rev. George Whitefield, A. M. Taken 
verbatim in short hand, ta^ faitMiiBsr 
transcribed by Joseph Gumey. Revised 
by Andrew Gifibrd, D. D. . 

PROPOSBB AMERICAir P#BLTCAT10Kt. 

Bradford tmd Inskeep, Philadelphia, 
propose 

To republish— Sfakspeare Illustrated ; 
or the novels and historiea on which the 
plays of Shaksp^are are founded, collect- 
ed, and tra^l^iil^ij, <jr9i5,^^<^pnals. By 



UTE^ART IKTELUGENCK. 



21S 



Mn. Le&ox, author of the female Quix- 
•te, fcc. urith critical remarks and bio- 
graphical aketebcs of the writer. By M. 
M. Noah. In 2 vola. octavo. 

Mdthew Carey, Philadelphia, 
To republish, Fordyce's Sermons to 
Toimg Ladies. 

]^imber £# Conrad, and Johnson U Warner, 
Philadelphia, 
To republish, Arrowsmith's Maps of 
America, £urope, Asia, and Africa. 

Perhaps there is no science, which 
bleods more intimately the pleasing with 
the useful, than that which makes us ac- 
qaainled with the figure and the laws of 
motion of the - globe, which we inhabit^ 
together with the relative position, and 
natural and artificial boundaries of the 
continents, countries, islands, seas, rivers, 
mountains. Sec. with which its surface is 
dircnified. It is a study, which at once 
amuses the imagination, exercises the 
memory, and strengthens the judgment; 
and is of primary importance in the edu- 
cttipn of youth, before the latter faculty 
is so far unfolded as to render tlie pupil 
competent to more severe studies. 

Mr. Locke, in his ti*act entitled " Some 
Thoughts concerning £ducation," ob- 
serves : •* Geography, 1 think, should be 

1 begun with ; for the learning of the figure 
of the globe, the situation and boundaries 
of the four parts of the world, and those of 
particular kingdoms and countries being 
only an exercise ot the eyes and memory's 

' a child ^ith pleasure wiU learn and retam 
th«m ; tad this is so certain, that I now 
live in the house with a child, whom his 
inother had so well instructed in this 
way, in geography, that he knew the li- 
mits of the feur parts of the world, QOiild 
readily point, being asked, to any country 
OR the globe, or any county in the map 
of England, knew all the gjeat rivers, 
promontories, straits, and bays, in the 
vorld, and coidd find the longitude and 
latitude of any place before he was six 
years old. These things that he will thus 
lewn by sight, and have by rote, are not 
&U» I cooiess, that he is to learn upon 
the gtobes. But yet they are a good step 
and preparation for it, and Mnll make tlie 
reroalnder oiuch easier, when his judg- 
ment Is grown ripe enough for it ; bc- 
aides that it gets so much time now, and 
by the pleasuse of knowing things, leads 
him insensibly to the gaining of laiir 
pttffes.'* 

This science is not only of importance 
to be taught to children, but adults will 
derive ^mX advantages from its cultiva- 
tioiu Scarce a page in history cai^ be 



read, and its import understood without 
the assistance m maps. They are indis- 
pensably necessary in order to enable us 
to comprehend tne causes and calculate 
on the consequences of the wonderful 
.events which are now developing on the 
grand theatre of Europe. Editors of 
newspapers, and of other political and 
scientifick peinodlcal publications, whose 
duty it is to convey to the American pub- 
lick correct information on the above men- 
tioned subjects, will find themselves lost 
in a wilderness of conjectures, without the 
assistance of accurate maps, to be referred 
to, whenever they haxard an opinion upon 
articles of important intelligence. With- 
out a competent knowledge of the tono- 
graphy of the kingdoms and republicks, 
which have come within the vortex of the 
powers, which haye convulsed the eastern 
hemisphere, and shaken the civilized 
world to its centre, the best written ac- 
counts of the efforts of the contending 
nations will be involved in obscurity, and 
afford the reader but little instruction. 

Of such consequence was tliis science 
esteemed by the literati and politicians of 
France, that soon after the revolution, 
they founded topographical schools, in 
which the knowleoge of geography was 
carried to a pitch of almost incredible 
accuracy.* 

Aided by the labours and intelligence 
of the pupils of these schools, the French 
are enabled »to explore every part of the 
habitable globe for the purpose of busi- 
ness, pleasure, or conquest, without the 
necessity of recurring to guides, or the 
casual and precarious information, which 
may be gleaned from the inhabitants of 
the countries they visit. It is hoped that 
Americans will not suffer themselves to 
be surpassed by any nation in a science 
of such utility and importance. 

Impressed with these sentiments, we 
are happy in announcing to the publick, 
that Messrs. Kimber and Conrad, ami 
Johnson and "Warner, have now in the 
bands of the best eng^vers in this city, 
Arrowsmith's Maps of America, Europe, 
Asia, and Africa. These will be executed 
in a style equal to tlie London engravings, 
and on the same scale, and it is believed 
the prices will be considerably lower than 
they can be imported for. They have 
likewise engaged to have made under 
their directions, Geog^phical Globes. 
First, those of twelve inches diameter, 
and afterwards the otlier sizes as the 
sales may require. 

• See ^milat De La Croix, and oth^ 
French vtritv^^ om this mhject. 

Digitized by Vji^VJV IC 



^16 



LITERARY INTEIXIGEKCE. 



JK II, Smith and M, Canon, Buntkigdony 
Pennsylvania, 
To publish by subscription-— The Hun* 
tingdon Literary liuseum, and Montlily 
Miscellany. Exclusively devoted to amuse- 
jnent and instruction. By W. R. Smith 
and M. Canan. To be published monthly, 
at three dollars per annum. 

JBenjamin andTfwmaa Kite of Philadelphia, 
Have in press — The Works of Thomas 
Sydenham, M. D. on Acute and Chronick 
Diseases ; illustrated with notes, adapted 
to the medical practice of the United 
States. By Benjamin Rush, M. D. profes- 
sor of the institutes and practice of me- 
d^ d ne, and of clinical practice in the Uni- 
tWsity of Pennsylvania. To be comprised 
in one large octavo volume. 

They have also in press, and nearly 
ready for publication, a handsome quarto 
family Bible. 

The Philadelphia Company of Booksellera, 
Have in press — A new edition of Dr. 

Rush's Medical Inquiries and Observa* 

tions ; with considerable additions. In 4 

volumes octavo. 

A translation of Emerigon is preparing 

for the press by a Gentleman of Baltimore. 

Abner^lffital, BdUimore, proposes. 
To publSh by subscription — ^Lectures 
on the Nature and End of tlie Sacred Of- 
fice, and on the Dignity, Duty, Qualifica- 
tions, and Character of the Sacred Order. 
By John Smith, D. D. one of the ministers 
at Campbelton. In 1 vol. octavo, price 
gl 50. 

J. Kingston, Baltimore, 
To publish by subscription— The Read- 
er's Cabinet ; consisting- of more than a 
hundred papers original and extracted in 
prose and verse — recommended by tlie 
following clergymen : Rev. Dr. Bend, Rev. 
Mr. Ingle, Rev. Mr. Richards, Rev. Mr. 
Knox, Rev. Mr. Sinclair, and the follow- 
ing teachers : Messrs. J. Brown, William 
Tuns tall, D. E. Reese and J. Livingston. 
Price to subscribers one dollar. 

Daniel Fenton, Trenton, JVevt Jersey, 

To republish by subscription — A Plea 

for Religion, and the S.icred Writings; 

addressed to wavering Christians of every 

denomination. By the Rev. David Simp- 

- son, M. A. 

D. Long-morth, JWw York, 
To republish — Grieving's A Folly; a 
new comedy. By Richard Leigh, Esq. — 
And Two Faces Under a Hood, an opera. 
By T. Dibdin. 

tViUiatns and Whiting, JVew Torh, 
To i-epublish by subscription in 3 vols. 
Syo. illustrated with foui* maps of ^ancient 



geography. The Sacred and Profane ffiS^ 
tory of the World, connected from the 
creation of the world 4o the dissolution 
of the Assyrian empire, at the death of 
Sardanapalus, and to the declension of the 
kingdoms of Judah and Israel, under the 
reigns of Ahaz and Pekah ; including the 
Dissertation on the Creation and Fall of 
Mim. By Samuel Shuckford, D. D. cha* 
plain in ordinary to his majesty, George IL 
Lincoln and Edmonds, Boston, 
To republish by subscription — ^The Sys- 
tem of Doctrines contained in Divine Re- 
velation, explained and defended. Showing 
their consistence and connexion with each 
other. To which is added, a Treatise on 
the Millennium. From the author's cor- 
rected copy. By the late Samuel Ho^iEiiis, 

D. D. In two volumes 8vo. An elegant 
portrait and brief sketch of the author 
will be prefixed to the work. 

E. Sergeant, JV. York, and MunroCf Fran' 

cis, and Parker, Boston, 
To republish — Universal Biography ; 
containing a copious account, critical aad 
historical, of the life and character, hi' 
hours, and actions, of eminent persoBi, 
of all ages and countries, condi^ons $bA 
professions, arranged in alphabetical oi^ 
der. By J. Lempriere, D. D. author of the 
Classical Dictionary. 

Daniel Johnson, Portland, 
To republish by subscription— The 
Science of Legislation. Translated from 
the Italian of Gaetano fHangieri. By Ri- 
chard Clayton. 

Levi S. Lyon, attorney at lats, Sawmnaht 
Oeorgia. 
To publish by subscription — Cases de- 
termined in the Superiour Courts in the 
gtate of Geoi*gia. 

Thomas and Whipple, JVewburyport, 
To republish— A Compendious Systen 
of Universal Geography, designed for 
schools. Compilea from the latest and 
most distinguished European and Ameri- 
can travellers, voyagers and geograpfaen. 
By Elijah Parish, D. D. minister of Byfield, 
Massachussetts. 

Tlie Military Companion : being a qyi- 
tem of Company Discipline, foimded on 
the regulations of Baron Steuben, late 
major general and inspector gehml of 
the army of the United States. Containing 
the manual exercise, facings, steps, turn- 
ings, wheelings, miscellaneous evolutions, 
and firings. Together with the duty of 
officers and privates. Ornamented with 
handsome copper-plates of company evo- 
lutions. Designed for the use of the mi- 
litia. Third edition^ improved*. Copy right- 
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Letiff 8 et Pens^es du Mar^chal Prince de Lirne, publics par Madame la Baronn* 
de Stael Holsteiil. Letters and Thoughts of Marshal Prince de Linie, published 
by the Baroness de Stael Holstein. 3 vols, octavo, price 10«. London, 1809. 



THE name of the fair editor, 
which graces the title page of this 
publication^ mighty alone^ afford a 
strong presumption in its favour. 
For in this mode of literary adoption^ 
the judgment of a writer.of her high 
reputation and discernment, cannot 
be biassed by those parental feelings 
which too often are the prolifick 
source of selfdelusion. Indeed, some 
over cautious criticks, knowing the 
lady's extraordinary turn of mind ; 
her romantick democracy ; her sub- 
tle metaphy sicks, and htv ficrfectabi^ 
Hty of mdftncholyy* might pause a 
while, thinking it likely that, not- 
withstanding her acknowledged ta- 
lents, the work she has thus ushered 
before the publick, might be a stu- 
pendous production of the genuine 
German school. In this, however, 
they will be most agreeably disap- 
pointed. " The marshal prince de 
Ligne," as the editor tells us in her 
preface [page 1 and/ia««OT] ** was ac- 

♦ Madame de Stacl has written to provCf 
that the absohite perfection of human na- 
ture is a state of perfect melancholy; and 
that we are distinguished from brutes, 
only by a disposition to arrive at that 
^rfect state : to express which^ shjg has 
coined the word p^fi9tibUit4* 
TOLfU* 



knowledged by all Frenchmen (those 
of happier times, of course) as one 
of the liveliest, best bred men in 
Finance. And seldom did they give 
that praise to a man who was not 
bom among them. The prince de 
Ligne is even the only foreigner, 
perhaps, who in French composition, 
may be taken as a model, instead 
of being considered as a copyist. 
[We know another foreigner, much 
superiour to the prince in the ori- 
ginality of his French composi- 
tions ; we mean our countryman Ha- 
milton.] His bravery had that dashing 
character of impetuosity, which is 
usually attributed to French courage* 
There is reason to suspect, that on 
various occasions, since the date of 
his letters, the prince de Ligne would 
have wished for more opportunities 
to display his French bravery against 
the French. *' It follows of course, 
that the editor has not taken upon 
herself to refute or to support, any 
of the opinions maintained by the 
prince de Ligne, on different sub- 
jects," &c. This alludes principally 
to the sentiments expressed by the 
prince on the French nation, and 
French revolution ; sentiments not 
perfectly 90PS«9i449dt|pft of tho 
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editor, or to those of the present 
ruler of France. This blemish, how- 
ever, will not weigh heavily aq:ainst 
the prince de Lig^ne in the judgment 
of our readers. And they will peruse, 
with a lively interestf the spontane- 
ous effusions of a nobleman already 
known by several valuable publica- 
tions on history, and on military af- 
fairs. A nobleman who saw his com- 
pany courted, and his conversation 
sought after by the greatest men of 
his age ; who served his sovereign 
successfully, botu in the cabinet, and 
in the 6eld ; who enjoyed the favour 
and even the intimacy, of sh: crown- 
ed heads ; among whom were Frede- 
rick II. of Prussia, Joseph II. of Aus- 
tria, and Catharine II. of Russia; 
who, to the most brilliant gallantry 
joined the most accurate judgment, 
with the most thorough knowledge 
of the world ; and who, in the midst 
of courts, knew how to flatter with- 
out degrading himself, and to speak 
the truth without offending the deli- 
cate ears, of majesty. The following 
extracts display the true character of 
the prince de Ligne's work ; and 
therefore we shall introduce them 
Mithout further preliminaries. 

The first is an extract from a 
sprightly account given by the prince 
of a journey in company with their 
imperial majesties of Russia and 
Austria, and holding conversations 
with them on subjects so interesting 
and important, that we will not lose 
the privilege of listening. We have 
seldom an opportunity of joining such 
distinguished society, or of visiting 
the distant region to which a few 
lines will now transport us. 

" 1 fancy myself still dreaming, when 
in the corner of a coach with six seats, 
wiiich is a real triumphal chariot, adorned 
with cyphers in precious stones, 1 find 
myself seated between two persons, on 
whose shoulders the heat often makes me 
fall asleep, and from whom, in waking', I 
hear these expressions : — *' I have tliirty 
millions of subjects, as they say, reckoning 
only the males/—* I have twenty-two,* 
replies tlie other, 'including all.'—* I ought 
to have an army of at least six hundred 
Uiousand men,* says the first, • from Kara- 
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ber,' answers the second, * I am exactly 
suited.* 

" In our carriage, we pass in review all 
states and all great people. God knows 
how we treat them. ' Rather than sub- 
scribe to the separation of thirteen pro- 
vinces, like my brother George,' said 
Catharine the second, * I would have shot 
myself'^* And rather than dismiss my- 
self, as my brother and brother-in-law 
have done, by convoking and reassembling 
the nation to talk of abuses, I know not 
what I would have done,' said Joseph the 
second. 

" They agreed in opinion also respecting 
the king of Sweden, whom tliey did not 
like, and against whom the empoour 
said he had taken a prejudice in Italy, on 
account of a robe de chambre of blue and 
silver, with a bunch of diamonds. They 
allowed liim energy, talent, and under- 
standing.-' Yes certainly,* I said in his 
defence (for the favours conferred by him 
on me, and jthe marks of a great charac- 
ter which I have seen him display, attaclk 
me to him) * Your majesty really ought to 
prohibit a dreadful libel, which dares to 
treat as a Don Quixote, a prince of excel- 
lent qualities, amiable, and endowed with 
genius.* 

" Their imperial majesties sometimes 
felt one another's pulse m respect to those 
poor devils, the Turks; and they threw 
out observations, looking at one another. 
As an admirer of glorious antiquity, and 
a little fond of novelty, I spoke of re-es- 
tablishing tlie Greeks; and Catharine 
wished to give birth again to Lycurguses 
and Solons. For my part, I spoke of Al- 
cibiades : but Joseph the second, who at- 
tends more to the future than the past, 
and is more attached to substance than 
imagination, inquired : • What the dcvU 
must we do with Constantinople ?' 

•* In this manner, they captured several 
islands and provinces, without appearing 
to be engaged in any thing particular; 
aiid I said witliin myself: * Your majesties 
will only capture miseries.' — * We treat 
him too well,' said the emperour, speaking 
of me ; * he has not sufficient respect for 
us. Do you know, madame, that he was 
in love with one of my father's mistresses ; 
and tliat he defeated me when just enter- 
ing into hfe, in a contest for a marchioness, 
who was beautiful as an angel, and who 
was the first love of us both ?' 

" Here is no reserve betwcep these two 
great sovereigns. They related to each 
other the most interesting circumstances, 
* Has your life never been attenipted ? 
I have been menaced.— I have received 
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oonyiBCtM IcticTfl. Here is &. confbssor'B 
ule»-*-And delightful details unknown to 
tbe whole world, &c." 

The writer's portrait of prince Po- 
temkin will be interesting to others 
beside those who wish to form a judg- 
ment of Russian commanders. 

*' Behold a generaUn-chief, who seems 
Uzy, yet his mind is incessantly occu- 
pied; who has no desk but his knees, 
and no comb but his fingers. Always 
stretched at full length, sleeping neither 
day nor night, because he is kept in a 
continual state of agitation, by his zeal 
for the service of his sovereign whom he 
worships as a deity, and because he starts 
9X tlie firing of a run not aimed ag^nst 
hitnstt^ from the idea that it may cost 
the life of some of his soldiers. Fearful 
for others, yet exposing his own person ; 
stopping under the hottest fire of a batte» 
ly to give orders, yet having more of 
Ulysses than of Achilles; uneasy at the 
foresi^t of any kind oi dangers ; g^y in 
the midst of them ; sad when surrounded 
with pleasures ; miserable by too much 
happiness ; benumbed in all his powers 
tf perception ; easily wearied, sullen, in- 
constant, a deep philosopher, an able 
minister, a sublime pohtician, or — a cliild 
of ten years old. In no wise vindictive ; 
apologizing for the slightest pain he has 

fiven ; eag^r to repair an injustice ; be- 
eving that he loves God ; fearing the de- 
vil, whom he conceits to be grater stiQ 
and bulkier than a prince Potemkin; kiss- 
ing one hand to the women he likes ; cross- 
ing himself with the other ; folding his 
aniis on his breast at the foot of a Madona; 
entwining them round the alabaster neck 
of his mistress ; receiving innumerable 
fevours from his great sovereign ; sharing 
them immediately after; accepting lands 
from the empress; returning them imme- 
diately, or paying her debts wiUiout ac- 
quainting her ; selling, then buying again 
immense estates, to erect a co'lonade, or 
plant an English garden ; then parting 
with them again; gambling incessantly, 
tir not at all ; more inclined to give away 
bis money, than to pay his debts; im- 
mensely rich, or pennyless ; alternately 
fbll of suspicions, or of confident g^od 
nature ; of jealousy, or of gratitude ; of 
spleen or oi joke ; easily prejudiced for 
or a^inst ; changing his mind with equal 
fS|cihty; entertaining his generals with 
theology, and his archbishops witli milita- 
ry topicks ; averse to reading, but watch- 
ing closely in conversation, and contra- 
dicting frequently to obtain fiirther infor- 
mation; assuming the most savage or 



the most amiable countenance ; affecting 
the most disgusting or the most pleasing 
manners ; in short, resemoling alternately 
the proudest satrap of the east, or the 
most polished courtier of Louis XIV ; ex- 
cessively harsh according to exteriour ap- 
pearances, but really mild and gentle in 
his heart; fanciful as to his hours, bin 
meals, his rest, and hit amusements; wish- 
ing for every thing hke a child, yet know- 
ing how to support all kinds of privations 
like a great man ; temperate with all the 
appearance of a glutton ; biting his nails 
or munching apples or turnips ; scolding 
'or laughing, mimicking or cursing, gam- 
boling or praying, singing or mecUtating ; 
calling to him, sending away from him, 
calling ag^n twenty aids-de-camp without 
giving then! any orders ; supporting heat 
better than any one, yet always solicitous 
to procure the most voluptuous baths ; 
despising cold, yet apparently unable to 
exist wiUiout furs ; either in his shirt, not 
retaining even drawers, or in regimentals 
laced down all the seams ; either bare- 
footed, or wearing slippers embroidered 
with gold spangles, without eitlier a cap 
or a hat ; [in that equipage I saw him 
once in an engagement] sometimes clad in 
a sable night g^wn ; sometimes in a mag- 
nificent tunick, with his tliree stars, his 
ribands, and diamonds as large as one's 
thumb, round the picture of the empress. 
These diamonds seem intended there to 
attract the balls — bent in two, and huddled 
head to heels when at home. He is tall, 
erect, haughty, beautiful, noble, majes- 
tick or enchanting when he appears at 
the head of his army, like Agamemnon 
surrounded by the kings of Greece. 

•• In what, then, consists his magick art ? 
in his genius; certainly in his genius — 
and ag^in in his genius. He has, besi^^es, 
a great share of natural wit, an excellent 
memory, .an excellent mind. He is keen 
without malice, and artful without cun- 
ning. By tlie happy mixture of his whims 
he gains every heart. When he happens 
to be in the benevolent mood, his genero- 
sity is unbounded; he is graceful and just 
in the distribution of rewards; he pos- 
sesses a great perspicacity ; the talent of 
gpuessing at what he does not know: 
with a thorough understanding of man- 
kind.'' 

To show how the prince do Ligne 
contrived to manage this extraordi- 
nary character, while acting as a 
commissary of the emperour of Aus- 
tria, at the Russian army before Oc- 
zakow, we translate the following 
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|>assage from 6tkt of his tetters ad- 
dressed to tlie emperour Joseph II. 
from the camp before that town. 

** I am here absolutely like a. nursery 
maid; but my child is tall, strong, and very 
froward. Yesterday, again, he asked me : 

• Do you beliere that you came here to 
lead me by the nose ?' — * Do you believe,* 
said I, ' that I would have come, had I 
not expected it ? Lazy and without ex- 
perience, what can you do better, my 
dear prince, than to trust a man anxious- 
ly zealous for your glory, and that of the 
two empires ? So very httle is wanting to 
make you a model of perfection ! Bat 
what can your genius do, if unassisted by 
trusty friendship V 

" The prince told me : * Make your em- 
perour cross the Save, and I will cross 
the Bog.' — * How can you,' said I, * stand 
upon ceremonies, as if you were at the 
door of a drawing room ! My emperour 
gives you up all clsums to precedency. 
There is a Turkish army actinj^ against 
him. There is none opposed to you.'— 

* Do you think,' said he, ' that he would 
giw us crosses of Maria Theresa, and 
accept crosses of St. George for those who 
should distinguish themselves in our two 
armies ?' I saw what he was at He is 
mad for orders. He has only twelve of 
them ; and I assured him that Oczakow 
was well worth our grand cross ; and that 
if he should facilitate to your majesty, the 
taking of Belgrade, he might pretend 
to the order of St. Stephen. I beg, sir, 
you may be pleased to confirm those 
hopes I have given him ; and if our Roman* 
catholicity could bend a little in his fa- 
vour, and promific him the Golden Fleece, 
be would be entirely our own." 

Every one knows, that this Turkish 
war, the result of the interview of 
the two sovereigns, on the banks of 
the Boristhenes, disappointed the in- 
terested views of both parties, equal- 
ly eager Tor the spoil ; but by no 
means agreed as to their respective 
share of it. *« What the d— 1 shall 
we do with Constantinople ?" Joseph 
u^edto say [vol. I. p. 96.] in the un- 
reserved fcimiUarity which prevailed 
among the illustrious travellers and 
their suite, during the whole of their 
extraordinary journey; yet this ap- 
parent friendship covered the heart 
burnings of jealousy, which even 
courtly dissimulation itself, could not 
prevent from breaking out at times. 



TMt dispori^n of ^e two eoii% 

which was indeed to be cxpectedt 
may account in some measure for 
the disasters of Austria and the inao- 
tivity of Russia^ in the first caBfc* 
paign ; but from the publication b^ 
fore us (and we need no better autb(^ 
rity) there is abundant reason to 
believe, that the Turks are a much 
more formidable enemy to the two 
empires, than is generally supposed* 
The prince de Ligne fairly owns as 
much in several of his letters. Wri- 
ting to his sovereign from the camp 
before Oczakow, in October 1788, 
he says [vol. I. p. 193] " The month 
of September will repair the misfor- 
tunes of the Bannat, and the want of 
success in Bosnia. Could any one 
have believed, that this shattered} 
Mussulman empire, should have re- 
duced Russia to so mortifying a 
situation ?" Again, in a letter to 
marshal de Lazy, December 1789 
[vol. I. p. 226] " Nothing can be 
thought of at St. Petersburgh, until 
peace is made with Constantinople. 
The day the news arrived there that 
Bulgakoff had been sent to the Se- 
ven Towers, the empress was almost 
sorry for it." The reason of this is, 
we think, explained by details which 
the prince de Ligne gives on the 
Turkish mode of warfare, &c We 
shall extract some of these : passim. 

« I see Turks [vol. II. p. 13, letter to 
M. Segur] who pass for being void even 
of common sense in war, yet carry it on 
with ft kind of method i who scatter them* 
selves to prevent the fire of our artillery 
and of our battalions from being directed 
against them ; aiming perfecUy, and firing 
always at collected objects ; by th*t sharp 
shooting, hiding their own kind of ma- 
noeuvres ; lurking in every cleft, in every 
hollow, or on trees ; or else advancing m 
number 40 or 50, with a standard, wfich 
they carry, running, and place foi-ward to 
gain grouml. They first kneel on the 
ground to fire ; they then step back to re- 
load, and so on in succession till by another 
race, in advance, they carry their whirl- 
wind, and their standard furtlier. These 
standards are intended to mark the line, 
so that the head of none of these littk 
troops should outpass that of another. 
Imagine the most dreadful y^Us« the cries 
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md causing^ dismay amone the Chmtiansi 
fidd to that, the cutting off of heads, and 
the whole is, I think, temfick enough. 
How in the name of wonder, could my 
father and three uncles, who fought 
tgftinst the Turks, say, that their order 
M maich resembled the flight of g^eese, 
that it was shaped like a pig^s head, 
ar like the euneut of the ancients ? thus 




I hare seen nothing which could inf> 
duee the idea that the like ever existed 
among them.** 

In the next letter addressed to thb 
same gentleman, also dated from 
Oczakow, 1st September 1788, the 
prince de Ligne enters into some 
flirther details on the same subject ; 
to which he adds his sentiments on 
the means of enabling the Christians 
to fight the infidels on better terms. 
This last part has been a good deal 
abridged by the editor, through fear 
of mistakes. And we shall omit it 
altogether, when not intimately con- 
nected with our object, which is to 
convey information on the mode of 
Turkish warfare. 

** They run, they climb, they leap, 
because they are lightly clad, and lightly 
armed. The weight carried by the stupid 
Christians, reduces them to the bare pow- 
er of moYifu;* I had been told that the 
Turks fou{^ with their arms naked, to 
have a free use of them, and to cut off 
heads more dexterously. But this may 
be more naturally accounted for. They 
wear neither shirts nor stockings. They 
are often even without shoes ; ami except 
a small waistcoat, ^d large drawers, 
they are quite naked, no doubt, to be more 
active in the warm countries, where they 
carry on war. Nevertheless, as they are 
not £imous for foresight, they are not 
otherwise clad in the coldest weather, 
when they are shut up in their towns, or 
during a winter campaign. 

" Let UB have tents as well contrived 
m those of the Mussulmen ; the same 
fiuth, if possible, in predestination; and 
kt us try to give the same tools to caval. 
ry, which moving faster than infantry, 



cbocts iptreochmeiiftSy which ^e last ha« 
only to man in occupying its camp. 

" Let it be fbrbiddra in the army to 
pronounce the word J^ebot99i, which 
means do not be a/raid,- and which the 
Turks, who are by no means jocose^ 
pronounce in cutting off a bead. I have 
remarked, that this word has an astonish- 
ing effect on Christians. Let the soldier 
be told beforehand of tlie yells of the 
infidels, of their ridiculous prancing^ 
which is useless against us, anid hui'tful 
to them. With my regulations, we might 
easily suffer ourselves to be surrounded 
by those clouds of spahis [horse soldiersj 
who buzz about like wasps. 

** Coolness is necessary when in pre* 
•ence of any troops in the world; but 
more especially when before these people j 
for when the head of an opponent is mo- 
rally gone, it is soon physically gone also. 
Whatever has been said of their opium, 
and of the fury it excites, is an idle talc. 
Officers may, perhaps, use it, sometimesi 
but it is too dear for the common Turk ; 
and I have never seen one who had taken 
any. 

•* The mein and dress of the haughty 
Ottoman are more dignified than the awk- 
ward air, and very often hang dog look# 
of Christians. The Turks are^ at the 
same time, the most dangerous, and the 
most contemptible enemy in the world. 
Dangerous when they attack ; contempti- 
ble, when they are anticipated. On heights, 
and in woods, they have had, till now, 
the advantage over us ; because they run 
to the attack with confidence, knowing 
that we have none ourselves when we arc 
thus situated. They have two excellent 
customs : one is, to get the intrenchments 
of their camps raised by the spahis, as T 
mentioned before: and the other is, to 
dig holes in the ground, or within an in- 
trenchment, to shelter themselves from 
cannon balls. Every man hat his hole, 
where he remains till the firing is over. 

" It is impossible to say positively, which 
is infantry and which is cavalr}'. The 
spahi who has lost his horse, runs and 
mixes with the infantry ; and the foot sol- 
dier who has either won, or taken, or 
bought a horse, finds his rank among the 
spahis. In consequence, these last are 
excellent marksmen ; and whenever they 
can fire with effect, they use their mus- 
kets a great deal ; but they do not set 
about it like oui* Christian cavalry, which 
is always in the wrong, when it has re- 
course to that weapon. The spahi alights 
iiimbly from his horse, fires hJLa piece 
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ftnd springs agaun on horseback with great 

agility. 

"The reason why we often witness deeds 
of heroick bravery fi-om the Mussulman, 
is, because he never hg'hts, but when h« 
bas a mittd to it. It is only wlien in good 
health, in good humour, and after having 
taken his coffee, that he prepares his 
arms for battle. He even waits often for 
a fine day, and for a vivifying sun. In 
the beginning of the siege, I used to get 
up at break of day ; which, in our Euro- 
pean armies is often the time chosen for 
enterprises. Now, 1 rest at mv ease. The 
fashionables, easily distinguished by their 
beautiful horses and the striking colours 
of their dresses, never issue out before 
ten, to engage in battle. During the 
whole siege, the Turks only undertook 
one trifling operation by night ; and then, 
probably, because they wanted a gene- 
ral's head, which tliey accordingly took 
from M.Maximovitz. 

" Their artillery, in sieges, is worked by 
the first soldiers who get up, and who go 
and fire their pieces by way of amuse- 
ment- The Turks, owing to their instinct, 
which is often preferable to the boasted 
aystematick sense of the Christians, are 
extremely handy, and capable of perform- 
Ihgthe operations of war in all its branches; 
but, the ■ first impulse only is in their fa- 
vour : they are not susceptible of a se- 
cpnd thought And after tliat lucid mo- 
ment, of which they make a tolerably fair 
and proper use, tliey become a compound 
of childhood and madness. 

" Their rehgious phrenzy increases in 
proportion to danger. Their eries of Jlechter 
Mlah ! [that is, one only God !] augment 
daily, and the besiegers are sure not to 
be heard, whatever noise they make in 
tipening the trenches. They are never 
disturbed the first night, which surely is 
the most interesting." 

The prince de Lig;ne had after- 
wards the command of an army 
against these very Turks, which he 
had so accurately observed. And he 
had a considerable share in retriev- 
ing the honour of the Austrian arms, 
and in conquering^ Belgrade. His 
correspondence during that cam- 
1> kij^n, contains some curious speci- 
T.\.\\% of official communications, be- 
tween the commanders of the hostile 
armies during a kind of armistice, 
which did not prevent the Turks 
fi»m now and then cutting off a 
few heads b the Austrian lines, at- 
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celebrating their festivals, by fimig 
their great guns with balls, which 
reached the Austrian camp. The 
prince de Ligne was not behindhand 
in this kind of merriment, which 
was considered by the Turits as a 
matter of course ; and the death of a 
few spectators killed in these delight- 
ful feux de joicy did not occasion the 
smallest complaint. 

The following is a letter from the 
prince giving a lively picture of Turk- 
ish manners and scenery. 

Parthenimt, 
" From the silver shores of the fi£fedk 
Sea — from the banks of the largest rivdlet 
which receives all the torrents of Fezet- 
terdan: — from under the shade of the 
two largest walnut-trees in existence, and 
which certainly are coeval with the world : 
— from the foot of a rock, near which 
still stands a column, the melancholy re- 
mun of the temple of Diana, celebrated 
for the sacrifice of Iphigenia : — ^from tba 
left side of the rock from which Thots 
precipitated strangers into the sea ; in 
short — from the finest and most interestifig 
spot of the whole world, am I writing 
this letter to you . 

** I am seated on Turkish cusliioasa, and 
on Turkish carpets ; surrounded by Tar- 
tars, who gaze on rac, while writing, and 
lifl their eyes in admiration, as if I were 
a second Mahomed. 

** My eye reaches the happy sliores of 
ancient Idalia, and^ the coast of Natolia ; 
the blossoms of the fig, the palm, tlie 
oUve, the cherry and ttie apricot trees, 
perfume the air with their i^ttrance, and 
shelter me from tlie rays of 2e sun ; the 
surge rolls diamond pebbles at my feet. 
On turning myself round, I discern tlirough 
tlie foliage, the shelving habitations of the 
kind of savages around me, who are deep- 
ly engaged in smoking on their flat roofe, 
which they use as drawing rooms. I pw- 
ceive tlieir cemetery, which, owing to the 
situation always chosen by MussuUncn for 
that purpose, presents an idea of the Ely- 
sian fields. This cemetery is on the banks 
of tlie rivulet I mentioned before ; but on 
the very spot where its stream is the most 
impeded by pebbles ; this rivulet widens 
a little half way down the sloping hill, 
and then flows gently by the roots of firuit 
trees, which lend their hospiuble shade 
to the dead. The peaceful abode of tbe 
departed is marked by tombstones crowiu 
ed with turbans, some of which are gilt; 
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ivtlnr mlctfid of ciBemy ums» of muble, 
but of rude workmanship. The variety of 
tiiis mortuary scene, while* it excites con- 
templation, disinclines me from vritinp^. 
I stretch on my cushions, and indulge m 
meditation. 

^ No, all that passes in my soul cannot be 
eonceired. I feel a new existence. Es- 
caped from grandeurs, from the tumult of 
festivity, from the fatigue of pleasure, and 
from their two imperiat majesties of the 
west and the north, whom I have left on 
the other side of the mountains, I at last 

adoy myself. *I ask, where I am ? by 

what chance I find myself here? and, 
without intending it, I review all the iu- 
conie^ences of my life. 

**Slperccive, that unable to enjoy happi- 
newtHlt in tranquillity and independence, 
bo& of which, are within my reach, and 
naturally inclined to laziness of body and 
of mind, I harass the one in wars, in in- 
spection of troops, or in journeys, and I 
exhaust the other, to please those who 
very often are not worth the expense. — 
Naturally gay enough for my own satisfac- 
tion, I migue myself to enliven those wlio 
are dull, iff for an instant I am occupied 
with a hundred things which cross my 
mind together, they tell me, you are nad : 
It is enough to make one so ; or, you are 
tired : it is enough to make me tiresome. 

*' I a»k myself, how it came to pass, that 
dislikiojg^j>l»|traint, and not being fond of 
honooes; riches, or favours; being duly 
qualified to attach no importance to those 
things— nevertheless, I have spent my 
life at court in all Uie countries of Eu- 
rope. 

" I recollect, that some marks of a kind 
of paternal goodness from the emperoxir 
FraJicis I. who was fond of very giddy 
young mem. %8t attached me to him ; 
diat being talbved afterwards by one of 
Ms female ftlends, I was long detained at 
court ; for having, as a matter of course, 
lost the aifections of that ciiarraing lady, 
I retained those of our sovereign. At his 
death, 1 thought myself, though very 
young, a courtier of the old court ; and 
1 was just ready to criticise the new one 
without being acquainted with it, when I 
perceived that the young emperour knew 
likewise how to be amiaole ; and tliat he 
possessed qualities whioh make his es- 
teem more courted than hia favour ! 

*' Having ascertained that he disliked 
showing marked preferences, nothing pre- 
^tnted me from indulging my inclination 
lor his person; while I blamed, liis too 
great haste in his operations, I could not 
avoid admiruig by far the greater part of 
tkcJQ ; and I 8hAU always praise the good 



intentions of a prince, whose genius is 
equally active and fruitful. 

** Sent to the court of France at the moat 
brilliant age, and on the most briUiant 
occasion, with the news of a victory, I 
intended never to visit it again. Chance 
brings the count d'Artois into a garrison, 
near another where I was inspecting some 
troops. 

" There I went with about thirty of my 
Austrian officers, fine looking men. Hfe 
took notice of us ; called me ; and begin, 
ning as a king's brother, he ended as if 
he had been my own. We drank, played, 
and laughed. Tasting freedom for the 
first time, he was at a loss how to enjoy 
it. I vras charmed by that first efiiision 
of gayety, aud by the sprightliness of 
youth. I could not resist that ingenuous- 
ness, and that good nature which mark 
his character, I must, he said, visit him 
at Vcrsailleis. I answered, that I should 
see him when he visited Paris ; he insist- 
ed ; and spoke of me to tlie queen, who 
ordered me to attend. The beauties of 
her countenance, and of her mind, both 
equally fair and ccjually unspotted, Ike 
charms of her society, quickly indu^i 
me to spend five months in evcrj' year, at 
Versailles, almost without quitting it for, 
a moment. The love of pleasure first 
brought me to Versailles: gratitude in- 
duced me to return thither. 

" Prince Henry, of Prussia, was visiting 
the scenes of war. Our pursuits in phi- 
losophy, and in military affairs, were the 
same ; this was the first link ; I followed 
in his suite, and soon had the happiness 
to find that my company was agreeable 
to him. This brought marks of favour 
from him, and a redoubled assiduity from 
me. Then followed a long correspondence, 
and a rendezvous at Spa, and at Beins- 
berg. 

" A camp of the emperour in Moravia 
attracted thither the then king of Prussia, 
and his present majesty. The first soon 
perceived my entliusiastick admiration for 
gi'eat men, and induced me to visit Ber- 
lin. Connexions with him, the marks of 
favour and esteem I received from that 
first of heroes, intoxicated me with glory. 
His nephew, the prince royal, wfent to 
Strasburgh. We had been connected, 
though at a distance, by some little offices 
in a love affair ; by some little money, and 
some friendly services he had required of 
me confidentially, for the object of his 
regard. So far from home, strangers soon 
^ow intimate; UQtwitlistanding the dif- 
ference of interests, of rank, and of party.- 
I withdrew from the tender sentiments of 
two other northern kings. The one, a 
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shallow pate, soon completely unsettled 
the too lively imagination of the otlier f 
ftnd thus I escaped the endless insipidity 
which awaited me, in my intended jour- 
ney to Stockholm, and to Copenhag'en. I 
ransomed myself, by entertaining one of 
these king's ; and being' entertained by 
the other. 

*♦ My son Charles man*ied a pretty little 
Polish lady. Her family gave us paper, 
instead of cash. They were claims on the 
court of Russia. Passing through Poland, 
I made myself, or I was made, a Poland- 
cr. A mad bishop (hanged since) uncle 
to my daughter-in-law, conceited that I 
was on terms of intimacy witli the em- 
press, because he had leaiiit that she had 
received me most favourably; and he 
imagined that I should be king of Poland, 
were 1 but naturalized. • What a cliange,' 
said he, *in the face of European politicks! 
What happiness for the Lignes, and for 
the Masalskys.' I laughed at him. But 
1 felt a fancy tn pkas-c the nation then, 
assent bled In diet, unci by the nation I 
Hi^ :ipplaydcd. I spoke Latin ; I kissed, 
^■^1 e:irc sbed mufiucljios ; I intrigued 
^Hlhc king of L'alun*.! ; who is himself 
.-itv intrigTier ; like nil kings who arc suf- 
itrcd on the tbro©^ only on condition of 
iirting necordin);- To the mil of their sub- 
jrcts, QV that fjf tlicir neighbours. He is 
goodnatured, amiable, insinuating ; I gave 
liim ad\-ice, and we became quite inti- 
mate. 

** I arrived in Russia ; and the first thing 
I did was to forget tlie object of my jour- 
ney ; because it appeared to me ratlicr in- 
delicate to take advantage of the favour- 
nblc reception I experienced cveiy day, 
to solicit favours. 1 was captivated l)y tlie 
unreserved and alluring simplicity of Ca- 
tharine the Great*; and by her genius I 
have been led to this enchanted abode. . . , 

This is the famous Cape Parthenion, dis- 
tinguished by many events. On this spot 
mythology exalted the imagination. All 
the talents in the retinue of the heathen 
deities had here established their empire. 
*^ If, for an instant, I leave fable for his- 
toiy, I discover Eupatori, founded by Mi- 
thridates ; I gather near this spot, in that 
old Cherson, fragments of alabaster co- 
lumns ; 1 find the remnants of aquaducts, 
and of walls, whicli present a circumfe- 
rence more extensive than that of Lon- 
don and Paris together. Those two cities 
shall disappear as this has done. This 

• By a refinement of flattery the article 
the is in the masculine gender in tlic French 
original. 



was the scene of similar mtrigaes, kcHk 
in love and in. politicks ; every one bere 
thought he was making a conspicuous 
figure in the world ; but, even the name 
or these countries, disfigured under the 
appellations of Tartary, and the Crimea, 
is now completely forgotten ! What a re- 
flection for moralizing men ! Why, then, 
I look around, and approve the laziness 
of my good Mussulmen, who sit with 
arms folded, and legs crossed, squat and 
motionless on their flat roofs. I found 
among them an Albanese, who knew a 
little of Italian. I desired him to ask then), 
whether they were happy ? if I could do 
any thing for them ? and if they knew that 
they had been given to me by the en* 
press? They answered, that they .l^te«r 
generally, that they had been all«ilidt 
which they did not well understand ; that 
they had been happy till now ; that if their 
fate should change, they would embaA 
on board two vessels they themselves had 
constructed,' and seek a refuge among the 
Turks in Romania. I bid the interpreter 
tell them that I loved lazy people ; but 
that I desired to know their means of 
living. They pointed at some sheep If. 
ing on the grass, like myself. Oh, how 
happy I accounted the lazy ! They showed 
me their fruit trees ; and desired the in- 
terpreter to tell me, that when the gather- 
ing season arrives, the Kaimitett comes 
from Baschisaria to take the IM of the 
produce. Each fam'dy sells fiST yearly, 
to tlie value of two hundred livres [8/. 8«.] 
and tliere are forty-six families in Parthc- 
nizza^nd Nitika, another small estate 
belonging to me; the Grecian name of 
which signifies victory. Again I felicita- 
ted the lazy ! I promised to prevent their 
being oppressed. They brought me but- 
ter, cheese and milk ; not atf es's milk, 
as among the Tartars. Onoe^'inore I ac- 
counted the lazy happy! and I sunk again 
into my meditations. 

. . . . . I estimate the world; I 
consider it as a kind of magick lantern, 
till the moment, when I nayself shall dis- 
appear under the scythe of time. I then 
recollect, as a dream, nine or ten cam- 
paigns 1 have made :• a dozen of battlee 
or engagements, at which I have been 
present. I muse on the emptiness of glo- 
ry; which, unnoticed, is forgotten; which 
envious people attack, or dispute. And, 
notwithstanding all that, I say to myself, m 
part of my life has been spent in risking 

• This was previous to the Turkish 
war, which broke out soon ^ter; and in 
which the prince highly distingui^ed 
himself. 
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gh r liihillrtr tli*n with thee to fly, 

S^l Outalufti roam the vr6r\A i 

Seek we thy once-loved home ?— 

TlMs hand is ^ne that cropt its flowers ! 

frnheard their clock repeats its hours !— • 

Cold is the hearth within their bowers !— 

And should we thither roam. 

Its echoes, and its empty tread, 

Would sound like voices from the dead ! 

xxxvin. 

" Or shall we cross yon mountains blue, 

Whose streams my kmdred nation quafled; 

And by my side, in battle true, 

A thousand warriours drew the shaft \ 

Ah! there in desolation cold. 

The desert serpent dwells alone, 

WIsere grass overgrows each mouldering 

bone. 
And stones themselves to rain grown^ 
Lake roe» are death-like old ( 
Then seek we not their camp— for there— 
^e silence dwells of my despair ! 

XXXIX. 
*• But hark, the trump !— to morfow thou 
In glory's fires shak ary iShy tears : 
Wen from the bmd of shsdows now 
Ity father's awful ghost appears ; 
Amidst the clouds that round us roll. 
He bids my soul for battle thirst- 
He bids me dry the last— ^he first— 
The only tears that ever burst— 
From Outalissi's soul ;— 
Bceause 1 may not stain ^dth grief 
Tlie death-song of an Indian chief.*' 

pp, 71— TTS. 

With these stanzas the curtain is 
dropped over the dead and the mourn- 
ers, and the poem is concluded* 

Before we proceed to any general 
examination of Gertrude of Wyo- 
ming, we tidok it necessary to inti- 
mate to our readers, that it is by no 
means owing to deficiency of wit, 
on our own part, that we have con- 
ducted them in sober sadness from 
the beginning to the end of Mr. 
Campbell's affecting tjde. We are 
perfectly aware that, according to the 
modem canons of criticism, the re- 
viewer is expected to show his im- 
mense superiority to the author re- 
viewed, and at the same time to re- 
lieve the te^iousness of narration by 
turning the epic, dramatick, moral 
story before him into quaint and lively 
burlesque. We had, accordingly, prc- 

fcirdly worth noticing in criticizing ori- 
ginal poetry. 
VpL. 11^ o g 



pared materials for caricaturing Ger- 
trude of Wyoming, in which the 
irresistible Spanish pantaloons of her 
lover were not forgotten, Albert was 
regularly distinguished as old Jona- 
than, the provincial troops were call- 
ed Yankie-doodles, and the sombre 
character of the Oneida thief was 
relieved by various sly allusions tp 
'^ blankets, hlrouds, stinkilbus, and 
wampum." And having, thus clearly 
demonstrated to Mr. Campbell and 
to the reader that the whole effect of 
his poem was as completely at our 
mercy as the house which a child 
has painfully built with la pack of 
cards, we proposed to pat him on the 
bead with a few slight compliments 
on the ingenuity of his puny architec- 
ture, and dismiss him with a sugar- 
plum as a very promising child in- 
deed* But, however prepared we 
came to quizz what is no otherwise 
ridiculous than because serious and 
pathetick, our hearts recoiled fi*om 
the disingenuousness of the task. 
We shall ever be found ready to ap- 
ply the lash of ridicule to conceit, 
presumption, or dullness ; but no 
temptation to display our own wit, 
or to conciliate popularity, shall 
prompt us to expose genius to the 
inalignant g^rin of envious folly, or by 
low and vulgar parody to derogate 
from a work which we might strive 
in vain to emulate. 

We return from this digressive 
apology to the merits and defects of 
Gertrude of Wyoming, which have 
this marked singularity, that the lat- 
ter intrude upon us at the very first 
reading ; whereas, after related pe- 
rusals, we perceive beauties which 
had previously escaped our notice. We 
have, indeed, rather paradoxically, 
been induced to ascribe the most ob- 
vious faults to the same cause which 
has undoubtedly produced many of 
the excellences of the poem, — to the 
anxious and assiduous attention 
which the author has evidently be- 
stowed upon it before publication. 
It might be expected that the publick 
would regardoptoblad^f^e those 
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imperfections which arise from the 
poet*s diffidence of his own splendid 
powers, and too great deference to 
the voice of criticism. In some re- 
spects, however, publick taste, like 
a fine lady, " stoops to the forward 
and the bold ;'* aiid the modest and 
anxious adventurer is defrauded of 
the palm, merely that his judges may 
enjoy the childish superiority of con- 
demning an overlaboured attempt to 
give I hem pleasure. Let no reader 
suppose that we recommend to imi- 
tation the indiscreet, and undaunted 
precipitation with which another po- 
pular poet is said to throw his effu- 
sions before the publick with the in- 
difference of an ostrich as to their 
success or failure* To sober criti- 
cism the fault of him who will not 
do his best is greater than the excess 
of over caution, as the sin of presump- 
tion is greater than that of spiritual 
despondency. Carelessness is also 
a crime of deeper die when consi- 
dered with reference to its effects 
upon publick taste ; for the habit of 
writing loosely is particularly capti- 
vating to tlie fry of young scribblers, 
and we are in danger of being deluged 
with rhapsodical romances by poets 
who would shrink from the attempt 
of imitating the condensed, polished, 
and laboured stanzas of Gertrude of 
Wyoming. But considered with re- 
ference not to the ultimate reputation, 
but to the immediate popularity of 
the author, it is dangerous to allow 
the publick to suppose that they have 
before them ilie work upon which, 
after the most solicitous and anxious 
exertion, he is willing to stake his 
poetical character. A spirit of con- 
tradiction, which animates the mass 
of mankind, impels them to depre- 
ciate that which is presented as the 
• thef d^omvre of the artist ; and the 
question is no longer whether the 
wc>rk be excellent, but whether it has 
attained that summit of excellence 
on which no poet ever was or ever 
will be placed by bis contemporaries. 
* Wd have hitherto only considered 
^he labour bestowed upon Gertrude 



of Wyotning as an imp^bnent ta 
the flow df popularity which has ia 
the present day attended poems of a 
ruder structure. But the publisk 
taste, although guided in some deffrce 
by caprice, is also to a certain extetit 
correctly grounded upon critical doc- 
trine ; and the truth is, that an author 
cannot work upon a beautiful poem 
beyond a certain point, without doing 
it real and irreparable injury in more 
respects than one. 

It is in the first place impossible 
to make numerous and minute altera^ 
tions, to alter the position of stanzas, 
to countermarch and invert the cem- 
ponent parts of sentences, without 
leaving marks of their original array. 
The epitaph of the Italian valetu^ 
dinary will apply as weU in poetry as 
in regimen ; and it may be said of 
many a laboured effort of genius : 
" Stava bene J ^mafier eiar megHo, «tp 
quL*' There are in Gertrude passa- 
ges of a construction so studiously 
involved, that nothing but the deepest 
consideration could have enabled the 
author to knit the Gordian Ipot by 
which his meaning is fettered, and 
which unfortunately requires Mmilar 
exertion of intellect ere it can be dis- 
entangled. An ordinary reader is 
sometimes unable and always unwO- 
ling to make such an effort, and 
hence the volume is resigned and 
condemned in a moment of splenetick 
impatience. Some of the introduc- 
tory stanzas have their beauties thus 
obscured, and afford rather a con- 
jectural than a certain meaming* 
We allude to the second in particu- 
lar. Similar ipdistinctness occurs in 
the construction of the following sen- 
tence : 

" But high in amphitheatre above 
His arms the everlasting aloe threw : 
Breathed but an air of heofven^ and all the 

grove 
Ins' -net as if with living spirit grew." 
The idea here is beautiful, but it is 
only on reflection that we discover 
that the words in italicks mean not 
that the aloe breathed an air of heaven, 
but that the grove grew instinct with 
Hving spirit, 8^ ^sgg^j^^l^e sHghtest 
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iftr of h^ven breathed on it. Some- 
times passages, of which the tone is 
nmpte and natural, are de&ced by 
alfected inversion, as in Gertrude's 
exclamation : 
• Yet say ! for friendly hearts from whence 

we came 
Of us does oft remembrance intervene ?" 
I Again, in altering and retouching, 
ioYcrting and condensing his stanzas, 
an author will sometimes halt between 
his first and his latter meaning, and 
deviate into defects both of sense and 
grammar. Thus in the Oneida's 
first song we have — 

'^81eep» wearied one ! and in the dreaming 

land 
Shouldst thou tlie spirit of thy mother 

greet, 
say to morroxD tliat the white man*s hand 
Sath plucked the thoma of sorrow from 

thy feet." 

Lastly, and above all, in the irk- 
some task of repeated revision and 
reconsideration, the poet loses, if we 
may use the phrase, the impulse of 

I mspiration ; his fancy, at first so ar- 
dent, becomes palled and flattened, 
and nd longer excites a correspondent 
glow of expression. In this state of 

I mind he may correct faults, but he 
will never add beauties ; and so much 
do we prefer the stamp of originality 
to tame correctness, that were there 
not a medium which ought to be 
aimed at, we would rather take the 
firima curq with ail its errours, and 
with all ife beauties, than the over- 
amended edition in which both are 
obliterated. Let any one read the 
most sublime passage in Shakspeare, 
a hundred times over, without in- 
termission ; it will at length convey 
to the tired ear, neither pathos nor 

I sublimity, hardly even an intelligible 
idea. Something analagous to this 
occurs to every poet in the melan- 
choly task of correction. The Scythi- 
ans, who debated their national af- 
fairs first in the revel of a festival, 
and afterwards during a day of fasting, 
could hardly experience a greater 
sinking of spirit in their second con- 
saltation, than the bard who, in re- 
vising the offspring of momenta of 



enthusiastick feeling, experiences 
that 

The dear illusion will not last. 
The era of enchantment's past. 
Then occur the doubtful and damp- 
ing questions, whether the faded in- 
spiration was genuine ; whether the 
verses corresponded in any degree to 
its dictates, or have power to commu* 
nicate to others a portion of the im- 
pulse which produced them. Then 
comes the dread of malignant cri- 
ticism; and last, but not least tor- 
menting, the advice of literary friends* 
each suggesting doubts aod altei*a- 
tions, till the spirit is corrected out 
of the poem, as a sprightly boy is 
sometimes lectured and flogged for 
venial indiscredons into a stupid and 
inanimate dunce. The beaudful 
poem of Lochiel, which Mr. Camp^ 
bell has appended to the present vo- 
lume, as if to illustrate our argument, 
exhibits marks of this injudicious 
alteration. Let us only take the lust 
lines, where in the original edition 
the champion declares that even in 
the moment of general rout and de- 
struction, 

** Though my perishing ranks should be 

strewed in their gore, 
like ocean weeds heaped oti the surf-* 

beaten shore, 
Lochiel, untainted by flight or by chains. 
While the kindling of life in his bosom 

remains. 
Shall victor exult, or in death be laid 

low. 
With Ills back to the field, and his feet to 

the foe ! 
And, leaving in battle no blot on his 

name. 
Look proudlv to heaven from the death- 
bed of fame." 
The whole of this individual, vi-. 
gorous, and marked picture of the- 
Highland chieftain lying breathless 
amid his broken and slaughtered 
clan — a picture so strong, that we 
even mark the very posture and fea- 
tures of the hero— is humbled and 
tamed, abridged and corrected, into 
the following vague and inexpressive 
couplet : 
" Lochiel 

Shall victor exult in the battle's acclaim. 
Or look to yo%^^|^^^^^PW[9v^idtatl|-b«d 
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If the pruning knife ha^beeli applied 
with similar severity to JtbeJjeauties 
of Gertrude of Wyoming, the hal<^het 
of the Mohawk Brtyndt himself Was 
not more fatally relentless and indis- 
criminate in its operations. 

The book contait^s, besides Ger- 
trude of Wyoming, several of Mi*. 
Campbell's smaller pieces. Locbiel 
in particular and Hohenlinden are 
introduced, although they made part 
of the author's last quarto volume. 
We cannot be offended at meeting 
our favourites any where ; yet when 
we connect the circumstance last 
mentioned, with the reHeclion that 
Lochiel has been unnecessarily al« 



tered and 9bridg^, ve are not 
roughly satisfied with their insertioD 
in the present volume. Two beauti- 
ful war odes, entitled the Mariners 
of England, and the Battle of the 
Baltick, afford pleasing, instances of 
that short and impetuous lyrick sally 
in which Mr. Campbell excels all bis 
contemporaries. Two ballads, Gle« 
Qara, and Lord Ullin's daughter^ the 
former approaching the rude yet 
forcible simplicity of the» ancieBt 
minstrels, the latter upon a more re*- 
fined plan, conclude the volume^ 
They were new to us, and are mo* 
dels in their several styles of coiDpo« 
sition. 



[The following article, and an able rc^-iew of the French Code of Conscription ia- 
serted in the first volume of the Select Reviews, page 369, are attributed to the 
pea of a young gentleman of Baltrmore, who tuis lately returned from Europe, 
where he baa been spending several years. Both articles appeared origiaaUy in 
the Edinburgh Review.] • 

Biographic Modeme, ou Dictionnaire Biographique de tous les Hommes morts oa 
vivans, qui ont tnarqu^ 4 la fin du 18 Siecle ou au Coihroencement de cclui-ci» par 
leur Rang, leurs Emplois, leurs Talens, leurs Malheurs, leurs Vertusi, leiirs 
Crimes, et oii tous les faits qui Ics concernent sont rapport^s de la Maniere la plus 
impartiale et la plus autbentique. A Leipzig. 1807. 

" TO endeavour,'* saysMacbia- tion, which has accidentally fallen 



vel, in his Discourses, " to make a 
people free who are servile in their 
nature, is as hopeless^ as to attempt 
to reduce to slavery a nation imbued 
with the spirit of freedom." This 
remark, which was dictated by a 
review of history in the days of Ma- 
chiavel, is eminently confirmed, we 
think, by the events of our own 
times. There are nations who cannot 
!)e permanently enslaved and others 
cannot be long maintained in the erect 
postere of frffcdom. It is often no 
less foolish than it }fi criminal, in an 
ambitious sovereign to bear down 
tho unarmed laws of a free people ; 
and sometimes unwise and unjustifia- 
ble in an honest patriot to subvert all 
at once a corrupt or arbitrary govern- 
ment. 

These reflections were suggested 
by the perusal of a curious and in- 
teresting work on the French revolu- 



into our hands. Under the title of 
Modern Biography, it purports to be 
a history of all those who, by their 
rank, their talents, their virtues, and 
their crimes, have contributed to il- 
lustrate, or to disgrace,, the end of 
the last and the commencement of 
the present century. Before we offer 
an opinion concerning the execution 
of so compi*ehensive a plan, we shall 
state the circumstances, which, as we 
are informed, attended the publican 
tion of the work in Paris. In the 
year 1 800, a Dictionary, similar in 
form to the present, but characteri- 
zed by far greater asperity and bold- 
ness, was published in the French ca^ 
pital, and immediately suppressed by 
the police. The authors seem to 
have had it in view, to expose the 
inconsistency of those who had en- 
listed themselves in the service of the 
considar government, after signalizing 
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llftm^ehres by tkeir setl for a demo- 
cratical equality. The book, although 
wcitten in a republican spirit>J|pra8 
paiticularly levelled at the members 
of the convention, and contained 
much pointed declamation against 
the leaders and emissaries of the par- 
ties which alternately usurped so san- 
guinary a dominion over their wretch- 
eid country. In 1806, the undertaking 
vas revived in a shape which it was 
supposed would prove less obnoxious 
to Uie pubUck authorities. The vi* 
trioUck acidy to use an expression of 
the author, was wholly extracted ; 
aad particular care taken to excludt 
from the biography of the imperial 
fiimUy, and of the chief favourites 
of the monarch, whatever might 
be offensive. The better to se- 
cure themselves from suspicion, 
they professed, not to pass judgment, 
hut merely to furnish materiab for 
decision ; and to embrace, at the 
same time, the names of all their 
foreign contemporaries of political 
note. These sacrifices, however, 
were not sufficient to propitiate the 
fevour, or lull the vigilance of the 
police. The authors were punished ; 
and the circulation of their book im- 
mediately prohibited. The copy now 
before us^was secreted, and given to 
the individual from whom it has pass- 
ed into our hands — with some addi- 
tional sketches of character, upon 
the accuracy of which we have rea- 
son to think we can depend. 

The work is interesting, we think, 
in various points of view. It presents 
us with the portraits of beings of 
whom almost all of us have heard j 
and whose names we still recall with 
sensations of astonishment and ter- 
rour. The biography of foreigners, 
indeed, is miserably scanty and er- 
roneous ; but this branch evidently 
appears to have been executed with- 
out interest or exertion, and forms a 
remarkable contrast to the industry 
and ingenuity which have been exer- 
cised in collecting and detailing the 
opinions of the chief actors in the 
French revolution. With regjard to 



this part of the undertaking, too^ 
our own recollections, and our know- 
ledge of the sources of their infor- 
mation, enable us to judge with somo 
confidence of their accuracy. These 
sources are, the journals of the legis- 
lative bodies ; the files of the Moni- 
teur ; the several memoirs published 
at different times, such as those of 
Bertrand de Moleville and Bouill^; 
furnishing a narrative of facts whose 
exactness cannot be doubted, what- 
ever diversity of opinion may prevail 
as to the motives ^nd views of indi- 
viduals and parties.* It may be ge- 
nerally remarked, indeed, of the 
epoch now under consideration, that 
its leading occurrences have had 
more notoriety than those of almost 
any other. There cannot well be 
any privacy in the history of a popu- 
lar revolution, effected^ in a great 
degree, by pamphlets and publick 
debates, and consummated by battles 
and treaties. 

It certainly is not our intention to 
repeat the disgusting catalogue of the 
miseries and crimes of the French 
revolution ; but we have thought that 
a summary review of the cai*eer and 
&te of some of its most conspicuous 

♦ The memoh^ of these two writers 
are of unquestiontoble authority. Both 
deserve credit fbr mucii firmness of con- 
duct and purity of intention ; and have 
infused less of passion into their narra- 
tive, than might have been expected 
from their character of leaders and suf- 
ferers in the royal cause. Tlve work of 
Bertrand dc Moleville, although some* 
what diffuse, is exceedingly prtcious as 
a great body of authentick materials. 
The historian should particularly add to 
these works, the Procei^ferbcuix of the 
legislative assemblies, the " Tableau Ana- 
lytique du JMoTiitertr^^ and the History of 
the War of La Vendue, by Alphonse 
Beachamp. Jis snen, we blusli to acknow. 
ledge tlut these indellible records but too 
clearly prove, that the savage features of 
the convention have not been greatly ca- 
ricatured by the hand of party. 

Tristiut hoHdiiUt mott9trnm» Ue, 

We find that acts of amneUy for revolu- 
tionary crimes were passed by this body ; 
'u\i\ Xkty will not be ratified by posterity. 
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agentSf preceded by a few remarks 
on the moral and political lessons 
with which it abounds^ might not be 
without interest, nor perhaps without 
utility. We know of no period in 
the whole record of history, which 
deserves to be so deeply weighed and 
so particularly examined, as the in- 
terval between the years 1790 and 
1800. These few years give us the 
abridged experience of as many cen- 
turies; and never did the faculties 
and the passions pf civilized man 
work with so much force, and so 
little disguise. Those who have lost, 
and those who have acquired power ; 
the vicissitudes which the nations and 
governments of Europe have under- 
gone ; and the precautions employed 
to avert the evils of change ; are 
equally subjects for minute research 
and profound speculation. During 
the shock of thb great convulsion in 
France, and the conflict of opinions 
among ourselves, there was no place 
for calm observation ; and the mind 
was rather bewildered than guided 
by the light which these astonishing 
events seemed to throw on the cha- 
racter of our nature. Now that the 
storm is hushed abroad, and the ap- 
prehensions of danger h^ve subsided 
at home, our conclu|»ons are likely 
to be more just« and our reflections 
infinitely more* 5\?deficiak 

We think, however, that a consi- 
derable time must still elapse^ before 
the world will be presented with a 
suitable history of the causes which 
accelerated the dissolution of this 
great monarchy, and so rapidly con- 
verted a mild and loyal people into a 
lawless and frantick mob. Preju- 
dice and resentment are still too 
powerful to let us hope for an im- 
" partial narrative among ourselves ; 
and if we could supply the talents 
and the temper, the materials would 
still be wanting. In France, where 
alone they could be found, the sword 
is still reeking with blood ; the spirit 
of adulation would suppress, and the 
unsubdued animosities of faction dis- 
\ tort the truth, to which, indeed, the 



genius of a mifitary despotism ih tile- 
ainority of its dominion, must be es* 
senAlly hostile. Hereafter, sho«ddr 
our neighbours ever enjoy that rflnw. 
felicity of a free press,* even for the, 
transactions of the past, there may 
arise some mighty painter, whose 
pencil shall do justice to the subject. 
When we recollect that Tacitus wa« 
born in the reign of Nero, and ma- 
tured in that of Domitian, we are 
encouraged to hope that history may 
again have in store some intelligence 
of the same exalted stamp, to avenge 
her cause, and to frustrate the efforts 
which are now made to stifle her 
voice on the continent. • 

Before we enter more particularly 
upon the contents of these volumeSf 
we must remark, that we are power- 
fully struck with the novel and im- 
posing spectacle which France exhi- 
bited from the time of the conventioR 
until the establishment of the consu« 
lar administration of a country ruled 
by ephemeral governments, each 
struggling to maintain itself by every 
art which fraud could suggest to vio- 
lence ; convulsed to the centre by 
profligate factions ; deluged with na« 

* Wlien we consider the real state of 
the press in France, there iy- somethings 
ludicrous in the mock solemnity with 
which the comtitution provides agamst 
its violation. It creates a committee ia 
the senate, entitled the senatorial canrnut^ 
tee of the pi^esa. When authors or printers 
have to complain of impediments thrown 
in die way of the circulation of their 
works, they are entitled to petition this 
committee. "When these obstacles are 
not conceived by the committee to be 
rendered necessary by the interests of the 
state, the minister to whom they are 
ascribed is invited to withdraw them* 
Should they continue to exist after three 
invitations, the committee demands a ge- 
neral meeting of the senate, to whom the 
president formally announces ** that there 
are strong presumptions that the liberty 
of the press has been violated." The case 
is then broug-ht before the High Imperial 
Court — a juaicature for the trial of delin- 
quency in the members of tlie Imperial 
family, publick functionaries, &c. — ^tlie 
judges of which are the princes, the se- 
nators, &c. 
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tfve fdood ; wkh eveff atom of so- 
ciety out of iu proper {4ace ; in a 
Hate of absolute bankruptcy; witb 
no regular system of finance ; with a 
]iaper currency incalculable in a- 
iBoont, and at the last ebb of depre- 
etatioo ; yet still maintaining, with 
unexampled success, a war which 
cost more blood and treasure than any 
ever known in modem times ; sup- 
porting, at different periods, fourteen 
difierent armies on a vast establish- 
ment ; lavishing great suma in lar- 
gesses at home and subsidies abi*oad ; 
and, finally, triumphing over all 
lier continental enemies, and settling 
down in an organization civil and mi- 
litary, wluch threatens the subjuga- 
tioo of the world.* During 'a crisis 

^ • ** The republick maintained fourteen 
^ficrent armies. The troops paid were 
•stimated at fourteen hundred thousand. 
The front of the troops defending her on 
the east occupied a hne of five hundred 
lieague«, e^itending from the Adriatick to 
the moutli of the £ms in the North Sea. 
Wottf sous were paid, for some time, to 
the mdividuals who frequented the popu- 
lar societies. The theatres of Paris were 
hired to give g^tuitous exhibitions [efo 
part et pmir le peupleJ] Succouri were 
given to large districts. Bread, which 
costei^t sous per pound, in bard money, 
was distributed^ almost for nothing, to the 
inhabitants of Paris. The national con- 
vention, in the midst of the revolutionary 
whirlwind, had no system of finance, and 
could have none." [i?awitf/, HUtoire de9 Fin, 
ift la Repub^ue.'] This writer was him- 
self minister of finance at the period of 
which lie speaks. He states the issue of 
assignats to have amounted to 40,000,000, 
000, of which 12,000,000,000 were with- 
drawn from circulation ; and at the epoch 
«f their cessation, 100 francs, in assig- 
nats, were valued at 3 sous in coin! a 
proportion of 1-666. The manufacture 
of this paper currency, the histjory of 
which is unparalleled, occupied eic^ht 
hundred wortmen, who sometimes print- 
ed, numbered, and stamped, from 2 to 3 
millions of francs a day. During the six 
years of their currency, the annual reve- 
nue was about 300 million francs. These 
sums were applied to the purchase of 
neutrality and alliance abroad. In a cu- 
rious report made to the convention on 
this subject by St. Just, the court of 
Constantinople alone is said to have cost 
70 millions of franosin diamonds and gold ! 



wbep, both within and vrithout, the 
state appeared to be rushing furiously 
to destruction ; when, to use the rhe- 
torical language of one of her repre- 
sentatives, the sons of freedom were 
encountering all the malignity of for^ 
tune abroad, and the revolution, like 
Saturn, was devouring her own chil- 
dren at home, not a single indicatloa 
of despondency was given by her 
rulers ; nor, during the various de* 
volutions of publick authority, did 
there seem to be .any abatement of 
enthusiasm, or any remission of ener- 
gy in furnishing the means of resist- 
ance to foreign aggression. The for- 
tune of the republick was never once 
intrusted to the issue of a single 
battle; nor was the execution of their 
plans either relinquished or adjourn- 
ed in consequence of new appearances 
of danger, or an increase in the num- 
ber of their opponents* The senate 
of Rome, under the pressure of ad- 
versity, never displayed a more mag- 
nanimous feeling, nor assumed a 
more imposing attitude, nor hurled 
defiance in a prouder tone, than the 
revolutionary government in a season 
of the most alarming disasters. 
While we bitterly deplore the excess- 
es of a people intoxicated with the 
first draughts of anarchy, and express 
our detestation for the crimes of the 
most horrible of all despotisms, that 
which wears the mask of liberty, it 
is impossible not to admire the splen- 
did military achievements of that pe- 
riod, the steady confidence in the 
cause, and the ardent attachment to 
liberty manifested on the scaffold 
even by those who fell victims to the 
abuse of her name ; the numerous 
ipstances of heraick death afforded 
both by royalists and republicans not 
inferiour to those upon which the his- 
torians of antiquity dwell with so 
much delight* '^ Laudatis antiquo- 
rum mortibus pares exit us/' We 
ard but little disposed to be the apo- 
logists of the French re volutifyi ; but 
we cannot consent to qualify all this 
as fanaticism, or tp reprobate all 
those as jacobins, who believe, that 
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even the TOemhers of that school 
have occasionally displayed a spirit 
which confers dignity on human na- 
ture. If France had, after all, worked 
out her salvation ; if liberty had sur- 
vived these furious struggles, we 
should consider mankind as gainers. 
Her own losses would have been re- 
trieved ; her crimes might have been 
forgotten ; but it is of all reflections 
the most lamentable, that the issue 
which is now before our eyes, has 
not only rendered her redemption 
hopeless, but has dishonoured the 
cause of freedom, which is now 
throughout the universe maderespon- 
Mble for her miscarriage. 

In this country, it has been but 
too much the fashion to point the 
moral of this revolution one way, 
without adverting to the awful warn- 
ing which it holds out, as well to 
rulers as to subjects. The pride of 
the patrician may be instructed by 
this catastrophe, no less than the 
jealousy of the plebeian. In the ut- 
ter annihilation of the old hereditary 
ifistinctions, and the ruin of the great 
proprietaries of France, there is assu- 
redly something fitted to alarm and 
to improve the aristocracy of rank 
amd wealth of all countries. NeckeP. 
states in his book on finance, that 
there were seven thousand pedigrees 
carefully deposited in the Royal Li- 
brary of Paris ; and we will not un- 
dertake to conjecture how many title- 
deeds of extensive patrimony might 
Iiave been found upon the judicial re- 
cords. If we should ask, why it is, 
that these no longer exist ?— we must 
wot be told, that the wreck of title, of 
fortune, and of royal power, was 
owing to the mere perversity of the 
people, or to the unprovoked spirit 
of Action. The people may unjust- 
ly and capriciously desert an indivi- 
dual contending against the power of 
a government ; but will never aban- 
don a government which has honestly 
laboured to deserve and to secure 
their afflictions. If those who were 
upon ** the slippery heights** of the 
Ikingdom of France^ had been less 



confident tX thrif fcccurfty, ahd tnone 
attentive to the progress of pubKck 
opinion ; if the privileged orders had 
discarded in time, their habits of lux* 
urioua Indolence, and zealously co* 
operated to case the burdens, and tti 
ame1iai*ate the conditioti of the lowe^ 
dasses ; to pi'omote economical re* 
forms ; to restore order to the finani 
ces ; to purify the civil list ; and to 
restrain the cupidity of courtiers ;• 
if the royal princes had not, by their 
prodigaBty and their excesses, offend- 
ed even the decorum of vice ; if the 
experiment had been fully tried, of 
a /lofiidar mird%t&r seconded by a fta* 
triotick fringe they might have stood 
firm upon the basis of their owtt 
authority, in spite of all the machii 
nations of philosophers and deists, 
encyclopedists and levellers, to whom 
their misfortunes are so piously and 
loyallv ascribed. When Lepelletier, 
presidetit of the parliament of IHiris, 
advised the recall of Necker, h was 
with this exclamation : Representons 
le peuple, de peur qull ne sc repre- 
sente lui meme 1 «* Let us represent 
the people, lest they should represent, 
themselves." 

One of the chief causes of the 
atrocious character which the revo- 
lution assumed, is to be found in the 
apathy or pusillanimity of those who 
were most deeply interested in the 
preservation of order, and best able 
to fashion publick sentiment. The 
greater part of these men, at the 
commencement of the contest, either 
looked on with indifference, or 
shrunk back in dismay, or consented 

* *' Le livre rou^e, — ^la prodigality det 
princes, — ^I'^normit^ de la lisle cirile, — 
I'insatiiible cupidit6 des courtisims et des 
agens des menus plaisira, voilala racine 
du mal," &c. lObserv, sur la Hev.'} " I 
am convinced," says Necker, ** that a 
habitual residence at Versailles weakens, 
in an adnainistration of the finances, the 
inclination and ambition to undertake 
g^at things ; — ^there he sees vanities rated 
so high, and such a deep interest txiken in. 
the game of ambition and intrigue, tliatke. 
loses sight of the true value oie very t hin g 
that is y>fOTthyd^M^m^u^l<: 
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Id purdnoe m momen^ay securtty «t 
t^ expense of honour and conscience* 
Had the men of moderate view* and 
local infiuence, when the dangers o£ 
anarchy were but too apparent, stood 
kraYely forward, and united ta com- 
bat the designs of faction^ they might 
have set bounds to the fury of a tem^ 
pest which they could not wholly 
avert. Their irresolution served only 
tii embolden tiie audacity of the tur- 
bttl^it, and their precipitate flight 
to confirm the dominion of the mob.* 
The law of Solon, which enacted^ 
^t thc^ citizen who, in a period of 
civil coramotioni did not aide with 
one or othtr of the contending par* 
^s, should forfeit his estate, and be 
for ever banished the common wealthy 
extraordinary as it may at first appear> 
is, nevertheless, founded in correct 
views of human nature, and has a 
tendency, not to foment, but to ap- 
pease dissension. In such a conjunc- 
ture, an^tention to petty interests 
leads to total ruin ; and the neutrality 
of the good only widens the field for 
those profligate, passions, and despe- 
rate projects, which the ferment of 
discontent naturally calls into action* 
^TW fermentx:an, however, in no de- 
Sree^^^alb;'ed by an obstinate adhe* 
rence to]5dpable corruptions. When 
ve inculcate the necessity of a prompt 
aad persevering exertion of that in- 
fluence which always accompanies 
prescriptive authority, personal cha- 
racter, and honest intentions, it is 
with a full perniasion, that they ne- 
ver can be successful over the unre- 
mitting activity of the fiends of dis- 
cord, unless attendedby a ready con- 
currence In the reformation of abuses, 
by timely concessions, and by tern* 
peratc and conciliatory language. 
If the war af extermmation so long 

• Vide Jlul. Gel. in JVocf. MHc. Ub. 2. 
c 12.— " Boni nescio," says Cicero, ** quo- 
modo tardiores sunt et principiis rerum 
neg^ectis ad extremura ipsa denique ne- 
cessitate excitantnr — ^ita ut nonnunquam 
cttnctatione ac tarditate, dnm otium vo- 
lant, etiam tine digitate retinere, ipsi 
uSnnBqtie amittant."— [Pr* Setetio.^ 
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wftgedin the bosom of France* yield 
one salutary caution to all orders of 
men, it is, that they should be spa- 
ring in the application of general 
terms of reproach or contumelious 
■ epithets of party. The use made in 
that unfortunate country of the words 
jacobin and aristocracy abundantly 
proves, that what at first is but loosely 
or petulantly thrown out as a mark 
of ridicule or distinction, hot only 
serves to swell the number, and exas* 
perate the resentment of parties, but 
may be converted into an engine of 
the most furious and sanguinary 
proscription.* 

Among the most strikine^ lessons 
which are taught by the history of 
this revolution, is the profound obli- 
vion into which multitudes hav^ al- 
ready fallen, who were once objects 
either of terrour or pity to the whole 
nation. These volumes contain, not 
only the catalogue of those who, in 
the face of the world, swore eternal 
hatred to royalty, and are now the 
most prominent agents of despotism, 
\mt the names also of a host of cla- 
morous politicians and writers of vast 
importance in their day, whose in- 
fluence and notoriety arc now buried, 
without the possibility of resuscita- 
tion. It is remarkable also, how ac- 
tive a share waa taken in the tumults 
of the time by the mere men of 
science and letters, and to what " il- 
lustrious dignities*' many of them 
have attained imder the auspices of a 
martial monarch. Doubtless, the 
nature of their pursuits inclined them 
to espouse, with eagerness, the cause 
of freedom ; but the part they have 

• The list of political denominations 
faitroduced during tlie conflict of parties, 
and employed for the purpose of mutual 
destiniction, deserves to be reported. 
Anarchistes, Aristocrates, Babouvistes^ 
Brissotines, Chouans, Clichiens, Contre- 
revolutionaires. Cordeliers, Danlonistes, 
Federaiistes, Feuillans, Girondins, He ba- 
tistes, Jacobins, Maratistes, Mod^r^s^ 
Montagnards, Orleanistcs, Reactionnaires, 
Sansculottes, Septembriseurs, Theophi- 
lantFopes, TerroristOA^ ThcrmidQciiKi^, 
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ultimately chosen leads us to susi^t, 
that their zeal was animated by a wish 
to govern, ar*A<7m<?3«/? in the first 
instance, and that, in the miscarri- 
age of their hopes, they have not been 
insensible to the consolations of what 
Mr. Burke so emphatically terras 
" the gross lucre and fat emoluments 
of servitude." 

In the number of distinguished 
royalists who have returned to 
breathe the air of their native country, 
we obsL-rve but few, however, who 
hold any publick trusts. Their situa- 
tion necessarily exacts the affectation 
at least of a cheerful acquiescence in 
the present order of things ; those 
who are in the capital, either from 
fear or inclination, contribute to swell 
the pomp of the imperial court, and 
to enliven the drawing rooms of the 
new nobility. But in the merit of 
consistency, they are certainly supe- 
nour to their repul>lican antagonists. 
The apostacy of fhe Itttter might, 
nevertheless, admit of many pallia- 
tives. Those who - once wore the 
bonnet rouge should not, indeed, o8» 
tentatiously display the liveiy of a 
despot; but it must be acknowledged, 
that the establishment of his power 
was beyond their control. France 
had reached a crisis, when the abso- 
lute sway of an iudiwidllul was ren« 
dered necessary, and perhaps desira- 
ble, even for such as sighed, with 
disinterested zeal, after the blessings 
of freedom. Every man of judgment 
had become sensible of the hopeless- 
ness of their first pursuit: and it 
must be needless to suggest, that the 
preponderance of the military, left 
no choice, even of evils, to the civil 
authority. During the paroxysms of 
the revolution, the officers of the 
ai'my either caught the contagion of 
republican sentiments, or saw the 
necessity of professing them ; but 
their alUgiance was much more na- 
turally and readily paid to a victorious 
general, than to the bloody phantom 
of a republic k. 

At the establishment of the consu- 
lar government, in order to colour 



the first usurpation, the forms fA a 
free constitution were preserved : and 
it was ev«i deemed cxpedteiU* to in- 
troduce into the new legislative bodies 
the leading republicans of the old. 
To make this, however, asr iittte 
dangerous as possible, it was pro* 
vided, that one fifth of the members 
of the legislative assembly should be 
annually replaced. The process of 
excluding this proportion is entitled 
eliminations and wc observe, that 
during^the first years, the lot regu* 
larly fell upon those who continual 
to assert their original doctrines, or 
who indicated a disposition to scru- 
tinize the views, and resist the en- 
croachments, of the first consul. The 
tribunate, which was found the most 
democratical and restive tn*anch of 
the legislature, was soon pared down 
to the number of fifty, and finally 
abolished. Still, however, the legis- 
lature, the great offices of state, the 
prefectures of the departinsnts, and 
the judicial employments, particular- . 
ly, are filled by men who took an 
active part in promoting the revolu* 
tion. Their enmity might have en- 
dangered the stability of the new 
sovereign ; their influence and their 
talents were necessary forthe ereciicm 
of that vast and regular system of 
administration which was projected ; 
their dissensions, and their venality, 
rendered them an easy conquest* 
Under a general view of 1$uman n»* 
ture, the policy was wise ; for men, 
who, in the commoncement of a 
reign, believe themselves suspected, 
would naturally wish to blazon their 
fidelity ; to counteract the prejudice 
arising from their character, by par* 
ticular zeal and activity in the dis- 
charge of their new functions. The 
event at least, has, in this instance, 
justified this supposdtion* 

Wherever disafiecti(»i was openly 
expressed, the individual was either 
exiled into the remote departments, 
or placed under the particular super* 
vision of the police. This plan is 
still pursued. An austere and jea- 
lous vigilance is now exercised over 
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^etmrecitdmed re])yb)!cans, and pacr- 
ticTilariv over the royalists, who are 
objects of much greater suspicion and 
i^prehension. Although a system 
of indmidation, beyond our powers 
of description, is extended ore rail. 
the subjects of the empire, the in- 
stances of studied oppression, or of 
immoderate rigour, in the dvil admi- 
nktration, have certainly been few ; 
fiiiich fewer, indeed, than might have 
been expected, when we consider how 
fierce and delirious was tbe anarchy 
to which this formal and omni- 
potent despotism hi^s succeeded. 
Within tho last tht^e or four years, 
since the leading patmts, either cor* 
rapted by the fortune, or overawed 
by the power, of their new ruler, 
have consummated their apostacy, his 
&VOUP has been sqmewhat diverted 
to those who adhered, as far as the 
temper of the revolution would allow, 
to tbe mezzo terminer or whose revo- 
hitionary career was marked by a de- 
gree of moderation. Some expan- 
sion, too, is occasionally permitted to 
those hitter enmities which still ran- 
kle among the victims and agents of 
party violence, and every indulgence 
for the disclosure of such traits as 
serve to aggravate the infamy, and 
elucidate the views of the factions 
imo which the convention was divided. 
The policy of indulging, to a certain 
extent, this war of recrimination, is 
obvious, and highly serviceable. The 
prostration of all the adverse parties 
k a triumph for each : the humilia- 
tion of their adversaries gratifies 
tbeir private hate, and reconciles them 
to tbe evils of their own condition* 
it is worthy of remark, that this 
feeling of our nature operated to 
^rengthen even tbe dominion of 
Robespierre* France, rent and ex- 
hausted by the conflicts of the dif- 
ferent factions, seemed to be less mi- 
serable under one tyrant, and to re- 
joice at a tyranny which was indis- 
criminately exercised- The royalists 
appeared grateful for the vengeance 
which he inflicted on his revolntiona- 
ry colleagues} and it is doubtful 
whether the savage reign of this de«. 



testable monster tniglit not have been 
prolonged, had he not driven his own 
instruments !o d jsperntion, by his in- 
satiable thirst for blood 

It is easy >o ima^rincjthat the despot- 
ism of Buonaparte, notwithstanding 
the misery of which it must be pro- 
ductive, must have other supports 
than that of the military force. We 
cannot find colo^irs sul^cicntly vivid, 
to paint the appalling image which 
the revolution has left in the minds 
of the moderate and timid portion ol 
the community. There is a morbid 
sensibilily on»this head, which asto- 
nishes even those who give full credit 
to every disastrous tale of suffering 
and barbarity to which this event has 
given birth. For multitudes, there- 
fore, the actual exemption from re- 
volutionary massacres and alarms is 
a state of comparativebeatitude j and 
the possibility of their recun^ence 
far more formidable than any existing 
evil. The minute subdivision of 
property, which we noticed in a for- 
mer number, Jias created a great 
body of new proprietaries, who would 
hazard more than ihey could hoi>e to 
gain by any change. The govern- 
ment, moreover, has studiously mul- 
tiplied oflices, to a degree highly bur- 
thensome, no doubt, to the people, 
but which interests in its support, a 
host of dependants, whose allegiance 
is secured by present benefits, and 
whose zeal is stimulated by the hope 
of future rewards. The additional 
splendour with which the new des- 
potism is daily invested ; the stately 
aflectaiion and ostentatious pageantry 
of the imperial court, are not to be 
ascribed to the workings of mere va- 
nity, but to views of profound policy. 
By the formation of a numerous 
state hierarchy ; by lengthening the 
chain of subordination ; by multi- 
plying the titles, and dividing the 
substance of power ; new ties and in- 
terests are produced, which augment 
the influence and enlarge the founda- 
tions of the throne. Such a system 
48 every way adapted to the temper 
of the people. The more ceremo- 
nious the servitude, the sooner wil 
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every vestige of repubKcan feding 
be obliterated. The spirit of freedom 
soon disappears with the character- 
istick simplicity of its institutions. 

Although we are far from believing 
that either Buonaparte or his govern- 
ment is now ]K)pular, in the usual 
acceptation of the term, we can rea- 
dily conceive, that the reflecting part 
of th^ nation may have many induce- 
ments to uphold his authority. Ex- 
perience has taught them the unfit- 
ness of their country for any other 
than an absolute government, and the 
necessity, at this moment, ofasys- 
tem of rigorous coercion. Dreadful 
as is the domestick police, there is 
no man acquainted with the actual 
state of society in France, who does 
pot see the impossibility of presemng 
order without some such inquisition. 
Detestable, too, and dangerous as b 
the genius of their government, it 
cannot be without some merit in the 
eyes of Frenchmen, Under the shade 
of the imperial purple, most of tiie 
elegant pleasures of the mind, and 
some of the generous sympathies of 
the heart, are suffered to flourish, 
and may be almost considered as a 
new creation. From a state of total 
disorganization, of the most destruc- 
tive civil war, France has been rCr 
stored, by the provident ambition of 
her new rulers, to the enjoyment of 
many of the advantages of a well re- 
gulated community. Their labours 
to establish a regular administration 
of justice and of the finances, and to 
form some system at least of publick 
Instruction, are not without their 
utility ; although, as we are inform- 
ed, they have not as yet proved emi- 
nently successful. Their plan of 
conquest, too, although it has de- 
luged the neighbouring countries 
with blood, has preserved their own 
territory from becoming the theatre 
of war. The improvements in the 
roads ; the rapid construction of pub- 
lick works ; the numerous institutions 
for the encouragement of national 
industry ; the embellishments of the 
i^apital \ the ostentatious protection 



extended to the iKiSdnoesandtotlik 
fine arts, all involve solid advantageir 
while they spring from tbc compre* 
hensive and truly Machiaveiian wis- 
dom of an ambidous despot. la 
.making these remarks, we dUude %» 
the condition in which he found 
France ; and must not be understood 
as retracting the opinionft which w% 
formerly delivered, with regard te 
the pernicious consequences likely 
to result, both to her and to the world 
itorti tte foreign policy of his gofef»- 
ment Under this point of view, we 
are ready to exclaim with the poet, 
Af ttr$X$0» 9^ «AA^ «rK r«i«vr« y f ft^4i* 

We shall now present olir readeft 
with such a selection of the notion 
and anecdotes contained in these vo- 
lumes, as our limits will aUow. The 
first are instances of a flexibility of 
conscience or of judgment, not <iifm 
paralleled, even in the woiid of poli- 
ticks. 

Origoirey whose name fe so con- 
spicuous in the annals of the rev#i 
lution, is now a member of the se^ 
nate and of the legion of honoor* 
He was bom near Luneville, in 1750$ 
and, after serving as a curate, was 
deputed to the states general, aatf 
was among the first of those of the 
clerical order who passed down «d 
the lower chamber. On the 8th of 
^uly, 1789, he declaimed against 
the march of the troops which the 
king had ordered to approach Paris, 
and exclaimed : ^* That if Freacb- 
men ever consented to become slaves, 
they should be despised as the r»» 
fuse of nations/* On the 5th of 
October, he described the kmg «i 
surrounded by the enemies of tiK 
"people ; denounced M. de Booille'; 
and asked, why it mpss that P^ 
ris, after an abundant harvestt ^^ 
driven to insurrection by the ^vant 
of food. The ministers were lelB 
able to ansvrer this question than 
the duke of Orleans ; bnt the object 
of the orator was, to exasperate the 
populace against the court, by this 
insidious accusation. Gr^goii^ was 
the first 'ccclesiastick who took tfa^ 



Digitized 



byVjUU^lC 



MODESSf BIQGBAPEY. 



245 



C90^ In retufHy he. 
obiaiDcd the bishoprick of Blois, and. 
•oon after became president of the 
atsembl)?. At the period of th^ 
king's flight, he pronounced a vio* 
lent inventive ag^ainst the monarch, 
tmd called for an immediate trial. 
i la September 1793, he was delega- 
ted to the convention, and soon after 
msidt and carried a motion for the 
aboUtioQ of royalty, declaring at the 
same time, ^' that kings were, in the 
looral order of things, what mon* 
afters are in the physical, and that 
their tiistory was the martyrology of 
actions '* On. the 1 5th of Novem- 
ber, he pronounced a violent philip- 
pick against Louis XVi. and re- 
quest^ that he might be arraigned 
without delay. He was then made 
president of the convention; and, 
liaviBg proposed the incorporation of 
Savoy with France, was sent to or- 
ganize that county) under the name 
^ the department of Moot Blanc. 
As the king was tried during his 
alisence, he did not vote ; but wrote, 
concurrently with his colleagues, to 
announce to the assembly, that, 
I " under a conviction of the unre- 
' mitting treachery of that perjured 
monarch, he solicited his condemna- 
tion without an appeal to the people.** 
Id \79Zj he invited Barere to retract 
the eulogy which he had pronounced 
«n Louis the Twelfth, and undertook 
to prove, that this pretended father 
waa, in htct, the scourge of his peo- 
ple. On the 7th November, howe- 
ver, he loudly condemned Gobel for 
abjoring the Christian religion and 
to episcopal functions. He was then 
•accused by Bourd<Hi de TOise, of 
wiahing to chrietianize the revolution 
[Christianber la revolution.] On the 
4th of March, 1794, he read to the 
assembly an original letter, as he 
slated it to be, of Charles the Ninth, 
recommending that a recompense 
should be given for the assassination 
€i the constable of Mouy ; and this 
letter he proposed to have enrolled 
among the national archives, ^^ in 
order ^t its publicity might aggra- 



vate the abhorrence which nations 
should feel for kings." In April, he 
tendered to the convention some his- 
torical researches concerning the tree 
of liberty. In September 1795, he 
became one of the council of five 
hundred. After the 18th Brumaire, 
[December] 1799 he was elected to 
the legislative body, of which he was 
nominated president in February 
1800. On the 25th. December, 1801, 
he was appointed a member of the 
conservative senate, and decorated 
with the insignia of the legion of ho- 
nour. Gregoire has published a great 
variety of works, and now divides 
his time between literary pursuits 
and the routine of his political sta- 
tion, which he fills with much appa- 
rent satisfaction. However reprehen- 
sible for the violence of his revolu- 
tionary opinions, he deserves no 
small credit for the energy with 
which, during the woi^t periods he 
defended, and for the zeal with 
which he has uniformly protected, 
the cause of science and literature. 
At this moment, his house is the 
favourite rendezvous of many of the 
most distinguished savafis of the 
French capital ; and, in private life, 
there are few men of more amiable 
character, or more winning manners. 
The next name we shall select is 
that of Garat^ originally a mere man 
of letters, now a member of the le- 
gion of honour, of the institute, and 
of the senate, and professor of history 
in the Lyceum of Paris. He was 
sent to the states general from La- 
bour; in 1798 wasYnade minister of 
justice, and, as such, acquainted the 
king with his condemnation. This 
task he executed, according to Ber- 
trand de Moleville, with great bar- 
barity. In March 1793, he became 
minister of the interiour. At a sit- 
ting of the jacobins on the 16th July 
of that year, he was complimented 
by Danton on the important services 
which he had rendered the cause. 
He soon after abdicated his ministry, 
, and announctd his intention to e(Ut 
^ republican journal. He waS| within 
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a short time) twice arrested, but sa- 
ved by the activity of his friends. In 
1797, he published an elaborate epis- 
tle addressed to La Hai'pe, with a 
view to demonstrate the utility of per- 
severing in the use of the term Citi- 
zen. In 1798, he went as ambassa 
dour to Naples ; but soon rendered 
himself obnoxious by the warmth of 
his republican principles, and return- 
ed to take a seat in the council of 
ancients. He became president of 
this body in 1799, and pronounced a 
discourse on the anniversary of the 
king's death. He cooperated zea- 
lously in the revolution of the 18th 
Brumaire, and announced the adop- 
tion of the consular government, in 
an encomiastick speech. In 1806, 
he delivered, before the senate, a 
long and florid oration on the victo- 
ries of the emperour Napoleon, 
and now shares largely both in the 
favour and the munificence of lus 
master. 

There arc few names of more note, 
in the revolutiouary annals, than that 
of Aferliii dc Douai. He p^sssed from 
the bar to the scales general in 1789, 
and was cons[ icuously active in pro- 
moting all the popular measures of 
that period. Afier the session, he 
became president of tlie criminal 
tribunal of the department of the 
north, and was delegated to the con- 
vention in 1792 ; but, on arriving in 
Paris, found himself implicated in 
an accusation relating to some pa- 
pers seized in the Thuileries. He 
appe .red at the bar on the 7th De- 
cember, and justified himself by pro- 
ving, " that he had never committed 
the crime of wishing to serve Louis 
the Sixteenth/* He voted for his 
death; and, in 1793, procured the 
enactment of a law against suspicious 
persons ; which crowded the prisons 
throughout France with numberless 
victims? of all conditions and parties. 
He afterwards went under the name 
o{ Ale r I'm the Suspicious^ In 1794, 
he became a member of the com- 
mittee of publick safety, and was, 
among the most j^ctivc of that body. 



for a long period. Oa the 14lh 
November, the directory appou)ie4 
him minister of justice, and, in Jaim- 
ary 1796, minbter of pc^ice. He 
succeeded Barthelemy as a member 
of the directory, and acquired a greai 
ascendancy over his colleagues* Af- 
ter having shared the supreme pow^ 
for some time with Barras and Rew# 
bel, he was compelled to resign, and 
had the good fortune to escape un- 
hurt from the accusations preferred 
against lum on all sides After offici- 
ating as attorney general in tlic court 
of (Cassation, he became a member of 
the legion of honour in 1804; and, io 
1806, was made a counsellor of states 
Carnot said of this man, in his Me* 
moir: ^^ That he marched steadily 
in the revolutionary line, and never 
swerved from his principles." His 
present situation is the l>est comroen* 
lary on this pauegyrick. He must not, 
however, be confounded with another 
of fhe same name, Merlin de Thum^ 
villcy one of the most indefatigable and 
relentless monsters of the revolution. 
The latter, originally sheriff's officer, 
announced to the convention, that be 
had no other accusation to prefer 
against his own revolutionary con- 
duct, than that of having neglected 
to poignard Louis XV' I. on the 10th 
of August. Although among the 
prominent leaders of the republican 
party, he eluded the persecutions to 
which they were alternately subject, 
and is now in the quiet enjoynaent of 
an immense fortune, accumulated by 
every species of rapine and vio- 
lence. 

Alerlin de T/iionville was intimate- 
ly connected with Chabot, the cele- 
brated Capuchin, in whose life there 
are some singular traits. In conse- 
quence of his '* ardent patriotism," 
he became tlie curate of Gr^goire; 
and, until he was executed in 1794, 
was in the first rank of incendiaries* 
In the course of July 1 793, he caused 
himself to be wounded by six men 
hired for the purpose, in order that the 
king might be accused of an attempt 
at assassination* It is credibly stated^ 
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tkUEf be urged Merlio with the most 
serious and pressing instauces to as- 
sassinate him ; and to have his body 
transported to the Faubourgs, in or- 
<ier to kindle the fury of the mob, 
and to expedite the destruction of 
the monarchy. He, on one occasion, 
summoned the convention, of which 
be was a member, to swear, *' that, 
profoundly convinced of the vices of 
ftll kings, they would for ever detest 
them.** The whole assembly i*ose, 
and replied, " M}u» le jurona ; i\lu% 
de rot /'* He requested also that a 
new law might be framed concerning 
cinigrants, ^< so simple, that a child 
might send an emigrant to the guil- 
kitine." The liaiaom of Merlin with 
this man and Baadre, a worthy coad- 
jutor, gave rise to the following jeu 
d'es/irit, 

** Connolssez-vous rien de plus sot. 
Que Merlin, Baaire et Cbabot ? 
JTon : Je ne connois riea de pire 
Que Merlin, Chabot et Bazire ; 
Et personne n'est plus coquin 
Que Chabot, Bazire et Merlin." &c. 
Jean Debnjy, associated in the 
French mission to the congress of 
Rastadt wih Robertjot and Bonnier, 
whose mysterious assassination crea- 
ted so lively a sensation throughout 
Europe, is now a senator, a dignitary 
of the legion of honour, and prefect 
of the department of Doubs. He 
was originally a delegate to the le- 
^slativc assembly, and a coryphaeus 
of the popular party. No man 
evinced, on all occasions, a more 
acrimonious and active hostility to 
priests and kings, whom he constant- 
ly denounced as i\\ft feculence and fiu^ 
trefaction of the human race. At his 
instigation the assembly decreed, that 
monsieur, the brother of the king, 
had forfeited his right to the crown, 
in consequence of disobedience to 
the laws on the subject of emigration. 
On the 20ih of June 1792, he pre- 
vented the assembly from entertain- 
ing a question which tended to the 
prevention of the nocturnal attacks 
made on the palace of the Thuileries, 
and signalized himself, by his exer- 
tions to promote the memorable 



affair of the lOth of August. On 
the 20th of the same month, he pro- 
posed the formation of a corps of 
Tyrannicides^ whose sole duty it 
should be, to single out and to de- 
stroy the kings at war with France, 
and the generals who commanded 
their armies. He soon after moved, 
that a reward of 100,000 francs 
should be given to the person who 
should bring to the assembly the 
heads of Fraiicis II. the duke of 
Brunswick, and " all the other beasts 
who resembled them." He voted 
for the death of the king; became 
a member of the committee of pub- 
lick safety ; and procured the esta- 
blishment of a committee of super- 
vision throughout France, which gave 
birth to the revolutionary tribunals, 
so celebrated for the atrocity of their 
proceedings. 

After a zealous and efficient co- 
operation in the violent and sanguina- 
ry measures of the time, he became, 
in the year 1796, a member of the 
council of five hundred, was elected 
secretary, and soon after president 
of that body. In 1798, he presented 
a report on the necessity of infusing 
new life and vigour into their repub- 
lican institutions, in which the fol- 
lowing, among other sentiments, are 
to be remarked. " If we must have 
a superstition, let us have that of li- 
berty ; the fanaticism of liberty, if 
we can. There is no philosophy 
without patriotism, no genius but in 
a republican soul. The sacred love 
of liberty is one of the noblest cha- 
racteristicks of talent, as well as of 
virtue," &c. In 1798, he was sent 
as minister plenipotentiary to Rastadt, 
and, on his return, was wounded in 
the attack made upon the French le- 
gation. On his arrival at Paris, he 
made his appearance in the council 
of ancients, with his arm in a sling, 
and invoked the vengeance of the na- 
tion on the house of Austria. At the 
sitting of the 19th June, consecrated 
to the memory of Bonnier and Ro- 
bertjot, the piTsidcnt solemnly ad- 
dressed Jeftii,.J^j|^x^i9^gViS way. 
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« You live. The task of proclaiming 
your merits l)elongs to posterity. It 
IS our pronnce to avenge your 
wrongs.** Debry made this reply. 
" I swear by the manes of my unfor- 
tunate colleagues, that I will rather 
share their fole than be unfaithful lo 
this republick; without which, no- 
thing remains for us but to die**' It 
was then decreed, that the seat of 
Robenjot, who had been a member, 
should be covered with black crape ; 
and that, until it was filled, the pre* 
sident should, whenever his name 
was read frbm the roll, pronounce 
these words : «* May the fote of the 
French ministers assassinated at Ra- 
stadt be retorted upon the house of 
Austria !'* After the revolution of the 
18th Brumaire, Jean Debry became 
a member of the tribunate ; and, in 
18C0, pronounced a panegyrick on 
the first consul, and a speech in ho- 
nour of the victory of Marengo. He 
has since seconded and applauded all 
the measures of the new government, 
and is now among the most ardent 
admirers of ** tho^e trarufcmdcnt qua^ 
litiea vjhich belong to the whole imfterial 
race,** During the revolution, this 
man was remarked for the acrimony 
«f his invectives against the emi- 
grants, and those who had voted for 
the banishment of the king. Among 
the latter, many were induced to 
pronounce that judgment, from a 
conviction, that by no other expe- 
dient could the life of the monarch 
be saved. Others, who aimed at the 
destiniction of tlie monarchy, were 
nevertheless subdued by the virtuous 
and beneficent character of the sove- 
reign. Their lenity proved fatal to 
themselves, by marking them out 
as objects of suspicion and vengeance 
\o the more satiguinary republicans. 
One of the opinions delivered on this 
subject, by a member of the name 
of Alasscur, deserves to be mention- 
ed, as exhibiting a curious rapfiroche* 
mcnt. It was expressed in this way : 
" Rome banished her kings, and re- 
mained free. Cesar was assassinated 
hy Brutus, and had a successour. 



The English destroyed their tyrant} 
but resumed their chains. I think) 
therefore, that to preserve liberty, 
Louis should be banished " Many 
of the members who voted for the 
punishment of death, expressed their 
opinion in a manner too shockingly 
barbarous to be related. One of them 
remarked, that, long before the revo- 
lution, ** he had conceived and trea- 
sured up that vote in hU heart?* It is 
said of another, of the name of Le 
Jeune^ that he had small guillotines 
made for the purpose of decapitating 
the poultry used at his table ; that he 
used them to cut bis fhiit ; and never 
failed to point out to his guests the 
general utility of the machine, 

Cochony whose name must be fih 
miliar to all our readers, is now pre- 
fect of the Netherlands, and a mem- 
ber of the legion of honour. After 
voting for the death of the king, and 
cooperating in all the excesses of the 
time, he was sent as commissary of 
the convention, to the army of the 
north, and assisted with distinguished 
courage at the siege of Valenciennes, 
the capitulation of which he attributed 
to the treachery of the inhabitants, 
in his report to the convention. He 
became, in 1794, a member of the 
committee of publick safety, and in 
1795, accompanied the army of the 
north to Holland- In the followisg 
year, the directory appointed him 
minister of police, a situation in whidi 
he was found eminently useful, in 
detecting and bafHing the conspiracies 
of Baboeuf and of the camp of Cre- 
nelle, where four hundred jacobins 
were cut to pieces, conformably to 
his arrangements with the command- 
ing ofBcer. In 1797, he denounced 
and brought to trial, several emissa* 
ries of the Bourbons; and stated, Jn 
his report of the trial, " that he knew 
not to what he was to attribute the 
ocUoua diadnction of being placed in 
their list of the ministers who were 
to be retained after the revival of the 
monarchy,** with this additional re- 
mark, " that he had voted for the 
death of tlje„kiii|^^^,fOon after 
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swore to combat the enemies of tlie 
republick, of whatever party ; and, in 
a report ap^ainst the refractory priests, 
accused them of corrupting the pub- 
Kok mind. He was afterwards dis- 
missed by the directory, and inclu- 
ded among the defiortS^ ; but had pro- 
ceeded no further than the island of 
Oleron, when the revolution of the 
I8ih Brumaire took place. He re- 
turned, and was immediately admit- 
ted to the favour of the new govern- 
ment, of which he is now a zealous 
supporter. 

The polished courtesy and peculiar 
softness of manner by which Cochon 
IS distinguished iu private life, ai*e 
strikingly contrasted with "the intem- 
perance of his political career. He was 
originally an advocate, and unites con- 
siderable literary attainments to an 
uncommon share of sagacity and in- 
dustry. The government have as- 
sociated with him at Antwerp, in the 
capacity of maritime prefect^ Ma^ 
huet who sustained so courageously 
and ably, the falling fortunes of the 
monarchy, and who emigrated to this 
country in the year 1792. The lat- 
ter enjoyed much of the confidence 
of Louis XVI ; and when the intend- 
ed trial of that monarch was known in 
f^ndon, wrote to the executive 
council, to request that he might be 
permitted to undertake his defence 
before the convention ; — a trait of 
loyalty which deserves to be record- 
ed. On his return to France, after 
the affair of the 18th Brumaire, be 
was at first arretted by the police, 
but soon obtained his release ; and in 
1803 was chosen by the government 
to fill his present station. It was 
expected that these men, by the at- 
tractions of their society, and the 
mildness of their administration, 
would have been able to conciliate 
the inhabitants of Antwerp ; but such 
Was the general antipathy to the 
French dominion, that even in 1807, 
they had not succeeded in establish- 
ing a social intercourse with more 
than two or three of the princi- 
pal personages of the department. 
VOL. 11. I i 



With the exception of Malouet^ 
Mounier, S^gur, Alexandre, La 
Rochefoucault, and cardinal Maury, 
but few of the distinguished royalists 
have enlisted themselves in the ser« 
vice of the new dynasty. S^gur, 
who at various times, acted as a fo» 
reign minister under the ancien rS^ 
gimcj is now a counsellor of state, and 
grand master of ceremonies »,i the 
imperial court. Mounier died in 
1806, at Paris, after having become 
a senator and prefect of one of the 
departments. Prince Ferdinand de 
Rohan, formerly archbishop of Cam* 
bray, is now almoner of the empress* 
Cardinal Maury retired from the 
first tumults of the revolution to 
Rome, where he obtained his cardi* 
nal's hat. In 1805, he addressed a 
letter to the emperour Napoleon, 
signifying his wish to return to 
France, and to recognise the new 
government. In the month of June 
of that year, he was presented to the 
monarch at Genoa, and much grati- 
fied by his reception. He was soon 
after appointed almoner to prince Je- 
rome, and obtained a bishoprick. 
He is now resident in Paris, profess- 
ing himself to be warmly devoted to 
the interests of the reigning family* 
In the month of May, he was re« 
ceived as a member of the Institute, 
and delivered, on that occasion, an 
elal>orate discourse. — No occurrence 
of the kind ever excited more curio- 
sity in the capital, or drew a more 
numerous auditory. His reputation 
as the first orator of the C6t^ droit, 
and the formidable rival of Mirabeau ; 
the unshaken courage and persevering 
energy with which he once defended 
the throne of the Bourbons, and his 
recent defection from their cause, on 
which he was expected to touch, gave 
an extraordinary interest to his Qnt 
publick exhibition. His hearers, 
however, retired fatigued and dis- 
gusted, with a dull and prolix ha* 
rangue, remarkable only for the ful- 
some adulation which it ofiered to the 
imperial family. Those who recol- 
leaed him pi^chin^efef^ithc kin^ 
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Ms benefactor, or asserting, in the 
national assembly, the rights of his 
order, with such force of argument, 
and so captivating an elocution, had 
the mortification to find, that his man- 
ner was stripped of all the charms 
with which it was once invested; 
and that, witb the dignity of his 
character, he had lost the fire of his 
genius, and the lustre of his elo- 
quence. 

The name of Mirabeau is so often 
conjoined wl:h that of Mauryj thai 
we arc naturally led to turn to the ar- 
ticle which treats of the former. The 
accounts of this extraordinary man 
are already so voluminous, that it 
would be superfluous to indulge in 
any details. The disorders of his 
private lile, and the extraordinary 
inBictions to which they exposed 
him, enter not ii>to our present sub- 
ject. It is sufficient to say, that, 
being rejected at the first election for 
the states-general by the noblesse of 
Provence, he hired a shop, and in- 
scribed on his sign : " Mirabeau, 
draper." He succeeded as a candidate 
for the third estate, and, at the court 
of Versailles, passed under the de* 
signation of the plebeian count. He 
soon signalized himself in the tribune 
by the powers of his invective, and 
ihe sagacity with which he analysed 
every question of publick interest 
agitated in the assembly. His first 
connexion was with the duke of Or- 
leans, whom he al)andoned, after 
making a liberal use of hts purse 
Ifis frequent overtures to the king 
satisfectorily prove, that he sought 
popularity only to acquire a more ar- 
bitrary dominion over the court. It 
was not until near the end of the ses- 
sion, alter a fiery and turbulent op- 
position, which is too well known to 
require any description, and when 
he had obtained an unrivalled ascen- 
dency over the popular party, that his 
services were accepted by the court, 
his debts paid, and a pension allowed 
him It does not appear, that he at 
any time contemplated the possibility 



of establishing a democracy in France; 
but it is certain that, after his de- 
sertion to the court, he had formed 
the plan of dissolving a legislature^ 
which he soon found wholly un tracta- 
ble.* His death frustrated the exe- 
cution of this scheme — perhaps the 
only one which could have saved the 
monarchy. The address with which 
he contrived to promote his own 
views, by appearing to second those 
of his old confederates, the energf 
and splendour of his declamation, arc 
ail calculated to inspire the highest 
idea of his powers, and to awaken 
a lively regret, that an intelligence 
almost stupendous should have been 
conjoined with a depravity of morals 
scarcely to be paralleled. The me- 
chanism of his oratory is said, by all 
those who knew him, to have cor* 
responded to the force and bfiJKancy 
df his expression. His works, some 
of which are detestably licentious, 
display a profound knowledge of hu'* 
anan nature, and deep research ; but 

• We find the opinions which Mr. Burke 
has expi^essedin his I^etter daUte Frendi 
Revolution, concerning the compositioa 
of this assembly, conm*med in these vo- 
liMncs> by a very remarkable testimony'. 
They mention a farmer of the name of 
Gerard, who was introduced a» a member 
of the states general, for the purpose of 
conciliating tlie people of his district, by 
makin};^ one of themselves a representa- 
tive of the nation. He was wholly witli- 
out education, and in manners and dress 
a mere peasant ; but with much honesty 
and good sense to compensate for his ex- 
tcriour. In wiiting to his constituents, 
he expressed himself in this way: 
" Wliat can I do in tlie midst of 
a crowd of pettyfogging lawyers and at^ 
toineys, wlio believe they know every 
thing", and look upon themselves as the 
most im])ortant branch of the lef»^slature, 
although tliey have not an inch of ground 
under the sun, and can only gain by thft 
total subversion of tlie existing order of 
thinj^s ?" One of tlie orators of the as- 
sembly terminated a long speech, by ask- 
ing Gerard what he thought of the assem- 
bly. " I think," said Gerard, rising in 
his place, and looking very gravely aroond 
him, *' I think there ai*e a gi'eaJt many 
scoundrels among us." 



Digitized 



byVjUUVlC 



MODERN BIOGRAPHY. 



m 



are written In a loose, luxuTiant stf le, 
{md in much too dedaniatory a tone* 
He died at the early a^e of forty-tw0, 
declaring " that he carried the roo- 
narc^^y away with him." It was a 
favourite phrase of his, in allusion to 
the versatility of the mob, " that the 
distance was but small from the capi- 
tol to the Tarpeian rock.*' 

Mirabeau had a younger brother, 
the viscom/itey of a character nearly 
as depraved as his own, and gifted 
with uncommqn powers of wit and 
ridicule, which he wielded to the 
great annoyance of the popular par- 
ty. His brother said of him, that, in 
any other family, the viscompte would 
have been considered as a profligate ; 
but that, in theirs, he was a prodigy 
of virtue- During the tutnults, to 
which the question of confiscating 
the prgi^ty of the clergy gave rise, 
in thS^constklient assembly, the 
younger brother apologized for the 
vehemence of his manner, by slating, 
<<that, in that assembly, he found 
the logick of the lungs as necessary 
as aqy other species of dialecticks.'' 
When the elder Mirabeau reproached 
him ^th indulging in habits of in- 
toxication, his reply Was: "What 
can you complain of? Of all the 
vices of any importance, you have 
left me no distinctive one but that." 
He emigrated, and died at Fribourg 
in 1792, after serving with distinc- 
tion, under the orders of the prince 
of Cond6. 

In the number of those who have 
stood foremost in the revolutionary 
ranks, there is, perhaps, no indivi- 
dual, whose character or history is 
more interesting than that of Camot, 
He is the only one of the whole list 
of republicans, who has adhered to 
their former piinciples, and in whose 
character and manners the new order 
of things appears to have wrought no 
change. He entered, at an early age, 
into the corps of engineers, and owed 
his advancement to the favour of the 
prince of Cond^. Some mathemati- 
cal essays and light verses acquired 
him a certain degree of repiitation 



before the revolution. He was a cap- 
tain of engineers at the commence* 
ment of the troubles; and, in 1791, 
was deputed to the legislature by the 
department of the Paa de Calais, An 
ardent imaq;ination, heated by a con- 
stant meditation, or deep study of the 
popular institutions of antiquity, led 
him to embrace the popular cause 
with eagerness, and to concur zea- 
lously in most of the intemperate 
opinions and measures of the time* 
He voted for the accusation of the 
princes ; for the fabrication of 30,000 
pikes to arm the sans-culottes ; and, 
finally, for the death of the king« 
He was sent, by the convention* on 
various missions to the armies ; and 
signalized himself as much by per- 
sonal intrepidity, as by the energy 
of his republicanism. In the month 
of March 1793, accompanying tht; 
army of the north, he cashiered ge« 
neral Gratien on the field of batde, 
for having retreated before the ene- 
my ; and put himself at the head of 
the troops. On his return to the 
convention, he became a member of 
the committee of publick safety ; 
and, under the influence of Robes* 
spierre, was but too active an auxili- 
ary in the unprecedented atrocities 
which characterized the reign of ter- 
rour. His conduct during that period 
gave rise to the picture which Mr. 
Burke has drawn of him, in his first 
letter on the regicide peace. Camot, 
by the peculiar bent of his genius, 
soon acquired an unlimited influence 
in the military department; and, 
during his administration, it could 
never be said, that the errours of the 
cabinet rendered abortive the opera- 
tions of the field* He was intrusted 
with all the plans deposited in the 
bureaux since the reign of Loui.s 
XIV. and, by his'own memoirs and 
instructions, issued in the name of 
the committee of publick safety, con- 
tributed materially to the astonishing 
success of the French arms. He 
claimed the merit of the victory* of 
Maubeuge, gained by Jourdan, at 
which he assisted as commissary pf 
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the eoDventiQii ; and he has* at all 
times, been ambitious of this species 
of glory. In May 1794, he was elect- 
ed president of the convention ; and, 
when a deputation from the jacobins 
' appeared at the bar, to state, in a 
formal manner, that they actually 
believed in the existence of a God, 
Camot told them, that this step alone 
was BufEcient to re&ite all the calum- 
nies vomited forth against their so- 
ciety. He, on one occasion, de- 
nounced Turreau, now ambassadour 
to the United States of America, 
and Carrier, for their barbarities in 
La Vendee. And when Barrere and 
Collot were arraigned by the conven* 
tion, undertook their defence with 
the utmost warmth- He was, him- 
self, exposed to fre<]uent attac)LS, par* 
ticularly in May 1795, when Legen- 
dre called for his arrest ; but Bourdon 
de rOise saved him, by exclaiming : 
♦* This is the man who organized 
victory in the French armies I" He 
ivas afterwards raised to the director- 
ship, and, for some time, exerted a 
considerable ascendency over his col- 
leagues; but was at last overpowered 
by their Intrigues, and compelled to 
take refuge in Germany, where he 
published a vindication of his con- 
duct. And it is rather remarkable 
that he should, although at that time 
under the protection of a monarch, 
have terminated it, by declaring him- 
self '* Qtill the irreconcilable enemy of 
kings." This Memoir JuMtificatif diC' 
celerated the downfall of the directo- 
ry, whose vices and crimes he has 
denounced with great forpe and acri- 
mony of invective. He returned to 
France after the dissolution of tbeir 
power, and was appointed minister 
of war in April 1800. He, however, 
soon relinquished this office, and lived 
for some time in retirement. In 
1803, he consented to act as a mem- 
ber of the tribunate ; and in this ca- 
pacity, resisted, on several occasions, 
the favourite measures of the govern- 
ment. He stood alone in his vote 
against the consulate for life ; stre- 
nuously opposed the f^ccession of 



Buonaparte to tl>e imperii^ dignity » 
and persisted in refusing to sign the 
registers. In 1807, he appeared to 
be wholly engrossed by ^lis avoca- 
tions, as a member of the first class 
of the institute. Various works on 
the higher branches of the mathc- 
maticks attest his eminence in tliat 
science. In manners, in countenance! 
and in the deep workings of the soul, 
no one of his contemporaries ap- 
proaches so nearly to the republican 
models of antiquity, as there is none 
more profoundly versed in all the 
branches of re publican history. These 
studies, perhaps, have nourished a 
fierce spirit, and a severity of temper« 
which have justly subjected him to 
the imputation of cruelty ; but he is 
fi*ee from the reproach of peculatioov 
which attaches to so many of his col* 
leagues. Those who contem|date him^ 
under his present ciit^mstances, an4 
recollect the genius of the man, and 
the sphere in which he has once 
moved, are reminded of the picture 
which the Roman historians draw of 
Marius, sitting on the ruins of Ciu> 
thage. The skill and intrepidity which 
be, and many others, without a mi- 
litary education, exhibited, when de- 
puted to the armies, is a trait too re- 
markable to be passed over. There 
Is, moreover, somethmg to admire 
in the lofty confidence which the 
commissaries of the convention, like 
those of Rome, so often manifested 
in the fortunes of the republick, al- 
though accompanied by the fastidious 
insolence of profligate power. They 
spoke and fought with equal energy. 
When general Montesquieu hesita- 
ted to t^e possession of Geneva, in 
Consequence of the remonstrances of 
the Swiss cantons, Dubois Cranc6, 
the delegate to his army, is said to 
have exclaimed : " A quoi bon tani de 
fa9ons :" ^^ I would beat down Gene- 
va into her own lake by a shower of 
bombs, and invite the magnificent 
cantons to fish her up again." In 
the life of St. Just, who, at the age 
of twenty-six, perished on the scaf- 
fold with Robespierre^ and whose en- 
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dcMrm«nt8 resembled those of Car- 
noty there are striking instances of 
the same spirit. While with the at- 
my of the north, and at the battle of 
Fleurus, he exhibited the accomplish- 
ments of an able general, united to 
the desperate courage of a soldier, 
and the lofty enthusiasm of an impe- 
tuous proconsul. The associates of 
Camot in the directorial power, are 
still alive. Rewbell,* who voted for 
the death of the king, and who ac- 
quired so much celebrity by his rapa- 
cious exactions, although in disgrace 
with the government, is left to enjoy 
the fruits of them in the vicinity of 
Paris. La R&vaitiere Lcpeauxy the 
high priest of the sect of Theophi- 
lanthropists, and of whom it was sar- 
castically obstrved) by one of his col- 
leagues, " that his predominant pas- 
sion was the fear of being hung," is 
Hving, unmolested, in the midst of 
botanical pursuits. Barras resides in 
a state of honourable exile, in the 
south of France. Roger Ducosy who, 
m ir94, presided at the meetings of 
the jacobin society, and passed from 
the station of director to that of 
third consul in 1799, fell soon after 
into the ranks of the senate, where 
be now glitters as one of the great 
dignitaries of the legion of honour. 
Stey^9j supports the same honours, 
with a large estate, bestowed by the 
consuls as a national recompense. 

• This man was charged with " let 
grtuuU mouvementt p^cwwUres^** in the 
technical phraseology of the banditti. A re- 
lation of Rewbell, of the name o£ Jiapinat, 
was sent into Switzerland by the directo- 
ry, *• pour trteoaUUr la Suisst^ — ^to pillage 
and distract that country. It it rather a 
singular coincidence, that his two princi- 
pal coadjutors in this honourable mission, 
were called Forfait and Gntgeon, His 
spoliations became so intolerable at length, 
that the French government was compel- 
led to recall him. On his return, tlie fol- 
lowmg quatrain was published, in allusion 
to his name. 

** Quettion tT Etymologie, 

" Un bon Suisse que I'on mine, 

" Voudrait bien que I'on deciddt ; 

" Si Rapmat vient de raping, 

'* 04 n^m^ de Rapiaat." "( 



Barthelemi is oho a member of the 
senate, and by far the most respecta- 
ble of that body. During the great 
shocks of the revolution, he was ab- 
sent on foreign missions, and con- 
ducted himself with uniform mode- 
ration and distinguished ability. He 
negotiated several important treaties 
abroad ; and, on his return to Paris, 
was forced into the directorship, ra- 
ther by the lustre of his character, 
than by any love for the situation. 
That character threw him among 
the number of the defiortH^ when 
Barras and his party acquired a pre- 
ponderance. His escape from Cay- 
enne must be familiar to most of our 
readers, by the work of Ramel. His 
early studies were pursued under the 
direction of his uncle, the celebrated 
author of the Ti*avels of Anacharsts, 
who combined with so copious a va- 
riety of knowledge, and such exqui- 
site taste, so much private virtue and 
social talent, as to render him the 
delight of his friends, and the orna- 
ment of his age. With an intellect 
and a heart formed upon this amia- 
ble model, the nephew has a similar 
exteriour ; a tall and well proportion- 
ed frame; a physiognomy of the 
true antique, with a mingled expres* 
sion of simplicity, of goodness, and 
of greatness, which seems to reflect 
the true character of a noble and ele- 
vated mind. 

We find mentioned in these vo- 
lumes an ahb6 Fenelony a grand ne- 
phew of the celebrated archl»shop of 
Cambray, from whose name virtue 
appears inseparable. In the decline 
of life, the abb^ is said to have con- 
ceived the design of improving the 
condition, and correcting the vices 
of an unfortunate class of childreUf 
known in Paiis under the appellatioii 
of P^tit9 Savoyard; He laboured so 
assiduously for the accomplishment 
of his benevolent purpose, that he ac- 
quired the surname of their bishop* 
He was seen constantly surrounded 
by a little group, who appeared t# 
listen to him i^ith respect and admi- 
ration; and whoy in % short time* 
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imbibed a strong affection for his 
person. He was seized and imprison- 
ed in the Luxembourg, during the 
reign of terrour. As soon as the Sa- 
voyards heard of his imprisonment, 
they assembled, and proceeded in a 
body to the convention, to solicit his 
liberi^on ; but without success* He 
was condemned as an aristocrat by 
the revolutionary tribunal, and exe- 
cuted at the age of eighty-one* 

Our attention has been attracted 
by the name <^ Deeez^^ who pro- 
nounced the eloquent and powerful 
vindication of Louis XV I. before the 
convention. The reputation which 
he had acquired at the bar before 
the revolution, induced the monarch 
to call upon him, after the refusal of 
Target, to undertake his defence. He 
obeyed the call with enthusiasm ; and, 
before he entered upon the perform- 
ance of his task, made every neces- 
sary dispo^tion for his own death ; 
so sure was the fate which seemed to 
await all those who openly adhered 
to the interests of the throne. His 
discourse, written in the course of 
four nights, embraced, and triumph- 
antly refiit^, all the topicks of ac- 
cusation preferred against his royal 
client* It contains some most pathe- 
tick appeals, and many bold strokes 
of eloquence* His enunciation is un- 
commonly fine, and was found every 
way suitable to the importmce of his 
object. The interesting journal of 
Malesherbes states, that the perora- 
tion, as it originally stood, was of ip- 
lesistible pathos. " When Desez^ 
lead it to us," says his venerable 
associate, ^* we could not refrain 
from shedding tears ;*' but the king 
remarked, that ^ it must be sup- 
pressed, as he did not wish to make 
an appeal to the passions.*** The 
monarch, after his condemnation, ask- 
ed Male^erbes, with viuble emotion, 

• There is one part of this speech 
which particularly deserves to be noticed 
as " un beau nwuvemefit.^* The orator cast- 
ing his eyes indignantly around him, ex- 
claimed : ** Je cherche'Kci des juges ; Jc 
ae vois partout que des accusateurs." 



what he could do to reward hla advo- 
cate. This was reported to Desez^, 
who asked no other recompense than 
the honour of kissing his master's 
hand. The request was immediately 
granted ; and, as he approached to 
bend the knee, Louis pi^ssed forwardp 
threw his arms about his neck, rest* 
ed his head upon his shoulder, and 
sobbed bitterly for some time, ex- 
claiming, « Mon pauvre Desez6 1" 

Desez6, soon after the execution 
of the sovereign, was thrown into an 
obscure prison, where he remained 
lor a long period, apparently forgot- 
ten by those who had ordered his 
arrest* His wife, a woman of a most 
accomplished and vigorous mind, ap- 
plied for his release to Barrere, on 
whom her husband had conferred 
some important benefits at his outset 
in life. Barrere shed tearsjKben be 
was informed of the misenS of his 
benefactor ; but commanded the mSt 
to abstain from all further applica- 
dons in favour of her husband, lest 
the attention of the revolutionary 
government should be drawn towards 
him; and after the lapse of a few 
months, had him secretly removed 
to a Maison de SantS^ or a house for 
the reception of invalids and luna- 
ticks* We know of no other favour- 
able trait in the life of this furious 
and wily demagogue, who, alter ha- 
ving so long governed the legisladve 
assemblies of France, and occupied 
so much of the attention of mankind, 
has dwindled into absolute insignifi- 
cance, and now drags out a solitary 
and sordid existence in Paris, con* 
temned by the government, and 
ahunned by all orders of men** In 

* Since the establishment of the impe- 
rial despotism, he for some time edited, 
under the auspices of the police, a vio- 
lent journal with the title of Memorial 
Anti'Britanmqtie. Notwithstanding the 
sanguinary and infuriate conduct of this 
man during the reTolution, there are few 
of more mud or fascinating manners, or 
whose conversation breathes purer and 
more indulgent sentiroients of morality. 
He was remarkable for the inflation of 
his style, and ottrivalled in the art of 
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tbis Maison de Sante, Desez^ remain- 
ed during the whole of the reign of 
terrour, secluded from publick no- 
tice, and occupied in the education 
of his children. He ventured forth 
vrhen the fury of the tempest was 
past ; and it is thought rather remark- 
able in France, that, of a numerous 
family, not one fell under the axe of 
the guillotine. He exercises no em- 
ployment under the government, but 
lives in a retired part of the capital, 
in the midst of a society of men, such 
as Morellet, Sicard, and some others, 
with whom any state of things would 
be tolerable. MaJesherbes perished 
on the scaffold at the age of se- 
venty* Target, who shrunk from 
the peril of defending his sove- 
reign, and who, during the reign of 
terrour, acted as secretary of the re- 
volutionary committee ot his section, 
is now a judge of the tribunal of cas- 
sation, and a member of the legion 
of honour. Fronchet, who coopera- 
ted so nobly with Desez6, died in 
1806, after having served as a sena- 
tor under the new regime. Tron9on 
Ducoudray, who defended the queen, 
was dejiorted to Cayenne, where he 
fell a victim to that destructive cli- 
mate, facetiously styled the dry gtdU 
lotinc by the agents of the directory. 
On this fatal spot, about the same 
time, died also BiUaud de Varennes, 
Bourdon de TOise, and many others 
of a character and principles so op- 
posite to those of Ducoudray. There 
are few things, indeed, which can 
give us a more powerful impression 
of the atrocities of faction, or the in- 
discriminate mischiefs of revolution, 
than the singular group which the 
colony of Cayenne exhibited for some 
time ; of refractory and apostate 
priests; of royalists and demagogues, 
brought together to encounter the 
same destiny on the same spot. The 
same instructive lesson was afforded 
io the prisons of Paris, where the 
executioner and his victim, the accu- 

puffing the siiccesscsof tlie French surms. 
llis exag-gfcrations induced St. Just to re- 
mark to him, rather anarily, ** Barrere, 
tu fais trop monster nos victo&rcs." 



ser and the accused, the leaders of a 
fiEillen party and their vindictive 8uc« 
cessours, often met on their passage 
to the same scaffold* It was truly 
and emphatically said by Danton, 
that the fraternity of these republi- 
cans was that of Cain ; and that the 
tyrant crowned with the bonnet rougc^ 
may be as relentless as he who wields 
the scepti:e. Danton, Chaumejtte, 
Hebert and Robespierre) occupied 
successively the same dungeon in the 
Conciergerie. When Danton was 
going to the scaffold, he at first im- 
precated curses on Robespierre ; but 
suddenly checking himself, exclaim- 
ed: '^ They are all alike; Brissot 
would have sent me to the guillotine 
as well as Robespierre*" '^ Quod inter 
bonos amicitia," says Cicero^ '^ inter 
malos factio est*'' 

We observe by these volumes, 
that the fury of the revolutionary 
leaders was particularly directed 
against the &rmers-general, who all 
perished, with the exception of a 
single individual, a M* de Verdun. 
Sixty of them were executed at one 
time, in consequence of a report of 
Dupin, a frantick member of the 
convention* The revolutionary tri- 
bunal adopted a general formula as 
the ground of their condemnation ; 
which is curious as applied to Lavoi- 
ncTy who was declared guilty of ha- 
ving *' adulterated snuff with water 
and ingredients destructive of the 
health of the citiaens." This chymist 
requested time to complete some 
experiments necessary for an impor- 
tant discovery in which he had been 
for some years engaged ; and offered 
to lay down his life willingly when 
he had finished his task* The reply 
of CofBnhal, the president, was: 
*' That the republick did not want 
savans or chymists, and that the 
course of justice could not be sus- 
pended. Nothing can be imagined 
more atrocious, and sometimes more 
ludicrous than the judgments of this 
horrible inquisition. W^e find in- 
stances, of a woman .of ninety-two, 
both deaf and blind, condemned for 
counter^revolutionaryintentions'^oitLW 
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individual, for not paying his taxes 
through a spirit of royalty— of ano- 
ther, for declahning against " the 
innocent and virtuous Robespierre,'* 
Ice. Camille^ DcamottUm^ and Danton 
were condemned for intending to re- 
establish monarchy! and Carrier^ for 
executing the famous noyades,* and 
shooting children of thirteen and 
fourteen years old, vnth monarchxai 
Tiews, We ol)serve, that the writers 
of these vohimes, after stating the 
condemnation of an individual, deem 
h altogether superfluous to add, that 
he was executed I 

Anacharsis Cloots, the soi-disant 
orator of the human racc^ was con- 
ducted to the scaffold under the same 
pretext. This man was the nephew 
of Paau^ the author of some well 
known works, and appears not to 
have been wholly destitute of talents. 
fJerman metaphysicks and depraved 
morals contributed to render him 
one of the most wild, as well as one 
of the most original fanalicks of the 
revolution. The grave solemnity with 
which he was received by the national 
asseml)ly, on his embassy from the 
human race^ and the serious attention 
paid to his procession and insane ha- 
rangues, would be fit subjects for de- 
rision, if they did not afford a sad 

• l*hc noyadcs were effected by draw- 
i(iig out a plug inserted in the bottom of 
the boats on which the wretched victims 
were launched. The genius of ini<}uity 
#ften displays itself in the same invenUons. 
The learned reader will recollect, that 
when Nero was desirous of despatcliing 
Lis mother, and found liimsclf at a loss 
ft)r an expedient, Anicetus, a fi-ccd man, 
proposctl to him, "the model of a ship 
itpon a new construction, framed in such 
a manner that a part might be withdrawii, 
auul the unsuspecting passenger commit- 
ted to the waves." [Tac, Jtu lib, 14. At\ 
o.} Carrier is also said to have frequently 
practised the same refinement of cnielty, 
which Virgil in his 8tli book of tfie ^neid, 
attributes to the tyrant Mezentius. 
Mortua quinetiamjungcbat corpora vivis, 
Componcns manibusquc manus, atque ori- 

bus ora. 
Torment! genus! ct, sanic taboque flu- 
cute s, 
C'lmplexu In misero, longa sic mortc ne- 
cabat. 



proof of the melancholy condition o! 
the times. His invectives against 
monarchy and rcligon are too gross 
and blasphemous to bear repetition. 
He encountered death with the ut- 
most serenity ; and on his way tp 
the scaffold, lectured Hebert on 
materialism, " to prevent him,** as 
he said, ^^ from feeling any religious 
sentiments in his last moments." He 
also asked to be executed after bis 
associates, ** in order to have time to 
establish certain principles, wh^c 
their heads were falling." 

We are much struck with the ac- 
count which is here given of the 
end of Condorcet. After having act- 
ed a prominent part in thefirst stages 
of the revolution, he was denounced 
by Chabot, in the year 1793, and 
compelled to take refuge at the house 
of a female acquaintance, iqb whom 
he remained until the following year; 
and in this interval, wrote his book 
on The Progress of the Human Mind, 
Forced to quit this asylum, in con* 
sequence of a decree which punished 
with death those who were convicted 
of harbouring outlaws, he left Paris, 
meanly dressed, and with the inten- 
tion of putting himself under the pro* 
tection of an old friend, Suardj who 
resided at Seaux. When he reached 
his dwelling, he found that Suard 
had gone to Paris ; and the fugitive 
was necessitated to skulk for several 
nights among the quarries of the 
neighbourhood. Hunger at length 
drove him from his retreat, and led 
him to enter a small inn at Clamart. 
His long beard, his gaunt and haggard 
appearance ; the agitation of his man- 
ner, and the voracity with which he 
ate, subjected him to suspicion ; and 
he was accordingly arrested by a 
member of the revolutionary com- 
mittee of the place. When brought 
before the committee, he called hira» 
self Simony and slated that he had 
been a servant. But on being search- 
ed, a small copy of Horace was found 
in his pocket, with Latin notes pen- 
cilled on the margin. " Vou say 
thai you were a domesiick," said tli 
peasant who iuteriogated lum> ^ but 
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I should rather sruppose, that you are 
one of ihose cidevanty who had do- 
mesticks." ' The man sent him to 
Bourg la Reine on foot; but his 
$t]*ength failing before the end of the 
journef) his conductors mounted 
mva on the horse of a labourer. On 
his arrival) he was thrown into a 
dungeon, and forgotten for twenty- 
four hours. At the end of that time, 
he was found lifeless and stiff by the 
person who was sent to supply him 
with bread and water. It was doubt- 
ful whether his death was produced 
by mere inanition, or occasioned by 
a strong poison which he always car- 
ried about him. Such was the exit 
of one who may be justly classed 
among the most original writers of 
his age, and who was surpassed by 
none of the illustrfous body of literati 
to whicb he belonged, in the brillian- 
cy of bis genius, and the variety of 
his acquirements. . Although author 
of that formidable phrase, peace to 
the cottage^ but war on fialacea^* his 
temper was mild and benevolent, and 
his morals are said to have been irre- 
proachable. Petiony the celebrated 
mayor of Paris, an enthusiast of a 
much more criminal cast, experi- 
enced a similar fate. After being 
proscribed by Robespierre, he wan- 
dered over Brittany and the depart- 
ment of Girondy, and was at length 
found dead in a field, apparently 
through hunger. The miserable end 
of Bailly, the predecessor of Petion, 
b well known. He is said to have 
bom a strong resemblance to lord 
Melville, infieraon and /ace. 

Of the party of the Gironde, to 
whom Mad. Roland is so prodigal of 
her praise, but few appear to have 
survived. Barnave, Gaudet, Valag^, 
Vcrgniaud, were all swept away. 
Most of them were men of talents, 
and apparently of good intentions. 
There are some circumstances con- 
nected with the death of Vergniaud, 
.which deserve to be mentioned as 
Illustrative of the French character. 

* Guerrt aox ^teaux^ paix i la chatt- 



Fonfredey Gensonn^^ Oucos and Va« 
lag6, were confined in the Concier* 
gerie along with him^ and passed the 
night before thei^ execution in a 
manner suitable to the character 
which each had received from na* 
ture. Fonfrede, although resigned 
to his fate, shed a tear, every now and 
then, at the recollection of bis wife 
and children. Ducos made verses* 
enlivened his companions by spright- 
ly sallies, and gravely proposed, that* 
while they still retained their quality 
of deputies, they should decree the 
indivisibility of their heads from their 
bodies, as they had decreed that of 
the republick. Valag^, unmoved and 
determined, was busy in contriving 
how he should despatch himself. 
Vergniaud threw away some poison 
which he had kept about him, decla- 
ring, that as he bad not enough to 
share with his friends, he would not 
abandon them. He discoursed for a 
long time, with his usual eloquence) 
on revolutions and governments, and 
predicted the miseries which awaited 
his country. These volumes abound 
with similar instances of perfect sang^ 
froid^ of steady composure, and of 
careless gayety,* displayed by indi- 
viduals of all parties, even at the foot 
of the scaffold. They furnish also 
numerous cases of deliberate suicide^ 
of a singular nature. t 

• When D'Espr^nil was going to the 
scafTold, he was afcoropanied by Le Cha- 
pelier, well known as one of the best ora^ 
tors of the constituent assembly, and who 
was to be executed with hira. Le Cluu 
pelier, as they were ascending the steps, 
observed to his companion, that they were 
to have a terrible problem to solve in their 
last moments. What is that? said the 
other. •* To determine/* was the reply, 
<* to which of us the hisses of the popur 
lace are meant to be addressed." 

t The royalists sometimes destroyed 
themselves through the fear of being mas- 
sacred ; and the republicans, in order to 
escape the guUlotine. Most of the re- 
publican leaders habituaUy carried poi- 
son about them for this purpose. Mon- 
tesquieu, in endeavouring to account for 
the frequency of suicide among the Ro- 
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We have encountered various 
anecdotes of female heroism ; two 
or three of which we shall cull out 
for our readers. The chiefs of La 
Vendue were attended, in the roost 
bloody engagements, by several fe- 
males, who ornamented their stand- 
ards with chivalrous devices, and who, 
like the Camillas and Pcnthisilcas of 
old, carried consternation and death 
into the enemy's rank. Amonp; the 
number was a ^ladame La Roche- 
foucault, the mistress of Charctte, 
who signalized herself on various oc- 
casions, and was at length taken pri- 
soner, and executed. Another of 
these heroines, at the affair of Geste, 
rallied the broken forces of the roy- 
alists, charged three times at their 
head, and was found covered with 
wounds on the field of battle. In the 
terrible battle of Mans, in which 
10,C00 republicans, and 20,000 Ven- 
deans, are said to have perished, a 
young woman, anned with a helmet 
and a lancC) and pursued by some 
soldiers, fell at the feet of the repub- 
lican commander, general Marceau, 
and entreated him to protect her. He 
raised her up, bade her discard her 
fears, and, attracted by the beauty of 
her countenance, determined to save 
her if possible. A law, however, 
was then in force, which punished 
any republican with death who gave 
quarter to a Vendean taken in arms 
Marceau was denounced, and would 
have been executed, had it not been 
for the interference of Bourbotte, the 
deputy of the convention, whose life 
he had saved in the same engage- 
ment. Neither the authority of the 
deputy nor the tears of Marceau, 

causes, enumerates tlie influence of pas- 
sion. To this may be added, witli regard 
to the republicans of France, their reli- 
gious maxims, similar in their effects 
to tlie principles of tlie Stoicks, which 
prevailed among tlie Romans. Most of 
the republicans had selected, as a motto, 
the lines of Voltaire in Merope. 

•* Quand on a tout perdu, quand on n'a 
plus d'espoir. 

La vie est un opprobre, et la mort un 
devoir.** 



could, however, wrest the blr pri- 
soner from the hands of the execu- 
tioner. There is something partip 
cularly interesting in the story of 
Cecile Renault, a beautiful woman, 
executed at the age of 20, for an al- 
leged attempt to assassinate Robes- 
pierre. The distractions of the capi- 
tal, and the tide of blood which rolled 
in the streets, appear to have disor- 
dered her fancy ; but it is not clear 
that she really had the intention im- 
puted to her. In May 1794, she 
called at the house of Robespierre, 
and requested to see him. On being 
refused, she replied, that he was a 
publick functionary, and should there- 
fore be accessible to all. *' When 
we had a king,** she added, '* there 
was no difficulty m seeing him. I 
would sacrifice my^ife to have ano- 
ther." When dragged bAre the 
revolutionary tribunal, two knives 
were found in her pocket ; and she 
was therefore condemned. Her fa- 
ther was executed with her as an 
accomplice ; and all her relations, 
friends, and acquaintance, involved in 
the same fate. More tlian sixty per- 
sons, whom she did not know, were 
sacrificed on the same account. One 
of these, a republican of the name 
of Admiral, jocosely remarked to her, 
as he was about to lay his head on 
the block: " Vous-vouliez voir un 
tyran ? Vous n'aviez qu'a aller a la 
convention : vous en eussiez vu de 
toutea ies/afona.*' A similar instance 
of philosophy, or insensibility, is re- 
markable in the person of Lcbon, a 
sans-culotte of the most ruffian cast. 
When, preparatory to his execution, 
they were al)out to invest him with 
the chemise rovge^ the symbol of a 
murdeVous life, he returned it with 
affected gravity to the executioner, 
exclaiming : " Ce n'est pas moi qui 
dois I'endosser ; il faut Tenvoyer i h 
convention dont je n'ai fait qu'execu- 
ter les ordres." 

The most famous, perhaps, of 
these heroines was Madame Reihndi 
who has left, in her Memoirs, the 
most livelj5igi^Ay^i^iDgiipicturc of 
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the revolution that has ever fallen into 
our hands, and the most eloquent 
delineation of those feelings and prin- 
ciples by which the virtuous part of 
its agents were guided. It is need- 
less to repeat any part of what is 
to be found in a work so popular. 
We may only mention, that after 
her incarceration in the Ahbaye, in 
1792, the section of Paris in which 
she resided, petitioned for her libera- 
tion ; but this application, and her 
own letters to the assembly, were 
equally unavailiBg. She was trans- 
ferred to the Co?iciergeric ; and on 
the 8th of November 1794, condemn- 
ed to death by the revolutionary tri- 
bunal, for having conspired against 
the unity and iiidivisibility qf the re 
public k ! She displayed the most 
unshaken coui'age on the scaffold, 
which she mounted with a marked 
expression of disdain and dignity in 
her countenance. It may be observed 
that the same fortitude was evinced 
by all the females who perished in 
the same way, with the single ex- 
ception of Madame Dubarry, whose 
deplorable weakness, at the moment 
of her execution, was strikingly con- 
trai^d with the tenour of her life. 
Madame Roland, in crossing the 
Place de la Revolution, on her way 
to the scaffold, bowed her head be- 
fore the statue of Liberty, which stood 
there, and uttered an indignant ex- 
clamation concerning the abuse of 
the name. She predicted, when 
about to die, that her husband would 
not survive ,her loss; a prediction 



which was speedily verified. He had 
been proscribed in the month of May, 
and had taken refuge in the house of 
a friend at Rouen ; but as soon as he 
heard of her execution, he resolved 
upon destroying himself. He quitted 
his asylum, took the road leading 
to Paris ; and the next morning was 
found seated by the side of it, with 
his back against a tree, and mortally 
wounded with a sword cane, which 
he usually carried with him. A note 
was found beside him, in which he 
declared, that the death of his wife 
had left him without any further con- 
solation on earth. 

We dare not trespass on the pa- 
tience of our readers by any (pore of 
these distressing details. We close 
these volumes with feelings of humi- 
liation and almost of despondency. 
When we think what has been, and 
what is, in France, we are afraid to 
look forward to what is to be ; and if 
our principles did not forbid us ever 
to despair of the fortunes of the hu- 
man race, we should be glad to turn 
away our eyes for ever from the fear- 
ful spectacle of triumphant guilt, 
baffled genius, and insulted virtue. 
We cling steadily, however, to the 
faith, that the seeds of future happi- 
ness are sowing in the midst of this 
scene of apparent desolation ; and 
that the plough and the harrow which 
are now deforming the surface, and 
tearing up the roots of European so- 
ciety, are only preparing the soil for 
a new and more abundant harvest 
of permanent enjoyment* 
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jccoujsrr of the late marquis itargej^^s. 



THE marquis D'Argens was 
©nc of those literary characters of 
the last century > who have rendered 
themselves more remarkable than il- 
lustrious by their opinions, their ad- 
ventures, and the reputation of their 
works^ 

Like Saint Evremond, the marquis 
D'Argens passed one part of his life 
Id gallantry, and the other at the 
court of a prince, and in the cirjcle 
of the great world. But the former 
possessed talents, and a rank in so- 
ciety, above the latter. Some frag- 
ments of St. Evi*emond, such as, for 
instance, ** Considerations on the Ro- 
man People,'* evince a taste and ge- 
nius, not to be found in the author 
of the " Philosophy of good Sense," 
or the ** Jewish Letters." 

The writings of the marquis D'Ar- 
gens are not, however, without consi- 
derable merit. They had a rapid 
circulation. They were read with 
great avidity ; and in that they re- 
sembled those of St. Evremond ; but 
posterity will find less to preserve in 
the one than in the other. 

The fii*st years of the life of Saint 
Evremond are unknown ; at least, 
tveh to the present day, we have no 
authentick account of them. The 
marquis D'Argens wrote the Me- 
moirs of his Life, which are read 
with pleasure ; contain many pointed 
^cts ; and the narrative pleases, not- 
Wiihfitanding some apparent negli- 
gences of the style, and some of 
those inconsiderate reflections, which, 
at that time, were tei*med " philoso- 
phical/' though, to speak more cor- 
rectly, they should be called those of 
«f ouDg mao. 



He commences at that period wheti^ 
the passions are in full force and vi- 
gour; for it is by the influence of 
bne of the most powerful that he 
enters on his subject, without ac- 
quainting us with the place of bti 
birth, or the condition of his pareats. 

Information, however, collected 
since, supplied that deficiency- He 
was born at Aix, in Provence, in ir04, 
being the son of M. Boyer, marqm* 
D'Argens, procurcur general of tho 
parliament of that city. It was na- 
tural that his father, who held one 
of the first situations in the magis- 
tracy, should intend him for this hit 
honourable profession ; but the ar- 
dour of youth, an impatience to be 
employed, and the idea that the mi- 
litary line afforded him greatd* op- 
portunities for pleasure, made him 
prefer the profession of arms, into 
which he«mcred when he was scarce- 
ly fifteen years old. He at first served 
In the marines, and then in the regr* 
ment of Richelieu, after having bcca 
received as a knight of Malta ; but 
he soon forgot the state he had em- 
braced ; and his amours with the 
handsome Sylvia, whose history ho 
gives in his memoirs, contributed 
not a little to effect it. 

The petulance and impetuosity of 
bis youth were subjects of much 
discontent and un happiness to his fa* 
thep, who, in the end, disinherit«l 
him ; but Monsieur D'Eguilles, hit 
younger brother, president of tht 
parliament of Aix, annulled the deed 
of inheritance, by making an equal 
division of the property, and by adopt- 
ing a natural daughter of the mar* 
qui:s9 and restoriDg her to the 
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■hI riglits she derived from her fa- 
ther. At first he would by no means 
consent to this arrang^ement, fearful 
of doing what might displease the 
I family ; but ihe reasons and the prin- 
ciples of justice, v^ich the magis- 
trate advanced, soon found their way 
to his heart, and mademoiselle Mina 
became marchioness D*Argens. 

On his return from a journey to 
Spain, wsiiere he left his mistress 
Sylvia, he became reconciled to his 
^ily ; but he soon left France, and 
departed for Constantinople along 
with Mons. D'Andreselle, ambassa- 
dour to the Ottoman Porte, of whom 
he speaks in his memoirs. A judg- 
ment may be formed of his charac- 
ter and of his conduct in that city, 
by the following anecdote, which was 
furnished by Mr. Thiebault in his 
" Recollections ** 

" On his arrival at (Constantinople,** 
says ihib writer, " he conceived the 
design of witnessing the ceremonies 
used in the mosques. Nothing could 
dissuade him from undertaking this 
dangerous enterprise in which, if he 
had been discovered or betrayed, he 
wo<^ only have escaped the scaffold 
or jpb bow-string, by assuming the 
turban, or, in other words, becoming 
mussulman. He applied to the Turk 
vho kept the keys of the mosque of 
Santa Sophia, and by dint of bribery 
«uccceded in gaining him to his pur- 
pose. It was agreed between them^ 
wthe next great day of publick wor- 
ship, the infidel should introduce the 
Christian in great secrecy by nighty 
^ that he should conceal him be« 
Und a painting which was placed, a 
long time back, at the bottom of a 
tribune, which was in front of the 
8*te. The marquis would be the 
Hfer in this place us it was seldom 
opened ; and, besides, it was situated 
ftt the west end of the mosque, and 
the Mahomedans always, in their 
F^yerst face to Mecca, which lies 
<*st of Constantinople, and never 
turn their heads without giving cause 
^ scandal ; a point on which they 
see. 80 scrupiibus) that they ne\er 



turn when they quit the mosques; 
but always go backward to the gate. 

" The marquis D*Argens, seated at 
his ease, beheld the whole of the cere- 
monies of the Turkish religion : yet 
he gave frequent cause of alarm to 
his guide. Almost every minute 
he quitted his hiding place, and ad- 
vanced to the middle of the tribune, 
in order that he might have a better 
view of what was passing in the 
mosque. Then the poor Turk, who 
knew he ran no less a risk than that 
of being impaled alive, entreated him, 
by the most expressive signs and 
gestures, to retire quickly behind his 
picture. The terrour of the man was 
a subject of the highest amusement 
to the knight of Malta, who played 
the more upon his fears. 

" But they were a hundi^ed-fold, if 
possible, increased, when he took a 
fiask of wine and a piece of ham from 
his pocket, and offered him a share of 
both. The disciple of Mahomed was 
in absolute despair ; but what could 
he do ? He must bear all in order to 
conceal his guilt, and save himself 
from punishment. The marquis 
threatened him ; and the Turk was 
compelled to drink of the wine and 
eat of the ham, and thtis profane 
himself, his religion, and the mosque. 
The miserable man was for some 
instants like one petrified. He thought 
he beheld the avenging arm of the 
prophet raised above his head* By 
degrees, however, he became more 
calm. He even began to be familiar 
with his guilt ; and when the devotees 
had all left the mosque, and he saw 
himself alone with the Christian dog, 
they finished their breakfast with a 
good grace, laughed at the danger 
they had run, and parted most excel- 
lent friends." 

The marquis D*Argens, in his 
memoirs, exposes with great candour 
the adventures of his journey, and 
the motive which induced him to re- 
turn to France. His father anxious- 
ly wished him to study the law ; but 
the ardent character of the young 
man could not be persuaded by his 
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toge advice. He again re-entered the 
service, and in 1733 he was appoint- 
ed to the cavahy. He was at the 
siege of Kehl, whei^ he was slightly 
wounded. In 1734, after the siepre 
of Philipsburg, he ROt a fall from his 
horse, which so disabled him, that 
be ^WkS never able to mount after- 
wards, -and he was obliged, in conse- 
quence, to renounce the service. 

It appears, that it was at the time 
of his refusal to embrace the pro- 
£essioB his father wished him, when 
ke returned from Constantinople, 
tWt his father disinherited him, not 
Ueinjj^able, owing lo the smaliness 
. of hk fortune, to sustain with credit 
/ the expensive life his son led. 

• He was: compel led* when he retired 
from the service, to go to Holland 
lo seek resources from his pen. The 
Uberty of the press, wlfch then 
existed in that country, allowed him 
to make choice of any subject his 
fancy suggested. He published suc- 
cessively, the " Jewish, Chinese, and 
Cabalistick Letters." •• They were 
admired) and brought him some 
money ; most of them turning on 
subjects of morality,, politicks, man- 
ners, religious: customs and ceremo- 
nies, and the c.vems,of nations. The 
lively manner, in-vvvhich they were 
written, the boldnjcss of some of the 
ideas, and the sfligularity of the style 
caused them to '^be much read, and 
generally approved. 

The ** Jewish Letters," in particu- 
lar, gained him a very high reputa- 
tion. The king of Prussia, then. 
prince royal, read them, and wished 
to become acquainted with the author. 
He was even anxious to attach him 
lo his service, hoping, by that means, 
to draw him out of the unpleasant 
state his youth had thrown him imp. 
He wrote to him, and made him the 
iimst honourable otfers ; every thing 
seemed to assure him that the mar- 
quis would accept them with eager- 
ness, as he chielly pro|>osed that they 
should live as friends, and study 
pliilosophy togethet\ His answer, 
-V<>wi:ver5 was not such ui wuii ex- 



pected. After eKpressing his grate* 
ful sense of the honour of the atten- 
tion, he adds: " Deign, your highness^ 
to consider, that in order to be an 
attendant on your person, I must be 
always in view o^ three battalions of 
guards, quartered at Potzdam. Can 
1, therefore, venture without danger? 
I am only five feet seven inches highj 
andjbut indifferently made." 

It would not probably bave been 
very politick, or ugrceable for the 
marquis D'Argens. then not more 
than thirty years old, to settle io 
Prussia ; and so near the residence 
of Fredeiick William, father of liim 
to whom he wrote. 

This monarch was a man of harsh} 
unpleasant manners, an enemy to li 
terature, whose sole glory and pride 
consisted in having in. his army the 
tallest and handsomest soldiers in 
Europe, and immense treasures io 
his coffers. .- < 

" Frederick William," says Vofi 
taire, " was a complete \'andal, whO| 
during the whole course of his rcigD, 
had no other object in view than 
amassing siims, and supporting at 
the least possible expense the .§j)est 
troops in Europe. Never weri(«il> 
jccts poorer than his ; never was a 
king richer. Turkey is a republick 
in compm*on with the despotism 
which Frwerick William exercised. 
It was by this he succeeded in col- 
lecting in tlie cellars of his palace a 
sum exceeding eighty millions, con- 
tained in barrels hooped with iron. 

" This king usually went from his 
palace on foot, in a shabby old blue 
coat with copper buttons^ which 
reacted half way down his thighs ; 
and whenever he ordered a new one, 
he had his old buttons put on it Io 
this dress his majesty, with a large 
Serjeant's cane, every day inspected 
his regiment of giants. This regi^ 
ment was his hobby horse, and his 
greatest expense. The iVonL rank 
was composed of men, of seven £tft 
high. He had them collected i^§n 
all parts of Europe, and of Asia, iWw 
several of them even after hb deatb. 
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** When Frederick William finish- 
ed his review, he usually took a walk 
tbrouGrh the city. Every person fled 
at his approach. If he happened to 
meet a woman, he asked her why 
She wasted her time in the streets : 
* Go home, go home, you lazy beg- 
gar; an honest woman should be 
employed about her house.' He ge- 
nerally accompanied his advice with 
a good sfep on the face, a kick, or 
else a blow of his cane. In the same 
manner he treated the ministers of 
the gospel, when he happened, occa- 
siopally, to see them on the parade. 

" One may easily judge," continues 
Voltaire, " that a savage like this 
Would be both astonished and cha- 
grined, at having a son possessed of 
strong understanding, a bright genius, 
politeness, and a desire to please, 
and who sought to improve his 
mind, and study musick and poetry. 
If he saw a book in the hands of the 
hereditary prince, he threw it in the 
fire ; if the prince amused himself 
with his flute, the father broke it ; 
and sometimes treated'his royal high- 
ness as he did the ladies, and the 
cleiwrnen on parade. 

*T>ie prince, completely sick of 
his father's treatment, resolved one 
day, in the year 1730, to kave him, 
nncfeftain whether he should go to 
France or England. The rigid eco- 
nomy of the father would not allow 
him to travel otherwise than as the 
son of a farmer-general, or an En- 
glish merchant. He borrowed a few 
hundred ducats. Two young men 
of amiable character were to be his 
companions. Kat was the only son 
of a brave general officer, and Kiel 
was a near relation of a baroness 
Kniphauscn, whom Frederick Wil- 
fiam condemned in a fine of thirty 
thousand fi'ancs, for having a child 
when a widow. The day and hour 
of their departure were fixed ; the 
father was informed of every circum- 
stance ; the prince and his two com- 
panions -were arrested. At first the 
hther took it into his head, that his 
daughter. Wilhelibina, rrho after- 



wanls married the margrave of Ba- 
reuth, was privy to the plot ; and, 
as his justice was executed in a very 
summary way, he kicked her through 
a window which opened down to the 
floor. The queen mother, who came 
into the room just as her daughter 
Wilhclmina was on the point of fall- 
ing out, with much difficulty held 
her by her clothes. The princess 
received a contusion just above 
the left breast, the mark of which 
she carried to her grave." 

The prince had a sort of mistress, 
daughter of a schoolmaster ofnhe 
town of Brandenburg, settled in 
Potzdam. She played a little on the 
harpsichord. The prince royal ac- 
companied her on the flute. He fan- 
cied himself in love with her. How- 
ever, fancy or not, the father had 
her led round the streets of Potzdam, 
followed by two common execution- 
ers, who flogged her before his son's 
eyes. 

*' After he had regaled himself 
with this spectacle, he had her con- 
veyed to the citadel of Custrin, si- 
tuated in the middle of a morass. 
There she was shut up in a sort of 
dungeon for six months, without any 
attendant, and at the expiration of 
that time^ they gave her a soldier to 
wait upon her. 

" The prince had been some weeks 
confined in this same castle of Cus- 
trin, when one day an old officer, fol- 
lowed by four grenadiers, entered the 
room, his eyes filled with tears. 
Frederick had no doubt but they came 
to put an end to him ; but the ofBcer, 
still weeping, made a sign, on which 
the four grenadiers placed him at a 
window, and held his head to it, 
while he saw that of his friend Kat 
taken off, upon a scaffold erected di- 
rectly opposite the window. lie held 
out his hand towards Kat, and feint- 
ed. The father was present at this 
spectacle, as well as at the punish- 
ment of the girl." 

It is easy to see that the marquis 
D'Argens had very solid reasons for 
not going to ^^gi^^JiiDifgirhe. go- 
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vemmcnt of such a prince. From 
the wartnth and impetuosity of his 
character, he would most probably 
have lobt either his liberty or his 
life. 

But when Frederick the Second 
ascended the throne, in 1740, matters 
were changed, and the same dread 
ceased to exist. The new monarch 
wrote immediately to the young 
marquis : " No longer, my dear mar- 
quis, be afraid of the battalions of 
guards — come, and brave them even 
on the parade at Potzdam.** 

When he received this letter, he 
was at Stutgard, in the service of the 
dutchess dowager of Wirtemberg. 
She had a wish to visit Berlin, and 
see Frederick. The opportunity be- 
ing favourable, they set out together. 

The king received him, says Mens. 
Thiebault, in the most flattering man- 
ner. He invited him to dinner every 
day. Their conversation was lively 
and agreeable. Nothing in appearance 
was more flattering, or more likely 
to satisfy the wishes, and flatter the 
ambition of a philosopher. But weeks 
rolled on, and no mention was made 
of fulfilling the promises which had 
led the new guest from a situation 
less brilliant, but suflicient for his 
wants. 

The marquis having vainly endea- 
voured to discover the cause of this 
neglect, and having waited six weeks, 
lost all patience ; and. on returning 
home one day immediately after din- 
ner, he sent a note to the king, couch- 
ed in the following terms : 

" Sire ! For six weeks that I have 
had the honour to be near your ma- 
jesty, my purse has suffered so ri- 
gorous a, blockade, that if you gain 
so manj^battles, and take so many 
fortresses, and do not speedily come 
to its assistance^ I shall be obliged to 
capitulate, and recross the Rhine 
within a week.** The king had his 
friend Jordan with him when the 
note was brought to him. ** See 
here," said he, " what that fool 
D*ArgenR has written ; he wishes to 
leaxe iis. Jordan eatoemed the mar- 



quis, and for that reason said fl 
his master, after having read the 
note : " I know the Proven9als, and 
their impatience; but I particu- 
larly know the marquis ; while un- 
easiness torments him, and his mittd 
is at a stand, he will never rest, and 
after having threatened to take bh 
departure within eight days, he will 
be off in two or three days at the 
furthest.*' The king warf alarmed 
lest Jordan should have proplit^sied 
too truly, and he returned these few 
words in answer to his note. *' Be 
satisfied, my dear marquis: your fate 
shall be decided to morrow by dinner- 
time.** And, in fact, the next morn- 
ing, the marquis, on his arrival at the 
palace, received the key of oflSce ai 
chamberlain, with a salary of six 
thousand francs, and was also ap- 
pointed director of the class of belles- 
lettres of the royal academy, which 
gave him an additional annual in- 
crease of eight hundred francs. 

This generosity, on the part of 
Frederick, soon changed the resolu- 
tion of the marquis. He settled at 
Berlin. He cultivated literature and 
the friendship of the great Pfi?)ce} 
who so well knew how to r^ard 
those who made it their occupation. 
He was constantly one of the king*i 
social and private parties. 

At fir«, Algarotti, Voltaire, an# 
Maupertuis, were the principal ft* 
vourites of Frederick. The sprightly 
character and instruction of the fbr» 
mer highly pleased the prince. Vot 
taire captivated him by the brilliancy 
of his conversation, his pointed sat* 
lies, and the greatness of his talents* 
Maupertuis was in the habit of treat- 
ing on subjects of profound learning 
and science. He was in some mea- 
sure the minister of this party. He 
directed the academy, and informed 
the king of every valuable work of 
every description of science whidt 
came out. The marquis D*Argens 
did not possess talents equal to anf 
of those three ; but his good naturet 
his pleasantry, and his wit, made him 
highly C8te<j^e^4^t<^9 jgiptcd i 
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of higtuUfe, Ihe marqiua added 
a&cility of character, and a Proven* 
^1 vivacity, which made his convert 
sation very /ii</uatU and amusing* 
His writin$;s, known throughout all 
Europe, which were both agreeable 
and instructive, were a strong title 
U) Frederick's favour. The origina- 
lity and eccentricity of his conduct) 
of whkh we siiall give more than 
one instance, never lessened the 
esteem the king conceived for him, 
although he was more than once the 
dbject of his pleasantry and sarcasm. 
It was chiefly at the supper parties 
of Frederick! that he assembled these 
literary characters, and where those 
scenes of gayety and wit passed, 
which, for near thirty years were 
the objects of the attendon, and 
^ sometimes the satire, of the rest of 
Europe. They bore no resemblance 
to the orgies of the regent of France. 
There was more real wit, a varied 
conversation, and obscenity and im- 
piety were particularly banished ; but 
the freedom of discourse was some- 
times carried too far, as at the sup- 
pers of the duke of Orleans, so 
much so as to become displeasing to 
the master. , 

In one of these supper parties, said 
M. Thiebault, which even till the 
Seven Years' War were often pro- 
longed to a very late hour, Frederick 
asked each of his companions, how 
he would govern if he were a king. 
There was a lively argument between 
tbem* in order for each to establish 
Us different maxims. The marquis, 
however, listened, and said nothing. 
The king at last observed his bi- 
lence, and asked him, what would 
be do were he in his place ? " Sire," 
answered the marquis, " I would im- , 
mediately sell my kingdom, and pur- 
chase a good estate in France.** This 
pleasantry, by means of which he 
escaped the ridicule of advancing and 
^ppoi'ting any misplaced docti*iii^» 
(^tained the king's approbation, and 
put au end to the discussion. . li^ 
^as ailer some disputes cf a similar 
nature, that FreUciick, iua moment 
* VOL. rjT 1. I 



of spleen or ill nature, wrote* that 
if he wanted to punish a province, 
he would send philosophers to go- 
vern it. 

During the Seven Years^ War, that 
18, from '756 to IT'eS, when Frede- 
rick beheld his dominions invaded 
and taken from him by the Russians^ 
the Austrians, and the French, and 
that no hopes of safety remained, it 
was to the marquis D^Argens that 
he imparted the design he had form-t 
ed of putting an end to his existence. 

It was on this occthion that he ad- 
dressed a long epistle in verse to the 
marquis D'Argens on this subject, 
the misfortunes of his life, and th& 
principles of stoicism* However tri- 
fling this resolution may appear, and 
however singular the manner which 
Frederick made use of, to disclose it 
to one of his courtiers, it results, how- 
ever, from it, that the marquis D'Ar- 
gens held a most distinguished plac» 
in the esteem of the prince ; since it 
was to him that he addressed himself 
in the agony of his soul. 

The happy events, which so quick- 
ly succeeded, drew Frederick out of 
his embarrassment, and the necessity 
of putting his resolution into practicei 
by compelline: his enemies to. entet* 
into conditions of peace, wliich secu- 
red to him his dominions. 

But whatever opinion the m^rquia 
D'Argens had upon the strange con- 
fidence the monarch placed in him, 
he was really alarmed. He delayed 
not a minute in answering him, and 
made use of every thing, which men 
who neither believe in God, ia tlto 
immortality of the soul, nor in any 
specijtts of revelation, could mako 
use of, under similar circumstances, 
to induce him to alter his determi- 
nadon. , 

There was a company of dance ra 
at Berlin, whom tlie king h^ always 
engaged for the operw. The family 
of Cochois was aoiong the number. 
The father and mother died, and the 
two.daughtcrs rcmaioi^d at that thea* 
tt;e. The marquis, wlK)se fate seem- 
ed Vo ie to atiath bkTT<!cit t© fcra^^es 
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of this detcriptiony vhen be was 
almost sixty years old, became in love 
with the eldest of these two sisters* 
She was rather plain than handsome, 
about five and twenty, of an excel- 
lent understanding, and endowed with 
considerable talents. She drew very 
well, and was an excellent musician. 
Besides French, she knew the Ger- 
xaan, Italian, and Latin languages, 
as well«s a woman had occasion to 
do, and even a little Greek, which 
she learned out of complaisance lo 
the marquis. ' Her character was 
mild, and of a thinking turn. She 
had the art of uniting, under the 
appearance of the greatest simplicity, 
all those attentions whhch please sd 
well, and conciliate esteem. M« 
Thiebault has furnished this account 
of her. 

The marquis, after having paid 
iiis addresses to her for some time, 
married her. The marriage took 
place during the course of the Seven 
Years* War, and without the king'is 
knowledge. That was one of the cau- 
ses that lessened the fi^endship of 
Frederick for him. They knew it 
would disi>lease the king; consequent- 
ly were much embarrassed in making 
the declaration. They waited lifl 
peace was concluded, and then held 
a meeting of all those who belonged 
to the philosophical society of Sans 
Souci. After a long consultation upon 
the best mode of acquainting the 
king with what had happened, it was 
agreed that tl>e marchioness D'Ar- 
gens sliould walk in the gardens of 
Sans Souci, at the hour when the 
monarch was accustomed to take the 
ah*; that her dress should be such m 
might attract attention, but plain and 
elegant { and that h)rd Mareschal 
should settle the rest. This plan 
waa followed. This .lord, who gene- 
rally acQpmpauied Frederick in his 
walks, in passing by one of the alleys, 
a short distance from , tlio marchio- 
ness, saluted, her, as a lady of his 
acquaintance, with much respect. 
This salute gave occasion to tl^e 
king to inquire wU%lhe lady wjis? 



My lord Mareschal answeced^ in a 

careless, negligent way, that she was 
the marchionessD'Argens. " Whatl" 
replied the king, in a severe tone, " is 
the marquis married ?" " Yes, sire." 
" How long ?" " Some years, mf 
liege." " Eh ! what ? witliout ac- 
quainting me ?" " It was during tlie 
war, and he would not venture to 
trouble you on such a trifling mat- 
ter." " And whom did he marry ?" 
" Mademobelle Cocbois !" " 'Tis a 
folly I shall n^t suffer." 

The king alter some time grew 
calm ; but the marqub was a consi- 
derable time without seeing him ; 
and, even afterwards, when their in- 
timacy was resumed as before, Fre- 
derick never spoke to him of his 
wife. 

Not but that the king knew Well 
that he lived with Mademoiselk 
Cochois. The marquis had taken 
her with him in the journey he made 
to France in 1 747. Ajid it appears 
by his xerrespondence, that he fre- 
quently mentioned her to the king, 
who was afraid she would not return 
in time to perform in the opera at 
Berlin, as he wished her. 

D'Argens possessed that Hvely 
wit, and the vivacity so ii»tural to hj^^ 
countrymen, the Provencals, which 
always raised a laugh. He often ut- 
tered his jests in such a style of 
naiveUy as afforded the king ample 
matter ; for he was fond of relatiof 
the adventures of his youth, and the 
anecdotes of his life, with which be 
instructed £uix>pe, though he did qqI 
edify it, in the memoirs which he 
wrote. 

He had frequently some little 
whims, which, added *to the as^ 
duity which detained him near Made- 
moiselle Cochois, made him absent 
himself from the king, who wished 
to see the men of genius at hb sup- 
per table, as exact, and with the same 
regularity, as the secretaries of.thr 
different departments came to their 
offices in the morning* 

Having once asked the marquif^ 
why he had not seen him for some 
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days, he excused himself by saying, 
he had been unweH. The king knew 
to the contrary, and resolved to be 
revenged of him. 

Mademoiselle Cochois had made a 
present to the marquis of a very fine 
momiBg loose dressing-gown, or 
wrapper. This was before their mar- 
riag^e. Delighted with this present, 
he put it on immediately, and found 
it so much to his taste, that he did 
not put it off the whole evening. The 
king, however, sent to let him know 
he expected him to supper. The 
same answer was returned, that he 
was ill. 

The monarch, in order to disturb 
the felicity of the marquis's little paN 
ty, took It into his head to send him 
word, that having heard of his ill 
state of health, fearful of the fatal 
consequences of so dangerous a dis- 
order as that with which he was at- 
tacked, and anxious he should die 
like a good Christian, he had com- 
manded two catholick priests to ad- 
minister the sacrament of extreme 
unction to him, and that they would 
-visit him that very evening to fulfil 
this pious duty. The marquis knew 
not what to think of this intimation. 
He well knew the king was capable 
of g^ing similar orders to the catho- 
lick priests ; but he doubted much 
whether he would dare to be erwilty 
•f such a scandal within the walls of 
Ifas own palace. The most essential 
thing for him was, to make it appear 
m if he were really ill. He, there- 
fcre, wrapped up his head, and coun- 
terfi^d the appearance of a man 
^uite unwell. 

The king covered himself with a 
sftrplice and a stole, put two or three 
persons who were in his confidence, 
into black cloaks, and the whole par- 
ty descended in a solemn procession, 
as if they were bearing extreme unc- 
tlin to the marquis, whose apart* 
laents were below the king's. The 
person who went first carried a small 
bell, which was heard in all the apart- 
ments, as soon as they got upon the 
«t«rc«3e. No one had fmy doubt| 



but that it was the sacrament goin^ 
to a person dangerously ill. La 
Pierre, the marquis's servant, went 
to see the procession, and soon saw 
what it was. In oi*der not to be 
found out, and consequently pass 
for a Imr, the pretended sick man 
hastened to get into bed without un- 
dressing, or even taking ofi^ his fine 
dressing gown with gold flowers. 
Ihe procession immediacy aftei- 
entered the chamber in a slow and 
solemn manner, and ranged them- 
selves in order befofe the bed. The 
king, who closed the procession, 
placed himself in the middle of the 
circle ; vmd addressing the marquis, 
telling him, that the church, always 
a tender mother, and full of an>iety 
for her children, l>«d sent him that 
assistance the most proper to fortify 
him in the critical situation in which 
he was plnced. He exhorted him 
«trenuous!y to resign himself ; and 
then raising the counterpane of the 
bed, he poured a whole flask of sweet 
oil over the fine di^essing-^nwn, tell- 
ing his dying brotfher, that this em- 
blem of grace would infallibly give 
him faith and courage, necessary to 
pass in a proper manner ft'om this 
world to the next. After which the 
procession retired in the same grave 
and solemn manner as it entered. 

It is by no means diflicult to con- 
ceive what amusement this scene af- 
forded t'> the whole court, and at the 
marquis's expense ; but what afflicted 
him the most was the loss of the 
dressing gown, which, by this farce, 
was so completely soiled as not to 
be fit to wear again. The marchio- 
ness had no idea of such a complete 
and holy mystery ; but Frederick 
had already played sevel^l such 
pranks, in which the #iarquis him- 
sdK had bom no ineoinsidcrahle part, 
and which made him fully fcquainted 
with what he had to expect from him 
on similar occasions. 

D'Argens passed much of his time 
in reading ancient books and authors, 
particularly the holy fatherS) from 
which he 5^j^^5e,^i3^^,exiracts, 
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whkh be applied to the subjects he 
treated of, either in his writings or 
conversation. 

M. de Nicolai relates an anecdote 
on this subject, which deserves a 
place here. 

The king was fond of contradicting 
him on his taste for this species of 
erudition ; he used frequently to say 
to him : ^< Do not talk to me of jrouf 
fathers; thejr are bodies without 
souls.*' When he allotted him apart- 
ments in the new palace of Sans Souci 
he himself conducted the marquis 
and his lady, and pointed out to them 
their agreeable situation and their 
convenience. He hod given orders 
to have a handsome bookcase* where, 
on folios handsomely bound, appeared 
in large letters-^ ^ The works of the 
Holy Fathers." " Here marquis,** 
said the king, as they entered the 
room« ^^ou will find here your good 
friends in all their glory." When 
they got to the bed-chamber— " It 
would be wrong," said he, *' to stay 
here long ; we must not disturb the 
marquis, but leave him to his ease 
and his night cap." So saying he 
withdrew, 

Tlie king had no sooner retired, 
than the marquis, in eager haste, 
flew to the bookcase to examine 
the works with which it was filled. 
He quickly opened one of the vo« 
Jumes of the " Holy Fathers ;" but 
in place of the homikes of St* Chry* 
sostoro, he found nothing but blank 
paper; and the same was the case 
with all the rest- 

The king amused himself much 
by playipg similar tricks on the mar- 
quis. We shall relate another, ^ore 
pointed than the preceding one, and 
which was a subject of great mortifi- 
cation to the niarquis. 

One evehing that he was at supper 
with f roi^rick, that prince said t6 
him : ^* Murquis, I have made a pur^ 
chase for you near this, of a very 
neat house and garden— -here is the 
deed, you may take possession of it 
when you please." The marquis was 
^l insensible to this m^k of favourj 



he returned home full of tmp&tieficik 
and anxiously wished the night were 
over, that he might go and cake a 
view of this new acqttiaation. Next 
morning, notwithstatfiding his lazl« 
ness, he rose vary early, and was 
driven to his new mansion. He ran 
over the garden, examined the apart^ 
ments, found every thing charming, 
and in the neatest taste. He went 
into the saloon, which was a verf 
handsome room, and full of pic- 
tures : but what was his astoniaiH 
ment, when, on looking at them, 
instead of landscapes, battle, or sea* 
pieces, he beheld the most humonr* 
ous scenes, and most comick aaee- 
doles of his life. 

Here, the marquis, as an officer, 
found himself drawn at the aege of 
Philipsburg, and expresaing strong 
symptoms of fear: there he was oft 
his knees to his handsome comedian* 
A little further, his lather disinhent* 
ed him. Another painting reproseot* 
ed him at Constantinople. In anothov 
a surgeon was seen performing aft 
operation, which his adventures of 
gallantry had rendered necessary. 
Again, nuns were seen pulling him 
up by night in a basket through 
the window of their convent. In all 
these pictures the marquis, who wis 
easily recognised, was represented 
in the most ludicrous and comick 
attitudes. 

This unexpected spectacle ptu him 
into the most violent rage. He ex« 
amined them all, and then sent for • 
house painter^ and made him efikcc 
them. 

The king, informed of this acen% 
was highly delighted with it, and re- 
lated it to every one who wiould have 
patience to hear it* 

In spite, however, of these speciet 
of warfare, which the monarch car- 
ried on* and the sarcastick jokes be 
passed upon his lazy habits, mid lis 
imaginary illness, atiU he loved him 
not the less* He one daf wished to 
give him a fresh proolby augmentmg 
the pension he had settled on himi 
but D'Arveos rniswered bim ia Wf 
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seoct of sereral persons : ** ^re, I 
hmwe enough* Your majesty has nut* 
ay poor hot deserving c^ers ; let it 
be given to them." The king, charm- 
ed with this hononrabk and disinter^- 
csted reply, esteemed him the more, 
wtthoQt, boweTer, ceasing from tinve 
t(» time 10 joke with and play tricks 
9ti him* 

The marquis, on his part) appear- 
•d to be attached to the king as mucit 
if not more, than to any of the wits 
wfeo were tttml the court. 

One of the most singular traits in 
the character of D* Argens, was that 
ntoureof superstition and incredulity 
so remarkable in him, and which ap* 
peared in a thousand different cir- 
cumstances. He believed most firmly 
IB predestination, and the knowledge 
of future events. A salt-cellar over- 
torned ; a sudden meenng >vith an okl 
woman ; a herd of hogs ; or a man 
dressed in black ; was enough to fill 
kim whh alarm and uneasiness. As 
soon as ever he got out of bed, he 
drew the curtains close with great 
care, asMl wo to whoever opened 
them, either by accident or other- 
wise : it was a presage of the most 
fearful nature. 

He vftis no less tlarmed at the ap» 
pearrance of a cold or cough ; always 
ill through the fear of being so, and 
dreading death to such a degree, 
that he nearly died through the ap- 
prehension of it. Those who speak 
of him* all agree in relating the same 
neokmssses, and attesting his slate 
of bypocbondiiack. Nothing wia 
more easy than to make him believe 
bft was ill ; and if he was only told 
that he looked pale, no more was 
wanting to make him shut himself 
up in his room, and go to bed directs 
If* He never went out of it, but 
wii^i hSHWeot to visit the king. When 
he was in bis bedchamber, two or 
time loose morning gowns heaped 
on «ach otiier, kept out the cold ; a 
cotton Rtghi cap covered his ears ; 
ttd over that wis a tbkk woollen 
one wbkh completed his head-dress* 
if a ^w passins^ clouds^ a alight rain, 



or a wind rather coM, or more vio- 
lent than tfsual, were seen or felt) 
it was enough to chagrin him, and 
put him in a melancholy humour ; 
to compel him to remain at home, 
and to resist even the pressing invi- 
tations of the king. He has been 
known to have remained thws im* 
mured for whole weeks together, 
fix>m similar causes* 

M. de Nicolai has furnished us 
with another example of his laugha- 
ble susceptibility, and of his ridico* 
lous extravagant whims, in a like 
fact. 

During the se%'en years* war, the 
king had permitted him to reside at 
Sans Souci, and had given orders, 
that all the apartments of the palace 
should be open to him, as freely as 
if they were his own. Just about 
this time, Cothenius read a treatise 
at the academy, upon the drfnger of 
using copper utensils in kitchens. 
The marquis was so struck with this 
treatise, that he was fearful every 
hour of being poisoned ; could talk 
of nothing else every time he sat 
down to taUe, and made his wife 
promise mo9t solemnly to banish' 
every sort of copper utensil from her 
kitchen. 

The family of the marquis (con- 
tinues M. de Nicolai) lived at Sans 
Souci in a very retired manner ; and 
his wife, though a reasonable woman 
enough, loved amusement. One 
evening she took a fancy to give a 
little family dance at the house of 
the king's head gardener. The mar- 
quis gave his consent ; but as they 
dreaded that his singularities might 
disturb the entertainment, they took 
great care to remark to him that the 
air was very cold, ami that the sky 
was lowering. They wsTe well aware 
that an observation of that kind was 
sufficient to make himbelitfte he was 
taken ill, and induce him to ftike to 
his bed immediately. This was ex- 
actly the case ; and they went directly 
to the gardener's house, full sure that 
the marqub would soon be fast asleep. 
He very soon^ps^ ?y^fo^^^^''« ^"^^S 
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he awokC) his thoughts, deeping as 
well as- waking:, being fixed on cop- 
per and on poison, and loudly called 
for La Pierre ; bot no one anawered 
him ; ail were at the ball. He re- 
collected this, and was not sorry for 
It ; but finding liimself alone in the 
house, he took advantage of the cir- 
cumstance to pay a visit to the kilch^ 
«i at his ease, and to see if every 
article of copper was banished from 
it, as they had promised him it should 
be. He got up, and, without putting 
on his small-clothes, wrapt himself 
tip in a robe de chambre, and having 
lighted a wax taper at his night-tamp, 
he went straight to the kitchen. The 
first things that met his eyes were 
some copper sauce-pans ; and to com- 
plete bis terrour, one of them con- 
tained the remains of a ragout off 
which he had dined. Rage imme- 
diately got full possession of him ; 
he took up the siew-pan, a«d, just as 
he was, ran to the place where the 
entertainment was given, to scold his 
wife and scrx-ants. He was obliged 
to descend by a terrace, and cross the 
gai*den, which was tolerably lai-ge, in 
oixler to reach the gartlencr's house* 
The marquis effected his purpose in 
the dark with great celerity. He 
suddenly opened the door of the 
ballroom, and the marquis, to their 
utter astonishment, appeared in his 
night-gown, bare-fooled (for he had 
lost his slippers) and two or three 
night-caps on his head, his shirt 
blowing about at the pleasure of the 
wind, holding in his lumd the stevK 
pan with the fragments of the ragout, 
and crying out : " I am poisoned ! I 
am poisoned i" He then broke out 
in reproaches against his wife, and 
threatened his servants to dischai*ge 
them all, for having used copper 
stew-pans, contrary to his orders. 
They hail much difficulty in appeas- 
ing hitH : but reflecting suddenly on 
the situation in which he was, and 
the danger he ran in being exposed 
almost naked to the cold night air, 
he again relapsed into passion* How- 
ever, they wrapped lura up warm, 



and at feist suoceeddft In getting I1&9 
to his apartments* 

These incidents afforded Frcdcnck 
a great subject for amusement, btit 
without lessening any of the esteem 
he had for the marquis ; they merely 
weakened the consideration wkh which 
he had at first inspired him. The 
scrupulous and habitual superstition 
which he remarked in him, stilt added 
to the discredit of the philsBopher, 
in the opinion of the king. 

M. Thiebault has preserved some 
traits of this last kind of weakness in 
the marquis. They deserve to be re- 
lated here, smce they confirm what 
we have already said, and will be an 
example of the strangei if not ridieih 
lous contradictions of men of teaming 
of that day, employed during the 
whole of their lives In combating sn« 
perstition, or ^hat they were pleased 
to call so ; descanting upon matters 
which no pei*son i\;gfarded, they haft 
been frequently seen, towards the 
conclusion of their lives, to possess 
the weakness of old women, and lb 
die with all the signs of a tardy con- 
version. 

The second cause of the discreA 
'into which the marquis &11 (says M. 
Thiebault) was his own weakness 
and folly, and particularly on the sub- 
ject of superstition. He hwl such a 
dread of death, that the very idea of 
being threatened with it could make 
him be guilty of the most ridiculoas 
extravagance. Owing to this dispo« 
sition it was, that, having heard, that 
the water of those who approached the 
conclusion of their existence turned 
black in four-and-twenty hours, )m 
was a long time in the habit of keep- 
ing his ovm in glasses, which lie ex« 
amined frequently in the day^ tiH 
some people, who we»« let into the 
secret of this weakness, civ^vered 
the depot, and privately iMfVU ink 
with it. This so dreadfolIy'atEtn«Nl 
him, that they were obliged- to god« 
fess the trick they had ^yed upon 
him, in order to save him from a se« 
rious illness. 

The m»rg|«,is^^^^igejg,^ •gitc 
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mmt mA.the kmg, that, as soon a^ 
hie should have completed hU six* 
tiftth y«ar, he should have his full 
dismissal) and be {n^rnuited to retire 
to France. This hour was waited 
for with great impatieoce, because 
the king was not in a humour to let 
him go a tliird time ; and it was only 
by usion; a considerable degree of 
address, and promising to return at 
the ei^ of six months, that he per- 
mitted the marquis to depart^ as will 
he seen hereafter. 

He was the moi*e impatient to re* 
turn to his own country, as since the 
jouTJiey he undertook in 1763, his 
brother had ceded to him some land 
lie wished for, at Eguilles, of which 
he was the lord, to build a house and 
make a garden. The plan of both 
one and the other was settled between 
the brothers, and the^ immediately 
began their labours. In 1766 aU 
was finished ; the house quite ready, 
the gardens planted and in good 
ttfder^ entirely owing to the care of 
SoQsieur de Eguille?, his brother, 
president of the parBament of Aix« 

The clock at last struck— >the mar- 
quis had attained his sixtieth year. 
For a long time no mention had been, 
made of the agreement: whatevec 
address the courtier employed to re* 
call the idea of it to his recollection, 
the monarch always expressed a dis* 
ioclination to enter on the subject. 
De could not recur to it without ex« 
posing himself to cruel reproaches, 
«r to mortifications more ci*uel still. 

In 1768, he renewed his entrea« 
ties, and imagining that the king 
might not, perhaps, like him to take 
away the original letters which that 
^ioce had written to him, he sent 
Ibem to him, ranged in chronological 
•rder imd accompanied them by the 
ibUowUig leUer : 

"Sirei I have kept till this mo- 
IMpt a precious pledge of the confi- 
d^Sae with which your majesty ho* 
Doured me* I give them into your 
bands, because I do not think it 
right to take them with me into a 
strange country* My continued ill 



health, and a com^cation of disor- 
ders, put it out of my power any 
longer to be useful to your majesty ; 
and I am convinced that> under a 
milder climate, my infirmities might 
be bom* I therefore entreat yout 
majesty to grant me my disaMssal, 
assuring you, at the same time, that 
my hean shall be eternally devoted 
to you." 

The marquis obtained permission 
to pass six months in Provence, and 
set off in 1769, on the express condi« 
tion of returning at the appointed 
time; at the same- time he received 
the packet of original letters, which 
the king returned to him, assuring 
him that he possessed his entire con* 
fidence, and that consequently he 
neither could nor would keep theiet* 
ters. The marquis, however, would 
not take them with him, but left them 
in the charge of one of his most par- 
ticular fijbnds. 

It appears, that the king was much 
displeased at his departure, asd that 
he even refused to see the marquis* 
In vain several persons endeavoured 
to persuade him, that the marquis 
would return* He would not believe 
them. He was indignant, that a man 
whom he had loaded with his bene- 
fits, should quit him for such trifling 
causes, and which in no way dimi- 
nished the proofs of his attachment 
and esteem ; but the mai*quis had 
very good reasons to^give on his side 
likewise; to pass the remainder of 
his days under a milder clitnatc, and 
jttiar a brother, to whom he was at- 
tached by strong ties of affection. 

He had, however, other motives 
for discontent, which he was anxious 
that the king should know without 
loss of time. Scarcely had he arrived 
at Dijon, when he wrote him a very 
bold letter, such as no one who had 
ever any disagreement with Frede- 
ikk, would have ventured to address 
to him. In order to excuse himself 
for this freedom, he said : " It is not 
now to the king that I write, but to 
the philosopher, and in the name of 
philosophy"— a distinction which tkcr 
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moxmreh himffilf had given the ex- 
ample of in their suppers at Sans 
Souci, where they freely conversed 
in the absence of the king, although 
at the same table with hira. And 
he concluded bis keen, yet guarded, 
reproaches, with that inimitable fable 
Off ihe " Town and Country Mouse.'* 

Yet, notwithstanding this appear- 
ance of resentment, the marquis 
D'Argens resolved to return to Fre- 
derick at the expiralion of the staled 
period ; but it cost him a severe 
struggle to determine on leaving Aix, 
to return to Berlin. It was to ex- 
pose the remainder of his days to 
new scenes of vexation and disap- 
pointment, and shorten their duration. 
The agitated state of liia mind, which 
this situation involved him in, pro- 
duced the very effect he wished to 
have avoided, and he died without 
being able to fulfil his promise. 

" In the midst of all these suffer- 
ings," says M. Thiebault, ** he was 
detained at Bourg-en-Bresse by a 
long and very dangerous illness. The 
marchioneas, whose whole care was 
devoted to him, never once thought 
of writing to the king, although the 
time of his leave of absence had ex- 
pired. Frederick suspected him of 
wishing to deceive him. He sent to 
the marchioness's sister, and to all 
the members of the academy, with 
whom he was connected as the direct- 
or, to know if they had not heard 
from him. And as he was informed, 
that no person had received any news 
of him, and that several months had 
passed without a letter either from 
the husband or the wife, the king's 
doubts weic soon changed to cer- 
tainty. His auger and his indigna- 
tion were extreme. He despatched 
orders that very day to the different 
offices at which the salaries of the 
marquis were paid, strictly enjoining 
them to erase his name out of the 
publick books, and forbiddiiig them 
U> pay him any thing for the lulure. 
Sulzer, who received this order at 
the academy^ thought it his duty lo 
acquaint D'Argcub, and in conuc- 



quence gf this dete M M M Hi an, be p&' 

vately gave a letter to a person who 
was going that way, and who promi- 
sed to inquire for the marquis, and 
give hira the letter if he should chance 
to meet him ; if not, to address it un- 
der cover to the president D'Eguilles. 
The traveller found him at Bourg-en- 
Bresse, in a state of convalescence, 
and preparing to set off for Ber- 
lin. The letter produced an effect 
which might be expected. The old 
courtier was more irritated than af- 
flicted. He wrote another, which 
was never made publick, but its con- 
tents may easily be guessed at, and 
immediately returned to his beloved 
retreat, from which he seldom went|^ 
except to make some few slight 
journeys through parts of Provence. 
It was in one of these excursions 
that he died at Toulouse, of an indi* 
gestion,on the 1 1th of January, 1771. 

The pubhck journals and the wri* 
ters of the day have asserted, that the 
marquis D'Argens received tlie sa- 
craments before his death ; that hc 
read the Bible during his last illness, 
and that he caused himself to be ad- 
mitted as a member of a society of 
penitents. Facts, which but little ac» 
coid with the character of a roan, 
who, always occupied by religious 
chicanery, theological disputaUons, 
and discourses of incredulity, had| 
however, a strong prcdeliclion in fa- 
vour of superstition, and the errourt 
to which it gives rise. 

In all that we have said here of 
the marquis D'Argens, we have 
scarcely made any mention of his 
works. They are, however, very nu- 
merous; but if we except " The Jew- 
ish Letters," or, as it was called in 
English, *' The Jewish Spy," none 
of them appears to have given him 
any great title to. Frederick's recom- 
mendation. And of all tliat he has 
written, his Memiors are at this da/ 
the most interesting, and offer an 
agreeable fund of amusement, which, 
at the same time makes you acquaint- 
ed with both the men and the man- 
ners of the time in which he lived. 
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OV THS IHtTUrCT OF DOGS, AMD AN ACCOUNT OF A REMARKABLE DOO. 

[Trantlated from the French,"] 



SUCH is the depravation of the 
human species, that it is often com- 
pelled to seek, beyond its own limits, 
as well the example as the habitual 
practice of the most necessary vir- 
tnes. Would we possess an incor- 
roptible guardian, a faithful and f^is- 
interested compani'^n, a friend whom 
adversity cannot alienate, we must 
not turn to man, for if we do, we shall 
only excite useless regret : regret to 
think that we must efface these esti 
mable virtues from the history of 
society, or at most be content to re- 
^1 peculiar instances, and admire 
^m as somethid^ extraoidinary, 
without, however, attempting to ren- 
der them less rare. 

But, on the contrary, a numerous 
species of animals present them- 
selves, rich in the requisite gifts of 
sentiment, and happy in preserving 
them, without reserve, for the use 

4 man, who too often only abuses 
ra, and seldom ennobles them by 
appropriating them to himself. The 
proof which w^e have daily of the 
intelligence of dogs is, to every re- 
flecting minfl, a subject of astonish- 
ment and admiration. And no feeling 
heart can be insensible to the marks' 
of constancy and attachment which 
they unceasingly lavish on us. 

•* I have seen," says Montiagne, 
m his naif hxxi philosophick language, 
" a dog, conducting a blind man by 
the side of a ditch in the city, leave 
a plain and even path and take a 
worse, in order to remove his mas- 
»l!t from the ditch. How could this 
dog conceive that it was his office to 
valch only for the saftty of his mas- 
ter, and despise his own convenience ? 
And how could he know that the 
path, j|Mi^H was broad enough for 
hlmsdlH|^as yet too narrow for a 
Uhpl imm ? How could he compre- 
hend all this without ratiocination V* 
[Ejisaisj /iv, ii. ch, 12.] 

What attachment can be compa- 
red to that of. the dog, seen by all 
Varis in 1660, who remained during 

VOL. II* M 



many years upon the tomb of hit 
master in the cemetery of the Inno* 
cents ^ In v.iln caresses were em- 
ployed to induce him to quit the 
loved remains. Nothing could re- 
move him from his post of fidelity 
and affliction Several times he was 
removed by force, and shut up at the 
extremity of the city : but as soon as 
they loosened him, he relumed to 
the spot which his constant affection 
had assigned to him, and where, ex- 
posed to the elements, he braved the 
rigour of the most severe winters. 
The inhabitants, who resided near 
the spot, touched with the perseve- 
rance of this interesting animal, sup- 
plied him with food, which he seem- 
ed to receive only as the means of 
prolonging his grief, and the exam- 
ple of a fidelity truly heroical. 

More recently, Valencit-nnes was 
the witness of a similar event An 
inhabitant of the city died. His dog 
followed him to the churchyard, and 
lay upon his tomb. Food was carried 
to him, which he refused to touch 
fjr three days. After having tried 
his fidelity by evtry means of entice- 
ment, a doghouse was built for him 
on the tomb, and hfc remained there 
for nine years without ever absenting 
himself more than twelve or fifteen 
paces from the spot, and he died then 
of old age and «lief- l^'^^ Cour* 
d*hiatoire naturtlkllmi; tableau de la 
Xature ; Paris^ ITTO, torn. II. ft. 
|p3]. 

But it is not only with regard to 
its master that the dog develops all 
the superiority of its instinct. There 
are some to whom every human be- 
ing is equally the object of his solici- 
tude There exists, for example, 
uix)n the high mountains of the Alpa 
a particular race of dogs, the sole 
desnnation of which is to seek for 
travellers who may have been invol- 
ved in the snow, lost in the midst of 
the thick fogs which prevail there, 
or bewildered in impassable paths 
during the te^^^^^^if^^. The 
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monks of Mount St. Bernard, hospi- 
table inhabitants of these frozen and 
almost inaccessible heights, never fail 
to send, every day in winter, a confi- 
dential servant, accompanied by two 
dogs, for the purpose of meeting 
with travellers on the side of the 
Valais as far as St. Pierre. The dogs 
ibllow the steps of ihe person (if any) 
who has lost his way, overtake him, 
bnng him back, and thus snatch him 
fi'om inevitable death. 

The hair of this sort of dogs is 
white with black spots round the 
ears ; and others, which are >smaller 
and of a fawn colour, near the eyes. 

It is about the size of a mastiff. Its 
long hair, its pointed snout, and al- 
most all the cj^alittes of its body ap- 
proximate it to the species of the 
shepherd dog, from which it proba- 
bly proceeded, by an intermixture, 
not very ancient, with the mastiff. 

This race is also estimable as a 
watch dog J so that it unites the good 
qualities of its original stock ; the in- 
telligence of the shepherd dog ; and 
the vigilance of our yard dogs. 

In the species of animals which 
man has domesticated, or rather re- 
duced to a state of servitude, nature 
often produces monsters, either by 
excess or defect. Of the latter sort 
I will here cite an example as a new 
proof of the perfeciion of instinct in 
the dog> and of the resources of na- 
ture. It was first communicated to 
the puhlick by Rf. Peret, jun» in tlie 
Journal du Rhysique^ for the month 
of August 1770. 

In the month of July 1768, a black 
spaniel 1/itch, with red spots, littered 
eigiit yoang ones. She was only al- 
lowed to keep four, and of these four 
it was discovered in a few days 
that one was deprived of the two 



front paws. It was thought it would 
not live ; but this defect of conforma- 
tion did not prevent it from growing 
equally as fast and as strong as the 
others. And it was two years old 
when the following description of it 
was drawn up. 

Two'legsy for so she was called, had 
a considerable resemblance to the 
wolfdog ; but the body was moi*^ 
elongated. Her hair was long, rather 
rough, and of a brown colour. She 
often carried her ears erect. Her tail 
was a good deal like that of the fox, 
not only in its form, but also in the 
manner in which she carried it. 

"^he would caress very freely, and 
approached towards persons whdift 
she knew, upon her two hind legs, 
which she held wide apart, and the 
toes very open. If she wished to ad- 
vance quickly, she used the under 
part of her neck as a third leg to sup- 
port herself with. She then proceed- 
ed with considerable velocity by suc- 
cessive leaps and springs ; but tUs^ 
constrained precession fatigued wet 
very much. Her respiration seemed 
to be interrupted each time her neck 
touched the ground ; and to save her 
head and nose from the blows 
which they were likely to receive, 
the muscles of the neck were always 
in a state of contraction, in order 
that the head might constantly be 
erect. 

If Two-legs heard any noise, she 
immediately sut upright, even for a 
considerable time. If she wished to 
go up stairs, she effected it pretty 
easily by means of her neck ; but i& 
descend was absolutely impossible. 
In 1769, this extraordinary creature 
had six young ones, none of wbict^ 
were in any manner deformed. 



SINGULAR ACCOUNT OF AN EAGLE's NEST. ' 

{Frani HalVs Travels in Scotland.'] 

NOT many miles from Castle every summer, built on a rock 

Grant, I found a gentleman who was in the hill, not far from his house. 

not displeased that a couple of eagles. There was a stone within a few yards 

whose nest I went to see regularly of it, aboulij^'^dC^^te^iand nearly 
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as broadt and upon this stoney iJmost 
continually, but always when tbey 
[the eagles] had young, the gentle- 
man and his servants found a num- 
ber of muir fowl, partridges, hares, 
rabbits, ducks, snipes, ptarmacans, 
rats, mice. Sec. and sometimes kids, 
fiiwns, and Iambs. When the young 
c^Ies were able to hop the length 
of this stone, to which there was a 
narrow road, hanging over a dreadful 
precipice, as a cat brings live mice 
to her kittens, and teaches them to 
kill them, so the eagles, I learned, 
^ften brought hares and rabbits alive, 
and placing them before their young, 
taught them to kill and tear them to 
pkces. Sometimes, it seems, hares, 
rabbits, rats, &c. not being sufficient- 
ly tamed, got off from the young ones 
while they were amusing themselves 
with them ; and one day, a i'a!)bit 
got into a hole, where the old eagle 
could not find it. The eagle, one 
day, brought to her young ones the 
cdb of a fox, which, after it had bit- 
ijjl^ some of them desperately, at- 
*teihpted to escape up the hill, and 
would, in all probability, have accom- 
plished it, had not the shepherd, who 
was watching the motion of the eagles, 
with a view to shoot them (which 
they do with bullets, swan-shot not 
being able to penetrate their feathers) 
prevented it* As the eagles kept 
what might be called an excellent 
larder, when any visiters surprised 
the gentleman, he was in the habit 



of sending Ms servants to see what 
the . eagles had to spare, and who 
scarcely ever relumed without some- 
thing good for the table. Game of 
all kinds, it is well known, is the 
better for being kept a considerable 
time. 9 

When the gentleman or his ser- 
vants carried off things from the 
eagle's shelf or table, near the nest 
(for it was next to impossible to ap- 
proach the nest itself) the eagles 
were active in replenishing it ; but 
when they did not take them away, 
the old ones loitered about inactive, 
amusing themselves with their young 
till the stock was nearly exhausted. 

When the hen eagle was hatching, 
the table or shelf of the rock was 
generally kept well furnished for her 
use. While tlie eagles were very 
young, her mate generally tore a 
wing from the fowls for her, and a leg 
from the beasts he frequently brought. 
Those eagles, as is generally the case 
with animals that are not gregarious, 
were faithful to one another, but 
would not permit any of their young 
to build a nest, or live near them, al- 
ways driving them to a considerable 
distance. The eagles of this country 
are uncommonly large and voracious, 
and their claws are so long and strong, 
that they are used by young people 
as a horn, with a stopper, for holding 
snuff, and carried regularly in the 
pocket for that purpose. 



TO THB BDITOR OV THE MONTHLY MAGAZXNB. 



na, 

I HAVE long been in posses* 
sioD of an anecdote of one of the 
brute cr^ition, which I send to you, 
not so Wlch for the amusement of 
your readers, as that Mr. Bingley 
may, if he thinks it worthy, insert it 
in the next edition of his Animal 
Biography. It is strictly true, and 
would have appeared before, had it 



boen less extraordinary ; for nothing 
but diffidence has hindered me from 
sending it* But. recollecting that truth 
needs not to be ashamed, it is brought 
before the publick, and is as follows. 
Walking with a lady through some 
meadows between two villages, of the 
names of Upper and Lower Slaughter^ 
in the county of Gloucester, the path 
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lay within about one hundred yards 
of a small brook. Many ewes and 
Jambs were in the meadow. We were 
about half way over it when a ewe 
came up to us and bleated very 
loudly, looking up in my face ; and 
tllen ran off towards the brook. I 
could not help remarking this <ix- 
traordi'iary behaviour ; but my atten- 
tion was i)ariiculurly roused when 
she repeated it; and, bleaiiiig louder, 
seemed to winh to siiijnify somethiner 
in particul ir. She then ran off as be- 
fore in the same direction, repeatedly 
looking beliind her till she reached 
the brook, where she stood still. 
After standhig to look at her some 
time, we continued our walk, and 
had nearly reached the gate that led 
into the next meadow, when she came 
runr.ing after us the third time, and 
. seemed yet more earnest, if possible, 
th.tn before. I then determined to 
endeavour lo discover the motive for 
such singular behaviour. I followed 



the ewe towards the brook; seeing 
me advance, she ran as fast as she 
was able, looking behind her several 
times ; when we came to the brook ; 
she peeped over the edge of a hillock, 
into the water, looked up in my face, 
and bleated with the most significant 
voice I ever heard (vom a quadruped. 
Judge of my surprise, when, on look- 
ing into the stream, I saw her lamb 
standing close under the hillock^ with 
the water nearly over its back. I in- 
stantly drew it out, when the fond 
mother began to lick, and give it 
suck, and, looking up to me, uttered 
several sounds very different from 
those she had uttered before ; and 
evidently expressing satisfaction and 
pleasure. I needed not those thanks; 
fc r 1 never p^rrformed one action in 
my life that gave me more unmixed 
pleasure ; nor did ever brute appear 
more grateful. Your's &c. 

J. COLLBT. 



The following digest of the necessary rules for making 5on mots, satirical attacks, 
and su casiick retorts, are exuactcd from Bannantine's Kew Joe Millci*. 



, FEEL your ground before you 
take a suigie step, and adapt yourself 
to your company. You may find your- 
self among a set of wretches who 
never read Joe Miller, and yet have 
comprehension enough to understand 
him. i his is fine! Make the most 
of such a situation; for it in a happi- 
ness not often to recur. If any as- 
piring member venture to oppose 
you, crush him without mercy. If 
you do not know what he is going to 
say, tell him you can help him ott in 
that story, should he be at a loss ; if 
you c/9, cut him short, by snatching 
the Sling of the tale from him, and 
turn it against himself. You will get 
the laugh, and the audience will be 
happy to redu(j^ him to their own 
level, by measuring him with you. 

Never mind what smart you oc- 
casion, provided you can say a smart 



thing. Your enemy you have a riglit 
to wound ; and with whom can you 
take a liberty, if not with a friend ? 
A pretty thing, truly, if a jest were 
to be stifled because it might give 
pain I It would give much more to 
suppress it : and if others do not Ukc 
the taste, how can they expect you 
to swallow it ? 

Latm bo?i mots are safe, if you arc 
sure of the pronunciation ; for they 
who understand them will laugh na- 
turally, and they who do not, for fear 
of being thought ignorant. With wo- 
men this rule will not apply ; do not, 
therefore, in their society, #ltote Ho- 
race, or confess yourself a fwmasoD; 
for they naturally hate and suspect 
whatever they are excluded from. 

It is a very successful and laudable 
pi'actice to poach upon Joe's premises 
with some poor dog who is fain at 
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night to start the game, which you 
have marked down in the morning. 
At the given signal, let fly, and you 
are sure to kill the prey, and perhaps 
some of the company with luughler. 
Be sure that yonr pointer is stanch. 

When you launch a good thing, 
which is only heard by the person 
next you, wait patiently for a pause, 
and throw in again. Yourneighbour, 
possibly, will not renew his laugh, 
but will excuse you, well knowing 
that you cannot afford to throw away 
a good thing. 

If your party be stupid, and you 
want an excuse for getting away, 
give vent to some double ent<iBdres 
to distress the women. This will 
answer your purpose ; for the men 
must be fools indeed, if they do not 
kick you down stairs. 

In the want of other subjects for 
your raillery and sneers, personal 
defects form a tempting source of 
pleasantry. When your wit has not 
a leg of its own to stand on, it may 
run some lime upon your neigh- 
bour s wooden one. At least a dozen 
jokes may be endorsed upon a hump 
back ; and you may make a famous 
handle of a long nose, by inquiring 
of its proprieior whether he can 
reach to blow it; whether he can 
hear himself sneeze, &c &c. Take 
care, however, while making tun with 
his nose, that he does not make free 
with yours- 

If your party be equal to yourself, 
in their knowledge of the books, or 



talent for extempore repartee, laugh 
loud at your own sayings, and pre- 
tend not to hear theirs. Laughter is 
catching, though wit is not. 

If they be decidedly supeiiour in 
both these requisites, have a bad 
headach and be silent. You could 
not speak to advantage, and it's better 
to be pitied for having a pain in the 
head, than for having nothing in it. 

Mimickry and buffoonery are good 
substitutes for wit. Thus you may 
make some use of a prosing old poet, 
by listening to him wiih feigned at- 
tention, and at the same time thrust- 
ing your tongue in the opposite 
cheek. This will aVnuse the com- 
pany, and cannot offend the old gen- 
tleman, for he will be wise enough to 
wish* your tongue kept where it is. 

Beware of quizzing your host too 
severely, or he will not ask you again. 
Be merry and wise.. A laugh is a 
tempting thing, I own ; so is tuitlc 
soup. Always remember that a good 
dinner is in itself a good thing, and 
the only one mat will bear frequent 
repetition 

If you have once got a man down, 
belabour him without mercy. Re- 
member the saying of the Welch 
boxer : '* Ah, sir, if you knew the 
trouble I have had in getting him 
down, you would not ask me to let 
him get up again." 

Invariably preserve your best joke 
for the last ; and when you have ut- 
tered it, follow the example now set 
you, by taking your leave. 



AN ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH AMBASSADOUR S AUDIENCE WITH THE SULTAN. 



\_From Mac GilV* Travels'] 
DURING my absence in Rus- lace of the 
sia, his excellency Mr. Arbuthnot, 
our new ambassadour at the porte, ar- 
rived in Constantinople. Yesterday 
he had his audience with the sultan, 
'Which,' as the mode of conducting it 
nvas somewhat singular, I shall de- 
scribe to ycu. 

Yesterday morning, by five o'clock, 
the whole of the British at the time 
in Constantinople repaired to the pa- 



Swedish envoy, where 
his excellency our ambassadour wait- 
ed for them, to proceed to Kis au- 
dience with the sultan. Before six 
the whole procession was in motion. 
The ambassadour was carried in a 
chair by six men in red robes, with 
high hairy caps on their heads. On 
each side of the chair walked one of 
his excellency's armed attendants, 
namely, hi^ l{i||^a|^^^^ Jys sports- 
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man* The chair was followed by ano- 
ther, which was empty, and then by 
the secretaries, dragomen, and gen- 
tlemen and factors, who happened 
to be then in the country. 

In this manner we proceeded to the 
water side at Tophana, where boats 
where provided for us by order of the 
Porte, to carry us across the Golden 
Horn, where, when we arrived, we 
found horses from the stud of the 
sultan waiting to convey us to the 
seraglio. After some little ceremo- 
nies we again set forward for the 
Sublime Porte. Before entering it, 
we all alighted, and proceeded on- 
ward between the gales. The outer 
and inner ones were then shut, and 
information was sent (o the divan, 
that an infidel ambassadour was with- 
out, who wished to throw himself at 
the feet of the great sultan. The 
place in which we were enclosed is 
that where criminals are decapitated, 
and where the heads of tniitors arc 
exposed for the satisfaction of the 
sultan. After a short time the inner 
gate was thrown open, and an exhi- 
bition truly novel presented itself. A 
great number of dishes of pillau and 
cakes of bread were st rowed on the 
ground at appropriate distances, 
which, at a signal given, a troop of 
janizaries ran in, in the nimblest 
manner, and carried off. On inquiry, 
I found that this grotesque specta- 
cle was intended to show to us 
infidels in what manner the Turkish 
troops are fed, and also how active 
they are. r 

At length we were permitted to 
advance, and after crossing an exte- 
riour court of the seraglio, arrived 
at the entrance of the divan, near the 
door vi which were exposed on the 
ground the presents brought by the 
ambassadour, in order to gain or 
secure the friendship of the Turks. 
Amongst these were several pieces 
of fine cloth, some of rich silk, a 
table clock, and Iftany other articles. 
Here his excellency presented his 
credentials to the vizir, who by some 



gentlenlen of the long robe sent 
them to the sultan to know his plea- 
sure. The interval between this and 
the arrival of tlie answer was em- 
ployed by us in examining and ad- 
miring the magnificence of the apart- 
ment in which we were, and which 
was richly gilt and pauited on the 
roof and columns. The floor was of 
variegated marble ; around the room 
were sophas covered with costly 
stuff; in the middle of tlie side op- 
posite the dopr, upon a cushion more 
elevated than the rest, sat the vizir ; 
over his head we observed the little 
window covered by a thick grating, 
at which it is said tlie sultan sits to 
hear what passes on occasions of this 
kind. It was evident to perceive 
through the grating that some per- 
son sat there ; but conjecture alone 
could lead us to conclude that it was 
Selim. 

A gracious answer from the Sultan 
at length arrived, which was received 
with a shout of ^^ Long live the kine 
of kings, Selim the sultan of sultans.** 
Here every one arose ; even his high- 
ness the vizir, slipt from his throne, 
and met the bearer half way to the 
door. The order was delivered into 
his hands. He first lussed it* then 
placed it to his forehead, kissed it 
again, and then, and not till then, 
presumed to break the seals. The 
order was to feed, wash, and clothe 
the infidels, and then admit them to 
his presence. In a short time, some 
little stools werQ arranged, in different 
parts of the divan, on the top of which 
were placed large trays of gold and 
silver, about four feet diameter, and 
of a circular form, from which wc 
were to be fed at the expense of the 
Turks. A most sumptuous enter- 
tainment was served up ; first a kind 
of blancmanger, next different kinds 
of roasted and baked meats ]»kweet- 
meats followed ; and to con^Plde, a 
delicious cooling sherbet was handed 
1*011 nd in gold and silver basins. 

We expeiienced one grievous want 
at this feast, for we were not furnish- 
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ed either with knife or fork, and were 
obliged to tear in pieces whatever was 
set before us ; fer the articles of a li« 
quid kind, spoons of tortoise-shell, 
studded with gold, were handed to 
us. 

The eating part of the farce being 
over, perfumed water was poured on 
the hands of his excellency, and a 
napkin of rich embroidery was thrown 
to him to wipe them with. He was 
&rther perfumed with aloes wood 
aod ambergris. 

The usual ceremony of paying the 
janizaries takes place in general after 
this part of the audience, but his ex- 
cellency had, I suppose, expressed 
himself sufficiently satisfied of the 
riches of the sultan, and il was dis- 
pensed with. 

I happened to he in Constantinople 
at a former period when two senators 
of Ragusa came to pay their tribute to 
the Porte, and was present at their 
audience, when the usual entertain- 
ment for the ambassadours, of paying 
the janizaries, was gone through, a 
description of which may, perhaps, 
amuse you. On quitting the divan, 
the senators and suite were conduct- 
ed to a place in the court immediately 
opposite to the door of it, where seats 
were prepared for their reception. 
The servants of the portc then brought 
out a number of leathern purses, 
which were strowed on the ground, 
and supposed to contain the pay of 
one company. The colonel of the 
company then gave the word, upon 
which the men came running for- 
ward, snatched up the purses, and 
carried them to some other quarter, 
where they divided them. This they 
repeated again and again. At the au- 
dience of the Ragusans it lasted up- 
wards of an hour and a half; at that 
of lord Elgin, this farce continued 
some hours when his lordship, with 
just indignation, declared, that if it 
was not concluded immediately, he 
would return home* 

We were now marched to a kind 
of open room under the piazzas, 
where coffee was served, and where 



the infidels were clothed in a manner 
suitable to their making their appear- 
ance before the sublime sultan. Thi$ 
dress consisted of pelisses ; that of his^ 
excellency was lined with samour^ 
worth no small sum* Those for the 
secretaries were very good. The dra- 
gomen, who generally take care of 
themselves, having in some measure 
the arrangement of this part of the 
business, were served with a pelisse 
each, little inferiour to that of the 
ambassadour ; the others were of tri- 
fling value. 

To the presence of the sultan only^ 
fourteen can be admitted, and they 
must be unarmed ; so here his excel* 
lency, and those who wore swords^ 
unbuckled. We now passed to the 
gate of the second court, where we 
encountered the first guard of eu- 
nuchs. Tills guard was composed 
of the ugliest monsters that ever wore 
tjie human form. Their features were 
horrible, with the flesh depending 
from them. Their faces were of the 
most deadly hue. Eacli infidel wa* 
now adorned with two eunuchs, wha 
laid a paw on each shoulder, to 
signify when he was to bend before 
the king of kings, and also to pre- 
vent outrage in his presence. In 
this manner we promenaded the 
second court, and were soon ushered 
into the august presence. 

The sultan was sitting on a bed^ 
for his throne has the appearance of 
a large four-posted bed, indeed it is 
exactly (^ that shape ; the posts were 
inlaid with precious stones ; the 
cushion on which Selim sat was com- 
posed of a massy embroidery of 
pearls ; before him stood his boots^ 
beside him lay his sword, and some 
tnrbans of state with rich aigrettes 
in them. 

Selim is a man of about forty -three 
years of age ; his beard is become 
grisly ; his countenance is attractive^ 
the tout ensemble of his physiogna- 
my benign ; he never lifted his eyes» 
nor even gave a side glance ; the 
ambassadour made a polite speech to 
him, which dt|^ee|yi/i<L6ejIMarwze, first 
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dragoman at the Portc^ translated to 
the vizir, who repeated it to the sul- 
tan ; he made his reply in simple, 
kind, and elegant expressions. It 
•was likewise spoken to the vizir, who 
passed it to the prince, who then re- 
peated it to the British company's 
dragoman, and he to the ambassadour. 
Our audience being finished, we turn- 
ed to depart, still in our humiliating 
condition, like criminals The sultan, 
just as We were leaving the room, de- 
sired the dragoman to inform his ex- 
cellency that he had ordered him a 
horse, which he hoped would turn out 
a good one. His excellency thanked 
him, and we departed. A strong 
guard of janizaries attended during 
the whole of the procession. 

Our return from the audience was 
nearly the same as our entry. We 
passed over the outward court of the 
seraglio, and without the Porte found 
our horses in waiting where we had 
left them. As we crossed the watef, 
several British and Maltese vessels sa- 
luted us. Indeed they had done so in 
the morning. We conducted the 
ambassadour to the Swedish palace, 
and were refreshed with lemonade, 
sweet cakes, &c The party then broke 
up to meet again at Tarapea, the re- 
sidence of Mr. Arbuthnot, where we 
were invited to dinner. In the even- 
ing we had a tall. 

The audience, upon the whole, was 
grand, and came up, in a great mea- 
sure, to my expectations. It was hu- 
miliating, to be sure, to be kept like 
prisoners so long in that horllble place 
the Porte, and had we understood the 
language, the being treated with " in- 
fidel" at every corner would have been 
insufferable. But the manners of the 
Turks, in every stage of the business, 
was friendly and kind. They have a 
greater regard for the English than 
far any other nation, both for those in 
the distinguished employments, and 
for the mercantile part of them. Ever 
sfncft the affair of Egypt, they talk of 
Kelson, sir Sidney, their old acquain- 
tance, whom they will tell you they, 
have seen, and general Stewart, with 



Might and enthusiasm. They bi^fo- 
ly resnect the mercantile world, and 
say the word of an Englishman is as 
good as any other man's writing, who 
b not a mussulman. 

The dinner at Tarapea consisted 
of all that taste could display, or the 
appetite desire ; the rarities of the 
season were washed down in libations 
of the choicest wines. The party was 
elegant, but not gay. We were de- 
prived by her indisposition of the 
presence of the amiable and beautifiil 
ambassadress; the sickness of Ida 
beloved consort threw a gloom over 
his excellency, who, notwithstanding, 
strove to appear xiheerful. In the 
evening, however, we found her a- 
doming the drawing room, where 
were sdso the ambassadours of the 
other missions and their ladies, with 
most of the ladies and gentlemen at- 
tached to them, who had been invited 
to pay their court on this occasion* 
According to the eastern custom, 
coffee and sweetmeats were served 
up, and the ball commenced by those 
who chose to dance, leading their 
partners to the hall, where a band of 
musick was playing. Rooms were ' 
prepared for those who chose to play 
at cards. During the evening, ices 
and lemonade wfere handed round ; 
the dance continued with much viva- 
city until some hours after midnight, 
when the party returned to their re- 
spective homes. 

The moon shone bright, and *hed 
a charming lustre over the moun- 
tains, crowned with the gloomy cy- 
press ; the most death-like stillness 
reigned over the canal, interrupted 
only by the fall of the oar, which beat 
in agreeable cadence to the breast, 
which had been agitated with the 
dance, or with some softer emotiofi} 
for the scene of the evening afibrd- 
ed a rich display of beauty. » 

The contrast was striking fikweca 
the elegant simplfcity of theoiglisb 
dress, and the gaudy show of the 
Grecian. Her excellency was at- 
tired in a plain, but costly suit. The 
other ladies were decked out ia rich 
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fiirred ^owns of silver, gold, or ri^ 

silk stuffs, and ail the family dia- 
monds were d^played on this occa- 
sion, stuck on without either art or 
elegance. 
The ambassadour appeared in the 



evening in the Windsor uniform. His 

dress in the mornins; was rich em- 
broidery. The gentlemen of the 
other missions wore the uniform of 
their respective courts. 



POETRY. 



A POETICAL RECIPiFi FOR THE 
ASTHMA. 
GOUT and rhcwnatlam have found 
shelter in your paj^es, and perhaps many 
may be now deriving ease and benefit 
from the remedies you have promulg-ated. 
Then why not asthma, a disease (and I 
speak from experience) as afflictive as 
oither of the above ? To be sure, my re- 
cipe has not such a grave appearance as 
UJy predecessors ; but Apollo is the god 
«f physick and of poetry too ; and why 
may not his disciples use both when they 
can ? That the remedies and precautions 
Qontained in the following are practically 
Xoodj I myself know : and it is somethmg 
^ovel to have a poetical recipe. 

I remain &c. 
Shortbrrath. 

Come, old friend, accept of me 

The following rules, without a fee. 

An asthma is your case, I think ; 

So you must neither eat nor drink : 

I mean of meats preserved in salt, 

Nor any liquors made from malt; 

From seasoned sauce avert your eyes, 

Fi-om hams and tongues and pigeon pics : 

If venison pasty's set before yc, 

F^ch bit you eat — meviento viori. 

Your supper — nothing if you please. 

But above all, no toasted cheese. 

T19 likely you will now observe. 

What I prescribe will make you starve. 

^ ; I allow you at a meal. 

Part of a neck, loin, or leg of veal ; 

Ywng turkics too, 1*11 let you eat ; 

Ptrtridges and pullets, by way of treat. 

House -lamb boiled, 1 suffer too— 

The devil's in't if that won't do. 

Now as to liquor, why, indeed. 
Might I advise, it ^ould be mead ; 
Glasses of wine, to extinguish drought- 
Drink two with water, three without. 
Let constant exercise be tried. 
And sometimes walk, and sometimes ride; 
Heaitli's odner found on Uighgate-bUl 
Than in the doctor's miuscous pill. 

VOL. If. 



Be not in haste, nor think to do 
Your business with a purge or two ; 
Some, if they are not well at once. 
Proclaim tlie doctor for a dunce : 
Restless from quack to quack they range. 
When 'tis themselves they ought to change. 
Nature hates violence and force. 
By method led and gentle course : 
Rules and restraints you must endure — 
Ills brought by time, tis time must cure. 
The use of vegetables try. 
And prize Pomona in a pye : 
Young Bacchus' rites you must avoid. 
And leave fair Venus unenjoyed. 
"Whate'er you take put something good in. 
And worship Ceres in apudding. 
For breakfast, it is my advice. 
Eat gruel, sago, barley, rice ; 
Take burdoch roots, and by my troth, 
I'd mingle daisies in the broth. 
Thus you with ease may draw your 
breatli. 
Deluding what you dread most— death ; 
Laugh with your friends, be gay,andtluive. 
Enriched by those whom you survive, 

TO GERALDINS. 

O LADY, list not lover's sighs. 
If you arc rich v^ well as fair. 
Nor heed J^ie gaze of tearless eyes : 

No love is there: 
Mistrust the vows in raptiu-e made. 

The bended knee and mournful air. 
The homage .to thy beauty paid : 

Can love be there ? 
And disregard the tuneful strain. 

That tells of passion and despair. 
That warbles forth harmonious pain : 

Love is not there. 
Perhaps a silent lover sighs, 

That you arc rich as well as fair, 
O lady, watch his tearful eyes. 

For love is tbejre. >. 
He thinks what others only say. 

And fain would speak, if he might dare. 
But on his lips love dies away, 

While love is there. 
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In Mlence and in solitude. 

He nurses love and hides despair, 
O let not now thy wealth intrude ! 

Love, love is there. 

ALPIIONSQ. 



EPIGRAM, 

JS^ a country cl^rgvman to a ludy, who luid 
sent him her complitnents on ifie ten qf 
heart: 
YOUU compliments, dear lady, pray for- 

bear; 
Old English sen'i.ces are more sincere. 
You scud ten iiearts j Uic . tithe is only 

mhie ; 
Give me but one, and burn the other m^ie. 



•* LOVE AND PRUDENCE. 

[% Laura Soplda Temple.'] 
Twas yet Uie dawn of youth's f^uy hour. 
E'er mild content had fled my bower, 
Joy*8 rosy orb >llum*d my sky. 
And fancy in my roving- eye ; 
I Ittu^^ied at danger's whispered threat. 
With maddebt hopes my v«in heart beat ; 
*l'was til en that Prudence crossed my way. 
And often, often would siie Siiy, 
*Check thy w'dd cmu-se, and follow me.* 
I murmiu*ed at her harsh command, 
I would not take her oficred hand; 
* What,' I exclaimed, * alreudt} come. 
All my best feelings to benumb \ 
Grant to my prayeis a short delay. 
Oh ! call again some other day ! 
lull soon will time my minutes steal 
And on my forehead fix his seal — 
Then, tlien cold nymph V\\ follow tliee/ 
She sig-hed, and went, — I dropped a tear. 
But still pursued my mud career. 
While thus I joyous skipped along, 
1 lie.'ud a soft and melting song. 
Onward I bounded — for the strain 
Thrilled to my heart, andpierced my brain- 
But Pinidence stopped me — the** repelled 
Still she returned — ^my steps witldield. 
And mournful whispered, * follow me.' 
I turned me from her stedfast eye, 
And from her iwescnce longed to fly— • 

it was love's voluptuous lay 
Templed my truant feet to stray ! 
That o'er my cheai^^ed senses stole. 
And robbed of energy' my soid : 

That bade my tongue to Prudence say, 
*Thou meddling fool \ — away — away ! 

1 cannot, — ivill not, — follow thee.* 
O'er flowery paths I gayly stcpt, 
#l*u4icncc tlie while looked on and wept. 
J gazed on love's enchanting smUe, 
And-doated on the gentle wile ; 

'Tis not for my weak lips to tell 

The laagick of c«ch wonderous spelT, 



Which did my bosom's peace bfitrav. 
And tempted still my tongue to say : 

• Pi-udence, I will not ^o\\ thee.' 
Thus was my feeble ji^^mcnt led 
By all that Love, or looked or said ; 
Thus was my raw impractised youth 
Deceived by falshood — decked in truth ; 
But when I proved that angel sroilc 
The worthless covering of guile — 

O when my dark and vast despair. 
Had found his promises were air — 
Then did remorse my bosom rend— 
And clasping Prudence, as my irieud, 

• Lead on'— I ci-ied * I'll foUou' */««<?.' 



A VALENTINE FROM CONSTANCE TO 
MELLIDOR. 

[J?^ 3£*? Trefuiis.'] 

I. 

ERE yet the harbinger of day 
Shed one faint beam, one cheering ray. 
Impatient love, -with fond delight, 
Sought, by the glimmering Paper's light, 
Tlie pictured lineaments to trace 
Of MeUidor's bewitching face ; 
Prest to her lips the ring, the glove. 
Sweet pledges of his valued love ; 
Then dropt a solitary tear 
That her sweet t>Tant was not near j 
Dared for a moment to repine. 
And blame her careless Valentine. 

II. 

O man! how little dost thou kno\r 
The sources whence our pleasures flow^ 
O man ! how little canst thou share 
The soft refinements of the fair ! 
Those heavenly nothings which we prize. 
Your grosser appetites despise : 
Ne'er in your hacknied bosoms live 
Those loyal sentiments, which give 
A sacred character to love. 
And prove its mission from above. 
Alas ! my every wish was thine. 
But the world shared my Valentine f 

ni. 

Loud howl the stormy winds around^ 
Winter's hoar honours strow the ground? 
Brilliant the sun, though cold his ray; 
Ah ! such the sun who rules fn^ day? 
Long, long he promised to be here. 
To claim me for the ensuing* year ; 
But gayer scenes his thoughts emplor. 
He steals from love what's g^ven to joy : 
I'll at he may hasten back agam. 
In time to join gay folly's train. 
Love's 6aci*ed promise he'd resign,. 
And slight liis faithful Valentuie ! 

l\\ 

Else Mellidor had never rorfed 
Far from thg Uttl<| jf,r5n..lwA?ved 



POBTEY. 



292 



On this eventful dajr^ while she ^ 

Past her Ipne hours in misery ! — 
Alas ! should the flcsire of change 
Induce my Melli#)i* to range, 
Should sickening' security 
Tempt him to court variety. 
If I've, been loved, alas ! too long, • 
May tender recollections tlirong 
Round that dear heait and keep it mine. 
Lest death should claim tliy Valentine ! 

V. 

When to love's influence woman jielda, 
^e loves for life ! and daily feels 
Progressive tenderness ! — each hour 
Confirms, extends, the tyrant's power ! 
Hep lover is her god ! her fate ! — 
Vain pleasures, riches, worldly state. 
Are trifles all !— each sacrifice 
Becomes a dear and valued prize, 
if made for hira, e*en though he proves 
Forgetful oftlieir former loves ! . 

never to forget be thine. 
Lest madness seize thy Valentine. 

VI. 
Think, Mellidor, on former days. 
Think on the thousand winning ways 
By which my heaft'thou didst obtain! 
The fond, fond look, tlie melting strain. 
The frequent letter, praises bland. 
This tenderly imprisoned hand ; " 
Full many an eve- together past. 
Each eve more valued than the last; 
When by the sun's declining rays 

1 dared the transitory gaze, 

Read in those eyes that flame divine, 
^ow — ^fclt but by thy Valentine ! 

vn. 

Alas, those days are gone and past : 
They were too exquisite to last; 
The charm of novelty is o'er. 
And Constance is belo%-ed no more ! 
Yon light coquet, so g^oss, so vain, 
parades thee in her vulgar train, 
With worthless rivals blende thy name. 
And wrests from hoping crowds her famel 
Ah, dearest youtli 1 canst thou prefer 
This love's itinerant, to her 
Whose soul, whose wishes, all were thine. 
Who lives but in her Valentine. 

VUI. 
Ah no ! thou art too good, too pure. 
Such sliameful shackles to endure, 
Such hacknitd favours to receive ! 
Thy Constance never will believe 
These groundless rumours! dearest youth, 
licpeat those vows of love and truth, 



Which oft with ecatacy I hcatfl. 
And to heaven's richest gifts preferr'd ! 
But should the dreadful talc be true. 
Hide, hide thy frailties from my view ; 
Still let me think each virtue thine. 
Still proudly blesa my Valentine ! 



MARY. A SIMPLE SONG. 

[^y Jllisa Trefusts']. 

L 

HE ■ is gone ! he is gone ! how bitter tlK 
tear 
Which furrow'd my cheek at our last 
sad adieu, 

WJien all sobbing, I cried: " Farewell to 
my deal- ! 

Remember your Mai'y! believe her sin- 
cere. 
Then slight, if you can, her who lived 
but for you !" 

II. 

My Francis may meet with a face far 
more fair. 
With smiles more seductive, more art- 
ful than mine : 

On my brow love has gpxen the wrinkles 
of care ; / 

The blossoms of youth felt the blight of 
despair ; 
Yet scorn me not, Francis, the fault 
sure was thine ! 

m. 

if the light foot of frolick is Mary's no 
^ more, 

If dimpling liilarity shrinks from lier 
cheek, 
Thy smiles can the innocent vagrants re- 
store ; 
The cup of contentment would quickly 
run o'er. 
If tlie dark eye of Francis love's lan^ 
gauge should speak ! 
IV. 
Then let not the stranger thy fancy be- 
guile, 
Though deckt in the ti^asures of beau- 
ty and youth: 
Tortile heart of thy Mary (though break- 
ing tl>e while 
From the lures of each wanton) shall 
yield thee a snulc. 
By tenderness drawn from the foui}- 
tuiijs af truth !" 
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An Eiegant Method of obtaininsr very 
exact and pleating Bepraentationa of 
Plantt, 

TAKE the plant of which you wish 
to obtain a representation, and lay it on 
acme sheets of blossom or blotting paper, 
and having properly displayed the leaves 
and flowers, so as to lie in the most ad- 
vantafreous manner, lay some more of the 
same kind of paper upon it, and a large 
book, or some other convenient weight 
Upon it, in order to press it with a gentle 
degree of pressure. In this state let it 
remain two or three days, then remove 
the upper P«per, and see whether tlje 
plant be sumciently firm or stiff to bear 
removing. When this is the case, smear 
over every part of the plant with ink, 
made by dissolving a qiiantitv of Indian 
ink in warm water ; then carefully lay the 
smeared side on a piece of clean and 
strong white paper, ami covering it with 
a piece of the blossooi, or soft paper, 
press with llie hand on every part, and 
rub it uniformly over After remaining 
some time loniier, remove it from the 
paper, and a distinct and beautiful im- 
pression will reniajn, far exceeding, in 
lioftness of appearance, if well conducted, 
and jusvicss of representation, even the 
most elaborate and highly finished engra- 
ying. U is only to be lamente<l, tliat, in 
this metliod of figuring plants, some of 
the minuter characters of the flpwer must 
unavoidably be expressed indistinctly. 
These, hovyever, as well us any other mi- 
nute parts, which may not have been im- 
pressed with sufHcJent sliarpness, xnny- 
be added with a pencil and Indian ink. 
Sometimes a small press is made us(^ of 
in this process ; and vjirious compositions 
may also be used, as well as Indian ink : 
viz. a kind of fine printer's ink, composed 
of lamp-black, witli linseed oil, &c. The 
fip^ures may occasionally be coloured af- 
tcrrwaids, in the manner of enj^ravinj^s. 
Their great merit consists in so happily 
expressing what botanists term the habit, 
or true general aspect of the naturid 
plants; a partictilar in which even the 
best and most elaborate engravings are 
fbund defective. Yoiir's, &c. 

WILi^IAM PYBUS. 

^ Experiment on Soapmd^ ok a Manure, 
^By Mr. G Irioin, of Tattnton, itntk re- 
marks by the rev. T/iomait Fafconer. 
h FEW years since, says this writer, 
|ny attention v, as attracted by the soil of 



a garden reduced to a state of po\ertv^ 
very unfriendly to vegetation. An invi- 
gorating manure was necessary; but svich 
a stimulus could not easily be procured 
Considering upon the means, it occurred 
that possibly some trivial advantage might 
be derived from the oil and alkali, remain- 
ing in the water after washing, commonly 
called soap-suds. Pits were immediately 
dug, and the contents of the washing 
tubs, after they were done with, emptied 
into them As washing sticceeded washing 
other pits were tlug and filled, so that a 
whole garden, a small portion excepted, 
was watered and enriched. Upon the 
spot purposely neglected, vegetation, savi 
the writer, is still languid, while the re. 
sidue of the garden, invigorated by sudi 
only, annually exhibits a luxuriance al- 
most equal to any thing this fertile nei.^- 
bourhood can pioduce. We have known 
this kindof manui-e, and even another kind 
of domestick lie, applied witii success tj* 
tlje roots of tlie vine. 

But the mixture of an oil and an alkait 
has been more generally known than 
adopted as a remedy against tlie insectf 
which infect wall fniit trees. It will de- 
stroy tlie insects which have foi*med their 
nests and bred among thp leaves. Vsed 
in the early part of the year it will pre- 
vent insects from settling upon the le?ive6. 
It is also preferable to the lime water, 
or wood ashes and lime, because lime 
loses its causticity by being exposed to 
tlic air. The only difficulty is in the 
mode of applying it. Mr. Spccchley, in 
his treatise on the vine, directs it to bp 
pouivd from a ladder out of a watering 
pot, over both trees and wall, beginning 
at the top of the wall, and bringing it 
on, in courses, from top to bottom. The 
Rev. Mr. Falconer thinks a considerable 
extent of uall may be washed by means 
of a common garden pump, in a short 
time, as often as a supply of suds, &c. 
can he had ; or a quantity of potash of 
conmiercc di.^solved in water mav be 
siibsiituUid. W'ashinji: tlit; tj'ces anJ the 
wall twice a week lor three or four weeks 
in the sprhig will sufficiently secure tlic 
fniit from the injuries of insects. TJus 
upon the whole, he thinks a valuable ma- 
nure, as it can be easily obtained, at a 
small expense and in large quantities; 
and wlien its nature is understood, will 
probably be no less esteemed than horse 
d :ug. To the gardener as well as the far-, 
mer, mixed with mould, it is also useful 
as a fertilizing compost 
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^Hr. ,^(}renv Broson has obtained a patent 
fir ImproTH merits in the Con*tructi(m of a 
JPresiy for printing Boohs and other Ar- 
ticles, part of icfiich may be applied to 
Presses m common use. 

THE*>K inkprovements are on the 
press itst If; on the use of barrels or cyhn- 
ders for feeding- Uie types with ink ; and 
in the loo^e frisket and manner of usiai^' 
it. Tiie press is made of cast iron, as is 
also tiie bod which must be accurately 
faced for the types to lie on A follower 

S'wes pressure on the types, and is fixed to 
e screw. In using this press, the cast 
iron bed slides out below the roller or cy- 
Uiider, which revolves round and feeds the 
types with ink. It is covered with flannel, 
or any other elastick substance, and then is 
covered with parchment or vellum, or 
Oliver proper materials to prevent the ink 
iroHi soaking- too fur in, and likewise to 
give it a spring-, and afterwards is covered 
with superfine wollen cloth, for the pur- 
pose of receiving^ the ink to supply the 
ty\H:s. There is a large barrel, or cylinder, 
and also a smaller one ; the former hav- 
ing- received the ink from the troug-h un- 
dicmeath it, the latter rolls on tlie other, 
and distributes or spreads out the ink on 
the Cice of it ; or it may be necessary, with 
the small barrel or cylinder, occasionally 
to use a brush to distribute the ink, or lay 
the ink on the large ban*eL The large 
barrel feeds the other with ink, and that 
levolves and feeds the types by the mo- 
tion of the spindle, which moves the bed. 
Mr. B. is able to apply the barrels or cy- 
Undcrs, which he reckons his principal 



improvement, to presses now in common 
use, by means of a fly-wheel and traddle, 
which give motion to the two barrels or 
cylinders, and distribute the ink over the 
types, to feed them with ink either by the 
motion of the liand or fly-wheel, or by 
other methods well known to eycry mc- 
chanick. 

Frederick Bartholomew Folsch and fVilUam 
Howard have obtuiiied a patent for a cer- 
tain Machine, fnstvnnient, or Peil, cat- 
cukited to promote Facility in Writing' : 
and also a certain Blach Writing Ink 
or Composition, the Durability whereof 
is not to be affected by Time, or change 
of Climate. • 

THE pen is made of glass, enamel, or 
otiier substance capable of admitting a 
bore. The j)ointib small and finely polished ; 
but the part above the point is large 
enough to hold as much or more ink than 
a common writing per . .,,| . ;, .,^,. 

is a mixture of etiuul r^Ji-tsYof iVai^kjort 
black and fresh buttct , v J Jdi is stiic:*i%?ii 
over paper and rubbc I ^Al idur a ccnaifi 
time. The paper thi -- >.iuciired h iQ bft 
pressed for some ho ii i:*, trikin^ oac^ lo 
have sheets of blotting f>[^;>i r bftwe<?n each 
of the sheets of black jj ij^Lr. Wlten ih (or 
use, the paper is pul iii^twet-n sbetts of 
tliis blackened paper, MidUif upper sheet 
is to be written on with ccmmior* ink uitjj 
the glass or enamel pt n. 0v tJiis m^.thml 
not only the copy is ol i riined on which y<iTi 
write, but also two or linj] i; mLidt; by means 
of the blackened paper. 
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RECENT AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 

JSif Hopkins and Earle, Philadelphia, Fubm 
lishedf 

Reflections upon the administration of 
Justice in Pennsylvania. By a citizen. 
Price 37 1-2 cents. 
JBy J. Mchols, Philadelphia, Republished, 

Observations on the Epidemical Disea-r 
ses of Minorca. By H. Cleghorn, M. Di 
Professor of Anatomy in the University of 
Dublin. With Notes, intended to accom- 
modate them to the present state of Me- 
dicine, and to the climates and diseases of 
the U. States. By B. Rush, M D. Pro- 
fessor of the Institutes ancl Practice of 
Medicine in the university of Pennsylvania, 
jUy Kimber and Conrad, Phila : Republislied, 

An English Harmony, of the Fotu' 



Evangelists. Generally disposed after the 
manner of the Greek of William New- 
come, Arch -bishop of Armagh : with a 
map of Palestine, divided according- to tlie 
twelve tribes; Explanatory notes and in- 
dexes. 

By Benjamin and Thomas Kite, Philadelx 
phia. Republished, 
The Bible in quarto— Price S8 dollars. 

By C. and Jl. Conrad and Co. Phitadelphki, 
Repzdtlished, 
The Plays of William Shakspcare : wi^ 
the Corrections and Illustrations of \1u 
rious commentators — to which are aflded 
Notes by Samuel Johftson^nd George 
Stevens* llevised and augmented — By 
Isaac Reed. W^itlfecft^ classical Index— ir 
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volumes Crown octaTO.— Price 28 dollars 
in board8-^30 do in plain biiiduigw-45 Jq 
in extra calf ^It binding. 
Bif Collins and Perkim, J^eio Tork, Re- 
published, 

A treaties on Febrile diseases. By A. 
Philips Wilson, M. D. F. R. S. Ed. Fellow 
of the Royal College of Physicians, Ed. 
By ff'iUianu and Whiting, ^Vew Vork^ Be- 
publifthedy 

Thornton Abbey ; a Scries of letters on 
religions subjects, 3 vols, in one, price 
gl 25 in boards, and gl 50 neatly bound. 

Pi/A/wAecf— Price 37 1-2 cents. A dis- 
sertation on Christian Hiiptism and the 
subjects therewith immediately count ctrd, 
&c. Ih' David Porter, Pdbior of a churcU 
of Christ in CatskilL 
£^ E, Sargeant^ JSTew York, JRepub/ix/'ed, 

The Identity of Nupoleon ami Anti- 
christ completely demonstrated; or, a 
Commentai-y on the Chapters of the Scrip- 
ture which relates to Antichrist; where 
cU the passages arc shown to apply to Na- 
poleon, in the most strikinj^ manner, and 
where especially the prophetick number 
6'36, is f^und.in his name with perfect ex- 
actncss, in two difTcrent manners. 

Letters fi'om n. Late Eminent l*l'clate to 
one of his friends. 
JBr/ T. and J. S-rovfh, A\'iv York, Pub' 

The New York Mctlical and Philosyphi- 
cal Journal and Ucvicv*', No. II. — forAu- 
gnist, 1809. 

By jRobert 'j^PDermuf, J\'cio Tur/r, Rcpub^ 
litihrdy 

The fifth volume of new Reports of 
Cases arg^ued and determined in the 
court of Common Pleas, and otiier cotirts, 
from Michaelmas Term. 45 Geo. r>, 1SJ5, 
to Trinity Term, 47 Geo. 3, lSd7, both 
inclusive. Ry J. R. Rosanquct, and C. 
Puller, Rarristcrs at Law — price live dolr 
lars. 

mOPOSED AMERICAN PrBLICATIONS. 

ITopkins and Earle, Phihidclphiaj propose 
To repuhlisli — The Principles of Mld- 
^vifoj-y ; includinj^f' the diseases of women 
und cliildren. Ry John Biu'us, lecturer 
^)f Midwifery and mcml>er of the faculty 
of physicians and suri^'eons, (ilasg;ow. 
M'ilh copious notes, by an American phy- 
sician. 

Also, to republish — Young-'s Latin Dic- 
tionary. 

4i Also, to re^publish — Travcllinp;' Sketches 
in Russia iiiul Sweden durini:,' the years 
1H05, 1S06, ]8;)7, 1SU8. By Robert Kcp 
Porter. 

Jamrs UwmpJvri'n^ Philadi'lpJiin, 
To republish by Bubsciiption— The 



.Dier'a Assistant, extracted firom the phi- 
losophical and chjmiical works of those 
most eminent authors, Ferguson, Dutk^, 
HeUot, Geofli-y, Colbert, and tliat reputa* 
ble French dicr, Mons De Julienne. 
Translated from the French, with addi- 
tions and practical experiments. Ry James 
Haig-h, late silk and muslin dier, Leeds. 

Also to republish — The Piiysician*s 
Vad.-Mecum : containing the symptonis, 
causes, di.ignosis, prognosis, and treat- 
ment of diseases ; accompanied by a select 
collection of formulae, and a glossary of 
teiTns. By Robert Hooper, m. d. licentiate 
in physick of the University of Oxfoi^, 
and the Kovid College of Physicians of 
).o.^;!on; Piiysician to the St. M:iry-le» 
bone I'jfinnary, and lecturer on medicine 
in liOnd'Mi. 'i'his Philadelphia edition is 
impro\ed by a translation of all the Latin 
prescriptions, and is enlarged by an alpha* 
betical list of all the medicines iK)w in use 
with their names in both Latin and Eji- 
glish, and by oUier valuable addemla. 
Bi^njamin and JViomaa Kile, Philadtlphutf 

To republish — j\nimal Biography, or 
Anecdotes of the lives, maJiners, and eco- 
nomy of the animal creation, arraaged 
according to the sysiem of Linnaeus. By 
tlie rev. W. Ringley, A. R. Fellow of the 
Linnaean Society, und late of St. Petcf? 
College, Cambridge. To be coniaineJ 
in tluee octavu .^lumcs, at two dollars 
eacli. 

Also to repuhlisli — A Vovage round the 
World, in the }ears IBOO", 1801, 1802, 
1803, and 1804, in which the author vi. 
sited the principal islands in the Pacifick 
ocean, and \he FiUglish settlements of 
Port Jackson and Norfolk Island. By John 
Turnbull. To be contained in one duo- 
decimo vol. price one dollar. 

John ffoff, CltavUston, South Carolina, 

To puliiish—The Works of the Rct. 
Daniel M'Cidla, D. D. late pastor of th« 
Independent or CongregjAional Church, 
at Wappctaw, in the parish of Clunst 
Church, South Carolina. Consisting of 
Sermons and Essays, moi-al and literaT)-j 
to which will be prefixed, some uccouut 
of the author's life and character, in a 
sermon occasioned by his death. By the 
rev, William Holluishead, D. D. 

Samuel Armstrong, C/tor lesion, S. C. 
To republish by subscription, Sermons on 
various subjects divine and moral Designed 
for the use of Christian families as well «• 
for the hours of devout retiremeirt. By 
Isaac Watts, D. D. To wliich will be pre* 
fixed, memoiro of the autlior. By an emi- 
nent hand. 

John Kingston, Baltimore^ 

To publish by subsci-iption, in an cle- 
g^ant pocket volume, price g 1. 50. — ^The 
''New American Biographical Dictionar) i 
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containing brief sketchet of the lives and 
writings of ubout six hundred of tlie most 
eminent persons and remarkable charac- 
ters in evei*y ag-e and nation. 

N.B. In the course of this work more 
attention will be paid to the American 
worthies tlian any ever yet published. 

Jame» Oram, Trenton^ •AVw Jersey, 
To republish hy subscription — The 
Wliole Duty of man. Subscription price 
%% 

E, Sargeaitty AVn> I'ar^, 
To repubiisJi — Universal Biography, 
containing a copious account, critical and 
histohcai, of the life and cliuractcr, la- 
bours and actions of eminent persons of 
all ages and countries, conditions and pro- 
fessions, alphabetically arranged. By J. 
Lempriere, D. D. author of the Classical 
Dictionary. 

To publish — Sermons by the rev. George 

fimst, D. D. minister of tlie presbv-terian 

church, and president of the college of 

Charleston, S. C. 

Also to publish— The Journal of an 

I American during a twelve montlts tour in 

I Kndand and Scotland, in the ycai'S 1805 

aau 180d The author is professor Silli- 

man, of Yale College, Connecticut. 

B. Sar^eant and M. £jf JV. IVard, N. York, 
To republish — ^The British Kssayists, 
wHh prefaces historical and Biographical. 
By Alexander Chalmers, A. M. in about 
sixty volumes. 

Munroe, Francii & Pavler, Boston, and 
E. Sargeont, New York, 
To republish — The tiiird American edi- 
tion of The IMays of William Shakspeare, 
wiih notes by Johnson, Stevens, Reed, 
kc. 

Samuel JHm^g, Jun. Dover, J^\ Hampshire, 
To republi.sli by subscription — Belknap's 
Histor}' of >icw flumpshire. In 3 vols. 
*vo. g 6. in boards. 

RECEKT BRITISH PUBtIC ATIONS. 

An Analysis of tlie Carbonated Chaly- 
^ate, lately discovered near stow, with 
Observations on the clFects of Carbonick 
Acid, and Nitrogen Gas, on the Animal 
tconomy. By R. Fai'mcr. Price Js. 

Annals of Burope, exhibiting the ori- 
^n, progress, decline, and full ol' every 
lting<l«m iiud state, from the dl.«»member- 
ment of ilie Roman empire. By James 
Kdc, Esq. 2 vols. 14s. 

An lnqujJ7 intotlie Ijaws of Epidemicks, 
oontaining remarks on tlie prospects late- 
ly entertuincd, oi' exterminating the Sjnall- 
P«x. By Joseph Adam, M. D. Price 
ft.6d. ^ 



The PrinciFies of Midwifery, iiicltidiiig 
the diseases of women and children. By 
John Bums, lecturer of Midwifery, and 
luember of the faculty of physicians and 
surgeons, Glasgow. 8vo. 128. 

Archives of Universal Science. By Alex* 
ander Walker, Esq. vol. ii. 

The Epistolary Conespondence of Sir 
Richard Steele, illustrated with literaiy 
and historical anecdotes. By John Nichols, 
F. S. A. 2 vols. 8vo. Price 16i. 

Rces's new Cyclopaedia, part xxiv. 11. 

Celia, in Search of a Husband. By & 
modern Antique. 3 vols. 8vo. price 12s. 

Nubiliain Search of a Husband, including 
sketches of Modern Society. 8vo. price 9!». 

Tales of Fashionable Life. By Miss 
Edgeworth. 3 vols, price 138. 

Washington, or liberty Restored; an 
epic poem in ten books. By Thottaas 
Northmore, Esq. Price 8s. 

The Bights of the Sovereign vindicated, 
with particular reference to the doctrines 
of the Edinburgh Review, and other peri- 
odical publications. By Jolm Pern Tin- 
ney. Price 5s. 

The Geographical, Natural, and Civil 
History of Chili. Translated from the Ita- 
lian of the Abb^ Don J. Ignatius MoUna. 
2. vols. 8vo. price 18s. 

Travels in India, the Red sea, Abys- 
sinia, &c. By lord viscouut Valentia, 3 
vols. 4to. with seventy engravings. Price 
91. 98. I.4irge paper, 131. 13s. 

Travels in tlie south of France, and in 
tlie interiour of Provence, Langiiedoc, 
and Limosen; made by permission of tl.c 
Fi-ench govemuient in 1807, and 13o8, 
By lieutenant colonel Pinkney, of the 
North American Native Bangers. 4to. 
price 11. 88. 

The Manures most advantageously ap- 
plicable to tlie various sorts of soils, and 
the cau.ses of their beneficial eft'ect in 
each paiticular iiustance. By Richard Kir- 
wan, Esq. foolscap 8vo. price 2s. 

Pinkeilon's Xew^ Modern Atlas, contain- 
ing Maps of France, the West Indies, and 
Japan. No. I. 11. Is. 

AbridgiiiCT.t oltlic P}iil)sophiral Trans- 
actions from liK'ir coiumti iiirvut in 1665, 
to 18U0. By l)rs. lijiUon, .sliaw, and l*ear- 
son, 18 vols. 4to. Price Jiii. 6s. 6vl. bo.iids, 
lar^^e p:.pcr 6.;1. 14*. 

Memoirs of Briilsh Quadrupeds. By 
the l{ev. W. BJnj.^lt}'. Vol. 1, 8\o. prire 
ISs. large paper 11. 15s. 

Letters on Ancient History, exhibiting 
a summary view of the histoiy, poj^T^ 
phy, ni:uiners and customs of the AssyrT- 
an, Biibylonian, Median, Persian, Kgyj»- 
tian, Israelitish, and (ireeiun nations. I**y^ 
Miis Wilson. 8vo. price 10s. bd. 
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Observfttions on the Historical Work of 
the late right hon. C. J. Fox. By the right 
hon. Ci. Rose. With a Narrative of the 
Events which occiuned in tlie enterprise 
of the earl of Ai-gyle, in 1685. By sir 
Patrick Hume. Price 11. 5s. 

Repoits of Cases, Argued and Ruled 
at Nisi Prius, in the courts of king's bench 
and common pleas, and on the home cir- 
cuit, in Trinity and Michaelmas terms, 
48, 49 George ITl. 1808, with Indexes, 
completing the first volume. By John 
Campbell, Esq. Vol. 1. part 3. Price 
78. 6d. 

An abridjjrment of the Law of Nisi Prius. 
By William Stlwyn, Esq. Part 3 and 
last. Price 10s. 6d. 

Sermons pi-eached before tlie universi- 
ty of Oxford, in the year 1806, at the 
Bampton lectures. Bv John Browne, M, 
A. late fellow of C. C.'C. 8vo. price 9s. 

The History of the Church of Christ. 
By tlie Kev. Isaac Milner, D. D. Vol. iv. 
pail 2. 8vo. price 10s. 

A Monody on the Death of sir John 
Moore. By M. G. Lewis. Recited at the 
late Theati-e Royal, Drury Lane, by Mrs. 
Powell. Prohibited on the iliird night by 
the lord chamberiain, and quoted by Mr, 
Tierney in the house of commons, on 
Tuesday, May 9, 1809. Octavo, price 
Is. 6d. 

A Series of Di8co<u*ses on the Princi- 
ples of Religious Belief, as connected with 
human happiness and improvement. By 
the Rev. R. Morehead, A. M. of Baliol 
cfjUci^-e, Oxford, and junior minister of 
the Epis«:opal chapel, Cowgute, Edin- 
burgh. 8vo. price 9s. 

A Practical Treatise on brewing, dis- 
tilling, and rectification, with the doctrine 
of FermcnUition : in which the London 
practice of brewing porter, ale, table 
beer, &c. is given ; with the genuine pro- 
cess of making good and wholesome rum, 
brandy, and Hollands gin, undistinguisha- 
We from foreign ; the prepciration of made* 
wine, cider, vmegar, &c. By R. Shannon, 
'St. D. 4to. 21. 12s. 6d. 

The life of princess Louisa, a carmelite 
Bun, daughter of Louis XV, and aunt to 
Louis XVI, kings of Finance. Translated 
from tlie French of Abb€ Proyard. 2 vol 
12s. 

Practical Observations on the Inocula- 
tion of the Cow Pox ; pointing out a new 
Mode of obtaining and Perserving the In- 
fection ; ond also a certain test of Perfect 
Vaccination, illustrated by Cases and 
Elates. The second Edition. With an 
Appendix, containing additional Observa- 
tions, t(igether with a Plan for extinguish- 
ing tlie Contagion of the Small Pox in 



the British Empire, and fbr rendering the 
Vaccine Inoculation general and effectual. 
By James Bryce, F. R. S. E. 8vo. 9a. boards. 

An Essay on tlie eai'lier part of the 
Idfe of Swift. By the Rev. John Barret, 
D. D. vice provost of Trinity college, Dub- 
lin. Price 5s. 

Memoirs of Robert Cary, earl of Mon- 
mouth ; TiTitten by himself, published 
from an original manuscript, in the cus- 
tody of the earl of Cork and Ossory. To 
which Ib added, Fragmenta Ragalia, be- 
ing a history of queen Elizabeth's favour- 
ites. By sir Robert Naunton. 8vo, price 
10s. 6d. 

Memoirs of Frederick and Margaret 
Klopstock. Translated from the German. 
8vo. price 6s. 

The Chronicles of HolUnshed, com- 
prising the description and history of 
England, Scotland, aiul Ireland, with i 
general Index. 6 vol, royal 4to. price 
121. 12s. 

PROPOSED BRITISH PUBLIC ATIOXS. 

The rev. Joseph Samuel C. F. Frey, ini- 
nister of the gospel to the Jews, uill 
shortly publisli a Narrative, containingaa 
account of his descent, education, offices, 
&c. among the Jews, to his union with the 
Londcm Society for promotrng Christiani- 
ty among the Jews. Mr. Frey has afen 
prepared an English Hebrew Graaunar, 
which will soon appeal*. 

A Narrative of the Campaign of tl»e 
British Army in Spain, commanded by 
lieutenant general sir John Moore, by hi? 
brother James Moore, Esq. from authen- 
tick documents, is expected to appear 
next niontli. It wiU be accompanied with 
illustrative plates, and a head of sir Joha 
Moore, engraved by Hcatli. 

The Rev. James Wilmot Ormsby, cha- 
plain on the staff of tlie army, will shortly 
publish, in two octavo volumes, an Ac- 
couirt of the Operations of the Britisk 
Army in Spain and Portugal, and of tlie 
state and sentiments of the inhabitanb 
during the campaigns of 1808-9, in a se- 
ries of letters. 

In a short time wtU be published, 
Cromwelliana, or Anecdotes, from an- 
thcntick documents, illustrative of the 
ch.iractcrs of Oliver Cromwell, Protector, 
and his Family ; witli a View of tlie Bat- 
tle of Worcester, fi-om an original intc 
resting picture; also, representations of 
Cromweirs standing and lying in state at 
Somerset House, &c. — The above will be 
printed in one volume small folio : large 
paper copies price 3^. *s. and small psper 
11. lis. Gd. 
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WHEN a person of moderate 
abilities and limited information is 
betrayed, in an unlucky hour, into 
an act of ordinary authorship, we do 
not conceive ourselves bound to take 
any notice of it. The book most 
probably contains nothing which calls 
for publick censure ; and it is still 
less likely to reward us with matter 
fit for extract or abridgment. But it 
is otherwise, when a person of this 
description travels, and tells his story. 
He can scarcely avoid setting down 
something worthy of our attention ; 
and we have accordingly made it a 
rule, to examine, with some pains, 
almost every work of this class, noting 
the defects, and separating and pre- 
serving the useful parts, even though 
they should be as two grains of wheat 
in a bushel of chaff. In pursuance 
of this plan, we are now to make our 
readers acquainted with Mr. Ker 
Porter. He has been long known, 
we presume, to most of them, as a 
▼ery ingenious artist* In this book, 
he does not increase, nor indeed sus- 
tam, that reputation ; nor does he add 
to it any considerable portion of li- 
terary fame, although he entitles 
himself to the much higher praise 
of amiable feelings. 

The preface to a book generally 
contains the author's opinion of its 
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defects ; and this is pretty sure to be 
one of the most erroneous of all his 
positions. Mr. Ker Porter points 
out ** continual egotism, an appear- 
ance of ostentation, and perhaps a 
too unreserved disclosure of his own 
situation and feelings," as his most 
"prominent imperfections." We cer- 
tainly cannot altogether acquit him 
of these faults ; but, that they bear 
any proportion to the whole defects 
of his work, or that, in a book of 
travels, they deserve to be seriously- 
considered, unless where other and 
greater fiailings are not discoverablcf 
we must take the liberty of denying. 
We wish Mr. Ker Porter had looked 
somewhat sharper after such failings. 
If he had corrected them, his book 
would h?ive been improved ; but if he 
had only noticed them in his prefacey 
a good deal of trouble might have 
been spared to us. 

Our author sailed from England 
in August 1805, and had a favourable 
passage to the Sound. As he ap- 
proached Elsineur, he was occupied 
with the most mUd and interesting 
meditations upon ^* a city immortaU 
ized by the pen of our matchless 
Shakspeare " He had been following 
Hamlet every where; he had prp- 
ceeded to '* measure the deep sha- 
dow8 on the p|«^forjivj;'Jjy^?d theu 
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^* encountered the gray ghost of the 
I'oyal Dane ;" and •* killed Polonius 
in the queen's closet;*' besides 
" drowning poor OpheUa in the wil- 
lowed stream.'* Upon landing, how- 
ever, he gets angry at Elsineur for 
felling so far short of his imag:ina* 
tions ; and abuses that respectable 
town, at great length, and with con- 
siderable variety and force of invec- 
tive. Notwithstanding the existing 
Jioslililies, we scarcely think it would 
he fair to extract the whole of this 
highly wrought passage. We may 
just, by way of specimen, mention, 
that it seems " Wapping possesses 
the splendour of ancient Rome, when 
compared with the modern aspect of 
Kfsineur;" and If Hercules, or, as 
our author calls him, ^^ the immortal 
scavenger of Elis, had began ldegwi'\ 
there, he would be at his labour now.** 
Disgusted with Elsineur, and, as it 
should seem, with life itself, he 
rushes out of the town about a mile, 
and finds a place called ^^ Hamlet's 
garden." He straightway expects 
*' venerable and magnificent ruins -^'^ 
and, being disappointed, severely re- 
primands this villa. During his re- 
buke, he happens to see Elsineur 
again, at some distance, whereupon 
a little more abuse is bestowed upon 
it ; nor can he, by any means, be 
appeased, until he perceives the cas- 
tle of Cronberg, that *^ fine and bold 
feature," and four hundred sail of 
merchant ships lying at anchor. Thus 
disappointed in all his hopes of finding 
royal cities and ruins, and seeing, 
indeed^ no remains of Hamlet what- 
ever, he b forced to console himself 
with Saxo«Grammaticus, from whom 
he translates some passages, to which 
Shakspeare seems to have been in- 
debted. They are curious, though not 
very delicate. But one does not quite 
see why that author, as well as Shak- 
speare, could not have been perused 
in England Mr. Ker Porter saw also 
some Danish soldiers, of whom he 
expresses an unfavourable opinion ; 
being moved thereto, it rather seems, 
by " their coarse and ill made cloth- 



ing ;'* and somewhat prejudicedi no 
doubt, by his general indignation at 
Elsineur. As soon as he leaves that 
ill fated spot, his good humour re 
turns; and during the rest of his 
tour, we find him a perfectly civil 
and well natured companion. 

He only saw Copenhagen through 
a glass from the sea ; but he, coM 
plainly dtstmguish its ramparts and 
batteries ; which leads him to relate 
an anecdote of lord Nelson. This, 
we have reason to believe, is well 
founded, and therefore we shall ex- 
tract it, although not very well told ; 
for it is exceedingly delightful to 
dwell on any memorial of so illustri- 
ous a man, now that we haye unhap- 
pily lost him* 

" The circumstance took place daring 
the battle of tlie Sound. It at least ^rofts 
tliat no situation, however dangerous, car 
disconcert the truly brare man, or render 
him inattentive to those minutiaE,- which 
being watched by the enemy, betray our 
weakness, or proclaim our power. You 
must well remember,, from the gazettes 
of that period, and private accounts, how 
tremendous was tlie engagement, ani 
how dreadful the slaughter. In the midst 
of these horrours, surrounded by the 
dying and the dead, the British admiral 
ordered an officer, bearing a flag of truce, 
to go oa shore with a note to the crown 
prince. It contained a proposal to his 
rojral highness to acquiesce, without far- 
ther delay, in the propositions of the 
British government » not only to put a 
stop to the present effusion of blood on 
both sides, but to save from total destruc- 
tion Copenhagen and its arsenals, wlucli 
he would otherwise level witli the water. 
Whilst his lordship was writing with all 
the calmness of a man in his study, be 
desired colonel Stewart to send some odc 
below for a light, that he might seal his 
despatch. Colonel Stewart obeyed ; but 
none appearing with a caiuile ; when lord 
Nelson had nearly completed his letter, 
he inquired the reason of such neglect 
and foimd that tlie boy who had been*sent for 
it was killed in his way by a cannon shot 
'Vhe order was repeated : upon which co- 
lonel Stewart observed : • Why should 
your lordship be so particular to use wax ^ 
why not a wafer ? The hurry of battle 
will be a sufficient apolo^ for tlie vioU- 
tion of eUquette.' * It is to prove, my 
friend,' replied lord Nelson, * that we 
are in no htirry ; that this request is do'. 
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Related by fear, or a wish on our part to^ 
stop the carnage, from the least appre- 
hension of the tatc of this day to us, that 
lam thus particular. Were I to seal my 
jeiter with a wafer, it would still be wet 
vben it reached the shore ; it would speak 
•f haste. Wax is not the act of an in- 
stant ; and it impresses the receiver ac- 
cordingly.* The reasoning" of the admiral 
Was duly honoured by the result The 
Danes acceded to his proposal, and a 
cessation of hostilities was tlie conse- 
quence." 1.13,14. 

From Zealand our author proceed- 
ed 10 his voyage to Cronstadt- On 
landing there he " was amazingly 
struck by the extraordinary appear- 
ance of almost every individual he 
met." The beards, brown skins, 
oaps, uniforms, pelisses, all bursting 
upon his sight at the moment that he 
heard a language quite new to him, 
" made so strange an impression on 
his mind as is not to be described.'* 
Indeed, he says : " Every sense was 
called forth to wonder and exercise." 
The town and arsenal of Cronstadt 
are described as very beautiful and 
magnificent at first glance ; but a 
nearer vievir, it seems, discovers 
" many a wart and wnnkle on this 
lair face." With St. Petersburgh he 
b more delighted. There, " every 
house seems a palace, and every pa- 
lace a city." The description of the 
new metropolitan church is interest- 
ing, both on account of the work it- 
seUT, and the example which it affords 
•f the waste of labour in a country 
where tlie lower classes are in a state 
of slavery or villanage. 

•* This edifice, as I beftfte said, is de- 
dicated to the Mother of God^ of Kazan, 
Though far from being completed, suffi- 
cient is elevated of its plan to give a 
tolerably accurate idea of the sublime 
feature it will make in the face of this 
city. The architect, who is a Russian, 
seems to have had the image of St. Peter 
in bis mind when he laid uie foundations 
of this buildin?; and if it be finished as 
it is begun, I have no doubt of its being 
a rerv powerful rival to the two great 
cathedrals of Rome and London. The 
pillars intended for the inside of the church 
are to be each of one entire stone ; the 
shaf^ in length fifty-two feet, polished to 
the utmost perfection, and surmounted 
«\ Jtk ^ opital «f OiCk Cqrinthim •r4rr 



richly £^t and burnished. Every other 
ornament will be hi corresponding taste. 
Niches are formed on the exteriour, for 
the reception of bronze statues of saints, 
fifteen feet high- and at some distance, 
in fi-ont of tlie building, is to be erected 
a sins^lc column of granite of two hundred 
feet in length ; a piece of that size, sufli- 
cient to form it, having lately been dis- 
covered. Its magnitude will be so im- 
mense as to exceed the height of Pompey's 
piUar by many feet. It is expected tliat 
in the course of four or five years the 
whole work will be completed. At th:tt 
period the old church is to be pulled 
down ; and thus an area will be left tlijit 
must considerably improve the situation 
of the new. 

" The ardiitect of this great design 
was formerly a slave of count Strogonciif. 
But that rK>blcman, out of respect to his 
talents, gave him his liberty. 

** Many of the labourers employed on 
these buildings come some thousand 
versta from die interiour : and when the 
frost sets in, tliey retire thither agaiu, 
to await tlie more genial season which will 
allow them to reeoraraence their toil. The- 
multitudes now engaged in forming the 
various pa its of tliese large works, are 
intercstinc" and curious. All difficulties 
connectccf with tlieir business, are over- 
come bv human exertions alone. What 
in Eng-iand would easily be pei-fomied 
by one horse, with a little mechanical aid, 
is here achieved by the united strengtii (il* 
numbers of men. Hence there is much 
useless labour to regret. Frequently we 
see a hundred men, with ropes and hand- 
spikes, busied in accomplishing no more 
than one quarter of that number, with a 
few of our assisting inventions, would 
ea.sily finish in half the time." 1. 20, 2X. 

In giving this extract, we have 
left out a little rant about sacrilege 
and genius, which occurs about the 
middle of it. We cannot, however, 
omit an exquisite passage touching 
avarice, which catches the eye a few 
'pages further on ; and forms, we 
conceive, as pure a specimen of the 
nonsensical in composition, as has 
even of late years been produced* 
After inveighing against the Russian 
shopkeepers for demanding from 
sti*angers more than the value of 
their goods, although willing to take 
a fair price from those who know 
their ways, ^r. Porter breaks out a?5 
follows. 
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** But alat ! T fear the passion for a hastj 
accumulation of riclies is not peculiar to 
our nortJiem neig-hbours. In an irnorant 
people, just emerging' to civilisation, we 
see covetonsncss without a veil. Eager 
to share in the good things which are 
opened to them on every side, they con- 
sider not, because they do not yet under- 
stand, the superiour advantages of cha- 
racter. But arc the people who have 
long enjoyed the privileges of education 
and |)olis'hed societj', are they exempt 
from this degrading vice ? I am afraid 
not. H'iih them it is only more modest* 
Aware of its own infamy, it slinks from 
sight under vai'ious mas1(s, while the ob- 
jects of its contractorships, and the te- 
nantry of the land, are groaning under 
neglect and oppression. Selfishness is 
the vice of human nature ; and ven- diffi- 
cult it is to hold it in the medium between 
savage avidity and luxurious desires." 
1.25. 

There is not a line of this which 
may he passed over ; but the last 
sentence is particularly remarkable, 
because it consists of so many words 
put together without one single idea. 

The description of St. Pelersburgh 
is, upon the whole, good. Mr. Por- 
ter's talents as an artist appear in it. 
Indeed, he who can delineate a city 
Q^ canvass, is pretty sure to give a 
picturesque account of it, if he will 
only be plain and natural; and the 
grandeur of the scene seems to have 
forced our author to set down many 
of the things that struck him, as they 
really did strike him, in spite of his 
tendency to ranting. Thus, notwith- 
standing the *' castellated rocks ;'* 
" dank marshes ;" *' tangled forest ;*' 
** gay parterre ;*' "Arcadian scenes ;" 
♦* encolumned walls ;" " Adriatick 
Isles of Venice ;" (as if he had said: 
" the English parishes of Yorkshire") 
which are crowded into the space of 
a quarter of a page, we really think 
a person who has never been at St. 
Petersburgh, will rise, from Mr. 
Porter's description, with a much 
more lively idea of the exteriour of 
that magnificent capital, than if he 
perused all the other accounts of it 
put together. 

On visiting the church at the for- 
tresBi our author's attention was pow- 



erfully excited by the collection of 
standards taken in battle, and of the 
keys of all the cities which have 
yielded to the Russian arms. These 
are hung up in order, and named and 
dated with great accuracy. Here are 
the keys of Ishmael, Okzakow, Der- 
bent, and innumerable other cities or 
towns of lesser note in distant parts 
of the world. Tlie standards of Pul* 
towa, we may presume^ blacken the 
air* Noir, Alessandria, furnish tro- 
phies to swell the heap* But there is 
an accursed thing in this temple which 
pollutes it, and casts the triumphs 
here recorded into a deadly shade* 
There are the keys of Warsaw, and 
the bread and salt rendered up with 
them, as a token of the destruction 
of Poland. There is something aw- 
ful, at the present moment, in this 
part of the picture. It teaches 
us why Ishmael was in vain deluged 
with blood ; why Derbent was thrice 
conquered to no purpose ; why the 
arms of Russia have swept over the 
east and the south, without increasing 
her security ; why, after strangling 
Sweden in her ci*adle, she has no 
strength in her riper years ; why her 
victories over France are forgotten, 
and the country of Suworo if receives 
the law from Paris. Those symbols 
are, indeed, memorials of a triumph ; 
they record a triumph over publick 
virtue ; over the faith of treaties ; 
over the rights of nations ; a triumph 
which was never equalled, not even 
in Switzerland, or at Copenhagen; 
until the invasion of Spain, surpass- 
ing all former crimes, made us al- 
most forget the partition^ of Poland* 
We shall pass over a great mass 
of description, mixed tip with trifling 
anecdoteS) somewhat in the manner 
of sir John Carr, to whose " elegant 
works," indeed, Mr. Porter I'cfers. 
We say nothing of the account of 
the Greek chtirch, too, a subject very 
little adapted to such superficial wri- 
ters as this author. And we quickly 
turn over two pages of rant, or rather 
downright raving, upon lord Nelson's 
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4ieath, sensible how painful it must 
be to the feelings of our readers^ 
eten to notice this trash for the pur- 
pose of reproving it. But we must 
follow Mr. Porter to court ; for, 
among other boasts, we remember 
lo have seen in the newspaper adver- 
tisements, mention made of *' lus 
mccredited reception at the respective 
courts " This is ob\iously intended 
as a hint, that he was intrusted with 
Bome mission, though he is much 
too prudent to let the secret out in 
bis book We wonder what could 
be the nature of this embassaj^e? 
Was he, perchance, sent to rouse the 
cotitinentai powers at the beginning 
of the third coalition ? The dates cor- 
respond very well with this idea ; 
for he went abroad just before the 
war broke out* His talents, too, 
aeem of the cast not unusually em- 
ployed by our cabinet on such ser- 
yices. His knowledge of languages, 
of French particularly, points him 
. out as very likely to have been pitch- 
ed upon. [See vol. i. p. 130. — ^'^ Les 
chamberlains actuela.'*'] He further re» 
aembles some of our most profound 
statesmen in an eloquent and happy 
coinage of words, e, g. to oZ/oc, for to 
tink. When all these qualifications are 
taken into the account, we shall pro- 
bably feel disposed to believe the in- 
sinuation of the advertisement, al- 
though Mr. Porter is sufficiently 
diplomatirk to keep his own secret ; 
except, indeed, where he finds it quite 
impossible, as any equally happy 
man must have done, to suppress 
the information, that, ^^ to the fair 
ha|»d of the dowager empress, he is 
indebted for a diamond, which, in 
devotion to her virtues, he shall ever 
wear next his heart." I. 149. 

It is needless to add, that this em- 
press is among his chief favourites. 
" The dowager empress," says he, 
" who is of a Pallas torm and mein, 
Is a most admirable woman." Again: 
^ She is exquisitely accomplished, 
and possesses a courtesy of address 
that is undescribabie,** The reigning 
empress comes in for some share of 



bis admiration ; and the emperour 
Alexander is portrayed at length. 
We shall extract the passage ; be- 
cause it brings back the remem- 
brance of past times. The people 
of this country have probably for- 
gotten, now, that they used all to 
venerate the Russian emperour. In- 
deed, two years have not elapsed 
since such language as the following 
would have been deemed cold and 
utterly inadequate to express the 
feelings which every one was requi- 
red to entertain towards the saviour of 
Europe. 

" I know your eagerness to become ac- 
quainted with the gi'eat of all countries j 
I mean the truly great ; the illustrious in 
talents, and tlie illustrious in virtue : they 
alone have ever been tlie great to you ; 
and to them, while resembling them as 
a brother, have you not always bowed 
with the humility of a son ! But to return 
to the emperour. 

*' He is mild in his demeanour, gentle 
in his motions, and particularly graceful 
in his address. Tlie goodness of his heart 
shines fortli in his eyes j and the sweet- 
ness of his temper ever embellishes hit 
lip with a smile. So great is his benevo- 
lence, that not a day passes witbout bring, 
ing forward some instance of his attentiqp 
to the welfare and comfort of his people ; 
and his lenity in pimishing criminals is 
so forbearing, that in all cases the most 
tender mercy waits upon his justice. His 
figure is handsome and elegant; his air 
affable and engagin}:^; and his counte- 
nance ever expresses the benigiiity of his 
mind. His height is about five feet ele- 
ven inches. He is fair, with blue eyes ; 
and his complexion, thou^^h not florij, is 
beaming with health, and most interest- 
ingly tinged with the hue of a military 
life. 

" On our first pi-esentation, according 
to the etiquette of tlus court, tlie empe- 
rour passed forward, only bowing to the 
strangers. But ufter that formal ceremo- 
ny was once over, at every other levee 
he converses with all the dignified free^ 
dom which sits so gracefully upon persons 
of his rank j and more particularly capti- 
vates in him, from the intelligence and 
amiaMe intei-est of his manners.** 1. 148. 

Our readers may perhaps think, 
that Mr, Porter is somewhat roman- 
tick in his descriptions of royal per- 
sonages. But we can assure them, 
he is a much greater enthusiast re-^ 
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specUng tables dnd chairs. The fur- 
mture of the Hermitage animates him 
in a wonderful manner, and throws 
• him also into a violent passion at the 
furniture of St. Cloud* The imperial 
inhabitants of those two palaces have 
not often called forth more impas* 
Moned language^ than is bestowed 
upon their respective stools, in the 
:following passage. 

•' Thai boasted mansion, for the per- 
fection of which every atom of French ta- 
lent has been exerted; every touch of 
French taste laboured and repeated, proved 
at last — ^but a larg^ Magazin det Meublet ! 
Confused and -anlely disposed, the inftu 
moil* fashion of never admitting two chairs 
alike into one room, has rendered it tlie 
most disguBtingltf expensive, and vulgarly 
ostentatious display of iine furniture that 
ever yet pretended to the name of magni- 
ficence. St Ckmd is an upholsterer's shop, 
•whence palaces may be fitted. The Her- 
mitage IS a palace ready fitted for the 
reception of kings." I. 151, 152. 

Just before leaving St. Petcrsburgh, 
Mr. Porter receives a letter from his 
iViend, expressinjc wonder that " he 
has not yet taken notice of the one 
subject in which he had always shown 
so particular an interest." His friend 
asks : ^* What has become of your 
attachment to the army, that you 
have not given me any idea of the 
state of its establishment in Russia ?" 
Our author makes answer : *' It is 
just where it was, the firstborn pas- 
sion in my breast,'* &c. This passion 
is frequently breaking out in the 
course of these voluroes, and always 
kads to some nothing or other. In 
the present case, 'tis expended chief- 
ly on the uniforms of the Russian 
troops, which are described with 
much tenderness and pathos. Our 
feelings on this topick being consider- 
ably less acute, we must be excused 
for not following the author very far 
in his effusions. We prefer the pas- 
sage with which he concludes this 
letter ; because it is upon a perfectly 
different subject, and written too by 
another hand. 

" I have not been very profuse in my 
remarks on national character, because, 
1 think I miglit aa.well decide on the ge- 
m;rul eficct of a statae, by seeing only 



its leg or arm, as write confidently of the 
Russian manners, when I have penetrated 
no f urtlier than this city. Indeed, I know 
of no study so uncertain as that of indivi- 
duals ; and it is by a number of indivi- 
duals that we judge of a people. And 
where we find it so difficult to gain a true 
knowledge of our own chainicters, we 
ought not to consider tl^e task so easy to 
comprehend tliat of others. Some per- 
sons have a happy facility in seizing tlie 
oharacteristick points of a nation : and 
none was more eminently gifled with this 
power than Peter the First. I will tran- 
scribe a specimen ; and instead of receiv- 
ing the poor pittance of ray opinion on 
one country, you shall be enriched wifii 
the judgment of so great an emperour on 
several. It was his estimation of the fo- 
reigners whom he encouraged to come la 
his new capital. 

" You may give to a Frenchman, wji 
he, liberal pay ; he never amasses money, 
and loves pleasure. The case nearly an. 
swers to the German; only he spends 
what he labours for in good living, not 
on the g^y vanities of the Frenchman To 
an Englishman more must be givcai. He 
will enjoy himself at any rate ; should he 
even call in to his aid his ouii credit. A 
Dutchman rarely cats enough to pacify 
nature. His sole object is ec6nomy ; less, 
consequently, will serve him. An Italian 
is by nature inoculated with paraimODy. 
A trifle, therefore, will do for him. Almost 
out of nothing he will contrive to save \ 
making no mystery of it, but acknowledg- 
ing that he serves from home with no 
other view than to amass money to enable 
him to return with alflucnce to the hea- 
ven of Europe, his own dear Italy.** I. 
p. 173, 174. 

From St. Petersburgh, Mr. Porter 
set out in the depth of winter for 
Moscow. This journey presents us 
with one or two passages worthy of 
notice. The first is a good descrip- 
tion of the dreariness of a Russian 
landscape at that season. 

" Notiiing interesting presenting itself 
we travelled onwards, tlirough towns and 
villages, and over a dreary country, ren- 
dered ten thousand times more so by the 
season. All around was a vast wintry 
flat ; and frequently not a vestige of roan 
or of cultivation w.is seen, not even a so- 
litary tree, to break the boundless expanse 
of snow. Indeed, no idea can be formed 
of the immense plains we traversed, un- 
less you imagine yourself at sea, far, far 
from the sight of land.. The Arabian de- 
serts cannot be more awful to the eye 
than the appearance of ft^ sceuie* Suck 



^ORTSR'S T11AVU8 IN RUSSIA AND SWEDEN. 



2^5 



is the general aspect of the country durinr 
the rigours of winter, with now and then 
an exception of a large forest skirting the 
horizon for a considerable length of way. 
At intervals, as you shoot along, you see 
openings amongst its lofty trees, from 
which emerge picturesque groups of na- 
tives and their one-horse sledges, where- 
on are placed the different articles of 
commerce, going to various parts of this 
empire. They travel in vast numbers, 
and from all quarters, seldom fewer tlian 
one hundred and fifty in a string,- having 
a driver to every seventh horse. The ef- 
fect of this cavalcade at a distance is very 
curious; and in a morning, as they ad- 
vance towards you, the scene is as beau- 
tiful as striking. The sun tlien rising, 
throws his rays across the snow, trans- 
forming it to the sight into a sui'face of 
diamonds. From the cold of tlie nighty 
ercry roan and horse is encrusted with 
these frosty particles; and, the beams 
falling on them too, seem to cover their 
rude faces and rugged habits with a tis- 
sue of the most dazzling brilliants. The 
) manes of the horses, and the long beards 
r of the men, from the quantity of con- 
gealed breath, have a particularly glitter- 
mg effect." I. 179. 

The next is a specimen of Rus- 
^an truck and barter ; which we re- 
commend to the attention of all those 
profound reasoners, who undervalue 
the blessings of liberty, and are un- 
I willing to allow that it makes any 
considerable difference in the human 
character. We submit this anecdote 
also as affording a presumption of 
how little can be reasonably expected 
from the resources of the Russian 
empire in any immediate contest with 
more civilized monarchies. 

" Twer is a place of considerable com- 
merce, owing to its situation on the con- 
flux of two such advantageous rivers. 
And, perhaps, on this account we found 
a very good inn, which was no trifling 
comfort ; though we were detained, and 
imposed on too, by tlie clumsiness and 
Foguery of the host. Our unlucky ba- 
rouche, after a variety of disasters in its 
journey, here broke fairly down ; and thus 
proved the folly of making use, in these 
regions, of any carriage tliat is not adapt- 
ed to the roads and horses of the comi- 
try. Afler much bungling, we at length 
got the vehicle mounted on its skates; 
and I inquired of the landlord his de- 
mand for the share he had in the X'epairs. 
lie cvoHy liskcd thirffj rubles / So cxher- 



bitant a char^ occasioned me to remon« 
strate. At this moment my servant came 
up [an honest Russ, who some time be« 
fore had been made free3. He inquired 
what was the matter. 1 told him the 
extortion of the man, and that I wanted 
to beat him down. * I'll beat him down !* 
cried he, catching the poor wretch by 
the beard, and laying upon his shoulders, 
with all his might, an immense bludgeon 
large enough to be called a club. As tlie 
terrified host swung round at the ^rm's 
length of my doughty champion; the blows 
fell like hall upon his back, while he kept 
bawling out : * Twenty, fifteen, ten,' &c# 
till he reduced his demand to the more 
reasonable sum of two rubles. On this 
cry, like the last bidding at an auction, 
the appraiser was satisfied, and the ham- 
mer fell. The poor battered wretch wjts 
released ; and bowing with a grateful air 
to his chastiser, turned to me. Almost 
killed witli laughing at so extraordinary a 
sight, I paid him his rubles. I was no 
less amused at the stupid . indifference 
with which the standcra-by regarded the 
whole transaction; and g^t into the ka- 
bitka to pursue our journey, debating with 
myself whether the frequent drubbings 
these slaves endure, reidh reduces thciP 
flesh to the consistence, of stockfish ; or 
whether the friendly sheepskins on their 
backs do not blunt the force of blows 5 
which otherwise threaten, not only brui- 
ses but broken bones. The bow he made 
to my triumphant valet entertained me 
as much as any thing ; and as we drove 
off, he repeated bis obeisance with as 
much respect as if we had given him a 
hundred ducats, instead of a few rubles 
and a drubbhig into the bargain.'* I. lt).1L 
184. 

Mp. Porter's residence at Moscow 
gives him an opportunity of describ- 
ing the manners and habits of thot 
genuine Russian nobility. At St* 
Petersburgh, they are somewhat civi- 
lized ; at least they partake of foreigKT 
fashions, and conform externally to 
the usages of polished life. In their 
own capital of Moscow, we have 
them living in the barbarous pomp 
which belongs to their wealthy and 
to that suge of society. Our author^ 
however, is not of this opinion* He 
expresses some indignation at those 
who reckon excessive hospitality a- 
mong the symptoms of barbarism ; 
protesting, that " he never saw, in 
any part of flic world, such gcneriti* 



Digitized 



byVjUUVlVC 



296 



SELECT REVIEWS. 



polish of manners as in this city**^ 
We shall only justify the charge, by 
quotiiig from >lr. Porter himself, a 
very lively and curious account of 
certain *"' frisks of nature" as he is 
)>leased to call them, which the hig^h- 
iy polished nobles of Moscow exhibit 
in their houses. These are dwarfs 
auci fools* In the account of the for- 
mer, we omit a ranting eulogium 
upon Nature for having made so few 
female dwarfs. 

" They are here the pages and the 
plaj-things of the gp^at ; and, at almost 
all entertainments, stand for hours by their 
lord's chair, holding his snuff box, or 
awaiting his commands. There is scarce^ 
ly a nobleman in tliis country who is not 
possessed of one or more of tliese frisks 
of nature ; but, in their selection, I can- 
not say that the noblesse display their gal- 
lantrj-, as they choose none but males. 

" These little beings are generally the 
p^-ayest drest persons in the service of their 
lord, and are attii*ed in a unifoi-m or livei-y 
of very costly materials. In the presence 
of their owner, their usual station is at 
his elbow, in tlie character of a page ; 
and, during his absence, they are then 
responsible for tlic cleanliness and combed 
locks of their companions of the canine 
species. 

*' Besides these Lilliputians, many of 
the nobility keep a fool qr two, like the 
motleys of our court in the days of Eliza- 
beth ; but like in name alone ; for their 
wit, if they ever had any, is swallowed 
up by indolence. Savoury sauce and rich 
repasts swell their bodies to the most dis- 
gusting size; and, lyin^ about in the 
comers of some splendid saloon, tliey 
sleep profoundly, till awakened by the 
command of their loi*d to amuse the com- 
pany. Shaking their enormous bulk, tliey 
rise from their trance; and, supporting 
their unwieldly trunks against the wall, 
ilrawl out their heavy nonsense, with as 
much grace as tlie motions of a sloth in 
the hands of a reptile-fancier. One glance 
was sufficient for me of these imbruted 
creatures ; and, with sometliing like plea- 
sure, I turned from them to the less hu- 
miliating view of human nature in the 
dwarf. 

" The race of these unfortunates is ve- 
vy diminutive in Russia and very nu- 
merous. They are generally well shaped 
and their hands and feet particular- 
ly graceful. Indeed, in the proportion 
of their figures, we should no where dis- 
cover ^em to be flaws in the economy of 



nature, were it not for t peculiarity of 
feature, and the size of the head, which 
is commonly exceedingly enlarged. Take 
them on the whole, they are such com- 
pact, and even pretty little beings, that 
no idea can be formed of them from the 
clumsy deformed dwarfs which are ex- 
hibited at our fairs in England. I cannot 
say that we need envy Russia this part of 
her offspring. It is very curious toob- 
serve how nearly they reseonble each 
other : tlieir features are all so alike, that 
vou might easily imag^e that one pair 
had spi*ead their progeny over the whole 
country." I 193—195. 

The author then gives some anec- 
dotes of dwarfs of his acquaintance « 
as the govemour of Moscow's dwarf, 
" whose features and ex fire won have 
an appearance to the eye as if he 
washed bis face with allum water.** 
Mr. Porter candidly admits, that it 
may be difTicult to divine this sort of 
expression ; but adds, that it is " a sort 
of wizened, sharp look, inconceivable 
unless you saw it." 

Mr. Porter's description of Mos- 
cow is very good, and deserves nearly 
the same commendations which we 
offered to his account of St. Peters- 
burgh. His rhapsodies (especially a 
long one about kissing) occasionadiy 
interrupt it; and, to accuracy of 
style, he has no sort of pretension* 
But we should be glad to see other 
cities described in as lively and dis- 
tinct a manner, by one evidently ac- 
customed to represent objects with 
his pencil. His return to St. Peters- 
burgh is agreeably diversified with 
anecdotes of the scrapes into which 
he was led by an Italian adventurer 
who fastened upon him, and a de- . 
scription of the magnificent monas- 
tery at Voshkrashensky, and of Ni- 
chon's hermitage. A trait of bar- 
barism is mentioned in the course of 
this journey, which we are willing to 
hope may have been exaggerated to 
our author. It is stated as the ordi- 
nary> and indeed constant practice 
among the Russian peasantry, for the 
young men to marry at an early agCi 
and immediately to leave their wives 
under the care of their fathers, who 
cohabit with their daughters-in-law« 
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while the husband is seeking his for- 
tune in Moscow or St. Petersburgh. 
Mr. Porter assures us, ihai the hus- 
bandf on returning with his gains, and 
finding a family ready made for him, 
only bethinks him of marryi ng his sons 
and sending them off, as he himself 
had been sent, that he may " enjoy 
himself, like a Turk in his seraglio, 
Amongst their wives." Whatever 
foundation there may be for this 
statement, we should require very 
Strong evidence to make us believe, 
in its whole extent, any thing so con- 
trary to the ordinary course of na- 
ture. It cannot, indeed, be detiied, 
that much may be explained by the 
debased state of the lower orders in 
Russia, and their entire dependance 
upon their masters, whose interests, 
as Mr. Porter has justly remarked, 
lead them to encourage both the tem- 
L porary emigration of the master, 
r from which great gain is derived to 
I the estate, and the continuance or 
increase of their numbers. We 
must only suggest, that the expedient 
in question seems one of the least 
natural and obvious, as well as the 
most revolting which could have 
been devised for accomplishing those 
i purposes. 

We shall not follow our author 
back to Moscow, whither he again 
went. He seems to have remained 
in Russia as long as the intercourse 
between that country and his own 
permitted; and, on the unhappy 
commencement of hostilities, he re* 
tired into Sweden. The journey 
through Finland, and across the 
gulph, to StcJckholm, presents us 
with nothing worthy of notice. On 
' arriving there, our author, of course, 
I describes the city well; and it is 
equally a matter of course, that he 
should fall in love with the court, 
especially the dresses, the king and 
the queen. We shall give his por- 
traits of these illustrious and unfor- 
tunate persons. 

"As soon as the king was seated, a 
piece of musick with, I suppose, appro- 
priate words (for it was in Swedish) burst 
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from the orchestra. His majesty seemed 
ver}' attentive to what was sung* ; while 
the queen, -with a less impressed counte- 
nance, sometimes listened, and at othei<« 
looked round on the assembly with a de* 
lightful complacency. I confess tliat ray. 
observation was' most particulatrly direct- 
ed to Gustavus. He beai'S a striking re- 
semblance to the best portraits of Charles 
the twelfUi, and seems not to neglect the 
addition of similar habiliaments ; for 
really, at the first gla^ice, vou might al- 
most imagine tlie picture of his renowned 
ancestor had walked from Its canvass. 
He is tliin, though well made i about the 
middle stature, pale, and with eyes whose 
eagle beams strike with tl)c force of light- 
ning. Look at them, and while he is in 
tiiought they appear remarkably calm and 
sweet; but when he looks at you aind 
speaks, the vivacity of bis manner and 
the brilliancy of his countenance are be- 
yond description. His mouth is well 
shaped, witli small mustaccios on his 
upper lip ; and his hair, which is cropped 
and without powder, is combed up from 
his forehead. 

^ ** Her majesty is most interestiriffly beau- 
tiful; very much resembling her sister, thd 
empress of Russia. She is fair, with ex- 
pressive blue eyes. Her features are fine ; 
but the affability of her countenance, her 
smile, and eng^aging air, independently of 
other charms, would be sufficient to fas- 
cinate every heart almost to forget she waa 
a queen, in her loveliness as a woman. 
She was drest with exquisite taste. Her 
hair, in light but luxuriant tresses over 
her brow ^nd head, was looped up with 
a double diadem of jewels. Her robe wa« 
splenHidly embroidered ; and on her breast 
she wore the badges of the order of St. 
Catheiine. And ceitainly it must be ac- 
knowledgedy that the star^ whether of 
distinction or of beauty, never shone 
brighter than on the bosom of the fair 
Jialen of the north ; for tlius this beauti- 
ful queen is generally distinguished ; 
tliough, were 1 to give her a title, it 
should rather be that of Andromache, 
whose beauties, lovely as they were, were 
yet transcended by the more endearing 
graces of the diaate wife and lender mo- 
ther. * 

" During the whole of the evening, af- 
ter the musical salutation, their majesties 
mingled with the company, convei-sing with 
every person, with the kindest condescen- 
sion. Every citizen Was spoken to, and tlieir 
eyes spai'kled withjoy, while their tongues 
faltered out a reply to the address of their 
sovereign. His conversation with the 
subjects of his brother in arms, our re- 
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vered raonftrcb, was of the most gratify- 
ing coinplexion. No coldness j no form ; 
all was n*ank, great, and consistent with 
himself In short, it would have been 
impossible for any potentate to have sliown 
more graceful, knight-like courtesy to all 
present ; or for a sovereign to be received 
with deeper homage from a brave and 
loyal people. In many courts I have seen 
the body of lovalty : here its spirit was 
felt." II. 132-134. 

Mr. Porter then proceeds to ex- 
press his astonishment and indigna* 
tion, that any persons should be 
found) especially in Sweden, who are 
nut as much enamoured as himself 
of the king and his mode of govern- 
ing. " Who," says he, " that wa» 
present at such a scene would believe 
that some of his ungracious subjects 
affect to lament the destiny of the 
stale ? But so it is. As in most 
countries parties exist, who contend 
for they know not what, even in 
Sweden there are a set of grumblers, 
troubling the government with dis- 
contents, which, lying in themselves 
rather than in the constitution, neitlier 
king nor senate can rectify. These 
turbulent natures are the torment of 
every state. We may consider them 
as inherent diseases amongst all peo- 
ple ; a sort of acrimonious humour 
boiling from the body politick, which, 
as the evil is in human nature, must 
discharge itself somewhere; and 
what is more, there is no hope of the 
disorder being cured, till the final 
exit of the world with all its impcr- 
fcctions." [11. n4.] We are not elo- 
quent like Mr. Ker Porter : so we 
cannot talk of diseases, and humours, 
and the exit of the world ; but we 
may give a very plain solution of his 
difficulties, in the matter of fact. The 
king of Sweden, notwithstanding his 
high spirit (which, by the way, was 
chiefly shown in imitations of Charles 
XiPs dress, and in parodies upon 
the French bulletins) was disliked by 
liis subjects ; because, for the grati- 
fication of peisonal feelings, he in- 
volved his country in a war, which 
was necessarily expensive beyond its 
utmost means, and cuuld scarcely 



fail to terminate in the dismember- 
ment or subjugation of the kingdom. 
If Sweden had enjoyed the benefits 
of a free constitution, even of such 
a form of government as Gustavus 
III. abolished, but, much more, if 
she had possessed the inestimable 
ti'easureof such a constitution as ours, 
the catastrophe which has, since Mr. 
Poiter's return from the Baliick, be- 
fallen her unhappy, misguided sove- 
reign, never could have happened 
A course of misrule, supported by 
popular delusion, might, no doubt, 
have brought the country into difficul- 
ties* It is even possible that the ca- 
prices of the court should, for a short 
time, have made them persist in 
measures contrary both to the inter- 
est and to the wishes of the people; 
but this could only have lasted for a 
season ; and, in no long time after 
the eyes of the people had been open-* 
ed, their voice must be heard, and a 
change of councils, or, at the utmost, 
a change of counsellors, would have 
prevented the necessity of any at- 
tempts upon the sacred person of the 
monarch. 

It may easily be conceived, that oUf 
author's enthusiasm about Charles 
XII. leads him to every spot where 
any memorial of that gallant and most 
pernicious ruler can be found. He tells 
the whole story of his assassination 
as minutely as if he had read the de- 
tails in an extraordinary gazette, and 
with as little hesitation as if this 
were, not one of the guaationes -vcxa^ 
toe of modern history, but a passage 
free from all obscurity. We shall 
probably expose ourselves to the 
charge of jacobinism (though the 
wish is somewhat oldfashioned, andt 
indeed, so little in consonance with 
the prevailing taste, that it can scarce*' 
ly be accused of triteness) if we ex- 
press a dehire to hear kings called 
by their proper names, and to have 
Charles Xll. once more held up t<i 
the world as a personage, whose want 
of all the good principles most requi- 
site in a soverci;a;n, is a great dcfl 
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more evident than his madness. For 
a contrast to this prince, we cheer- 
fully take Gustavus Vasa, of whom 
we rejoice to find, that our author 
has collected some anecdotes. He 
visited the spot in Dalecarlia, where 
that truly great monarch took refuge 
from the Danish usurper, and con- 
cealed himself, while he matured his 
plan for the deliverance of his coun- 
try. The following passage is ex- 
ceedingly interesting, and relates the 
anecdotes with no small dramatick 
dfect. 

" On the little hill just mentioned, ttood 
a very ancient habitation; of so simple an 
architecture, that you would have taken 
it ibr a hind's cottig'e, instead of a place 
' that, in times of old, had been the abode 
of nobility. It consisted of a long bain- 
Tike structure, formed of fir, covered in 
a strang'e fa«bion with scales, and odd, 
ornamental twis^ -ngs in the cai-ved wood. 
But the spot was hallowed by the virtues of 
its heroick mistress, wJio saved, by her 
presence of mind, the lile of the future 
fleliverer of licr country . The following 
are the circumstances alhidod to; and 
most of them were communicated to me 
under the very roof. 

" Gustavus, havinpr, by an evil accident, 
been discovered in the mines, and after 
being narro-iohj betrayed by a Swedish no- 
bleman, bent his course towards tliis 
house, then inhabited by a gentleman of 
the name of Pearson (or Peterson) whom 
he had known in the armies of tlie late 
administrator. Here, he hoped, from the 
obligations he had formerly laid on the 
officer, that he should at least find a safe 
retreat, Pearson received him with every 
mark of friendship; nay, ti*eated him 
iHth that respect and submission which 
noble minds are proud to pay to the truly 
great, when robbed of their external ho- 
nours. He seemed more afflicted by tlie 
misfortunes of Gustavus, than that 
prince was /or himself; and exclaimed 
with such vehemence against ^e Danes, 
that, instead of awaiting a proposal to 
tske up arms, he offered, unasked, to try 
the spirit of the mountaineers -, and de- 
clared that himself and his vassals would 
be tlie first to set an example, and turn 
out under the command of his beloved 
general. 

*• Gustarufl was rejoiced to find that he 
bad at last found a man who was not 
afraid to draw his sword in the defence of 
bis country; and endeavoured, by the most 
iiiiprestive argtmeute; ^^ <he prospect 



of a suitable recompense for the personal 
risks he ran, to confirm him in so gene- 
rous a resolution. Pearson answered with 
repeated assurances of fidelity. He named 
the gentlemen and the leading persons 
among the peasants whom he hoped to 
engage in the enterprise. Gustavus relied 
on his word, and promising not to namc^ 
himself to any while he was absent, some 
days afterwards saw him leave the house 
to put his desij^n in execution. 

" It was, indeed, a design, and a black 
one. Under the specious cloak of a zea- 
lous affection for Gustavus, the traitor 
was contriving his ruin. The hope of ma- 
king his court to the Danish tyrant, and 
the expectation of a larp^e reward, rn.ide 
this son of Judas resolve to sacrifice h\^ 
honour to his ambition, and, for the sake 
of a few ducats, violate the most sacred 
laws of hospitality, by betraying his guest. 
In pursuance of that base resolution, he 
went straight to one of Clunstiern's offi- 
cers commanding m the province, and in- 
formed him that Gustavus was his prison- 
er. Having committed this treachery, h<i 
had not courage to face his victim ; and 
telling the Dane how to surprise the. 
prince, who, lie stiid, bclievec^ himself to 
be uncler the protection of a friend (sliame 
to manhood, to dare to confess that he 
could betray such a confidence !) he pro- 
posed taking a wider circuit home, wliile 
they, apparently unkno\»ni to him, rifled 
it of its treasure. * It will be an easy 
matter,* said he ; * for not even my wife 
knows tliat it is Gustavus.' 

•* Accordingly the officer,, at tlie head 
of a party of well armed soldiers, march- 
ed directly to the lake. The men invested 
the house, while the leader, abruptly en- 
tering, found Pearson's wife, according 
to the fashion of those days, employed in 
culinary preparations. At some distance 
from her sat a young man in a rustick 
garb, lopping off the knots from the bro- 
ken branch of a tree. The officer went 
up to her, and told her he came in king 
Christiern's name to demand the rebel 
Gustavus, who he knew was concealed 
under her roof. The dauntless woman 
never changed colour. She immediately 
guessed the man whom her husband had 
mtroduced as a miner's son, to be the 
Swedish hei-o. The door was blocked up 
by soldiers. In an instant she replied, 
without once glancing at Gustavus, who 
sat motionless with surprise : • If you 
mean the melancholy gentleman my hus- 
band has had here these few days, he has 
just w^alked out into the wood on th© 
other side of the hill. Some of tliose sol-, 
diers mav readily seize, htm as he has nil 
arms wiA J-^V.^edbyv^uu^ic 
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** Tlic officer did not suspect the easy 
simplicity of her manner; and ordered 
part of the men to go in quest of him. 
At that moment, suddenly turning her 
eyes on Gustavus, she flew up to him, and 
. catching the stick out of his liand, ex- 
claimed, in an angry voice : * Unmannerly 
wretch ! What, sit before your betters ? 
Don't you see the king's officers in the 
room ? Get out of my sight, or some of 
them shall give you a drubbing!' As 
she spoke, she struck him a blow on the 
back with all her strength ; and opening 
li side door, • there, get into the scullery,* 
cried she, * it is the fittest place for such 
company !' and giving him anotlier knock, 
she flung the stick after him and shut the 
door. * Sure,' added she, in a great heat, 
• never woman was plagued with such a 
lout of a slave !' 

" The officer begged she would not 
disturb herself on his account- But she, 
afiecting great reverence for the king, 
^d respect for his i-epresentative, pray- 
ed him to enter her parlour, wiiile she 
brought some refreshment The Dane 
civilly complied ; perhaps, glad enough to 
gtit from tlie side of a shrew; and she 
immediately hastened to CUtstavus, whom 
she had bolted in, and, by means of a 
back passage, conducted him in a mo- 
inent to a certain little apartment, which, 
projecting fi*om the side of the house, 
close to the bank of the lake where the 
fisher's boats lay, she lowered him down 
|he convenient aperture in the seat, and 
^ving him a direction to an honest curate 
across the lake, committed him to Provi- 
dence." II. li/8-202. 

The present proprietor of the 
hoiise is a descendant of this extra- 
ordinary woman ; and if Mr. Porter 
has given us accurately the tradition 
current in the house puui neighbour- 
hood, it aniouDU to no mean species 
of evidence for spch a passage. 

Our author's military andour, to 
which we have already alluded, car- 
ried him to Gottenburgh, where he 
resolved to enter on immediate ser- 
vice with the English army, then 
assembled in that port. He made 
his arrangements for joining this 
force, and expepted shortly to be 
fighting as hard as possible, either 
in Norway or Zealand. But the de- 
crees of the fates, or those of our 
cabinet (which, if not quite so unal- 
terable, are to the full as mysterious) 
vUied it otherwise } and Mr. Porter 



saw the transports, after waiting two 
months for nothing, ail of a sudden 
set saiL " His northern campaign 
being cropt in the bud, he hoped fir 
a more propitious commencement 
on the shores of Spain," and was 
some time on board a transport ; but 
being informed that they were goiBg 
direct to the Spanish coast, he dis- 
embarked, in order to take England 
in his way, and rejoin the army when 
it should arrive at its destination. 
While he is wailing for a packet he 
receives the most flattering invitation 
from the Swedish commander in 
chief on the frontiers of Norway to 
join his army, vnth the assurance 
that his *• military passion shall be . 
fuHy gratified." But, his duty calls 
him to the Spanish shores ; so he 
" declines the honour with gfa^- 
tude,'* and sails fcH^'England. 
* We wish Mr. Porter would em- 
ploy another engraver. His drawing 
used to be excellent ; but the acrafiing^ 
by means of which it is rendered to 
the publick in these volumes, destroys 
its whole effect. Nothing can be less 
sutisfactory or distinct than these 
plates* As for any other corrections, 
we fear it would be in vain to suggest 
them. 

W^ere we, for instance, only to re- 
quire a little attention to grammar, 
or a somewhat less frequent use of 
French words in describing things 
at Moscow and Stockholm, where 
French has nothing to do; or, if 
French must be used, were we to 
suggest the propriety of some re- 
gard to the idiom of that language, 
that he should not, for example, turn 
the burghers or citizens of Stock- 
holm, into bourgeoises [H. 120] ; or 
were we to cry out against such 
words as bqthos'ical and ^UxandrU 
nally^ and a thousand others equally 
unknown in all languages, Mr. Vat* 
ter would forthwith tell us : " These 
are letters to a friend, and you can*t 
expect cold correctness in epistolarf 
effusions.** This would hare been aa 
excellent defence, if his friend ha4 
criticized his style. It may also be i| 
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gDod reason for not publishing his 
ktters : but they are now a printed 
booki and must come uikler the or« 
^nary jurisdiction of criticism, what- 



ever shape they may formerly have 
assumed, or with whatever intentions 
they were composed. 



FROM TH« LONDON REVIEW. 

Critical Essays on the Performers of the Lc»idoii Theatres ; including general Ob- 
servations on tlie Practice and Genius of the Stage. By the Author of the Thea- 
trical Criticisms in the weekly Paper called The JVeros, London. Printed by and for 
John Hunt — Reviewed by Mr. Cumberland. 

THESE Essays abound in a va* defence ; as servants of the theatrCf 



riety of judicious observations and 
remarks, which, though addressed 
to readers of a particular description, 
will afford general entertainment and 
delight, were it only for the pleasant- 
ry of the style, enlivened as it is 
by such a flow of fancy, such dis- 
play of humour, so many apt allu- 
sions and so much originality of 
thought, which, whilst they manifest 
the genius, mark the juvenility of 
the writer They are, however, more 
particularly to be valued for the evi- 
dence they bear of the sincere and 
manly character of their author, who, 
with an honest contempt for the po- 
pular farce writers of the lime, ob- 
serves — that every acto^'j 'who refieats 
the no7i8eme of these scribblers with 
aHits effect^ hurts his own refiutation 
fn firo/iortion as he would extend 
theirs ;for when the owl screeches y the 
gcho must screech also. 

It is not my design, and I do not 
consider it as my duty, to attend up- 
on this ciitick through his whole 
list of pertormers, amounting to not 
less than thirty. I will say something 
of those^ who have ceased to live ; 
but I will treat sparingly and tender- 
ly of those, who are to earn their 
living by their labours on the stage* 
I approve of their being told of faults, 
-which it would be for their interest, 
to correct ; but as I will not arraign 
them for defects, with which nature 
has unalterably endowed them, I 
must be perfectly satisfied that cor- 
rection is in their power before I 
inove them to attempt it. As objects 
0f our general censure they have no 



exhibiting themselves on a stage for 
our amusement, they have no fast- 
nesses to retreat to from our attack ; 
they are at our mercy, and discou«> 
ragement partakes of persecution ; 
until a performer shall offend against / 
the respect due to his audience, great 
respect and lenity are justly due to 
his feelings. 

I have something, but not much» 
wherewith to reproach my author 
upon this account ; and as it chieflyy 
if not exclusively, applies to Mr. 
Pope, I shall reverse the order of his 
list, and say in few words what I can 
say with truth of that intelligent and 
meritorious actor. In all my drama- 
tick concerns with Mr. Pope, which 
have not been few, I have ever found 
him strictly punctual in his rehearsals, 
studiously correct and faithful to his 
author in representation, and devoting 
himself to the general interests of the 
piece as well as to the particular du- 
ties of his part with zeal so ardent 
and so cordial, that if this testimony, 
which I now oppose to a criticism 
that condemns him in the gross, may 
in any degree compensate ifor the as- 
perity of it, it is a defence that I 
should have entered upon from con- 
viction of his merits, had I not been 
also moved to it froni a grateful sense 
of his gqod services. 

It is happy for an a^tor when na* 
ture has bestowe4 upon him an ex- 
pressive countenance ; but if he has 
it not by nature, he cannot make it 
iuch by art. Let him not hear of 
privations, which he cannot supply ; 
tell him only of such errours as he 
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is able to correct. 6f all the variety 
of human countenances, that which 
is characterized by no prevailing pas- 
sion is perhaps the most unlucky one 
an actor can be bom with, as being 
least convertible to stage effect. Still 
if nature be in the heart, and inspire 
it with its proper feelings, the fea- 
tures will, in some degree at least, 
obey its movements. This was the 
case with Henderson. In his hours 
of perfect quietude and relaxation 
his eye slept, and his countenance 
displayed no promise ; but when the 
spirit within him, though naturally 
indolent, was awakened by the genius 
of his poet, he rushed at once into 
the character he was destined to as- 
flume, and the whole man harmonized 
with the passion, that he really felt. 
But that latent energy, which was in 
him, whom all the drama's friends 
have reason to lament, is not the pro- 
perty of every roan, and there will 
be rarely found another actor, with 
a countenance, that augured so little^ 
ondued with talents to effect so much. 
It is true, that every performer, 
ivho is possessed of a powerful and 
well toned voice, is responsible for 
the management of it, and should 
not upon all occasions send it round 
the theatre in compliment to those, 
mrho are only in the lobbies. There 
are not many occasions, that demand 
•f the performer to draw out all the 
stops of his organ. The proper go- 
vernment and adaptation of its tones is 
a secret, which but few possess, and 
yet it is the grand desideratum of all 
publick speaking. The ear, the judg- 
ment, and the feelings of the declaim- 
er must unite their influence and 
conspire to aid him in the attainment 
of that nice discrimination, in which 
consists the very excellence of his 
art, and which alone can crown his 
efforts with success ; for should he 
strive to elevate what in itself is low, 
and to depress what should be lofty, 
does that actor understand his author^ 
or consult his reason ? Though his 
entrance on the stage as a hero or a 
king mvf b^ anooonced with a flou- 



rish, he is not obliged to out-talk his 
own trumpets, neither is it always 
necessary for him to make his exit 
in a passion. 

I confess, that whilst our two 
overgrown theatres were standing, 
this art, of which I have been speak- 
ing, was no easy attainment ; yet I 
think our chief tragedian, Mr. Kent- 
ble, fully understood the importance 
of it, and practised it successfully ; 
though vehement exertion of the 
lungs, unhappily for hiro, was what 
his frame could ill endure, yet by 
distinct articulation, and a certain 
high pitched modulation, approach- 
ing in accuteness to what is called 
a falsetta, he was perfectly well heard 
in all parts of the theatre, and by 
never suffering lib voice to sink from 
the sharpness of its key into those 
guttural and growling flats, in which 
his sister has accustomed herself to 
pitch ker inaudible pathetick, he af* 
fords a striking proof to what great 
and judicious account even the spa- 
ring gifts of nature may be turned by 
the economy of art. 

How very few possess that delicacy 
of ear, which should regulate the 
voice in reading or redting to few 
or many, in a large space or a small ! 
Neither Henderson, nor even Gar^ 
rick, understood this secret, of dis- 
tinguishing rightly between a play- 
house and a private room. Of the 
two, Henderson was the more ungo- 
vernably above pitch ; yet Garrick 
had indulged himself in the habit of 
bawling out to servants and stage- 
retainers, till he broke the finer notes 
of his natural organ, and only spared 
the clapper of his bell. Let Mr. 
Pope be never strenuous but wheo 
he has something sturdy to contend 
with, and be in every part as true to 
nature, as he is in Shakspeare*ft 
Henry the eighth, he may defy cri* 
ticism. 

Mr. Hunt has laid down many ad* 
mirable rules of general utility. Let 
me add one more, and if I particu- 
larly address it to Mr. Pope, I am 
pc^uaded his good sense wffl' ttt5 
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it in good part. The advice I would 
offer to him is not to lake Horace's 
word upon trust, and be so free to 
sob and show the signal of his sor- 
rows to the spectators, lest they 
should not be in the humour to obey 
it) and leave him, perhaps, to the 
solitary self-indulgence of bewailing 
(which some may interpret as ap* 
plauding) his own exquisite emotions, 
1 have seen Barry weep ; but thei'e 
\rere not many dry eyes in the thea- 
tre when he gave way ; and Hender- 
son I have reason to believe never 
shed tears, but when he could not 
help it. Therefore I am tempted to 
advise Mr. Pope and Mr. Eliiston, 
and all those whimpering gentleroeni 
and whining ladies, who affect a 
pleonasm in the pathelick, to distrust 
that Horatian maxim : 

— Si vis me flere, dolendum est 
Primiim ipsi tibi. — 

Artificial stammerings, and blub* 
Bsrings, and strugglings for breath, 
as if fighting against suffocation, are 
dangerous experiments, for they are 
in general merely tricks of the stage, 
open to discovery, and hardly to be 
Yanked above the manual joke« of 
sawing a truncheon, that it may shi- 
ver with a stroke upon the shoulders 
of an under actor, who manfully en- 
dures the blow because he saw the 
carpenter disarm the weapon. 

The author of these essays is a 
critick, friendly to the stage, when 
ke points out some general errours 
and offences against local propriety 
m the mass of our performers, which 
be sums up under the following 
charges oi^-glancing at the boxea-^ 
adjusting the dreaa — telling the aw- 
4^.ence their aoliloquies^^wearing their 
hats in roonut^ and^^not wearing them 
in the o/ien air. There is no denying 
that these faults are glaring, and de- 
mand correction. The glances at the 
^xes, and adjustments of the dress, 
are impertinent and unpardonably 
QiU of place. The mismanagement 
of soliloquies leayes offenders without 
excuse, now that they have both the 
Itircce^t •f Mr. Hum> and the exam- 



ple of Mr. Keifible, to instruct them 
in a better practice. As to their in- 
tolerable misapplication of hats, it is 
an indecorum, that exposes them to 
every body's censure. When they 
wear them in a gentleman's chamberi 
his footman should be called to kick 
them out of ic ; but when in a lady'Sf 
the hangman should be summoned 
to perform his office. Such violations 
of propriety are not to be endured : 
let them be corrected, and I shall be 
ready and content to agree with Mr. 
Hunt, that our royal stages have in 
no period of my remembrance been 
more amply furnished with perfor- 
mers, capable of domg justice to the 
best writers, and something more than 
justice warrants to the bad. 

At the same time it is of a long 
succession of departed favourites, 
eminent in their profession, that I 
could speak within the period of 
nearly seventy years. To have seen 
them, and retain a lively recollectioa 
of their persons and performances, 
is amongst the few gratifications, 
which time bestows upon old age, in 
compensation for much better com- 
forts, which he takes away. 

I can imagine that I sit and hear 
the deep-toned and declamatory roll 
of Quin's sonorous recitation ; solemn^ 
articulate, and round ; dealt out with 
that pedantick, magisterial air, as if 
he were a professor lecturing his" 
pupils ex cathedra, and not an actor 
addressing his audience from the 
stage. I can fancy that I see him 
sawing the air with his unwieldy 
arm, whilst the line laboured as he 
mouthed it forth. A vast full-bot- 
tomed perriwig, bepowdering a vel- 
vet coat embroidered down the seams> 
a long cravat, square-toed high-heel- 
ed shoes, and rolled «ilk stockings, 
clothing two sturdy legs, that rivalled 
ballustrades, were in his day the 
equipments of a modem tragick he* 
ro ; whilst the hoop and shape (as 
we see it represented by Hogarth) 
surmounted by a hi^h-plumed helmet 
over the aforesaid full-bottom, denoted 
the Roman or Grecian chief in hi« 
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andent and appvopriate costuma. 
We saw those things without amaze- 
ment then. 

Let me not, however, fiul to re- 
collect, that this Atlas of the stage 
could stand under the enormous globe 
of Falstaff's paunch, and carry him- 
self through that eccentiick charac- 
ter with consummate pleasantry. 
When i saw him once in that part, I 
Hvas very young, and of course very 
easily amused ; but it was in my 
much riper state of judgment, when 
I kept much more careful watch 
upon Henderson in the same part, 
and his performance was according: 
to my conception of good acting 
one of those instances, so soon sum- 
ed up, of absolute histrionick perfec- 
tion ; and I class it in my idea of 
excellence with the Lear of Garrick, 
the Lady Macbeth of Mrs. Pritchard, 
the Penruddock of Kerable, and (I 
must take leave to add) with the lago 
of Mr. Cook. 

Quin was not a confined actor. He 
did not walk in a narrow path, but 
took a circuit in his road to fame 
through all the graver casts of the 
legitimate, sententious comedy. He 
would not have done much for the 
merry dramatists of the present day, 
but to the writers of the middle age, 
Vanbrugh and Farqiihar and Con- 
greve, he was a tower of strength. I 
believe h^ was oratorical preceptor 
to his present majesty. I know he 
taught lord Halifax and some other 
persons of distinction ; and till the 
pointed, penetrating style of Garrick 
gave a less laborious and a quicker 
current to poetick measure, Quin's 
Atlantick swell kept its majestick 
roll unrivalled. 

It is no new thing to tell the world 
that Quin was a mannerist. Every 
tragick performer, male or femalc» 
has been, is, and will be a mannerist, 
as long as the stage endures. Mrs. 
Cibber was decidedly such. I have 
her now in my mind's eye. 1 behold 
her a slender, graceful form from 
between the wings of a wide expand- 



ed hoop^petticQat (ptished aideways 
on the stage) rise like an exhalation. 
As she advanced in the character of 
Calista, Belvidera, or Monimia, she 
pitched her recitation in that plain- 
tive key, from which she hardly ever 
varied, and you felt yourself profes* 
sedly at a tragedy in the first sen* 
tence that she uttered. It was sweety 
but it was sweetness that sickened 
you ; a song that wearied you ; % 
charm that unnerved ; a perfume thai 
stifled you. You would have thank- 
ed Mr. Fawcet, or any other saw- 
grinder, to have broken the spelL 
There was no bearing the pathetick 
prolongation of one silver tone al- 
though melodious as Apollo's harp. 
Neither is there any reason whf 
metrical recitation should copf the 
mechanical correctness of a steam* 
engine ; beoaHse heroick lines are all 
of the same length, it does not imply 
that they must all be set to the same 
tune, and sung in the same time. 
Let the heroine, who wishes to have 
mourners at her death, recollect thnt 
the swan only sings when she is dy- 
ing. Whilst 1 am writing this, I 
have MrS' Henry Siddons in my 
thoughts ; and as this is the only in*' 
stance in which she shares the fail- 
ings of her prototype, I sincerely 
wish her to dismiss it. Every pic- 
ture must have light and shade* The 
eye enjoys the change of seasons; 
so does the ear of soimds. The tra- 
gick performer should be awarC) 
that the passions must not be wearied 
by continual solicitation ; the strong 
appeal must be reserved for great 
occasion. No hearer can sit through 
five long acts of continual lamenta- 
tion. The finest feelings are the 
most fugacious; they can only be 
arrested by a master hand, and then 
they can be held but for a certain 
time. A tedious petition destroys 
its own purpose, and a loquacioua 
pleader is not calculated to excite 
compassion. 

Mrs. Cibber was extremely ele- 
gant and alluring in her action. Her 
very frame was fashioned to engage 
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your pity, for it seemed wasted with 
aorrow and sensibility. The cheek 
was hollow, and the eye was joyless. 
There was neither youth, nor healthy 
. nor beauty ; yet, perhaps, in the re- 
presentation of many of her chjrac- 
ters, she became more impressive bv 
the privation of those charms, than 
she would have been in the posses- 
sion of them. I have heard some, 
who remembered her, contend, that as 
an actress, she has never been equal- 
led. I am not of that opinion. Her 
style and manner harmonized 'ith 
Barry's, as Mrs. Pritchard's did with 
Garrick*s. Barry was the Marc An- 
ttiny and Romeo of the stage. Gar- 
rick would have played Macbeth and 
Abel Drujj;ger in the same night } 
and Mrs. Pritchard would have play- 
ed with him as lady Macbeth and 
Doll Common. Foote ssiil, that Gar- 
rick would have rehearsed Richard 
the third before a kitqhen-fi»-e, in 
July, to amuse the boy that turned 
the spit. I do not know that Mrs. 
Pritchard would have done quite as 
inuch ; but she was so little fastidioos 

I about her cast of parts, that she t^ok 
first, second, or third, as they fell to 
her lot; and as nature was her guide, 
she always appeared to be the very 
character she assunried. Whilst she 
could display the finest powers in the 
loftiest parts, I have seen her play 
the humble confidante to Mrs. Gib- 
ber's heroine, and never give an ele- 
vation to a single line above its pitch 
and station in the drama. I remem- 
ber her coming out in the part of 
Claiinda in The Sue/itcious Hu^band^ 
whilst Garrick acted Ranger T4ic 
unfitness of her age and person only 
added to the triumph of her talents. 

I As Garrick's genius could dilate his 
stature, so could her excellence give 
p^ce and juvenility to her person. 
In short, he might have pteyed a 
giant, and she a fairy, if Shakspeare 
would have written parts for them. 
On the first night of Xh^Jeahus W\f€y 
at which I was present, she rescued 
Garrick from his embarrassment, 
and the audisnce from iis languor, 
vol.. M. 



when she broke out and feigned a fit, 
that electiified the theatre and save4 
the play 

The part of lady Macbeth is pro- 
bahly the stronj^eht test, to which the 
genius and powers of an actress can 
be put. None can attempt it with 
impunity, whose abilities are not of 
the highest oi-der ; for the passions 
that it stirs, the language it employs, 
and the energy it demands, are all of 
the KuhUni^st cast. As our nation to 
ijts honour boasts the poet who con- 
ceived it, so has it al&o had to boast 
of actresses, who in succession from 
the date of its production to the pre- 
sent day of .% ' rs« Siddons, have figu* 
red in that luminous situation without 
diminishing its lustre. 

As I am now speaking of Mrs. 
Pritchard, and not called upon, nor 
disposed, to make comparisons, I 
shall only say that I retain a strong 
impression of her exce lence I have 
distinctly in my mind her conduct 
and deportment in the opening scency 
wheie meditating on the intelligence 
her husband's letter had imparted to 
her, she gives the first tremendous 
indication of her character ; during 
which she never failed to command 
the profoundest stillness and atten- 
tion throughout all the theatre. As 
she proceeded to unfold her thoughts, 
and her mind seemed expanded to 
admit the visions her ambition teem- 
ed with, her air, voice, feature, form 
itself and her whole nature visibly 
imbibed the poet's inspiration. Then 
it was we fell that thrilling l^irroup 
at our hearts, which gave us the full 
consciousness of her powers, and 
proved there was an actress, who 
could picture to the life a character 
qf the most terrifick sublimity, that 
ever man's imagination formed. 

To her succeeded Mrs. Yates ; to 
Mrs. Gibber, Mrs. Barry, and tho 
stage was still respectably supported. 
Mrs. Barry in her best days was a 
lovely and enchanting actress. She 
possessed, in an eminent degree, all 
the properties that are adapted to ex- 
press and to tRtite Vhe tctnier ^as^ 
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sions. %riMkd more variation and 
flexibility of tone than Mrs. Gibber, 
and her eyes were powerful auxilia- 
ries to her voice and action. She 
was not exclusively a tragick actress» 
but filled the characters of upper co- 
medy with great success. I do not 
recollect to have seen Garrick play 
with more animation on any occasion, 
than when upon the sUge with her, 
as for instance, in the part of Dob 
Felix and others of that amatory cast. 
In those days, before theatres werr 
of the size to which they since have 
grown, the countenances of perform- 
ers could be distinctly seen, and the 
language of the eyes could be under- 
stood by the spectators ; and not to 
have discovered how their lively 
comment animated and improved 
the text would have b«en a loss in- 
deed. 

Of Garrick it was not orij^inally 
my purpose to have spoken in this 
place ; but the recollection of his 
various and enchanting talents pres- 
ses on my mind, and not to speak of 
bim, when speaking of his colleagues 
and contemporaries, is a self-denial 
that I cannot practise. He was the 
great promoter (I had almost said the 
foundei) of that legitimate taste for 
the early dramatists, particularly 
Shakspeare, which Mr, Kemble, to 
hh honour be it spoken, struggles to 
uphold, but struggles against a tor- 
rent of mummery, and machinery, 
and song, and spectacle, which the cir^ 
cumstances of the time he lives in, 
and of the stage he treads, render 
it impossible for him to do more than 
to struggle with. It is a turbid tor- 
rent which he cannot stem. If he 
cannot trust himself to the character 
even of Macbeth on the little stage 
in the Haymarket, without Mother 
Goose to cackle in his after-piece, 
neither could Garrick have filled that 
Colliseum^ which is now a ruin, un- 
less Johnson had drawn out jiis ele- 
phants to allure the gapers* in the 
gallery. All the intelligence of his 
eye, the archness of his smile, the 
movement of his brow, the touching 



pathos of his under toneS) spent iii 
their passage through the misty voi^ 
would have tailed to reach the out- 
skirts of that greedy theatre- And 
he would have found himself only 
understood in the neighbourhood 6i 
the orchestra, whilst the rest of the 
spectators would have discovered lit* 
tie else in the finest actor that ever 
lived, but the diminutiveness of hiff 
figure. 

if the dreadful spectacle whick 
those bla^ng theatres have alternate^ 
iy displayed to the astonished capital, 
cannot bum them into smaller and 
more modest compass, but that thef 
will rise moi*e splendid from the 
downfal, and defy their fortune, th« 
same resources must supply the same 
demands ; the muse of comedy must 
resume her cap and bells, and the 
proprietors must again call forth auf 
ursum^ out fiugilesy to amuse the peo- 
ple's eyes, when they no longer can 
regale their ears. 

A rs Yates was an actress of a lof- 
tier cast and higher tone than either 
Mrs. Gibber or Mrs. Barry — 
For dignity composed, and high exploit, 

her natural powers were great, her 
genius bold, her person, voice and 
action so commanding, that some- 
times, in the domineering torrent of 
her passion, she would so overbear her 
interlocutors, as almost to outstep 
decorum and monopolize the stage* 
Still, where any great and striking 
effect was to be pi*oduced, 1 have ne- 
ver seen the performer, who in my 
opinion surpassed Mrs. Yates. In 
short, she was as decidedly formed 
and fashioned by the hand of Nature 
to be an actress, as Mr. Kemble is to 
be an actor She had an independent 
style nn methodized by art; a spisit 
that disdained prescription, and a 
towering genius,that dreaded nothing 
but mediocrity. 

This great heroine is now no more; 
but the stage has still possession of 
an actress, whom all have admired, 
and many idolized. Were I only 
called upon to speak of Mrs. Siddons 
as she has been, I should say that in 
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Bcr first display of character she was 
as pure, as perfect, and as near to 
Nature as Nature's fairest represent- 
ative could be. I apprehend she has 
too cautiously restrained and circum* 
scribed her powers, and being sensi* 
ble ttiat repetition needs relief, has 
not sufficiently considered that abso- 
lute perfection does not admit of va- 
nation. Why else she should resort 
•o often to her under tones I cannot 
•tell ; for they are positivr ly inaudible, 
and the people, who call upon her to 
speak louder, should convince her 
that she is still too line a speaker to 
te alk>wed to xleprive them of ihek* 
tight without a remonstrance* 

As an actor, who in the decline of 
our national taste stands fiim in the 
support of the legitimate drama, and 
may be truly styled tJie gravis JEsO' 
fius of his time, Mr. Kemble has my 
most sincere respect, and when I 
bear this unprejudiced testimony to 
his merit, I am moved to it by no 
other consideration, but as I think 
it due from me, being the conductor 
of a work, devoted to the interests of 
fdr criticism and contemporary ge- 
nius. If he is evidently cautious how 
he lends himself to great variety of 
character, he very probably acts 
visely for his fame, and prudently 
fbr his health ; but I am far from 
sure, that we have seen him in the 
trhole capacity of his powers, nor 
does it follow, because he has never 
stepped beyond the boundaries of his 
l^enius, that he has absolutely step- 
ped up to them. I rather think, that 
if he chose to sally from his intrench- 
ments, he might take new ground, 
and post himself very strongly on it. 
1 have watched him in his Leon^ and 
will venture to say that his fatuity 
in that character is more highly co- 
loured than that of Garrick^s was. I 
dare say my readers can recollect cer- 
tain partSi in which his unimpassion- 
cd recitation, that would hang so 
heavy in the hands of others, has a 
charm that never wearies us in his. 
I am satisfied he might considerably 
enlarge his coxnpa^.if he would* Ne- 



vertheless, we must confer the stamp 
of Nature is upon him as the tragick 
hero ; and when we add to that the 
habits he has acquired by the study 
of his art, and probably by the dispo- 
sition also of his mind, be has a right, 
if he sees fit, to be seen in none but 
the gravest and most dignified situar 
tions. Nay, although it were allow- 
ed on all hands^ and he himself were 
conscious, that such were the true 
compass and determined limitation 
of his histrionick powers, yet Mr. 
Kemble would have no right to ar^ 
raign the libei*ality of Nature, because 
she did not give him features as flexl^ 
ble, and frame as plastick as she gave 
to Gar rick : what is great, and solemn, 
and sublime she has qualified him to 
express, and though her gifts, as 
such alone, kal^not been very vari- 
ous, they surely may be called ex- 
tremely valuable. But I adhere to 
my conjectgre. 

Mr. Hunt says of Mr. Kemble, as 
Racine did of his own Athaliah— 

Non in se crimen amoris habit. 
Mr. Hunt is a nice observer, and 
very apt to be right. Mrs. Inchbald 
differs from him, and upon a question 
of that nature little likely to be wrong; 
how can we decide ? 

The ingenious writer of these es- 
says under my review expresses some 
disapprobation of a certain stiff and 
studied manner, which he remarks 
in Mr. Kemble, and observes that he 
is an actor even in the operation of 
taking out his handkerchief, when 
he is upon the stage. I can believe 
the fact to be as Mr* Hunt has stated 
it, but I do not quite agree with him 
in the comment, that he grounds 
upon it. I conceive it must depend 
upon the character, which Mr. Kem- 
ble represents, and the situation he 
is in, whilst an action of this sort is 
introduced, whether his manner of 
performing it is, or is not, pedantick 
and improperly artificial. Heroes and 
kings may take out their handker* 
chiefs on the stage; but certainly not 
for that familiar purpose, which meaiW 
er characters TToiU4ii|b^^^bem to> 
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^Brhosc noses had occasion for them. 
Mr. Kemble, as the representative 
of dig^niiy, will of necessity dignify 
every movement, that fills up the ac- 
tion, and what is termed the by-pfay 
of his part. He naturally will not 
ullow himself to perfoiin such com- 
mon ofRces^ as are above alloder' lo, 
like common men, but specifically 
end precisely as the individual would^ 
IV hose imag^e is in bis mind^ and 
whose minutest habits he would wish 
to make his own, so k>np; as it may 
be his duty to reflect them. If he 
does no more than this, he docs rip^ht, 
and I have not observed him apt to 
offend against character. No per- 
former ever fashioned himself more 
studiously on reflection, and where I 
think him open to criticism is, whea 
he suffers that reflection to be seen 
in representation, wliich only should 
precede it* 

The part of Hamlet has gr^ncrally 
been selected as the test of j^enius. 
I rather look upon it as the touch- 
stone of versatility. It is not always 
the best actor who will pkiy Hamlet 
best but he who is most variously 
endowed ; for that applauded dmma 
is, in fict, a most irregular and parti- 
eoloured composition. In parts and 
passages pf thA nondescript per- 
formance various actors have suc- 
ceeded ; st^veral in muny ; Kemble 
in most ; Garrick alone in all. 

Mr. Hunt says (and I quote it as ^, 
passage in his best manner)*- 

" That it must be the praise of a man, 
Who »hHll posses? a genius capable of 
more tJian the art of acting, to personate 
llamlet, the gallant, the philosophical, 
the melanciioly Hamlet, that aniiable in- 
•onsisient, w':o talked when he should 
Jiave acte<l, and acted when He should 
■ot even have talked. Who, with a bosom 
wrunjf with sensibility was unfeeling, and 
in his very passion for justice unjust 
Who, in }>]& misery had leisure for ridi- 
cule, and in his revenge, for benevolence. 
Who, in tlie most melancholy abstraction 
never lost tlie graces of mind or tlie ele- 
gances of manner ; natural in the midst 
of artifice^ add ^litimAlile in the midst of 



Upon this arduous part Mr. Ken»- 
ble enters with attributes in some 
respects happier and more auspi- 
cious than those with which Mr. Gar- 
rick was by nature armed. The dig- 
nity of the prince is in his form ; tl^ 
moody silence, meditative look^ re- 
pulsive coldness, and taunting ridicule 
cast on the creatures of the court, 
who besiege him, are peculiarly his 
own. In the judicious iruiagemeot 
of soliloquy, so little understood by 
some, he is not to be surpassed by 
any. In his interviews with the ap- 
parition of Ms father no actor can be 
more impressive; but in the gracious* 
nesb of his manner with HoratiOi 
Laertes and others; in his familiar 
condescension to the players, and 
especially in those delicate observan* 
ces, which are not to be totally laid 
aside, even in his sarcastick scene witli 
Ophelia, and that more sliarp and 
accusatory one with his mothtrb 
which were so finely and so curiously 
managed by Mr. Garrick, I mmt 
confess I have not received that per- 
fect satisfaction from Mr. Keinblci 
Which in other parts he has pivep me. 
When Hamlet, in his interview with 
Ophelia, repeatedly vociferates: T» 
a nunnery ! to a nunnery ! and quits 
the stage, Mr Garrick tempered the 
unmanly insuU jn a manner that I 
cannot define; but by the effect k 
was evident thatthp sensibility of the 
actor operated as a softener to the 
asperity and coarseness of the poel. 
J have thought that in the ?tatelines» 
pf his deportment, and abov? all, m 
the measured march and high pitch* 
ed lone of his declamation, Blr Kem- 
t)le did not sufficiently yield and aq- 
^rd himself to the fluctuations of 
that changeful character, which is 
throughout the drama a/ier et idern^ 
But these are merely superficial opi- 
nions, that have floated in my mindy 
whilst 1 hgive been watching his pejv- 
formance, and they may very possi- 
bly be coloured by the prejudice of 
first impressions, and I feel how per- 
fectly unfair it is to kring actors poWi 
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•ontendin^ with the dkadvanta^^es of 
▼cry different theatres and different 
audienc^^, to comparisons with actors 
past, h is nugatory and frivolous, if 
done to flatter the living ; unjust and 
•niel, if intended to disparage th'^m. 
The present stage* whiUt possessed of 
I4r. Kemble, has to boast of a per- 
Ibrmer, tnopr deeply flciendfick, more 
karned* and more laborious in his 

r)fe'$sion than is prr%babiy to be found 
the annals of the British theatre. 
Although Garrick and Barry, Quin 
and Henderson, Woodward and O* 
Brien, ha?e passed off; although 
Mrs. Cibbcr and Mrs- Barry, Mrs, 
Pritchard and Mrs. Yates, Mrs. 
AluDgton and Miss Farren« will be 
Been no more, the few old fcllo>fs 
fike myself, who have lived through 
the whole list, and admired every one 
•f them in their turns, would be the 
most itiiber.l of bigots, if we did not 
acknciw ledge the merit of those, 
who have succeeded to delight us, 
4tnd support the undiminished credit 
€f the Ridge. 

I cannot q\iite take leave of Mr. 
Kemble without noticing Mr. Hunt's 
remarks upon orthoepy, as applied 
to that elaborate performer. I con- 
fess I wish him not to be too precise 
In hi3 pronunciation, but to content 
himself with si>eaking what is com- 
moniy cailtrd court language, without 
too marked un aspiration of certain 
vpweU In some instances* that are 
arged against him* I think him right; 
yet I would recommend ii to him to 
restrbiu his acal ^or reforming cus^ 
tom^, so long as they are sanctioned 
by the best societies, and are not in • 
elegant. That he pmnounces aichea^ 
as those who enipioycd the word) 
medi.t it to be spoken, I am well 
convinced : the metre puts it out of 
doubt ; but it is not worfh bis while 
to be in a minority for a word. Let 
Mm say to himself — 

Scio mehora, ppoboque j 

Oetcriora sequoi — » 

Mr. Elliston, the Gracioso of Dru- 
ry Lane, always enterprising, and as 
?arioua as a h&v% %i a country com- 



pany, has spirit to undertake and ad» 
dress to execute a great diversity of 
parts. Those which reqnire little 
else than memory he aeises with fa- 
cility ; but if deliberatton, time, and 
study shall be wanting, I cannot see 
where he will find those favours to 
bestow u)>on them. If he is not ex^ 
trayagantly fond of praise, I think 
be must be more than satisfied with 
the very fine thmgs* which Mr. Hunt 
has said of him. I suspect he baa 
a few failings, which it would be well 
to correct, but, lest he should not 
be quite as well pleased with advice, 
I shall forbear to obtrude It upon him. 
A man of lively parts is apt to catch 
at an apology for carelessness, and if 
you can inspire him with a high opi« 
liion of his genius, you may take no 
further pains about instruction ; he 
will be sure enough to hold it in con* 
tempt. If genius may be said to 
consist in the variety of its operations 
without any regard to the dignity and 
importance of them, then may a 
maker of toys be called a man of 
more genius than the builder of a 
ship. 

Endowed with an excellent and 
well informed understanding, graced 
with a becoming person, and modesty 
unassuming manners, the junior Mr. 
Kemble wants nothing but opportuni- 
ties to display in new and more im* 
portant parts the histrionick powers, 
which he possesses in no less degree 
than others of his family. As I am 
persuaded that this rising actor has 
too much seal merit to disdain the 
advice of a judicious critick, I hope 
he has noticed Mr. Hunt's remark, 
and will correct his iiid'ilence, if in- 
dolence can fairly be imputed to him; 
but if he only wants animation in 
some unanimating, under characters, 
and possesses it to the full in such 
leading parts as Romeo and Jaifier 
(which I am told is the case) it only 
proves that he is alive to good writing, 
and a lazy advocate in a lame cause, 
and for an unworthy client. As his 
talents have been gradually expand* 
iog and improving from the (rst hour 
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^hen he stepped' upon the stajje, I 
would advwe him now, before he haft 
the responsibility of a leader upon 
him, to lay ottt for excursive service, 
by which he may diversify his walk. 
No man can exactly foresee to what 
«xtent the elasticity of talent may be 
stretched by the ener|^ of ambition. 

When Mr. Cook is Richard, or 
lago, or Sir Pertinax, he is in his 
proper post, and whilst he bears hi> 
faculties in steady poise, no actor 
ean surpass him He is then the 
main prop of the drama he is engaged 
in ; hut should that main prop totter, 
what disgrace can be greater than 
that of an actor so disabled ? what re- 
sentment more justifiable than of an 
audience so disappointed ? 

Of Mr Alexander Rae, now act- 
ing on the Dublin stage, I am glad 
to find that Mr. Hunt conceives fa- 
vourably. What his advances may 
have been since he appeared in the 
winimer theatre I cannot say : but 
of a mind so well informed, so open 
%o instruction, and so totally devoid 
©f self-conceit, as I believe his mind 
to be, I augur confidently, and ex- 
pect great produce. 

High as ray opinion of Mr. Dow- 
ton^ abilities as an actor is known u> 
be, and much as I regard him, it is 
enough for me to say that I am par- 
ticularly gratified to find my opinion 
so flatteringly confirmed by the in- 
genious author of these essays. 

That so many comick actors and 
actresses, capable of doing justice 
lo the best productions^ have been 
seen to sacrifice their admirable ta- 
lents to buffoonery and farce, is much 
to be regretted, and I cannot but 
agree with Mr. Hunt, th|it it has 
been evidently prejudicial to some 
amongst them of the higher order. 
Woodward, I confess, was a harle- 
qiiin> and would jump through the 
<!ial-plate of a clock ; but he would 
not grin through a halter* If more 
than that degree of spectacle and 
splendour, which is auxiliary to dra- 
maiick compositions, must be em- 
ployed U) meet the great outgoings 



of a theatre, there is no reasoning 
in the case. It is to be hoped, how- 
ever, that in the construction of the 
new and magnificent theatre now 
erected in Covent Garden, care will 
be taken that the voices of the per- 
formers may have a fur chance to 
reach the ears of the audience. And 
as this is unquestionatily the first 
thing needful, there can be little fear 
of its being overlooked and neglected* 
Means may at the same time be iBken 
to secure and guard the interiour of 
the theatre from those unseemly 
noises and disorderly interruptions, 
that have been matter of such just 
complaint; and when the avenues and 
lobbies shall be kept free from those 
disgraceful scenes, which to every 
person that passed through them ex- 
hibited the licentiousiiess of a brothel, 
- a great and very needful thing will 
be effected. The consequence of 
this reform wiH be, that in propor- 
tion to the respectability of tbe as- 
sembly, so will be that of the enter* 
tainment. Authors, who have been 
in the practice of writing to the gal- 
leries, must give place to those, who 
can address themselves to hearers of 
a purer taste ; and actors, who, io 
compliment to those gallery authors, 
have condescended to become buf- 
foons, must recollect themselves and 
be comedians. 

Much will depend upon the con- 
struction of this new theatre about to 
open, and still more upon the style 
and character, which the conductors 
shall give to its representations, and 
of what description the first novel- 
ties shall be, which they offei* to the 
publick. If the splendid pile be real- 
ly meant to be a playhouse, and if 
song, and scenery, and show, are to 
be employed as ornamental, not as 
essential, then .indeed, provided there 
be genius in the age to furnish dra» 
mas of true, sterling worth, there 
seems no reason why nonsense should 
pass current, merely because it glit- 
ters. 

That there is this genius in oor 
contcn.por|.:i«l^«^t }|«ibti but 
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lA the fitness and capacity of those, 
who may be selected to pass judg- 
ment on their tenders to the stage, I 
have not the same confidence* This 
important task of deciding upon the 
elegibility of dramatick compositions 
ofiered to the stage, has sometimes 
been confined to one, sometimes in 
the hands of a committee, and at 
other times so involved in mystery, 
that the candidate for acceptance 
knew not who were ' his judgeS) nor 
could easily find out the channel, 
through which to make his appqpaches 
to the secret tribunal. Now as it 
cannot be for the honour, or ad van** 
tage, or repose of the conductor of 
atheatre that discouragements should 
be thrown in the way of men of ta- 
lents, who might otherwise be dis- 
posed to write for the stage, nothing 
seems more easy than to give promp- 
titude and security to an intercourse 
between parties, who seem to have a 
eommoD interest, and no real cause 
for disagreement. 

The proprietor's object is, to have 
a variety of dramatick novelties, and 
out of these to select such as shall be 
judged most likely to attract the pub* 
lick and ensure success. 

The man who offers his production 
for the stage, naturally wishes and 
requires to be secured against the 
mortifying necessity of waiting for 
an answer tediously postponed, and, 
perhaps, after much solicitation at 
length discovering that his unhappy 
manuscript has been mislaid or lost. 
He can ill submit to have his offers 
treated, and his feelings tortured in 
this manner. He is undoubtedly en- 
titled to receive a speedy and respect- 
ful answer, and has a right to know 
by whom his work has been read, and 
of course, who it is that is responsi- 
ble for the judgment, that has been 
passed upon it. 

If these positions are admitted, 
the remedy is obvious. The only 
thing wanting is, to appoint the read- 



er, and adjust the rules* What pleft 
can any writer have for discontent, 
if a period were named for all offers 
to be made, and a time limited, with- 
in which all answers should be given ? 
No one need subject himself to be 
announced as the author of a reject- 
ed pieee, if he subscribed his direc« 
tion and withheld his name. The 
accepted author onty would be sum- 
moned to a revisal of his drama at a 
conference with the reader, who would 
be prepared to suggest whateveF 
might be thought of to improve, and 
perfect it for representation, before 
the parts were cast, and it was re- 
cited in the Green room. 

Should it bo asserted, that the 
eventual remuneration, which the 
stage holds forth, is encouragement 
enough for every man to write, that 
can write, I distent from that asser* 
tion, believing, as I do, that there 
are naaoy, with whom emolument is 
but a secondary object, who are fully 
qualified to write well and ably for 
the stage, and only want facility of 
access to it- 

But if it only be contended, that 
■where the property is, the right of 
judgment ought to be, 1 think so too. 
Therefore let the proprietor, who 
accounts himself competent to the la- 
bour and the duty of the task in ques^^ 
tion, undertake it, and adopt, if he 
shall see fit, or as far as he sees fit, 
the accommodating mode above pro- 
posed. 

If he does not choose to undertake 
it in his own person, let some man 
be sought out, by experience, temper, 
punctuality, and good manners, fitted 
to conduct a business, which, how- 
ever delicate and difficult it may be* 
would in my opinion, under prudent 
management, produce effects very 
highly favourable to the interests of 
theatrical property, the restbration of 
the legitimate drama, and to the ge- 
neral improvement of the taste and 
genius of the age we live in. 
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VKOM THE LITERARY PANORAMA. 

Trtvcli thrcm^the South of France, and in the Interiour of the Provinces of Provence 
and Languedoc, in the Years 1807 and 1808, by a Route never bef re performed, 
bemg' along the Banks of the Loire, the Isere, and the Garonne, thj'ough the greater 
Part of their Course. Made by Permission of the French Governnient. By Lieu* 
tenant Colonel Pinkney, of the North American Native Rangers. 4to. pp. 282. Price 
1^ 1*. London, 1809. 



WHAT a dissatisfied genera- 
lion is that of the criiicks! The very 
volume before us, althoug^h we have 
perused it with pleasure, cannot es- 
cape a reprimand ; and even perhaps 
may be deemed censurable. It is 
certainly as impolitick, as it is unpo- 
)ite} for a book to thrust itself on the 
reader without a single word of intro- 
duction, preface, apology, or address. 
In this instance, we know not whe- 
ther the present be an original edi- 
tion, or reprinted from an Amei ican 
copy; nor, if it be the former, for 
what reasons England is first favoured 
vith it. In this we blame the author; 
but, we confess, that we no less blame 
ourselves for wisliing to iind in a tra- 
veller information which we have no 
reason to suppose it was his object 
to obtain, nor was it, probably, in his 
power. 

The condition of the people in the 
south of France, or indeed in any 
part of that kingdom, so lately as in 
the years 1807, 4808, excites an in- 
terest which is highly favourable to 
a writer. Happily for himself this 
traveller pursued a route through the 
most enchanting districts of France: 
districts proverbially known as the 
residence of health, and amenity ; as 
the abede of the goddess of love, and 
goittc dc cceur, 

Mr. Pinkney left Baltimore in 
America,forLiverpool,in April ^807: 
from Liverpool he visited London ; 
and, the vessel having some connex- 
ions in Calaiii, he entered France by 
that port : whence he travelKd by the 
direct road to Paris. At Paris he re- 
mained a short time ; and quitted that 
city in company with Mi. Younge, 
the confidential secretary to Mr. 
Armstrong, the American ambassa- 
doui , the lady of Mr. Yonnge, herself 
a French woman, and her niece, Ma- 



demoiselle Sl Sillery, who, " with 
the single exception of her aunt, was 
the handsomest woman he had yet 
seen in France.'* We must state, for 
the information of our readers, that 
Madame Younge was the niece of 
our friend, M. Lally ToUendal, so well 
known by his tragedy of Straffordt 
his pleadings for the reversal of bis la- 
ther's sentence, in which he succeed- 
ed, some yearsafler his father's death; 
and lastly, for his eloquent Plaidoyer 
for the unfortunate Louis XVI. Wc 
understand that he is now a PrifiX 
of the Corsican ! ! . . • . 

The i*oute taken by this agreeable 
society was by Chartres, Nanteii 
Tours, Blois, Nevers, and Moulinsi 
to Lyons s from Lyons to AvignotH 
Aix and Marseilles, where our au- 
thor's tour terminated, and, he em- 
barked for America. 

For a journey of pleasure nothing 
could be better selected than the 
route, the company, and the season i 
for a journey of information, wa 
should have chosen another course* 
Unluckily, too, towards the close of 
the excursion, when our author enters 
on provinces the sta\e of which we 
particularly desire to know, his time 
is bhortened by events ; and he travels 
most rapidly, where we could have- 
most earnestly requested his stay. 
For so long a time have we been ex* 
eluded from the south of France, that 
descriptions of that country are now 
recommended by their novelty ; and 
we are curious to be informed to what 
degree the chaiacter of the people ii 
affected by the scenes they have wit- 
nessed. In truth, however, it has 
sustained scarcely any perceptible va- 
riation ; and Mr P. informs us, that 
it is a standing rule in France to for- 
get as much as possible the dic^sinp 
of the French revolution ; and ta 
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wave that discourse which miR^ht 
lead to the recollection of them. With 
this rule we also shall comply ; and 
shall avail ourselves of the delinea- 
tions of Mr. P. (which we know by 
recollection to be faithful) to furnish 
materials for an estimate of the fire- 
•ent state of that part of the kinj^dom 
of France. 

A sti'anger, whether Briton or 
American, would naturally be startled 
at the high value of money, as ex- 
pressed in the relative cheafiness of 
Umd^ and of the necessaries of life 
(produced on the spot) throughout 
France. When Mr. P. tells us, that, 
ki Angers, be found '^ the prices of 
beef and mutton to be about 2d, per 
lb ; a fowl Sd. ; turkies, when in sea- 
son, from \Sd* to 2«. ; bread about 
1 l-2(/. a lb ; and vegetal)les, greens, 
Itc. cAeafi to a degree; a good house 
about six / ms per year ; and a man- 
sion fit for a ptince (for there are 
some of them, but without inhabitants) 
from 40 to 50 louis, including from 
30 to 40 acres of land without the 
walls." We ai'e by no means sur- 
prised at his inference " what a situ- 
ation for a residence !" When he 
finds large estates to be sold for a 
U'ifle ; so as to " clear the purchase 
money in five years ;" that he should 
be even tempted to speculate on what 
' advantages they offer, appears to us 
very natural. But, his good sense was 
too eflBcient not to lead him to ex- 
amine the reverse of the medal ; and 
to state the fier contra : which he 
does on several occasions. We select 
what he says of the country around 
Clermont, because on that occasion 
he discusses this subject at some 
length. 

•* The same scenery continues with lit- 
tle variation to Clermont, the countrj' im- 
proving and the roads becoming worse. 
In this interval, however, I passed several 
chateaux in ruins, and several farms and 
houses, on which were affixed notices that 
they were to be let or sold. On inquiring 
the rent and purchase of one of them, I 
found it to be so cheap, that could I have 
reconciled myself to French manners, and 
promised myself any suitable assistance 
flrom French laboursrs, 1 should have se- 
VOJb* II. 



riously thought of making a purchase. 
An estate of eleven hundred acres, sevea 
hundi'ed of which were in cultuie, the 
remainder wood and heath, was ofiered 
for sale for bOOO louis. The nuinsion- 
house was indeed in ruin beyond the pos- 
sibiUiy of repair, but the land, under pro- 
per cultivation, would have paid twenty- 
five per cent- on the pui*chuse money. Tim 
main point of such purchases, hoM ever, ia 
contained in these woids : * Uiuler proper 
cultivation.' Noticing is so absuini as the 
expectation of a foreign purchaser, a. id 
particuhuly of a gentleman, that he will 
be a]>le to ti-ansfer the improved system of 
cultivation of his own country into a king- 
dom at least a century behind the former. 
As far as his own manual labour goes, as 
far as he will take the plough, the harrow, 
and the broadcast himself, so far may he 
procure the executipn of his own ideas. 
But it is in vain to endeavour to infuse 
this knowledge op this practice into French 
labourers ; you might as well put a pen ia 
tlie hand of a Hottentot, and expect him to 
write his name. The ill success of half the. 
foreign purchasers must be imputed to 
this oversight. An American or an Kn- 
g-lishman passes over a French or German 
farm, and sees land of the most produc 
tive powers reduced to sterility by slo- 
venly management. A suggestion imme, 
diatcly arises in his mind — how mucii 
might this land be made to produce un- 
dcr a more intelligent cultivation ? FuU 
of this idea he perhaps inquires the price, 
and finding it about one tenth of what 
such land would cost in England, imme- 
diately makes his purchase, settles, and 
begins his operations. Here his eyes arc- 
soon opened. He must send to England 
for all his implements ; and even then his 
French labourers neither can nor will 
learn the use of tliem. An English plough- 
man becomes necessary; the English 
ploughman accordingly come«, but shortly 
becomes miserable amongst French habile 
and French fellow-labourers. i 

" In this manner have failed innumera- 
ble attempts of this kind within nty own 
knowledge. It is impossible to transplant 
the whole of tlie system of one coimtry 
into another. The English or the Ameri- 
can farmer may emigrate «u>d settle in 
France, and bring over his English plough 
and English habits, but he will still find a 
French soil, a French climate, French 
markets, and French labourers. The 
course of his crops will be disturbed by 
the necessity of some subservience to the 
peculiar wants of the country and the 
demands of the market. He cannot, for 
example, persevere in his turnips, where 
he cau £iid no cattle X% cat them, uo pvu;* 
Rr ♦ 
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chasers for his cattle, «nd where, from 
the openness of the climate in winter, the 
crop must necessarily rot before he can 
consume it. For the same reason, his 
clover cultivation becomes as useless. To 
say all in a word, I know not how an 
Kng-Ush or an American farmer could 
make a favourable purchase in France, 
thouph the French government should 
come forward witli its protection. Tlic 
habits of the country have become so ac- 
commodated to its agpriculture, that they 
rad^ mutually support the other, and a 
more improved system can only be intro- 
duced in the proportion in which tliese 
national habits can be fundamentally 
changed. But such changes must neces- 
sarily be gradual and slow, and must not 
be reckoned upon by an individual.** 

If these reasonings be applicible to 
a part of France between the British 
channel and the capital, we may as- 
sure ourselves that the interiour and 
southern districts offer annple confir- 
mation of them: and Mr P. repeat- 
edly, and even frequently, finds such 
instances. 

'* I have frequently had occasion to speak 
of the slovenly agriculture of the French 
farmers; and I am sorry to have to add, 
that the fertility of the provinces of Ni- 
vei-nois and the Bourbonnois is rather to 
be imputed to the felicity of tlieir soil and 
climate than to their cultivation. There 
ia certainly a vast proportion of waste 
land in these provinces, which only re- 
mains waste, because the French land- 
lords and farmers want the knowledge to 
bring it into cultivation. Many hundreds 
of acres are let at about twelve sols (six- 
pence) per acre, and would be sold at 
about a kmis d'or, which in three years, 
under English management, would be 
richly worth tl^irty pounds. What a coun- 
try would this be to purchase in, if with 
himself an Englishman or an American 
could transport his own labourers and 
ideas ! But nothing is to be done without 
assistance." 

Our estimate of the cheapness of 
commodities in France must be re- 
stricted to the home produce. What 
the land affords, having no easy con- 
veyance to other parts, no demand 
from any distance to give it value, 
must either be consumed on the spot 
or wasted. Of what vast profit, then, 
would be the superiour husbandry of 
England, if, after the crop was pro- 
duced) it proved to be redundant? It 



laight stock the puhlick grmary io 

one year; but what, beside the/^a««fv 
of producing it, would prompt the 
exertions necessary to a second abun* 
dance. 

** Provisions" says Mr P. " arc ineom- 
ptfably cheap at Valence and in its yfu 
cinitv. Trade, however, seemed v>ery 
slack ; the shops were on the smallest pos- 
sible scale ; and every diing which was 
not produced in the neighbourhood was 
enormously dear. Groceries in France 
are nearly twice the price which they bear 
in England. I made some inquiries at is 
the rent of land. On larg^ farms it is about 
five or seven shillings English money per 
acre. The agriculture seemed very in- 
differwit." 

Mr. P. observes that •* in large 
purchases land is very cheap: in smaQ 
purchases very dear.** He ascribes 
this deamess of small purchases ^ to 
the strong repugnance of the small 
proprietors to part with their pater- 
nal lands." We account for it on a 
different principle. Where capital 
is extremely scarce, and where there 
are no capitalists, or none who ven- 
ture op speculations, small properties 
may find many purchasers ; but 
estates demanding the payment of 
some thousands of pounds will be 
offered at a cheap rate, from absolute 
want of *' the needful." The price 
must be an irresistible temptation, hj 
ks lowness, before there can be any 
hope of the commodity being dbpos- 
ed of. 

This want of capital pervades the 
commeixial establishments of France; 
it is one of the evils produced by the 
revolution, the effects of which wiH 
long be felt severely. This is one 
principle in explanation of the ano- 
maly which puzzled our author at 
Abbeville, where he found the French 
broadcloths dearer than English of 
the same quality. 

*' Abbeville, which I reached in good 
time for the table d^hoU, which is hekl on 
every jnarket day, is a populous but a 
roost unpleasant town. The inhabltanta 
are stated to exceed 22,000. but I do not 
conceive that they can amount to one half 
of that number. The town has a most 
ruinous appearance, from the circumstance 
of ma^y of the houses being built with 
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wood ; Kkd by the fbniis of the windows 
and the doors, some of them muit be 
very ancient. There are two or three 
Bisinu factories of cloth, but none of them 
were in a flourishing condition. I went to 
visit that of Vanrobais, established by 
ixMiis XIY. and which still continues, 
tboQgh in ruins. The buildingrs are upon 
a very large scale ; but too much was at- 
tempted for them to execute any thing in 
a workmanlike manner. There are dif- 
ferent buildings for every different branch 
of the manufacture. I cannot but think, 
however, that they would have succeeded 
better if they had consulted tlie principle 
of the sub-dtvisiou of labour. I saw like- 
wise a manuiiictory of carpets, which 
seemed more flourishing. In the cloth 
manufactory, the earnings of the working 
manufacturers are about 36 sous per diem 
^1«. 6ct] in the carpet manufactories, 
somewhat more. The cloths, as far as I 
ara a judge, seemed to me even to exceed 
tho«e of England : but the carpets are 
much inferiour. From some unaccountable 
reason, however, the cloths were much 
dearer than English broadcloth of the 
same quahly. Whence does this happen, 
in a country wliere provisior»s ai*e so much 
oheapMT? Perhaps from Uiat neglect of 
the 8iio-division«of labour which I have 
libove noticed. 

** Abbeville, like all the other principal 
towns through which I passed, bore me- 
lancholy marks of the Revolution. The 
handsome church which stood in the 
market-place is in ruins ; scarcely a stone 
remains on the top of another. Many of 
the best houses where shut up, and otiiers 
of the same description evidently inhabi- 
ted by people for whom they were not 
built. In many of them, one room only 
was inhabited ; and in others, the second 
and third floors turned into granaries. In- 
deed, along the whole road from Abbe- 
ville to Paris, are innumerable chateaux^ 
which are now only the cells of beggars, 
or of the lowest kind of peasantry." 

He says also9 speaking of Tours: 
** Tours was formerly celebrated for its 
silk manufactory, and enough of it still re* 
mains to invite and to g^tify the curiosity 
of a traveller. The attention of the 
French government is now unintermit- 
tmgly occupied in efforts to raise the ma- 
mifactHTes of the kingdom, bat whilst tiie 
war raAltes such large demands, trade 
must necessarily be cramped. The ma- 
nufactories, however, still continue to 
work, and produce some beautiful flowered 
damasks, and brilliant stuflls. The wea- 
vers for the most part work at their own 
koases, and have s« m««h by the piece, 



the silk being furnished them by their 
employers. The prices vary with the pat- 
tern and quality of the work ; two livers 
per day is the average of what can be 
earned by the weavers. The women 
weave as well as the men, and their 
earnings may be estimated at ^ 'tout one 
half Upon the wliole, however, UM^se ma- 
nufactures are in a very drooping coi>di- 
tion, and are scarcely visible to a foreign 
visiunt, unless the immediate object of 
his inquiry. There is likewise a riband 
manufactory, but the ribands are ver}- in- 
feriour to those of England. About 1000 
persons may be employed in these two 
manufactories." 

The combined operation of these 
causeS) deficiency of mercantile ca- 
pital, and the conversion of the Uam- 
ing /landa into soldiers, with the 
other injurious effects of war, ac- 
count for the impotent state of the 
French manufactories. Neither will 
they revive, till peace inspire them 
with an energy, which capital may 
be directed to support. We may 
hint at another cause which possibly 
has its influence on this subject. The 
conscripts, taken from among the 
reputable classes equally with the 
lower, fill the ranks of the army. 
Whatever of skill, or taste, or refine- 
ment the youth of this description 
may be supposed to possess; what* 
ever of science they may have acqui- 
red superiour to the merely operative 
labourer, it falls with them in the 
field. \Vc cannot but think, there- 
fbre> that the prodigious loss lately 
susUined by France on the banks of 
the Danube must be estinrnted much 
above the numerical loss in lives, 
though that be very great : it affects 
persons and families who mig^t just- 
ly be deemed the strength of the 
state, as well in intellect as in exer- 
tion—and if their commercial capi- 
tal falls to their sisters, of wl|at use is 
it to the sute ? 

We confess ourselves disappoint- 
ed at the cursory notice taken by our 
traveller of the present condition of 
the city of Lyons. He says nothing 
on the late introduction of cotton ma- 
nufactures into that city, nor of the 
transit busi^^j^ 5^ ^r^y^^.lately ci> 
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fageil: nor of the number of looms, 
&c. now in work. He merely lells 
US, that 

" The manufuctorios of Lyons, being 
confined in their supply to the home mar- 
ket, arc not in the same flourishmg' state 
as foimtrly. They still continue, how- 
ever, to work up a vast quantity of silk, 
and on the rcttim of peace, would doubt- 
less recover somewhat of their former 
prosperity. Sonie years since, the silk 
«tockinj<^s alone worked up at Lyons were 
estimated ut 1 oOO pair daily. The work- 
men are unhappily not paid in proportion 
to their industry. They commence their 
day's labour at an unusual hour in the 
morning', and continue it in the night, yet 
are unable to earn enough to live in 
plenty." 

We are now able to account for 
the fact noticed by Mr. Pinkney, that 
the £ng;Iish vessels at sea exceed 
the French two hundred to one : for, 
when we ask, what manufactured 
goods France has to export ? to what 
distant countries can she afford to 
export them at her own risk, with 
the necessary ieng:th of credit ? and 
consider the prevalence of the mili- 
tary system among her population, we 
•see no piospect of her speedily 
abounding; in ^ ships, colonies, and 
commerce.*' This limiution of con- 
sumption to the neifj^hbourhood 
where the commodhies are produced, 
contiibutes also lo explain the cause 
of that dcadness, and want of pas^ajj^e 
on the high roads which surprised 
our author. There is not that inces- 
sant intercourse between the ex- 
tremities of the kingdom and the 
capital in France which there is in 
Enirland- There are few principals 
or agents of commercial houses, 
travellmg on business^ few parties 
travellitig on pleasure : indeed, we 
understand, that since the cards of 
citizenship, &c have been necessary, 
scarcely a rambling excursion is un- 
dertaken • 

But, to quit these political consi- 
dera ions, and consider a little the 
people who are interested in them :— 
We readily discern the fidelity of 
Mr. Pinkney's portraits of the per- 
sonages with whom his expedition 
brought him acquainted. The^French 



are little imprevedi by their Icte ttif> 

ferings. They pipe, they dance, li^ej^ 
amuse themselves, they pass away 
life jovially. They are as liccntioust 
as loquacious as ever: the men are 
^^ gay and not jealous;" the women 
are loose aad not reserved. Tboa^ 
who have any pretensions to beautyi 
expect homage; and those who have 
no beauty have sprightUnebS and 
taste. Decencies and decorum they 
have none ; yet religion is fashionable. 
The l)etter class are lively, frank, and 
pleasing; thoughtless, but amiable; 
addicted to their pastimes; and too 
volatile, hi the judgment of philoso- 
phick Englishmen* to be susceptible of 
the blessings of magna charta or ibo 
bill of rights: in other woixis, thcf 
talk but little politicks, and are of- 
fended when reminded by allusion, or 
reference, to what they have seen or 
suifeied, while beguiled by the demoa 
of democracy, and misled by the 
spirit of destruction. 

Mr. P. has found himself at a loss 
to describe in proper' terms the in- 
genuities of French confectionerSf 
aud French conversations: he there* 
fore uses language not precisely ad 
rent ; and concludes his hints at 
" naked Cupi s,*' '* naked Venuses," 
** Leda and her swan,*' by saying: 

"A French assembly or f:uitiiona.ble 
rout, certai:)ly excels an English one in 
elegance and famcy, aji much as it falls 
short of it in substantial muth. . Tho 
French, it must be confessed, infinitely 
excel every oiher nation in all things con- 
uecied with spectacle, and more or less 
this spectitcle pcnades all their parties. 
TJiey dance, they converse, they sing, for 
exhibition, and as if they were on the 
stage. Their conversation, thereibre, ha* 
frequently more wit tliau iniei*est, and 
tlieu- dancing more vanity than mii-tlu 
They seem iii both resptcts to wani thai 
happy carelessness which pleases by beinj^ 
pieas'etl. A French woman is a figurante 
even in her chit-chat," 

These assemblies ace filled with 
ladies dressed a la Diane, a la Mmervtj 
en Bacchante, and (intentionally) i 
VJnglaiae: the rage for every thing 
Knglish maintains itself in great vi- 
gour very generally, especially ia th» 
more poUle a$9emblit». 
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We are agreeablf surprhed with 
the information, that the emigrants 
who have returned^ have imported 
with them so much of the taste of 
our country, as to be distinguished 
^ among their neighbours- 

** Ecures is a village Biliiatedon a plain, 
which in its verdure, and in the fanciful 
disposition of some irees and gloves, re- 
miiidefl me very strongly of an Enj^lish 
pai^. This similitude was increased by 
, a house nii tne further extremity of tlie 
vill.igx?. It was situated in a lawn, and 
•ntiixriy pirt around by walnut trees except 
where it fronted the road, upon wiiich it 
•peiied by a neat palisadoed gate. 1 liave 
no doubt, ihoui^h I had no means of veri- 
fying my opinion, that the possessor of 
this estate had been ni Knj^iand. Tiie 
hkwn w.is freshly mown, an<l tiic flowers, 
the fresli pamted m^uts, the windows ex- 
tending^ from the ceihnfi;' to tJie j^ronml, 
and e\*en the circumstance of tlie poultry 
keing" kept on tii^ common, and prevented 
ky a rtet-wofk fro^n ;eUiii!4' on the la\m— 
all these were so pcrfcctl}- in the Knglish 
taste, that I ottered Mr. Young'e any wu;^er 
that the poss' ssorhad travelled. * He is 
most proliably a returned enuj^rant,* said 
Mr. Youngv; * it is mconceivable how 
much this description of men have done 
for Prance. The government, indt-ed, 
beg-ins to understand their value, and tlie 
list of the proscribed is daily diminish- 
ing" 

But we must "ot close our account 
•f this volume without in'rodiicing 
our readers to the cour*: of the man 
who now holds the sovereignty over 
this nation: a nuiion otjc^* ardent for 
Hberiy, and, for a moment, vociltrous 
in its demands of Enginh liberty: 
happy had they understood what 
they desired, and know how to obtain 
and to prize it ! * 

• It is asin;^ular circumstance, and per- 
haps unknown to the generality of oiir 
readers, that in the early part of the 
French revolution two accredited agents 
were sent from Paris to London expressly 
fbr the purpose of taking* plans of our 
house of commons, that their Salle dea 
S^(mce$ might be like it; and so particular 
were they in their proceedings that they 
measured with the g^atest exactness the 
speaker's chair, that M, Ir Pr^sideiU de 
t^ssembl^e J^ationale might have one ex- 
actly sinjilar. However, we rtiust do them 
the justice to mention, that they were 
•stoni^ked at our manner of condiietinip 



** I had resolved not to leave Paris with- 
out seeing the emperoui,*' says Mr. P. 
" and being informed diat he was to hold ao 
audience on tlie following day, I applied 
to Mr. Younge to procure my formal in* 
troduclion. With this piu'pose we waited 
upon general Armstjong, who sent my 
name to the grand chambe.lain with tlie 
necessary formalities. This formality is 
a certilicate under the hand of the ambas* 
sadour, that tiie person soliciting the intro- 
duction has been introduced at his own 
court, or that, accordmg to the best know- 
ledge of the Ambassadour, he is not a mer- 
cimnt — a »\V^"or<o«f uctuel. It may be 
bneily observed, however, that the Fi*encU 
Ne^ociunt answers better to tlie English 
mecnanick, than to the honourable appeU 
lauon, mcichant. (ieneral Armstix>ng pro- 
mised me a very interesting spectacle in 
the lni])cri:d audience. * It's the most 
spieiuhd court hi Kurope,' said he. * The 
court of Ivondon, and even of V^icnna, will 
not bear a compaiison witli it.* Every one 
agreed m the justice of this remark, and 
m\ cui losity w.is sirmigly excited. ' 

" On the appointed day, about 3 o'clock, 
Mr. Younge accompanied me to the pa- 
lace, where we were immediately con- 
duced to a splendid saloon, which is 
termed the Anibassadours' Hail. Keiresh* 
nients were here handed round to the 
conip.iiiy, which was very numerous, and 
amongst them many (acrman princes in 
their grand court dress. The conversa- 
tion became very genend ; those who had 
seen Uuonaparte, describing him to those 
wlio were about to be uitx'oduced. Every 
one agreed that he was the most extraordi* 
nary man that Europe had produced la 
many centuries, and that even his appear- 
ance was in no slight degree indicative of 
his character. ' lie possesses an eye/ 
said one gentleman, * in which I^avater 
might have understood a hero.* Mr. 
Younge conftrmed this observation, and 
prepared me to regard hiin with more 
tlian common attention. 

** The doors of the saloon were at length 
ti^rown open, and some of the officers of 
tlie grattd diamberlain, with white wands 
and embi-oidcrcd robes and scarfs, bowing 

business, and when they w^re told how 
much service was gratuitously done the 
country by the respective members' at- 
tendance on committees, &c. &c. &c. 
(which, like many of our own countrymen, 
they had not the most distant idea of) 
tliey frequently shrugged up their shoul- 
ders, and exclaimed, Qtml d^wiUresaement f 
mon Diett/ qxieJlc nalion — en v^riU, c'est 
vne ^amle nation! — Tac/iont^iout de/airs 
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low to 'the company, invited us, by wa^ 
\mg their staves, to follow them up the 
grand stai rcase. Every one now arranged 
fiiemselves in pairs, behind their respec- 
tive ambassadours, and followed the ushers 
in procession, siccordin}2rto the precedence 
of their respective countries^ the Imperial, 
Spanish, and Neapolitan ambassadours 
forming the van. The staircase was lined 
on both sides with grenadiers of the le- 
gion of honour, most of whom, privates 
as Well as officers, were arrayed in the or- 
der. The officers, as we passed, exchangp- 
od salutes with the ambassadours ; and as 
the imperial ambassadour who led the pro- 
cession, reached the door of the anti- 
ohamber, two trumpeters on each side 
played a congp'atulatory flourish. The 
ushers who had led us so far, now took 
their stations on each side the door, and 
others, in more splendid habits, succeed- 
ed them in the office of conducting us. 

** We now entered the anti-chamber, in 
which was stationed the regular guard of 
the palace. We were here saluted both 
by privates and officers, the imperial 
guard being considered as part of the 
household. From the anti-chamber we 
passed onwards through nearly a dozen 
most splendid apartments, and at length 
reached the presence-chamber. 

** My eyes were instantly in search of the 
•mperour, who was at the farther extremi- 
ty, surrounded by a numerous circle of 
officers and counsellors. The circle 
•pcned on our arrival, and witlidrew be- 
bind the emperour. The whole of our 
•ompany now ranged tliemselves, the am- 
bassadours in front, and their several coun- 
toymen behind their respective ministers. 

** Buonaparte now advanced to the Im- 
perial ambassadour, with whom, when pre- 
sent, he always begins the audience. I 
had now an opportunity to regard him at- 
tentively. His person is below the middle 
•ize, but well composed; his features re- 
gular, but in their tout enaemhie stern and 
commanduig; his complexion sallow, and 



his geaendntoen raslilafy> rte waa dwiia^ 

ed very splendidly in purple velvet, the 
coat and waistcoat embroidered with gpold 
bees, and with ilie grand star of the legion 
of honoiu* worked mto the coat. 

^ He passed no one without notieey mi, 
to all the ambassadours he spoke o»ce tu 
twice. When he reached general Arm- 
strong, he asked him. Whether Jmerioa 
could not live without foreign commerce at 
•p^U at France? and then added, without 
waiting for his answer, 'Trbre is ov< 

HAriOH IM THE WORI.D, WHIOU MUST 

bktaugbl by kxperibngs, that hbe 
merchants abb not necessaav to 
the existence of all otheb na- 
tions, and that she cannot hol» 
us all in commbrcial slavblkt >- 
England is only sensible im uee 
comptebs."* 

We have extracted the more free- 
ly from this work, because the writer 
cannot be suspected of an undue l»as 
toward Britain. The result of hb 
observations is indeed very strongly 
in favour of our native island; and the 
manners, conveniences, enjoyments 
which it offers, are rendei^ed nnore 
grateful to a rational mind by con* 
trast with the frivolities— not of that 
portion of the French nation which 
t/unk9 of thinkingy but— of the bulk of 
the people of France. 

We frankly acknowledge our obli* 
gations to him for his communica* 
tions, avow with readiness that we 
have derived entertainment and gra* 
tification from his work; as indeed 
might be inferred from the copious 
extracts in which we have indulged 
ourselves. 

• Cofn^/oir#— Counting houses. 



FROM THE LONDON BEVIBW. 

An Accoimt of the Empire of M arocco,* and the District of Suse ; compiled from 
Miscellaneous Observations, made durinc^ a long Residence in, and various Jour- 
noys through these Countries. To which is added, an Accurate and Interesting 
Account of Timbuctoo,* the great Emporium of central Africa. By James Gray 
Jackson, Esq.— IJeview by Mr. Cumberland. London, 1809. 

AS this had appeared (o me to volving many curious and some tmlf 
be a very interesting publication, in- important particulars, i held it to be 

• Either the autlmr or the reviewer has (shosen, in several particulars to depart irom 
the tisual orthograpliy, by writing Marocco instead of Morocco, Timbuctoo instead o£ 
Ton^uctoo. We have in this instance, adopted the alterations without luiowing the 
reason lor which they arc made. Digitized ^Ed, Select Heviem, 
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a dtttfy wldch I owed bolb to my' 
readers and myself, to employ every 
means in my power for tracing cer- 
tain matters, which seemed to rest 
«pon simple affirmation, to their true 
Md fi^nuhie sources /of authority, 
before I set my name to a review 
of Mr Jackson's volume. 

He informs us in his preface, that 
it has been *< compiled from various 
notes and observations, made during 
a residence of sixteen years in differ- 
ent parts of the empire of Marocco.** 
This is a claim, which very few of 
our travelled authors have to prefer, 
and certain it is, that the English- 
man, who for sixteen years has vo- 
luntarily devoted himself to the ha- 
zard and horrour of living under the 
dominion of a Moorish despot, has 
fidrly, and to a certain extent, earned 
a title, to be believed, when he is 
describing what he has seen and 
imown and learned of the country: 
jret if he tells of things altogether 
new and strange, and such as it is 
hard to credit, there should be some- 
thinig more than mere assertion on 
his part to ensure our faith, and re- 
concile us to the tale of wonder. 
When, for instance, in the chapter 
that treats of zoology, we are told of 
the swiftness and abstemiousness of 
the desert horse, possessing such ex- 
traordinary powers, and refusing all 
fl«ntenance but that of camePs milk, 
and above all of the heirie, or camel 
called tasayee, which in traversing 
the desert, performs the length of 
nine days journies in one, with a 
swiftness, which seems to elude all 
description except that of a telegraph; 
we assuredly want something more 
solid than mere narration to support 
the fact, and keep our faith from 
sta§:gering. When in the region 
about Timbuctoo^ as yet un visited 
b7 any English, and I might say 
any European traveller, we are in* 
fi>i^ed of a river, which would con- 
Tey us to Grand Cairo through a 
tract as thickly strowed with popu- 
lous towns as China *, and that this 



river is, in fact, a western brflnch of 
the Nile itself, to be traced from its 
source in the Jibbel Kumra, or Moun* 
tains of the Moon, so called, to its 
junction with the eastern or Egyptian 
streams ; the geographer is startled 
by intelligence so new, and would 
naturally urge those questions, which 
I have anticipated, and require that 
explanation which I have sought for 
and obtained. 

When a traveller makes notes of 
his own adventures, with a pre-deter- 
mined purpose to impart them to the 
publick, and enjoy the luxury of wri- 
ting a book, he makes himself the 
hero of his story, and of course 
must make the story worthy of its 
hero. 

This certainly was not in the con- 
templation of Mr. Jackson ; the en- 
gagement that occasioned him to make 
so long a residence in a Mohammedan 
country, and to perfect himself in a 
language, that is spoken in all parts 
wheresoever Mohammedans are, were 
of a political as well as a commercial 
sort. In that character he was ap- 
pointed by the old government of 
Holland, agent to the states general| 
and, having negotiated with the em- 
perour Muley Yezzid, hoisted their 
flag at Agadeer or Santa Cruz, and 
opened that port to foreign com- 
merce* Here he established himself 
in trade, till he was obliged to leave 
Santa Cruz, when the present empe- 
rour, jealous, perhaps, of the natural 
strength of the place, situated at the 
extremity of the Atias Mountains, 
ordered it to be evacuated. This 
measure, dictated in the suspicious 
character of Marocco policy, obliged 
Mr* Jackson to cross the Atlas 
Mountains with the prince's army, 
and repair to the emperour, wUo 
then held his court at Marocco. This 
inland capital was no station for our 
author's purpose, and he was per* 
mitted to go to Mogodor on the coast 
at the distance of about a huudred 
miles, where he again established a 
house of commerce, under the firm 
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©f Jamfcs Jacksot) and Co. when upon 
the death of Mr Lay ton the paili»er- 
ship being dissolved, the surviver 
came to Enjjland, and having: no 
other object but to render his com- 
munications useful to the African 
association, after several interviews 
with them, was induced by the libe- 
ral sui^cges^ions of the earl of Mcira 
to publish those remarks, and that 
body of information, which are to 
be found in the volume now under 
my review. 

Thus it came to pass, that Mr. 
Jackson, without courting the fame 
of an author, has become the unob 
trusive narrator of his own observa- 
tions, and these he has committed 
to the publick with less parade of 
dictation, and more modest avoidance 
of egotism than I can recollect to 
have observed in any other writers 
of the same description, whether 
ihcir scale of travel has been great 
or small, foreign or domestick. lor 
it shall sometimes happen that the 
passenger in a stage coach between 
Bath and London, shall blow as loud 
a trumpet to puff his pennyworth of 
adventures, as if he had penetrated 
into unexplored lautudes, and added 
newly discovered countries to the 
map of earth. 

Travellers of this sort have been 
successfully exposed of lale by some, 
wbo seem to have a way of getting 
iit their pocket-books, at d yet keep- 
ing clear of the penalties of the 
iaw. 

Of Barbary it may be said, that no 
country on the globe, of which so 
inuct has been wiiiien, h so lillle 
hnown. In the mean time iis natu- 
lal fertility entillts it to be consider- 
ed as the garden of the world. In 
lis products it possesses every tiling 
I hat can invite the trader to its coasts, 
in its government much, that may 
tIiscourap:e him from resoriirig to 
ihcm. By referring to the ele\eiith 
chapter of this volume [p. 193.] 
wnere a statement is given of exports 



and imports, accuratelf transenM 
from the original Arabick books of 
the cti^iom house at Mogodor, a cof- 
rec* idea may be formed of the trade 
carried on in that port. In the Ikt 
of exports will be found almost evcif 
article, that is in request either for 
luxury or for general use ; the ad- 
vantages that our traders might de- 
rive from tlie vast abundance of mw 
materials, that would be bartered 
in exchange for manufactured goods, 
are in a manner incalculable; yet such 
is the wretched slate of this neglected 
trade, that " with the exception of 
two or three houses, there is, at pre- 
sent, no European establishment o£ 
any consequence at Mogodor,*' and 
it is to be feared that Mr. Jackson is 
too well founded in his remark, " thsit 
with consuls, who are equally unac» 
quainttd with the language of tiie 
country, and the manners, politicks, 
and complexion of the coun, we 
must not expect that the British mer- 
chant will be sufficiently encouraged 
to make considerable adventures da 
West Barbary." 

Still it should appear from i)ift 
opinion of this well infornaed wrir 
ter, that means are in our poweiv 
by prudent regulations, and intelli- 
genc, well chosen agents, to revive 
this languishing^ but important branch 
of trade, 

" A close connexion," he observes^ ** vnA 
tlic cmpu'c of Mai'occo is of the greatest 
irnportancc to Great RnUim, boOi m a po- 
litical and commercial point of view ; for 
besides the vurions articles of trade al- 
itady enumerated, it aftbrds ample sup- 
plies of provisioiui ; and if a fiiendlyi]]- 
tercouj'sc between the two nations wert 
finuly established, we siiould never hav» 
any difficulty in victualling' not only Gib- 
raltar, but also all our different fleets 
which cruise in the Mediterranean, anA 
on the northern coast of Africa; a resource 
which, in tl»e pi*esenb state of thing;*, cef^ 
tainly merits the serious attention of thi« 
country. The advantages of a trade witbi 
this empire must be evident, from what 
has been detailed in the preceding pagxis, 
where it will be seen that nearly the -aftofe 
iif the ejtpart9 to Morocco c^nmtts o/mmtu- 
fucturcd :ff09iist und that tht^ ntsrmfar. 
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^^Mi iO^ entirely raw matrrialt, many of 
which are essentiRlly necessary in our ma- 
gufaclure." 

Greater advantages in point of trade 
than these) no country can hold forth ; 
and it is Mr. Jackson's opinion: 

** That we have it in our power, by pro- 
per representations and a judicious nego- 
tiation, to supply, through this channel, a 
^at part of the interiour of Africa with 
oar superflucMis manufactures, while we 
might receive in return many very valua- 
ble and useful articles ; such as oil of 
olives, bides, skins, almonds, gums, wax, 
filver, and g^ld ; in addition to which may 
be mentioned, oranges and lemons, of 
which a greater quantity might be pro- 
mredfrom two ports [Tetuan and Rabat] 
in the empire, than ia aiforded both by 
Spun and Portugal. The oranges of Te- 
tuan** he says " arc the finest in the world, 
and are sold for eight drahims, or about 
%», 6d per thousand. In shoi-t, nothing 
ii wanting to secure a most extensive and 
lucrative trade with Marocco, but an 
established friendship between the two 
aations, streng^ened by a mutual return 
of good •ffices and attentions. Indeed," 
be adds, ** the present emperour, Muley 
Soliman, may be said to have made over- 
tarea of this nature.'* 

The fact 1 find to be as follows. 
Muley Soliman, the reig:ning mo- 
narchy who is better versed in the 
laws of the Koran, than any man in 
Msempirey and in his nature more 
merciful than any of the antecedent 
soTercigns of Marocco, wrote a letter 
with his own hand to his majesty 
•QrkLftgy which aAer being sent to 
•he universities for interpretation, 
was rendered into English by the au- 
thor of this volume, and we presume 
has been answered. In this imperial 
tetter, Mtiley Soliman, addressing his 
aaajesty by the sacred title of euitarif 
pays him the highest respect that 
ever was offered by a Mooselman to 
a Christian king. 

In the twenty-four first pages of 
this work, the author gives a geo- 
graphical account of the four grand 
mvisions of the empire of Marocco, 
viz. northern^ central, southern, and 
eastern. 

In the northern divinon, we find 
the towns of Fez, Meqtnnas^ Tetuan, 
Tangier, uid many others, whose 
names are not fm fitmittar to iia» This 



province extends along the shores of 
the Mediterranean sea, and abounds 
in corn and cattle. The vicinity of 
Tetuan produces (as has been alrca* 
dy observed) the most delicious 
oranges in the world ; figs, grapesi 
melons, apricots, plums, strawber* 
ries, apples, pears, pomegranates^ 
citrons, lemons, limes, and the re- 
freshing fruit of the opuntia, or 
prickly pear. It has forests of oak| 
cork, and other valuable trees of large 
growth. Hemp, cotton of a superiotir 
quality, honey, wax, gum Arabick, 
and the tobacco called Mequinasi, so 
much esteemed for making snufif. 

In the central division are the towns 
of Marocco, Safiee, and the port of 
Mogodor. This fine province abounds 
in horses and homed cattle. The 
horses of Abda are of the roost select 
breed in the country. The goats are 
innumerable, and their skins form a 
principal article of exportation from 
the port of Mogodor.. The moun* 
tains of Haha produce the famous 
wood called Arar, new to this coun^ 
try, which is proof against rot or the 
worm* 

In the southern district, Suse is 
considered as the most extensive» 
and, excepting in grain, the richest 
province of the empire. The olive, 
almond, date, orange, grape, and all 
the other fruits of the northern pro- 
vinces abound here, particularly about 
Terodant, the capital of Suse ; and 
according to our author's accountt 
there is not, perhaps, a finer climate- 
in the world than that of Suse, in 
which province he resided at Aga* 
deer or Santa Cruz. The sugar-cane 
grows spontaneously about Terodant; 
cotton, indigo, gum, and various 
kinds of medicinal herbs are pro- 
duced, and the stick liquorice in pro- 
fusion. Wax in great quantity, the 
.gums euphorbium, sandrac and amiH 
rad> wild thyme, worm-seed, orriss 
root, orchilla weed, and coloquinth ; 
antimony, saltpetre of a superiotir 
quality, copper, and silver are here 
found ; the two latter in abuodao^ 
about £lala and in Shtvk^ic 
s s 
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teem to be seatet! \n the breadth and 
Btren^h of his chest, which is two 
spans between his fore-legs ; thesey 
though extremely fine in bone, are 
uncommonly strong in sinew, and hi§ 
swiftness and durability exceed those 
of the common barb almost in the 
tame degi*ee, as the sebayee exceeds 
the common camel. The arab em- 
ploys him chiefly in hunting the os- 
trich, a sport in which he is particu- 
larly expert. The motion of this 
little speedy animal is uneasy to an 
unpractised rider. He is very low in 
the crest, and carries his head straight 
out, and so tucked t^ (as the jockey 
phrase is) that he must be girted 
round the breast. The Scheik Abyd 
Allah, a familiar friend of Mr. Jack- 
son, rode one of these horses from 
Mogodor\o Santa Cruz, which is 
not less than a hundred English miles, 
between the dawn of day and four 
o'clock in the afternoon. My author 
also informs me, that upon meeting 
this Scheik on the sands of Mogodor^ 
so mounted, and being challenged Co 
try the speed of his Barbary horse, 
which was one of the finest in that 
country, fifteen hands and a half 
high, the Scheik upon his desert gal- 
loway gave him a start of one hundred 
yards in the distance of about one 
mile, and soon passed him with a 
Telocity that put all competition of 
speed instantly out of question. 

The Arabs, who inhabit the culti- 
vated spots, called Oasis, in the de- 
sert, where this horse is bred, feed 
him upon camel's milk, to which he 
becomes so attached as to reject all 
0iher sustenance, even water; and 
when brought to Marocco, which 
sometimes happens, be falls away-— 
<< and if obliged ultimately from hun- 
ger, to eat barley and straw, the Moor- 
ish provender, he recovers, gradually 
fills up, and becomes handsome to 
the ught, but loses entirely his usual 
speed.*' Nay, he does more than 
thisy for Mr. Jackson quotes an in- 
stance within his knowledge, of Alkaid 
Omar ben Daudy, an Arab of Raham- 
menah, and govemour of Mogodor^ 



^ who had two Saharawtti holMS li 
bis stables [horses of the desert] ani 
finding it inconvenient to feed them 
constantly on camel's milk, he re- 
solved to try them on the usual foo4 
given to Barbary horses. He accord* 
ingly had their food gradually changed^ 
and in a short time fed them altogof 
ther with barley, and occasionallf 
wheat and straw. They grew &tf 
and looked better than biefore; but 
they lost their speed, and soon after* 
wards died, as if nature had desi ned 
them to be appropriated solely to that 
district, whose arid and extensivs 
plains render their use essentially ae* 
cessary." 

If Mr. Jackson's famous barb was 
as speedy as one of our profest ruo- 
ning hoi*ses, tlie experiment of his 
match with the Scheik Abyd Allah 
might tempt our gentlemen of ths 
turf to speculate upon an iraportatiom 
of one of these Sh'rabah Er*rechs, 
or wind suckers, accompanied with 
a nursery of camels, and an Arab 
for his training groom and rider. His 
breed, however, might be attainablef 
and an object, perhaps, which some 
may think worthy of the experiment. 

^^ Gold and silver mines are found 
in several parts of the empire of 
Marocco, particularly about Messa, 
in. the province of Suse." Of these 
the emperour had caused some to b^ 
destroyed from reasons of policy, mhI 
others, particularly one Tery rich m 
ttlver, which being utuated beljr«€A 
two clans, who were continually 
fighting for It) was rendered of no 
use to either. Iron, copper, and lead 
ore, saltpetre, sulphur, and antimony, 
of the finest quality are in great 
abundance, and ^^ vast quantities of 
salt are conveyed by the Akkabas to 
Soudan, where nooe is produced, sad 
on that account is so valuable at Tim- 
buctoo, that a pound weight is fre- 
quently bartered for an ounce of gold 
dust." To that city, the great em* 
porium of central Africa, where im.- 
mense treasures of gold are amassed, 
and which is as yet unvisited- by asf 
European adventurer, the curiosiv 
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fected. 

The caravans of Marocco, Fez, 
Tunis, Algier, Tripoli, .Egypt, &c. 
jhave, from time immemorial, carried 
on a very extensive and lucrative 
trade with Timbuctoo, across the 
great desert Sahara, between the 
months of September and April in* 
elusive. From Fezi the distance 
may be reckoned at fifteen hundred 
aniles, S.S.£« 

** The articles transported by the com- 
pany of merchants trading from Fez to 
Timbuctoo, are principallv as follows: 
Various kinds of German linens, viz. pla- 
tillas, muans, brettanias, muslkis of di& 
ferent qualities, particulai*ly muls, Irish 
Bnens, cambricks, fine cloths of particu- 
lar colours, coral beads, amber beads, 
pearls, Bengal raw silk, brass nails (in 
^eat request) coffee, fine hyson teas, 
refined sugar, and various manufactures 
#f Fez and Tafilelt, viz. shawls and sasheB 
#f silk and gold, fiayks of silk, of cotton 
and silk mixed, of cotton and of wool ; 
also an immense quantity ^f (hayk filelly) 
Tafilelt hayks, a particularly Ught and fine 
imanufjcture of that place, and admirably 
adapted to the climate of Soudan ; to these 
may be added red woollen caps, the ge- 
nend covering of the head, turbans, Ita- 
Ban silks, nutmegs, cloves, ginger, and 
pepper, Venetian beads, cowries, and a 
considerable quantity of tobacco and salt, 
the produce of Barbary and Bled-el-jer- 
-t^de." 

The returns made for these arti- 
cles by the traders at Timbuctoo, 
consist in gold dust, tAvisted rings of 
Wanj^ra of pure gold, gold rings 
wrought at Jinnie, where they make 
irarious trinkets of such workmanship 
as Would he difficult to imitate either 
in England or France, bars of gold, 
elephant's teeth, gum of Soudan, 
grains of Sahara [called by us grains 
of paradise] odoriferous gums of ex- 
quinite perfume, for the purposes of 
fomigation* 9iave» in great number j 
broui^ht from the regions which bor- 
der on the JtW>el Kumra. or Mountains 
of the Moon(so called from their white 
or lunar colour) a chain, which, with 
little or no intermission, runs through 
tiie cominent of Africa horn west to 
«afit. vl^ from Aasoitee in the west to 
Abjrssiaia in the cast^whiisl the 



finest ostikti feathers and afnAei^tria 
are collected by the caravans in their 
passs^e on the confines of the desert. 

As the caravans perform their 
stated daily joumies over this track* 
less waste, they direct their course 
to certain well known hospitable spots^ 
interspersed like islands in theoceani 
called Oasi's, or Wahsi^s, which are 
inhabited, cultivated, and of amaung 
fertility and luxuriance ; in these the 
dhravans halt about seven days, for 
the purpose of feeding, refreshing 
their camels, and recruiting their 
water skins* 

There is no reason why any Euro* 
pean traveller might not safely attach 
himself to one of these accumulated 
caravans^ and visit Timbuctoo, pro- 
vided only that he had made himself 
a master of the western Arabick ; aa 
indispensable accomplishment, which 
I understand Mungo Parke to have 
been deficient in, and of course un- 
qualified for the task he undertook* 

The caravans perform the traverse 
of the desert, including their sojourn* 
ments at the watering places, in about 
one hundred and thirty days, going 
at the rate of three miles and an half 
an hour, and travelling seven hours 
a day. Out of these one hundred 
and thirty, they rest seventy-five 
days, which leaves fifty-five days for 
actual travelling, and from these data 
the reader may easily make a loose 
computation of the distance. It is 
practicable, however, for caravans to 
perform this journey in much less 
time, and there is a note [p. 241] 
in which Mr. Jackson says, ^ That 
when he had a commercial establish- 
ment at Agadeer, he himself received 
a caravan of gum Soudan from Tim- 
buctoo in eighty-two days." 

As the slaves of Wangara and 
Houssa, purchased by the caravans 
at Timbuctoo, are sold on their re- 
turn to the Moors and Arabs of Barba* 
ry, it is clear that there is a traiBck for 
the human species carried on between 
inhabitants of the same continent, in 
which no European nation, or evet^ 
indiwdual, j|3nqg^,;rhiBtraf^ 
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fick is of y^b antlquitf, h>n^ aDte- 
cedent lo any Euro(>ean practice of 
tliac reproachful nature. So far, 
therefore, as it may have contamP 
fiated the character of the Christian 
O'ader, he has to piead in extenuation 
of his errour, that he was the last to 
begin, and the first to leave it off. 

The territory of Timbuctoo, as de« 
scribed by Mr. Jackson, 
. " May be said to extend northward to 
tlie confines of Sahara, or the Desert,, a 
tract of country about ninety miles in 
bicadth ; the western bound arj' is one 
hundred and thirty miles west of the city, 
and the eastern extends to the Bahar Sou- 
dan, or the Sea of Soudan, which is a 
lake formed bytlie Nile lil Abeedc, whose 
opposite shore is not discernible. On its 
0]»posite or eastern shore, begins the ter- 
ritory of the white people, tUnominated 
by the Arabs N'sarrnth, Christians, or 
followers of »lesu8 of Nazai*eth. South 
of the river is another territory of immense 
extent, the boundaiy of which extends to 
Lamleni, or Melii, winch latter is report- 
ed to be inhabit'd by one of the lost or 
missing tribes of Isriel." 

The city of Timbuctoo wrmld fur- 
nish to the traveller a most interest- 
ing: spectacle, forasmuch as it is re- 
sorted to by tri»ders from all the 
ueitjhbouring nations, who enjoy per- 
fect security of property and person, 
"with unlimited toleration as to their 
relipfious worship, of whatever de- 
scription that may chance to be. The 
city is about twelve miles in circum- 
ference, and without walls. The 
bouses are on one floor, spacious, 
and the apartments lighted by doors, 
that open into an interiour sqtiare ; 
the inhabitant not requiriu}:^ the ac- 
commodation of a window, whilst the 
climate never reminds him of the 
inconvenience of an open door. The 
women are extremely handsome, and 
the men pi*oport ton ably jealous. In 
every other respect they are hospita- 
ble, splendid, and particularly pride 
themselves in their attention to stran- 
j^ers. What, then, has a Eui-opean 
to fear in such a community, and 
where can he be so entirely lo his 
heart's content, as in a country whose 
mines of p^old are intxhausul)Ie, and 
\vl;crc evtvv lliini^ iic bL'us und louche 



es, and can tiA:e away witli Wkat, hA 
that precious metal, the very- object 
he adores, the crown of all his wishes^ 
the reward of all his travel, the first 
and last great ruling passion of his 
heart? - 

The name of the rich and potent 
monarch, who governed Timbuctoo^ 
in the year 1800, and was iioverei^ 
oi Bambari*a, was Woolo. He is 
native of the country, and, like his 
people, black. Hia usual residence 
is in the neighbouring city of Jinnid) 
though he has three palaces at Tim- 
buctoo, which are said to contain an 
immense quantity of gold ; and for- 
tunate it is for Woolo, that his sur- 
rounding deserts are such an impassa- 
ble harrier, else his black army of 
five hundred thou sand- negroes would 
hardly serve to keep certain maraud- 
ing white men from unfurnishing 
those palaces, whose stores are so 
much more tempting to the plunder- 
er than the statues and pictures of 
Italy and Spain. Still there are ave- 
nues, by which commerce may ap- 
pi*oach and reach him, and as he 
will weigh gold even against salt, 
when there is a dearth of that ne- 
cessary in his country, we have only 
to find those avenues, and his hoards 
at Timbuctoo will gradually n»elt 
away iulo general circulation. The 
chmaie of tnis yet unvisited city, is^ 
salubrious in the extreme, which is 
more than men bargain for^ when 
they go to a country that abounds in 
gold. The sexes raai*ry early, for 
they are in the latitude of 16° 40 'j 
and the natives, as well as those who 
have resided there any considerable 
time, 4iave a suavity of manners, 
not to be observed on the northern 
side of the desert. There are seve^ 
ral large caravanseras^ or houses o£ 
apcommodation for travellers in Tim* 
buctoo, where they will find lodging 
for themselves and tiieir cutlle, till 
betier pix) vision can be made for their 
estabiishmencf 

1 particularly recommend the fol* 
lowing extract to the attention of rof 
readers. 
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'* It lias been said, that tkere is m ex* 
t^Ottive library at Timbuctoo, consisting 
of manuscripts in u character dificringf 
from tljc Arabick. This 1 am inclined to 
think has orij^inated in tbe fertile imag-i- 
nation of some poet, or perhaps some 
Arab or Moor, who, wtljing- to indulge at 
tfie expense of European curiosity, has fa- 
biicated such a stor>'. In dXL my inquiries 
during many years, I never heard of any 
sur h library at Timbuctoo. The state li- 
$ru vy^ -which is composed for the moat part of 
mtmiu!ci'ipt9 in the Jlrabichy cr/ntidna a few 
Bebrewy and perhapt ChaltUtick boohs ; 
nmonfftt the Jirabich it it probable thei^ are 
many tratutkitioiis from (ireek and Latin 
mtthora at present ir.iknown to Europcaits.*' 
[P. 257.] 

It seems by this account that there 
is a state library, and probably many 
Arabick translations of Greek and 
Latin authors hitherto unknown. 
How much, therefore, is it to be re- 
gretted that Mr. Jackson, qualified 
as he is by his perfect knowledge of 
Arabick, had not found leisure and 
ambition to visit and examine this 
library, which perhaps contains a 
treasure richer and more valuable to 
the enlightened world, than all the 
golden palaces, which the negro mo- 
narch of Bambarru has in his pos- 
session I 

The path seems open to adventure, 
and the lime may come, when those 
who send foith missionaries to ex- 
plore those interesting regions, will 
recollect, that when a traveller can- 
not speak the language of the country 
he is in, he will gain very little in- 
formation from the people that inha- 
bit it. 

It is asserted that the mines belong- 
ing to the sultan Woolo are so pure, 
that lumps of virgin goW arc con- 
stantly found of several ounces iti 
weight. These mines are workerf 
by the negroes of Bambarra, who 
are thereby made extremely nch, 
*^ for all pieces of ore, which they 
take from the mines, not weighing 
twelve tnizams, or about two ounces, 
become a perquisite to themselves, 
as a remnneration for their labour, 
and all pieces of a greater "Wcit^ht 



belong to the sultan, and aite deposit- 
ed in his before mentioned palaces.** 
I shall now conclude by giving the 
substance of certain passages, ex- 
tremely curious, which relate to the 
river near Timbuctoo, which is called 
the Nile el Abecde, or Nile of the 
Negroes. In the inteiiour of Africa, 
and amongst the rich traders, who 
engage in this trafiick across the con- 
tinent, there is but one opinion with 
regard to the Nile of Egypt and the 
Nile of Timbuctoo, and that opinion 
is, that they are one and the same 
river, or rather that the latter is the 
western branch of the former. The 
source of the Nile of Timbuctoo is 
at the foot of the western branch of 
the chain of mountains called Jibbcl 
Kumra, where it forms a inerjoy or 
swamp. The copious springs, which 
throw the water up with great force, 
are very numei*ous, and are found 
on both sides of the mountain, that 
is on the eastern as well as on the 
western side. That these streams 
communicate with each other is an 
opinion so general, that the Africans 
express their astonishment, whenever 
the Europeans dispute the fact, and 
assert that it is a folly to doubt what the 
ex|>erience of succeeding ages has 
demonstrated to be true. That the 
Nile of Timbuctoo communicates 
with Cairo, has been ascertained to a 
certainty by a party of seventeen ne- 
groes of Jinnie, who proceeded tlu- 
ther in a canoe, on a commercial 
speculation, and reached Caii-o, after 
a trafficking voyage of fourteen 
months, who reported that there arc 
twelve hundred cities and towns, \\\x\\ 
mosques or towers in them, between 
Timbuctoo and Cairo, built on or 
near the banks of the Nile el Abcede 
and the >«ile Massar, or in other 
words the Nile of Soudan and the 
Nile of Egypt. Precisely w here they 
join is not ascertained, or, more pro- 
perly speaking, has not come to the 
knowledge of my author. The Nilf 
el Abeede being the .greater, and 
running tlirough a Urger Irurt of 



Digitized 



byVjUVJVtC 



tm 



9&LBCT BSVIBWa 



country thtn the NUe Cham, or Nile 
Massar, is called Nile el Kabeer, the 
greater Nile; the Nile of Egypty 
however) is not called the lesser NUey 
but always, as above, the Nile Cham, 
or Nile Wassar ; Cham being the 
Arabick name for Egypt, when united 
to Syria and other countries The 
Nile el Abeede overflows in the 
same manner as the Nile of Egypt, 
when the stm enters Cancer. At 
Kabra near Timbuctoo^ it becomes 
a very large stream* River horses 
and crocodiles are found in it, and 
the country contiguous to its south* 



em banks it covered with Ibrests of 

primeval growth, in which are maaf 
trees of great size and beauty. Thesc^ 
forests abound with elephants of an 
enormous size. 

I now close my imperfect rq^iew 
of thw very interesting work, which 
I earnestly recommend to my rea« 
ders, not doubting but they wi{l find 
it altogether as worthy of their study 
and attention, as the Swedish literati 
have of theirs, who, as I am well in« 
formed, %re preparing a translation 
in the Swedish language at the utA* 
versity of Upsala near Stockholm. 



FROH THB MONTHLY REVIEW. 



A Poetical Picture of America, bcinff Observations made during a Residence of se- 
veral Years at Alexandria and Norfolk, in Virginia ; Illustrative of the Manners and 
Customs of the Inhabitants : interspersed with Anecdotes, arising from a general 
Intercourse witli Society in that Country, from the year 1799 to t807/ By a L*d/. 
]2mo. 4«. 1809. 



A iMcture of America in doggerel 
rhymes, but not a poetical picture ; 
unless this epithet be taken in a sense 
which the fair writer, we suppose, 
cannot mean. We are very modestly 
told that " no muse is invoked ;** and 
as the lady seems to have no acguain- 
tance whatever on the forked hill, we 
should have commended her pru- 
dence had she abstained from any 
trespass on the manor of the muses, 
and confined herself to the plains of 
humble prose. Nothing is gained by 
lazy and hobbling rhymes, except it 
be, the amusement of the reader at 
the expense of the author ; for it is 
impossible, when verse is execrably 
bad, to refrain from laughing at it, 
whether the subject be the travels or 
eveu the sorrows of a lady. For 
example : 
«* Unwilling serious thoughts to check, 
I took a place upon the deck." 
Further on, we contemplate the 
lady at her ease, regardless even of 
the restraints of rhyme : 
" We'd time enough to look aifovt, 
The wind grew slack— -the mate had 

tport.** 
The state of society in Alexandria 
jb thus depicted :. 



** Such dull stupidity was there 
I thought it seemed exceeding* clear 
That Uiose who chose to live and Mta^ 
In this same Alexandria^ 
Must ieed on air, or for a treat. 
Their household furniture soon cat." 
At Norfolk, the lady promenaded 
to *' see the lions :" 

" The weather fine, I walked about 
To sec the towTi, and view the fon/* 
To open our eyes respecting the 
supposed cheapness of living in Ame- 
rica, it is hifited 
•* That living is not near so low 
As people hope wiien first they go.** 
Sometimes the lady ^ cares not t 
pin" for grammar, when it opposes 
the formation of a rhyme ; though, 
in general, she is not very nice i» 
this latter respect :• 

" Sometimes the young* men smart «/- 

pearB 
And some lo<A. weU spite of their cars.* 
In allusion to female resources in 

America, we are presented with this' 

aomehowing couplet : 
" As money must be had somehow. 
There every lady hat a cow.** 

* In one piece, vplk is seleeted as a 
rhyme to tMihk^ 
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* The commodhies tHth which the 
Aarkets in Virginia are supplied 
*♦ make a fi^re^* in these elegant 
lines: , 
*• The mutton tolerably fat. 
Th^ veal ais lean as any cat^'* 
** Small: birds that every t»*te may hit 
Tliey bring fnnn bjiackbirds to tom-tit." 



" The other crabs vqu cheap may bwy 
Eighteen for four pence halfpenny/* 

We arc very glad to see that tliis 
book is primed by subscription; since 
benevolence is certainly better than 
taste ! 



FROM THE BRITISH CHITlCk. 

ta Fete dc la Eose ; or the Dramatick Flowers ; a Holydav Present for Young Peo- 
ple. By Mrs. B. Hoole. 24to. pp. 22. 6j. 1S09. 



We have read these verses with 
angular pleasure ; and young peoplei 
in their holydays, may be delightfully 
amused by them. A walk in^ the 
garden, with this book in the hand, 
will be a very intei-esting entertain- 
ment. The rose, queeu of flowers, 
designed to give di feast to her friends ; 
following the example oibirdsy beasts^ 
aad insects ; but the lilly persuades 
her to have a theatre placed upon the 
kMrn, and a tragedy performed, with 
a jKUitomime following. Many of 
our readers, we think, will readily 
t^y fiit a sight of the tragedy, in- 
terlude, pantomime, and concluding 
banquet, if we treat them with a 
view of the theatre, 
"Ob a hill, near the lawn, with pale vio- 
lets o'ergrown. 
The queen in full majesty sat on her 

throne ; 
In a robe of pink satin this Venus was 

drest. 
And a diamond of dew glittered Jitight on 

her breast : 
A mantle of green moss around her was 
• bom, 

To soften the radiance it could not adorn ; 
Behind her as guards, the tall /io/t^-oaA-« 

stood. 
The carnation sat near her, a prince of the 

•blood} 
The white rose, and damask too, eluded 

their high stations, 
As peers of tlie realm, and as royal rela- 
tions ; 
For supporters the Ulach and jestamine 

came. 
And the flesile laburnum bowed low to the 
dame j 



But geranium declared it was his place to 

stand 
Earl marshal, by heirship, at majesty's 

hand ; 
And the nwrtle, with blossoms all white 

as a bride. 
Placed herself with great modesty, close 

by his side. . ^ .• 

Then powdered attricula headed his cou- 
sins, 
CovfsUp, primrose^ and poluanth, walking 

by dozens. 
The flaunting ranunculua, yellow and red^ 
By the gentle anemone softly was led ; 
Rich atocka of all ages, behind them were 

placed, 
*GayJifnA:» intermingled with infinite taste ; 
ConrooLvolua opened her eyes on the scene. 
And monkshood a moment forgX)t all liis 

spleen. 
The marygold gaudy, and love in a mist. 
With larkspur and hyacinth, shone in the 

list ; 
Mezereon was there in his jacket of red, 
Aftd pining narcissus, still liang^ng his 

head; 
His dashing relation, the daffodil came. 
With sprightly miss Jonqtdl, a sweet scent- 
ed dame ; 
Poor eharity too, in her boddice of blue ; 
And low-bred nasturtiunu whom nobody 

knew. 
Though none were inN^ted some cbxcomba 

where there, 
■ And London-pridQ sitnpered to see them 

appear ; 
The sweet-briar and ha-wthom united to 

screen, 
From vulgar intrusion the throne of their 

queen ; 
But in spite of their thorns 'twas beset at 

all hours, 
Bv elegant creepers, ajid pq^nite flowers." 
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FROM THE LITERARY PANORAMA 

Aw Krie^9piel, ^c. The Game of War. Pamphlet. 8vo. London, 1809. 



THIS game is founded on the prin- 
ciple^ that in war success does not 
always depend on the excellence and 
valour of the troops, but much more 
frequently on Ihe combination of 
inarches, and on a judicious disposi- 
tion of the different corps of which 
the army is composed. The ancient 
wars, the modern wars in general, 
and, es^jecially, the military events 
that look place in Germany at the 
clo^e of 1805, have corroborated this 
principle, and have suggested the 
idea of this game, which, by uniting 
amusement with utilicy, offers to mi- 
Jitary men an instructive recreation, 
by imitatinp: on a map, or plan of any 
kind, the movements of two opposing 
armies, and, in which the intention is, 
to reduce the adversary, by skilful 
combinations of tacticks and by taking 
all advantages, to give up the game. 

This game has three distinct re- 
commendations: 1. It is much easier 
to learn than chess: 2. It is more in- 
teresting : 3. It is, especially, more 
instructive to any one who is study- 
ing the art of war: because the same 
principles are adopted in playing at 
it as in real operations in the field, 
and thereby the party becomes fa- 
miliarized with great manoeuvres, 
and learns to derive advantages from 
topographical plans, which have al- 
ways considerable influence on the 
motions of armies, and the positions 
taken by troops. 

The implements for this game are, 
a large map, to represent an exten- 
sive district, and a box with figures, 
which are disposed according to the 
rules of the game annexed. The 
combination is such, that it may be 
played on any map, provided those 
who play a^ree beforehand on the 
different roads, the extent of marches, 
and the strength of the position ; — 
the better to explain these points, 
they are settled on a map that is 
given with the materials for playing 
at this game. 



To this character of " the game of 
war,** for which we are beholden to a 
foreign journalist, we would add, that 
an officer in command is more fre- 
quently at a loss to discern the inten- 
tions of his adversary, than to frus- 
trate them, when detected, before' 
they are put in execution. The plans 
laid by two ingenious players, for the 
movements of their troops, would 
suggest many resources, of which 
though only one could be executed, 
several might have merit. The habit 
of promptitude and decision, yet of 
selection, after having compared dif- 
ferent plans in the mind, could not 
but be strengthened by a friendly 
opposition of this nature. And the 
after thoughts of what should hafc 
been done, under existing circum- 
stances, are much inferiour sourcei 
of anxiety to the mind of the comba- 
tant, than a wrong order given while 
countermarching in presence of the 
enemy. 

Chess is generally understood to 
have been conceived in the same 
spirit as this *' game of war." It 
consists in the attack and defence of 
the sovereign powers of two countries, 
whose dominions are divided by a 
river. Many famous generals have 
desired that their officers should be 
familiar with the chess board: and 
for the same reason we have thought 
this article deserving of a place in our 
work- 
When Christina, queen of Swe- 
den, was on her journey to Rome, 
she visited the French academy, and 
desired them to proceed in the allot- 
ted business of the evening, that she 
might enjoy their conversation. It 
proved to be the revision of certain 
articles of their dictionary of ibc 
French language. 

The phrase under discufssion was: 
" War is the game of Kings." The 
president apologized for the subject, 
as being merely accidental, and intend- 
ing no re%|rtfe%on crowned heads. 
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Tbe queen onlf laushed, and ex- 

Sreased sentiments which have been 
appily rendered by our x>oet Cowper : 

'* War is a gune^ which were their subjects 

wise, 
Kings should not play at." 

Nevertheless^ in a case like the 
present, we give leave even to sub- 
jects to play at it, as the result of the 
conflict need inspire no remorse. 
Perhaps some among the great body 



of officers in our island might derive 
profit, in a military sense, from this 
amusement: and though we must re- 
gret the necessity that renders the 
profession of war honourable, yet, 
while that necessity continues (and 
we see no hope of its being removed) 
the advantages to be derived from 
studying it as a science must be more 
than tolerated: they must be com- 
mended. 



FROM THE MONTHLY HBVIEW. 

Sermons to Young Ladies. By James Fordyce, D. !>. PhilaSelph'ia, republished by 

Mathew Carey, 1809. 



THE author of these sermons is 
certainly a man of taste and genius ; 
and what is still greater praise, he 
appears to have a warm and generous 
concern for the best interests of hu- 
manity. His style, his manner, the 
observations he makes, plainly show 
that he knows the world ; that he has 
carefully studied, and is well ac- 
quainted with the human heart; and 
that he is possessed of every qualifi- 
cation necessary to execute the im- 
portant ta^k he has undertaken.— 
There are, indeed, to the best of our 
recollection, no compositions of this 
kind in the English language, in 
which are to be found greater delica- 
cy of sentiment, correctness of ima- 
gination, elegance of taste, 6r that 
contain such genuine pictures of life 
and manners. 

The author's style of preaching 
is entirely new, having never, as far 
as we know, been before attempted. 
It requires uncommon talents to suc- 
ceed in it: and he has succeeded to 
admiration. His design is to improve 
the most amiable and most agreeable 
part of the creation, for whose best 
interests he professes an unfeigned 
regard and fervent zeal. He enter- 
tains the highest idea of tbeir impor- 
tance and destination ; considers them 
not in that debasing light in which 
they are too often considered, as 
formed only to be domcstick drudges, 



and the slaves of our pleasures: but 
as intended to be reasonable and 
agreeable companions, faithful and 
affectionate friends, the sweetners and 
the charm of human life; in a word, 
as designed to soften our hearts, and 
polii>h our manners. Though nature, 
observing the same distinction here, 
as in the more delicate frame of their 
bodies, has, in his opinion, formed 
the faculties of their minds less vigo- 
rous than those of men, yet she has 
bestowed upon them, he thinks, a 
greater sensibility of heart, and 
sweetness of temper; a nicer and 
quicker discernment of characters ; a 
more lively faocy ; and a greater de- 
licacy of taste and sentiment. 

Attend, then, to his instructions, 
ye fair I He addresses you in the 
character of an affectionate brother; 
and you will find him a discreet guar- 
dian, a prudent counsellor, a faithful 
friend, and a rational companion. 
Hearken to him, and he will teach 
you how to captivate the heart of 
every virtuous beholder— how to 
spread a lustre round your persons 
superiour to that of all the diamonds 
in the universe— how to enrich and 
adorn your understanding— how to 
enjoy solitude— how to shine in con- 
versation without designing it — how 
to inspire a mixture of complacence 
and reject— how to unite decency 
and sense with mirth .and joy. Take 
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bim for four gtiide, and he will lead 
you from the wide and dangerous 
walks of idle amusement and dissipa- 
tion, from the gay and fluttering 
scenes of/ vanity, into the peaceful 
and delightful paths of knowledge, 
genuine beauty, and elegance. He 
will show you how to escape disho- 
nour and remorse, reproach and ri- 
dicule: and prove, that sense and 
capacity, joined to meekness and 
modesty, are exempted from the con- 
dition of every thing else; which is, 
to lose its influence, when it loses its 
novelty. Attend to him, and he will 
teach you to cultivate genuine worth 
instead of artificial forms; to practice 
undissembled sweetness, instead of 
fictitious courtesy; to level the fantas- 
tick structures of pride, and to raise on 
their ruins the plain and modest, but 
pleasing and grateful fabrick of 
meekness and humility. He will show 
you the difference between flattery 
and approbation, between smiles and 
attachment. He will direct you in 
the choice oi your companions and 
diversions ; how to guard against the 
follies of your own sex, and the arts of 
ours. He will teach you to despise, or 
rather to pity, the futility of those 
frivolous fbps, those empty, conceit- 
ed, and insignificant danglers, tliat 
are to be seen, in such numbers, in 
every place of pubhck resort — whose 
capacity reaches no higher than flat- 
tering every young woman they see, 
into good humour, by telling her 
perpetually, how handsome, and how 
fine she is. 

He will teach you to dread and 
to guaixl with the utmost caution 
against those cool, complimental, 
smobth tongued libertines — those sly, 
insinuating) insidious deceivers, who 



have steeled their breasts by system, 
whom the boasted principles of infi- 
delity has raised to a glorious" con- 
tempt of all laws, human and divine, 
delivered from the vulgar conceit of 
immortality, and enabled to conquer 
the little weaknesses of nature, with 
the ignoble prejudices of education: 
and such wily wretches, such obdu- 
rate and flagitious offenders, he as- 
sures you, abound every where.— 
Listen then to this faithful and kind 
monitor, and he will convince you, 
that your safety lies in retreat and 
vigilance, in sobriety and prudence* 
in virtuous friendship and rational 
conversation : in domeslick, elegant, 
and intellectual accomplishments, ia 
the guardianship of Omnip<»tence, 
which can only be obtained by true 

RSLIGION. 

Such, and many more such, are 
the important lessons this excellent 
preacher will teach you ; nor docs he 
approach you, ye fair ones, with loi 
austere countenance, or an awful so- 
lemnity. On the contrary, his aspect 
is cheerful and sprightly; he is no less 
entertaining than he is instructive; 
he thinks those persons, strangers to 
ti-ue wisdom, who suppose her mo- 
nitions incompatible with cheerful 
images or joyful ideas; and he is too 
well acquainted with the human 
mind, to hope to reform its errours 
without conciliating its affections, or 
to imagine that the tutoring of terrortr 
alone, as he expresses himself, will 
produce the love of goodness. Happy 
the mothers who follow his maxims, 
in forming the taste and manners of 
their daughters ! happy, thrice hap- 
py, the daughters, who are blessed 
with such mothers^ 



FROM THE MONTHLY MAGAZINE FOR JULY, 1809. 



SOME expectation was raised in 
the publickmind from the ^^Batchelor^* 
of Mr. Moore, better known by the 
name of Jnacreon Moore; but it 



would be difficult, even amid the 
mass of modem publications, t» point 
out one so destitute of every qualifi* 
cation to render it worthy of notice. 
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The foDowing is an account of a hunting match in Athol, for tlie entertiuntnent of 



•Mary, Queen of Scots, extracted from 
Harp." 

I SHALL give it in the words of an 
eye-witness. " I had a sight of a very 
extraordinary sport. In the year 1563, 
the earl of Athol, a prince of the 
blood-royal, had, with much trouble 
and vast expense, provided a hunt- 
ing match for the entertainment of 
our most illustrious and most gra- 
cious queen. Our people call this a 
royal hunting. I was then a young 
man, and was present on that occa- 
sion. Two thousand Highlanders 
were employed to drive to the hunt- 
ing ground all the deer from the 
woods and hills of Athol, Badenoch, 
Marr, Murray, and the countries 
about. As these Highlanders use a 
light dress, and are very swift of foot, 
they went up and down so nimbly, 
that, in less than two months time, 
they brought together two thousand 
red deer^ besides roes and fallow 
deer. The queen, the great men, and 
a number of others, were in a glen, 
or narrow valley, when all these deer 
were brought before them; believe 
me, the whole body moved forward 
in something like battle order. This 
sig];)t still strikes me, and ever will 
strike me; (or they had a leader 
whom they followed close wherever 
he mov^. This* leader was a very 
fine stag, with a very high head. The 
sight delighted the queen very much, 
but she soon had cause for fear, upon 
the carl's (who had been from his 
early days acctetomed to such sights) 



' Gunn's Historical Inquiry respecting the 

addressing her thus : * Do you observe 
that stag who is foremost of the herd? 
There is danger from that stag; for 
if either fear or rage should force 
him from the ridge of that hijl, let 
every one look to himself for none 
of us will be out of the way of harm, 
as the rest will all follow this one; 
and having thrown us under foot, 
they will open a passage to the hill 
behind us.' What happened a mo- 
ment after, confirmed this opinion; 
for the queen ordered one of the best 
dogs to be let loose upon a wolf; 
this the dog pursues — the leading 
stag was frightened— he flies by the 
same way he had come there—the 
rest rush sdlter him, and break out 
where the thickest body of the High- 
landers was. They had nothing for it 
now but to throw themselves flat on 
the heath, and to allow the deer to 
pass over them. It was told the 
queen, that several of the Highland- 
ers had been wounded, and that two 
or thi*ee had been killed outright; 
and the whole body of deer had got 
ofl", had not the Highlanders', by 
their skill in hunting, fallen upon a 
stratagem, to cut ofl* the rear from 
the main body. It was of those that 
had been separated, that the queen's 
dogs, and those of the nobility, made 
slaughter. There was killed that day 
three hundred and sixty deer, with 
five wolves." 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE 

On the Conduct of Lady M. W. 



SIR, 

THE sensibility of lady Monta- 
gue is generally supposed to have 
been equal to her wit. A higher en- 
comium could scarcely be passed, for 
in wit she certainly was not inferiour 
to any of her sex. It is vdth reluc- 
iance that I point to lady Mary*s con- 
duct, in regard to Henry Fielding, as 
a proof that she could be disdainful 
and unfeeling ; but a just appreciation 
of characters, which are held forth 
for publick applause, is so necessary 
to the welfare of the moral worH, 
that my presumption in this particu- 
lar must need Uttle apology. 

Henry Fielding was second cousin 
to lady Montague, both being de- 
scended in the same degree from 
George Fielding, earl of Desmond. 
In addition to his claim on the score 
of affinity, Fielding's pretensions, as 
a gentleman and a wit, were assured- 
ly sifficient to entitle him to the 
same consideration bestowed on 
Pope; but these two writers appear 
to have been received by her ladyship 
in a very different mai.ner. Pope was 
admitted to an extreme of fami* 
liarity, and his letters are written in 
a correspondent train of confidence. 
Fielding waited at her door, as the 
poet attends his patron, and concludes 
a letter, which appears expressive of 
his usual manner to lady Mary, in 
these words: — ** I shall do myself the 
honour of calling at your ladyship's 
door to morrow, at eleven, which, if 
it be an improper hour, I beg to 
know from your servant what other 
lime will be more convenient." The 
man thus liable to rejection, and thus 
distant in mode of address, was her 
cousin^ and of liigh rank in letters; 
but he was necessitous. Pope, whose 
epistles denote the acknowledged 
consequence of the writer, and who 
could readily appoint the proper 
l>ours for the lady to call on him^ was 
rich. There lay the most important 
difference; for ladles of wit and ^en- 



UNIVERSAL MAGA.XIME. 

Montague towards H. Fielding. 

sibility, like the common world, arc 
fond, it seems, of a gilded toy. 

Throughout erery letter in which 
lady Mary mentions Fielding* she is 
entirely silent on the relationship that 
existed between them; and her lady- 
ship admired his talents; but then she 
knew his poverty. "Since I was 
bom," she observes in a letter to her 
daughter, ^^ no original has appeared, 
excepting Congreve and Fkldingi 
who would, I believe, have approach- 
ed nearer to his excellences if not 
forced by necessity to publish wiib- 
out correction, and throw many pr<v> 
ductions into the worlds he would 
have thrown into the fire, if meat 
could have been got without raoneyi 
or money without scribbling. The 
greatest virtue, justice, and the most 
distinguished prerogative of man« 
kind, writing, when duly executed, 
do honour to human nature ; b«t 
when degenerated into trades, are th€ 
tnost contemptible way of getting 
bread " 

Her ladyship regrets the death of 
Fielding, but merely as a writer, and 
as a beinij^ that relished existepccw-^ 
Lady Mary Wortlcy Montague ap- 
pears at one period to have been 
afraid, and at another ashamed, to 
own for a cousin the adthor of Tom 
Jones I " I am sorry," wxites lady 
Mary, " for H. Fielding's death, not 
only as I shall read no more of his 
writings, but I believe he lost more 
than others ; as no man .enjoyed life 
more than he did, though fbw had 
less reason to do so ; the highest of 
his preferment being raking in* the 
lowest sinks of vice and misery. His 
happy constitution ft (even when he 
had with great pains half demolished 
it) made him forget every thing when 
he was before a venison pasty, or over 
a flask of champaigne; and I am per- 
suaded he has known more ^ppy 
moments than any prJfice ujjon earth* 
His natural spirits gave him rapture 
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wiA his cooknnaid, and cheerfulness 
when he was starving in a garret" 
It may be averred that the dissipa- 
ted habits of Fielding rendered him 
ac improper intimate for a lady ; but 
still he was entitled to the considera- 
tion due to a relation and a man of « 
genius. The frequent low pleasures 
in which Fielding was accustomed to^ 
indulge may, perhaps, in some part, 
be attributed to the scantiness of his 
finances. Lady Montague was con- 



nected with many persmis of conse- 
quence and power. Through the me- 
dium of these she might have recom- 
mended her cousin to the notice of 
the court, and have given him an op- 
portunity of proving that he was as 
well calculated to be an honour to his 
family in point of general demeanour, 
as from poignancy of wit and fertility 
of imagination. 

I am, sir, your'S) fcc. 

J. N. B. 



TO THE EDITOR OW THf. MONTHLY MACAZINB. 



SIR, 

YOUR correspondent, Mr. Ban- 
namine's remarks on pastoral poetry, 
are very ingenious and entertaining. 
But I do not exactly agree with him 
in his opinion of Theocritus, aad 
other pastoral writer^. They deserved, 
I judge, better treatment* 

With respect to Shenstone's cele- 
brated ballad, I am one of those few, 
Hirho think with Mr. B. that a great 
part of it borders upon nonsense; in- 
asmuch as to render the whole ridi- 
culous. It is an excellent subject for 
the burlesque : and I really wonder 
that its namby-pamby strain should 
have tfceived praise from Johnson, 
and tMt it was never travestied be- 
fore ** the Devon and Cornwall Po- 
ets," thought proper to make merry 
with it. For the amusement of your 
readers, I shall insert in this place a 
few stanzas from the parody alluded 
to. After which, I must beg leave to 
recur to my first position, that Theo- 
critus " deserved better treatment.'* 

In reading the following "ri^um 
tcneatis ?" 



" My beds are all furnished with fleas, 

W hose bitings invite me to, scratch ; 
Well stocked are my orchards "nith jays. 

And my pigsties white over with thatch : 
I seldom a pimnle have met. 

Such health does magnesia bestow ; 
My horse-pond is bordered M'ith wet. 

Where the flap-ducks and sting-nettlcs 
grow. 
, I have found out a gift for my fair. 

In my Cheshire some rotton I*ve found i 
But let me the plunder forbear, 

Nor give that dear bosom a wound : 
Though oft from her lips I have heard. 

That tlie rotten her palate weuld please ; 
Yet he ne'er could be true, she averred ; 

Who would rob the poor mite of his 
cheese." 



** I sleep not a wink all the nijjht, 

And my days they do dolenilly pass. 
Till I see her (O ! exquisite sight!) 

Come tripping it over the grass. 
Oh, say can st thou hear me complain, 

Nor list to thy shepherd so true ? 
O ! come, and give life to the swaiji, 

^Vho now is a dying for you ; 
No hurt my sweet PbiTlis shall ail. 

By Venus the goddess I \ow. 
For, whilst I am liolding the pail, 
^ Why She shall be milking" her cO-w." 



FROM THE UNIVERSAL MACAXINB. 

Some Observations npon the Habits attributed by Herodotus to the Crocodiles of the 
Nile. By :\I. Geoffroy-Saint-Hilaire.* 

THE history of- Herodotus is one it is also, perhaps, the mgst impor- 
of the most vuluable of literary pro- tant, on account of the luirober and 
ductions. It is^he most ancient, and value of the facts which it contains. 

H,Trar slated from tlie *' Annales du Museum d'Hist^|^e8^t^tQ5ftl}ti^ic . 
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It has had many detractors, however ; 
especially at that time when the ridi- 
culous question was agitated respect- 
ing the preeminence of the ancients 
over the modems. Herodotus can be 
accused of relating prodigies only 
when he is contemplated by thcv 
standard of our own institutions: 
but, if we visit Egypt, and view its . 
ancient monuments and catacombs, 
and consider its numerous and mag- 
nificent remains of social organiza- 
tion, we shall be convinced that He- 
rodotus has added nothing to the 
picture of antiquity, which he has 
delineated. ^ 

Such was the opinion which I 
formed while among the ruins of 
the famous Thebes and its hundred 
gates. I passed the greatest part of 
the month of October there, in the 
year 1799 ; and I employed some . 
moments of leisure in ascertaining 
the veracity of Herodotus with regard 
to his observations upon natural his-, 
tory. I shall confine myself, at pre- 
sent, to what he has said, respecting 
the crocodile. 

I had only this opportunity of 
studying this celebrated animal. It is 
known that he is found no where but 
in the Thebald and in the Upper Nile. 
Not having remained long enough at 
Thebes, to corroborate all the obser- 
vations of HerodotuSf I supplied my 
deficiencies by inquiries of the fisher- 
men of Luxor, of Carnal, and of Me- 
dinet-Abou. 

It may be necessary to observe, 
that these sort of people, in Egypt, 
have more knowledge of their trade, 
and more acquaintance with the ha- 
bits of aquatick animals, than their 
brethren in Europe. The occupation 
is hereditary, and descends from 
father to son : and their knowledge 
is transmitted with accuracy; for 
they dread nothing so much as a 
fruitless expenditure of lime and la- 
lK)ur. They say, in the same sense 
as naturalists, and almost always with 
singular precision, stich an animal is 
of such a geiius^ and such a one is but 
a variety of this genus. They iiave 



also our dual nomenclature, and they 
designate each species by its generick 
and specifick appellation. 

However, I was not wholly without 
distrust. I suspected their indolence 
of mind and their servility of charac- 
ter. They do not love much talking ; 
and, from the hope of a good rewardi 
they have the courtesy of not dis- 
pleasing any one by contradiction: 
hence, they almost naturally reply 
yes to every question that is put to 
them, provided they are not interest- 
ed in it. 

Thus forewarned, my readers will 
be enabled to exercise a discretionary 
judgment. 

Herodotus, in the translation of M. 
Larcher, commences thus upon the 
subject of the crocodile : — 

** Let us now pass to the crocodile and 
its natund qualities.— It never eats during 
tbe four most severe months of winter, 

I interrogated my fishermen upon 
this point : but they did not compre- 
hend me. Yet, the position of Hero* 
dotus is not contrary to the known 
character of reptiles. Bartram asserts^ 
positively, the same thing of the cro* 
codiles or caymans of North Ameri- 
ca } but, to be sure, these animals 
live in a colder climate, inhabit a 
younger sQi\, and ai*e enabledj^ find, 
more easily, barren places^^here 
they may conceal themselves and 
remain torpid during the winter. If 
crocodiles were still to be found in 
Low^r Egypt, as they were in the 
time of Herodotus, it is very ptx)bable 
that his observation would be true : 
that portion of Egypt (especially on 
the shores of the Pelusiack branch and 
of lake Menzaleh) being covered by 
inaccessible marshes, and being also 
much colder, both fi-om its northern 
position and from the abundant rains 
that lall during the winter. Should not 
Herodotus, therefore, be considered 
as speaking only of these crocodiles 
in the neighbourhood of the sea ? 

" Tiioug'h it has four feet, yet it Is am- 
pliibious. It passes thegreauVpartrefthe 
day in dry places, and \l^ whule night in 
the river; lor the v^ater is warmer than the 
air and U.e dgg- ^ ^^ v^uuv i. 4 
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Theso observations are strictly 
true. All crocodiles do this, unless 
some local circumstances combine to 
render it impossible. They live in 
troops, on the tops of the islands, 
which are very numerous in the ri- 
vers. They ntver leave the 8iK>t that 
gave them birth, except to seek for 
prey 5 and they return, at stated pe- 
riods, and repose, in common, upon 
the strand. — They never believe 
themselves safe. Hence, if tliey hear 
the least noise, and, above all, if they 
perceive any one coming towards 
them, they plunge into the water, se- 
parate from each other, and swim 
about at hazard. 

When any persons come to the 
shore which they inhabit, and remain 
there a length of time (as I had the 
patience to do for half a day with 
some friends and my guides) it causes 
them the greatest uneasiness. They 
eminot remain under water more 
than ten minutes at a time, and they 
do not even wait ten minutes without 
raising their heads so that their snout 
is level with the surface of the water. 
—The nasal apertures being in the 
middle, they arc thus enabled to draw 
In the air, which, from the peculiar 
organization of the parts, passes into 
the tracheal artery, without any of the 
ambient water. But this manner of 
breathing while swijBdming, fatigues 
them after a while. Then they sepa- 
rate into two troops ; the smallest 
go to a dialancc to find some beach 
where they may be safe ; but the 
larger ones content themselves with 
approaching the slope which is pro- 
duced at the head of each island by 
the deposited sediment of the earth. 

So much inquietude at the sight of 
a single man, shows a timidity of 
character ; and, in fact, the crocodile 
is a fearful animal on land ; but he is 
quite the reverse in the water. It is 
not prudent to bathe near him. The 
cries of lerrour that were uttered by 
the inhabitants of Luxor, at behold- 
ing a Frenchman commit the rash 
act, were suflicftntly indicative of the 
i^ca which thcv entertained of tlje 
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power and ferocity of the crocodile. 
It is no uncommon thing to meet, in 
the Thebaid, countrymen who are 
deprived of an ai*m or a leg ; and i( 
they are asked to what accident they 
owe their lo6s, they reply, (hi$ m/t- 
fortune haf^licned to me front a croco* 
dile. 

** Tlicy lay their egfgs upon the earth, 
jnul Jiatch them there." 

Aristotle says the same of the in- 
cubation of the female of the croco- 
dile. The fishermen, however, assure 
me tliat ti^e heat of the sun alone 
hatches the egys of the crocodile. 
Should Herodotus be understood, in 
the expressions which he has used, 
as meaning the care which the mo- 
thers bestow upon their eggs when 
they are upon the point of being 
hatched ? 1 asked how long a time 
elapsed between the laying of the 
eggs and the birth of the young cro- 
codile. They always replied a month, 
without being able to specify \\\t 
exact number of days. 

Two enemies of the crocodile, the 
ichneumon and the fu/iinamdis*y are 
constantly employed in seeking for 
its eggs, of which they are very fond. 
These animals excited the gratitude 
of the ancient Egyptians, by attack-* 
ing thus, in its very soiftxe, the re*- 
production of an animal so fatal to 
Egypt. 

The tu/iinambisy which swims very 
weH, carries on, besides, a constant 
war vrith the young ciocodiles, and 
continues the pursuit of them till 
they take shelter amongst larger in- 
dividuals of their species. 

The Egyptians imagine that the 
tupinambis is the crocodile in its first 
state ; and, though they have often 
had opportunities of correcting them- 
selves in this errour, yet they perse- 
vere in it ; for that which approaches 
to the marvellous, will never want 
enthusiasts to relate it, nor the cre- 
dulous to believe it. 

" Of all known aninuls, there is not one 
which hecomca so great kiier having' beeii. 

• Otiaran el bar of \\\r\ A:-abr. ; Lncrrtd 
,yifotiru of lla**.^ JomI^I. 
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so littk. TBe eggH are iiot nrach Htr^er 
than those of a goose, and the animals that 
issue fi-om tliem are in proportion to the 
cprjjs : but they gradually gi-ow and reach 
to seventeen cubits, anil even more.*' 

Elian relates that there was to be 
teen one of twenty five cubits under 
Psammeticus, and another of twenty 
six under Amasis ; and the learned 
have determined that this measure 
was nearly equal to thirty fivit or 
thirty seven feet. Prosper Alpinus| 
Hasselquist, and Norden, speak of 
crocodiles that were thiity feet in 
lenpfth. M- Lacipierre, an officer of 
heakh, and a meml>er of the French 
commission in Egypt, was in posses- 
sion of teeth whkh had bclonpred to 
a crocodile of eqlial dimensions. Now, 
we know that a crocodile, when it is- 
sues fi*om the egg, is nine inches 
long. It is capable, therefore, of ac- 
quiring more than forty times its 
original length. What Herodotus 
says of the size of the egg, is also 
perfectly correct. 

•*■ It has the eyes of a lioi**, the teeth are 
project! r.g", and of a size in proportion to 
tiiat of the body." 

Pere Femllec [Observ. torn. 3, \). 
573] says of the crocodile of St. Do- 
mingo, that it has the eyes of a hog ; 
-which, doubtless, implies that the 
crocodile has a small prominent eye, 
the upper part of which is covered 
and almost hidden. Its «nder eye- lid 
moves in an upward direction. As, 
according to the relation of Swam- 
merdam, the pupil of the eye ia capa- 
ble of contraction, like that of the cat, 
and of becoming perpendictilarly 
long, some learned individual's, and 
especially M. Camus, who saw a liv- 
ing crocodile at Paris in 1772, have 
found that its eyes have more resem- 
blance to th^e of ar cat than of a pig. 
1 shall bimply observe, that thb^ a 
quality which it possesses in com- 
mon with many nocturnal animals, 
as also being furnished with a mem" 
hrana nictkaiu. * 

With regafd to its teeth, every one 
is acquainted with them ; and besides, 
M. Lacepede, in his interesting arti- 
cle of tlie Crocodile^ may be consulted. 



" it is the only animal whieh lutf no 
tongue." 

Yet, doubtless, whieh has •no ap- 
parent tong:ue. Such is the opinion 
that woutd be formed from an in- 
spection of the living animal, and 
which has been j^tven by Aristotle In 
two parts of his works, by Seba, Has- 
i(ef(|uist, and all travellers. But, dot:* 
withstanding, the - tongue has been 
discoV^ered by Glaus Womfiius, Gi- 
rard, Borrich, and Blasius. The early 
anatomists of the academy of scien- 
ces have also described it ; and they 
suspected the accuracy of Herodotus 
in consequence ; bat surely he may 
he forgiven that he did* not know 
what after ages have discovered only 
by means of anatomical research. 

** It does not move the under jaw, said. 
it is the only animal, also, which mowe$ the 
upper jaw towards the under one." 

Much has been written for and 
Against this positiqp ; but I am asto* 
nished that it should have been so 
long questioned. The crocodile is, in 
fact, the only known animal, wliose 
upper jaw (between the parts of 
which the skull is to be found) moves 
towards the infijriour one, wkirh hoM 
scarcely any motion at all' Herodotus^ 
however, could not estaWish this dis- 
tinction. He had, under his eyes, 
living crocodiles, and he yf^ fully 
justified in speaking, as he has spo- 
ken, of the motkm of their jaws. 

" The chaws of the crocodile are veiy 
strong, and the skin on the back is so to- 
vered with scales, as to be inspcnctrable.'' 

It is impossible, in fact, to pene- 
trate the armour of the crocodile, 
without usiog iron weapons : leaden 
bullets Hatten on his sides, but do not 
enter, unless tliey happen to strike 
him near the ears. 

" It cannot see wlicn in the water; bm 
wlicn al>ovc tl*e surface its sight is vcx>' 
exact." 

The first proposition can oiUy 
mean that he sees less perfectly under 
water ; but the second is siricJ? 
true. ProcopiuH has verified this fact. 
He often endeavoured to approach 
near enougli to crocculiles to bhoot at 
them, but the moment he was per- 
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ceired tiny fled and dhappeared. 1 
have repeated the same observaUons 
at theisle of Thebes a»d at. that of 
Hennuntis. 

The moment the crocodUea per- 
ceived me^ I saw them slowly turn 
themselves and make towards the 
river. At first, ihey proceeded with 
cantiorii and with a measured pace ; 
but, arrived within a certain distance, 
ihfiy leaped*, all at once, into the wa- 
iter. I sil^roached the beach which 
tbey had quitted, and from the ira- 
piession of their feet on the sand, the 
largest among them had leaped at 
least ei^t feet. 

I am ajso informed that crocodiles 
hear at a great distance* My conduc- 
tors, who were not ignorant of this, 
recommeftded me to preserve the 
strictest silence, as the only means 
of approaching near to them. 

" As it lives in the water, it lias its 
throat filled with itccbcs. All anlmalat, 
e?cry beast, avoids it ; it livers in uniity 
with notlung" but the trochiiiis, tVoiii 
whom it receives most important services. 
It keeps its mouth opc?i, tlie trochilus 
enters and eats up all the leeches. Tlie 
crocodile feels so nmch pleasure iu beiug* 
thus relieved, that he iiever commits any 
outrage upon l\is deliverer." 

This passage is one which has ex- 
ercised the ingenuity of commenta- 
tors more than any other. Some have 
denied the fact altogether ; but it is 
certain, that tliey are wrong in thus 
impeaching the veracity of this his- 
torian. I took every pains possible to 
ascertain the fact that there is a 
small bird, which, flying constantly 
from beach to beach, and continuaHy 
occupied in seeking for its food, en- 
ters sometimes into the throat of the 
crocodile when it Is asleep, and eats 
the insects that are there sucking its 
blood, and not leeches, in the strict 
acceptation of the word, such as M. 
Larcher uses it in his translation. 
There are no leeches in the Nile; 
but there is a vast number of gnats 
engendered on its surface, which are 
a great torment to the crocodile, by 
inserting their proboscis into the 
orifices of the glands, which are very 
numerous in its tongue and palate. 



It has mA yet been di9cov0red what 
is the bird which performs this good 
office for the crocodile) except by 
ridiculous stories, which have B<:en 
invented by way of explanation. 

Blanchard, among others, in th^ 
Memo^'8 de CAcadeinie dcs InMcrt/i" 
tionsj attributes to it (doubtless from 
a false intei^retation of an expression 
of Scaliger'.s) thorns on^the back and 
at the end of the wings^; and he de- 
scribes it as a busy servant who en- 
deavours to put the crocodile to sleep 
by a gentle tickling. Can it have been 
thought that tbe invention of tllis 
fable would increase the veracity of 
Herodotus? 

Mamiolj who knows as Uttle upon 
this subject as Blanchard, says that it 
♦8 a white bird, of the size of a thrush. 

The greater part of translators have 
made it a wren, by giving a meaning, 
too absolute, to a passage in Pliny 
respecting the trochilus ; but this 
errour has been removed by M. 
Larcher, who justly observes that 
the wren is a wood bird, which dwells 
in dry places and hedges. 

Aldrovandus, who lived before all 
the modern literati^ has approached 
the nearest to truth, when he conjec- 
tures, from several passages of Ari- 
stotle and Atheneus that the ti^chi* 
lus is the cQureury an aquatick bird, 
very qui^k in running, leaving long 
legs and a straight and slender beak* 

Salerno endeavours to support tliis 
opinion by new proofs* 

Lastly, the trochilus l^as been dis- 
covered in modern times. Fattter 
Sicard, one of. tlie missionaries sent 
to the Levant, notices it under its 
Arabian nante of Sat^-sa^. It is to be 
lamented that Jie.did not imlicate to 
what species this individual belongs. 

There is no bird so frequent on the 
shores of the river as the trochilus, 
Hasselquist has described it under 
the name of charadrHia ^egy/ititis. It is 
a disfioct species, thougli very simi- 
lar to the small plover of Europe. 
Aristotle and Atheneus are both 
perfectly right in saying that it runs 
, veryxiuicfc, anilizlJ^ldtigoes, in calm 
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weather,* to ncek hs food iii the 
prater. 

" AH beasts and animals fly from the 
crocodile." 

The common heron, on the con- 
trary > seems to be fond of it : at least, 
he seeks the neighbourhood of the • 
crocodile ; but he takes cai'e to have 
the river between him and hia friend, 
doubtless, from motives of safety.-^ 
Wl^rever htron» are seen, thei'e can 
be no doubt of crocodiles being found 
on the other bank. I recollect that 
the presence of these biixls directed 
u% on the *ilst October, 1799, to a 
troop of fifteen crocodiles, which 
were repwng quietly upon land, and 
whom we threw into confusion by a 
cannon ball which our vessel fired 
upon them : the herons were not 
alarmed, but continued to watch. 
They keep thus very near the croco- 
diles to avail themselves of the ter- 
rour which they create in the river, 
and to be ready to seize the fish 
wliich their presence causes to fly in 
every direction. 

The pelican lias ihe same insiiiu t : 
but he does not confine himscll to 
this sole fishing, nor does he persist 
with the same perseverance as the 
heron. 

" When tlie crocodile reposes upon 
land, he has tlic habit, almost always, of 
turning towards the side whence tiie wind 
blows, and of keeping his mouth o])en." 

This is a fact which I have fre- 
quently verified, both at the isle of 
Thebes and Hermuntcs. I hiive been 
able to observe, very distinctly, upon 
tl^p moist sand, the traces of two 
troops of crocodiles which my ap- 
proach had driven away ; almost all 
of them had their throats directed 
towards the northwest. Some of 
them had been lying on their sides, 
and the impression of their half 
opened jaws was very visible on thp 
sand. 

My g^iides availed themselves of 
these circumstances to make v^c ob- 
serve the difl'erence between the 
males and females. I 'thought, in- 
deed, that I could observe that the 



impressions which they attributed 
to the males, had a bead much 
stronger, but-fihorter than the others. 
On this occasion they boasted much 
of the superiority of the males over 
the females ; adding, that tiie males 
knew very well ho^to make them- 
selves obeyed, by biting the females, 
or striking them severely with their 
tails. 

"Some of the Egyptians consider the 
crocodiles as sacred animals. The inUft- 
bitants of Tiicbes, for example, huve a 
great veneration for tJiem. The sacred cro- 
c(Hlile is nourished witli the f!c»sh of vic- 
tims, and witli other prescribed food. As 
long as it lives, k is taken the greatoit^are 
of J when it dies, they embalm it, and de- 
posit it in a sacred chest.*' 

Many mummies of ci*ocodiles were 
found in the catacombs where the 
people of the city of Thebes were 
buried. I myself found tv\o : M. Pug- 
net, one of the most able of the me- 
dical men belonging to the army of 
the cast, found also, a very fine one : 
and, lastly, the grottos oi Jfcktia were 
filled with the bones of large croco- 
diles that had been embalmed. I have 
also brought, fmm the same places 
and from the buriul grounds of Mem- 
phis, the figures of crocodiles model- 
led in porcelain, and in baked earth. 

"The inhal>iljints of the envii'ous of 
Thebes, select a crorodilc, which ihey 
rear und instruct with sucli care, tli&t it 
will stdler itbtlf to be touched by the hand. 
Tluy adoni it witJi e«u*-ruigs, made of 
gold or stone." 

Tliere is not a single circumstanee, 
even down to so minute a one as this, 
which I have not had an opportunity 
of verifying. Having had occasion for 
the Itcad of one of my crocodile 
mummies, I drew it forth from its 
ban<!ages, and 1 had the satisfaction 
of perceiving, from the apertures in 
Its ears, that they had been perforate^ 
to hang ear-rings in them. 

I have thus commented upon every 
paragi'aph of Herodotus re^i^tine^ 
the cmcodile, and I have «lDne4r 
without prejudice. I may be sttspeci- 
ed of admiring this great man, and I 
fim willing to confess that I do- 
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ACCOITJ^T OF CAYENNE, WITH ANECDOTES OF ^^CTOR huGUES. M\ 



FROM THB MONTHLY MACAXINE. 

A^ Account of the Colony of Cayenne, in South America ; witli Anecdotes of tlic 
celebrated Victor Hugue«— from llie French of Piton. ^ 



GUIANA, or Grand Tcrrcj is a 
part of America, properly so called, 
comprehending about ten degrees of 
latitude; bounded, on the east, by 
the north Atlantick ocean ; on the 
west, by the mountains of the Corde- 
Uers ; on the north, by the river Oro- 
Ooco ; and on the south, by the river 
of the Amazons, or the Line* 

French Guiana, is divided into dis- 
diets, which take their names frarn 
the principal rivers or capes. The 
Maroni and Oya^oe are tlie only ri- 
vers which have their source in the 
great chain of mountains, which, in 
this part of the world, separate the 
waters which flow towards the ocean, 
from those which fall into the Ama- 
zon. The riveif Manoy Syimamari^ 
Oyacy and Atitiroiiague^ spring from 
the mountains of the second class ; 
the others, less considerable, from 
the mountains of the inferioiw: order. 
All have several branches, more or 
less rapid, increased by a great nura- 
\tT of smaller streams. 

The chief place of the colony of 
Cayenne, is generally known by the 
name of the Island of Cayenne ; but 
no just idea can be formed of this 
island, if it i^ represented as being 
separated at a distante from the con- 
tinent, and surrounded by a sea, na- 
vigable for ve«els of all descriptions. 
On the contrary, when the navigator 
first makes this land, it appears to 
him as forming a part of 2^crra Fir* 
ma. Possibly it might have been so 
formerly. At present it is only sepa- 
rated from it by a river, or strait, 
which rises and falls with every tide, 
. and which can be only navigated by 
l)oats, or vessels of very liille bur- 
then. 

The greatest breadth of the island 
of Cayenne, measured on a line run- 
'^ing from east to west, is four 
ieagues, or twelve English mil^ ; 
its greatest lenj^lh Trom north to 
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south is sixteen miles and a half; 
and its circumference, taking in a}! 
its windings, is about fifty miles. That 
part of the circumference bordered 
by the ocean, and which is to the 
north east, may, perhaps, be about 
eleven or twelve miles. 

The town of Cayenne, situated at 
the north-west extremity of the island, 
at the mouth of the river of the same 
name, is forlihcd, and might be ca- 
pable of bcingadvantageously defend- 
ed by a small mountain which is close 
to it. Its latitude is 4 degrees 56 mi- 
nutes, and longitude 54 degrees 35 
minutes, from the meridian of Paris, 
according to the obserratifins of M. 
de la Condamine, in 1744. 

The days and nights are equal 
throughout the year, with the excep- 
tion of al)out half an hour, which we 
lose from September to March, but 
gain in the six other months. Day 
appears at half-past five ; and at six 
the sun darts fi-ora the bosom of the 
ocean, surrounded wilj) clouds ofbril- 
liant purple. We have two summers, 
two equinoxes, two winters, and two 
solstices. *The heat is tempered by 
abundant rains, which fall during the 
winter solstice, from the middle of 
December to March, and return 
again from May to the end of July, 
when the summer commences, and 
continues to December. The sun is 
twice vertical here, the 2oth of Aflril, 
and the 20th of August. It is but lit- 
tle felt the first lime, owing to the 
rains, by widch the earth is so moist- 
ened and cooled. Its return, however,, 
gives about six weeks of fine weather, 
which dries up the ground a little ; 
but the fickleness of these climates 
often deceives the planters, who 
would be able to reap two abundant 
crops, if the summers and winters 
were regular. Europeans will smile 
at hearing of summer and winter in 
the torrid zone. Thu summer is t 
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scorching sun, -which, for 8<;Teral 
nionthsy is only refresbtd b)r a sort 
of breezy, which blows constantly 
from the east, or nortb^east, during 
the day. This wind comes from the 
sea, and gets the better of the land« 
breeze. This latter is only felt on the 
coast at certain hours, almost always 
morning and evening, just at sHnrise 
and at sunset* 

The winter is oae continued fall of 
rain, so heavy and abundant, as often 
to inundate Avhole plantations, and 
cover them entirely with a sheet of 
vat«r. The rain sometimes falls for 
iiheen days successively, without the 
slightest intermission. It was this 
which made the Abbe Raynal say, 
that the shore, where the colony of 
1763, had diseml>arkedf was a land 
under water. The winter is some* 
timts, however, dry and warm ; then 
the plants and the trees wither^ the 
north wind, with its dry, cold, ni« 
trotts breath, turns and parches up 
the flowers, fruiis, ainl tender buds: 
such is the north wind of warm cli- 
mates, more desttuctive than a 
scorching sun in a dry summer in 
Europe. 

The o^d (own of Cayenne has a 
veiy miserable appearance; the 
iiouses are nolhitig more than 
ivretched cabins, with sashes without 
^luss ; a heap of buildings, erected, 
pr rather huddled together, without 
art or taste; sloping streets, dirty 
find narrow ; and paved, one would 
suppose, from the pain >ve felt in 
walking through thein,\vith the points 
of ftayonets. m place of carriages 
and phaetons, old sorry looking jades, 
more lean and v. ret died than the 
^nimaU which druj; our hackney 
coaches, seven or ci^ht fastened to a 
^ veliicle meant for a cart, drag slow- 
ly along some baiM-els of salt beef or 
lish. in the old town, houses of two 
::toiies high are palaces ; and stores, 
^vhich are let out for eight or ten 
thousand francs per* annum (from 
350 to 4 60 pounds British) «s maga- 
i.incs for the different prtiiluciionsof 
'..:t coIo:ilt?9; or of liu^^re. 



The new town is more ragidoiv 
more lively, althoogh built in tlie 
same sifle, on a Savanna^ or mar« 
shy meadow, drained about fiteen or 
twenty years ago ; the whole, taken 
t^^ether, is less considerable than a 
large village in France. The houses 
appear empty, or, for the most part, 
occupied by people of colour, who 
have notliing, do nothing, trouble 
themselves atx>iit nothings and who 
live more at their ease than^wrr re* 
spectable tradesmen in France, whom 
the sun never shines upon in bed, and 
who labour hard all day. Here every 
one sells, exchanges, buys, and n> 
sells the same tbii^ again; ev«ry 
thing is almost at me price of its 
own weight in gold, and' eve*y one 
procures it without scarcely knowing 
how. This paradox is very easily 
understood, when we come to know 
the colonies. Those who inhabit them, 
spend with profusion the money they 
acquire without trouWe-^ their indo- 
lence is BO great, that sooner than in- 
commode themselves, they will pay 
a servant to pluck the fiuits which 
are under their hands, and another 
to carry them lo their mouths. Those 
who arrive from I'.uropc pay for all ; 
and when vessels are delayed, and do 
not arrive at the usual time, the 
iamine becomes gcnei-al without 
alarming any person. 

/*o/m/af/ow.— There are as many 
different races of men here, as there 
are distinctions under a monarchyw 
Thety/i./f*, or planters, who difler 
from the Europeans by their light 
hair, their pale and sometimes lead* 
iikc countenances ; the neg-roe^y by the 
shades more or less grounded in their 
skins, of bronze, of ebony, or a red- 
dish copper, approaching to a sort of 
bro^vnish red. The mixture of aH 
these colours gives a race of people 
not unlike the jacket of harlequin. 
An Indian and a white wom^ wiil^ 
have a child, \yhose skin is of a retf'* 
^Ufth white. A negro and an Indian 
woman, one of a copper hue, tinged 
with brown. A while man and a ne- 
gressj n mulatto, A mulatto and a 
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wUte voniaB, a mestce* A mestee and 
a white, a qtiadroan. Each species 
has its various shades of singulaiity, 
and often partakes of the influence 
of their country. The Indian has all 
the cunning, the jealousy, and the* 
ferocity, of th^ wandering tribes of 
the three Arabias. The negroes^ 
the idle, crafty, malicious, yet shall 
low and confined ideas of the sarages 
of Africa. The others spring from 
the mixture of the different races, 
with the vices of the climate, and the 
stupidity of their ancestors ; indeed, 
it is a matter of doubt, whether it 
were not to be wished, that thje;re 
were more blacks than those half* 
vfhitee in o«r cdfonies. 

That part of Cayenne which is on 
the continent is but partially cultiva- 
ted. The principal plantations are 
there ; but they are situated at a 
great distance from <%ch other. The 
post of Synnamam owes its name to 
a fountain about two leagues to the 
southeast, near the river, remark- 
able for the salubrity of its waters. 
There formerly was a hospital there ; 
but it does not now exist. Synnamari 
is at the northwest eiLt^raity of a 
large Savanna of 1 5 or 1 6 miles long, 
and eight or ten wide* It consists of 
15 or 16 huts, the melancholy re- 
mains of the colony of 1763. Kona^ 
' puma^ the place allotted for the ba- 
^ mshed deputies and others, is six 
leagues further on. Some merchants 
of Rouen landed there in 1626. The 
shore, from which tlie sea has retir- 
ed full tW9 leagues and » half, was 
then under water almost to the moun- 
tavis. The Konamaaa appeared to 
them a proper situation to found a 
colony, Cayenne and its environs 
being then peopled only by savages. 
Th«y settled upon the summit of the 
rocks, in order W» carry on a war 
against the Indians. At the end of 
three weeks, three-fourths of tliem 
%erc carried off by pestilential fe- 
vers, and the remainder got on boacd 
their vessels, and set sail for France. 
The chief productions of Cayenne 
^re wigar, coffee, cotton, indigo^ 



roucou.— The sugar-csoe originally 
came from Asia, whence it was car- 
ried to Europe, and the island of Ma- -. 
4eira.g This latter place furnished a 
part of what the Europeans brouglu 
into America* There arc two sorts ; 
the one yellow, the other violet* The 
last sort was cultivated here by the 
Indians, belbre we discovered the 
New World. North America pro- 
duces a tree not unlike our maple, 
from which sugar is obtained by ma- 
king incisions in it. The process of 
curing it is much less expensive than 
that from the cane ; it is tapped twice 
a year, and yields a white agreeable 
sugar, but less solid than that from 
the cane. 

The cotton tree is a shrub, which 
the planters are obliged to keep in a 
dwarfish state, in order to render it 
more productive. It is not certain, 
whether it is a natural plant of the 
country. It is not to be met with in 
the wtQods of Guiana ; and yet belbre 
our discovery, the Indians cultivated 
it to make hammocks and other ar- 
ticles. The leaf is broad, octagonal, 
smooth, and soft, on the inside, and 
a little woolly on the out. The flower 
is of a beautiful yellow, shaped like 
a bell, and not unlike that of our 
gourd or pumpkin. When the flower 
falls off, a large pod, something in 
the shape of an egg, appears, which 
contains the cotton and the seed. 
When this egg is fully grown, the 
heat opens it, and it shows four or 
live small black grains about the size 
of our vetches ; from this grain i^ 
made an oil. The cattle are very fond 
of them, and will often destroy the 
fences to get at them. The cotton 
tree bears in a year. It gives two 
crops annually ; but thiit of the month 
of Marcii, which is but trifling, is 
frequently destroyed by the caterpil- 
lars, which always spring up after 
the first*rains. The cotton of Cayenne 
IS more esteemed in trade than that 
of other colonies, as much from its 
superiour quality, as from the care 
they bestow upon its culture. 

The orj^rin of the discovery of coC- 
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fee^ and the transportation of it from 
AralHa into Europe and America, is 
- thus related* — It is said, that a ilock 
of sheep having discovered a wood 
of coffee trees, loaded with the ber- 
ries full ripe, began to browse upon 
them, and that very evening the 
shepherd was surprised to see his 
flocks returning home to the fold, 
frisking and leaping. He followed 
them ; tasted the berries ; found him- 
self more lightsome and cheerful; 
and was surprised to find the same 
flavour in the kernel as in the pulp 
of the fruit. He dried and roasted 
some of them ; smelt the perfume, 
and related his discoveiy to a ^/ar- 
iack, or priest, who took it to pi-event 
his ifalling asleep during his long me- 
ditations. The use of coffee soon 
passed from Asia to Africa, Europe, 
and to both the worlds. The Dutch 
succeeded in raising the plants in 
Europe in hot houses ; and having 
shared them with France, these sorts 
of magazines furnished the first seeds 
which were sent lo America. The 
Island of Martinique got herefrom 
the Botanical Garden at Paris ; but 
if we are to believe a tradition pretty 
generally known, those of Cayenne 
were brought from Surinam. It is 
said, that some soldiers of the gar- 
rison having defteited, and gone over 
lo the Dutch colony, soon repented 
uf their fault, and wishing lo return 
to their colours, they bmught to the 
government of Cayenne some grains 
of coffee, which then began to be cul- 
tivated in the colony of Surinam ; 
that they obtained ibeir panlon in 
consequence of the service they 
thereby rendered to Cayenne, and 
the great advantages she would de- 
rive from its cuhiieg. It is also said, 
that this happened so late as the 
years »715 or 1716, when Mons.de 
la Mollc Aigron was commander in 
chief. 

The cofTce of Cayenne is of an ex- 
cellent quality. Ii tiirives in all lands 
tvhich are in an elevated situation. 
It very soon degenerates in a poor 
•oil, and never arrives at perfeciion 



but in that which is good. As the^ 
is but little of the latter in the colony, 
there are but few coffee plantations 
of any extent. The trees being plant- 
ed, and attended to, with all the care 
"which this sort of culture requires, 
thrive as well as those of the Dutch 
at Surinam and Demera^ but the 
quality of the coffee is inferiour. 

Towards the summit of the moun- 
tains, the cocoa tree extends its scat- 
tered branches ; and, under its large 
leaves, conceals its brown fruit, sur- 
rounded with a soft, pulpy sap, en- 
closed in a spherical, streaked kind of 
cap. There is reason to believe the 
cocoa is a native of Guiana ; at least, 
it is certain, that a forest of it, of con- 
siderable extent, is known here. It is 
situated beyond the sources of the 
Oijafioky on the borders of a branch of 
the Fari, which runs into tlie riTer of 
the Amazons. It is generaUy believ- 
ed, that the species of cocoa cultiva- 
ted in the colony originally came from 
this forest, because the natural in- 
habitants of the country, settled on 
the banks of the Oyafiok^ made seve» 
ral journeys to this part, either for 
the sake of visiting other nations, or 
when they sent expressly, to bring 
the seeds of cocoa, when tlie price of 
this article could easily suppoit the 
expenses of these journeys, which 
were never much to these people- 
Indigo thrives very well in some 
parts of the colony, more especially 
on the borders of the river Afi/iro* 
vague y where the soil is dry and rich. 
These is » sort of ivild indigo^ which 
naturalists call Amly which grows 
without cultivation, at a little dis- 
tance from the sea. It is celebrated 
for its medicinal qualities, and is 
much used in all complaints of a bil- 
lions nature. 

The jRoucou yields four harvests 
in the year. It fears neither cater- 
pillars nor worms, which make such 
havock anionghlthe canes audcolLoo. 
Nothing but the heuvieiit rains ever 
injures it, or makes it shed. The tre« 
which produces the roucou is always 
loaded with fruit and flowers. Its leaf 
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resembles our winter pear tree ; its 
flower, our hedge rose; its fruit, 
contained in a prickly husk, like our 
horse chesnut, is separated into two 
(fivbions of small seeds. A roucou 
tree in full bearing, is a beautiful 
sight ; but the gathering it, like the 
indigo, is unhealthy. l*be roucou is 
only cultivated in Guiana, by the In- 
dians, who stain their bodies with the 
red colour they extract fix>m it. The 
berries of the roucou are made into 
a paste, which is much used in co* 
loaring different stuffs. — The vanilla 
likewise thrives here. It is a native 
of the country. It is tall and luxuri- 
ant, like the vine. The fruit resembles 
the banana. The Indians alone cul- 
tivate it, and make it an article of 
commerce with the colonists. 

All the tropical fruits and plants 
ai*e found in Guiana in abundance. 
The bread fruit and the mango, from 
the East Indies, were introduced 
some years ago, and have succeeded 
well. 

The rivers abound with various 
kinds of fish ; but they are also infest- 
ed with swarms of alligators or cro- 
codiles, as large as those of the Nile. 
They are so voracious, that they scru- 
ple not to attack boats, and often drag 
away the fisherman and his lines* 
Some of them are- full thirty feet in 
length, and, as the interiour of the 
country is but little known, it is pro- 
bable there are much larger ones. 

The forests abound with animals 
and wild beasts of every description. 
Tigers are very numerous and often 
take off cattle from the plantations. 
Man has many enemies dn this great 
continent ; and amongst " them ser- 
pents of an enormous size. Were 1 
to relate what many people of the 
colony have told as facts, relative to 
these reptiles, few would believe me. 

In the year 1773, the court of 
France determined to estabHsh a spice 
garden at Cayenne, and caused a 
number of various plants to be brought 
there from India* Two other expe- 
ditions followed in 1784 and in 1788, 
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both from the Mauritius.— The olove 
and cinnamon succeeded very well ; 
the other plants perished on the pas- 
sage. For a considerable length of 
time, the cultivation of these trees 
was prohibited to the colonists, which 
of course prevented their increase. 
This system having been abandoned^ 
the court sent several plants to St. 
Domingo and Martinique, in 1787, 
and 1788. At present, the govern- 
ment of Cayenne is occupied in in^ 
creasing the spice gardens through 
the colony. In the latter end of 1798, 
it distributed a great quantity of seed, 
and several plants of cloves amd cin- 
namon to all the planters who asked 
for them; and the gardens of the 
town offer to the view alleys of the 
mango growing beside the clove tree* 
The strait which separates the 
island of Cayenne from the main, is 
about a mile and a half wide. There 
are but few villages on the main. Of 
these the chief are Synnqmari and 
Konamana. The latter place was fix- 
ed upon for the residence of the un- 
fortunate deputies, priests, and others, 
who were transported under the san- 
guinaiy decrees of the revolutionary 
tyrants. It is a wretched village, con- 
sisting of a few huts, or Indian kar- 
bets J in a remote desert situation, 
surrounded with almost impenetrable 
forests, and distant about 90 miles 
from Cayenne. From this place the 
celebrated senator Barthelemi, e^- 
director ; generals Pichegru, Willot, 
Ramel, and five others, made their 
escaped through the woods, to Suri- 
nam, ill 17^ from whertce they got 
to Barbadoes, where they were fur- 
nished with a passage to E^irope by 
the British government. The ccle* 
brated Collot (Ntlerhoisj well known 
in the bloody annals of the revolution 
for his cruelties and murders, died 
here. When he was taken ill, the sur- 
geon, who was appointed to attend 
th^ eki^s, asked wliat was his oom- 
plaint— ^**'//rftpf a fever ^ and a burn- 
ing fim-sjiiration,**-^^ I believe it vjell--^ 
Yon fimtpire with guilt ctmti crimt€,'* 
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ColI«t tornod from hinif aod burst 
into tears. He called on God and the 
holy Yirgin to eome to hfa assistance. 
A soldier, to whom, at his first ar- 
rival, he had preached his doctrine 
of atheism and infidelity, approach- 
ed and asked him, why he invoked 
that God and that virgin, whom, hut 
a few months before he had turned 
into ridicule ? " Ah ! my friend, my 
tongue belied my heart." And then 
added: " My God, my God, dare I 
still hope for pardon ? Oh ! send me 
some consolation ; send mc some one 
who will turn aside my eyes from 
the fire which consumes me. Oh 
God ! my God 1 grant me some peaee 
and com lor t." 

The approach of his last moments 
was dreadful aud horrible in the ex- 
treme. While a priest was sent for, 
he expired in dreadful agony, vomit- 
ing blood, and every limb distorted. 
'' hiaciie Ju9t:n'a?n montUy et non tem^ 
nere Z)rvo»*"— The day of his inter- 
ment was a holy day. The negroes 
who were to bury him, anxious to 
get to their dances, scarcely put him 
in the earth. His body became food 
for hogs, and birds of prey. 

Such was the end of a man wh» 
possessed many excellent qualities- 
weak, but irascible to excess ; gene- 
rous without bounds ; little regard- 
ing fortune ; a stanch friend, but a 
most implacable enemy. The revo- 
lution was his ruin. He meant to ex^ 
ptate his crimes in some sort, in the 
history of his life, which he began ;. 
but his notes could not be found after 
his death. 

The garrison of Cayenne consists, 
generally, of about five hundred re- 
gular troops, which, wit^i the militia, 
who form a force •f about fifteen 
hundred men, are under the com- 
mand of the govemour gr commis' 
sioncr, who has Ui« chief military, as 
well as civil; command Tjie present 
conmiissioner is the celebrated gene- 
ral Victor Hugues, wl\fi commanded 
at Guddalpupe <lliring the revolution^ 
and who i« well known in the new 



world. A skttch of his Hfe toAy not 
be unentertaining. 

Victor Hugues, bom at Marae81e«T 
in France, is about the middle age 
and size^^rather inclining to be lusty. 
His whole appearance is so exprca- 
nre, that his most intimate and best 
friends dare not accost him widM>itt 
fear. His heavy, ordinary counteaance 
expresses the feelings of his souL Hit 
round head is covered with short, 
thick, black hair, which stan^ in all 
directions, like the serpents of Eume-^ 
nides. In passion, which is his habi* 
tual fever, his large, thick lips, the 
seat of ill humour, ihake you not 
wish that he should open Uiem to 
speak. His forehead, covered with 
wrinkles, raises or lowers his beavf 
eyebrows upon hie large, hoBow, 
black eyes. — Hb character is an in- 
comprehensible mixture of good and 
evil. He is brave, but a liar to excess ; 
cruel, yet feeling ; politick, inconsis* 
tent, and indiscreet ; rash, bat pusil- 
lanimous; despotick and cringing; 
ambitious and crafty, sometimes 
loyal ; his heart brings no one affec^^ 
tion to maturity ; he carries cver^ 
thing to an excess ; although objects 
strike upon his soul like lightning, 
yet they leave a strong, marked, ter* 
rible impression. He recognises me- 
rit, even at the very moment when he 
oppresses it; he destroys a feeble 
enemy ; he respects, nay, fears, a 
courageous adversary, even though 
he triumphs over him. Vengeaifce 
has made him many enemies. He 
easily foresees, and provides for, 
emergencies ; ambition, avarice, the 
thirst of power, tarnish his virtues, 
infiuenceall his thoughts, and identify 
themselves with his very existence. 
He loves nothing, wishes for nothing, 
toils for nothing, but g6ld ; he sets so 
high a value on this metal, though 
he already has abundance, that he 
would wish the very air he breathes, 
the nourishment he takes, and the 
friends who visit him, were all com- 
posed of gold. The small portions he 
has scattered at Cavenne,are like the 
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acts t>f i^encTodty of the Parnaiy or 
•f Mithridates, scattering gold upon 
IAm plains of Cisica, to dazzle and re- 
taid the conqueror. These great and 
Tsrying passions are sustained by an 
indefatigable ardour; a never-ceas- 
ing activity ; by enlightened views 9 
ml means always certain, whatsoever 
they may be. Neither guilt nor vir^ 
tue hitiders him from employing both 
one and the other to serve his pur- 
pose^ though he well knows the dif- 
iiiHEence between them. Ever fearful 
of delay) he always lafs hold of the 
fine favourable means which offers 
He appears to honour Atheism, which^ 
however, he onlyprofosses outwardly. 

He has a strong, sound, judgment; 
a most retentive memory ; he is a 
good practical seaman; a severe 
administrator ; an equitable and en- 
lightened judge, when he only listens 
to his conscience and his understand- 
ing ; an excellent man in any crisis 
of danger and of d^culty, when no 
great management is requii^ed. Al^ 
though the inhabitants of Guadaloupe 
and Rochefontain reproach him with 
abuses of power, and revolutionary 
excesses, which decency and hu- 
manity shudder at, yet the English 
(and I have been a witness to it) give 
the highest credit to his tacticies and 
hb bravery. 

From a cabinboy Hugues became 
a pilot, and afterwards a baker at St. 
Domingo. At the first insurrection 
of that colony he went over to France, 
and was elected a member of the po* 
putor society, and of the revolution- 
ary tribunal, at Rochefort ; got him- 
self to be appointed agent to Guada- 
loupe; retook that Island from the 
EngUsh, and, in aU the Antill^, ac- 
quired the esteem of the English, and 
the execration of the colonists. The 
stormy and unsettled times, in the 
midst of -which he lived, has com- 
pletely revolutionized his spirit, and 
a life of peace and tranquillity is to 
him a sort of anticipated death. 

liis very name was dreaded through 
the colony ; his arrival was looked 
upon as the coming of a wild beast; 



the sound of joy gave place to those 
of terrour and dismay. He was so well 
convinced of the odium which attend- 
ed him, that when he was appointed 
to the command of Cayenne, he got 
a letter of recommendation from 
Jeannetty who succeeded him at Gua- 
daloupe, of which, on his arrival, he 
caused copies to be circulated in eve> 
ry district. The following is a copv 
ofit:— 

« Worthy inhabitants of Cayenne, 
lay aside your fears. I know that 
citizen Hugues appears terrible in 
your eyes ; he will restore happiness 
to your colony ; he asks no more of 
fortune. He will cause you, by his 
clemency, to forget the miseries 
which Guadaloupe experienced un- 
der his govemmetit. It will be his 
chief ambition to deserve your con- 
fidence and esteem." 

Most people topk this letter for a 
piece of sarcastick irony, and very few 
indeed, gave faith to it. 

His policy began to manifest itself 
on his arrival. He permitted the ban- 
ished deputies to visit the Island of 
Cayenne, with proper passports— 
which wns never done by former 
agents. He even visited ^heir hospi- 
tals. The government, he said, had 
ordered him to treat them with at- 
tention. He praised those inhabitants 
who had done acts of kindness to 
them. He wished, he said, to restore 
peace and order. He made no change 
in the system of police, as left by 
Burnel; because the consular govern- 
ment had only appointed him provi- 
sionally. He paid off the debts of the 
colony, and corrected the errours of 
his predecessor. He gave balls and 
splendid entertainments. The troops 
which had disembarked along with 
him were a mixture of deserters 
from all nations — men ready to under- 
take any thing, if the thermometer of 
politicks should af^ain descend to 
anarchy. Whenever prizes were 
brought in, fie had their produce 
shared most equitably He put the 
black soldiers on the same footing as 
tli£ M'hite ; new modelled their dis^ 
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cipfitie, and bfouj^ht them to perfec- 
tion. Yet, notwithstanding all this, 
for the firstsix months he could gain 
no friends. He had even the precau- 
tion to get himself praised in some of 
the Paris journals, that the colonists 
might see how he was respected in 
France. 

It would appear difficult to reconcile 
such rigorous measures as he adopt- 
ed, with the good he haB done the 
colony ; and still less, with the praises 
which certain journals bestow upon 
him. He revived trade and commerce, 
by making himself a merchant. He 
opened, in his own name, a mercan- 
tile concern, in which he sometimes 
figured as a merchant, and sometimes 
as an agent, to set what value he 
thought proper on the different arti- 
cles. 



In the course of his long residaice 
at Guadaloupe, he has amassed a con- 
siderable fortune. Some say he is not 
worth less than eighty, or a hundred 
thousand pounds sterling, moat pait 
of which, it is said, he has wcU «©• 
cured in America; dreading, per^ 
haps, were he to place it in France, 
some pretext wottW soon be found to 
make him disgorge some of his ill- 
gotten wealth. 

Yet, in spite of hb activity, he has 
experienced several losses. Famine 
has visited the colony no less than 
three times during his agency. He 
was never disconcerted. He caused 
the police to he observed with the 
utmost severity, and kept the ne- 
groes in subjection, more by the ter- 
rour of his name, than by his procla- 
mations. 



TO TRB XDXTOR OF THE BRITISH JCACAtlNE FOR THE YBAjl 1800. 



$ia, 

AS the presoat destructive war on 
the continent holds out no induce- 
ment to visit regions sinnually manu- 
red with human blood, I occasionally 
amuse myself with turning over a 
few foreign publications impoitcd 
into this country* 

That your refiners, however, may 
not be disappointed, I think it neces- 
sary to inform them, that my taste 
for reading is confined chieily to na- 
tural history, and the useful, domes- 
tick arts; insomuch chat I have, for a 
long time, held politicks, roetaphy- 
bicks, and all speculative branches of 
knowledge, in letter detestation. 

Among the works I lately received 
by way of Hamburgh, I met with a 
very extraordinary French pamphlet, 
on the ing€7iidty of s/iiders; and I 
much doubt, whether any of your fair 
or unfair readers might conjecture, 
how this frightful little animal hasyxVf 
an eaeenttal matitier^ contributed to the 
conquest of Holland^ by the French ! 
A proposition so extraordinary re- 
cjuirc? a satisfactory explanation. 



It is well known that several anii^ 
mals, such as frogs, cuts, cocks, &c. 
are influenced by the electricity of 
the atmosphere, and that they are un- 
doubtedly sensible of the approaching 
changes of the weather. The spidery 
that gloomy companion of the uiBict- 
ed and wretched in cells, is pecuUariy 
susceptible of impressions originauog 
from the different states of the air ; 
and according to an account* givea 
us by M. D*Isjonval, that insect isi 
perhaps, the most curious and enicr- 
taining in animated nature. 

In the commotions which took 
place in Holland, when the stadthoir 
der was reinstated by the Prussian 

• Siir la d^couvcrte du rap]jOTt constant^ 
entre Pupparition ou la disparitioo, le t»- 
Va;l ou Ic non-travail le plus ou le mains 
d'Oicmlic lies tnilcs, ou dcs fiJs d'attacJie 
des arraignecs dcs dlffcrcntes espcccs; 
et les variations atmospheriqucs du bcau- 
tems & la pluie, du sec d- Thumide, mai» 
pcSncipaleroent ducbaud auiroid, etdela 
gcl^ 4 glace au veritable deg^ ; par le 
Citoyea Quatremerc D'Ujoaval>4 la il^ve, 
ir95, chcz van Clccf. 
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§f!m%t M* D'Ujoiival was arrested 
and imprisoned at Utrecht, where he 
spent apwturds of seven years, depri- 
^ied of his liberty. To amuse himsdif 
during thb long confinement, he 
CQurt^the acquaintance of spiders, 
studied their temperament and constir 
tudon, and, after a long series of ac« 
curate observations, he made the im- 
portant discovery, that they were the 
most weather wise of s|ll creatures. 
Their presentiment of approaching 
changes is incomparably more refined 
and certain^ than the variations indi- 
cated by the best barometers, ther- 
mometers, and hygrometers* A wea« 
ther glass points out only the pro- 
bable state of the weather for the next 
day ; but with respect to a permanent 
or long continued state of the atmos- 
phere, this instrument cannot be re- 
lied upon. Spiders, however, have 
not only an obvious sensation of the 
approaching changes of the weather, 
similar to that manifested by a ba- 
IOmeter, but they ako indicate, with 
the g^atest exactness, the more dis- 
tant changes for a considerable length 
of dme ; nay, they foretell with pre- 
cision, for a period of ten days or a 
fortnight, those states pf the atmos- 
phere which are of a settled nature. 

M. D'Isjonval was so great a friend 
and admirer of spiders, that in his 
room, towards the end of autumn, he 
once counted not less than 4000 cob- 
webs. He informs us in the work 
before quoted, that most spiders, in- 
deed, conceal themselves during win- 
ter ; but a few still remain active and 
cheerlul, even in that severe season, 
and continue their usual labours. 
These brumal spiders presage an in- 
tense degree of cpld or frost, fre- 
quently no less than ten .or fifteen 
l". days previous to such« change, even 
^ though they should make- their ap- 
pearance in very mild weather, which 
Tnight still continue for several days. 
Thus the captive general was en- 
abled to predict the uncommonly se- 
vere fit)at, which decided the fate of 
Holland ; for though appearances did 
not at first answer hi^ expectations, 



the predictions were strictly verified 
by the event. 

On Wednesday, the 16th of Janu- 
ary, 1795, the wind changed to the 
northward. On Thursday it began to 
freeze, and the frost increased to such 
a degree, that the French were en- 
abled to enter Utrecht, and to re- 
lease -their imprisoned countryman. 
But on the 20th of January, an unex- 
pected tha^ threatened to frustrate 
the design of the invaders, who had 
advani:ed with all their heavy artil- 
lery, accompanied by an army of one 
hundred thousand men, to pass the icy 
bridges which nature had apparently 
constructed for facilitating their 
hostile operations, in this critical 
situation, M. D'Isjonval, however^ 
remained firmly and confidently 
attached to the prognosticks afford- 
ed him by the social spider.— 
He, without hesitation, seized one of 
his meteorological assistants, con- 
fined him in a glass vessel, and de- 
livered him over to general Van 
Damme, then commanding officer at 
Utrecht, with a request to send this 
creature as a hostage to general Pi- 
chegru, who had his head quarters at 
the Hague. And lo ! the long legged 
messenger did not disappoint the ex- 
pectations formed of his prophetick 
talents. The frost recommenced the 
next day with, greater intensity than 
had been experienced in Holland for 
ages, and that ill fated country be- 
came an easy prey to the revolution- 
izing republicans. 

The discoverer of this extraordi- 
nary faculty in spiders further re- 
marks, that from their appearance in 
autumn, he has deduced rules for as- 
certaining the probable degree of ve- 
getation in meadows or pasture lands, 
during the following summer. In 
consequence of such conjectures, he 
informs us, that he would venture 
upon a mercantile speculation, to 
purchase large quantities of butter in 
the winter ; as he was convinced the 
demand for this article would be 
great, and its price be considerably 
advmnced. We do not, howcvcr,'leaca 
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et>ni his pamphlet) whether tlie event 
as justified his expectations. 
Nor does the ingenious ex-g:eneral 
determine, with any degree of preci- 
sion, to which species of the spider 
jhe was particularly indebted for this 
important information. He says, in- 
deed, that those spiders which spin 
their webs in a perpendicular direc- 
tion, serve as the most accurate ba- 
rometers ; but he does notpoint them 
out by the names of the different 
species. It is, however, probable he 
alludes to the aranea redimita $ yet 
those winter spiders which, accord- 
ing to his account, apfiear singly in 
that season, seem to belong to ano* 
ther g^nus, and this again consists 
of several species. 

The mannet in which these un- 
tutored little artists carry on their 
operations, conformable to the im- 
pending changes of the atmosphere, 
is shortly this : If the weather is 
likely to become rainy, windy, or iu 
other respects disagreeable, they fix 
the terminating filaments, on which 
the whole web is susi)ended, unusual- 
ly short ; and in tliis state they await 
the influence of a tempei-ature which 
is remarkably variable. On the con- 
ti^ry, if the ternUnating filaments are 
made uncommonly long, we may, in 
proportion to their length, conclude, 
that the weather will be serene, and 
continue so at least for ten or twelve 



days. But if the spiders be lotaUy in* 
dolent, i*ain generally succeeds ; 
though, on the other hand, their ac- 
tivity during rain is the most certain 
proof, that it will be only of short 
duration, and attended with fiedr and 
very constant weather. According to 
further observattonSf the spiders re- 
gularly make some alteration in their 
webs or nets, every twenty-four 
hours. If these changes take place 
between the hours of dx and seven 
in the evening, they indicate a clear 
and pleasant night. 

It were much to be wished, thatt 
from a multitude of such experimen- 
tal facts, a regular system could be 
formed ; as it may not be very diffi- 
cult to observe the labours of spiderst 
according to their difi*erent species* 
In this manner, an atmo^fihericai ara^ 
neology could be produced ; a work 
which might not only be useful in 
regulating undertakings by land and 
sea, but which, likewisei would be o^ 
the greatest importance in mercanlUt 
speculations* M. D'Isjonval has, in- 
deed, promised to furnish the publick 
with a calendrier araiicohs^que ; but I 
have not been able to learn, whether 
he really has fulfilled, or yet intenda 
to fulfil, his promise* 

I remain, with many good wishes 
for the prosperity of your excellent 
magiizine, sir, your devoted servantt 

CiSCISKATUft. 
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ACCOUNT OF SOtlVIZC 
TO make the life of a robber pro- 
ductive of publick utility, it would be 
necessary, that being interrogated by 
a philosopher, he should unveil, with 
the utmost candour, the tortuous 
windings of his soul. Then we might 
learn how, and by what degrees, 
crime became familiar to him j ob- 
serve the struggles between vice and 
those principles of justice of which 
r.o human heart is ever entirely de- 
tested. Then we might laintnt the • 
clcftat of virtue, and tremble at the 



A, A FAMOUS ROBBEU. 
terrible dominion which vice exer* 
ciscs over those minds of which it iv 
become absolute master* From suek 
a display ahe reader might derive an 
increased love of goodness, justiccy 
and integrity, and an augmented horo 
rour of their opposite- He would be 
endowed with more circumspection^ 
and especially in those circumstances 
which tend to seduce him into more 
dangerous consequences, and lead to 
a forgetfulness of the principles of 
honour. 
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If the life of Socivizca is dcTcsted " 
in part of these useful requisites, it 
is not without interest, from the num- 
ber ami Tariety of adventures in which 
he cnga^d, and from the publication 
Hatint^ been prohibited by the old 
Fi^ench government. 

Socivizca ^as born in If 25, at Si- 
mioYo, of parents who professed the 
Greek religion. His father occupied 
a farm, the proprietors of which were 
Turks, and treated him and his fa- 
mOy with excessive rigour. Soci- 
vizca, being of a turbulent and fero- 
cious disposition, was indignant at 
these circumstances, and frequently 
pfotted with his brothers the means 
of revenge. The father, who was of a 
mild and pacifick turn, exhorted them 
to patience and resignation ; advice ill 
suited to the impetuosity of Soci- 
vizca. 

At length, chance brought the 
masters of the farm, who were three 
bjpthers, to lodge at the house of So- 
avizca*s father, with a sum of eigh- 
teen thousand sequins in their pos- 
session. The young man, addressing 
himself to his brothers, convinced 
them that they could never find a 
safer opportunity of avenging and en- 
riching themselves, and by his per- 
suasion they murdered their three 
guests. 

" They did not, after committing 
this cTime, betake themselves to 
flight ; and although! strict inquiries 
were made, and even some persons 
were executed, no suspicion, for a 
tiiae, fell on the rcixl delinquents. 
However, in about' a year, doubts 
were entertained; partly from So- 
dvi7.ca*s imprudence in displaying 
his real character, and partly from 
ihfe quantity of money which the fa- 
mily were suddenly enabled to cx- 
per.d. They then thought it prudent 
to decamp, with the money they still 
retained. The father, who was very 
old, died by the way. 

Thty stopped at Ymoschi in the 
territories oi tlic republick of Venice, 
increased their wealth, built a house, 
tnd opened a shop, which ih y sto- 



red with excellent and expensive mer- 
chandise. This was in 1745, when 
Socivizca was twenty years old. 

The tranquil life of a merchant did 
not suit his active disposition ..He re- 
turned to Montenero, attended by ten 
persons, who resolved to share his 
fute, and in the course of the summer 
massacred forty Turks, flis fury 
was entirely directed against that 
people, an8 it is even averred, that 
he never committed an offence against 
the subjects of Venice, or those of 
Austria. 

After makiog a great number of 
expeditions, in which he was joined 
by one of his brothers, he returned to 
Ymoschi, where he resided in tran- 
quillity for nine yearfc employed in 
the trade established by his family* 
Yet from time to time he made ex- 
cursions to assassinate some Turks. 

The brother who had accompanied 
him in his expeditions, being unable 
t4 settle in a quiet life, joined the 
most furious aiducos in the coiiniry- 
The aiducos were formerly a band of 
Morlacliians, wiio associated to op- 
pose the Turks on the frontiers, in 
order to hinder them from penetra- 
ting beyond their limits ; but at pre- 
sent the term is used merely to denote 
robbers on the highway. This youth 
formed an intimate connexion wiili 
a Morlachian of the Greek religion, 
and chose him iovhisftrobatime. This 
association was an affair of great ce- 
remony among the Morlachian s. 
Those wlro resolved to become /^^o- 
baiitntof, went together to the altar. 
each holding a taper in his haiu'. and 
the priest pronounced some ; ,} cr^i • 
ovef them. Thus united, thu i illus, 
ov /iro ban mc^-, hound themselves mu- 
tually to assist and serve each othei . 
Socivizcu's brother made an injudi- 
cious choice of a friend. The PvoIk:- 
time gave him an asylum, made him 
drunk, and then delivered hirn intr> 
the hands of tae pacha of Traunicl;, 
who put him to death with the niobt 
cruel tortures. 

Socivizca having learned this event, 
imjntdiatelv repaired to his brotlier' 
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Mend to hear the particulars. He was 
' received by the father, who related 
the story in such a manner, as to 
make him believe that his son was 
entirely innocent. The firodatime next 
made his appearance, and after a 
great display of kindness, went out, 
under pretence of seeking the finest 
Iamb in his flock to regale his friend; 
but his intention was to deliver him 
to the Turks who were at Duwno, 
twelve miles from his house. 

As neither the firobatime nor the 
lamb were forthcoming, all the fa- 
mily retired to rest, aod all seemed 
buried in slumber ; but Socivizca did 
not sleep. He was tormented with 
extraordinary forebodings; and un- 
able to endure his internal sensations, 
ifose from his bed in search of a light ; 
but could not find a spark of fire 
throughout the house. 

Suspicion and rage now possessed 
his mind. He sought his arms, but 
could not find them. He called aIou4^ 
but no answer was retumed. At 
length, he recollected that he had 
materials in his pocket to strike fire, 
and succeeded in lighting a lam{). He 
went to the bedside of the father, and 
demanded his arms. The old traitor, 
who expected his son's return with a 
body of Turks, sought to gain time 
I)y equivocating ; but the impetuous 
Socivizca dashed out his brains with 
a small axe which he accidentally 
found. He then applied to an old fe- 
male servant, who, dreading her 
master's fate, complied with Soci- 
vizca's demand. 

As soon as his arms were restored 
4 to him, he quitted the house, but 
lurked at a small distance to ^fitch 
the event, and ascertain the extent 
of the /irobanmc*s ircsichovy. Of this 
he soon obtained irrefragable proof, 
and retired breathuig nothing but 
vengeance. 

He assembled a few friends, and 
surrounding the traitor's habitation, 
set it on fire. Seventeen persons pe- 
rished in the flames. An unfortunate 
\voman attempting to make ht^r es- 



' cape was shot, together with the m^ 
hnt in her arms. 

From this time the Turks pursued 
Socivizca with the utmost rancour, 
and he multiplied his murders and 
robberies. 

Pursued on every side, and anxioAs 
to obtain d short repose, he retired 
with his family to a country in the 
Austrian dominions. He was for three 
years, together with his two brothers, 
his wife, his son and daughter, an in* 
habitant of Carlowitz, and during that 
period his conduct was irreproach- 
able. 

At length some person, whose 
name is not recorded, t>etrayed him 
into the hands of the same pacha whd 
had so cruelly put to death one tf 
his brothers ; and lib wife and chif- 
drcB were soon afterwards seized in 
the same manner. They were all 
compelled to set out for Traunidf; 
but during the journey, Socivizca 
contrived to make his escape, though 
he had still the mortification to leave 
hisfamUy prisoners. 

When his own ^fety was ensuretl, 
he negotiated with the pacha for the 
liberty of his wife and children j but 
in vain. All other methods failing, he 
determined to write, and his letter is 
given as a curious specimen of social 
feeling, operating on a rugged mind 
and ardent disposition. 

" I am informed, O pacAa of Bos- 
nia, that you complain of my escape > 
but I put it to yourself, what would 
you have done in my place ? WouW 
you have su fie red yourself to le 
bound with cords like a miseral^ 
beast, and led without resistance by 
men, who, as soon as they arrived at 
a certain place, would in all prpbda- 
lity, have put you to death ? Nattit& 
impels us to avoid destruction, and I 
have only actW in obedience to her 
laws. 

'' Tell me, pacha, what crime have 
my wife and children committed, 
that, in spite of law and justice, you 
should retain them like slaves f Per- 
Iiaps you. hope to render me more 
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suboiis&ive ; but yoii caDnot sareir 
expect that I shall return ta you> aod 
hold forth my arms to be loaded with 
fresh chains. No ; you do but deceive 
yourselft and render me more tcir- 
rible than before. Hear me then, pa- 
aba : you may exhaust on them all 
your fury, without producing the 
least ad^'antage. On my part I de- 
dare, I will wreak my vengeance on 
all the Turks, your subjects, who 
may fall into my hands ; and I will 
omit no means of injuring you.— For 
the love of God, restore to me, I be- 
seech you, my blood. Obtain my par- 
don from my sovereign, and no lon- 
ger retain in your memory my past 
/oileDces* I promise that I will then 
kttve your subjects in tranquillity, 
«Qd even serve them as a guide when 
necessary* 

" If you refuse me this favour, ex- 
pect from me all that despair can 
prompt. I will assemble my friends, 
carry destruction wherever you re- 
side, pillage your property, plunder 
your merchants ; and from this mo- 
ment, if you pay no attention to nvy 
entreaUes, I swear that I will mas- 
sacre every Turk that falls into my 
hands/* 

The pacha did not think proper to 
pay much attention to the letter of a 
highway robber, and Socivizca ex- 
erted himself in accomplishing the 
vow be bad made. He desolated the 
country, giving proofs of a prodigious 
valour; insomuch that the people 
were obliged to entreat the pacha to 
deliver them from so great a scourge, 
by sending back his wife and chil- 
dren. The pacha, however, was incx- 
*orabIe, and Socivizca could only ob- 
tain, the liberty of IJs family by a 
fortunate co-operation af force and 
, stratagem. 

It was not the satisfaction of re- 
gaining the society of persons so 



dear to him, that induced Socivizca 
to quit the life of a robber. That ef- 
fect was produced by other causes. 

His troop took prisoner a Turk 
who had favoured the escape of one 
of Socivizca's brothers. The brother, 
in opposition to the wish of the chief 
and the rest of the band, was anxious 
to return the favour. The captive was 
destined to die ; but the grateful rob- 
ber, while Socivizca was at prayers, 
a ceremony which he never omitted 
before meals, set him at liberty. All 
the aiducos were outrageous against 
the brother of Socivizca, and one of 
his nephews carried his resentment 
so far as to give him a blow. The in- 
dignant uncle drew a pistol, and kill- 
ed him on the spot. Socivizca ex- 
pelled his brother from tlie troop, and 
after performing the funeral obse- 
quies of his nephew, felt so great a 
degree of mortification, that he de- 
termined to pass the remainder of hid- 
,days in retirement. 

But the habits of a long life are not 
so easily changed. After a short re- 
treat, he suddenly resumed his occu- 
pation of plundering on the highway. 

After so many massacres and rob- 
beries, Socivizca found himself in 
possession only of six hundred se- 
quins. Part of this sum he confided to 
a friend, and part to a cousin, both of 
Svhom absconded with the deposit. 

At length, in 1775, the emperour 
Joseph II. passing by Grazach, where 
Socivizca then resided, was desirous 
to see hijp. He had him brought into 
his presence, interrogated him him- 
self, made him repeat the chief events 
of his life, and besides making him i 
considerable present in morey, ap-* 
pointed him to the post of arambassa 
of Pandours. He was living at Gi-a?, 
zach in 1777, when his history was 
first written, and it is not known whe- 
ther he Is yet dead. ^1800.] 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE EUROPSAN MAGAZINE. 



Could any of your readers tell me 
the origin of the phrase: " He does 
it U7tder the rose ?*^ 

J. HALL. 

" Under the rose we speak it."*— 
And at a venture, also, we take it, 
that the expression " under the rose,** 
like that which says, '^ he that is 
hanged need fear no colours," arose 
from the wars. It may be asked : 
What wars engendered the former 
phrase ? To which we reply, the 
wars betwixt the houses of York and 
Lancaster. These, it is well known, 
obtained, for ages, tl^e popular appel- 
lation of " The contention betwixt the 
two rosea** In this conflict, the oppo- 
site adherents wore as badges, the 
cognizances of their different parties. 
They swore by the red or the white 
rose; and these opposite emblems 
were displayed as the sigtis of tw^^ 
taverns; one of which was by the 

•Begjjars* Bush, comedy, Beaumont and 
Fletcher, act ii. scene 3. 



aide, and the other opposite the par* 
liament house, old palace yard, West* 
minster. Here the retaiaers and ser- 
vants of the noblemen attached to tlie 
duke of York and Henry VL used to 
meet. Here, as disturbances were 
frequent, measures either of deifenct 
or of annoyance were taken, and eveiy 
trsnsactlon was said to be done 
*' Under th« Ross ;" by which the 
most profound secrecy was presumed. 
From this, we believe, the phrase 
spread, and became a term of general 
acceptation : and it is curious to ob- 
serve, that in the time of James Z the 
authors whom we have quoted in our 
motto, put it, as a colloquial exprcs* 
sion, into the mouth of Vandunkcy the 
govemour oi Bruges : intending^ per- 
haps, to Intimate, that it was in uae an 
Fiandersf which, we need not hint to 
our friend Mr. H. was part of the 
dominions of the dutchess qf Bur* 
gundy f daughter of Richard^ duke qf 
Yorky and sister to Edward IF. 

Editor. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EUROPEAN MACAZ.I!7B. 

CLASSICAL EXPLANATION OF THE PHRASE "UNDER THE ROSE.'' 



SIR, 

YOUR explanation of the phrase, 
^' under the roscy* in your last 
number, is extremely ingenious and 
noveL It is indeed so plausible, that 
I should incline to trust to it, had I 
not always imagined that phrase to 
have been derived from an ancient 
custom, observed at Grecian festivals. 
The learned Polter thus descrilxis it: 
<' The rose, being dedicated by Cupid 
to Ilarpoci-alcs, the god o( sf/euce^ to 
engage him lo conceal the lewd ac^ 
liona of Venus, was an C7nb!c7n of 
:<'fcfice ; whence to /iresenty or hold it 
ufi to anr p'^rson in discourse, served 
instead of an admonition that it was 
time for him to hold his peace. And 
in entertaining rooms, it it was cus' 
tomary to pkice a rose above the tablcy 
lo bigmfy that ivhat wan there sfioken^ 
shjuld be kept iirivat^^** Potter refers 



to the following epigram for his 
authority : 

Est vosafos Veneris^ cujv$ quo facta late- 
rent, 

JBarpocratif matris dma, tHca>vit amar^ 
Jnde roaam mentis hospes tttspendit amici* ,• 

Cotwiva ta sub ea dicta, tacemto sctai. 

IMITATED. 

The Rose, tlic flower of Venus ! sweetly 
I'eils, 

And liiitive loves, and secret joys, con- 
ceals. 

" My mother's gift, thou god of Silence 
take, 

And be the emblem thine !" So Cupid 
spake. 

Hence o'er his table, tlie wise host sus- 
pends 

The^osE, that hints its silence to !iis 
'■-^ friends, 

And what beneath the Rose those hours 
reveal, 

The guests in sacred silence may couceaL 
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IN yoar last nuviber, your corres- 
pomlent, Mr. J. Hall, expresses a 
Dfish to be informed^ what is the 
origin of the phrase, under the rose. 
The wild rose tree IRota tylveairia] 
it is well known, abounds in solitary 
places, and at a distance from the 
haunts of man. Now, as such retired 
spots are well suited, not only aspla* 
ces of rendezvous for lovers, but for 
ethers engaged in traoaactions that 
shun the lifj^ht of day, and where they 
can unbosom themselves in perfect 
confidence to each other, is it not 
natural to suppose, that these places 



must have been frequently chosen 
for such purposes; and that, in time, 
the expression, "under the rose," 
might be figuratively applied to every 
thing, in which secrecy and fidelity 
were required ? 

This account may probably not he 
deemed satisfactory, by many of your 
readers. To such 1 can only say, in 
the words of the Roman poet : 

•— — — Si quid novisti rectius istis, 
CandidAB imperii ; si non, his utcre me- 
cum. Nemo.. 

London^ June 19, 1809. 



POETRY. 



LOVE ELEGY TO HENRY. 

iBy Mrs, Opie.'} 
Then thou hast leanit tlic secret of my 

soul; 
Officious Friendship has its trust betrayed ; 
Ko more I need the bursting sigrh control ; 
Nor summon pride my strugghng soul i» 

aid. 

But think not banished hope r^tiUTis ai^n, 
Tliink not I write thy thankless heart to 

move ; 
The faded form, that tells my tender pam. 
May win thy pity, but it can't thy love. 

Nor can I move thee by soft winning art. 
By manners taught to charm, or practised 

glance » 
ArdeM as thmet-my too, too feeling heart 
Disdains the tutored eye, the fond ad- 
vance. 

The cold coquette, to win her destined 
prey, 

.May £eign a passion, whicl^ she ne'er can 
feel J 

But I, true passion's soft commands obey. 

And fain Tny tender feelings would con- 
ceal. 

In others* eyes, when fixed on thii>e, I see 
That fondness painted, which alone 1 know; 
Think not, my Henry, they can love like 
roe. 

More love I hide than they can e'er henfotr. 



Wliilc tender glances theircmotions speak, 
And oft they heave and oft suppress the 

sigh J 
O, turn to me, behold my pallid cheek 
Shrinking from tliine, belifld my douni 

cast eye ! 

While they by mirth, by wit, thine ear 

amuse. 
And by their eloquence tliy plaudits seek ; 
Sec mfe, the fond contention still refuse. 
Nor in tliy presence, llciu^', dare to speak. 

MTien asked to breathe the soul enchant- 
ing song. 

See them o'erjoyed exert their utmost art ; 

While vainly I would join the cTioral 
tJirong, 

Lost are tljose tones which once could 
touch the heart. 

But, Henry, wert thou in love's language 
wise, ^ 

Vainly would otJiers more than Emma 
shine : 

Beyond their sweetest strains thy heart 
would prize 

One faint, one broken, tender tone of mine. 

O proofs of passion, eloquent as vain ! 
By thee unheeded, or perha|>8 unknpwn— 
But learn, tl>e pangs that prompt this 

peiuslvc strain, 
Ere loi\g, disdainful youth, may be thine 

own. 
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SPIHlt OF THE MAGA2m£d. 



Ah ! AO-^'m b^«ie«s-lore ihoa canM* -not 

pine. 
Thou ne'er canst woo the brijyhtcst maid 

in vain ; 
^or thee love's stai' midst cloudless skies 

will shine, 
And light lliy graceful steps to Hymen's 

fant:: 

While I, as hope, and strength, and life 

recede. 
Tar, far fi-om Uiec shall waste tlie languid 

day: 
Blest, if the scroll that speaks thy bliss I 

read. 
But far more blest to feci life's powers 

depay. 



THE DESKRTED PARSONAGE. 
[ By J. Lynch, e*y.] 

MARK* where yon steeple rears its simple 
spire, 

Whpi-e all the village train, witli awe re- 
tire. 

To lift their grateful orisons on high, 

'I'o him, whose awful mandate ri,|^e$ the 
sky. 

1 love to see the long pi-ocession glide 

Across the ine:ul, pr up the gi-cen hill's 
side, 

To that plain edifice, whose folding door 

Expands admissible to rich and poor : 

Tiie house of Him, who no distinction 
knows. 

But tliat wliich Tirtue's sacred power be- 
stows. 

Behind! the church a tottering mansion 
bends, ' 

Whose mouldering wall a sudden lapse 
portends ; 

Hank weeds enclose its entrance i and 
each stone 

Is with excrescpnt damps and moss o'er? 
grown : 

Its garden waste, its lawn o'crrun with 
briar; 
# if 8 once pclhicid fount a bed of mirf^: 
i'Jiere desolation reigns — no luiman somid 
riic long deserted, lonely rooms resound : 

Ko guest,^with champing steed and hasty 

hoof, 
\pproachcs now the hospitable voof ; 

That rifted roof, wide opcni»vg to the slcy j 

Totters at every blast tliat blusters hv. 

* From poems about to be published. 

I The author has seen a p?irsonagc 
house m Yorkshire, which aT>f«\\"rrd th:^ 
ifoscriptinn 



Alas ! ^e parsdnage 1^^ AIss ! the 
shame" — 

Methinks I hear some hoary swain es-> 
claim, 

" A time there was, when yonder moul- 
dering dome 

Was Peace and Charity's selected home. 

How cheerfbl to the eye its front arose ! 

There crept the woodbine, and here 
bloomed the rose, 

Tliere drooped tlie virgin lily's pensive 
head; 

And here carnations glowed t?ith streaky 
red. 

There stood of ancient elms a stately row. 

Now by the imrelenting axe laid low i 

And Iiere, as gently sloped the smiling 
lawn. 

Started at every breeze, the trembling 
fawn. 

Methinks, e'en now, in von sequestered 
way. 

Where hazel clumps exclude the noon- 
tide ray. 

Our lost, lamented, past'ral friend I view. 

As wont, some pious reverie pursue. 

O ! what a roan was he \ — what charms of 
sense 

Could round such tranquil happiness dis- 
pense. 

Each sun, tliat on his works delighted 
shone, 

Saw him neglect, for others* ease hisown.- 

Each libersd sentiment that warmed hhl 
breast, 

A friend in every human foi-m confest; 

No narrow, selfish prejudice confined. 

His noble, free, disinterested mind. 

To every sect alike his bouiity floweil ; 

His love for all manknid unceasing glowed.- 

For as the sun its genial warmth imparts. 

Alike to barren and to fertile parts. 

So would he dedicate to all his can:. 

And portion of his love to all a share r 

Good, without pride ; aiwilcamed without 
conceit ; 

Skilled to check riot, or suppress debate; 

Ko match declared — no contract was be- 

Xor mother gave her maid, nor sire his 

son ; 
Till first their pastoral friend the choice 

appnned'; 
His s.ii.ctiou was the prize for those thai 

loved. 
Beneath his cJ*redark mclauc holy smiled. 
By soothing arguments of wo beguiled : 
l>es]>airgTew cahn, and sorrow's rankling 

•Iftrt 
Was bhmted by his soft persuasive art. 
The wi-etch by persecuting conscience 

-inncr 
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Drank peace and hope iWknbis enHTening 

tongue; 
That tongue whosh hannonizing sounds 

would flow 
A magick talisman for every wo. 

Alas ! one fatal eve, by duty led, . 

lie sought with godly zeal the feverish bed 

Of fell disease---hc sought to clieer the 

hour 
Of harpy Deatli's inevitable power ; 
Baf, can my fkultcring voice our misery 

tell? 
A victim to his generous pains he fell ; 
He fell (but rests in every heart inumed) 
"Wet with the tears of all ; beloved and 

mourned ! 



Ah! sad reverse—— a stripling of the 

gown 
Now holds the vicarage, but lives in 

town. 
In scenes of g^y voluptuousness he strays. 
And spends in revelry both nights and 

days. 
AVhilc yonder dome, slow mouldcringlnto 

dust. 
Admits each pelting shower and vagrant 

gust." 

Metliinks I hear the swain — ^his deep- 
drawn sigh ! 
f mark the rising sorrow swell his eye ; 
And as I bid farewell, and turn the vale, 
Heflection ponders on his mournful talp. 



TRS SQUEAKINCrOHOST.- 

Jt tale, imitated from tJie German, according' 
t9 the true and geivuiiie principles of tlie 
horrifch. 

The wind whistled loud ! farmer Dobbin's 
wheat stack 
Fell down! The rain beat 'gainst his 
door! 
As he sat by tlie fire, he heard tlie roof 

crack ! 
The cat *gan to mew and to put up her 
back ! 
And the candle burnt— ^MJ»f aa before / 
The farmer exclaimed, with a piteous 
sigh, 
" To get rid of this curs*d noise and 
rout, 
"Wife, gi'e us some ale." His dame 

straight did cry, 
Hemed and coughed three times three, 
then made this reply— 
" I can't n\uii !" Why ? *Cau$e the cask':; 
out ? I 
By the side of the fire sat Roger Gee-ho, 

Who had finished his daily vocation. 
With Cicely, whose eyes were as black as 

a sloe, 
A damsel indeed who had never said No, 
And because the ne'er had an occasion ! 
All these were alarmed by hmd piercing 
cries, 
Antl were thrown in a' terrible state. 
Till opening the door, with wide staring 

eyes. 
They found to their joy, no less than sur- 
prise, 
** 'Twos t/te old so-wfast stuck in a gate /" 
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M. OBGEN, a watchmaker of Vienna, 
has invented a machine for raising a per- 
son into the air. It is formed of two kinds 
of parachutes .of taffeta, which may be 
folded up or extended at pleasure, and the 
person who moves them is placed in the 
centre. M.Degcn has made severalpublick 
experiments, and risen to a height of fifty- 
four feet, flying in various directions with 
tlie celerity of a bird. A subscription has 
been opened at Vienna to enable the in- 
ventor to prosecute his inquiries. 

BARON I.UTGENDORF, long known 
as a traveller and voyager, has contrived a 
machine by which a person may existifin- 
der water, witlH)utfear of being drowned 
— It is a kind of cuirass, which admits of 
the body assuming every possible position, 
and which is said to be cxti'emely useful 
in saving persons in danger of belug 



drowned. The police of Vienna have pui** 
chased a considerable number of these 
machines, with the view of assisting in 
bringing up drowned peitons fi*om the 
bottom of the Danube. 

AEROSTATIOK— On the 22d August, 
180d, Messrs. Andreoli and Brioschi, ol' 
Padua, ascended in a balloon, amid an 
immense concourse of spectators. Soon 
after leaving th^ ground, tlie barometer 
having fallen to fiueet^inches, M. Brioschi 
begpn to feel sn extraordinary^ palpitation 
of the heart; his breathing, however, was 
not affected : the barometer, afterwards, 
fell to twelve inches, and he wns overcome 
with a gentle sleep, which ended in a 
complete lethargy. The balloon coiitiimed 
ascending ; and when tlic barometer stood 
Ht nine inches M. Andreoli perceived that 
the raachin<* vi^gfi5^0r>^Vtelv inflated, and 
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that he cottU not noTe ius left hand. The 
mercury continuing' to descend, marked 
eig-lit iiicUes and a lialf, and a violent de- 
tonation was heard frnm the balloon, 
wluch Uien descended with great rapidky, 
and M. Briotohi awoke. The aeronauts 
aUghted saiely on tlie bill of Eug^anea, not 
far from Petrarch's tomb and the city of 
Arj^a, about twelve miles from Padua. 
The voyage lasted fiom half past three 
until half past eight o'clock. 



DR. BKEWSTJ&R, of Edinbnrgfa* has 
invented an instrument for detemuning 
distaitces at one station, witlioutBicasuriDg 
a base, without a portable base being at- 
tached to the instrument^ or without know- 
ing* tlic magnitude of the object, the dis- 
tance of which is to be ascertained. A loi^ 
base is actually created by the instrumeBt, 
without oieasuring it ; and the distance is 
obtained upon a principle, which, as fsir as 
we know, has never been employed in tii- 
gonomical instruments. 
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O:/' COMMUNIC.\TIO\S for this head, from autljors and booksellers, post 
paid, will be inserted free of expense. Literary advertisements will he printed upoa 
the covers attlie usual price. 



RECENT AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 
In Baltimore^ ptiblishedy 

The Pi-actice and Junsdiction of the 
Court of Admiralty, in three parts. 1. A 
Historical Kxaminution of the Civil Juris* 
diction of tlie Court of Admiralty. '2. A 
Translatio!! of Clarke's Praxis, with notes 
on tlic Jurisdiction and Practice of the 
l>istrict Courts. :">. A Collection of Pre- 
cedents. Paivt nalioiie uiodoquc. By 
John E. Hall, Kscpiirc. pp. 230, 8vo. 
ByThomtn . /. Jiovahh, X. Y'.ri; rcfmbUxhedj 

The Life and Adventures of Uobinson 
Crusoe, price 1 dollar. 
Mif J)' Loiig~*vorth^ Xeiv Torkf puhlished. 

No. I. of ihe Rambler's Magazine, and 
Theatrical Krj^ister. 
Ml/ Robert •WDermut, JV. J'or^, piMshed, 

The Yankee in London. A scries of 
Letters, written by an American, during 
nine months residence in London. Con- 
taining Sketches of Society, and manners 
in tliat city at tlie present day ; and of the 
roost promir.ent traits in the Knj^lisli cha- 
i-actcr. 1 vol. 12mo, price 87 1-2 cents. 
A\so~^^farvland Rcpnrtt. 

Being a scries of the most import.int 
law casrs, argued and determined in the 
Provincial Court, and court of Appeals, 
of the then province of Maryland, from 
the year 1700, down to the American Ue- 
voIuVion, selected from the records of the 
Ktute, and from notes of some of the most 
eminent co\inscl, who practised law with- 
in that period. By Thomas Harris, jun. esq. 
clerk of the Court of appeals, and John 
M'Hcnry, esq. attorney at law. 

i?y JtiUiam IVelUy Bo&t on ^ published , 
A Biographical Dittiona»*> . — Containing 
a brief account of the first iiwUkrs, and 



other eminent Charactet»s, among the Ma- 
gistrates, Ministers, liiterary ana WoflAy 
Men of New England. By John Elliot, D.D. 
Corresponding Secretary of the Massa- 
chussetts Historical Society. 

** These were honoured in their gene- 
rations, and were the glory of Uieir times.** 
Son of St/racL 

One volume 8vo. price 2 dolls. 50 ets. 
in boat ds, and 3 dolls, neatly iionnd. 

By haiah Thomas, Buf^toriy and IVorcrtta- 
Scmions on Various Subjects, Evan- 
gelical, Devotional and Practical, adapted 
to the Promotion of Christian Piety, Fa- 
mily Religion, and Youthful Virtue. By 
the Rev. Joseph Lathrop, I). D. Pastor of 
the First Church in Westspringficld. 

Btj Farramlf Maiiory U C'9, Boston, re- 
pubfisftedi 

The Scripture Doctrine of Atonement 
Examined — First, in relation to Jewisli 
Sacrifices — and then, to the ^acri^e of 
our blessed Lonl and Saviour Jesus 
Christ By John Taylor, of Norwich. 

To which are added— Candid Remarks 
upon tlie Rev. Mr. Taylor's Discourse, en- 
tJUied, The Scripture Doctrine of AtoQc- 
ment. By George Hampton, M- A. 

PROPOSBD AMERICAN PUBLICATIOXS. 

Matheto Carey, Philadelphia^ 
Proposes to republish — Wilkinson's ge- 
neral Atlas, Royal Quarto, with additions 
of the Maps of the several states, and ex- 
pects to be able to publish it in about 
twelve montlis. 

Jane Jiitken, Pfiiiaflelphia, 
To publish in a few days — An Epitome 
of Electricity, and Galvanicm. By two 
Gentlemen of Philadelphia. 
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The object of the authors of this work 
lias been to arrange and illijistrate prin- 
ciples; to bring" into one view what is 
most important upon these subjects in 
other treatises, now become numerous 
and expensive ; to add their own experi- 
ments in support of correct theory ; and 
to dt{!^st the whole into system. 

Johnson and Warner, PhiUtdeiphia, 

To republish by subscription — Guthrie's 
new Creographical, Historical, and Com- 
mercial Grammar : and present State of 
the several Kingdoms of the World — illus- 
trated by twenty five correct Maps. The 
Astronomical part by James Ferguson, 
W R. S. 

Bradford and Jrukeep, Phifadelphia, 

To republish-^Letters and Reflections 
of the Austrian Fiekl-marslial Prince de 
Ligue. Edited by the Baroness de Stael 
Holstem. Containing Anecdotes, hitherto 
ui^HibUshed, of Joseph II. Catharine II. 
Ffederick the Great, Rousseau, Voltaire, 
ami others; with interesting remarks on 
the Turks ; translated from the French, by 
D. Boileau. 

/. J^lUgan, Georgetormif Col. 

To republish — Tales of Fashionable 
life, by Miss Eflgeworth, author of Prac- 
tical Education, Letters for Literary La- 
dies, the Parent's Assistant, &c. — J, M. 
has also neariy ready for publication. The 
E'arent's Assistant ; or. Stories for Chil- 
dren, in 3 vols. 18mo. — price 2 dollars 50 
cents, neatly boimd and lettered. 

Williams £^ Whiting ^ J\i>Tv-Yorh, 
. To publish by subscription — A copy- 
right edition of The Federalist, on the new 
Constitution, written in 1788, by Alexan- 
der Hamilton, James Madison, and John 
Jay : together witli an additional voUnne 
of selected and original matter, from the 
writhigs of general Hamilton. 

S. Goidd, Al'-w-York, 

To rcpiiblisli — Cooper's Equity Plead- 
er ; also, Roberts on Wills. 
Jf A^eiO'York, 

Proposals are issued, without a name, 
to publish a work, to be entitled, Thcoplii- 
Janthropist ; to be published by a Society 
in monthly numbers. 
[The object of this work to us, appears to 

be to promote the cause of infidelity 

and atheism. The professed object is "to 

promote tlie progress of rcanoTL, and to 

increase the suniof human happiness."] 

f" Ji. Kendal, o/^VexvYorl^ haa in the press. 
Travels in Lower und Upper Cun.'idu. A 
ycr}' high degree of importance attaches 
itself to tJiesti TiuVcls, as well for the re- 
cent andauthentick information whicli they 
contain, concerning two provinces of so 
much value l.> the HrilMi on.n'ne, as iWr 



the novel and interesting views which they 
afford, of the coimtries northwest of the 
Canadas, their inhabitants and natural 
history. In Lower Canada, a prominent ob- 
ject of inquiry was the commerce in furs; 
and every detail cd this commerce neces- 
sarily connects itself with the actual his- 
tory of the North American nations, in- 
vol^^ing uccouuts of their numbers, habits, 
and condition. These subjects, so m%I1 
calculated to fix the attentioii of philoso- 
phers and statesmen, Mr. Kendal has been 
enabled, by the aid of original documents, 
and much oral communication, to treat of, 
in a manner full of novelty, and peculiarly 
satisfactor}'. The arts, the poetry, and tlie 
mythology of these tribes of hunters, are 
each found to invite attention, and even to 
possess attractions not unworthy of the 
walks of polite letters. Besides other en- 
gravings, this work is to be accompanied 
by a splendid series of coloured plates, ex- 
hibiting the wiilitary costume of theKinis- 
tinoes of the plains. In that part of the 
travels which relates to Upper Canada, 
the memory of Brandj^ the Iroquois chief, 
is preserved, by a por^it, drawn from tiie 
life, and bv some biographical memoirs. 
The agriculture, trade, resources, and po- 
litical and moral state of l^wer and Upper 
Canada, are illustrated by a multitude of 
important facts, and the work abounds 
with anecdote. The work is expected to 
form one large volume 4to. and will be 
published in England about tlie time of its 
appearance in America. 

ThomoM & Whipple, JK^ewburyport, 
To publish a copyright edition of A 
New System of Modern (icograpliy ; or, a 
general description of all the considerable 
countries in the world ; compiled from the 
latest European and American geogra- 
phies, voyages and travels : designed for 
schools and academies. By Elijah Parish, 
D. D. Minister of Byefield ; author of " A 
compendious system of universal Cieogi-ac 
phv," &c. &c. ; ornamented with maps. 
" Thottgh geography in an earthly huhject, 

it 4 * a hea veiUy study.''* Burke. 



RECENT BRITISH PUBLICATIONS. 

Observations and Experiments on the 
Use of Su||^' in Feeding Cattle, Slice]), 
and Swine, 8vo. 3«. 6r/. 

The Life of George Romncy, csti. B\ 
William Haylcy, 4to. 2:. 2^<. 

The Life of Mr. John Bunjan, with ^ 
Porti'ftit and Fac simile. By the Bcv. Jo- 
seph Irimey, V2mo. 4«, 6d. ' 

The Foundling of the Forest, a plav, in 
three acts. By ^^^|^i5tip ^iiiiAi>4^g^M- :• (>'•. 
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Cases ar^ed and determined in tbe 
High Court of Chancery. By F. Vesey, 
esq. of Lincoln's-inn, Barrister. Vol. XiV. 
part 3. r*. 6d. 

Scintilla Juris ; or an Ar^ment in sup- 
.port of the Doctrine that " A future uae 
cannot have the possession executed to it 
by the Statute of Uses, unless tliere exists 
a Seisin in some person sobiect to such 
uset at or within due time, after tlie hap- 
pening of the act, period, or event upon 
which it may be limited to arise." By Wil- 
liam Henry Itome, esq. of Lincoln's-inn. 

An Account of the Operations of the 
British Army, and of the State and Senti- 
menU of the People of Portug^ and Spain, 
during the Campaigns of 1806 and 9. By 
the Rev. James Wilmot Ormsby, chaplain 
on Uie staff. 2 vols. 8vo. 

A new Analysis of CSironology. By WU» 
liam Hales, D. D. Vol;I.4to.2l. 3t. 

Codebs Suited, or the Opinions and Part 
of the life of Caleb Ccdebs, esq. 6». 

An Account of Travels in Marocco, 
South Barbary, and across the Atlas 
Mountains, made during a stay of sixteen 
years in that coun^'. By James Gray 
Jackson, 4to. 3/. 2«. 

A Tour through Denmark and Sweden, 
\iTitten during the last winter and spring. 
By Lieut. Col. J. Macdonald, 3 vols, fools* 
cap. Bva 12«. 

An Elementary Treatise on Chymistry, 
comprising the most important facts of 
the Science, with Tables of Decompo- 
sition, on a new plan ; to which is added 
an Appendix, J?iving an account of the 
latest discoveries. By Charles Sjivester, 
8vo. 79. 6d. 

Essays on Professional Education, in 
eight chapters. 1. On the Choice of a Pro- 
fession, % On the Clerical Profession. 3. 
On the Military and Naval Professions. 4. 
On the Medical Profession. 5. On the 
Education of a Country Gentleman. 6. On 
the Profession of the Law. 7. On the Edu- 
cation of a Statesman. 8. On tlie Educa- 
tion of a Prince. Bv U. L. Edgeworth, esq. 
F.RS. MP. L.A. 4to. IL 5r. 

William Tell, or Swisserland delivered. 
A posthumous work of the Chevalier de 
Florian ; to which is prefixed a life of the 
Author. By Jaufirett. Translated from tlie 
French, by William B. Hewitson, Author 
of the Blind Boy, &c. 12mo. 5f. 

Sir John Carr's Poems, embellished 
with an elephant porli-ait from Westall, en- 
i;Tavcd byFreemars, 4tC'. ?U J^vn. 10.?. 6((. 



A Dane's Excursions in Britain. By Mr. 
Anderson, author of a Tour in Zealand, 
&c. 2 vols. 129. 
PROPOSED BRITISH PUBLICATIOKI. 

Mr. Murphy, Author of the DescriptioH 
of the Church at Battalha, &c. is preparinr 
for publication, the Arabian Anttqimies S 
8pm. The work will be printed in large 
folio, and consist of about one hundred 
plates, with descrf)>tioiis of the different 
objects, and several interesting particul«f 
relating to the Arabs, and their establish- 
ments m Spain. 

Richard Cumberland, esa. proposes to 
print by subscription. Twelve or his hi- 
therto unpublished Pramas, in a quarto 
voluBie, to be ready next spring. 

A Treatise on Evidence, relating to 
Criminal and Civil Actions, with Proofr 
necessary to different Actions, alphabet- 
ically arranged. 

A* new edition of Booth on Real Actioas, 
with Additional Notes front Mr. Setjeant 
HUrsMSS. 

A new edition of Mr. Powell's Convey- 
ancing, with Notes, by Mr. Barton, in o 
vols, royal 8vo. 

A short Treatise upon the Law of Pa> 
tents for new Inventions, conuunin^ the 
Opinion of Lord Eldon, as Chief Justice of 
Common Pleas, in Cartwright v, Amatt, 
and dedicated, by pennisaion^to his Lord- 
ship. By William Scott, Esq. of Lincolo%- 
Inn, Barrister at Law. 

Mr. Williamson, of the Inner Temple, 
has nearly ready for publication, a Com- 
panion and Guide to the I^ws of England* 
comprising the most useful and interest- 
ing heads of the Law ; to which is added 
a Summary of the Laws of London. 

An Irish gentleman of rank, who lately 
spent three years in London, is prepnriig 
for publication, a Series of Letters to hb 
Father in Ireland, containing the Secret 
History of the British Court and Metro- 
polis, with the state of Modem Manners 
and Society. 

A work upon the principles and plan of 
Coclel)**, by a clergjman of the first re- 
spectability, is now in preparation, and 
will shortly be published. It is intended 
ns a counterpart to that popular work, and 
to form a standing compai^on Ibr it, when 
tjie rage for ephemeral productions is 
past. 

A Translation of the Voyage of dTSli- 
trccasti*eauxin search of La Perouscisia 
tlie pres'^ 
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PERIODICAL papers devoted to 
elegant literatorse and popular in- 
^ruction, exhibiting pictures of the 
manners of the age, constitute a spe* 
cies of literary composition^ which 
ifith pride and fondness we pro- 
nounce to have originated in this 
country* Our author ascribes the 
honour of the invention to Steele. 
With hinj, however, it seems to have 
been nothing more than one of those 
fiMKiful projects which he easily em- 
braced and easily relioquished. The 
invention seems more fidrly due to 
-Addison, who having amassed ma- 
terials with the assiduity of a student, 
came prepared to rescue periodical 
corapositioa from the dregs of po- 
liticks and polemicks— and to give a 
new direction to the national taste. 

Dr* Drake opens his work by an 
essay which descri1)es the state of 
literature and manners in this island, 
at the commencement of the Tatler* 
There was a theatre, which incul- 
cated debauchery as a duty, and im- 
iqorality as a grace; men of the high- 
est rank indulged in amusements 
which are now confined to the low- 
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est; women were either the frivolous 
idols of the toilette, or the solemn 
drudges of the housekeeper's room. 
Science, which had felt some en- 
couragement from the gayety of 
Chark^ was neglected by the phleg- 
maiick William, and ridicule in the 
first years of Anne; and it was not 
wonderful thi^ our women could not 
spell, when it may be said, that our 
men bad not yet learnt to read. 

The popular effects produced by 
these papers is unequalled in the his- 
tory of literature. They made us a 
people of readers, of thinkers, and 
of writers, and they gave a new di« 
rection to the literature of Europe. 
Dr. Drake, has produced some stri- 
king evidence of their influence from 
two interesting contemporary pam- 
phlets* 

** Every morning their readers were 
instructed in some new principle of duty, 
which was endeared to tnem by the beau- 
ties of description, and impressed oa their 
minds in the most indelible characters.*' 
** All the pulpit discourses of a year scarce 
produced half the good as flowed from 
the Spectator of a day." — " These writing's 
here set all otir wits and men of letters 
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upon a new Way of thinking, of which 
tficy had but little or no notion before — 
Every one of them writes and thinks 
Tnach more justly than they did some time 
since.** 

Some factSf however, relative to 
thiti period, have escaped his indus- 
try, liudgell declares, that 20,000 
of the Spectators have been sold in 
ene day. They penetrated even lo the 
Highlands, And were read with the 
news of the week, by die grave po- 
litiqiaos who met after church on 
Sundays, to arrange national affairs. 
The/ were soon imitalcd, and their 
very titles^ copied, throughout Eu-^ 
rope. Th^lethargick Hollander awoke 
to a Sficciaior^ by Van Effen; the 
French had their Babillard; and the 
Germans their Guqrdian. This last, 
printedat Hamburgh, found a heavjr 
sale, till the writers inserted trans- 
lations of the English Spectators, 
when the demand for it rapidly and 
widely increased. At that time, it 
was a tribute paid to wit, somewhat 
unexpected from Germany. 

The bold feature in *' this new 
manner of writing,'^ as it was called, 
is the dramatick plan which Addison 
adopted with all the felicity of genius, 
and which has become the despair of 
his imitators! By the invention of a 
dramatis firrsonie^ of opposite hu- 
mours and pursuits, as in the club of 
the Spectator, and the feigned cha- 
raotBis of his correspondents, he 
pottred all tbe colours of life into this 
moving scene. These personages 
served as vehicles lor exhibiiing the 
domestick manners of the nation, at a 
time when there was a decisive ori- 
ginality among our countrymen, now 
so equalized ai)d flattened by artificial 
uniformity. As some of his foreign 
imitators copied this invention, they 
exhibit an interesting contrast of na- 
tional manners. In the Spectator of 
Mii-avaux, for instance, we find the 
portraits of his Parisians; the lively 
1 renchman plays with their levities, 
but weeps over their serious distress- 
es. The letter of a father on the in- 
gratitude of his son, is an eloquent 
appeal to the feelings; while wiib 



equal power and patbos, he describes 
the tyranny of patrons, the torments 
of avarice, and the perfidy of friends, 
by those incidents, and touches of 
character, which he discovered in his 
own country. In the Spectator of Van 
EflTen, the manners and feelings of 
the Hollanders are given, like copies 
after life, by Heemskirk. The mem- 
bers of his literary club share the 
ponderous gravity of the natives, 
while the boorish pride of the monied 
Dutchman is at once the coarsest an4 
the truest of portraits. Van Efifen has 
given a voluminous love-story; but it 
a country where that romantick pas- 
sion does not appear above once in a 
century, with more truth than taste- 
His Laura is a maid servants his Pe- 
trarch a carpenter of Amsterdam* 
The first interview takes place as she 
stands on the steps of her door, holdr 
ing on^ of those stoves of lighted 
turf which the women carry to warm 
themselves. The youth, who has long 
watched for the auspicious moment^ 
requests to light his pipe at her stove; 
but as every puff closes with a sigh, 
the pipe of love is to be perpetually 
renewed. The dialogue is artless. 
The Dutch maid is coy« and even 
coquettish. The boor delicate — at a 
certain period of the history, he ac- 
tually exhibits somewhat like a 
symptom of despair I 

That the lucubrations of Addisoa 
had such an influence on the popular 
writings of foreigners, is a £ict 
which seems to have escaped notice. 
Dr. Drake, does not allude to it, 
though he gives accoimts of foreign 
works, which preceded Addison, with 
some congeniality of charactes. Such 
are the " Coitigiano," of Castilione, 
and the ^^ Galateo" of De la CasaT 
the former, which the Italians em- 
phatically term» " the golden book," 
displays the politeness which reign- 
ed amottg the higher ranks of society 
during the sixteenth century. The 
latter was the domestick code of ci* 
vility throughout Europe, and cob- 
tains the art of living in the world, 
addressed to all ranks of society. 
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The character of Steele branches, 
under the fertile pen of our author, 
into six essays, inchiding his bio- 
graphy — his style— his taste and cri- 
tical abilities— his invention, imagery, 
and pathos— his humour and deline* 
ation of character — his et hicks and 
morality. These are treatbd with 
considerable ingenuity, and with that 
nice discrimination of the charac- 
teristicks of an author, in which Dr« 
Drake is so expert. 

The life of Steele is not that of a 
retired scholar; hence his moral cha- 
racter becomes more instructive. He 
was one of those whose hearts are 
the dupes of their imaginations, and 
Tvho are hurried through life by the 
most despotick volition. He always 
preferred his caprices to his interests; 
or, according to his own notion, very 
ingenious, but not a little absurd — 
*♦ he was always of the hmtiour of 
preferring the state of his mind to 
that of his fortune." The first act of 
his life develops the succeeding 
ones. His unde .could not endure a 
hero for his heirtbut Steele had seen 
a marching regiment — he thercfoi^c 
enlisted as a private in the horse 
guards, and cocking his hat, and put- 
ting on a broad sword, jack boots, 
and shoulder belt, with the most ge- 
nerous feelings he forfeited a good 
estate ! His frank temper and his wit 
conciliated esteem, and extorted ad- 
miration. TTie private was raised to 
ati ensign, and the ensign plunged 
Into all the dissipations of the town. 
But genius is often pensive amidst 
Us orgies* It was in the height of 
these irregularities that he composed 
his " Christian Hero,*' a moral and 
religious treatise, which the con- 
* tritions of every morning dictated, and 
to which the disorders of every even- 
ing added another penitential page. 
He was, at once, a man of the town 
and a censor; and he wrote M^ely es- 
says on the follies of the day in an 
enormous black peruke which cost 
him fifty guineas ! He built an elegant 
Tills; but as be was alwavs inculca* 
ling economy, he called it a hoYd. 



He detected the fallacy of the South- 
sea scheme, while he himself invented 
projects, neither inferiour in magnifi- 
cence nor in mteery. Yet, gifted at all 
times with the suscei>tibility of ge- 
nius, he exercised the finest feelings 
of the heart* The same generous sen- 
timents which deluded his judgment 
and invigorated his passions, ren- 
dered him a tender and pathetick dra- 
niatist; a most fertile essayist; a 
patriot without private views; an 
enemy, whose resentment died away 
in raillery; and a friend, who could 
warmly press the hand that wounded 
ftiira. Whether in administration, or 
expelle<l the house— whether afll#- 
ent, or flying from his creditors— in 
the fulness of his heart he, perhaps, 
secured his own happiness. But such 
men live only for themselves; they 
are not links In the golden chain of 
society. In the waste of his s|^odid 
talents he had raised sudden cnniiiieS) 
and transient friendships. The world 
uses such men as eastern travellers 
do fountains; they drink their waters, 
and think of them no more I Steele 
lived to be forgotten. He opened (lis 
career with folly ; he hurried througii 
it in a tumult of existence ; and he 
closed it by an involuntary exile, 
amidst the wrecks of his fortune aod 
his mind ! 

His writings are often careleas, and 
rarely graceful. His literary excel* 
lence consists in his delineation of 
character. He copies life with all the 
faithfulness of a Flemish painter; 
and if, contrasted with Addiso&i he 
be found without the softness of his 
colouring, and the delicacy of his 
penciling, it cannot be denied that 
he is more versatile and vigorous, 
and the most original skctchcr after 
life of the early part of the last cen- 
tury. His portraits, like those of 
Leiy, preserve the likenesses of our 
ancestors; but not being formed pn 
the general and permanent principles 
of art, he is more a painter of la&hions 
than of nature* 

The character and writings of 
Addisoft oc^qpj^ B^j^^'p, in the 
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manner of the preceding ones on 
Steele^ Among these are introduced 
some curious dissertations One on 
the progress of English style^ divi- 
ded into three periods; the first from 
the middle of Elizabeth's reign to 
the restoration; the second from the 
restoration to the accession of queen 
Anne; and the third from this last 
era, to the year 1714, when Addison 
published bis best productions. In 
another dissertation, our author in- 
quires into the introduction of east- 
ern imagery amongst us, and has 
collected much interesting matter on 
the subject, with sufficient erudition 
for that class of readers which he ad- 
dresses. 

The fourth volume opens with an 
enumeration of periodical papers 
from the publication of the Tatler to 
the commencement of the Rambler. 
These consist of no less than eighty, 
forming an aggregate of near three 
liundred volumes, whose existence it 
scarcely suspected. Yet even this 
ample catalogue is incomplete. We 
possess mom than one paper, not 
inserted in the list*. These works, 
worthless as a whole, continue, how- 
ever, tJie view of the progress of po- 
lite literature and domestick manners, 
to the days of Johnson. They con- 
tain many thousand essays; and if 
some of our literary Idlers, with that 
kindof goodhumoured patience which 
they sometimes so admirably exert, 
would put them into their crucibles, 
they might extract from these moun- 
tains of sand, a few grains of gold. 

The taste for periodical publica- 
tions became so general that every 
literary adventurer considered him- 
self entitled to lay his fugitive leaf on 
the breakfast table. It was also ima- 
gined that every possible subject was 
equally adapted to the purposes of 
the essayist; and consequently we 
find such tiiles as, " The Mercator,*^ 
*' The British Merchant," &c. Nay, 
the town was, for some mornings, 
addressed by the humble authors of, 
'.' The Weaver," and, « The Manu^ 



£acturer,** in consequence of a con- 
troversy between the dealers in the 
woollen and calico manufactures. 

From the copious list of papecs 
before us, we shall select a fow, 
distinguished for their literary cast. 
The Lay Monastery was the united 
labour of sir Richard filackmore and 
Hughes, the poet. Our author gives 
a specimen from a parallel between 
poetry and painting, drawn up, as he 
says, by sir Richard; but so elegant 
and ingenious that the writer of it 
may at least be doubted. 

The Free^Tfdnktr^ was published 
by Ambrose Phillips, powerfully 
aided by Boulter, archbishop of Ar- 
magh; Pearce, bishop of Rochester; 
West, lord Chancellor of Ireland, 
and many of the first scholars of the 
age. It abounds with elegant fictions 
which display a happy combinadan 
of fancy and precept. 

TVrrir Filius was a Satumalian et 
fusion ; a witty but intemperate satire 
on the manners anc^ politicks of Ox- 
ford. The portraitaw^e an extrava- 
gant kind of likeness, and are so&lse 
and yet so true, that they provoked 
their originals to expel the writer* 
This was Nicholas Amhurst, the 
political adventurer, who so k>ng 
conducted "the Craftsman.*' The life 
of this man may " i>omt a moral." 
Though guilty of the grossest irre« 
gulariiies, he affected an outrageous 
zeal for popular reformation. Yet 
this grand reformer of the age bowed 
to all the drudgery of a faction, who 
neglected the instrument of their 
profligate purposes, and ilung him 
off to perish. Amhurst died broken- 
hearted, and owed the charity of a 
grave to his bookseller. 

The Plain Dealer was written by 
Aaron Hill and a Mr. Bond, of whom 
it is recorded that *♦ the character of 
the work was observed regularly to 
rise in Mr. Hill's papers and fall in 
Mr. Bond's." Literary partners are 
subject to mortifications. 

Memoirs qf the Society of Grub- 
street, is one of the most cunous of 
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these works It is a kind of minor 
chronicle of our literatare. In ft £ne 
rein of irony it atucks the heroes of 
the Dunciadt and telU some secrets 
of their obscure quarrels. The as- 
sumed names of Bavius and Msevius 
concealed Dr. Richard RusseK and 
Dt0 John Marty n, professor of botany 
at Cambridge, physicians eminent 
ibr their publications. 

Common i^enacj though chiefly a 
^litical paper, was supported by 
some characters in the fashionable 
and learned world. Chesterfield and 
Lyt^eton contributed essays on to- 
picks of more permanent interest 
than politicks. 

The Cham/nony by Henry Fielding. 
—A great portion of it is employed 
on the follies, vices, amusements, and 
literature of the age; and the remain- 
^r is occupied by political wit and 
discussion* To every papier is an- 
nexed what is termed *^ an index to 
the times," consisting of news, mis- 
ceilaneous and: political, frequently 
charged withC^M most sarcastick 
irony. In the enScal department are 
to be found many ingenious disserta- 
tions on literary subjects. 

We close the list with Eliza Hay- 
wood's /Vmo/r Sfteciator^ and another 
paper from the same quarter, entitled 
The Parrot* The former was very 
popular in its day, and seems to have 
claims still on that class of readers to 
which it is addressed. From the 
Parroty which only consists of nine 
papers, Dr. Drake gives some inte- 
resting extracts.This weekly publica- 
tion appeared during the time of the 
execution of the chiefs of the rebel- 
lion, in 1746. We find in it the story 
of James Dawson, on which Shen^ 
stone's simple and pathctick ballad is 
founded. The poet has literally co- 
pied the closing and affecting circum* 
stance, of 



"The mai<l drew back her languid head. 
And, sighing forth bis naflie^ expired 1" 

He could add nothing to the truth of 
nature and the truth of fact. 

Dr. Drake, in his " Life of Johnson,'* 
has judiciously altered his arrange- 
ment. He had no novelties to reani- 
mate his exhausted biography, and 
has therefore contrived to make it 
serve as a frame for his literary can- 
vass- The plan is at once novel and 
useful* The scattered outlines of his 
former chronological criticisms, here 
drawn together, are worked up with 
all their light and shade into a more 
perfect design; and the colouring and 
pencil of our industiious artist have 
produced, on the whole, a highly 
finished picture of the genius of the 
last age. 

Dr. Drake has fancifully comjiared 
our periodical wrtters with the great 
painters. Such critioism,if it does not 
invigorate the understanding, re- 
freshes the imagination, and the inge- 
nious reader may interest his taste 
and his feelings in discovering the 
analogies. 

" In Addison we discern the amenity and 
ideal grace of Raphael; in Johnson, the 
sti'engtlicned energy of Michael Angelo; 
in Hawkesworth, uie rich colouring and 
warmth of Titian; the legerity and froliok 
elegance of Aibani, in the productions of 
Mooi*e> Thornton, and Colmtf); the pa« 
thetick sweetness of Guido m the draughts 
of Mackenzie, and the fertility and har- 
monious colouring of Annibalc Carracci, 
in the vivid sketches of Cumberland." 

On the whole we have been agree- 
ably entertained with Dr. Drakejand 
shall be pleased to receive the pro- 
mised volume, which is to furnish us 
with the literary lives of Dr. Hawkes- 
worth and his fellow-labourers; and 
to close with the more delicate task 
of criticising the periodical papers of 
the present period. 
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Latin and Italian Poems of Milton, translated into English verse ; and a ift-agroent of 
A Commentary on Paradise Lost, By the Late William Cowper, Esq. With a Preface 
by the Editor; and Notes of Various Authors. Quarto, 355 pp. 2L 2#. London. 1808. 



WE have not often been more gi*a- 
tlBed by a publication than by this 
present. The union of such poets as 
Milton and Cowper, cong;enial souls^ 
at least in g^enius and piety,* twj of 
the highest claims to admiration, 
cannot fail to gratify those whom 
their separate works have often filled 
with the warmest sensations- of de- 
light. The Latin poems of Milton, 
the first fruits of his genius, the ma- 
nifest and very extraordinary promise 
of his future eminence, have always 
drawn us to them by the strongest 
power of attraction. The rich and 
native abundance of poetical imagery 
every where adorning them, and 

Soured forth in a language* which, 
lough generally classical, seems to 
ilow from the writer with such ease, 
that the style is truly his own, and 
appears to be the best and readiest 
expression of his thoughts; aU this, 
proceeding, in many instances, from 
a youth not yet of age, must surely 
demand the highest admiration. But, 
when we add to the consideration, 
that, in these qualities, he neither had 
a model i» his own country, nor has 
yet had a rival; that in Italian also, 
he was able to express himself with 
elegance and force ; and that, instead 
of being drawn aside by these facili- 
ties, the same man was afterwards 



mcnt to his friends; the tender grati- 
tude to a worthy preceptor; tke truly 
filial piety and attachment to a 
good father; and lastly, the high 
sentiments of honour, propriety^ 
virtue, and religion, which ever 
where pervade these very juvenili 
poems, give, altogether, so very 
singular a picture of native excel- 
lence, that, much as we differ from 
his biographer, Symonds, in many 
points of speculation, we are led irre- 
sistibly to his opinion; that, in eyery 
subsequent part of life, Milton's inten- 
tions, at least, were upright; though 
circumstances led him into efforts 
which we disappi*ove, and situations 
in which we grieve to sec him. That 
the beautiful sentiments contained in 
these poems should be conveyed to 
every English readij^in the graceful 
and appropriate lanflige of Cowper, 
is fortunate for the cxlensiou of Mil- 
ton's fame. The wonderful promise 
of his youth could never be adequate- 
ly known by other means; and the 
versions of Cowper have certainly, 
with great exactness, more grace and 
originality of manner, than arc usual 
to be found in any translations. He 
undertook the task with an enthu- 
siasm which never seems to have 
abated in his progress through it. 
Having thus expressed our gene* 



enabled to exalt his native language ral sentiments upon the subject of 
.„.u^ i-i__i._-. '..r. ,. 1 ,. jj^jj publication, we proceed to the 

pleasing task of selecting a few speci- 
mens from it. We begin with the no 
less elegant than affectionate epistle, 
written by Milton in his 18th year, 
to his beloved preceptor, Thomas 
Young, who was then chaplain to the 
English factory at Hamburgh. This 
was in 1626. We shall begin our 
quotations from the Latin lines: 
" lUe qvldcm est animx plus quam pit 
altera nostra;, 
pimidio vitx vlvcrc cogicr ego,** &c. 



to the highest summit of poetical dig 
nity and expi^ession, we cannot possi< 
biy moderate our wonder in contem- 
plating such extraordinarv powers. 

Vet, while we wonder at the talents 
of the poet, we are equally called up- 
on to admire the qualities of^he man. 
The generous and aifeciionate attach- 

* Wc speak gnly of the warmth of reli- 
g'lous feeling belonging to botli, without 
adverting to any peculiar opinions in ci- 
Uicr, 
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" My friend, ukI faTourite iiunftte of my 
heart. 
That now is forced to want its better part ! 
What mountains now, and seas, alas ! how 

wide! 
From me this other, dearer self divide. 
Dear, as the sage I'enowned for moral truth 
To the prime spirit of the Attick youth ! 
Dear, a^ the Stagyrite to Ammon's son, 
Ifis pupil, who disdained the worhl, he won ! 
Nor so did Chiron, or so Phenix aliine 
In young- Achilles* eyes, as he in mine. — 
First led by liim through sweet Aonian 

shade, 
Kach sacred haunt of Pindus I surveyed. 
And favoured by tlic muse, whom T im- 
plored, 
Tbrice on my lip the hallowed stream I 

poured. 
But thrice the sun's respilcndcnt chariot 

rolled 
To Aries, has new tinged his fleece with. 

gold. 
And Chloris twice has dressed the mea- 
dows gay. 
And twice has summer parched tlieir 

bloom away. 
Since last delighted on his looks I hung. 
Or my ear drank the musick of his tongue: 
Fly therefore,* and surpass the tempest*? 

speed. 
Aware thyself that lie re is urgent need ! 
nira, entering, thou shalt haply seated sec 
Beside bis spouse, his infants on his kftee; 
Or tummg, page by page, with studious 

look, 
Some bulky father, or God's holy book; 
Or ministring (which is bis weightiest 

care) 
To Christ's assembled flock, tlieir heaven- 
ly fare, 
(live him, whatever his employment be. 
Such gratulation, as he claims' fronj me.** 

p. 21. 
The aifectionate style of this ad- 
dress is highly pleasing, and credita- 
ble to the feelings of the young poet, 
whose reference to his poetical stu- 
dies is natural, and is made the more 
interesting by our knowledge of 
his subsequent eminence. In transla- 
ting these lines, Cowpcu* has takea 
one or two liberties, creditable, we 
think, to his judgment. Milton's La« 
tin lines, in the full spirit of classical 
utyle, abound with historical and my- 
thological allusions. Some of these^ 
as n<5t equally grateful to pnglish 

* Addressed to the letter itself, as com- 
mon with classical writers. 



readers, the translator has dropped or 
changed. Thus, in Tendering 

"Charjor ille mihi quam tu, doctissime 

Craium, 
Cliniadi, pronepos qui Telamonis erat,*' 
be omits the descent from Telamoi>j 
and in the two next, instead of a mere 
allusion to the myiholof^ical birth of 
Alexander, he has ventured to intro- 
duce t4ie characteristick circumstance 
of his " disdaining the world he won,'* 
which is not in the original. This is 
a liberty which should be sparingly 
taken, and Cowper has not often at- 
tempted it; but here we are not in- 
clined to object to it. As we shall 
have occasion to notice some of Mil- 
ton's love verses, we will quote alsO| 
the opening of his seventli elegy, 
written at the age of 19, in which he 
records the first triumph of the ten- 
der passion over his heart. It is at 
once characteristick of the unwilling- 
ness with which his mind yiehled to 
any dominion, and we believe the 
most perfect imitation of the best 
classical model that now exists. It 
begin?: 
" Nondum blanda tuas leges, Anialhusi;^, 

ndram, 
Et Paphio vacuum pectus ab igne fuit '' 

&c. / 

It may be objected, indeed, thai 
it is htiill too entirely upon the hea- 
then ideas of Venus and Cupid, but 
what could a classical lover of nine- 
teen do without ihem ? Cowper b^ts 
thus given it* 

" As yet a stranger to the gentle fires 
That Amatlmsia's smilii>g queen inspir^^ 
Not seldom I derided Cupid's ditrts. 
And scorned his claim to rule all human 

hearts: 
Go, chiW, I said, transfix the timorous 

dove! 
An easyoonquest iuits an infant love; 
Enslave the sparrow, fm* such prize shall be 
Sufiicicnt triumph to a chief like thee ! 
Why aim thy idle arm's at human kind ? 
Thy shafts prevaU not 'gainst the noble 

mind. 
The Cyprian lieard,and kindlinginto ire, 
(None kuidles sooner) buroed wiUi double 

fire. 
It was the spring, and newly risen dav 
Peeped o'er the hamlets, on the first cJf 

Sfavj 
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My eyes too tender for the Waze of Tigfit, 
Still gou^it the shaiter of retiring m||rh^* 
"When Love approached, in painted plumes 

arrayed, 
Th' insidious god his rattling darts be- 
. trayedj 

Nor less his infant features, and the sly. 
Sweet intimutions of his threatening eye.** 

p 38. 

Here the two poets sl^sliu seem to 
contend for mastery, and it is difficult 
to say Which obtains it. The two last 
lines are l>eaiuirul in Cowper, and 
though noi q\iite literal, arc sufficient- 
ly warranted by the original; yet 
Milton's lines have still beauties of 
their own: 
" Prodidit et facies, et dulce minanti* 

ocelli, 
Et quicquid puero dignum et Amore fuit'* 

Perhaps the use of duice is not 
quite warranted here. It is generally 
adverbial; but it might easily be al- 
tered. The verses against the suppo- 
sed decay of nature are magnificently 
fine, and well rendered by the trans- 
lator. But we hasten to our last spe- 
cimen from the Latin poems, which 
must be taken from the affectionate 
lines addressed to the author's father, 
as peculiaily honourable to his feel- 
ings. They are thus rendered in tdank 
verse. 

** Oh that Pieria's spring would thro' my 

heart 
Tour its inspiring influence, and rush 
"No rill, hut rather an o'er flowing flood ! 
That, for my venerable father's sake, 
All meaner themes renounced, my muse, 

on wings 
Of dutv bom, might reach a loftier strain. 
For tliee, my father, liowsoi 'cr it please, 
8he frames this slender work, nor know I 

ought 
That may thy gifts more snitahly requite ; 
Though to reqmte tlicm suitably would 

nsk 
J?'»tums mucli nobler, and Surpassing far 
Ti»e mcMrre stores of verbal gratitude: 
Hut, sucn as I possess, i send thee all. 
This gage presents tliee, in tlieir full 

amount. 
With thy son's treasuresf and the sum is 

nought; 

• So earl)' did the poet's eyes give 
symptoms of the ca! amity which after- 
wards bcfel Iiim. lit v. 



Nought, save the tiefaes that from tUty 

di'eam 
In secr^ grottos, and in laurel bowers, 
1 have, by golden Clio's gift, acquired,** 

p. 59. 
The youth that feels towards a fa- 
ther, what Milton expresses herci 
and throughout this pleasing poemi 
ought to be acquitted of all harsh 
suspicions against his <Usposition. On 
the poem to MansO) and Uie beautiful 
Epitaphium Damonis^ we could 
dwell with renewed delight; but we 
hasten to other objects. 

The Italian po«ms of Milton hare 
been hitherto less known than all the 
rest, partly from the imperfect hold 
which ttiat elegant language has ge* 
nerally had upon the English taste: 
but they are full of beauties, and of 
beauties worthy of MikoD. They also 
exhibit Milton in love, but always 
like himself, dignifie<l, moral, and 
pious; and rather surprised to find 
himself so caught. 
'* Charles, and 1 say it wondering, thou 

must know, 
Tkat I, who once assumed a scomiVil 

air. 
And scofl'ed at love, am fallen in his 

snare. 
Full many an upright man has fallen 

so." 
The truth is, that like all men of 
active imagination, Milton was much 
inclined to all the virtuous effects of 
the tender passion ; though his gene- 
ral loftiness of mind prevented him 
from owning the fact to himself His 
excuse for writing in Italian on this 
occasion, is beautifully given in this 
Canzone* 

** The>' ntock my toil^the nymphs and 
amorous swainsy-* 
' And whence this fond attempt to writer* 
they cry, 

< Love songs in language that thoQ 

little knowest? 
Howdarest thou risk to sing those ibrdgc 
strains? 
Say truly. Findest not ofl thy purpose 
crossed. 
And that thy fairest flowers, here fade 

and die?* 
Then, with pretence of admiration high 

< Thee other shores expect, and o^ar 
tides, 
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^tleE (leatlitoss Uurel leaf^ with wluck to 
bincU 
Tby floni'ing locks, already Fame pro- 
vides; 
Wliy then this burden, better far declmed ?' 
Speak, raase 1 for me. The fair one flaid, 
who gtiides 
My willing^ heart, and all my fancy's flights, 
' This is the language in which Lore dc* 
lighti!"' 

But the following sonnet, which is 
surely one of the finest compositions 
of its kind, and is reiidered by Cow- 
pcr, in a manner tnily worthy of 
Milton, and capable of delighting the 

?*eat poet himself, cannot be omitted. 
he original begins ** Giovane piano." 
The translation is this, and, perhaps, 
a more excellent translation was never 
made. 

SONNET. 
** Enamoured, artless, young, on foreign 
ground. 
Uncertain wlitlier from myself to fly. 
To thee, dear lady, with a humble 
sigh, 
Let me devote my heart; which I have 

found. 
By certain proofs not few, intrepid, tgund, 
fk>od, and addicted to cnnceptioniSigh. 
When tempests shake the world, and 
fire the sky. 
It rests in adamant self- wrapt around; 
As safe from envy, and from outrage rude. 
Prom hopes and fcai^s, that vulgar minds 

abuse. 
As fond of geniiis, and fixed iortitud«. 

Of the resounding lyre, and every muse. 
M'eak you will find it in one only part, 
Now pierced by love's immedicable dart.** 

p. 100. 
When we come to the notes writ- 
ten by Cowper, upon the three first 
books of Paradise Lost, we deeply 
regret that he was prevented, by sor- 
row or malady, from pursuing a task 
ibr which he was so eminently fitted. 
His remarks on tlie language and 
versification of his author, are of high 
value; but his sentiments on the in- 
\*«ntions, the contrivance, and, above 
all, the religious feelings of Milton, 
are inestimable* Cowper justifies, 
most solidly, the fiction of Pandemo- 
nium, and the very unjustly censured 
.allegory of Sin and Death; with the 
fine apostix>phe8 where the ix)et 
speaks in his own person. As among 
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iiial(»ial9 of siieh value, we can only 
select a specimen, we cannot, perhaps, 
give one jaore striking than the fei- 
iowing admirable note on Book u 1. 
26. 

*• ^nd justify the toayt of God to man* 

" Justify them by evincing, that when 
man, by transgression, incun*ed the for- 
feiture of his blessings, and the displea- 
sure of God, himself only was to blame. 
God created him for happiness, made him 
completely happy, furnished him witl* 
sufHcient means of security, and gave him 
explicit notice of his danger. What could 
be more, unless he had compcUed his 
obedience ? which would have been at once 
to reduce him fr«in the glorious condition 
of a free agent to that of an animal. 

*• There is a solemnity of sentiment* as 
well as majjesty of numbers, in the exor- 
dium of this noble poem, which, in the 
works of the ancients, has no example. 

** The sublimest of all subjects was re- 
served for Milton, and bringing to the 
contemplation of tliat subject, not only a 
genius equal to the best of theirs, but a 
heart also, deeply imprecated with tlie 
divine truths which lay before him, it in 
no wonder that he has produced a compo- 
sition, on the whole, supeinour to any tlmt 
we have received from former ages. But 
he who addressesVlmself to the perusal 
of this work, with a mind entirely imae- 
customed to serious and spiritual content 
plation, unacquainted with the word of 
(lod, or prejudiced against it, is ill quali- 
fied to appreciate the value of a poem, 
built upon it, or to taste its beauties.-^ 
Milton is the poet of Christians. An infidel 
may have on ear for the harmony of his 
numbers; may be aware of the dignitv of 
his expressions; and in some degree ofthr 
sublimity of his conceptions; but the un- 
afiectcd and masculine piety, which was 
his true inspirer, and is tlie vety soul of 
liis poem, he will either not pe;rceive, or 
it will ofi'end him. 

" We cannot read this exordium witli- 
out perceiving that the author possesses 
more fire than he shows. There is a sup* 
pressed force in it, the effect of judgment. 
His judgment controls his genius, and 
his genius reminds ll^ (to use his own 
beautiful similitude) of 

A proud steed reined 

Champing his iron curb. 
He addresses hims^f to the performance 
of great things^ but he makes no g^reaii 
exertion in doing it ; a sure symptom of 
uncommon vigour." p. 169. 

Thus it is that one poet <^omments 
upon another; i^nd we will n^ swti** 
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]de to sty) that there is more of vahi* 
able obaervataoii in the few notes, 
"which Cowper produced on the be- 
ginning of this poem, than in tea 
times the mass of otxiinary annota- 
ions. 

As to the part of Mr. Hay ley in 
this work) it is modest and proper. 
Some f^ood notes he has written, and 
others collected, upon the poems 
here translated; and we sMspect, 
though we do not perceive it to be 
said, that the translation of the com- 
plimeniary poems, addressed to Mil- 
ton, was his work. The volume is 
printed for the benefit of a godchild 
of Cowper, as before announced, and 
wc cannot doubt that considerable 



advantage wil) be derived from k. 
The outline sketches by Flaxman, 
though elegant, are hardly sufficient 
to raise the book to the price fixed 
upon it; but this must be excused, ui 
consideration of the application of the 
profits. The typography is handsome, 
but very far from correct. Whether 
the fault is to be imputed to the Chi- 
chester printer, or to some little fai- 
lure of sight in the editor, we know 
too well how difficult it is to avoid 
press errours, to speak very harshly 
of them. Altogether, the work is such 
as to give abundant g^tification te 
the admirers of Milton, Cowi>er, and 
poetry, whether Latin, English, dr 
Italian. 
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A Cursory View of Piniwia, from the Death of I<Yederick II. to the Peace of Tihnt 
Containing an autlicntick Account of Uie Battles of Jena, Auerstadt, Eytau, and 
Friedland ; as also, other important Events during* that interesting- Period. In a 
Series of I^tte»*s, from a Gentleman in Berlin to bis Friend in Loudon. 8vo. pp. 176, 
5s. sewed. 1809. 



THE history of Prussia, compared 
with that of the other states of Eu- 
rope, bears some resemblance to the 
history of Thebes, when considered 
in relation to the other states of 
Greece. Each may be said to have 
risen and tiJlen with one roan. Tlie- 
bes with Epaminondas, and Prussia 
with Frederick !!• Neither country 
occupied a conspicuous rank in the 
political commonwealth before the 
age of its respective fiero; and neither 
continued long to maintain its eleva^ 
lion when its hevo was no more. The 
letters before us commenced in 1786, 
when the death of Fredeiick IL took 
place, and Uia nephew, Frederick 
William II. ascended the throne; 
having at his command a well disci- 
plined army of two hundred thousand 
men,lind a treasury of forty millions 
of di.ll.irs. He proved himself, how-* 
ever, aUoy;elher uuwoiihy of such a 
succession ; suice, though not de^ 
tiniie of capacity, he permitted the 
love of sensunl pleasures to engross 
those hours vhich he owed to the 



welfare of his subjects. One delusion 
led the way to another; and hts un- 
derstanding being affected by the 
consequences of excess, as well as of 
remorse, he was so far forsaken by 
his reason as to become ^ believer ia 
the absurd doctrine of apparitions, 
and to delegate unlimited authority 
to a hypocrite of the sect of lUumi* 
nati. The ministers of Frederick IL 
consequently declined to occupy a 
cabinet which they could not direa, 
and retired in 179*2, six years after 
the dcat^j of their patron. 

It was on this change that Austria 
prevailed on Prussia to enter into ibc 
treaty of Pilnitz, the ol)ject of which 
was to attack France, and to complete 
the dismemberment of Poland. The 
latter of these points was accom- 
plished in 1793; and the Polibh no- 
bility were brought reluctantly to 
Posen, to swear allcgiitnce to their 
conquerors. Nothing could be moiT 
impolitick« or less adapted to con- 
ciliate, than the subsequent conduct 
of the Prussian government towards 
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Hk^ RftItfB« Instead of rospectin^ 
their national feelingsy and endea- 
vourinjj to ^in their attachment by 
sensibly ameliorating their condiiioiiy 
«U the measures of Prussia were 
■brupt fOul peremptory. Their taxes 
were increased, their publick func» 
tionaries were changed, and the Ger- 
man language and the Prussian dis- 
cipline) with all its horrours, were 
fo)*ced upon them. We need not, 
therefore, wonder at the serious in- 
surrection which broke out in the 
succeeding year; nor at the discon- 
tent which continued to lurk in the 
minds of the Poles, after it had be- 
come impossible to vent it in open 
resistance. 

Though the constitution of Frede- 
rick William II was naturally of the 
most robust kind, it was prematurely 
exhausted by^ intemperance, and he 
died in \797* Ue was succeeded by 
his son, the present king; whose 
education, having been entirely ne- 
glected by his father, was conducted 
in a manner at once too private to 
give him a knowledge of the world, 
and too remiss to convey that solid 
instruction which retirement well 
employed affords the best opportunity 
of acquiring* He possesses, there- 
fore^ neither depth in the cabinet nor 
winning manners in piiblick; and he is 
much better fitted for the qtjiet of 
domestick life than for the agitations 
of royalty. Mildness, diffidence, and 
indecision are his promi-.ient charac- 
teristicks. At his accession, however, 
he filled his cabinet with respectable 
men, and gave his subjects an ex- 
ample of frugality in his establish- 
ment Averse, also, from war, he re- 
fused to enter into the coalition of 
Austria and Russia, against France, 
in 1799, in which there can be little 
doubt that he acted wisely. But he 
erred in carrying bis love of economy 
so far as to neglect the repair of his 
fortresses, since their dismantled 
state was the principal cause of their 
rapid surrender to Buonaparte. 

Neutrality, it Is well known, con- 



tifwed t& b6 the ptitiey <>f Frds^a, tM 
the invasion of Germany by Buona- 
parte, in 1805; when the violation of 
the territory of Anspach . an<l the per- 
»onal urgency of the emperour ai 
Russia, who came to Berlin very 
soon afterwards, led to a change of 
measures. It was at this visit of Alex- 
ander that the convention of Potzdam 
was concluded, by which Prussia ac- 
ceded to the coalition against France. 
But this convention vat scarcely 
signed when the battle of Austerlitz 
took place, and was followed by the 
submission of Austria. The court of 
Prussia immediately endeavoured to 
reassume its foi*mer character of neu- 
trality, and to conceal the convention 
of Potzdam. But Buonaparte had, been 
apprised of its hostile tendency, and 
demanded, not only the renunciation 
of it by Prussia, but satisfaction for 
ber audacity in taking measures to 
oppose him. This satisfaction he 
made to consist in the surrender of 
the provinces of Anspach, Cleves, 
and Neufchatel; and in return he pre* 
tended to make over Hanover to 
Prussia. But that this was mere pre- 
tence became apparent in the course 
of a few months, by lord Yarmouth's 
negotiation at Paris. The fo^mation, 
at the same time, of the confederation 
of the Rhine, showed that Buonaparte 
intended himself, and not the king of 
Prussia, as the successour of the em- 
perour Francis, in the control of Ger- 
many; while, moreover, the French 
armies continued in Germany in im- 
mense numbers, notwithstanding the 
reiterated applications of Prussia for 
their removal. These successive af- 
fronts, and the promised aid of Rus- 
sia, gave an ascendency to the war- 
party at Berlin; and the queeuy who 
had not hitherto interfered in po- 
liticks, n^w became a keen advocate 
for asserting the national dignity. 
The people at large were eager for 
war^ and confident of success fi-om 
the recolleccion of the exploits of a 
former generation under Frederick 
II, no person seeming conscious how 
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that penody and stiiriess bow HHich 

their antagonists had improved* 

The sequel of this intprudent mea- 
sure is universally known. But the 
present work communicates several 
circuinstaDccs which had not< pre- 
viously been published in this coua- 
try. The most iotereadng of these 
•fdnie to tbe battle of Jena, the siege 
of Glogau, and tbe retreat of prince 
Jiohenlobe, till hb surrender at 
Pretelau on tbe Oder; tbe French, 
BUperioor ia cavalry, and posaessed 
of a shorter route than tbe Prussians, 
having advanced with such rafmlity 
as to cut off the whole army-— The 
writer next proceeds to give an ac- 
coum of the battles of Pultusk, Eyiau, 
and Friedland. But in these, as well 
as in his detail of the battle of Jena, 
the reader will be greatly at a loss 
for want of plans of the engagements. 
The subsequent extract presents an 
affecting picture of the calamities of 
%var, and should be read by all those 
who are apt to treat such borroui^ 
with levity. Truly on this subject may 
it be said: 
"#* ffe jests at scars, toko nex^rfrU a -wountL^ 

** Soon after the arrival of Bennigrscp 
at Kbnigsbcrg, I received a letter from a 
fi^end there, of which I send you, an ex- 
tract, to give you, who, in your happy isl- 
and, know nothing of the horrours of war, 
some little idea of the miseries attending* 
these dreadfid scenes. 

" As soon as the roads were safe, my 
curiosity prompted me to visit the memo- 
rable scene of action at Kylau. Most terri- 
bly, indeed, had the iron hand of war 
stamped its baneful trapes upon these 
unfortunate di&tricth. Here the peaceful 
peasant, who rcad^ nn newspapers, nor 
knows even the name of Uuonapartc, is 
scared from his quiet abode. Both friend 
and foe seem to have united to make him 
ieel, to Its frill e^Uenty his woibl lot — 
The Russians^ who were encamped to the 
extent of five or six miles about Kpnigs- 
berg, had, 1 o make them fires in tliis cold 
weather, unroofed and broken up the huts 
of all the neighbouring villages. Every 
kiml of provision was swept away; and 
what made its loss more mortifying was, 
that five times as much w^s wastid as was 
made proper use of This naturally tnra- 
l^d all the peasants ^igainst the Rubsiaiis^ 



Hat coMideriDg that tbosfr poor I 
themselves were half dying with hunger. 
Nor were those peasants near the French 
quarters more fortunate; for they also, 
without considering the wretched idtuatton 
of tliose miserable people, took vrhatevcr 
they coald find; and in psssmg Jessau, the 
rector of which plaee had fled te Konigs- 
bcrg, they employed bis whole |>ious &- 
brary to boil theil' kettles. The rector's 
sister, confined by the rheumatism, could 
not escape. She lay m a little garret. Some 
oatmeal mixed with melted snow, u-as be- 
fore her, and this, for eight days, bad bees 
ber only sustenance. We gave her a sasall 
ftoi-tion of our travelling stock, and joy and 
g^Utude beamed through her tears. The 
nearer we came to Eylau, the fewer marks 
of devastation we tbund; and tliough there 
M'ere no provisions to be had any whem, 
yet we saw at least human faces; for the 
other villages we passed tlirough were all 
deserted; nor had Uie houses here been so 
much damaged, wliich gave us some relief, 
after the various scenes of misery we had 
gone through. In the totatfy deserted nl- 
lage of Kieinsausgarten we oooe SMte 
found the terrifick picture of war; biit mi- 
sery, indigence, and distress, I first sav 
in their extreme at Evlau itself. Parents 
\vci*e there already so far reduced as to be 
ibrced to bury their litvrally starved babes 
in tlieir gardens. Bread, meat, wine, braa- 
dy, salt, or tobacco, were no where to be 
Ibund. I'oor, emaciated, hollow-eyed spec- 
tres wen* crawling alniut tlie streets, co- 
vered with rags like the most pitiable ISeg- 
gar.s. To enter their houses, on account of 
the stench of dead bodies, was scarcely 
possible; an<l even my essence of vinegar 
-was not sufticient to defend me in th«r 
church. — I never should have believed 
without seeing it m\self, tJiat human na- 
ture could have bom such an excessive 
degree of miser)'. Buonaparte had cruelly 
given op the place to plunder In short, eve- 
ry tiling was ruined, destroyed, and hid 
waste. Xot a door, nor a window, nor a cu|>- 
boai-d was rpmaiiiing. This is, indeed, lUe 
less extraordinary, when we consider tliat 
the town had been twice in the possession 
both of tlie French and the Uussians, and 
thus, twice were the streets streamisg 
with bUxxL The cpmbatants even followed 
each otliev into tlie ve^y houses. From 
the highest to the lowest of the i^Uiabitants 
they were all robbed of even.' thing they 
possessed, afttl simple water, witli a scanty 
pittance of mouldy bread, was all^cy now 
baKl to keep life together. To form an idea 
of the situation of these miserable beingK, 
one must have seen them; for words ate 
not sufficient to describe their excess of 
wretchedness. Many died thi-onffh fcsr. 
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flHIny innn- ill tveatmentt and many y^efe 
yet flick from the painful recollection of 
the past. 

** Overpowered by such dreadful scenes 
of calamity, I deemed it even a relief to go 
and contemplate tlie horrouM of the field. 
Howsoever mangled 1 there found many 
of my feUow^reatures, yet these lifeless 
bodies had at least surmounted their suf- 
feringsi but the unfortunate inhabitants of 
Kylau were yet languishin|^ on towards 
the more excruciating- death of hunger. 
Tins certainty would have been their dis- 
mal loty as the whole surrounding district 
■Was equally bereft, of every mean of sus- 
tenance, had they not soon i*eceived from 
Konigsbcrg the most desirable relief and 
re&eshment, besides clothing, linen, and 
•very necessary article to repair and make 
their dwellings toleralAy comfortable. Had 
I first visited the field of battle, this hidj^- 
ous^ unusual sight, *whicli I hope never to 
see again, \vt>uld have undoubtedly allock- 
ed me more than it now did: for ufter 
hdving my mind so deeply harrowed up 
with the late dreadful scenes, I must re- 
peat that the sight of the field, frightfiU as 
it w»», with from twelve to fifteen thoa- 
sand slaughtered victims strowed before 
inc, was yet a relief. — A slight snow had 
just fallen. My foot slipped, and, in sink- 
ing, my hand caught a ghastly human 
fkce! flere were fragments of drums. 



eorti, liorses, saidlles, eloal^ h«l«, bar- 
ness, broken muskets, pistols, and other 
arms innumerable, all in confusion, scat- 
tered about. Russians, French, and Prus- 
sians, here all lay togctlier. It was in truth 
a woful sight.** 

V/c have remarked a few German 
idiom9 in this epistolary publication. 
The word *♦ apparently" i»used with 
reference to the future, in the sense 
of " probably ;•• and in paj^e 48 the 
author talks of ^ii*rltatin^ the ieel- 
inj^ of the whole woman/* a piR>ase 
whieh sounds «rather awkwardly to 
English eaft. The book, however, is 
entertaininf!^, and fully satisfies that 
degree of expectation which the titk 
of a ** Cui*sory View" is calculated to 
raise. Althouj^ without pretensions 
to the character of a finished perfor- 
mance, OR the score either of richnesft 
ofdescription or profundity ofthought, 
it has a claim to attention, botb on 
account of the novelty of several of 
the circumstUKes mentioned in kt 
*and tbr the unprejudiced manner in 
which the whole narrative is <jon*- 
ducted- 



PROM THE EmNBURGII RKVIEW. 

Tales of Fashionable Life. By Miss Edgeworth, Autlior of " Practical EducatMR>v^ 
JUelinda — Castle Kackrent," Sec. 12mo. S vol. Londoiu 1809. Announced foe re- 
publication by J. MilUgan, Georgetown, and by Brailford and Inskcep, Pliiladelphia. 



IF it were possible for reviewers 
to envy the authors who are brought 
before them for judgment, we rather 
think we should be tempted to envy 
Miss Edge#owh5 not, however, so 
much for her* matchless powers of 
probable invention — her never-failing 
good sense and cheerfulness — nor 
her fine discrimination of characters 
— «s for the delightful eonsciousneM 
of having done more good than any 
othcr^writer, male or female, of her 
generation. Other arts and sciences 
have their use, no doubt; and, Heaven 
knows, they have their reward and 
cheir fame. But the great art is the 
art of living; and the chief science, 
the science of being |;iappy. Where 
there h Jtn absolute dc-ficjcnry of 



good sense, these cannot, indeed, be 
taught; and, with an extraordinary 
share of it, they arc acquired without 
an instructer: but the most common 
case is, to be capable of learning, and 
yet to require teaching; and a far 
greater part of the misery which ex- 
ists in society, arises from Ignorance, 
than either from vice or from incapa- 
city. 

Miss Edgeworth is the great mo- 
dem mistress in this school of true 
philosophy; and has eclipsed, we 
think, the fame of all her predeces- 
sors. Dy her many ejccellent tracts on 
education, she has conferred a benefit 
on the whole nias?5 of the population; 
and discharged, with exemplary pa- 
tience as well as extraordinary iudc- 
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BMHtra imk wliieh tuptrficnil tpirki 
Hiay, perfaapst mistftke for a humble 
and easy one. By her Popalar Talesi 
•he has rendered an invaluable ser* 
vice to the middling and lower orders 
of the people; and by her novels^ and 
by the volumes before us^ has made 
a great and meritorious effort to pro* 
mote the hafipiaessand respectability 
of tiie higher classes. On a former 
occasion we believe we hinted to her^ 
that these would probably be the 
least successful of ail her labours} 
and that ic was doubtful whether she 
would be justified for beotowing so 
much of her time on the case of a few 
persons who scarcely deserved to be 
euredi and were scarcely capable of 
bein^ corrected. The foolish and un* 
heppy part of the foshionable worlds 
for the most part, ^^ is not fit to bear 
itself convinced" It is too vain, too 
busy^and too dissipated, to listen tOy 
or remember any thing that is said to 
h. Every thing serious it repels, by 
*' its dear wit and gay rhetorick;^ and 
against every thing poignant, it seeks 
biielter in the impenetrable armour 
of bold stupidity. 

y Laaif^htd at, it laughs again; — end« stric- 
ken hardy 
Turns to tlie stroke its adamantine scides. 
That fear do discipline of human hands." 

A book, on the other hand, and 
especially a witty and popular book, 
is still a thing of consequence to 
such of the niiddling classes of so* 
ciety as are in the habit of reading. 
They dispute about it, and think of 
it; and as they occasionally make 
thenciselves ridiculous by copying the 
manners it di<tplay8, so they are apt 
to be impressed with the great les- 
sons it may be calculated to teach; 
audi on the whole, receive it into 
considerable authority among the re- 
gulators of their lives and opinions* 
But a- fashionable person has scarcely 
any leisure to read, and none to think 
of what he has been reading. It would 
be a derogation from his dignity to 
speak of a book ui any terms but 
those of fiivolous derision; and a 
^M•Llnl^e desertion of his own supe- 



fierityt te allow hkt^tM to vtctofm^ 
from its perusal^ any impressioM 
which could at all nfftel his conduct 
or opinions* 

But though, for these reasons, we 
coMtinue to think that Miss £dgi^ 
worth's faahlonable patients will de 
less credit to her prescriptimis tha9 
the more numerous classes to whom 
they might have been directed, we 
admit that her pkm of treatment is 'm. 
the highest degree judicious, and her 
conception of the disorder most himl* 
nous and precise. 

There are two great sources of 
un happiness to those whom fortune 
and nature, seem to have placed above 
the reach of ordinary misery. The 
one is enntd-^Uni stagnation of life 
and feeling which results from the 
absence of aU motives to exertion; 
and by which the justice of Provi* 
dence has so fully compensated the 
partiality of fortune, that it maybe 
foiriy doubted whether, upon the 
whole, the race of beggars is not 
happier than the race of lords; and 
whether those vulgar wants that are 
sometimes so importunate, are not, 
in thk world, the chief ministers e( 
enjoyment. This is a plague that in- 
fcsts all indolent persons who can 
live on in the rank in which they 
f«ere bom, without the neceesityof 
working. But, in a free country, it 
rarely occurs in any great degree of 
virulence, except amoug those who 
are already at the summit of human 
felicity. Below this there is room for 
ambitionf and envy^ a«l emulatioi% 
and all the feverish movements of 
aspiring vanity and unresting selfish- 
ness, which act as prophylacticka 
against this more dark and deadly 
<&temper. It is the canker whick 
corrodes the full-blown flower of hit- 
man feticity^the pestilence whick 
smites at the bright hour of noon. 

The other curse of the happy, has 
a range more wide and indiscrimi* 
nale. It, too, toiiores only the nch 
and fortunate; but is meet active 
among the least distinguished; and 
abates in maltgnity as we ascend lo 
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is the desire of being fashionable— 
the restless and insatiable passion to 
pass for creatures more distinguished 
than we really are— with the mortifi* 
csiBon of frequent failure, and the 
humiliating consciousness of being 
.perpetually exposed to it. Among 
those who are secure of **mcat, 
clothes and fire," and are thus above 
the chief physical evils of existence, 
We do believe that this is a more proli- 
lick source of unhappiness, than guilt, 
disease, or affection; and that more 
positive misery is created, and more 
true enjo3rment excluded, by the 
eternal fretting and strainlog of this 
pitiful ambition, than by all the rava- 
ges of passion, the desolations of war, 
or the accidents of mortality* The 
wretchedness which it produces may 
not be so intense; but it is of much 
longer duration, and spreads over a 
ftir wider circle. It is quite dreadful, 
indeed, to think what a sweep this 
pest has taken among the comforts of 
our prosperous population. To be 
thought fashionable~-that is, to be 
thought more opulent and tasteful, 
and on a footing of intimacy with a 
greater number of distinguished per- 
sons than they really are, is the great 
and laborious pursuit of four fiftmilies 
out of five, the members of which ave 
exempted from the necessity of daily 
industry. In this pursuit, their time, 
spirits and tidents, are wasted; their 
tempers soured; their affections pal** 
aied; and their natural manners and 
dispositiens sltogetber sophisticated 
and lost. 

These are the giant curses of fa- 
ahionable life; and Miss Edgeworth 
has accordingly dedicated her twobest 
Sales to the delineation of their symp* 
toros. The history of '* Lord Glen- 
thorn" is a fine picture of ennui — that 
of " Almeria" an instructive repre- 
sentation of the miseries of fashion. 
We do not know whether it was a 
part of tlie fair writei'*s design to re- 
present these maladies as absolutely 
incurable, without a change of con<« 
dUion; but the fact is. that in spite of 



•he best dispositions and eapttokt««< 
and the most powerful inducements 
to action, the hero of ennui makes no 
advances towards amendment till he 
is deprived of his title and estate; and 
the victifn of fashion is left, at the end 
of the tale, pursuing her weary cmewt 
with fading hopes and wasted spirits^ 
hut with increased anxiety and perse*> 
verance. The moral use of these nar« 
ratives, therefore, must consist in 
warning us against the first approach- 
es of evils which can never atterwards 
be resisted. 

These are the great twin scourges 
of the prosperous; but there are 
other maladies, of no despicable ma« 
Hgnity, to which they are peculiarly 
liable. One of these, arising mainly 
from want of more worthy occupa- 
tion, is that perpetual use of stratagem 
and contrivance^-that little, aitful 
diplomacy of private life, by which 
the simplest and most natural trans- 
actions are rendered complicated 
and diflRcult, and the common busi- 
ness of existence made to depend on 
the success of plots and countt^rplots. 
By the incessant practice of this petty 
policy, % habit of duplicity and anx- 
iety ni infallibly generated, which is 
equally fatal to integrity and enjoy- 
ment. We gradually come to look on 
others with the distrust which we are 
conscious of deserving; and are in- 
sensibly formed to sentiments of the 
most unamiable selfishness and sus^ 
picion. It is needless to say, that ali 
these elaborate edifices are worse 
than useless to the person who em<« 
ploys them; and that the ingenious 
plotter is almost always bafftcd and 
exposed by the downright honesty of 
some undesigning competitor* Miss 
Edgeworth, in her tale of " Manoeuv- 
ring," lias given a very complete and 
most entertaining representation of 
" the by-ways and indirect, crooked 
paths" by which these artful and in- 
eflicient people generally make their 
way to disappointment In the tale, 
entitled " Madame de Fleury," she 
has given some useful examples of 
the waas in whuh the rich may most 
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tffeetiM^y do good to the poor, ao 
•peratfton which, we really believe^ 
fiulg more frequently from want of 
iBkill than of inclination. In *' the 
Bun,** she has drawn a touching and 
most impressive picture of the 
wretchedness which the poor so fre- 
quently suffer from the unfeeling 
thougfatlessDess which withholds from 
them the scanty earnings of their lar 
hour. 

Of these tales, " Ennui" perhaps 
it the best and most entertainbg, 
though the leading character is some* 
what caricatured, and the denoue- 
ment is brought about by a discavery 
which shocks by its needless impro- 
bability. Lord Glen thorn is bred up, 
by a. false and indulgent guardian, as 
the heir to an immense English and 
Irish esute; and, long before he is 
of age, exhausts almost all the re- 
sources by which life can be made 
tolerable to those who have nothing 
to wish for. Born on the very pin- 
nacle of human fortune, " he had no- 
tiling to do but to sit still and enjoy 
the barrenness of the prospect," lie 
tries travelling, gaming, gluttony, 
hunting, pugilism, and coach-dri- 
ving; b\U is so pressed down with the 
load of life, as to be repeatedly on the 
eve of suicide. He passes over to Ire- 
land, where he receives a temporary 
relief from the rebellion, and from 
falling in love with a lady of high 
cbaracter and accomplishments; but 
ihe effect of these siimulants is 
speedily expended, and he is in dan- 
ger of falling into a conF-med le- 
thargy, when it h roriunalely dis- 
covered that he has been changed at 
nurse; and that, instead of being a 
peer of boundless forUine, he is the 
dOn of a cottager who lives on po- 
tatoes. With great magnanimity, he 
instantly gives up the fortune to the 
rightful owner, who has been bred a 
blacksmith, and takes to the study of 
Uie law. At the commencement of 
vhis arduous career, he fortunately 
falls in love, for the second time, with 
the lady eniiUed, after the death of 
:* e blacksmith) to succeed to iiis for- 



mer estate* Poverty and love now 
supply him with irresistible motives 
for exertion* He rises in lus profes« 
aion; marries the lady of his heart) 
and in due time returns, an altered 
man, to the possession of his fbrmer 
affluence. 

Such is the naked outline of a 
story, more rich in character, in- 
cident and reflection, than any En- 
glish narrative with which we are ac* 
quainted. As rapid and various as the 
best tales of Voltaire, and as full of 
practical good sense and moral pa- 
thetick as any of the other tales of 
* Miss Edgcworth. The Irish charac- 
ters are inimitable; not the coarse 
caricatures of modem playwrights^ 
but drawn with a spirit, a delicacy, and 
a precision, to which we do not know 
if there be any parallel among nation* 
al delineations. As these are tales of 
feshionable life. We shall present our 
readers, in the first place, with some 
ti*aits of an Irish lady of rank* Lady 
Geraldine— the enchantress whose 
powerful magick almost raised the 
hero of ennui from his leaden slum* 
bers, is represented with such ex- 
qmsite liveliness and completeness oi 
effect, that the reader can scarcely 
Ik^lp imagining that he has formerly 
been acquainted with the orig^naK 
Every one at least, we conceive, must 
have known somebody, the recollec- 
tion of whom must convince him^ 
that the following description is as 
true to nature a^i it is creditable to 
art. 

" As lady Geraldine entered, 1 g^re one 
involuntary g-lance of curiosity. I saw a 
tall, finely shaped woman, with the com- 
maniliu|^ air of a person of rank. She mo- 
ved well; not with feminine timidity, atI 
Mith ease, pi-omptitude, and decision. She 
hfid find eyes and a fine complexion, yvi 
no rcg-idarity of feature. The only thin^ 
tl)at struck me as really cxtraoniinary, 
was her indifference when I was introdu- 
ced to her. I'^Acry body had seemed ex- 
tremely desirous that I should see herl»- 
d\ sliip, and that her ladyship shoifld sec 
me; and I was rather surprised by her 
unconcerned air. This piqtied me, and 
fixed my attention. She turned from me, 
and be"-an to convcisc with others^ Her 
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voicf was agfrceable, though rather loud. 
She did not speak with the Irish accent; 
but, when I listened maliciously, I <tetect- 
ed certain Hibernian inflexions^*nothing 
of the vulgar Irish idiom, but something 
that was more interrogative, more excla- 
matory, andperhaps more rhetorical, than 
the common language of English ladies, 
accompanied with infinitely more anima« 
tion of countenance and demonstrative 
gesture. This appeared to me peculiar 
and unusual, but not affected. She was 
uncommonly eloquent; and yet, without 
action. Her words were not sufficiently 
rapid to express her ideas. Her manner 
appeared foreign, yet it was not quite 
French. If I had been obliged to decide, I 
should, however, have pronounced it ra-' 
tUer more French than English. To deter- 
mine which it was, or wbeUier I had ever 
seen anv thing similar, I stood considering 
her la(lyship with more attention than I 
had ever bestowed on any other woman. 
The words ttrikinff^-^faacinating^ — bcTcitch' 
ittff, occurred to me as I looked at her and 
heard hfcr speak. I resolved to turn my 
eyes away, and shut my ears; for I was 
positively determined not to like her; I 
dreaded so much the idea of a second 
H)-men. I retreated to the furthest window, 
and looked out very soberly ujxin a dirty 
iish-pond. 

•* If she had treated roe with tolerable 
cjvility at first, I never should have 
thought about her. High-boni and liiifh- 
bred, she seemed to consider more what 
she tliought of others, than what othefi 
thoi%ht other. Frank, candid, and affable, 
yet opinio^ted, insolent, and an egotist, 
her candour and aflability appeared the 
effect of a naturally good temper; her in- 
solence and egotism only those of a spoil- 
ed child. She seemed to talk of herself 
purely to oblige others, as the most inter- 
esting possible topick of conversation; for 
such it had always been to her fond mo- 
ther, who idolized her ladyship as an 
only daughter, and the representative of 
an ancient house. Confident of her talents, 
conscioiis of her charms, and secure of 
her station, lady Gei*aldine gave free scope 
to her high spirits, her fancy, and her 
turn for ridicule. She looked, spoke, and 
acted, like a person privileged to tliink, 
say, and do, what she pleased. Her rail- 
lery, like the raillery of princes, was with- 
out fear of retort. She was not ill-natured, 
jTt careless to whom she gave offence, 
provided slie produced amusement; and 
in \Xii$f she seldom iailed: for, in her con- 
versallou, tliei-e was much of the raciness 
of Irish wit, and the oddity of Irish hu- 
mour. The singidarity tliat struck me 
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most about her ladvship, was hct indHfer. 
cnce to flattery. She certainly preferred 
frolick. Miss Bland was her humble com- 
panion; Miss Tracey her butt. It was one 
of lady Geraldine's delights, to humour 
Miss Tracey*s rage for imitating the 
fashions of fine people. * Now you shall 
see Miss Tracey appear at the ball to 
mon'ow, in every thing that I havp sWom 
to her is fashionable. Nor have I cheated 
her in a single article. But the ttnU en- 
nemble I leave to her l>elter judgment > 
and you shall see her, I trust, a perfect 
monster, formed of every creature's best. 
Lady Kilnish*s feathers; Mrs. Moore's 
wig; Mrs.O'Connor's gt>wn, Mrs.Ltghton's 
sleeves, and all the necklaces of all tiie 
Miss Ormsbys. Sl>c has no taste, no judg- 
ment; none at all, poor thing; but she can 
imitate as well as tliose Cliinesc painters, 
who, in their drawings, give you the flower 
of One plant stuck on the stalk of ano- 
ther, and garnished with the leaves of a 
third." I. ISO— 139. 

This favourite character is after- 
wards exhibited in a great variety of 
dramatick contrasts. For example: 

" Lord Craiglethorpe was, as Miss Tra- 
cey bad described him, very stiil*, cokl, 
and high. His manners were in tJic ex- 
treme of Kng-lish reserve; and his ill-bred 
show of contempt for tlie Irish, was sufli- 
cient pi*ovocation and ,fUstification of lady 
Ceraldii\e's ridicule, lie was much in awe 
of fall fair and witty cousin. She could 
eaaily put him out of countenance, for he 
was extremely baslifuL His lordship had 
that sort of bashfulness, vhich makes a 
man surly and obstuiate in his taciturnity, 
which makes him turn upon all who ap- 
proach him, as if they were going to as- 
sault him; which makes him -answer a 
question as if it were an injury, and repel 
a compliment as if it were an insult. Once, 
when he was out of the room, lady CJerah 
dhie exclaimed: * That cousin Craigle- 
thorpe of minej^is scarcely an agreeable 
man. The awkwardness of maitvaiee honte € 
might be ])ilied and pardoned, even in a 
nobleman,' coiitiniunl her ladyship, 'if it 
I'cally proceeded from humilit}; hut here, 
when I know it is connected uith secret 
and inordinate atroganoe, 'tis past all en- 
durance. £ve|i his ways of sitting and 
standing provoke me, tbev ore so self-suf- 
ficient. Have you observed how he stands 
at the fire ? Oh, the cai*icat<ii« of * the 
Englhh Jtreside* outdone 1 Then, if he 
sits, we hope that change of posttire may 
afford OUT eyes trnnaient relief; but woi-s'e 
again. Bolstered up, with his back against 
his ch^, lus hands in his pockets, and his 
legs thro\>Ti oi^igijft^%i^A9^# passcn- 



sn 



SELECT REVIEW8- 



gcrs and all decorum, there he sHs, in 
ma^sterial silence, throi*'ing a gloom 
upon all conversation. As the Frencliman 
said of the Englishman, for whom even his 
politeness could not find anotlier compli- 
ment: * n faut avouer que ce monsieur a 
un grand talent pour le silence;*— he holds 
his tongue, till people actually believe 
that he has something to say—- a mistake 
they could never fall into if he would 
but speak, It is not timidity; it is all 
pride. I would pardon his dulness, and 
even his ij^norancc; for one, as you say, 
miarht he the fault of his nature, and the 
other of his education. But his self-suffi- 
ciency is his own fault; and that 1 will not, 
and cannot pardon. Somebody says, that 
iKiture may make a t(M»l, l)ut a coxcomb is 
always of his own making'. Now, my cousin 
— (as he is my cousin, I may say what 1 
please of him) — my cousin Craig^iethorpe 
is a solemn coxcomb, who lliinks, because 
Iiis vanity is nut talkative and sociable, 
tliat it's not vanilv. What a mistake!" 
L 146—148. 

I'nese other traits of her cimraclcr 
are given, on different occasions, by 
lord Glentboin. 

" At first I h^d thout^ht her merely 
superficial, and intent solely upon her own 
amusement; but I soon found that she ]»ad 
a taste for lileratuic, l>cyon(l wli:it couUl 
have been e.xpectt-d, in one wlio lived so 
dissipated a life; a depth of vctlcction that 
seemed inconsistent with the rapidity 
with which she thougiit; ;md, above all, a 
degree of generous indignation against 
meanness and A-icc, which seemed incom- 
patible with the selfish character of a fine 
Ltdy, and which appeared quite incompre- 
hensible to the imitating tribe of her 
fashionable companions." I. 174, 

** Lady Geraldine was superiour to ma- 
noeuvring little arts, and petty sti-atagems, 
to atti-act attention. She would not stoop 
even to. conquer. Fi*oro gentlemen she 
seemed to expect attention, as her right, 
as the right of her sex; not to beg or ac- 
cept of it as a favour. If it were not paid, 
she deemed the gentleman degraded, not 
herself. Far fi-om being mortified by any 
pi'cference shown to other ladies, her 
countenance betrayed onlyasarcastick sort 
of pity for the bad tusie of tlie men, or an 
absolute indifference and look of haughty 
absence. 1 saw that she beheld with dis- 
dain the paltry competitions of the young 
ladies, her companions As her com- 
panions, indeed, she hardly seemed to 
consider them; slie toleratc»d their foibles, 
forgfave tlieir envy, and never exerted any 
superiority, except to show her contempt 
of vice and meanness." I. 198, 1^. 



Her whole conduct and conver- 
sation are kept in admirable unison 
with this half wild, half masculine, 
lofty, and delicate character. It would 
be endless to extract her repartees 
and strokes of ndvetS. We give only 
her simple account of her mother. 

** Every body says,** whispered she, 
** that mamma is tlie most artful wont^n 
in tlie world; and I should believe it, only 
that every body says it. Now, if it were 
true, nobody would* know it." I loi. 

This may suffice as a specimen of 
the hij;h life of the piece; which is 
more original and characteristickthan 
that of Belinda— and altogether as 
lively and natural. For the low life, 
we do not know if we could extract 
a more felicitous specimen than the 
following description of the equipage 
in which lord Glenthorn's English 
and French servant were compelled 
to follow their master in Ireland. 

" Fi-om the inn yai-d came a hackney 
cliaise, in a most deplorably crazy state; 
the body mounted up to a prodigious 
height, on unbending springs, nodding 
forwards, one door s%\ inging open, three 
blinds up, because tlicy could not be let 
<l»)\vu; the perch tied in two places; the 
iron of the wheels half off', half loose: 
w ooden p<*gs for linch-pins, and ropes for 
harness. The horses were worthy of the 
harness; wretched little dog-tired crea- 
tures, that looked as if they had Ikcb dri- 
ven to the last gasp, and as if tliey had 
never been rubbed down in their lives; 
their bones starting through their skin; 
one lame, the other blind; one with a raw 
back, the other with a galled breast; one 
"irith his neck poking down over his collar, 
and the other with his heyd di-aggtd for- 
ward by a bit of a broken bridle, held at 
arms' length by a man di*esscd like a mad 
beggar, in half a hat and half a wig, both 
awry in opposite directions; along tattei-ed 
coat, tied roimd his waist by a hay rope; the 
jagged rents in the skirts of tliis coat 
showing his bare legs, marbled of many 
colours; while something like stockings 
hung loose about his ankles. The noises 
he made, by way of threatening or en-* 
couraging his steeds, I pretend not to 
describe. In an indignant voice I called t© 
the landlord — * 1 hope, these aie not the 
horses — 1 hope this is not the chaise, in- 
tended for my servants.' The inajfef^per, 
and tlie pauper who waa preparinj^ to of- 
ficiate as postihon, both in the same in- 
stant exclaimed — ' SoiTo-a> better chaise 
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in tkc dbunty!' * Sorrow/* said X— 
' what do you mean by sorrow l> * That 
there's no better, plase your honour, can 
be seen. We have two more to be sure — 
bat one has no top, and the other no bot- 
tora. Any way tliere's no better can be 
seen thoii thrs same.' ' And these 
horses,* cried I — * why this horse is so 
lame he can hardly stand.' ' Oh, plase 
your honour, tho' he can't stand, he'll g-o 
fiist enough. He has a g^reat deal of the 
rogue in him, plase your honour, lie's 
always that way at first setting- out.' 
'And that wretcfied animal wiih the g:d- 
led breast !* * He's all the better for it, 
when once he wai-ms; it's he that will go 
with the speed of light, plase j^ur honour. 
Sure, is not he Knockecroghery ? and 
didn't I give fifleen guineas for him, bar- 
ring the luckpenny, at the fair of Knocke- 
croghery, and he rising four year old at 
the same time ?' I. 61 — 63. 

"Then seizing his whip and reins in 
one hand, he clawed up his stockings with 
the other; so with one easy step he got into 
his place, and seated himself, coachman- 
like, upon a well-worn bar of wood, that 
served as a coach-box. 'Throw me the 
loan of a trusty, Bartly, for a cushion,' 
said he. A frieze coat was thrown up over 
the horses' heads. Paddy caught it. 
•Where are you, Hosey ?' cried he* 
• Sure Tm only rowling a wisp of straw 
on my leg,' replied Hosey. * Throw me 
up,' added this paragon of postilions, 
turning to one of the crowd of idle by- 
standers. ' Arrah, push me up, can't ye V 
— A man took hold of his knee, and threw 
him upon the horse. He was in his seat in 
a trice. Then clinging by tlie mane of his 
horse, be scrambled for the bridle which 
was under the other horse's feet, reached 
h, and, well satisfied with himself, looked 
cound at Paddy, who looked back to the 
chaise-door at my angry servants, ' secure 
in the last event ot things.' In vain the 
Englishman, in monotonous anger, and 
the Frenchman in every note of the ga- 
mut, abused Paddv. Necessity and wit 
were on Paddy's siae. He parried all that 
was said against his cliaise, his horses, 
. himself, and his country, with invincible, 
comick dexterity; till at last both liis ad- 
versaries, dumb-foundered, clambered in- 
to the vehicle, where they were instantly 
shut up in straw and d.arkness. Paddy, in 
a triumphant tone, called to my postil- 
lions, bidding them * get on, and not be 
stopping the way any longer." I. 64, 65. 

By and by the wheelhorse stopped 
short, and b«gan to kick furiously. 

" • Never fear,' reiterated Paddy. * I'll 
cr^ge I'll be up wid him. Now' for it, 



Knockecroghery I Oh the rofue, he think* 
he has me at a nonplush; but I'll show him. 
the (UJev.* 

** After this brag of war, . Paddy whip- 
ped; Knockecroghery kicked; and Paddy, 
seemingly unconscious of danger, sat 
witliin read) of the kicking horse, twitch- 
ing up first one of his legs, then the other, 
and shifting as the aimiial aimed his hoofs, 
escaping every time as it were by miracle. _ 
With a mixture of temerity and presence ' 
of mind, which made us alternately look 
upon him as a madman and a hero, be 
gloried in the danger, secure of suc- 
cess, and of the symputliy of the specta- 
tors. 

"Ah! didn't I romJtassKim cleverly 
then ? Oh the villain, to be blow bating 
me ! I'm too cute for him yet. See, there, 
now, he's come to ; and I'll be his bail 
he'll go tunt enoug-h wid me. Ogh ! he has 
a fine spirit of his own; but it's I that can 
matcli him. 'Twoiild be a poor case if a 
man like me couldn't match a horse any 
way, let alone a marc, which this is, op it 
never would be so vitious.*' 1. 68, 69. 

The most delectable personage* 
however, in the whole tale, is the an" 
cient Irish nurse Ellinor. The de- 
voted affection, infantine simplicity^ 
and strange pathetick eloquence of 
this half-savage, kind hearted crea- 
ture, afford Miss Edgeworth oc- 
casion for many most original and 
characteriscick representations. We 
shall scarcely prepossess our English 
readers in her favour, by giving the 
description of her cottage. 

" It was a wretched looking, low, mud- 
walled cabin. At one end it was propped 
by a buttress of loose stones, upon which 
stood a goat reared on his hind legs, to 
browze on the grass that g^rew on the 
housetop. A dunghill was before the on- 
ly window, at the otlier end of the house, 
and close to tlie door was a puddle of 
tlie dirtiest c>f dirty water, in which ducki 
were dabbling. At my approach, there 
came out of the cabin a pig, a calf, a 
l^mb, a kid, and two geese, all with their 
legs tied; followed by cocks, liens, chick- 
ens, a dog, a cat, a kitten, a beggar-man, 
a beggar woman, with a pipe in her 
mouth; children iimumerable, and a stout 
girl, witli a pitchfork in hep hand; al- 
togetlier more than I, looking dovm upon 
the roof as I sat on liorscback, and mra- 
fiuring tlie superficies with my eye, could 
have possibly supposed tlie mansion ca- 
pable of containing. 1 asked if£Uinor 
O'Donoghoe 
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bftriud, tlic ^cse cackled, the tturkeys 
gobbled, and the bc}^gurs begged with 
one a/ecocd, so Joiidly, that there waa 
HO chance of jmy being lieard. When the 
ffirl had at last succeeded in appeasiog* 
them all with her pitchfork, she answer- 
ed, thatEUinor O'Donog-hoe was at home, 
but that she was out with the potatoes; 
and she ran to fetch her, aftM* culling to 
the boy8, rvlto -were within t» the roam stno^ 
kingy to come out to his honour. As soon 
as they had crouched under the door, aiid 
were able to stand upright, they welcom- 
ed me with a very goml grace, and were 
proud to see me in the kingdom, I asked if 
they were all EUinoi-'s sons. • All en- 
tirely,* was the Jirst answer. * Not one 
but one,' was tlie second answer. The 
third made the otlicr two intelligible. 
' Plase your honour, we are all her sons-in- 
law, except myself, who am her lawful 
son.* * Then you are my foster-brotlier ?* 
* No, plaae your honour, it's not me, but 
my brotlter, and he's not in it* • J\ot m 
tt?* * No, plase \our honour; becaase 
he's .in the foi'ge up abo\^. Sure he's the 
blacksmith, my lard.' * And what are 
\ ou ?* * Vm Odv, plase vour honour;' the 
short for Owen," &c. I. 94— 96. 

It is impossible, however, for us to 
select any thing that could give our 
readers even a vague idea of the in- 
terest, both serious and comick, that 
is produced by this original character, 
without quoting more of the story 
than we can now make room for. 
We cannot leave it, however, with- 
out making our acknowledgments 
to Miss Edgeworth, for the hand- 
some way in which she has treated 
our country, and for the judgment 
ns well as liberality she has shown in 
the character of Mr. Macleod, the 
proud, sagacious, friendly and re- 
served agent of her hero. There is 
infinite merit and power of obser- 
vation even in her short sketch of his 
exteriour. 

** He W8i? a hr.rd fcatui-edj strong built, 
})cq)rn<licuha* man, with a remarkable 
(piictness of deportment. He spoke with 
(Iciibcrate distinctness, in .an accent slight- 
ly Scot.' ii; and, in spo:iking, he made use 
«»f no gesticulation, but held himself sur- 
prisingly still. No part of him, but his 
eyes, moved; and they ha<l an expression 
of slow, but determined good sense. Fie 
was sparing of his words; but the few that 
he used said much, and went dir^jctlv to 
Uie poiiiC" I. f^2. 



After having said so much of** En- 
nui," we can afford but a very slight 
account of the Victim of Fashion. — 
This is the daughter of a rich Yorit- 
shire grazier, who, with a fortune of 
two hundred thousand pounds, is 
smitten with the desire of being fine 
and fashionable; and first throws off 
the society of her earliest and most 
respectable friends, to copy the purse- 
proud airs of a rich banking baronet's 
lady; then abjures the banker, in or- 
der to be occasionally insulted in the 
house of a* lady of high birth; next 
deserts her, to purchase the favour of 
another who has influence at court; 
and finally settles down into the so- 
ciety of a few hired and domestick 
flatterers, who bear with her peevish- 
ness and discontent, for the sake o£ 
sharing in her melancholy splendour. 
The progress of this despicable infa- 
tuation,andthe havock it makes among 
all her original claims to respect and 
enjoyment, are very finely and art- 
fully delineated. The greatest piece of 
management, however, in the story, 
is the character of Miss Elmour, the 
early friend of our unfortunate he- 
roine. Instead of being brought out in 
broad contrast, it is softened and kept 
under with such admirable judgment^ 
that the reader feels half angry at her 
long-suffering kindness and aflbction 
for so ungrateful an object — and at 
the slowness with which her innate 
superiority is ultimately made trium- 
phant The dramatick part of this 
story, and indeed the whole dialogue 
of the publication, is excellent; but 
we can only make room for the com- 
parative view of the fashion of the 
banker's lady, and the fashion of the 
lady of family. Upon her removal to 
the family of the latter, 

" Almeria found the style of dress, man* 
ncrs, anil conversation, different from 
what slie had seen at lady Stock's — she 
had easily imitated the afi'ectation of lady 
Stock, but there was an ease in the de» 
cidcd tone of lady Bradstone, which could 
not be so easily acquired. Ilaving lived 
from her infancy in the best company, 
there were no heterogeneous mixtures hi 
her maimers; and the consciousnesi of 
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tbia gtTC an bftbitiud air of sectinty to her 
words, looks, and motions. Lady Stock 
seemed forced to beg-, or buy — Lady Brad- 
stone, accustomed to command, or levy, 
admiration as her rightful ti'ibute. The 
pride of lady Bradstone was uniformly re- 
aolote, and successful; the insolence of 
lady Stock, if it were opposed, became 
cowardly and ridiculous. Lady Bradstone 
seemed to have, on all occasions, an in- 
s^nctive sense of what a person of fashion 
ought to do; lady Stock, notwithstanding 
her bravadoing air, was frequently per- 
plexed» and anxious, and therefore awk- 
ward—she had always recourse to prece- 
dents. ' Lady P said so— or lady 

Q did so— lady G wore 

this, or lady H— — was there, and 
therefore I am sure it was proper.* On 
the contrary! lady Bradstone never quoted 
autliorities, but presumed that she was a 
precedent for otliers. The one was eager 
to follow — ^the other dctei-mined to lead, 
the fashion. Our heroine, who was by no 
means deficient in penetration, and whose 
whole attention was now given to the 
study of externals, quickly perceiyed these 
^ades of difference between her late and 
her present friend. Slie remarked, in par- 
ticular, that she found herself much more. 
at ease in lady Bradstone's society. Her 
ladyship's pride was not so offensive as 
lady Stock's vanity. Secure of her own su- 
periority, lady Bradstone did not want to 
measure herself every instant with in- 
feriours. She treated Almeriaas herequUl 
in eveiy respect; and in settuig her right 
in points of fashion, never seemed to 
triumph, but to consider her own know- 
ledge as a necessary consequence of the 
life she had led from her infancy. With a 
sort of proud generosity, she always con- 
sidered those whom she honoured with 
her friendship, as thenceforward entitled 
to all the advantage of her own situation, 
and to all the respect due to a part of 
herself. She now always used the word 
we, with peculiar emphasis, in speaking 
of Miss Tumbull aiul herself. This was a 
signal perfectly well understood by her 
acquaintance. Almeria was received every 
where with the most distinguished atten- 
tion; and she was delighted, and absolute- 
ly intoxicated, withlicr sudden rise in the 
workl of fashion. She found that her for- 
mer accjiiainttAnce at lady Stock's were 
extremely ambitions of claiming an in- 
tim;tcy; but this could not be done. Miss 
Tumbull had now acquired, by practice, 
the power of looking at people, witliout 
seeming to see thcmj and of forgetting 
those with whom she was perfectly wcU 
acquainted. Ilcr opiuicn of her own '.-on- 



sequence .vas much raisett by the cdiirt 
that was paid to her by several young 
men of fasliion, who thought it expedient 
to marry two hundred thousand pounds." 
IL 55— 5a 

We wish we could make some ex* 
tracts fmm " Manoeuvring;'* but we 
have kft ourselves no room — and for 
the story, as it contains the history of 
thf making, and the failure^ of thrce 
several connected plots, it is obvious 
that we could give no intelligible ac- 
count of it within any moderate 
limits. It is written with admirable 
skill and correctness of imitation; and 
is likely, we think, to be the most 
fashionable, though by no means the 
most useful or instructive of the col- 
lection. There is a painful and humble 
pathos in some parts of " the Dun," 
upon which we have not spirits to 
enter. We earnestly entreat all good- 
natured youths of fashion to read it 
through, and not to be too impatient 
to get rid of the impressions which it 
must excite in them. 

We must how take an abrupt and 
reluctant leave of Miss Edgeworih. 
Thinking as we do, that her writings 
are, beyond all comparison, jLhe most 
useful of any that have come before 
us since the commencement of our 
critical career, it would be a point of 
conscience with us to give them all 
the notoriety that they can derive 
from our recommendation, even if 
their execution were in some measure 
liable to objection. In our opinion, 
however, they are as entertaining 
as they are instructive; and the ge- 
nius and wit, and imagination they 
display, are at least as remarkable 
as the justness of the sentiments 
they so pc.verfuliy inculcate. To 
some readers they may seem to want 
the fairy colouring of high fancy and 
romantick tenderness; and it is verv 
true, that they are not poetical love 
tales any more than they are anec- 
dotes of scandal. We have great res- 
pect for the admirers of Rousseau 
and Petrarca; and we have no doubt 
that Miss Edgeworth has great res- 
pect fop t!icm — Ini the ii^orld, bo'li 
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high and law, Vfhich she is ktbouring 
to mend, have no sympathy with this 
respect. They laugh at these things, 
and do not understand them; and 
therefore, the solid sense which she 
presses, perhaps, rather too closely 
upon them, though it admits of relief 
from wit and direct pathos, really 
could not be combined with the more 



luxuriant ornaments of an ardent and 
tender imagination. We say this 
merely to obviate the only objection 
which we think can be made to the 
execution of these stories; and to 
justify our decided opinion, that they 
are actually as fier/ect as it was pos- 
sible to make them with safety to the 
great object of the author. 



FROM THE BRITISH CRITICK. 

Camilla Do Flprian, and other Poems. By an Officer's Wife. 12mo. 3s. 

IF this elegant little volume had 
not, as it really has, the claim of 
great tenderness and sensibility, of 
many ingenious ideas, happily and 
harmoniously expressed, the follow- 
ing impressive address would disarm 
criticism and excite a friendly sym 
pathy. 

" TO THE REV^IEWBRS. 

" Ah ! say, who blames the wintry bird. 

When storms have chilled its frozen, 

trcmblmg wing, 

If then its notes are feebler heard. 

Than those in gilded palaces who sing ? 

E'en taste will urge, as genei-ous bounty 

pours. 
That sweeter notes may rise in liapplcr 
hours : 



6(L 1809. 

" So 'mid the winter of my days. 
My humble lays affection bids me try;^ 
Not now to meet soft friendship's 
praise. 
But the stem glance of judgment's 
keener eye. 
E'en in the hour when Fate her dart has 

thrown 
To wound a heart far dearer than my 
own. 

** No vain presumption hither brings. 
No conscious merit does a hope impart; 

I seek to bear to healing springy 
The faded, wounded husband of my 
heart, 
O spare tlie verse my trembling hand 

unveils 
Respect the motive, tho* the effort feils." 



FROM THE BRITISH CRITICK. 

The Husband and the Iy)ver. A Historical and Moral Romance, in Three Volumes. 

8vo. 18«. 1809. 



WE learn from a modest note at 
the end of these volumes, and we can 
assure the author that we perused 
the work from its commencement to 
its conclusion, that it is a first at- 
tempt, and by a lady. But it may 
safely be asserted, that it would do 
no discredit to any writer of great ex- 
perience in either sex. The story is 
founded on the well known life and 
character of the great Sobieski, king 
of Poland; and from his residt:nce in 
France, before he entered on the 
great career of his glory, a story 
is formed romantick indeed, as it is 



acknowledged to be; but full of inge- 
nious contrivance, interesting events, 
remarkably well drawn characters, 
noble sentiments, and elegant lan- 
guage. If a crowd of publications did 
not press upon us, all of which, 
agreeably to our plan of giving our 
readers a consistent history of the li- 
terature of our country, must in turn 
be noticed, we would willingly have 
discussed the merits of this work in 
a more extended article. It has amu- 
sed us exceedingly; and is so very far 
superiour to any thing which we have 
lately perused of the kind,, that it bids 
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fair to ptcserve a place in the portion 
of a miscellaneous library assigned 
to the works of Burney, Ratcliffe, 
West: &c. Throughout, historical 
facts are very ingeniously blended 
with fictitious characters and events. 
The main incident, namely, that of 
Sobieski's exerting his influence with 
Louis XIV. to make a son of his, by 
the marchioness de Briscacier, a 



duke, is a well known fact. The be- 
haviour of the marquis after disco- 
vering bis wife's infidelity, is perhaps 
among the greatest improbabilities 
of the book; but the defects are 
neither many nor important, consi- 
dering its claims of blending most 
satisfactorily much instruction with 
great amusement. 



FROM THE MONTHLY REVIEW. 

U Smiterrain^ Sec. /. c. The Cavern, or The Two Sisters. By Madame F. Herbster. 
12mo.pp. 152. London, 1809. 



WHEN we are informed that the 
groundwork of this novel is true, we 
know not how far the assertion is 
meant to extend- But a perusal of the 
tale convinces us that a considerable 
portion of fiction is blended with the 
matters of fact. Various travellers 
have given accounts of the perforated 
rocks in the vicinity of Tours, the 
scene of the principal adventures 
here recorded; and it is not improba- 
ble that, during the horrours of the 
French revolution, so fatal to the no- 
bility, some persecuted individuals 
might have meditated and actually 
found an asylum in the caverns or 
grottos of these rocks. But, it is not 
easy to believe that so comfortable a 
subterranean habitation, as is here 
described, could have been found, 
and have been furnished as the hi- 
ding place of a noble family. While it 
is even much less credible that two 
orphan females, the eldest being but 
twelve and the youngest only six 
years old, could have made their way 
from Paris to this retreat, and have 
maintained themselves, without ser- 
vants, and without being discovered. It 
is sufficiently probable, however, that 
a count and countess, in the bloody 
reign of the monster Eobesfiierrry 
might have been violently torn from 
their children; and that all parties, 
under the protection of Divine Pro- 
vidence, might have been preserved 
through a thousand dangers, and 



happily restored to each other, after 
a lapse of years. We should suppose^ 
indeed, that this is the fond of the lit- 
tle novel before us; which is interest- 
ing, and calculated to make pious and 
amiable impressions on the minds of 
feeling and well disposed readers^ 
Every line is favourable to virtue; 
and, as no school is equal to that of 
misfortune for training the heart to 
the duties of humanity, the picture 
here delineated may be regarded as 
not less natural than instructive. The 
author remarks, that few French no- 
vels are fit to be put into the hands 
of young persons. Madame Herbster 
might have added, '* or of old people." 
And it is at least a negative recom- 
mendation of Le Soutert'oiny that it is 
free f»*om those faults with which 
French compositions of the lighter 
kind, too much abound. The story is 
interlarded with no insidious and 
dangerous principles; but the whole 
breathes sentiments of devotion, and 
trust in Providence; of parental ten- 
derness, and filial affection; of grati- 
tude to benefactors, and, of kindness 
to our fellow creatures. As the story 
is affecting, an abstract of it will not, 
perhaps, be unacceptable. 

In the rich and fertile valley of 
Tours, which may not improperly 
be called, the garden of France, on 
the banks of the Loire, is a small 
chain of rocks, which looks to the 
southeast, and is protected from the 
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northern winds by the ancient forest 
of Roseville. Many of these rocks 
are inhabited by peasants, whose toil 
i^ recompensed by the vines which 
cover them. 

As the count dc Roseville, who 
owned a great part of this beautiful 
country, was one day hunting, he was 
suddenly overtaken by a violent 
storm, and forced to seek refuge in a 
place which had formerly been a 
lime-kiln. Walking up and down, 
waiting the abatement of the tempest, 
his dog conducted him through seve- 
ral turnings, to a vast cavity, which 
seemed to extend under the whole 
chain of the rocks. This incident oc- 
curred on the 30th of June, 1792, 
when the noblesse were pursued and 
imprisoned, and when the terrible 
lOih of August, and first days of 
September, were preparing; and, as 
the count lived in the constant appre- 
hension of being arrested, a thought 
naturally suggested itself, that this 
cavern, so providentially, as it were, 
pointed out to him, might, during 
the bloody convulsions of the revolu- 
tion, serve for the retreat of himself, 
bis wife, and his children. On his re- 
turn to the castle, he communicated 
the scheme which he had formed, 
to his lady, and also to a faithful do- 
mestick, of whose service he availed 
himself in carrying it Into execution. 
On the following day, they visited 
the spot, accompanied by their two 
childi-t-n. By the help of torches, 
they discovered a dark passage, which 
the count had not previously observ- 
ed, conducting to a subterranean 
grotto, supported by four pillars of 
rock; and in the middle rose a foun- 
tain, which, falling in a cascade into 
u basin, subterraneously passed away. 
A pleasant light entered through the 
fissures of the rock. Further on, they 
cliscovenci several other grottos, 
uliich could easily be made habita- 
l)le; and in one of them was an open- 
ing between two huge stones, so 
placed as to admit light and exclude 
vain. A long corridor ended in a 
kind of lofty rotunda, inacceaijible to 



the day; behind which was a winding 
passage, that led to a part of the rqck 
different from that at which the count 
had entered. The faithful doraestick, 
Richard, then contrived, by cases 
filled with clay, serving as doors, so 
to obscure the entrances as to prevent 
all suspicion of the cavities within. 
Six weeks after the discovery, the 
count and his servant had managed, 
by the clay-doors, by matting, by old 
tapestry on the sides of the grottos, 
and by the furniture which they had 
secretly conveyed, to make this *&«- 
terrain habitable. The great cave was 
prepared for the chamber 'of the 
countess, and one on each side for 
her two daughters. These were en- 
closed by doors covered with sheep's 
skins, to exclude the cold. A kitchen 
was at no great distance, with closets, 
containing necessaries of all kinds, 
particularly oil and charcoal. Lamps, 
disposed at proper intervals, gave 
light in the dark parts of the rock; 
and the rotunda was made a study, 
illuminated by a lamp, suspended 
from the roof, and furnished with a 
piano, a harp, a library of excellent 
books, port-folios of drawings, &c. 

Well might the countess survey 
all these preparations with approba- 
tion: but it is wonderful that two per- 
sons should have executed them in 
so short a time. Scarcely, however, 
were they finished, and the count had 
returned to his casilc, when, a few 
days after the horribly memorable 
10th of August, he was arrested, in 
the name of the laWy and dragged to 
Paris, leaving his wife and cliildren 
in the greatest agony and constema^ 
tion. The countess and her two 
daughters, Gabrielle and Augustiney 
were conveyed by Richard, the faith- 
ful valet, to the subterranean retreat, 
together with the valuable property 
which they could remove; and when 
he had secured his charge, he pro- 
posed to go to Paris, in the hope of 
being serviceable to his master, or at 
least, of cpnveying him some money. 
Moved hy this proposition, the coun- 
tess hersci|itir^%9i\:^Aogiifly to her 
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liasb^y jiid either to succour him, 
or to share his fate. They then all 
left the cave; and having^ disguised 
themselves in the dress of peasants, 
they proceeded by the ordinary con- 
veyance to Paris. Here Richard dis- 
appeared ; and the count was disco* 
vercd through the grating of a mise- 
rable prison. Almost distracted, the 
countess left her lodging, and, having: 
first sewed money in the corsets of 
her children, and instructed them 
how to pass the barriers, she coun- 
selled them, if she should not return 
to them in two days, to travel back, 
as poor children, to the retreat in the 
rock. Having effected her purpose 
of forcing her way into the prison, 
in whtcli her husband was confined, 
tl)e children were left orphans; and 
no mother returning to protect them, 
they obeyed her injunctions, and, by 
the charitable aid of innkeepers, mas- 
ters oivoituresy 8cc« these two infan- 
tine sisters made their way from 
I^ris to Tours; took possession of the 
j^i-otto; and supported themselves in 
this retreat for the long term of six 
years. At last they were traced to the 
rock; and a fine muslin handkerchief, 
marked G. R. was picked up. Curi- 
osity, in conjunction with the admi- 
ration of female beauty, operating on 
a young man, he discovered the clay 
doors, and the mode of opening them; 
and, entering with his uncle, they 
surprised the recluses, when Gabrielle 
was singing the following air: 

'* Sous CCS sombrcs rochci*s, iinp6nctrable 

asile, 
J*€lcvc, en g€missant mes accens vers les 

cicux; 
Sa«s craintc ct sans remords, od y vi vr >it 

tranquiUe; 
Mais loin do scs parens, pourroit on vhTc 

heureux ? 

** OrphcVinc, et sans guide, au printemps 

• de ma vi*:. 
Jamais jc n'ui vu luirc un rayon de bon- 

hcur, 
l^ fleur de mes beaux joiirs sera bientdt 

fl^lrie. 
J.es soupirs ct TattCiptc ont dess^chc mon 

cccur. 
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** O mes parent chiris ! 6 ma sentibltf 

mere ! 
Languirai-je tonjours loin du monde et de 

voiis ? 
Le ciel ouroit-il done born^ votrecarriere? 
Et la terre dij^ nous conlient-ellc tous ? ' 

** O toi de qui les soins ont guid£ notre 

cnfance, 
Toi qui nous as donn^ de si tendres parens; 
Toi que touchent toujuurs les pleui's de 

I'innoccnce. 
Grand Pieu ! sauve mon p^re, ct rends-lui 

st-H enfans. 

** Et toi, ma scrrtr, ma fille et mon unique 

amie, 
En partageant mes niaux, tu sais les adou- 

T*aimer est le scul bien qui m'attache k 

la vie; 
Augustine, sans toi, jc n'aurois qu' at 

mourir." 

The sisters fainted at the sight of 
strangers; but, when they recovered 
from their affright, a pleasing expIa-> 
nation took place. Gabrielle and Au- 
gustine found an uncle and a cousin 
in the obtruding visitants; who, being 
now in possession of Roseville castle, 
removed them from the souterrain 
to their original residence. They then 
accompanied their uncle to Paris, in 
search of their parents; and on the 
road, they rewarded those who were 
their benefactors, when, as poor chil- 
dren, they required the aid of the 
keepers of inns and coach-drivers. 
On their return to Roseville, love 
began to exercise its power, and mar- 
riages were meditated. The anniver- 
sary of their being found was ho- 
noured with a most splendid fete; 
when the count and countess, who 
bad been sentenced to exile in Cay* 
enne, had been shipwrecked, and ha- 
ving passed through St. Domingo, 
Jamaica, and England, returned to 
their own castle. Thus the misfor- 
tunes which the revolution had occa- 
sioned, were terminated in a joyful 
interview of all the parties; for even 
the missing Richard is added to the 
groupe. 

The dramatick conclusion of this 
pi^ce induces us to believe, that fie* 
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tion has lent her aid, with no sfxaing 
handy to complete the effect. All the 
characters are amiable, and all have 
reason to be satisfied with their cod« 
dact. Virtue, undet the aid of divine 
Providence, not only combating with 
misfortune, but, at last, triumphing 
over it; and the power of religion, in 
bracing the mind to meet, with forti« 



tndey the severest trials^ «wi Wliiig 
us to perform our duty under them^ 
are pictures which are always use^ 
to man, and are of peculiar impor- 
tance to the rising generatioo. TJkic 
aeeds of those 4noraI qualities which 
Stmn the character, are sown much 
more early in life than we generally 
suppose* 



FROM THE (QUARTERLY REVIEW. 

Memoirs of William Paley, D. 1). By G. II. Meadlcy. pp. 216, To which is added an 
AppetTdix. pp. 168. 1809. 

fnend of religious toleration; and also 
to make us believe that he wished to 



THIS biogi^apher appears to be a 
plain sort of a person, not mightily 
[gifted, indeed, with the talent of wri- 
ting; but sufficiently so to tell a com- 
mon story, and make common re- 
marks. He comes forward with no 
gi*eal pretensions, telling us thai he 
knows his work is very imperfect) 
and that his motive for undertaking it 
was the desire of doing justice to the 
memory of Paley. We can believe 
that this motive may have been a 
principal one; but we suspect that 
one or two others have been acces- 
sory. We surmise that he was partly 
swayed by a certain desire of making 
a book; which same desire has fuilher 
impelled him to spin out hiamemoirs, 
by introducing needless repetitions, 
and dwelling too much on trivial cir- 
cnmstances — also, to fill up half of a 
goodly octavo, by cramming in ana- 
lyses of Paley's sermons, tracts for- 
merly published, Sec. In fact, a me- 
moir of Paley's life might have been 
properly attached to some edition of 
his works; but is far too scanty of 
matter for a separate publication. 
We surmise, moreover, that another 
motive, operating on our biographer, 
was a desire of professing, before the 
public k, the sanction of Dr. Paley's 
name, for what he is pleased to call, 
the cause of civil and religious liber- 
ty. Certain it is, that he takes no 
common pains to impress upon us, 
what is undoubtedly true: — That this 
excellent man was ahvavs the warm 



abolish, or to relax, subscription to 
the articles of our established chlirch. 
However, we arc by no means &s- 
posed to quarrel with Mr. Meadley^ 
and are glad to glean from him some 
little account of Dr. Paley's life* 

It is pleasing to trace the progress 
of a distinguished character to emi- 
nence, by the natural buoyancy of 
merit, without any underhand arts, or 
mean attachments to party, or servile 
cringings to great people. Paleyj 
born in 1743, was the son of a coon- 
try clergymim» schoolmaster at Gig* 
gleswicb, in Yorkshire. Educat^ 
under his father, he gave promi^ 
rather of fair abilities, than of distin- 
giushed excellence. His mind was, 
from the first, remarkibly active and 
inquiring. In bodily movements he 
was always singularly clumsy. 

" I was never a good horseman,'* he 
used to bslV of hims«lf, " and when I fol- 
lowed my father on a poney of my own, on 
my tirst journey to Cambridge, 1 fell oft' 
seven times. 1 was lighter then Uiaii I am 
now, and my falls were not likely to be 
serious. My father, on hearing a thump, 
would turn his head half aside, and say; 
' Take care of thy money, lad."— p. 5. 

His father, at this time, perceived 
the germ of his future distinction. 
^ " My son,*' he said, " is now gone to 
college — He will turn out a great man — 
very gi-cat indeed — I am certain of it;* lor 
he has, by far, tlie clearest head 1 ever 
met with in my life." — p. T. 
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He appeared at the UmTenity ai 
a raw, uncouth, unformed dzar^ Bin- 
giihir in dresa and manner, not re- 
markable for rcR^ular, atudimis habits, 
but recommending: himself by bis 
good humour, social talent, and gene- 
ral ability. He obtidned the publiek 
distinction of senior wrangler, on ta* 
king his degree, and had afterwards a 
bachelor's prize adjudged to him for 
a latin dissertation* 

For a short time subsequent to his 
first degree, he underwent the drudg- 
ery of acting as usher, at a private 
school, at Greenwich. Fortunately, 
he soon quarrelled with the school* 
niaster> and, haatng been elected fel- 
low of the college to which he*be* 
longed, fixed bis residence in the 
university. He spent about ten years 
of his life engaged in the business of 
academical tuition. His reputation in 
this situation rose extremely high. 
He was remarkable for the happy 
talent of adapting his lectures singu- 
larly well to the apprehensions of his 
pupils. He was considered as belong- 
ing %o what was called the liberal 
p^rty in the university, in politicks 
and religion. In 1773, be was invited 
to sign the petition for relief in the 
matter of subscription to the articles^ 
then presented to parUament* His 
refusal was conveyed in the jocular 
terms, that *^ he could not afford to 
keep a conscience." His biographer 
acts, we think, no very friendly part, 
when he attributes this refusal to 
prudential motives, acting in oppon- 
•tion to his real semsments. Paley was 
a man of the most unvarnished ho- 
nesty. We are convinced, that his 
refusal must have been founded on a 
real disapprobation of the measure 
itself; of the means adopted in fur- 
thering it; or of the persons engaged 
in promoting it. 

. In 1776, he married, and retired to 
a small living in Westmoreland; but 
was soon advanced, successively, by 
his friend Dr, Law, then bishop of 
Carlisle^ to a pi^bendal stall, the 
archdeaconry, and chancellorship of 
the diocese. In this retirement^ he 



digested and prepared his great work, 
the Principles of Moral and Politi- 
cal Phitosophy, which appeared in 
1785. His Hors Paulinae followed in 
1 790, and his Evidence of Christianity 
in 1794. After the lauer publication, 
preferment, the well earned fruit of 
his services and talents, poured fisist 
upon him. In the space of one year, 
he was presented by diflrei-ent patrons 
to a prebendal stall in St. Paul's; the 
subdeanery of Lincoln; and the va- 
luable rectory of bishop Weanftiouth. 
The latter place wa^ the scene of his 
declining years. His Natural Theo- 
logy, which appeared in 1803, was 
the only literary work in which he 
afterwards engaged. He made him- 
self pimctically useful, by carefully 
performing the ofHces of a parish 
priest; discharging the more active 
duties of a magistrate; and guarding 
the moral conduct of his neighbours. 
A painfol disorder, which visited 
the close of his useful life, marked 
him to be, in the hard task of sqfier- 
ing, as well as in acting, a firm, sincere 
Chrisdan. In 1804, the respect, and 
the regret of all good men, followed 
him to the grave. 

Paley was, in private life, a cheer- 
fu)t social, unassuming character; of 
an equable temper, satisfied with his 
present hit, devoid of restless, craving 
ambition. He entered with great zest 
into the common enjoyments of life. 
He never assumed an austere charac- 
ter of sanctity and stifihess, but was 
anxious to promote good humour 
and harmless mirth on all occasions. 
His conversation was free and unre- 
served, wholly untainted with that 
pedantick gravity and cold supercili- 
ousness, in which superiour talent is 
too apt to clothe itself. He was re» 
markable for an extensive acquain- 
tance with men and manners. He had 
a strong relish of wit; a copious fund 
of anecdote; and told a story with 
peculiar archness and naivete. He was 
a particular admirer of theatrical per- 
formances. Even in his latest years^ 
he would place himself in a conspi- 
cuous part of a provincial theatre, 
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when any celebrated perfermer ar« 
rived in his neighbourhood. 

He appears to have been, at no 
time^ a regular, profound student. He 
was able to chain his attention closely 
to any particular subject which he 
had in hand. But his general habit 
was, to engage in desultory reading, 
to pursue any train of casual investi- 
gation, and to enlarge bis store of 
knowledge from every quarter. His 
mind, in fact, was never idle, always 
searching for matter of observation, 
and laying up food for reflection. He 
was peculiarly happy in the talent of 
gleaning information from persons of 
different habits and professions with 
whom he conversed* 

Such was Paley in the private 
walks of life. Of his mental talents 
and acquirements, of his publick prin- 
ciples and opinions, the estimate must 
be drawn from his writings. 

One very prominent and very 
amiable feature of character display ed 
in his works, is a candid allowance of 
tlie errours, prejudices, and partiali- 
ties of others. A spirit of liberality, 
fairness, and moderation, tempers all 
his opinions. He is never so blindly 
bigoted to what he himself approves, 
as not to be aware that an opposing 
bias, or a diflerent cast of thought, 
may cause others to draw oinclusions 
directly the reverse. He is every where 
the friend to enlightened policy and 
free discussion. In some of his opi- 
nions on publick questions,it has been 
his fate to be censured by opposite 
parties. He has gone too far for 
some, and not far enough for others. 
All, we believe, with few exceptions, 
have agreed, that he has spoken 
honestly, opinions weighed maturely; 
that as he has sought his results 
coolly, so be has expressed them dis- 
passionately; that he has always 
aimed at advancing the great caust 
of truth, and of lending the best sup- 
port tp good government and socia) 
order. 

On his qualifications and talents as 
a writer, we have touched already* 
tie did not possess a comprehensive 



and grasping genius, nor was he en* 
dowed with a rich and sparkting 
imagination. His mind was well in- 
formed, but not furnished with deep, 
extensive, ponderous enilHtfon. We 
do not find him, like a Hoadley, or a 
Warburton, opening a vast battery of 
learning, and bringing forward a co- 
pious store of illustrating matter on 
the point which be is discussing. His 
distinguishing characteristick is a pe- 
netrating understanding, and a deary 
logical head. What he himaelf com* 
prebends folly, that he <Ietaiia lumi- 
nously. He never builds a oonclusioa 
on unsound or insufficient premises* 
He takes a subject to pieces with the 
nice skill of a master, presents to us 
distinctly its several parts, and ex- 
plains them with accuracy and truth* 
He illustrates his meaning with ap- 
posite remarks, and much various 
allusion. He makes great amends for 
the want of abstruse erudition, by a 
large fund of various, common-f^ce 
knowledge, and a thorough acquain- 
tance with men and manners. He has 
been taxed with a w^t of originality. 
If it is merely meant that he has . 
chiefly taken in hand, subjects in 
which others have preceded him, the 
charge is obviously true. But still, in 
the line of discussion which he takes, 
he strikes generally out of the beateft 
track ; he pursues new trains of in- 
vestigation; places matters in a new 
light; lays down new principles, and 
illustrates by new arguments. In foct, 
he has the peculiar merit of t>eing 
often truly original, whei*e a common 
writer could only have been a tame 
and servile imitator. '^ He is thought 
less original than he really is," says 
an ingenious writer,* "merely be- 
cause his taste and modesty, have led 
him to disdain the ostentation of no- 
velty; and therefore, he generally 
employs more art to blend his owa 
arguments with the body of received 
opinions, so that they are scarce to 
be distinguished, thar\ other men, in 
the pursuit of a transient popularity, 

* Mapkhitosh. 
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nave exerted to disgaise the most 
miserable comTnon-places in the 
shape of a paradox/' 

But he has left vm one work, much 
less generally known and read than it 
deserves to be, which is truly origin^ 
in its subject, in its construction, and 
in its details. We allude to his Ho- 
rse Paulinx. In this, he traces a new 
species of internal evidenre for the 
aathenticity of St. Paul's epistles, by 
observing the undesigned and less 
obvious ctuncidence of allusions and 
expressions, with the narrative in the 
acts of the apostle. In his statement 
of the value of this species of argu- 
ment he is clear and judicious. In 
pointing out the several passages 
which furnish the proof, he shows a 
most intimate acquaintance with Sit. 
Paul's writings, the fruit of patient 
investigation, and most close atten- 
tion. He is singularly ingenious in 
bitting on a casual agreement, where 
a common mind would have over- 
looked it He appreciates with judg- 
ment, the true value of every head of 
evidence which he brings. He makes 
' bis deduction, just as far as that in- 
stance bears him out, and no farther; 
and, on proper occasions, he presses 
hk reasonings with convincing force. 
Thus, he has furnished a mass of 
most valuable evidence, which is pe- 
culiarly his own, and which no one 
eke eould have invented so well, or 
traced so clearly. He has given, too, 
an admirable model for similar inves« 
ligations on other subjects. Had he 
produced no other work, his fame 
would have stood on no weak or nar- 
row btosis* 

Amongst the tracts and papers, 
with which Mr. Meadley has con- 
trived to swell his volume, is a tract 
on the question of subscription to the 
articks published in 1774, in defence 
of a pamphlet ^f bishop Law's. In 



bringing this to notice as an undoubt- 
ed work of Dr. Paley's, we think 
that he suffers his zeal against the 
church, by law established, to outstrip 
his regard for his fner.d's reputa- 
tion. He is by no means warranted in 
decidedly ascribing it to Dr. Paley. 
He produces no direct evidence; 
does not pretend that it was ever, in 
any circumstances, avowed; and 
merely pleads general report. We 
must be allowed to suspend, at least, 
our judgment on the subject. Inter- 
nal evidence, we think, is strong 
against the fact. An acrimonious spi- 
rit of controversy pervades the tract, 
foreign to Paley's general manner. 
At times, there is a puerile flippancy 
of remark. The argument is, in some 
parts, directed against all means of 
securing a conformity of faith in the 
ministers of any established church, 
an opinion which Paley never main- 
tained, and the bare supposition of 
his holcting which is an impeachment 
of his understanding. We must con- 
tend, that a discreet friend to his me- 
mory, who had 710 firejudiccs of hi^ 
own to gratify^ would not have been 
thus forward to give, on very dispu- 
table grounds, the sanction of his 
name to this production. 

On the whole, Paley was an amia- 
ble, and a respectable character, in' 
all the departments of life; one who 
taught well, and defobded ably, truths 
which he firmly believed, and duties 
vfhich he admirably practised. Supe- 
liours he has undoubtedly had in 
those high talents and vast acquire- 
ments which dazzle and astonish; but 
still a place must be allowed him in 
the very foremost rank of eminence, 
if the consideration of his actual abi* 
lities be combined with that of their 
useful application; if his claim on 
the applauses of mankind, be united 
with that on their gratitude. 
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FROM THK Q^rARTEttl.Y REVIEW. 

Amclie Mansfield. Par Madame Cottin. 3 torn. 12mo. Londics. 1809. 



NOVELS are read so generally, 
and with such avidity, by the young 
of both sexes, that they cannot fail to 
hare a considerable influence on the 
virtue and happiness of society. Yet 
their authors do not always appear to 
be sensible of the serious responsi- 
bility attached to their voluntary 
task. In several novels which we fre- 
quently observe in the parlours of 
respectilble families, there cannot be 
a doubt, that the warmth of colouring, 
in certain passages, produces, in the 
imaginations of many of their i*ead- 
ers, disorders which are far from 
being suiBciently corrected by the 
moral maxims, the good examples, 
or the warning events. Of such grie- 
vous misdemeanors Fielding H no- 
toriously guilty. Other writers also, 
from whom better things might have 
been expected, have stained their 
pages with indelicate details. But tlie 
practice is a shameful violation of 
good manners, and udiuits of no ex- 
cuse; fur either the deuils are super- 
fluous, which is most frequently the 
case; or else the story should be sup- 
pressed altogetlier, as one which will 
do more harm than. good to far the 
greater numl>er of tliose who will 
certainly peruse it. 

But there is another way in which 
it may be apprehended that novels 
ai*e frequently hurtful. The e/iic poem 
and the romance ofc/iivairy transport 
us to a world of wonders, where su- 
pernatural agents are mixed with the 
human cliaracters; where the human 
characters themselves are prodigies, 
and where events ai-e produced by 
causes widely and manifestly differ- 
ent from those which regulate tlie 
course of human afl'airs. With such 
a world we do not think of compa- 
ring our actual situation; to such cha- 
racters we do not presume to assimi- 
late ourselves or our neighbours^ 
from such a concatenation of mar- 
\els we draw no conclusions vviih re- 



gard to our own expectations in real 
life. B\jX real life is the very tbiiig 
which tiQveU affect to imitate; and 
the young aod inexpenenced wili 
sometimes be too ready to conceive 
that tlie picture is true, in those re- 
spects at least in which they wish it 
to be so. Hence both their temper, 
conduct, and happiness may be ma- 
terially injured. For dovcIs are often 
rtmanticki not, indeed, by the relation 
of what is obviously mii*aculous oc 
impossible^ but by deviating, thougi) 
perhaps insensibly, beyond die bounds 
of probability or consistency. Aad 
the girl who dreams of the briiliaBt 
accomplishments and enchandog 
manners which distinguish the ia- 
vourite characters in ^ those fictitious 
histories, will be apt to look with 
conteua4>t on the most respectable 
find aaiiable of her acquaintance; 
while in the showy person and flat- 
tering address of some contemptihle» 
and perhaps profligate coxcomyb, she 
may figure to herself the prototype 
of her imaginary heix>es, the only 
man upon earth with whom it is pos- 
sible to be happy. Nay, if she should 
venture to indulge her lover with a 
private assignation, she knows from 
those autlientick records that her omi- 
duct is sanctified by the exa»ple o£ 
ladies of the most inflexible virtue. 
She may still plead the same autho- 
rity for her justification, if, for the 
sake of this fascinating youth, she 
render herself an outcast from her 
station and her family. Whatever she 
may give up, she has learned from 
her oracles that no saciifice can be 
too great for real love; that real lovef 
such as subttsts, and ever will sub- 
sist, between herself and the best of 
men, is adequate to fill every, hour of 
her existence, and to supply the wani 
of every other gratification, and every 
other employment. And although 
she may be prevented by fortunate 
circumstances, or by the preval^nc^ 
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of better principles from exhibitiogy 
in her own fate^ tbe catastrophe of a 
melancholy novel; yet, tinctured with 
such notionsi she must, even in pros* 
pcrily, be kmenubly disappointed in 
her fondest hopes, and look with a 
joyless heart to the society of or- 
dinary, mortals, to the ordinary duties 
and ordinary comforts of life; those 
duties which the sober minded dis« 
charge widi clieerfulness, and those 
comforts in which they acquiesce 
with coQlfintment and delight. 

But whatever may be tlic case 
with other novels, we were led to 
aaUcipate great satisfaction from the 
perusal of Amelia MansHeld; for the 
title page informs us that it is the 
work of Madame Cottin, the author 
of Elizabeth, or the Exiles of Siberia, 
one of the most beautiful, interesting, 
and edifying narratives with which 
we are acquainted. It exhibits hu« 
man nature in a most engaging and 
instructive view; conjugal and pa- 
ruitai love brightening the winter of 
adversity; and filial piety inspiiing 
an amiable girl with a fortitude which 
no hardships or dangers could sub- 
due. Nor are these the visions of 
imagination only. The author assures 
ust in her preface, that the subject of 
ber history was true, and that both 
the virtues and the sufl'erings of the 
rtal heroine were beyond the descrip- 
don. In fact, what in a novel might 
be considered as romantick fictions 
are not superiour to the noble ex- 
amples which real life has exhibited 
of a wife, a daughter, or a mother's 
bve. Such examples have a power- 
ful tendency both to purify and exalt 
the diaracter. And from the evidence 
which EUzabeth afforded of a sound 
judgment and well regulated mind, 
sa well as of uncommon talents, we 
shoukl have conceived tliat any work 
whicii was sanctioned by the name of 
Mailame Cottin, might, from that 
ciit:u SB stance alone, be recommended 
with ccafidcnce for a young lady's 
library. 

Witli these prepossessions we be- 
gan the novel before us. It is certain- 



ly a work of genius; but we regretted 
to find it in many respects very un- 
like what we had promised ourselves 
from the author of Elizabeth; and we 
now proceed to mention so much of 
the story and of the manner in which 
it is told, as may point out on what 
gi*onnds our opinion is founded. 

The count of Woldemar had one 
son and two daughters. By his son, 
the baron of Woldemar, he had a 
grandson Ernest. He had grandchil- 
dren also by each of his daughters; 
for one of them was married to the 
count of Lunebourg, father of the 
heroine Amelia, and of her brother 
Albert; and the other was married to 
the baron of Geysa, and had a daugh- 
ter Blanche. Now the old count of 
Woldemar was exceedingly proud of 
his family, which we are told, had 
given electors to Saxony, and kings 
to Poland; and having seen his chil- 
dren married suitably to their dig- 
nity, he thought proper to extend 
the same care to his grandchildren, 
that after his death the blood of the 
Woldemars might not be polluted) 
at least to the third generation. So he 
made a will, by which he appointed 
his grandson Ernest heir of his for- 
tune and title on the condition of 
marrying Amelia* In case of refusal 
on her part lie deprived her of her 
share in his fortune, and the young 
gentleman's hand was next to be of- 
fered to Blance of Geysa on the sarne 
terms. If the young man himself 
should be refractory, he lost his claim 
to his grandfather's inheritance 
which, in that case, devolved upon 
Albert, with the obligttion of mar- 
rying Blanche* 

Having made this judicious settle- 
ment, which he might as well have 
let alone, the old count died when 
Ernest was ten years old, Amelia 
•carcely nine, and her brother Albert 
fourteen. While he was yet living, 
all his grandchildren had been edu- 
cated together at his own l.ouse, an 
arrangement which he conceived 
would facilitate his favourite plan. 
But here he v/a*i mistaken. The 
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young people quarrelled at their 
romps; and Amelia cou{d not bear 
the haughty spirit of Ernest, who ap» 
pears to have been a spoiled child. 
One day in particular, he endeavoured 
to make her dwear obedience to him 
as her future husband; for with the 
same prudence which seems to have 
directed all the measures of this fai' 
sighted old gentlenwn, they had, even 
when children, been informed of their 
grandfather's ^vill. Amelia stoutly re- 
fused, and struggled to get free. Her 
brother came to rescue her* Ernest 
knocked him down with a large book, 
and then made her own pretty mouth 
bleed by his endeavours to stop her 
cries of murder. What was still 
worse, he refused, even at his mo- 
ther's entreaty, to ask Amelia's par- 
don, pleading his right to insist on 
Iiis wife's obedience. His mother, 
who seems to have had more isensc 
than her father-in-law, though she 
had as much pride as if she had been 
of his own blood, very wisely sent her 
son to the university of Leipsick, 
>vithout insisting on an interview, be- 
tween the young couple in their 
\ present temper; and Amelia, enraged 
Ml his want of submission, as soon as 
It was reported to her, swore an oath 
of her own, that he never should be 
hers, the diixrct counterpart of the 
oath which Ernest had dictated. 

In these dispositions Ernest and 
Amelia parted, and saw each other 
no more for many years afterwards. 
In the mean time, his preceptors at 
the university, though they acknow- 
ledged the superiority of his genius 
and his progress in his studies, comi 
plained of his haughty and mflexible 
spirit, and threatened, on that account, 
to send him back to his family. Pro- 
voked at the thoeat, he quitted tiie 
university by bis own ..uUioriiy, and 
returned home. Here he did not fioU 
Amelia, wlu) was living with her pa- 
rents. His mother, who was now a 
widow, intrusted him to the care of 
a steady young man, who, though but 
six years older than himself, and ac- 
eustonicd to rcpiove him with free- 



dom, had alone acquired an ascend- 
ant over him. With this corapanioit 
she sent him to travel, and had the 
satisfectlon of hearing that the most 
favourable clianges were taking place 
in his character and conduct. 

But Amelia, steady to the averskm 
produced by their childish quarrels, 
lent a deaf ear to his mother's repre- 
sentations, and listened only to the 
accounts of his former misdemean- 
ors. There was, however, another 
cause, which contributed atMl naore 
to her alienation from Ernest. She 
had fallen in k>ve with Mansfield, a 
young poet, who, op account of his 
talents, was received by her parents 
with distinction and kindness, ntA as 
one who could ever think of aspiring 
to their daughter's hand, but as a man 
of genins, whom they admired and 
protected. We shall not follow all the 
progress of this courtship, which is 
very prettily detailed in a narrative of 
Amelia's. Only we beg leave to ob- 
serve, that a well educated girl, who 
had any thing like a proper regard for 
her reputation, or a proper sense of 
her dignity, should have resented, as 
an insult, the proposal which her 
lover presumed to make, of meeting 
him privately in the evening, ** under 
the great yew trees of the little park;'* 
a proposal the more improper, as the 
only pretence which he sdleged, wasi 
that she might bid him farewelL In 
shortf although her father, on hts 
deathbed had insisted, and her bro- 
ther had solemnly assured her, that 
her marriage with Ernest should bo 
left to her own free choice, yet, with- 
out condescending to wait a year or 
two, till she might have an opportu- 
nity to judge for herself, if her cousin 
was, indeed, as amiable as he was now 
represented, she forsook all for lovet 
and eloped with the poet. 

For this rash step she suffered se- 
verely; and here, wc presume^ the 
history is intended for a warning to 
those yotmg ladies who marry in 
haste. That her family should re- 
nounce her, was only what she must 
have expected. Her brother, however, 
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though provo^ced at her indiscretkin, 
mnained firmly attached to her; bat 
Mansfield, for \ihoin she had made 
such a sacrifice, and who had sworn 
that his love should end only with his 
life^ Mansfield grew unfaithful and 
profligate, forsook her at last, and was 
killed by a RusMan officer in a quar* 
rel about an opera girl* From that 
period she lived at Dresden for three 
years in the most profound obscurity, 
having no comfort but her ()rother*s 
tenderness, being permitted to see 
Blanche once only during all that 
time, and entirely disowned by every 
other relation. 

But after this long season of dis^ 
tress, happier days arose again on 
Door Amelia. Her husband's uncle, 
Mr. Grandson, a plain but respect- 
able old man, had retired to a de*- 
lightful residence In Switzerland, 
where he lived in splendour on the 
fortune which he had made by com* 
merce, and invited Amelia to be the 
mistress of his house, and to inherit 
his wealth. Warned as she had been 
of the miseries arising from impru- 
dence, we may now expect that it 
can only be some external calamity 
which is to disturb her repose. We 
have no suspicion that she will ever 
forget the good resolutions which 
she expresses so beautifully in a let- 
ter to her brother. 

In a dark and tempestuous night of 
Pebmary, Henry Semler and Us at* 
fendants were saved by the exertions 
of IV! r. Grandson's domestfcks from 
perishing in the snow, and wel- 
comed with the utmost humanity 
and kindness to a safe shelter in the 
abode of wealth and beauty. Of this 
hospitality, Semler was unwrnthy. He 
came under a fictitious name for a 
most unmanly purpose. He was no 
other than our old acquaintance £r* 
ftest, the young count of Woldemar. 
Indignant that a man so low as Mans- 
field should have been preferred to 
him, he had stolen away from his 
companion, with the hope of finding 
some means to khiroduce himself to 
\melia as a stranger; and hfa inten- 

VOL. ij* » i» 



tion was to gain her alflctiooS) and 
then to abandon her with contempts 
This was certainly a design which no 
one who deserved the name of a gen-* 
tlemany could emertain for a moment; 
yet with unpardonable iffcomsistencyi 
the author evidently intends that 
Ernest should be regarded as a man 
of a high and generous spirit. 

But as the wick#d are often caughf 
in their own snare, so our promising 
youth became desperately enamoured 
with Amelia, though he could not 
endure the thought of marrying 
Mansfield's widow, or of wounding^ 
by such a union, his mother's happi" 
ness, to whom he was tenderly at« 
tached. And now the author purs 
forth all her strength in describing 
the struggles between love, pride^ 
and filial affection, and the gradual, 
but fotal triumph of love. Although 
Ernest never condescended to give 
any account of his situation, and, tor 
some time at least, declared, that to 
their marriage, there were obstaclea 
which he knew not how to surmounty 
yet Amelia permits his tender assi^ 
duities.The good uncle, however, who 
never dreamed of any thing but an 
honourable courtship, but who thought 
it fong in coming to a proper conctu^ 
mon, hastened the catastrophe which 
he meant to prevent. Upon his re-^ 
monstrances, Ernest declared that h6 
would soon be free, and happy to 
marry Amelia, but declined an im- 
mediate union. He was otdered by 
Mr. Grandson to quit the liouse in<^ 
stantly; but Amelia was moved to 
compastton by his rueful counte* 
nance, and with tnexcuiable rashness, 
granted hifn a private interview at 
midnight. HMt he swore to be her 
husband, and she, as might be ex^ 
pected, forfeited her title to a station 
among virtuous women. But after all 
Ws oaths, the fickle youth was per- 
suaded by his mother to renounce 
hb mistress) and we have now a talcr 
of sorrows, in many places admirably 
told, and deeply interesting Amelia, 
worn out with anguish, died at the 
moment when tho <;»untess of W<>1- 
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demar consented to their umont «nd 
Ernest could not survive the woman 
whom he had forsaken. 

In this novel wc certainly find 

much to admire, and much even to 

I approve; but there are some thin|[;s 

so improper as to disgrace and dts* 

credit the whole work* 

For the reaaons sug^j^ted in the 
bcfi^inning of this i^ticle, every per- 
son of good morals will concur in re- 
probating the indelicacy of certain 
passages. But independently of this 
urcumstance^ it is extremely impro- 
per that such characters as Ernest 
and Amelia should be held up, as 
they evidently are, to our love and 
esteem. 

In the character of Ernest we have 
already taken notice of one particu- 
lar, which is decidedly inconsistent 
with a high or generous mind* But 
we fiiul him still more reprehensible 
as we advance in the history. With a 
profligacy incompatible both with ho- 
nour and humanity he foi*sakes Ame- 
lia, after he bad oepeatedly bound 
himself to her by enlargements which 
every honest man would regaixl as 
I indissoluble, and which became, if 
possible, of still stroni^er obligation 
when he had reduced her to a situ- 
ation where bis inBdelity must be the 
source of irretrievable misery. 1'he 
author endeavours to screen him 
from repi*oach, by asciibing this 
painful sacrifice to his apprehensions 
for his mother's life. But unless these 
apprehensions could have excused 
him for abundoning his wife, who had 
never injured him, they could not ex^ 
cuse him for abandoning Amelia. In 
fact, his motlier had no rig4it to de- 
mand the sacrihce, and was both un- 
just and cruel in demanding it. And 
whiiout troubling our readers with 
detailing the mean artifices to which 
he .siooptd, in order to conceal fmm 
Amelia Lis real name and situation, 
or with suggesting the deliberate 
baseness of concealing what she had 
i)0 unquesiionalile an interest and 
liglit to know, enough has been said 
to point out the gross impropriety 



into which the author baa laileih in 
the formatiOD of her hero's character. 
We do not insist that the hero of a 
fictitious history should be faultleaa. 
The history may be both interesting 
and instructive* by representing tfa^ 
gradual perversion of a character oii- 
ginally good, or by the awful wamii^ 
which is exhibitod when a man A 
real worth is driven by the frenzy of 
passion, to the perpetration of a deed 
which the next moment tortures him 
with remorse, and ends in his niii»« 
But the author roust never fiorgetf 
that while the victim of paagion con* 
tinues enslaved to passion, while the 
character originally good continues 
perverted) so long they must be repre- 
sented as objects of abhorrence. Be- 
sides, there are designs which the 
worthless only can deliberately form, 
or even entertain for a moment; and 
our author has conceived and brought 
ibrth a hero, who, to high pretensions 
of honour and an exquisite sensibility 
of virtue, unites feelings and .prac- 
tices which can belong only to a pro- 
fligate scoundrel. Yet this monstrous 
production is to be the object of our 
love and esteem, for be is esteeoAed 
and beloved by persons of the most 
exemplary virtue, who are perfectly 
apprized of the whol^ of his conduct- 
When again we turn to the he- 
roine, we cantiot say that the author 
has furnished our yoyng ladies with 
a very edifying speculation. We pass 
over her conduct before her arrival in 
Switzerland; but we must observe, 
that from the beginning of her at* 
tachnoent to Ernest, she falls into a 
series of deliberate improprieties 
which can hardly be supposed in a 
young woman of good sense and good 
principles. It was folly and meanness, 
to permit the assiduities of a mm 
who had never condescended to give 
an account of himself* It was worse 
to permit the continuance of those 
assiduities, and even of indiscreet fa« 
miliariiies, after he had presumed to 
declare, that, althougii he was un- 
married, he- could only be her friend. 
But when under those most question- 
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able circumsiam^St she consented to 
a private and midnight interview, it 
IS plain that if it had ended innocent- 
ly, the Iad3r wauld have been indebted, 
Iriot to her own virtue, but to her lo- 
ver's foi'bearance. Nor is there any 
Teal penitence to restore her to es- 
teem: for even when she has every 
reas6n to believe that the man who 
injured her so deeply had basely for- 
saken her, she continues still ihe slave 
of a disgraceful passion. When she 
is forsaking her child to go in quest 
of her faithless lover, we find in her 
journal 4he following words among 
others still more disgusting. " Dis, 
homme cruel ! es-tu satisfait de la 
passion qui me devore I son empire 
est-il assez terrible ? et la puissance 
que tu exerces sur mon Iftchc coeur 
te laisse>t-elle quelque chose ^ de- 
sirer ?'* 

We may be told, indeed, that, 
doomed as she is to sufferings so se- 
vere, her errours whatever they may 
be, will be considei'ed as a warning, 
not as a model. This might be the 
case if her suffeiings arose from her 
errours. But her su^rings arise from 
quite different causes. Her lover does 
not forsake her because she ceased to 
be respectable, but because he could 
not resist his mother's solicitations. 
Her impi*udent attachment to Mans- 
field is, indeed, attended with the 
punishments which were its natural 
consequences; but her worse than 
imprudent conduct with Ernest, does 
not at all alienate her friends; she is 
still beloved as the most amiable and 
revered, as the most respectable of 
wonien; and, but lor the most im« 
probable concurrence of two most 
improbable circumstances* the silli* 
ness of Ernest and the unnatural bar- 
barity of his mother, her crime would 



ha^e conducted her at once to dig- 
nity and splendour. Now, we are ap- 
prehensive that many readers may 
be more encouraged by the happiness 
which might be expected to crown 
her guilt than Warned by the melni> 
choly catastrophe which is produced 
entirely and obviously by accidental 
causes. And although it is true that 
in the midst of her desolation she is 
stung with the pangs of remorse, it 
is an obviotis reflection that these 
pangs would soon subside if she were 
united to her lover. Indeed, this re- 
flection is forced upon us, because, in 
the deepest remorse and deepest mi- 
sery, she still glories in her shame*, 
she adores him whom she must have 
considered as completely worthless, 
and dwells on the happiness of her 
love with all the exaggerations of the 
wildest fancy, and with an eloquence 
which cannot but be fatally impres- 
sive on a youthful mind. 

Upon the whole, we cannot rccom- 
Tuend the book. We object to the in- 
delicacy in some places. We object 
to those representations which en- 
coura^ the vitious to hope for suc- 
cess. We object to those romantick 
visions which throw into a dead gloom 
the brightest scenes of real life. We 
object to those incompatible assem- 
blages of virtues and vices, which 
must either shock us by their Incon- 
gruity, or pervert our sentiments of 
right and wrongs We lament that 
such a %vork should have proceeded 
fVom the author of Elizabeth; and 
still more, that there should be a wish 
in Britain for importing, from the 
schools of France and Germany, 
those novels and dramas which tend 
at once lo corrupt the taste and de- 
prave the national character. 



FROM THE MONTHLY REVIEW. 

The Minstrel; or the Prog^sa of Genius. In continuation of the Poem left unfinished 
by Dr. Beattie. Book tlie Third. 4to. ia. boaids. 1808, 

WE trembled for this adventurous plete with the most exquisite gems 
muse, who has dared to attempt a of true poesy; and we entered on the 
ccHiiiauatioD of a work which is 



le- perusal of this (liird hook full of ap- 
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prehension that oor dtnppoiniment 
urould surpass our pleasure. As^ 
however, we do nol suffer our pre* 
possessions to blind our judgment^ 
t^e merit of the author has sustained 
no injury; and our examination has 
convinced us that his presumption 
was not so great as we were inclined 
to suppose. If he has not actually 
caught Dr. Beattie's mantle, he has 
found a lyre which is much in that 
ivriter's fashion, and shows himself 
capable of sweeping its strings in the 
style of true minstrelsy. Though not 
IKjual to the original bard, he follows 
at no great distance; and as Dr. B* 
left his work unfinished, this farther 
development of the Progress of Ge* 
nius may be read with interest by all 
(hpse who were charmed by the for- 
mer stanzas. The author apologises 
for not having pursued the outline of 
the pl^n faintly sketched in one of 
the doctor's letters, lately published 
by his biographer, sir WUiiana Forties; 
observing that the verses before us 
were composed long ago, and would 
not now have |>een published if the 
result of his inquiries had not led 
him to believe that no materials for 
the continuation of The Minstrel 
had beep foui>d among Pr« B> pa- 
pers. 

The character of Edwin is well 
suataitied; and the stanzas swell with 
that tide of verse^ f}ow with that ease, 
and abound with that richness qf 
imagery, which n^anifest a soul finely 
touched and endowed. We need only 
transcribe that part of the present 
poem which depicts th^ bleasings of 
the mt^sc. 

^*ph, could I aught of that celestial flame 
Acquire, which glowed in Spensei^'s 

holy breast, 
llow small would be on fortune's ^fls 

my plaim. 
Of nature's stores ;uid nature's love 

possest ! 
|Ie whom the muse has favoured is most 

)>les8ed: 
ypr him the forest spreads a broad^ 



The, shades of sanmier gxre ■ecMf C A 

rest; 
The beauteous vales a livelier verdure 
yield; 
And purer flows the stream, and fairer 
smiles the field. 

" He envies not the rich imperial board. 

Or downy couch for pampered luxury 
spread. 

The simple feast Cliat woods and fields 
aftbrd. 

The canopy of trees, the natural bed 

Of moss by murmuring' streams peren- 
nial fed. 

In him more genuine heart's content 
excite: 

The dazzling^ rays by brightest dii^ 
monds shed ' 

Yield to the fairer glories of the night 
That circle round his head iu order in* 
finite. 

*• Such were thy joys, sweet bard* wbca 
stretched along 
By Mulla's fountain head thy limbs re- 
clined. 
Where fancy, parent of enchanted song, 
Poured the full tide of poesy, refined 
From stain of earthly droas, upon tliy 

mind. 
Thine was tlic ho\y dream, when, pure 

and fi*ce. 
Imagination left the world 1>chind 
' In that deliglitful 4and of Faerie' 
Alone to wander, rapt in heavenly min- 
strelsy. 

•* Oh who, so dull of sense, in heart w 

lost 
To Nature's charms and every pwe 

delight. 
Would rather lie, on the wild billows 

tost 
Of vain ambition, with eternal night 
Surrounded, and obscured his mcntA 

sight 
By mists of avarice, passion, and deceit? 
Not lie whose ^])irit clear, whose gemot 

bright, 
The muse has ever led, in converse 

sweet. 
Within the hallowed glades of her dirine 

retreat. 

" Nyt EpwiN— in who^ infant breast, I 

ween, 
From childish cares and little passions 

fi-ce, , 

Tho' long in shades retired, unmarked* 

unseen, • 

Had blown the fairest flower of poesy. 
That lovely promise of a vigorous trte 
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fwtnicttdftnMsfiwnd: each strtgsl^r 

shoot 
He wisely pruned of its wild liberty. 
Turned the rich streams of science 

round the root. 
And viewed with warm delight the fair 

and fateful fruit." 



Cifi a doMbt be entntaiiied that 
the author of such stanzas will ohtain 
fi-om the publick> to whose taste he 
makes his appeal, any other than such 
a reception as will induce him to re- 
sume his lyre I 



The following^ relates to a duel between Mr. Jeffrey, one of the chief writers in the 
Edinburgh Review, ai^d Thomas ^loorc, author of Little^s Poems, and translator 
of Anacreon. 

raOM THE BRITISH CRITICK. 

ENGLISH BARDS AND SCOTCH REVIEWERS: A SATIRE 



SINCE the time of the Baviad, we 
have not met with a production com- 
bining so much severity with so 
much genuine wit, humour, and real 
talent. If we* however, had possess- 
ed the opportunity, we should cer- 
tainly have pleaded very powerfully 
in behalf of one or two, who are lash- 
ed with "more bitterness than justice; 
hut, on the whole, it must be confess- 
ed, that truth is on the side of the 
author. Nothing can be more certain, 
than that genuine taste was once more 
in danger: and high commendation, 
and great popularity, have attended 
certain poetical productions, which 
would hardly endure the test of sound 
and hqnest criticism. 

We shall enter into no detail of this 
poem, because it will be universally 
read; but we think it necessary to 
subjoin a specimen, in justification of 
what we have said above. There is 
exaggeration in the following passage; 
hut its poetical merit is singular. 

^'Health to g^at Jeffrey J* Heaven pre- 

serve his life. 
To flourish on the fertile shores of Kfe, 
And piard it sacred in his future wars. 
Since authors sometimes seek the field of 

Mars; 
Can none remember that eventful day, 
'Aliat ever glorious, almost fatal fi-ay. 
When Little*8\ leadfess pistol met his eyf , 
And Bowstreet mynnidons stood lau|^h- 

ing by ? 



• JcflTrey — one of 
Edinburgh Review. 

t Iittl<^— Thoipaa Moore, trat^tor 
Ana^re^o, 



the writers i» the 
of 



12mo. 4*. 1808. 

Oh ! day disastrous ! on her firm set rock« 
Dunedin*s castle felt a sacred shock; 
Dark rolled the sympathetick waves of 

Forth, 
Low groaned the startled whirlwinds of 

the north; 
Tweed ruified half his waves to form a 

tear. 
The otlier half pursued its calm career; 
Arthur's steep summit nodded to its base. 
The surlyTo^booth scarcely kept her place; 
The Tolbooth felt-— for marble sometime^ 

can. 
On such occasioni, feel as much as man— 
The Tolbootli felt defrauded of his charms. 
If Jeffrey died, except within her arms: 
Nay, last, not least, on that portentous 

morn. 
The sixteenth •tor}% where himself wha 

bom. 
His patrimonial garret fell to groimd. 
And pale Edina shuddered at the sound; 
Strowed were the streets around witii 

milk-white reams. 
Flowed all the Canongate with inky 

streams; 
This of his candour seemed the sable dew. 
That of his valour showed the bloodless 

hue; 
And. all with justice deemed the two com- 
bined 
The mingled emblems of his mighty mind. 
But Caledonia's goddess hover^ o'er 
The field, and saved him from the wrath 

of Moore; 
From either pistol snatched the vengeful 

lead. 
And strait restored it to her favourite's 

head. 
That head, with greater than magnetick 

power, 
Caught it, as Danae caught the golden 

shower. 
And though the thickening dross will 

scarce refine. 
Augments its ore, and is itself a mine." 
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Nubilia in Seaixli of a Husband; including Sketches of modern Society, and interesting 
moral and literary Disquisitions. Crown 8vo. pp. 456. 9», Boards. 1809. 



IF one writer sends a gentleman 
in pursuit of a wife, another is sure 
to take the hint, and to exhibit a lady 
in search of a husband. Modern book* 
makers avail themselves of every op* 
portunity of putting their pens in 
motion, and the success which Ceeleb9 
has obtained presented a temptation 
not to be resisted. Accordingly, we 
find that on the 10th of May, 1809^ 
the author of tne present work began 
his undertaking; and so intent was 
he on bringing it out in time while 
Calebs was in course of reading, that 
by the 3d of June following, he had 
completed it. We should have plea^ 
jpure in complimenting him with not 
having made " more haste than good 
speed,** to use the vulgar proverb; but, 
strange as it may appear, when we talk 
of haate^ it must be confessed, that the 
com|K)sition is throughout laboured; 
that the rea.der, instead of being plea- 
santly carried^ is dragr^ed along; and 
that the book disappoints because it 
xloes not answer its tit It. " Nubiiia in 
search of a husband?" No such thing. 
J^ubilia is no forward miss, all whose 
thoughts by day, and dreams by 
night, are fixed on marriage. In fact, 
2he seems to think as little of a hus- 
band as any woman who ever wore a 
peuicoat She is as cold as a cloud of 
snow [cor mrer nubiiia conrf/r*] and 
is more like a philosophick member 
(of the bluc-atockvig club than a young 
woman commencing the impassioned 
pareer of life* Nubiiia is a thousand 
times more out of nature than the 
Lucilla Stanley of Calebs^ and, in- 
stead of being in search of a husband, 
fclie is fond of funerals, apd " loves to 
lioid some mouldering bone within 
her hands.** [p. 164-.] At one lime, 
.siie ^discusses moral questions >\ith 

• \Vc introduce this parcntliesis to sug- 
gt^st Oie iinproprictj of the name. It 
should have been Ntdilie instead of ^liid;- 



the gravity of a college-tutor, and at 
another, she is inflated with bombast. 
Now she is represented as an Epic- 
tetus, endeavouring to give tone and 
vigour to the mind, and then as 
^Monging for dissolution,** because 
she heard the sounds of an Eolian 
harp. She, indeed, marries at last; but 
it is after a great deal oi talking rather 
than searching. She sees little of the 
world; and to the first man who is at 
all estimable in her view, to whom 
she is introduced after a little Philan- 
dering about German literature, she 
gives her haiul. Altogether, the story 
is vtry meagre; the transition from 
one dissertation to another is not 
very natural, and, as the picture of a 
young woman ** in search of a hus- 
band,** it is to the last degree disap- 
pointing* 

It btrue that the volume presems 
matured reflections on morals, soci- 
ety, and literature; but we cannct 
think that they are with any propriety 
put into the mouth of a young female. 
The remarks on education, which 
are the result of much observation 
and meditation, are with judgment 
assigned to Nubilia's father; but, 
when the parent is removed from the 
stage, and the author throws the 
weight of all his disquisitions on the 
shoulders of the young daugh^r, we 
protest against such ai^ irK/ioeition^ to 
use a university phrase. To these 
remarks on education, however,somc 
attention is due, especially to such of 
them as respect tlie importance of 
commencing the moral education 
very early in life; of kee[)ing our 
word with children; and of "iecuring 
them from having the first impres- 
sions made on their tender minds by 
our servants, instead of by t>urselves« 
On the first point, wc quote ilie fol- 
lowing passage; 

" A child who is capable of feeling 
pleasure or pain at any given event, 14 ca- 
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pA>\tf to ft certain degree, ofVolitio% and 
of the simplest operations of inieUect. He 
is able to distinguish between two ob- 
jects, and in distinguishing-, to determine 
their respcctire worth, relatively to him- 
self; accordingly, if one be presented to 
bim he 13 pleased; if the other, he is dis- 
pleasciL The moment reason has advan- 
ced thus far, that moment, I say, the mo- 
ral edudation should commence; and in 
nine cases out of ten, i have seen this pro- 
gress of reason take' place before the 
eightli month. Then begins our work; it is 
for us to determine what shall be gra;,ted 
and what denied, and to erect a barrier 
a^punst the influence of caprice; to wrestle 
with the first contentioiKi for mastery 
which betray themselves in every peevish 
tear that follows a refusal. Mothers and 
nurses, I know, will exclaim against the 
cruelty of denying the poor little dear in- 
fant; pronounce you harJhoartod, unfeel- 
ing. Mind it not. Let tlie storm rage, but 
proceed steadily in yoiu* path, and be as- 
sured, that every tear your infant sheds 
waters a bed of roses, whicJi will bloom 
^th captivating beauty; while every smile 
that succeeds the completion of capricious 
desire, is a hot and fecund sun which 
ripens into matiu*ity tlie nettle and the 
meed." 

In the superintendence and ma* 
oagement of their offspring, parents 
should make a point of having their 
i/ro, to be indeed ycay and their nay 
to be unalterably nay. Here we ap- 
prove what the author before us has 
written. 

" Let your word be to your child as a 
wall of brass, impregnable to aU assaults. 
What you have once asserted or command. 
ed, let no entreaties, no tears, no prayers 
move you to retract It is thus only that 
you can do justice to your offspring and 
yourself. If a child once succeed in ma- 
king you go from your word, or alter 
your opinion^ farewell to all future obe- 
dience from that child ! He will always 
cherish the idea, that by imploring, he can 
induce you to retract; this idea will make 
kim careless as to what you say, and in 
time generate even a contempt for your 
will. But remember, if you Uft yoiu* hand 
in wrath again.st that child, you violate tlic 
rights of justice ami humanity; for the dis- 
obedience you would chastise, you have 
fostered by your own inconsistency.** 

From the disquisition on educa- 
tion, we pass to one in which, under 
the idea of removing^ the shackles of 
the married slate, wives are encou- 



raged in cherishing a friendship For 
others besides th«r husbands. This 
cause is advocated by Nubilia's father, 
vho, in reply to a letter from a friend, 
expostulating with him on his inti- 
macy with Julia (a married woman) 
exclaims: 

" Does the human heart undergo a me- 
tamorjihosis after the ritual ceremony of 
the church I Is the ring a magick circle, 
whose properties are potent enough to 
confound all feeling, to hoodwink tlie 
mind, to corrupt the natural sentiments of 
the bosom ? Is thej-e, in tlie words wife 
and husband, some invisible spirit that 
pierces through our nattirc, and curdle* 
the genial current of human affection ? Is 
tlie wide extended love, the sweet play of 
the heart, the general deUght we take in 
our species, the natural emotions of the 
soul; are all these to vanish before the 
magical incantations of the altar ? Are we 
to tui'n away from the world, and the 
world's concerns; are we to crush the 
kindling warmth, to fore^ the most en- 
dearing intercourse of lite, to tear from 
bur hearts the sweet band of union that 
linked us to our kind, to choak up the liv- 
ing stream of rich deUght tliat gives un- 
failing verdure to the path of life; must we 
shrink back with fear and horrour, and 
well disciplined disgust, from the mutual 
intercourse of the sexes, without which 
this world were but a barren desert, and 
hs highest pleasures only sullen cares? 
Must all this be done the moment two be- 
ings consent to strengthen the intimacy 
of a partial connexion ? It is a vulgar and 
debasing idea, and it is degrading to the 
heart of man." 

Of such rant we are not enamour- 
ed, nor can we perceive the utility 
that is likely to spring from its publi- 
cation. Nubilia, who is wiser than her 
parent, confesses that he assumes as 
a principle a greater moral purity 
than is usually found in mankind; 
and she calls the picture of married 
liberty, for which her father contends, 
a sublijne one.— When Nubilia is me- 
ditating on her enti*ance into the holy 
state, and on the character of a wife, 
she admits that " in her breast there 
is no room for effective friendship; 
that it would draw her from the more 
important duties of her state; that 
nature providentially foresaw this, 
and ordained that she should fix her 
•whole soiilon tfeSz^g^^aj^jj^kmutual 
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offspring." — ^Though, however, the 
young lady, in this respect, appears 
lo have more prudence than her fa- 
ther, and unites herself to a virtuous 
young man, the sentiments of whose 
mind and the qualities of whose heart, 
were excellent, yet, at times, she is 
represented as very romantick; espe- 
cially when contemplating the beau- 
ties of nature. One extract will suf- 
fice: 

*• At other times softer and more etlie* 
real images arise. When 1 have beheld 
distant clouds strongly tinged with the 
sun's raysy and fioatxngv as it were, in the 
wlkiteness of surrounding etber, steadily 
I have fixed my eyes upon them, and 
imagined, that resting on their fluid bor- 
ders, or rolled witliin their fleecy folds, 
angels sit hymning to tlie Great Creator; 
and, with heavenly voices, joined to tlie 
dulcet melody of harps, sing their vesper 
chorus. 1 fancy that the«eri:d strains reach 
my ears; and for a moment I am transport- 
ed among them. Then heaven opens on 
my eyes ! I see transparent forms, whose 
mdk-white wings fold, like a cincture, 
roimd their dazzling loins; they lean on 
golden harpr, the blazing floor, spangled 
with stars mnumerable, beams Uke a fur- 
nace; pendent, from vaulted roofs, hang 
starry lamps, burning sweet incense, 
whose odours, wafted through the balmy 
air, fill the delighted sense with gladness. 
Angelick shapes glide through Dorick 
columns inwreathed with many a spiral 
fold of flaming cressets, which, circling in 
magick dance around, reach a nameless 
lieiglit supporting roofs of fretted gold; 
these, as they move along, hold mutual 
discourse sweet, and look such dewy mild- 
ness from tlieir eyes, as heavenlv spirits 
wont when they, of old, descended to con- 
verse with man, swift messengers of God's 
eternal word; still, as my fancy works, 
tjtethinks I'm led, to softly breathing 
measures fi*ora viewless haips by airy min- 
strels played, aUmg tjhe space of lieaven; 
odorous perfumes from ten thousand fan- 
ning wings ai*e wafted round mc: tremblin.e: 
I stand, even at the throne of God himself, 
whence angels turn, with-softened gaze, 
away, so briglit the effulgent glory wliich 
irradiates from the clouds that dwell, for 
'^'cr, i*oimd the Omnipotent ! The lost soid 
is lapped in ecstacy and big with unuttera- 
ble feeling^: mysterious visions sweep be- 
fore my sight; and, in an ocean phu);;-ed 
f)f pleasures tempered to its state by the 
creative mind th.U formed tliem, it dies, 
dissolves away, and conscious only of 
rtTpa^ r.g bills. The shadows of approaching 



night recall \is wandering thoughts, and f 
awake to life, to misery and the world V* 

If this be a specimen of that " ele- 
vated English prose/* which wc arc 
promised in the preface, we shall 
only say, that it is much too elevated 
for us. 

In Ccdebss little in the shape of 
courtship occurs; and here also the 
parties show their predilection for 
each other by ndne of those little at- 
tentions which usually (fiscriminate 
lovers. No frivolity marks Mr^ 
Vaughan's character, and he becomes 
the object of NubiUa's preference ie 
consequence of "dijn^ity ofmiod." 

*' Mr. Vaughan,*' layt the lady in search 
<lf a husband, *' had Uie latter, and was 
wholly exempt from the former. 

"Towards my own sex, his manners 
were far removed frt)m that exuberant 
devotion, which is a compound of decep- 
tion, meanness and imbecility. If a lady 
dropped her glove, he exhibited no agonies 
till it was restored to her, nor did he rush, 
with impetuosity, to the spot, that he 
might be tlie hapjnf individual who was to 
perform that duty. He believed a lady to 
be gifted with powers adequate to the 
task. If he walked out Mrith a female, he 
avoided carrying her parasol for her, ei- 
tlicHT over her head, or under his own arm; 
to this labour also, he tliou^ht her equal, 
lie always declined tlie distinction of at- 
tending them to a mercer's, a millmer's, or 
a linen draper's; and for all these offences 
(great ones they undoubtedly are in the 
eyes of many) I have heard hira scvepcfr 
censured. • For my own part, I considend 
tliem as evidences of a mind and character 
compounded of something more dignified 
tlian what is essential to the compositioiT 
of a /aif/y'j» maw, as such animals are cm- 
pfiatically called. AVhcn, however, I be- 
hold the one sex offer, and the other 
receive, such unmeaning attentions, such 
vapid courtesies, 1 know not on wliich my 
contempt shouhl fall most heavily. It i« 
difiicult to decide which is the most ab- 
ject, the fool who please*, or she who is 
plc;iscd." 

After all, it is fair lo ask, whctlicr 
disunity of mind be inconsistent with 
attention to little things ? " Man,** as 
lord Bacon says, " is a trifle, and hi* 
life is a trifle." And, in the inter- 
change of social duties, especially be- 
tween the sexes, a number of trifles 
must atti*act our notice. Civility and 
politeness s^fizH^dgiUR^itrifles; aAd 
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we cannot perceive timt a j^entleman 
is degrraded by carrying a lady's para- 
sol, because she can carry it herself. 
On this principle, he oujj^hl not to cut 
up a chicken for Iier at table, " for to 
this labour she is equal." 

The author speaks of his having 
constructed his language with a 
greater latitude of rhetorical embel- 
lishment than is usually thought to 
be consistent with English prose; and 
we have given a sample of these his 
iights into airy regions. Besides 
which, we have detected occasional 
incorrectness, and an affectation of 
employing terms which are not in 
common use. At p. 19, he exclaims: 
"How few are the authors whose 
works can be read through without 
receiving contamination " According 
to the construction of this sentence, 
works receive contamination in con- 
sequence of being read; a meaning 
vfhich the author docs not intend to 



convey. He talks also of " a niggard 
hand"— of " an antcixast of heaven"^— 
of " throwing custom to his feet"— 
of " Nature's kindly law,"— of " the 
tinct native to their sphere"— of " /m- 
pregning every emotion" — of " cou" 
generous superstructure"— of *' a 
short while y** &c. 

In our judgment, this work, though 
far from being a flimsy, and infeiiour 
production, will not afford much sa- 
tisfaction to either sex. It is barren 
of character; and the heroine sustains 
an unnatural part, when, instead of be- 
ing shown the \VorId before she makes 
her choice, «he is presented to us as 
the sage moralist and the learned 
critick. Quodcunque oatendia mi hi sicj 
he. 

Like most moderns, the authop 
misquotes the couplet of Hudibras, 
which should be: 

** He that assenta apfainst his will 
Is of lilt* same opinitm still," 



FROM THE CLtJARTERT.Y REVIEW. * 

Memoir on Florin r#rass, by VV. Richardson, D. D. late Fellow of Tiinil) <}ollcge, 
, Dublin. From Sdect Papers of the Bt'lfait lAterai^ Society. Fasciculus 1, 



IN laying before our readers an 
account of this remarkable grass, 
and if it possessed but half the valu- 
able properties described by Dr. 
Richardson, it would still deserve the 
most serious attention, not only of 
individuals, but^ even of the legisla- 
ture, we shall make an indiscriminate 
use of the present and of a former 
memoir on the same subject, contain- 
ed in the sixth volume of the Com 
niunications of the Board of Agricul- 
ture, and written by the same author. 
The former memoir was communi- 
cated to the Agricultural Society at 
the request of Mr. Davy, who wit- 
nessed thir remarkable characters of 
this grass on its native spot; and, we 
arc persuaded that this circumstance 
^iJl excite additional interest respect- 
ing its history. 

The term Fiorin, by which the 
r^ative Irish distinguish this grass, 
Dr. Richardson is, somewhat fanciful- 

voL. l^, 3 E 



ly perhaps, inclined tojftfrive from the 
words. /a"y<? [grass] and reun [butter] 
observing, with respect to this etymo- 
logy, that to his knowledge the term 
" butter grass" is most deservedly 
applied to the Fiorin. But lest our 
readers should be carried away by the 
idea that this grass possesses the 
properties of the Phulwarab? or 
" butter tree" of India, it is right to 
inform them, that the butyraceous 
quality of the Fiorin does not show 
itself till the juice of the grass has 
passed through the lacteals and mamiU 
lary glands of the cow; and then not 
without the aid of a churn. The butter, 
however, that is thus ultimately pro* 
duced from it. is remarkably excel* 
lent- The Fiorin is supposed to her 
the Agrostis siolonifera, of Linneus. 
But, as this point does not seem to 
have been accurately ascertained, and 
as Curtis, in his Practical Observa- 
tions, ?ays, tl>^tizlyfiLyk^L^g¥rietK«d 
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more dHTicully in ascerlaining the 
devfral species of the Agrostis, than 
of all the others put together; we sub- 
joih the following description of it. 

Each plant consists of numerous 
strings [stoionesl which are imme- 
diately connected with the root; and 
these strings are knotted or jointed 
at intervals, of from three to five 
inches. From each joini a thin, grassy 
envelope issues in the direction of the 
string; within irvhich, lateral sprouts 
shoot forth, nearly at right angles^ 
to the joint. These sprouts, together 
with the extreme point of the strings, 
are of a most lively gretn colour- The 
strings themselves are much paler at 
^11 times, and in March, are nearly 
white. The envelope withers as soon 
as it has dischargg|d its obvious office, 
of protecting the advancing sprout 
from the effects of the weather, and 
gives the whole a more decayed ap- 
pearance than might be expected 
i'vom its quaruily^ lacing itself a very 
thin membrane. The strings, which 
are the csseniial part, and constitute 
nine tenth* of the crop, vary in length 
from three to seven feet; but are 
usually between four and five feet 
long. Their number is sometimes very 
great; and in one instance Dr. Ri- 
chardson found one hundred and forty 
issuing from one spontaneous root, 
each of which had six buds. If the 
joints touch the ground, or even the 
damp mat formed by the intertexture 
of the strings, a sprout shoots up- 
wards, and fibres strike downwards 
and form a root. Each joint is, there- 
fore, a set, from which the plant may 
be propagated. So that the sponta- 
neous root abovementioned, produced 
eight hundred and forty sets.* 

The foregoing description corre- 
sponds in raiiny points, with the Dilr- 
vi, or, as it is commonly called, the 
D^b of India. And Dr. Kichardson 
says, that his friend^ colonel Macan, 

♦ The pu!iiclc, or flowuiing* part of the 
Fiorin, jmlg-injrfVom a drauinj- of it \vl»ich 
accoiopanics Ur. Richardson's first nie- 
yno'ir, resembles that of the festuca pra- 
tenBis or meadow fescue grass. 



who commanded the British cavalrf 
in the late campaigns in the north of 
India, as soon as he saw the Fioiin) 
was struck with its exact resemblance 
to the Indian grass, and was sattsfievl 
they were of the same species. The 
characteristick mark of the Dub, ac- 
cording to colonel Macan, is this> 
that from, each joint a root strikes 
downwards, and a sprout shoots up-^ 
wards. It is propagated in India, not 
by seed, but i>y scattering iti strings 
on the surface, and dibbling them in. 
In the rainy season it creeps alon^ . 
the ground, and runs to a considera- 
ble length, rooting at every joint; in 
the dry season it is much covered • 
by the dust and flying sand, whence 
it derives its name, which, in the 
Persian language, signifies " hidden." 
Colonel Macan adds, that it is most 
industriously sought for, and prefer- 
red to all other grasses in India, o& 
account of its superiorly nutritive 
quality, as food for cattle. 

In sir W. Jones's catalogue of 
Indian plants, the D<ib is classed as 
a species of Agrostis; and the engra- 
ving of it, which is copied from Dr. 
Roxburgh, represents it as a knotted 
or jointed grass, with fibres issuing 
from the lower, and sprouts from the 
upper side of each joint; but the pa- 
nicle, or flowering part, is very dif- 
ferent from that of the Fiorin, antf 
resembles that of the Panicum dacty- 
lon, or creeping Panick grass; except- 
ing that the spikes, which are there 
four in number, spread horizontally 
from the stalk. — We shall uke the 
liberty of extracting from sir W. 
Jones's Botanical Observations on 
select Indian i'lants, contained in the 
second volume of his works, the fol- 
lowing account of the Durvi or Dnh* 
" Nothing essential can be added (o 
the mere botanical descripaon of thb 
itiost beautiful grass, which Van 
Rheede has exhibited in a coarse de- 
lineation of its leaves only. Its flow, 
ers, in their perfect state, are among 
the loveliest objects in the vegetable 
world; and appear, through a IcnSf 
like minute rubies and emeralds in 
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Constant motion from the least breath 
of air. It is the sweetest and most 
nutritious pasture for cattle; and its 
usefulness, added to its beauty, in* 
daced the Hindoos, in their earliest 
a^s, to believe that it was the man- 
sion of a benevolent nymph." Even 
the V^da celebrates it; as in the fol- 
lowing text of the AVharvana: 
" May Dfirv^ which mse from the 
-water of life, which has a hundred 
roots and a hundred stems, efface a 
hundred of my sins, and prolong my 
existence on earth a hundred years l" 
But the excellence of the Fiorin, 
supposing it to be the Agrostis sto- 
lonifera, is neither unknown nor un- 
celebrated in the annals of English 
agriculture; although, from particu- 
lar circumstances, its history has been 
hitherto involved in much obscurity. 
It constitutes a considerable portion 
of the produce of a meadow in Will- 
shire, the uncommon fertility of 
which was noticed by herbarists 
more than one hundred and fifty years 
since. This meadow, which is situa- 
ted near Orcheston, about twelve 
miles to the north of Salisbury, is 
spoken of in Howe's Phytologia Bri- 
taimica, which was published in the 
year 1650; and in Merret's Pinax, 
published in 1667. And references 
are made to these authors respecting 
it, in bishop Gibson's additions to 
Camden. It is again mentioned in 
Stillingfleet's Miscellaneous Tracts. 
But no publick inquiry took place re- 
specting it, till some years ago: the 
Bath Agricultural Society, struck by 
the accounts of its remarkable ferti- 
lity, empbyed agents for the purpose 
of ascertaining the nature of its pro- 
duce. Since that time it has been vi- 
sited by several botanists, from whose 
accounts we have collected those cir- 
cumstances of its history, which /ire 
niost applicable to the present occa- 
^on. The meadow is situated in the 
lowest part of a very narrow, winding 
valley, sheltered on each side by gra- 
dual, but by no means lofty, acclivi- 
ties of chalk. It is subject to frequent 
and continued inundations during t)ie 
winter, and is rarely otherwise than 



swampy throughout the year, being 
often submerged by the water of a 
spring, which rises at about the dis- 
tance of half a mile. It has been con- 
stantly observed, that tlie earlier the 
spring swells, the more plentiful is 
the crop. The immediate soil of the 
meadow consists of a bed of small, 
loose pebbles, which are all of a sili- 
cious nature, with a scanty covering 
of mould; and though the heiijage of 
the adjoining mt^dows is altogether 
very exuberant, yet this exuberance 
may be traced, increasing or declining, 
according as the soil varies, more or 
less, from that of the principal mea* 
dow. The produce of the meadow 
consists of several grasses; the chief 
of which are varieties of the Poa tri- 
vialis, the Alopecurus pratensis, and 
the Agrostis slolonifera* It is mowed 
twice in summer, and, after a favour- 
able senson for watering, the ii rat crop 
is nearly fivt tpns from each acre; 
the second, about half as much. The 
first crop consists priilqpally of the 
Poa trivialis; the last, of the Agtostis 
stolonifera. With respect to the grass 
of this celebrated meadow, it is ob- 
served, that all cattle eat it eagerly, 
and that horses will eat the hay made 
from it in preference to com, mixed 
^Yith chaff. 

We have carried the foregoing ob- 
servations, on the Indian and the 
Orchescon grass, further than to 
many may seem necessary; hoping 
they may htlp to elucidate the sub- 
ject of the present memoir, of which 
we shall now give as short and con* 
nected an epitome as we are able. 

The testimonies in favour of the 
excellent pasturage of Ireland are 
numerous, from GiraldusCambransb 
down to the present day. Thac which 
is most to our purpose we found in a 
letter, dated 1693, contained in a Na- 
tural History of Ireland; which Vas 
published at Dublin in 1726. This 
letter, in Riving an account of th«; 
Giants' Causeway, and describing the 
neighbouring coast as elevated very 
far above the sea, but rising gradually 
on the land side, to the edge of the 
precipice, says, " tijat it is al] covered 
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with excellent sweet grass." It was 
in this very neighbourhood that Dr. 
Richardson fii-st became acquainted 
"with the Fiorin, in consequence of 
iwvinj^ purchased a small farm on 
the little peninsula of Portrush; 
which is situated a few miles to the 
southwest of the Giants' Causeway, 
and projects in the form of a cliff 
about half a mile into the Northern 
ocean* This farm, Dr. R says, has 
long been famous. for the verdure, 
abundance, and excellence of its pas- 
lure; and it has been repeatedly ob- 
served, that the tallow, and the butter 
made from the milk of the cattle fed 
there, surpassed, both in quantity and 
quality, those of any other farm in 
the country. The grass of this pas- 
lure consists almost entirely of Fio- 
rin. During three aiKl twenty years. 
Dr. R. made coniparalive expeii- 
ments on the excellence of the Port- 
rush pasturage, and that of some 
glebe which he possesses in the 
county of Tyrone; and though he 
had always good grass on the latter, 
and the glebe itself was in a very 
lich country, yet he invariably ob- 
served, that the same cow gave above 
a third more milk, and of a far snpe- 
riour quality, when led on the Port- 
rush, than on the Tyrone pasturage. 
This, he says, is the more remarka- 
ble, because the greater part of the 
Portrush meadow is composed of a 
very shallow soih rarely three inches 
deep, covering a solid basaltick rock; 
and much burnt up in summer. In 
like manner, the Fiorin is distin- 
guished by its high verdure on the 
c'iffs and steeps facing the Northern 
ocean, particularly about the Giants* 
Causeway; occasionally forcing its 
roots into the crevices of the rock, 
and even into the diminutive inter- 
vals between the pillai's of the cause- 
way. 

The present occasion does not re^ 
quire a minute statement of the ob- 
servation* and experiments made on 
this grass by Dr. Richardson. And, 
indeed, since he himself is " almost 
afraid of entering into a detail of its 



cxti»aordlnary qualities, entertaining 
faint hojies of obtaining credit or even 
attention, our readers will not be 
surprised if we make our ^ekxtion 
with great caution; nor must he be 
offended with us if we doubt the rea- 
sonableness of those expectations, in 
which, too incautiously perhaps, for 
his future fame, he indulges. Thus, 
when he describes the Fiorin, not 
only as suj^riour to most, if not all 
other grasses, and better fitted to 
every separ-ate use to which grass 
can be applied; thriving almost 
equally in soils of the most contrary 
descriptions; the richest, the poorest, 
the deepest, and the shallowest^ the 
lops of mountains, and the bottoms 
of valleys; l)eanng greater extremes 
of wet and of drought than any other 
grass, or, perhaps, vegetable; growing 
with full vigour under the bbade of 
trees, and equally grateful to cattle 
when mowed fi-om this situation, as 
from the open field; and, lastly, as 
being pet ft cily insensible to Uie high- 
est degree of cold, since he saw the 
vegetation of its tendei*est shoots un- 
interrupted by one of the bitterest 
frosts he i*ememl)ers, and their livelf 
green preserved equally, whether 
they were above the sudkce or bu- 
ried under the snow; when, we say, 
he desci'ibes all these extraordinary 
and opposite (jualities as existing in 
his favourite grass, who can choose 
but smile at his tond pai^tialitj ? On 
the report of his experiments, we arc 
fully disposed to rely with confidence; 
though even here wc dare not antici- 
pate the same degree of success, from 
the general cultivation of this grass 
which he met with in the particular 
Instances mentioned by him* The ex- 
tent of that success may be ^udgtxl of, 
by the following, statement. 

In November; 1806, Dr. Richard- 
son planted a piece of ground wiifi 
Fiorin; of which, having obtained|p 
number of distinct plants, he com- 
menced by laying one down, and 
slightly covering the root with earth: 
he then stretched its string in a Hne, 
laying a little loose earth upon it here 
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aod thmre^ merely for the putpo$e of 
holding li dovTD. Where the string 
ended, another root was laid down, 
and its string was stretched in conti- 
nuation of the former line^ and so on 
to the end of the piece of ground. At 
two fe^ distance he made a similar 
row, parallel to the former; and thus 
continued till the whole piece of 
ground was planted. The strings 
soon showed symptoms of vegetation; 
and in the following July, the inter- 
mediate spaces were so completely 
occupied by new strings, that it was 
difficult to find out the original drills. 
The succeeding autumn was wet and 
severe, and the grass was, in conse- 
quence, flattened down; but, though 
matted like a crop of vetches, the 
under part was very thick, and ex- 
clusively composed of long strings, 
every one of which was in high ve- 
getation, from the root to the ex- 
treme point* 

A portion of this meadow was 
mowed, on December 7, 1807, and, 
contrary to Dr. Richardson's expec- 
tations, after so w^et and severe h sea- 
son, the sward, instead of sinking, 
was so raised up by the length and 
coarseness of the strings, that in half 
an hour it was dry. It was then made 
up in small heaps, which were after- 
ward^jiurned over every other day, 
in order to expose the damp side to 
the wind. At the end of eight days 
these heaps were opened for half an 
hour; and then made into larger 
heaps, four feet high each, these 
were opened three or four times du- 
ring a fortnight, and were housed at 
tlie end of three weeks; reckoning 
from the time when the grass was 
cut, during which the weather was 
singularly unfavourable, attended 
with great deluges of rain, succeeded 
by an extraordinary heavy fall of 
snow, which was followed by close 
dftmps. 

Another pordon of the same mea- 
dow was mowed on Dec. 26; and tlie 
process of making the hay was con- 
ducted in the same manner as in the 
preceding instance: but, instead of 



being housed at the end of three 
weeks, it was suffered to remain un*- 
dcr the open air for moi*e than two 
months; and, on the 4th of March, it 
was still fresh and fragrant, and retain- 
ed the healthy green in its strings: and 
through the whole of the winter, 
there was not a single string that 
showed the least tendency to rot or 
decay. 

Of the first crop, which was housed 
on Dec. 28, several strings were set 
in a hot house on the same day: these 
soon began to put forth fresh sprouts. 
Other strini];s, taken from the same 
hay, were planted on the 1 8th of Ja- 
nuary, and the 5th of February fol- 
lowing. These also, soon t>egan to ve- 
getate from every |>oint. The same 
experiment was repeated on Feb. 27, 
March 18, and April 8, on stnngs ta- 
ken both from the hay that was 
housed, and from that which remain- 
ed in the field; and the success was 
the same in every instance. 

This retentive facuhy of the prin- 
ciple of vegetable life, so conspicuous 
in the Fiorin, Dr. Richardson thinks 
may be explained by its peculiar na- 
ture in not producing panicles till the 
second year; for, he argues, that as 
all vegetables appear to advance in a 
state of progressive improvement, 
until they arrive at the period of 
flowering and producing their seed, 
after which the powers of vegetation 
seem to al)ate; and as most grasses 
put forth their seed in the same year 
in which they were sown, it hence 
happens, that grasses in general will 
not support the inclemency of the 
succeeding winter: but the Fiorin not 
putting forth its panicles till the se- 
cond year, and consequently, not 
having attained its [>oint of perfection 
till that time, the strings improve 
progressively through the whole of 
the first year; whence it follows, thtt 
it is even advantageous to defer the 
mowing of Fiorin till winter. 

Another great advantage attending 
tlie cultivation of Fiorin is this, that 
whereas grass seed cannot be sown 
with prudence earlier than the mid- 
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die of March, or later than the middle 
of September, at which seasons the 
farmer is necessarily very much en- 
gaged in other employments, the 
Fiorin strings may be planted at any 
time: and, according to Dr. Richard- 
son, a crop may be obtained from thu 
grass more cheaply and more expe- 
ditiously than from any other. 



But it is unnecessary to dweQ ko- 
ger on the excellencies of this graas« 
Enough has been said« we cod- 
ceive, to direct the attention of the 
agricultural reader to a subject, 
which, unless the author of tlie pre- 
sent memoir has greatly deceived 
himseli^ must be considered of tbe 
highest importance. 



raOM TKBSaXTISH CaXTlCK. 

Compendium of the Laws and Constitution of Bngrland. By WiUla.m Enfield, \L A* 
12mo. pp. 374. 4». 6d, 1«09. 



THIS compendium may be pro- 
perly charactenzeH as a clear and 
Well digested abridgment of Black- 
stone's Commentaries, and may be 
a very convenient manual to those 
who have not sufficient leisure to pe- 
ruse the original. We have not ob- 
served that any material point of law 
is omitted, or misrepresented. By 
leaving out the declamatory and dis- 
cursive passages, which, though en- 



tertaining and instructive, are not 
necessary to a right understanding 
of the subject, the compiler has 
brought the whole system of English 
law into a narrow compass, and has 
given us the substance of an expen- 
sive work, at a very inconsideralde 
price. We do not hesitate to recom- 
mend tliis publication as one of the 
most useful of the kind, which have 
come under our notice. 



FROM THE BRITISH CRITICK. 



Tales of Instruction and Anuisement. Written for the Use of young Persons. By Miis 
Mitchell, Author of Rational Amusement, Faitliful Contract, and Moral Tales. 
Octavo pp. 252. 1807. 



INDEED these are, in a high de- 
gree, "Tales of Instruction and 
Amusement;" and we strongly re- 
commend them to the use of young 
persons. It appears, from an affeciioii- 
ate dedication to Miss and Miss M. 
A. Harrison, that the author was 
employed in conducting their educa- 
tion, during the early part of it; and 
we find, with great satisfaction, this 
lesson continually inculcated, that re- 
ligion and virtue, must ever be the 
ba'iis of solid happiness- We cannot 
ttfford room for one of these tales, 
though they are far from being long 
or tedious; but a few lines, from the 
dedication, will sufficiently ixcom- 
mend tlie whole book. 



" You are now entering on a more 
extensive plan of education : you are 
mixing with a larger society: but do 
not in the publick seminary, forget the 
private friend* Let those precepts it 
has always been my aixlent desire to 
inculcate, still live in your remem- 
brance* Let them warn you, th^ 
however desirable musick, drawing, 
and those elegant accomplishments^ 
befitting your rank, may be, they are 
still but secondary considerations; 
which, though they may render you 
agreeable, can never, without higher 
acquirements, make you beloved* 
They may impart pleasure, but c|p 
never bestow happiness." p. 6. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTES OPTHE LATE MARSfLU. SOUWOROW. 



THE following are extracts from 
a historical account of the celebra- 
ted field marshal count Souworow 
Rymniski, prince Italiski, lately pub- 
lished in the French language, by M. 
GuiHaumanches-Duboscage, lieuten- 
ant colonel of Kinbourne dragoons, 
and staff officer in the army of field 
marshal Souworow, in the years 
1794, ir95, and 1796. 

Souworow was bom at Moscow, in 
1730, of a family originally Swedish, 
enjoying but a very small property. 
He entered the army in 1743, as a 
private soldier; and was forced to re- 
main undistinguished during many 
years, in inferiour situations. In the 
course of this time, feeling the supe- 
riority of his own mental powers, and 
the insufficiency of those of his cbiefsy 
whose faults he could see and point 
out, he fesolved, in order to raise 
himself above their command, to af- 
fect that singularity of character, 
which afterwards, through habit, be- 
came in him a second nature; and 
stamped both his mind and his per- 
sOTi, with characteristicks exclusively 
his own. In this he succeeded com- 
pletely. In a short time he attracted 
notice, and the dawn of his talents 
pierced through the obscurity of the 
lower stations, to which he had been 
confined for the first five years. After 
the year 1749, his rise was sufTiciently 
Wpid, and ten years afterwards, being 
then twenty nine years of age, he was 
made lieutenant colonel. However, in 
pursuance of his adopted system, the 
more he advanced in rank, the more 
W affected to be whimsical This line 



of conduct obtained, at length, such 
a preponderance over his mind, that 
be found obedience of every descrip- 
tion became absolutely impossible; 
and that, in the end, he would even 
have refused to command the armies 
of his sovereign, had she attempted to 
trace a plan for his campaign, or to 
bind him to such or such operations, 
in preference to any other. " When 
my sovereign does me the honour to 
intrust me with the command of her 
armies,** would he say, " she believes 
me capable of leading them to victo- 
ry; and how can she judge better than 
an old soldier, like me, who is on the 
spot, of the best course to that object ? 
In consequence, when she sends me 
orders contrary to her true interest, 
I suppose that they have been sug- 
gested to her by courtiers, her ene- 
mies; and I act in the manner which 
appears to me to be most conducive 
to her glory." 

In many circumstances, the genius 
of Sou\yorow, overstepping the nar* 
row limits of the orders he had re- 
ceived, led him boldly on to certain 
victory. Of this the following are in- 
stances: 

In the campaign of 1771, in Avhich 
he serve^l as major general, he re- 
ceived information that the marshal 
of Lithuania was forming an army of 
Poles, at Stalowitz. He Immediately 
gave notice of it to Boutourlin, com- 
mander in chief of the Russian army, 
a very cautious and indolent man; re- 
questing at the same time an order for 
attacking them. Boutourlin, knowing 
that Souworo^'gife^QBtji^^pw huii- 
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drcd men under hitn, exprewljr for- 
bad him to undertake any thing. But 
Souworow, who, that very instant^ 
had leamed that the Polish confede- 
rates had defeated the Petersburgh 
regiment, that their numbers were 
daily increasing, and already exceed- 
ed five thousand, judged that he could 
not delay for one moment, the de- 
struction of a nucleus, already too 
considerable. He hastily collected his 
little army, amounting to one thotisand 
men only, and marched in quest of 
the enemy. In four days he marched 
upwards of fifty leagues, fell unex- 
pectedly upon the Poles, in the mid- 
dle of the night, defeated and dis- 
persed them, and took Stalowitz, with 
twelve pieces of cannon. The day af- 
ter he followed up his victory, and 
destroyed wliatever had escaped from 
the first battle. He then hastened to 
transmit to Boutourlin the details of 
this daring expedition, by writing to 
him:" As a soldier I have disobeyed; 
I must be punished; and I send you 
my sword—- But, as a Russian, I have 
done my duty, in destroying the con- 
federate forces, which we could not 
have withstood had they been al- 
lowed sufficient time in which to ?ol- 
lect," Boutourlin was wonder-stmck. 
Not knowing in what manner to act 
towards Souworow, he determined to 
write to the empress for orders. On 
the receipt of his letter, Catherine 
wrote to the victorious general: 
•' Marshal Boutourlin, as your chief, 
must put you under an arrest, to 
punish the want of subordination in 
the soldier; as your sovereign, I re- 
serve to myself the pleasure of re- 
compensing the zeal of the faithful 
subject, who, by a splendid action, 
has so well served his country." She 
sent him the order of St. Alexander. 
In 1790, the empress had given 
express orders to take Ismailoft'; the 
siege of that place having been tv/ice 
raised. Potemkin, who commanded 
the Russian army, fearing to disobey 
Catherine for the third lime, commu- 
nicated his orders to Souworow, pro- 
posing to him, at the same time, to 



renew the siege, and to take the com- 
mand of it. Notwithstanding the dan- 
gers attending an expedition which 
had alreadv miscarried twice, Sou- 
worow, always relying with confi- 
dence on his own resources, accepted 
the proposal by sayir^ simply: "/rrt 
thr fmfirc89*9 wish: she miut be o6e^ 
«/.** He immediately assembled his 
troops, and after four days of forced 
marches, arrived under the walls of 
IsnuiilofiT; several days were spent in 
preparing fascines, ladders, and all 
the instruments necessary for an as- 
sault. In the meaDtiine, be got a fort 
constructed in a remote place, to ex- 
ercise his soldiers in scaling walls; 
and, the better to deceive the enemy, 
he caused a trench to be opened with* 
in thirty or forty fathoms of the place; 
as if he meant to proceed by a rego* 
lar siege. ** Every thing was prepaml 
for the assault," says the author^ 
** the orders were given, the columns 
were beginning their march, in the 
middle of the night, when an officer 
arrived with despatches from prince 
Potemkin. Souworow guessed that 
those despatches contained an order 
to retreat, or some secret snare. The 
fact was, that Potemkin could not Iwt 
shudder at the uncertainty of such an 
enterprise; when, considering the in- 
clemency of the season, the fortifica* 
tions of Isma'iloif, mounting 232 
guns, and defendetl by 43,000 raen< 
his anxiety was con^derably increa^ 
sed by the knowledge he had, that <m4 
half of that army was composed of 
Janissaries, commanded by seven 
Pacha's; while Souworow, to ovei- 
come so great difficulties, had only 
28,000 men, the half of whom were 
cossacks Wishing, therefore, to 
throw 'the whole blame and the whole 
shame of the miscariiage on that ge- 
i?eral, he had written lo him, not la 
risk the assault, unless he was certain 
of taking the place; * 

" Souworow guessing the contents 
of the letter, ordered bis aide-de- 
camp to get a horse ready for him, 
at his tent door, insuch a situation as 
To bar the entrance. He recommend^ 
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at the same time, to keep the ixies- 
» senior 'waiting, as he intended to take 
his despatches himself on going out. 
He soon after made his appearance, 
pretended not to perceive the mes* 
senger, vaulted on his horse, and set 
forward at full gallop, to join the co* 
himns'of his army. 

"The Russians scaled the in« 
trenchments with intrepidity. The 
Turks opposed to them a vigorous 
resistance; but the fortifications were 
carried. A dreadful conflict isnme* 
diitely began in the town. In short, 
after ten hours of the most sanguina- 
ry, and almost unparalleled assault, 
victory declared for the Russians. 

"Souworow, now victorious, sur- 
lounded by his general officers, who 
were congratulating him, perceives 
Potemkin's messenger: • Who art 
thouj brother V says be, addressing 
him. < It is 1/ answered the officer, 
* who yesterday evening brought 
despatches from prince Potemkin/ 
Souworow then pretended to be in a 
great passion. ^ Tbou bnngest me,' 
said he, ' orders from my sovereign; 
thou art here since yesterday; and 
thou hast not delivered them to me 1* 
I He immediately took the letter, and 
threatening the messenger with the 
severest chastisement, handed it to 
one of his generals, to read it aloud. 

"When that communication had 
^n ntftde, Souworow turned towards 
kis officers, smiling and crossing 
kimself: « Thanin be to Opd' said he, 
^ Umaiioff U takenj but for that I had 
been a hst »ia»/— The answer he 
immediately returned to prince Po- 
temkin deserves to be known, from 
ns hdrdick conciseness: 

" The Busman 9tandardJloaf wi the 
valia of /«mizt'/(^.— 4>ouwoBO#.*' 

He gave that letter to the messen- 
9er; and sent iiim off that vei7 io^ 
stant. 

The exteriour appearanee of malr- 
shal Souvrorow agreed perfectly with 
the oddicy of bis temper. His stature 
was short, about five feet one inch 
tFrench] his mouth was large; and 
M|e whole of his feator« was far' 
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from agreeable; but bis look was ftlll 
of fire, quick, and above all, it was 
penetrating. It was impossible to see 
more wrinkles, or more exptessivet 
than those on his forehead. At the 
age of sixty four, his head, whitened 
by age, and by the fatigues of wai^ 
retained but few of its hairs. 

Though, to all appearance, of a 
weak and delicate frame, he was bless- 
ed with a very robust and vigorous 
constitution; which he had constant* 
ly suengthened by a sober, hardy^ 
and active life. Being seldom or ne-* 
ver sick, he supported fatigue better, 
perhaps, than men of a strongecr 
make. Yet such was bis want of bodily 
strength, at the age already mention* 
ed, that even the bare weight of bis 
sabre made him stoop. 

Souworow, in his temper, was haJS- 
ty and vehement. When he was 
deeply affected, his countenance l>€- 
came stem, commanding, and even 
terrible; it portrayed the sensations 
of his heart. But this seldom hap- 
pened; and never without powerful 
motives. 

On one point, this old warriour 
showed a weakness. It respected his 
age. He could not hear to be put in 
mind of it, and carefully avoided 
whatever might recall it to his memo- 
ry. For this reason, looking-glasses 
were taken away, or covered, in his 
apartments, or wherever he went on 
a visit. Nothing was more comical 
than to see him pass before a looking* 
glass. When, by mischance, he per- 
ceived one, he would run, shutting 
his eyes, and making all kind of wry 
faces^ till he was out of the room. 

** It would be a great mistake, how- 
ever,'* observes the author, " to con- 
aider this oddity, as produced by su- 
perannuated pretensions to beauty. 
The marshiA himself often made 
merry with his own coimtenance; 
and as to his singular aversion for 
looking glasses^ I have heard him 
repeat, frequently, that he never 
looked at himself, in order to avoid 
being made sensible of the havock of 
time; and that he might centtnae ta 
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beHeve himsetf still able to execute 
the $ame milharf enterprises as in 
his youth; for the same reason > when* 
ever he found a chair in his way, he 
wouW leap over it, to show that he 
l^etained his activity. It was also for 
the same cause that he seldom walk* 
ed, but always ran; particularly wlien 
coming into, or going out of* his 
apartment Nor was he deterred from 
so doing by the most numerous com* 
pany. He would even redouble his 
capers, and his anticks of every kind, 
before strangers of high rank; to con* 
vince them, that he was able, not- 
withstanding his age« to bear the fa- 
tigues of war, fully as well as when a 
young man.*' 

Marshal Souworow was in the ha- 
bit of rising, the whole year round, at 
four o'clock in the morning; but 
sometimes at twelve at night. On ri« 
sing, he went out of his tent, and had 
several pails of cold water thrown on 
his naked body. Neither his advanced 
age, nor the inclemency of seasons, 
ever made him relax from this singu- 
lar practice* He usually dined at eight 
o'clock in the morning in \^inter; and 
at seven in summer. Dinner was his 
principal meal. It was his only time 
for recreation; and he accordingly, 
indulged often in long sittings at ta- 
ble, where he sometimes forgot him- 
self, for a longer time than be could 
have wished. He never sat down to 
table, or rose from it, without saying 
a previous grace, or returning thanks, 
to which he sometimes added a short 
blessing for his guests. It they didnot 
answer amen^ he would say* jokingly, 
<* those who have not said afuen shall 
have no braivly." Although he was 
very fond of wine, and of liquoi*s, yet 
he never was seen intoxicated. He 
ate and drank a great deal, because he 
had naturally a great appetite; and, 
besides, dinner was his only meal. 
The rest of the day, he would take 
only some cups of tea or of coffee. He 
was in the hal>it of sleeping an hour 
or two alter his dinner, according to 
the ordinary practice in Russia. Hit 
table was in general) far from delicatei 



the entertainment waa cdoipoMCl ^ 
cossack-ragouts, excessively bad; but 
wittch nobody presumed to notice «$ 
such. Each dish went rounds and con- 
tained a separate mess for each guest* 

As Souworow was like no cme, his 
mode of dress must of course, be ut- 
terly unlike that of every body else* 
Jockey boots, half cleaned, ill made, 
and slouching, with knee pieces co» 
sning up very high; breeches of while 
dimity; a jacket of the same, wkh a 
cape Mid facmgs of green lineii; a 
white waistcoat underneath, and a 
small woollen helenet, with gr^ea 
fringes. Such was his dresa whea 
with the army^t in all seasons of the 
year. What made this apparel sftfll 
more whimsical, was the circum- 
stance of hk having two old wo«iadi| 
DCie in the knee, and the other in the 
leg, which often incommoded him, 
and compelled htm, now and then, ta 
wear his boot on one leg only^ having 
the knee band loosened, and tha 
stocking down, on the other* Add to 
this, a huge sabre hanging down (a 
the ground. He was so thin and ska^ 
der, that this ligh,t dress seemed 
hardly to hang on his person. When, 
however, the cold was excessively in- 
tense, he wotild exchange the dimity 
dress, for one of white clothe exactly 
of the same fashion; but this was \m, 
seldom. In this singular costinst, 
Souworow commanded; inspectei^ 
addressed, and encamped his soktons 
on the frozen plains of Russia. He 
had obtained a great quan^ty of de» 
corations and diamonds, in recora^ 
pense of his numerous victones- Oft 
occasions of important ceremony, be 
was covered with them, and on those 
occasions only, would he display his 
spleifitd uniform - of iield-marshBl, 
but, in private, or at the bead of hb 
troops, of all hia orders, he only wore 
the riband of the third class, of that of 
St. Andrew. 

Although this extreme external* 
simplicity had all the appenrance of 
avarice, those would be egregiously 
mistaken whoeould suspect Souworow 
of that mean vice* He always ssai^ 
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tnted a AUdcal ccmtempt for meaef • 
When he apoke about it, which was 
rarely, it was always in a way 
which indoced the belief, that he had 
aknost completely forgot its value. 
He nevei* carried any about him; was 
unacquaiDted with the price of every 
article; and never paid for any thing 
himself. An old soldier, named Ti* 
•hinka, who had saved his life, and 
whom he had attached to his person, 
by making him his private aide-de* 
caap, was at the same time, his ma- 
jor^omo, his steward, his caterer, 
and had exclusively the care of aU 
his expenditure. He never carried 
about him watch, or jewels, except in 
l^id ceremonies, when he would 
deck himself with all the diamonds 
he had received from the generosity 
of several sovereigns, en account of 
his victories. Even then he consider-* 
cd them as moauments of his glory, 
ami not as trappings of vanity. The 
Bixest diamonds eould have no value 
in his eyes, unless they were the re^ 
compense of some brilliant military 
achievement. Accordingly, if, when 
l^liltering with all those riches, he 
chanced to he near a stranger, he 
would take deKght in showing him 
every decoration, one after the other, 
telling him: ** At such an action, I 
obtained this order; at such another, 
this, &c." This enumeration, doubt* 
less very excusable, was the only 
-gratification of which his mind was 
aiisceptible, at the sight of all these 
titasures. 

The author quotes many instan^ 
ces of Souworow's disinterestedness, 
highly cr^itable to his principles, 
imd to his loyalty. We shall notice 
only the following: 

** An oiicer of his staiFlost, by gam- 
bling, sixty thousand roubles, belong- 
ing to the military Gbest [about ten 
thousand guineas} Souworow imme- 
diately sent for the officer, punished 
him, and wrote to the empress: « An 
officer has taken sixty thousand roti- 
Mes from the treasury of the army; 
hot iieibre your majesty shall receive 
^na l^icr, the money wiU hare been 



refunded into thrnsi^ary che«t, dttt 
of my own property. It is but fair that 
I siKMiId be answerable for the officers 
which I employ." 

Souworow always delight^ in re- 
taining soldier-like manners. When 
saluting any one, he would stop, turn 
his toes out, stand erect, put back his 
shoulders, as on parade, and carry 
his right hand opened to the right 
side of his little helmet, as soldiers^ 
do, when saluting one of their com- 
manders. When he wanted to show a 
higher degree of coDsideration, he 
would stoop very low, with a tolerably 
ill grace, without altering the posi- 
tion of his arms, or feet. 

His simplicity was not remarkable 
in his dress only; it was equally con- 
spicuous in his food, in his lodgings, 
and generally, in all his habits. 

"The simplest apartment," says 
the author, " was always the one he 
preferred. Care was taken, conse- 
quently, to remove every costly arti^ 
cle of furniture from the place he was 
to inhabit. He rarely slept in a house, 
when his army was encamped. His 
tent was dressed at head-quarters, in 
acornerof the garden. There he would 
stay the whole night, and the greaiter 
part of the day; and hardly ever did 
he enter the house where his staff 
was, but at the hour of dinner. His 
tent was that of a subaltern officer. 
Never, during the whole of his mili- 
tary career, did ha spend a whole 
night in a bed. A few biindles of hay, 
neatly spread on the ground, was his 
most sumptuous couch* Such was 
his usual bed, wherever he was lodg 
ed, even in the empress's palace. 

'*He had neither equipage nof 
horses, either for draught or saddle; 
in short, he had no i*etinue. A single 
servant was employed on his personal 
attendance; for tho momentary ser- 
vice of hts house, he used to engage 
as many soldiers, or cossacks, as 
were wanting. His coach, which was 
a plain kibitky was diawn by jjost (or 
impressed) liorses. When going to 
command his troops, either in ma- 
tiflsavres, or in battle, he trould tide 
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the ftrtt bone be could fiad{ some* 
times that of a cossack^ but> general* 
tv, Tichioka, his uide-de-campy would 
lend him one" 

Amon^^.Tnarsbal Souworow*s qua- 
l^iesy none was oftener conspicuoua 
than hU uniform and real good nature* 
He never met with children without 
kissing them> and giving them hi* 
blessing. He was, all his life, an affoo 
tionate relative; a true friend; and a 
good father. He, however, considered 
it as the duty of a warriour, to indulge 
the affeciions of the soul, only ia 
those moments, which could not be 
employed in pursuit of glory. These 
principles were the invariable rule of 
his conduct; the following anecdote 
proves it; 

« He was going to join the army^ 
not knowing wlien he should return; 
but he ardently wished to embrace his 
children. To satisfy at ooce his love 
of glory and the affections of his 
bearti he went out of his road, and 
without Slopping, day or night, he 
arrived post basie at the door of his 
residence in Moscow. The whole 
household Was in bed. He precipitate* 
ly alighted from his carriage, ga\e « 
gentle*rap; was admiitcd, and made 
his way, without noise, to his chil- 
dren's chamber. With a light in hi« 
band, he gently opened their curtains; 
contemplated with emotiop those 
objects of his affections; bestowed on 
them his blessings, apd his kisses; 
then closed again tlie curtains, went 
down, vaulted into his coach, and 
departed without baviiig disturbed 
thcif repose- 

Souworow remained always proof 
ligainst the seductions of love* He 
fonsid^r(^d connexions with the sex 
as highly prejudicial to mi]iury men; 
and as impairing their courage, iheir 
morals, and their health. When iu 
some companies he was placed, iu 
apite of himself, rear ladies, he avoid- 
ed, in a very comical way, casting his 
eyes on them* and, above all, touching 
them- When married, he felt only 
friendship for his wile. His notions 
#f modesty^wbicb he^nsid^sredasofitc. 



•ftbe 6f«t of virtnest bore, above ai 
otber thiogs^ the stamp of hia od^tf 
of mind* After passing part of the 
night with bis wife, which, by the 
by, happened but seldom, he would 
suddenly withdraw, to receive tbe 
usual aJffusion of sundry pai)& oC 
water on his naked body, as already 
related. 

The marshal vas remarkable^ 
above all other thinga, by bis unre- 
aerred frankness of apeedu From his 
£tH:Iings on this subject, be could noCi 
without beiag shocked, Usken to those 
equivocal phrases, those ambiguous 
answers dictated by flattery, fear, or 
baseness. Accordingly, any officer 
wbo unluckily answered him in that 
mauner, was for ever lost in his opi- 
nion. He called those kinds of people 
jYiemaiouy a Russian word, meaning 
/ don't knows ponsibiys fierhafis. 

When he wanted to diecorer whe- 
ther any iadWidual possesaed 6nii- 
ness of mind, he would take a delight 
in often putting to him, auddenlyf 
and before every one, the moat out 
of the way questions. He thought 
but little of thosei who, through re« 
serve or timidity, could not answer 
bim; and, on the contrary, he con- 
ceived a high esteem for those whose 
repartees were sprightly, coocise, and 
witty. " He,'* would he say, *^ who ia 
put out of couotenance by mere 
words, is likely to be much more 
perplexed by an unexpected attack 
from tbe enemy," Frequently, too, 
he would intrust to his officers the 
duty of writing his official accounts. 
His esteem and his friendship were 
the rewards of the sagacity ami acti- 
vity manifested in the execution of 
that task. These two qualities he 
imparted to all arouad bin: all felt 
tbe electrical shock. The words / 
donU knovj J cannot s imftoombhi were 
blotted out of his dictionary. They 
were replaced by theses Leam: dof 

Ailer perusing the. fore^ng, no 
one will be surprised to learo, that 
Souworow had a great antipathy to 
courtiqrs, Ht not only called tiH^i al 
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^ieumeuy but hebesides chose tbetA 
aatfae constant butts of his sarcasmst 
whkh were the more bitter« as he 
stopped at nothing;:, ^lamed every one^ 
and had a very satirical turn of mind^ 
and of expression. He was often heard 
to speak openly, truths, which neither 
the presence of the sovereign, nor 
that of the parties interested, nor, in 
iMiort, any consideration, could induce 
ham to repress* This conduct, as 
might be expected, made him a great 
number of enemies at court, where 
ke was detested. Intrigue and cabal 
followed him into the very midst of 
camps, struggling to deface his fame. 

Souworow always showed himself 
veiy strict on the score of subordina* 
nation. The most triBing fault of dis- 
obedience, was punished by a severe 
chastisement; marked with the usual 
oddity of his temper. He had con« 
ceited the idea of setting himself up 
as a pattern of subordination to his 
army, and he thus proceeded to effect 
k. 

" He told Tichinka, to order him 
to leave the table, whenever he 
should perceive that through absence 
of mind, he continued eating beyond 
his usual appetite. He would then 
turn towards him with a grave, and, 
it the same time, a comical look, and 
%Bk him: ^ By what authority ^-— 
* By order from marshal houworow/ 
^Jiemust be obeytdy would he say, 
laughing; and instantly leave the ta- 
ble. The same firce was acted, when 
his occupations kept him too long 
conSned. Tichinka then ordered him 
to go out. He made the same ques- 
tiont his aide-de«campmade the same 
answer: and the marshal went imme* 
^lately to take a walk/' 

This old warriour was very ;nous. 
His first care after rising, either at 
-night or at daybreak, was to say his 
prayers. He also prayed for a long 
time in the evening, before going to 
bed' In common with dl Russians, 
he had a great reliance on St. Nicho- 
hi^ He attended divine service with 
much composure; singing the ofiice 
liong with the prtest> and accompa^ 



nying his sitiging ivlth many Jerks 
and contortions. During his exile at 
Novorogod,in his 7 th year, Souwo- 
row, by a superstitious oddity, would 
wreak the indefatigable activity of his 
temper on the bells of his village, of 
which he got himself elected parish 
clerk. He alone, night and day, rang 
the peals for the different offices; 
which he afterwards sang with the 
priest amidst the peasants. Every mi- 
nister of worship, he deemed to be 
entitled to his respects. Often he 
would stop before a simple priest, or 
a pope, and always before a bbhopi 
to ask their blessing. After having 
received that of the officiating priestSi 
he would, in general, turn towards 
his oiBcers, and impart it to them. 
Notwithstanding hia regard for cler- 
gymen, he very well knew, however^ 
when necessary, how to make a dis- 
tinction between the priest and the 
Individual. In one of his campaigns, 
arriving at a village, he perceived the 
clergyman of the place. He immedi- 
ately alighted from his horse, to ask 
bis blessing; and a few moments after- 
wards, on complaints made to him 
against that ecclesiastick, he ordered 
for him a bastinado of fifty stripes. 

Souworow was deeply learned in 
ancient and modem history; and 
knew intimately the details of the 
private Hfe of the celebrated generals 
who had preceded him. He spoke 
eight languages; and expressed him- 
self in French with as much facility 
as if he had been bom in France. He 
was an utter stranger v> all refine- 
ment in style. His mode of writing 
and of speaking, was short, concbe,^ 
energetick,original,and unconnected.' 
Every one of hi^ phrases of three or 
four words formed a complete sense 
and sentence. But, this laconicism was 
above the^ comprehension of many, 
and especially of foreigners, who saw 
in it nothing but enigmas. He seldom 
wrote himself; and avoided, above all 
things, negotiations which were to 
be carried on in writing. Afieriy would 
he say, looka awkward in the fiand of 
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few letters extant, entirely m htsown 
haod-wriling. He wrote the ft^lowin^ 
on the head of a drum, amid the 
smoking ruins of Tourtoukaya; to 
the field-marshal Romanzoff, to an* 
iiounce to him the taking of thai 
pUce: 

Sianmt J^^ttf , tlawo btnman / 
GloiytoGod! Glory to Utee^ 
Tourtaulttjfa weta/o, ia tan^ 
Tourtoukaya taken is, by me. 

Whatever came from his pen had 
the same characteristick energy and 
conciseness. Usually, he gave the 
subject of his letters to one of his stuff 
officers; who, from his instructions, 
wrote them, and brought them to 
him for his signature. 

He was in the habit of frequently 
haranguing his tixiops; but he hud 
not, on those occasions, the same 
merit of conciseness. His orations 
lasted an hour, sometimes two; even 
in the middle of winter *^ I recollect," 
says the author, " that one day, in the 
month of January, on the parade in 
the grand square of Warsaw, it was 
eleven o'clock, a body of ten thousand 
men, formed in a hollow square^ 
filled that place. The cold was in- 
tense, a penetrating sleet fell from 
the icy heavens. In the middle of 
that square battalion, the Marshal, 
clad only in his white dimity jacket, 
began his usual harangue. He soon 
perceived that the inclemency of the 
season made his speech appear much 
too long; and hereupon he determin- 
ed to make it last two hours. Every 
hearer returned to quarters benumb- 
ed with cold; aod almost every soul, 
generals, officers, soldiers, and all, 
took cold. The marshal escaped the 
disorder, notwith staining his dimity 
jacket. I seldom saw him &o gay. 
Perpetual coughings echoed through 
his apartments. This pleased him 
highly. He enjoyed himself in the 
idea, that he had given his army the 
example of bidding defiance to fa- 
tigues, to winter and all its horrours.*' 

Though we do not profess to liavc 
Ij|cen in the habit of epistolary corres^ 



pondence vitli marshal Sooworovi 
yet having^n impression of his seal 
in our possessions we i^hall attempt to 
convey some idea of the compoutioii 
comprised in it to our readers; in an 
English Doblenaan it would be deem- 
ed a singularity. 

The shield is square, divided into 
five principal compartments: in the 
upper of which is the imperial eagle* 
over its head a crown; in its right 
claw a sceptre, in its left a globe; the 
field is or. In the compartment to the 
right, a plume of three feathers* wiih 
a kind of broach martLed K. The field 
fiurfmre : a very broad bend, on which, 
is a heart, separates this from three 
cannon mounted, on a field vert^ in 
the compartment to the lefl, out of 
a cloud issue three forked lightnings 
and strike aya/^r7ijrct*escent: the field 
azure; a band, inscribed RHYMNKI, 
separates this from two swords cros- 
sed, tied together by a wreath, on a 
field gulr*: the centre is charged with 
a smaller shield, also square; in the 
right compartment of which is a coat 
of mail, and round it, the word 
BERHOCTI: the left compartment 
contains a sword crossed bv an arroWf 
motto BAB£RVN« The main shield 
rests on two kettle drqms (below) and 
two marshal's staffs (above). The 
supporters are two lions rampants 
standing on a bracket, firora which 
depend the ribands and stars of all 
iht orders obtained by thh toar lour; in 
number ten: the imf^erial es^le with 
two marshal's staffs crossed on its 
breast, forming a center. The whole 
of this is on a spreading mantlCf 
gtUesj furred eimine; surmounted 
with a large coronet- The height \i 
this seal is tttfo inches and a quarter: 
the breadth is one inch and Mcvcn 
eighths. 

It is not in our power to identify 
the diffei*ent orders pendent from the 
front of this bracket; neither do we 
know whether they ai-e arranged in 
any order of precedence; or Hi the 
order of donation. 
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T^ie fbllowing^ character of the celebrated Wliitficld is exfriictecl from Jay's Memoirs 
of Cornelius Winter, * work lately ptiblished. 

HE used too much severity to 
young people, and required too 



much from them. He conrtected cir^ 
cumslances too humiliating with pub- 
Hck services, in a young man with 
whom he could take liberty; urging 
that it was necessary as a curb to the 
vanity of human nature, and referred 
to the young Roman orators, who af* 
ter being exalted by applauses, were 
sent upon the most trifling errands. 
His maxim was, if you love me you 
will serve me disinterestedly. Hence 
he settled no certain income, or a 
very slender one upon his dependants, 
many of whom were sycophants, and 
while they professed to serve him, 
underhandedly served themselves 
effectually. Under this defect his 
charity in Georgia was materially in- 
jured; owing to the wrong conduct 
of some who insinuated themselves 
into his favour by humouring his 
weakness, and letting him act and 
speak without conti*adiction. He was 
impatient of contradiction: but this 
is a fault to be charged upon almost 
all great people. I could mention 
some. He was not happy in his wife; 
but I fear some who had not all the 
religion they professed, contributed 
to his infelicity. He did not in ten* 
tionally make his wife unhappy. He 
alwayy preserved great decenpy and 
decorum in his conduct towards her. . 
Her death set his mind much at li- 
berty. She certainly did not behave 
in all respects as she ought. She 
could be under no temptation from 
his conduct towards the sex; for he 
Was a very pure man, a strict exam- 
ple of the chastity he inculcated upon 
others. No time was to be wasted; 
and his expectations generally went 
before the ability of his servants to 
perform his commands. He was very 
exact to the time appointed for his 
stated meals; a few minutes delay 
would be considered a great fault. He 
was irritable, but soon appeased. Not. 



patient enough one day to receive a 
reason for his being disappointed un- 
der a particular occurrence, he hurt 
the mind of one who was studious to 
please. He discovered it by the tears 
it occasioned, and on reflection, he 
himself burst into tears, saying, " I 
shall live to be a poor, peevish old 
man, and every body will be tired of 
me." He frequently broke the force 
of his passion by saying: " How could 
you do so, I would not have served 
you so." He never commanded 
haughtily and always took care to ap- 
plaud when a person did right. He 
never indulged partiesat his table A 
select few might now and then break- 
fast with him, dine with him on a 
Sunday, or sup with him on a Wed- 
nesday night. In the latter indulgence 
he was scrupulously exact to break up 
in time. In the height of a conversa- 
tion I have known him abruptly say: 
^* But we forget ourselves," and rising 
from his seat, and advancing to the 
door, add: " Come, gentlemen, it is 
time for all good folks to be at home.." 
Whether only by himself, or having 
but a second, his table must have 
been spread elegantly, though it pro- 
duced but a loaf and a cheese. He 
was unjustly charged whh being given 
to appetite. His table was never 
spread with variety. A cow heel was 
his favourite dish and I have known 
him cheerfully say: *' How surprised 
would the world be, if they were to 
peep upon doctor Squintum, and see 
a cow heel only upon his table." He 
Was neat to the extreme in his person 
and every thing about Lini. Not a pa-' 
per must have been out of place, or 
put up irregularly. Each pnrt of the 
furniture must have been likewise in 
its place before we retreated to rest. 
He said he did not think he should 
die easy, if he thought his gloves were 
out of their place. There was no rest 
after four in the morning, nor sii'ing 
up after ten in the evenhig. He never 
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made ft pttrchase but he pM the 
money immediately; 4br small ar- 
ticles the money was taken in the 
hand. He was truly generous, and 
seldom denied relief. More was ex- 
pected from him than was- meet. He 
was tenacious in his friendship, and 
when the transition of Providence 
moved from prosperity to adversity, 
he moved with it to abide by his friend. 
He feh sensibly when be was deserted, 
and would remark: "The world and 
the church ring changes**' Disap* 
pointed by many, he had not sufficient 
confidence in mankind; and hence I 
believe it was, he dreaded the thought 



of oudiving his usefulness. He ofhrn 
dined among his friends, usually con- 
nected a comprehensive prayer with 
his thanksgiving when the table was 
dismissed, in which he noticed par^ 
ticular cases rektive to the fiumily 
and never protracted his visit l<mg af- 
ter dinner. He appeared often tired 
of popularity; and said, he almost 
envied the man who could take his 
choice of food at an eating house, and 
pass Unnoticed. He apprehended he 
should not glorify God in his death 
by any remarkable tesdmony, and 
was desirous to die suddenly. 



The following is in extract of i letter from the Rev. David Sctiriocke, to Mr. Jolai- 
Nichols, who haa lately published a work» entitled. The Epistolary CorrespondeiiOB 
of Sir Richard Steele, &c. The letter is dated LovehiU FaraiyNLangleyy December 
24, 1784. 



STEELE and Addison wrote the 
Spectators, &c. &c. chiefly in the 
room where I now write. They rented 
the house of my father for occasion- 
al retirement, and kept a housekeeper 
between them. It happened that this 
housekeeper proved to be in a situa^ 
tion that could not escape the prying 
eye of slanderous observation; when 
Steele asked Addison, very gravely, 
what they should do in such a dread* 
ful predicament? " Why," says Ad- 



dison, << since it is now past remedy, 
there is nothing to be done but this: 
if it proves to be a black child, yott 
shall take it; if a ftdr one, the care <tf 
It shall fall to my lot." 

Though I have lately built a new 
bouse here, I have religiously reser* 
red this old part, which is attached %d 
it, and have made it my Sancium 
Sanctorum* Oh I that it would inspire 
me with the genius that once inbid)it- 
edit! 



FROM THE PHXLOSOPUXOAL MACAIXNC. 

Some circumstances relative to Merino Sheep, chiefly coUccted from the ^amth 
Shepherds, who attended those of the Flock of Paular, lately presented to His 
;Majesty by the Government of Spain; with Particulars respecting that great Xatioli* 
al Acquisition; and also respectin^f tlie Sheep of the Flock of Negrete, imported 
from Spain by His Majesty in the Year 1791.» By Sir Joseph Banks. 
Soho Square, Febmaiy 18, 180U. 



Sir JovN, 

AT a time like the present, when 
Spanisli wools, though at a price unheard- 
of in the annals of traifick, still continue 
to find a market; thus clearly prt)ving', that 
their value, in the cstinialion of the con- 
sumer, is far above any price that has been 
hitherto offered for ttiem bv tlic mann- 
i*irturer; and when we must all ag^ree, that 



the interruption of our trade with Spain 
may still continue for some time longer, 
I trust that a paper written with a view to 
facilitate the pro<lnctioa of this raluable 
article intlic United Kingdom, and to com* 
municate some information relative to the 
important present of Merino sheep lately 
received by our most gracious Sovereign 
from the gt)vemment of Spain, wiU he in- 
teresting to you^ sir. I beg the Sivour ai 



• From Commuiucations to the Board of Agriciilturc*, 
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j«at in ease yoa «h«y approve lt» to do m^ 

the Uonoiir of placing* it at the di.sppsal of 
the very useful institution over which you 
preside v^itU so much advantag'c to the 
agricultural intei'ests of this country. 
I have the honour to be, sir, 
Yoiir obedient ami faitliful 
humble servant, 

JOSKPH BANKS. 
Sir John Sinclair, Hart. President 
of the Board of Agriculture. 

A considerable part of Estrema- 
(ii4ra> Leou, and the neii^bbouring 
provinces of Spain, is apprr.piiaied 
to the maintenance of the Merino 
flocks, called by' the Spaniards tras- 
hu mantes, as are also broad green 
roads, leading from one province to 
the other, and extensive restin$^-pla- 
ces, where the sheep are baited on 
the road. So careful is the police of 
the country to preserve them during 
their journeys from all hazard of dis- 
turbance or interruption, that no per- 
son, not even a foot passenger, is 
suffered to travel upon these roads 
while the sheep are in motion, unless 
he belongs to the flocks. 

The country on which the sheep 
are depastured, both in the southern 
and the northern parts, is set out into 
divisions, separated from each other 
by land marks only, without any 
kind^ fences. Each uf these is called 
a dehesa, and is of a size capable of 
maintaining a flock of about a thou- 
sand sheep; a greater number of 
course, in the south dountryv where 
the lambs are reared, and fewer in ' 
the north country, where the sheep 
arrive after the flock has been culled. 

Every proprietor must possess as 
many of these in each province as 
will maintain his flock- In the tem- 
l^rate season of winter and spring, 
the flocks remain in Estremadura, 
and there the ewes bring forth their 
Iambi in December. As soon as the 
increasing heats of April and May 
have scorched up the grass, and ren- 
dered the pasturage scanty, they com- 
mence their march towards the 
mountains of Leon; and, after having 
been shorn on the road, at vast esta- 
blishments called esquileos, erected- 
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for that purpose, piMs Uieir sumsitr 
in the elevated country, which sup- 
plies them with abundance of rich 
grass; and they do not leave the moua 
tains till the frost of September be- 
gins to damage the herbage. 

A flock in the aggregate is called a. 
cavana. This is divided into as many 
subdivisions, as there are thousands of 
sheep belonging to it; each sheep, 
besides being .sear-marked in the face 
with a hot ii*on when young, is bran* 
ded after every shearing with a broad 
pitch brand, generally of the flrst let- 
ter of the name of the proprietor, and 
each subdivision is distinguished 
from the rest by the part of the sheep's 
body on which this mark is placed. 

By the laws of the mesta, each 
cavana must be governed by an offi- 
cer called mayoral; for each subdi- 
vision of a thousand sheep, five shep- 
herds and four dogs are appointed. 
Some of these hiferiour shepherds ob- 
tain the office of rabadon, the duty of 
which is to give a general superinten- 
dance under the control of the mayo* 
ral, also to prescribe and administer 
medicines to the sick sheep- At the 
time of travelling, and when the ewes 
are yeaning, one or two extra shep- 
herds are allowed for each thousand 
sheep. 

The number of Merino sheep in 
Spain is estimated by Burgoyne at 
6,000,000; these of coui-se must be 
atlended by 30,000 shepherds, and 
24,000 dogs at ordinary times, and 
they find occasional employment for 
5 or 10,000 additional persons in the 
seasons of lambing and of li'avelling. 

In their journey, each subdivision 
is attended by its own shepherds and 
dogs, and kept separate, as far as may 
be, from all others. The duty of the 
dogs is to chase the wolves, who are al- 
ways upon the watch when the sheep 
are on the road, and are more wily 
than our foxes. They are taught also, 
wl/en a sick sheep lags behind, unob- 
served by the shepherds, to stay with 
and defend it, till some one returns 
back in search of it. There are, be- 
sides, in each subdivitvien abvut urc 
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tame wethers*, cafkd mansos. These 
wrar bcDs, and arc obedient (o the 
voices of the shepherds, who frc- 
qticntly p^ve them small pieces of 
bread. Some of the shepheids lead; 
the mansos are always near them, 
aDd thia disposes the floek to follow. 

Erery sheep is well acquainted 
wkh the sitoatiofi of the dehesa to 
whieh Its snhdivTsioffi belongs, and 
urttl at tlie end of the journey go 
strai$cht to It, withont the guidance of 
the shepherds. Her^ the flock grasea 
M the day under the eyes of the attcn- 
danta* When the evening cornea on, 
the sheep arc coKected together, and 
tlicy jioon lie down to rest. The shej)- 
heixls and their dogs\hen lie down on 
the gnmnd roond the flock, and 
9leet^ as they term it, under the stars, 
or m huts that afford little shelter 
from inclement weather; and this is 
their custom all the year, except that 
each Is allowed, in his turn, an ab- 
sence of about a month, which he 
spends with his family ; and it is re- 
markable, tTiat the families of these 
shepherds reside entirely in Leon. 

The shepherds who came with his 
majesty'^ flock were q^Krstioned on 
the stihject of giving salt to their 
sheep. They declared that this is only 
done in tiie hottest season of the year, 
when the sheep are on the mountains; 
that ill September it is left ofl*; and 
that they dare Bot give salt to ewes 
forward with lambs, being of opinion 
that it causes abortion. 

It is scarcely credible, though it 
appears on the best authority to be 
true, that under the operation of the 
laws of the ncsia. which eonfide the 
care of the sheep to the management 
of theh* shephti^ds, ^^ilhout admiuiiig 
any iattrference on the part of the 
proprietor, no pi ©fit of the flock 
comes to the hands of the o\\ ncr, ex- 
cept what is derived from tlie weok 
The carcases ol the culled sheep are 
consumed by the shepherds,* and it 



does not appear th«t u)y account ia 
rendered by them to their employers, 
of the Takie of the skins, the tallow, 
8u:. The profit derived by a proprietor 
from a flocks is estimated on an ave- 
rage at about one shilling a bead, and 
the produce of a capital vested in a 
flock is said to flucttiate between five 
and ten per cent. 

Tbe sheep are always low kept. It 
is the business of each mayoral td 
increase his flock to as large a nam- 
ber as the land alloued to it can poi* 
sibly maintain. When it has arrived at 
that pitch, all further increase is use* 
less, as there is no sale for these 
sheep, unless some neighlxMiring 
flock has been reduced by mortality 
behiw its proper number. The most 
of the lambs are, therefore, every year 
killed as soon as they are yeaned, 
and each of those preserved is made 
to suck two or three ewes; the shep- 
herds say, that the wool of a ewe thaet 
brings up her lamb without assistance 
is reduced in its value. 

At sheaiing time the shepherds, 
shearers, washers, and a multitude of 
unnecessary attendants, are fed upon 
the flesh of the culled sheep; and it 
seems that the consumption occasion- 
ed by tills season of feasting is suffi- 
cient to^kvour the whole of the sheep 
that are draughted from the flock. 
Mutton in Spain is not a favourite food; 
in truth, it is not in that country pre* 
pared for the palate as it is in this. 
VVe have our lamb-fairs, our hog- 
Mrs, our shearling-fzurs, our fairs for 
culls, and our markets for fat sheep; 
where ll^ mutton, having passed 
through these diflerent stages of pre* 
paration, each under the cai-e of men 
whose soil and whose skill are be&t 
swked to the part they have been 
taught by their intere^ to assign to 
themselves, is oflered lor sale; and if 
fat and good, it seldom fails to com- 
mand a price by the pound, li-om five 
to ten per cent, dearer than that of 



• Tlje shcphcwls, on discoverinjf the 
drift ol^tlie questions piii tc» tiK-tn on Uiis 
tu;ad»said.llHit in sealing Uui wug-us ui'thc 



silcarertt and washepi, at the e«qullci>«, 
allowuncc is made for Ukc muttou niib 
which Uicy are fed. 
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beef. In Spain Ihef have no such 
abeep- fairs calculated to subdivide the 
education of each animal, by making 
it pass through many hands, as works 
of art do in a manufacturing concern; 
Mtd they have not any fat sheep nwii^ 
kets that at all resemble ours. The 
low state of grazing in Spain ought 
not therefore to be wondered at» nor 
the poverty of the Spanish farmers. 
They till a soil sufficiently productive 
by nattjre; but are robbed of the re- 
ward due to the occi»pier,by the want 
of an advantageous market for their 
produce, and the benefit of an exten- 
sive consumption. Till the manufac* 
turing and mercantile parts of a com- 
munity become opulent enough to 
pay liberal prices, the agricultural 
part of it cannot grow rich by selling* 

That the sole purpose of the jouiv 
neys taken annually by these sheep 
is to seek food in places where it cad 
be found; and that these migrations 
would not be undertaken, if eitiier in 
the northern or the southern pro- 
vinces a sufficiency of good pasture 
could be obtained during the wliole 
year, appears a matter of certainty. 
That change of pasture has no effect 
\jpon their wool, is clear, from all the 
experiments tried in other countries, 
and in Spain also; for Burgoyne tells 
us, that there are stationary flocks, 
both in Leon and in Estremadura, 
which produce wool quite as fine as 
that of the trashumantes. 

The sheep lately presented to his 
majesty are of the cavana of Paular, 
one of the very finest in point of pile, 
and esteemed also above all others 
for the beauty of carcase. In both 
these opinions, M.Lasteyrie, a French 
writer on sheep^ who lived many years 
in Spain, and paid diligent attention 
to the Merino sheep, entirely agrees. 
He also tells us, that the cavana of 
Negrete, from whence the sheep im- 
ported by bis majesty in the year 
1791 were selected, is not only one 
of the finest piles, but produces also 
the largest carcased sheep of all the 
Merinos. Mr. Burgoyne agrees with 
him in asserting, that tin: piles of 



Paular, Negrete, and Esciirudf have 
been withheld from exportation, and 
retained for tlie royal manufactory of 
Gaudalaxara, ever since it was Erst 
established. 

The cavana of Paular consists of 
36, 00 sheep. It originally belonge4 
to the rich Carthusian monastery of 
(hat name? near Segovia. Soon after 
the prince of the peace ro&e into pow- 
er, he purchased the flock from. Lhe 
monks, with the land belonging to it, 
both in Estremadura and in Leon, at 
ft price equal to tw^jnty French franks 
a head, 16«. Bd. English. All the 
sheep lately arrived are marked with 
a large M. the murk of don Manuel. 

The number sent from Spain ip the 
king was 900^ equal to two sul>divi- 
fiions of the origioiii cavana To make 
the present the more valuable, these 
were selected by tlie sheplierds from 
eight 8ul>di visions, in order to choose 
young, well shaped, and fine woolled 
animals. This fact is evident, from 
the marks which are placed on eight 
different parts of the bodies of the 
sheep now at Kew. 

The whole number embarked was 
2,'214. Of these, 314 were presented 
by tlie Spaniards to some of his ma- 
jesty's ministers, and 427 died on the 
journey, either at sea or on their way 
from Portsmouth to Kew. His ma- 
jesty was graciously pleased to take 
upon himself the whole of the loss, 
which reduced the royal flock to 1573. 
Several more have since died. Ax the 
time of giving the raip in Spain is 
July, the ewes were full of lamb when 
they embarked. Several of them cast 
their lambs when the weather was 
bad at sea. and are rendered so weak 
and infirm by abortion, tJmt it is 
much to be feared more will die, not- 
withstanding the great care taken of 
them by his majesty's shepherds- A 
few have died of the rot. This disease 
must have been contracted by halting 
on some swampy di;>trict, in their 
journey from the mountains to the 
sea at Gijon, where they were em* 
barked, as one sheep died rotton at 
Portsmouth. There is every reason, 
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however, to bofie, th«t the disease wiH 
Rot spread, as the laix) •n which they 
are now kept has never heen auhject 
to its ravages, being of a very light 
and sandy tcxtare. 

K is Well worthy of ohiervatioo, 
that al^HMigh the Swedes* the Saxons, 
the Danes, the Prussians, the Aus- 
trian s, and of late the French, have, 
either by the foresight of their go- 
vcrnnDents^ or the patriotick exer- 
tions of individuals, imported Merino 
sheep,no nation has hitherto ventured 
\o assert, that they possess the com- 
plete and unmixed race of any one 
cavana This circumstance does not 
appear lo hcive been attended to any 
where hut in England; though, in fact, 
each cavana is a sepat-ate and distinct 
l>reed of sheep, not suffered by the 
Spaniards to mingle with other's. The 
difference in value of the wool of dif- 
ferent Spanish flocks is very great. At 
this time, when Spanish wool is un- 
usually d«ir, the prima piles ai*e 
worth more than 7«. a pound, and 
yet the inferiour ones scarce reach 
5*.* Even i\\c French, attentive as 
that tiauon is to all things that con- 
cern the interest of individuals, ap- 
pear to have overlooked this cii-cum- 
stance, and to have contented them- 
selves with making up the numbet&B 
of their importations, without paying 
any regard lo it. They Have not, at 
least, stated in any of their publica- 
dons, that attention was paid to the 
securing sheep of a prima pile, and 
keeping the breed of that pile pure 
and unmixed, after they had obtained 
it. 

Our merchants in Spanish wool 
range the piima piles in the follow- 
ing order of value, as appears by a 
kUiement in the year 17^. 

Paular, 

Negrete, 

Muro, Patrimooio, and 



• Since this was written, Spanish wooli 
bave risen to an exorbitant price. Prima 
Leonesa is this week rated in the Fam»ers' 
Journal at 20«. a pound, and Seville at 



Fifteen more, tiol eecessary to be 
enumerated. M. Lasteyrie, the 
French writer on sheep, ranges 
them not vf^ry differently. He states 
them as follows. But both English 
and French agree, that all the 
prima piles are nearly equal in fine- 
ness of fibre, and consequently in 
value to the manirfacturer- 

fiscuriaU called by us Pairiinonio, 

Guadalupe, 

Paular, 

Infantado, 

Montareo, 

Negrete, &c. 

The Danes, he tells us, procured 
their sheep from the best piles. Btit 
there is no appearance of their hav- 
ing, since they obtained them, kept 
the flocks separate, nor are they al 
present, so remarkable for fine wool, 
as the Saxons, whose wool is now at 
least, as fine as that of Spain is, upon 
an average of prima and second rate 
piles* 

The Swedes were the first people 
who imported the Spanish breed. 
This good work was undertaken and 
completed by the patriotick exertions 
of a merchant of the name of Al- 
stroeme ,in the year 1723. The next . 
who obtained an importation of Me* 
rino sheep were the Saxons, who are 
indebted for the benefits they enjoy 
from the improvement of their wools 
to ihe prince Xaner, administrator 
of the electorate, during the minority 
of the elector, and brother-in-law to 
the king of Spain. The pniMre ob- 
tained a flock of these valuable ani* 
mais in 1766, and in 1778, an addi- 
tion to it of 103 rams, and 900 ewes* 
The Dunes followed his useful ex- 
ample, as also did both Prussia and 
Austria. Every one of these countriea 
continue at this moment, to profit 
largely by the improvement these 
sheep have occasioned in their agii^ 
cultural concerns. So far from truth 
is the too common assertion^ tlmt 
their wool will not continue fine in 
any country but >.pain, that in tlie 
year 806, when the ports of Spain 
were closed against us,* a very iar^ 
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<|uantity of fine vodl^ tke produce of 
German Merino sheep, was imported 
into this country from Hamburgh^ 
and used by our manufacturers as a 
substitute for Spanish wool. In truth, 
some of this wool was so fine that it 
carried, in the British market, as hi^^h 
a price as the best Spanish piles were 
sold for, in times of peace and amity. 

In the year 1 787, the king, gi^ed 
by those patriotick motives wl.ich 
are ever active in his majesty's mind, 
gave orders for the importation of 
Merino sheep for his own use, and 
for the improvement of British wool. 
As it was doubtful at that time whe- 
ther the king of Spain's license, 
without which these sbeep cannot be 
embarked at a Spanish port, could be 
obtained, it was deemed advisable to 
make the first purchases in the ptirts' 
of Estremadura, adjoining to Portu- 
gal, and to ship the sheep for England 
at Lihbon. The first importation of 
these valuable animals arrived in 
March, 1788, and a little fiock of 
them was soon after completed; but 
as these were of various qualities, hav- 
ing been drafted from different cava- 
^8, his majesty was pleased to order 
tto application to be rnade to the king 
of Spain by lord Auckland, then his 
niajesty's minister at that court, for 
permission to import some sheep 
drafted from one of the prima piles. 
This was obtained; and a little fiock, 
consisting of 36 ewes, 4 rams, and 1 
nianso, arrived safe and well at Do- 
ver, in^79i. These sheep had made 
ft pait of the cavana called Negrete^ 
^e of the three piles restricted from 
exportation, and which is likewise re- 
markable for producing the largest 
^ftrcased sheep that are to be found 
ft*iK>ng the Merino flocks, as has been 
before stated. 

On the receipt of this treasure (for 
*ucb it has since proved itself to be) 
^e king, with his usual prudence and 
^w^sight, ordered the whole of the 
J»heep that had been procured by the 
^^J of Portugal to be disposed of, 
(^hich was immediately done) and 
*?ected the Negrete breed to be in- 



creased as much as possible, and main* 
tained in its titmost purity. 
. From that time to the present the 
opinion of the publick, sometimes 
perhaps loo unwary, and at others too 
cautious, in appreciating the value 
and adopting the use of novel kind^ 
of sheep, has gradually inclined to 
give that preference to the Merinos 
which is so justly their due At first, 
it was impossible to find a purchaser 
willing to give even a moderate pnce 
either for the sheep or for their wool. 
The shape of the sheep did not please 
the graziers, and the wool-staplers 
were utterly unable to judge of the 
merit of the wool, it being an article 
so many times finer and more valua- 
ble than any thing of the kind that 
had ever before passed through their 
hands. The butchers, however, were 
less timorous. They readily offered 
for the sheep, when fut, a fair mutton 
price; and there are two instances in 
which, when the fat stocl^greed for 
was exhausted, the butcher wj)e had 
bought them anxiously inquired for 
more, becaune he said the mutton was 
so ver> much approved of by his best 
customers. 

It was not, however, till the year 
1804, thirteen years after their first 
U|tioduction, that it was deemed 
practic;t()Le to sell them by auction, 
the only certain means of placing ani- 
mals in the hands of those persons 
who set the highest value upon them, 
and are, consequently, the most Hke- 
ly to take proper care of tbenr. The 
attempt, however, succeeded; and the 
prices given demonstrated, that some 
at least, of his majesty's subjects, 
had, at that time, learned to put a due 
value, on the benefit his royal patriot- 
ism ofi*ered to them. One of the rams 
sold at the first sale, for 43 guineas, 
and two of the ewes for 1 1 guineas 
each; the average price at which the 
rams s^ld, was 19^ 4f. and that of 
the ewes Si. IBs, 6d* each' 

This most useful mode of di^. 
bution, has, since that time, been an- 
nually continued, and the sales have 
taken place in the beginnincr o^Au- 
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gust. The last sale was held on the 
t7lh of August, 1808, when tlie 
highest price given for a ram was 74k 
lit. for a ewe 38/. 17«. The aver» 
age price of rams was 33/. I0«. Id. 
of ewes, 13/. \^. sd, a most decisive 
proof, not only, that the flock had ri^ 
sen very materially in puhlick esti* 
nation, hut also, that the sheep haT« 
not, in any way, degenerated from 
their original excellence. 

The wool, was at first, found to be 
quite as difficult of sale, as the sheep 
themselves. Manufacturers were 
therefore employed to make a consi- 
derable quantity of it into cloth, 
which, when finished, was allowed by 
both woollen-drapers and tailors, to 
be quite as good as cloth made of 
wool imported from Spain. But even 
this proof would not satisfy the scru- 
ples of the wool buyer's, or induce 
them to offer a price at all adequate 
to the real value of the article. It waft 
found necessary, therefoi*e, to have 
the wool scoured, and to sell it in 
that state as Spanish wool, which, 
though grown in England, it really 
was. Thus mattaged, the sales wei% 
easily effected for some years, at a 
price equal to that demanded for the 
prima piles of imported Spanish 
wool, at the times when the bargaiQfi 
were made. 

Time and patience, have, at last, 
superseded all difficulties; and his 
majesty's, wool has now, for some 
years, been sold as clipped from the 
sheep's backs, the sheep having been 
washed, and the whole management 
of them carried on exactly in the 
English manner, at a price not lower 
than 4t. 6d. a pound, which, allowing 
for the loss of weight in the scouring, 
costs the buyer at least 5«. 6d* a 
pound, a tolerable price for Spanish 
wool, when plenty of it could be pro- 
duced, though not possibly so high 
a one as ought to have been given, 
or as will be obtained for the Anglo- 
Nogrete pile, when the value of the 
article is ftilly uncle r^tpod. 



The race of aiiotfaer capital ^:avBiia 
has now been added to the riches of 
this country, the Paular, and the 
draught from it is larger than on any 
other (iccasitm, has been suffered to 
leave Spain. The animals have been 
selected with skill and attention. The 
pile they belong to stands at the very 
top of our English list, and the sheep 
have been most fortunately placed at 
the disposal of our most gracious 
king, whose shepherds have demon- 
strated to the publick, in an expe- 
rience of seventeen years of their 
management of these interesting ani- 
mals, that they can not only continue 
the breed in its original purity, but 
can also preclude all danger of dege- 
neration in the anicle of wool. What 
more can be wished for an this head ? 

That spirit of patriotism, which in- 
duced our sovereign to declare him- 
self the protector ot the purity of the 
Negrete race, will also, it is most 
earnestly to be hoped, induce his ma- 
jesty to extend the same protection 
to the newly arrived Puulars. By this 
measure, and by this alone, the publick 
will be effectually guarded against all 
danger of the admission of impure 
bloodrwhieh the avtu^ceof yi judi^i^ 
individuals, seeking after a premature 
improvement of the carcase, has too 
often, it is feared, inuxxiuced into our 
English flocks. Thus protected, the 
twofold treasure obtained for the ad- 
vantage of his subjects by his mi^et- 
ty's wisdom and foi-esight, will lie- 
come a perennial fountain of true 
Merino blood, to which those agtl* 
culturists who are wise enough to 
adopt the breed, may, from time t» 
time, resort, to correct their errourst 
if they fall into bad practices, to cai^ 
ry on their crosses, if any such are 
found to be advantageous, to the 
highest degree of perfection, and to 
restore the originality of their stock, 
if, in consequence of any tm successful 
experiment, it should have auBered 
deterioration. 
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FaMonadle form of invitation to a 
Bidding- Wedding in fValea, 

WHAT is called a bidding wedding 
is well known in many parts of our 
island; but in very few* if any, is it 
maintained in so much simplicity and 
publicity as in Wales*— A very cor- 
rect register is kept of the presents 
made on such occasions; and, as ap- 
pears from a copy of an invitation of 
this nature, which we have bec^ fa- 
voured with, and inserted below. The 
fulfilment of the obligations contract- 
ed on former occasions, is seriously 
and firmly demanded.— The follow- 
ing is copied correctly from the form 
piinted and circulated on the occasion 
described in it. We are too late to 
add our " Donation;** and, therefore, 
can only offer to David Jenkins and 
Mary Evann^ our best wishes for their 
mutual happiness. 

N. B. The difference between this 
publick preliminary to the contracting 
of matrimony, and the marriage ma- 
nufactory of Gretna Green, described 
Select Reviews^ ^c. vol. I. p. 116. 
Yet both are institutioria I in the same 
island. 



1^ 
1^ 



FEBRUARY 4th, 1809. 



809. 1 



<< As we intend to enter tbe Matri- 
monial State, on Friday the 3d Day 
of March nextt we are encouraged 
by our Friends to make a BIDDING 
on the Occasion, the same day, at our 
Dwelling house, called Ty^n^-ffynnon^ 
in the Parish of Llanddev)i-aberarth^ 
when and where the Favour of your 
good Company is humbly solicited, 
and whatever Donation you will be 
pleased to bestow on either of us that 
Day% will be cheerfully received, 
warmly acknowledged, and readily 
repaid, whenever applied for, on a 
-Mmilar Occasion, by 

Your very humble servants, 

MARY KVAXS. 



ITT* The young Man desires that 
uii Gifts of the above Aaturey diir to 
kis late Father^ may be returned to him 
on the said Day^ aiid will be thanJ^ul 
with his Mother and Brother* for all 
G\fts conferred on him.^'^jllsOf the 
young lVoman*s Father and Mother 
desire that all Gifts <f the above Mi' 
ture due to theiuy may be returned to 
the young Woman on the above Day$ 
and will be thankful for all Favours 
conferred on the young Woman,** 

THE DUKE OF BOURBON. 
THIS illustrious perbonage, who 
was taken prisoner at the glorious 
battle of Agincourt, suffered eigh» 
teen years confinement, and died in 
London, on the very day of his en- 
largement) after eighteen thousand 
pounds had been paid for his rux^om* 

COltNARO. 
This celebrated Ven^ian, who 
wrote on the utility of an ebste^ 
mious regimen^ was, till his fortieth 
year, tormented with maladies that 
embittered his existence. Rei at 
length, resolved to change hb mode 
of living; and in one year af^er the 
observance of the temfierate filan^ his 
complaint entirely disappeared, nor 
had be ever afterwards occasion to 
bave recourse to medicine. He con- 
tinued haalthful, and cheerful^ to his 
eightieth year, retaining to perfectly 
his mental and corpora) ifacuhies, 
that he affirmed he could, at that age, 
perform most of those things that he 
had been accustomed to do in his 
youth. He died quietly in his chair, 
but little harassed either with sickness 
or pain, in 1631. 

QUEKN IIEXRIHTTA. 
Henrietta Maria, the wife of Charles 
I. was, at the death of her father, 
Henry IV but newly born. Barberini^ 
who was after wards Pope Urban VHI. 
being at that time Nuncio in France, 
cume to ofTcr his congratulaiions on 
her birth, and found iliat the qucti> 
motl»cr would havt been better p !' hs*' 
ed to have produced a son. Madim*. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J 



424 



SPIEIT OF TUE AIAGAZIKE.S. 



said he, 1 hope before I die, to see 
this your youngest daughter, a great 
queen And I, replied the queen, hope 
she will live to see you a Pope. These 
prophetical compliments were strict- 
ly verified, and that too within a short 
lime of each other. 

METEMPSYCHOSIS. 
The very ancient doctrine of the 
transmigration of the soul still pre- 
vails in many parts of the east, where 
it is &cetiously said, that the m>u1s of 
poets animate, after death, the bodies 
of grasshoppers, as these bisects 
usually sing till they starve. 

AT the assizes for one of the mid- 
fond counties, a woman was tried for 
the murder of her bastanl child, and 
after the Judge had taken great pains 
in explaining the provisions of loi-d 
Ellenborough's act, the jury acquitted 
kcr of tlic murder, and found her 
guilty of concealing the birth of the 
child. The prisoner next tried, was 
dvarged with stealing a ^m^, and the 
same jury, thinking fhat the law ap- 
plied equally to both cases, acquitted 
»he ^isoner o£che felony, but found 
him guilty o{ concealing the goo9e ! 

A nobleman (says Miss Edgeworth) 
inquiring of his Irish servant what 
was the cause of the noise he heard \ 
— ^^ It is the singing in my ears," re- 
plied Pat, " and 1 have had ic, yogr 
honour, these six months." 



LINES, 

PrenetUed to a beautiful Lady, tvJta had two 
French dogi that %lept regularly upon her 
pilloxp in muaUn nightcapt. 

YE mongrel race, who, lounge through 

Rotten-Row, 
St. James's, Bond-street, and who talk 

** Bow-wow;** 
Who ape, with empty bead, and curling 

lock, 
The nat'ral qualities of happier Shod-; 
iiive upth' attempt — your trial is in vain. 
The fair survey your labours witli disthuii; 
CoaiNMA scorns such half-bred curs to 

wed, 
^nd takes two prrfrct puppies to her bed. 



METEORICK STOXBS. 
ON the 19th of April 18 a, at one 
o*clock in the afternoon, a great quan- 
tity of meteorolites fell in the com- 
mune of Pieve di Casignano, in the 
department of Taro (formerly the 
dutchies of Parma and Placentia). 
The air was calm, and the sky serene, 
but with a few clouds. Two loud ex- 
plosions were heard, followed by se- 
veral less violent, after which several 
stones fell. A farmer who was in the 
fields saw one fall about fifty paces 
fn-m him, and bury itseit in the 
ground It was burning hot- A frag*- 
ment of one of these stones is deposi- 
ted in the museum at Pans. 

JEVENILE UNGUIST. 
Progress of the English language 
in allied countries, being a literal copy 
of an advertisement (published out of 
complimipnt to the English garrison) 
for St. Ferdinand's Theatre at Paler- 
mo, on lOih January, 1807: — '< Gas- 
per Grifoni, a boy six years old, for his 
benefit's night shall expose on the 
stage four languages in mask, to wit^ 
English, French, Spanish, and Italian, 
with a hobgoblin lackey, and a Greek 
Tragick, and Lappanio Spanish, and 
French servant.— One of the rooit 
tragical scenes, labour of the said boy 
who shall expose in the middle of such 
graceful and ridiculous represeota* 
tion." 

METEORICK STONE. 
THE minister for the home de- 
partment, has communicated to the 
imperial academy of Petersburgbf 
the following account of a meteorick 
stone, weighing 1 60 li>s. that fell in 
the circle of Ichnow, in the govern- 
ment of Smolensko* In the afternoon 
of the ioth of March, ISOf, a very 
violent clap of thunder was heard in 
that district. Two peasants in the vil- 
lage of Tiniochim, being in the fields 
at tjie time, say, that at the instant of 
this tremendous report, thty saw a 
large black stone fall about forty pa- 
ces from them. Tliey were stunned 
for a few minutes; but, as soon as 
they recovered themselves, liiey ran 
toward the place where the stone 
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fell. Thej could not, however, disco- 
ver it« it had penetrated so deep into 
the snow. On their report, several per- 
sons went to the spot and got out 
the stone, which was above two feet 
beneath the surface of the snow. It 
was of an oblong shape, blackish like 
cast iron, very smooth on all parts, 
and on one side resembling a coffin. 
On its flat surfaces were very fine 
radii resembling brass wire. Its frac- 



ture was of an ashen gray. Being 
conveyed to the gymnasium of Smo- 
lensko, a professor of natural philo- 
sophy there, considered it at once, as 
ferruginous, from the simple obser- ' 
vaiion of its being extremely friable, 
and staining the fingers. The parti- 
cles of which it is composed, contain 
a great deal of lime, and of sulphurick 
acid. 



The subjoined characteristick Anetalotes of several species of Birds are extracted 
from Shaw's General Zoology. 



THE DWARF HAWK, • • 
SMALLER than a Merlin: upper 
parts brown, the tail crossed by a few 
deeper bars: under parts white, mark- 
ed on the throat and breast by ol)long 
brown spots, and on the belly and 
thighs by narrow transverse bars. 
This small hawk is a native of the in- 
teriour of Africa, where it was ob- 
served by Monsieur Levaillant, who 
describes it as of a highly bold and 
spirited nature, preying on small 
birds, and occasionally driving away 
from its haunts, even the larger birds 
of its own genus, as Well as Shrikes, 
&c. It builds on trees, forming its 
nest of small twigs, intermixed with 
moss and leaves externally, and lining 
it with wool and.feathers. The eggs 
are five in number, spotted with 
brown near each end. l*he female 
bird is nearly twice the size of the 
male. Monsieur Levaillant relates a 
singular instance of the audacity of 
this species. He was sitting at a table, 
engaged in preparing some birds 
lately killed; when one of these hawks 
suddexr^ stooped, and seized one of 
the n^Jv stuffed specimens, and 
flying witli it to a neighbouring tree, 
bce^n to plume and tear it open, but 
finding nothing but moss and cotton, 
seemed indignant at the disappoint- 
ment; and, after tearing in pieces the 
skin, at length contented itself with 
devouring the head, the only part 
which remained in Its natural state. 
vor..ii. 3h 



THE SHRIKE. 

When this bird, says Levaillant, 
sees a locust, a mantis, or a small 
bird, it springs upon it, and imme- 
diately carries it off, in order to im- 
pale it on a thorn, and is so dexterous 
in this operation, that the thorn kU 
ways passes through the head of the 
bii*d or insect thus transfixed. If it 
cannot find a thorn, it fixes the head 
of the animal betwoen a division of 
two small branches^ ami this with as 
much address as if perfoinned by hu*^ 
man raeans.^— We need only watch 
this shiike for a ungle minute in or- 
der to witness its ravages; and if we 
take the pains to examine the spot it 
frequents, we are sure to find on every 
bush and tree the victims which it has 
transfixed, the major part of which 
are often so dned as to be unfit tor 
his food; a proof 9f his singularly 
destructive instinct. 

It is often taught to fight by the 
natives of Bengal, one being held up 
opposite to another, on the hatid of a 
man, to whose finger the bird is fas- 
tened by a string, .sufficiently long to 
enable it to fly and peck at its adver- 
sary. It is said to be of a remarkably 
docile disposition, and is sometimes 
earned by the young Indians, in order 
to execute little commissions of gal- 
lantry; and, at a signal given by the 
lover, will seize and carry off with 
much dexterity, the small gold orna- 
njent usually worn en the head of a 
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young Indian lady* and convey it to 
its master* It will also, with admira- 
ble celerity, follow the descent of a 
rinp: purposely thrown down a deep 
well, catching it in its fall, and return- 
ing it to its owner. The Persian poets 
represent the Bulbul as enamoured 
of the rose, and grieved or angry, 
at seeing it rudely cropped.— What- 
ever may be said by poets and un- 
scientifick observers, ^ir. Pennant 
has not scrupled to declare his opinion 
that the natuial note of this bird is 
harsh and unmelodious. If this be the 
caseahe musickof the Rulhul may be 
considered as nearly allie'd to the cele- 
brated soui? of the Swan, so often re- 
corded in the flights of poetick fic- 
tion. 

PARADISEA TRISTIS. 

This bird is a native of India and 
tbg Philippine islands, and is said to 
Ke of a very voracious nature, feeding 
both on animal and vegetable food, 
and is particularly fond of locusts and 
grasshoppers. On this head the count 
de BufTon relates a curious anecdote. 
The island of Bourbon, where these 
birds were unknown, was overrun 
witb locusts, which had unfortunately 
been introduced from Madagascar; 
their eggs having been imported in 
the soil with some plants which were 
brought from that island. In conse- 
quence of this, Mons. Dcforges Bou- 
cher, governour general of the isle of 
Bourbon, and Mons. de Poivre, the 
intcndant, perceiving the desolation 
which was taking place, deliberated 
seriously on the means of extirpating 
the noxious insects; and for that pur- 
pose, cuiued to be introduced into 
this island, several pair of the Para- 
dise Gi-akle from India. '1 his plan 
promised to succeed; but unfoi\u- 
nali'ly, some of the colonists, obser- 
ving the birds taperly thrusting their 
bills into the earth of the new sown 
fields, imagined that they were in 
quest of the K^'^'i^^? ^"d rtj^orteil ibAt 
the birds, instead ef proving nenefi- 
fiai, would, on the contrary, be highly 



detrimental to the country. The cause 
was considered in form. On the part 
of the birds, it W4S argued, that they 
raked in the new ploughed grounds, 
not for the sake of the grain, but the 
insects; and were, therefore, benefi- 
cial They were, however, proscribed 
by the council; and, in the space of 
two hours after the sentence was 
pronounced against them, not a 
Grakle was to be found in the island. 
1 liis prompt execution was however 
f( llowed by a speedy repentance. The 
locusts gained the ascendency, and 
the people, who only view the prtF 
sent, regretted the loss of the Para- 
dise Grakles. Mons. de Morave, con- 
sulting the inclinations of the settlers* 
procured three or four of these birds 
eight years after their proscription. 
They were received with transports 
of joy. Their preservation and bree- 
ding were made a state affair. The 
laws held out protection to them, and 
the physicians, on their part, declared 
their flesh to be unwholesome. After 
so many powerful expedients for 
their welfare, the desired effect was 
produced; the Grakles multiplied, 
and the locusts were destroyed, But| 
an opposite ir^onvenience has since 
arisen. The bims, supported no longer 
by insects have had recourse to fruits^ 
and have fed on the mulberries, grafxrs, 
and dales. They have even scratched 
up the grains of wheat, rice maize, 
and beans; they have rifled the pit2:con 
houses, and preyed on the youngj 
and t^us, after freeing the settlers 
from the locusts, they have them* 
selves become a more formidable 
scourge This, however, is perhaps an 
exagj;eration; since Mr. Latham in 
his second supplement observes, on 
the snl>ject of this bird, that .N.ons. 
Duplessin, who had resided many 
) ears in the isle of Bourbon, had given 
his opinion that the Paradise Grakle 
might be advantageously introduced 
into that part of Spain nearest the 
coasts ol Alrica for a similar purpose, 
anu added, that, so far from its having 
beconie a nuisance in the isle of Bour- 
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bon, the laws for its preservation were 
4till in force. 

This bird according to Buffbn, is 
of the same lively and imitative dis- 
position with the India Grakle, and 
when joung, is easily taught to speak. 



If kept in the poultry yard, it sponi 
taneously mimicks the cries of all the 
domestick animals, hens, cocks, 
geesci dogs, sheep. &c. and this chat- 
tering is accompanied by many singu- 
lar gesticulations. 



POETRY. 



STAl>iZAS, 

JCOST RESFBOTFULLY INSCRIBED l|ft 
MR. FRATT. T' 

JWRET tfower ! that deck'st the river's 
brink, 

DendtfMp to every boisterous gale, 
Arraye^n suouner's lively pinl^ 
From whom the bees existence drink, 

As on thy bosom they regale, 

Why dost thou here in silence dwell. 
Secluded from the ganlen flowers ? 
Why leave the tribes of vonder dell, 
Whose glarinj^ tints profusely swell, 
And spend alone tlie Ungcnng hours ? 

When storms deftice the laughing sky. 
And tbimders shake the vaulted air. 
When ligfatningt thro' the wcUdn fly, 
No friend, rav charming flower ! is nigh. 
Thy matchless propertl^ to spare ! 

Then vaift mdeed thy graceful mien. 

And all thy attributes will prove ! 
In Tain sbatt sorrow intervene. 
Thy charms so modestly serene. 
To shelter from the storms above ! 

Then tell mo, flower, why thus alope 

Thou lov'st in solitude to shroud ! 
Does malice on thy features frown. 
Because they're chaster than her own. 
Or dost thou hate the crowd ? 

"Alas! myfriend! this lonely spot 
'* Has long my favourite station been » 

** Here to the garden-tribe forgot, 

** Their joys incestuously hot, 
** I breiOhe the air of health serene t 

** Besides, the splendour of their dress, 

** Outshines too much my languid hue," 
**Nor will the moans of weak distress, 
** Excite in them one fond caress, 
" Howe'cr my friend they may in j^." 

Then since 'tis thus, my sweetest flower ! 
Come ! let me bear thee far away, 



AVlcre neither haughty pride nor power. 
Can on thy matchless beauties lower. 
Or spurn^thy indigent ai-ray. ^ 

Thus genius blest with every grace. 
To triumph o'er the human heart, 
"Withdraws to some sequestered place. 
The mighty works of time to trace, 
Unknown to all the schemes of art. 

Thus Pratt with kind parental cai*e, 
Smiles on the pure poetick Flower;* 

Retrieves it from th* desert bare, • 

To thrive in more salubrious air. 
And flourish with the circling liour ! 

Gri\ftm'9treet,.hi^8ti 1809. J. G. 

A FRENCH SONNET OF THE 15tH CE!^- 
TURY IMITATED. 

All lovely babe ! dear image of thy sire. 
Sleep on the bosom which thy lips hav* 
pressed; 
Sleep, clierub, sleep ! thy limbs some rest 
require. 
And close those tender eyes so much 
oppressed ! 

Sweet little love ! whilst you secure enjoy 
Slumbers which long have fled from me* 

I wake to vbw, to feed, to guard my boy. 
Afy only comfort is to look on thee ! 

Ilufth, my dear child, my only hope, my 

Sleep on that breast, which doth thy 
life sustain: 
Let me thy pretty voice once more enjoy. 
Thy untaught prattle doth such charms 
contain ! 

Ah lovely babe ! dear image of thy sire, 
bleep on the bosom which thy lips have 
pressed: 
Sleep, cherub, sleep ! thy limbs some rest 

require. 
And close tliosc tender eyes so much op- 
pressed ! 

JuvBNrv. 
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EDWARD AND ELLEN. Brigltt let tlie Upm beam: the ruddy fire 

^ - c. . With heightened rosinesB. exalt the 

^ modem Sonnet. elow 

THE niffht in gioomy robe had long ap« Of woman's blooming xheek; and wine 



inspire 

The open hearths exbilirating flow ! 
"Who tliat is wise, would yield &e passing 

hour 
To bitterness; when Miss is in his power ' 



peared, 
Ere Kclward sought the path that point* 
edhowe; 
More for his Ellen than himself he feared. 
For she, alas ! was little used to roam. 

Aad now was seen tlie lightning's distant 

flash. 
Its splendours spreading in th* horizon's 

brow. 
Whilst deep toned thunder rolled in *w- oh ! roses are sweet on the beds where 



AIR. 



ful crash. 
Between the lurid lightning's fervid 
glow. 

Poor Ellen shuddered at the coming 
storm. 
And, trembling, staggered on her 
homeward road, 
Whilst Edward strove to guard his fair 
one's form, 
'Till they should gain some sheltering 
kind abode: 
for she, poor maiA im s dntnk ! — and 

Edw«d'8 care 
Protected Ellen home from Fair lop Fair f 

J. M. L. 



tliey grow. 



• Apesh spangled with dews of the mom: 
0» Nature's kind bosom in safety they 
glow. 
Protected by many a thornt 
There awhile* in full richness exists tJie 
sweet flower, • 

'Tin its fast fallingleaves drop arowid; 
There soon, of the charms of the pride of 
the bower. 
There's nought but the thorns can be 
found. 
Ah ! roses are sweet, but sweet roses will 
fade ! 

So fares it with Beauty, in life*s carfy 
prime, 
WJicn armed with stem rigour the 
brea«t; 
It blooms in cold pride, fresh and sweet 
for a time,* 
Then sinks into age still unblest ! 
Beware, then, ye maids, with tOdcautiouf 
an art. 
How you guard your sofipbreast fron 
love's woes. 
Whom blithe conteot surrounds, who Lest apathy spreading like thorns round 
deem it not your heart, 

A sin to feel deliglit, the blast that blows You at last drop alone liko the rose. 
Is quickly perished, and iti breath for- For roses are sweet, but sweet roses miS 
got: ' fade! 



SONNET, BV ANTHOCLES. 

THE midnight storm is higfi; ^d sadness 
brings 

To many a musing melancholy mindz 
It seems the tempest on his dreary wings. 

Bears tribulation: and the hollow wind 
Is fllled with boding voices: but to those 
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American Fir to be compared yoith that ^f 
Furope, 
AT a meeting of the Dublin Society, 
held St their house ui Hawkins street, on" 
the 11th of May, various resolutions were 
passed. — It having been suggested to the 
society, that the timber imported from 
North America differs very materially, in 
quality and strength, from the timber 
which has, for many years past, been used 
in thi« kingdom; it was resolved— That 



a committee be appointed to inquire into 
the truth of the above suggestion; and to 
report to the society on the comparative 
strength of Norway and Memcl timber, 
with that of the timber of North America, 
in which the committee will distinguish 
the particular states of North America, 
whence the timber may have been import- 
ed, the comparative -qualities of which, 
with those of Memcl and Norway, shall be 
reported upon. 
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S9ur Wine rateetened by CkfftcoaL 
MR. CREVE, of Wisbaden, lias disco- 
vered a method of recovering wine tUat 
has turned sour. For tliis piupose he cm- 
ploys powdered charcoaL The inhabitants 
•f the banks of the Rhine have bestowed 
Ml him a medal, as a reward. 

The following is Mr- Ilume^s new plan far 
detecting arsenick. 
LET one gp:ain of white oxide of arse- 
uick and the same quantity of carbonate of 
soda be dissolved, by boiling' in ten or 
twelve ounces of distilled water, which 
ought to be done in a glass vessel ; to this 
bt a small quantity of the nitrate of sUver 
be added, and a bright yeilo-w precipitate 
will instantly appear. This is a more deci- 
sive test than sulphate of copper. But 
though tk'is process answers very well 
with poUash, ipr even lime water, the 
common carbonate of soda ought to be 
pi-eferred. 

To the Editor of tJie MontJilif Magazine. 



IN page 104>of vol. xvi. your correspon- 
dent X. opposes what he calls the vulgar 
cu^om of applying oil, honey, &c. in 
Cases of bums and scalds. But he must 
either have had no experience, or reason- 
ed very supertcially on the subject, if he 
supposes that the application of cold water 
can have any effect in relieving the pain. 
It is impossible that the heat or fire should 
remain iKthe flesh any considerable time 
after the accident has happened. The heat, 
therefore, >»4iich we generally feel about 
the part afflicted, proceeds from inflam- 
mation, which your cotrespondent forgets 
4s the consequence and not the cause of 
heat. The fibres, by means of which we re- 
ceive the sense of pain, are covered and 
defended from external matter by the 
third and iimermost skin. This covering 
being destroyed or otherwise materially iiu 
jured by fire, air or any other extraneous 
matter having access to the nerves causes 
exquisite pain, which water or wet cloths 
do but increase. Spirits of turpentine, 
which one of your correspondents sug- 
l^sts, or any other sort of oil, by supply- 
mg the place of a covering, instantly re- 
lieves the pain. If a blister be not very 
large, honey, or white lead, should be laid 
on to keep the air out. If it is large, it 
should be punctured, and oil applicdi but 
the skin should not be taken oi^ untU it is 
dressed. The propriety of keeping the air 
from bums may be proved by any one who 
has courage to try the following simple 



experiment: Let a drop of hot sealing 
wax fall tipon the finger; bear the pain 
till it is gone ofl*, and let the sealing wax 
remain upon the fiug^er five or ten minutes; 
then take it off, and no marks of a burn 
will be found. On the other hand, a blister 
is raised, if it is instantly taken off- 
Glaziers use white lead whenever they re- 
ceive bums froin soldering irons. If you 
put your hand or foot into a basin of 
water rather hotter than you can bear, the 
pain is greater the moment you f ak© it out, 
than while it remaHu in. Tour's &c, C. T. 



Account of JVorlci constricted for the J^Or 
nvfacture •/* JSIineral Tar, Pitch, and 
Varnish. 

THREE considerable works were erect- 
ed in Stafibrdshire, on the banks of t\xp 
canal, for the purpose of procuring tar, 
pitch, and varnish from coal. One at Brad- 
ley, another at Tipton, antl tlie third at 
the level colliery and ii*on works at Dudley- 
wood. 

These tar works are erected in the vi- 
cinity of collierks and ii-on works. The 
masters of tliese works furnish the tar 
works with coals, for tlie coak which they 
produce; and leave the products of the 
process to the proprietors of the tar works, 
which are managed as follows: 

A range of eipfhteenor twenty stoves is 
erected, and supplied with coal kept burn- 
ing at the bottom. The smoke is conducted 
by proper horizontal tunnels, into a capa- 
cious closed funnel, of more than 'one hun- 
dred yards in length. This funnel is built 
Afritli brick, supported by brick arches, and 
has a shallow pond of water formed on its 
top, which is filled when required by a 
ste.ira engine belonging to the iron works. 
The cold of the water condenses tlie smoke 
which fall3«i the floor of the funnel in tlie 
form of tar, and is conveyed by pipes into 
a receiver, from whence it is pumped into 
a large boiler, and boiled to a proper con- 
sistence, or else it is inspissated into pitch, 
in which case, the vapour which arises du- 
ring this insplssation is condensed into aii 
oil, used for varnish. 

No<8mQke is let to go to waste in these 
wprks, except a very little from some small 
funnels," which are kept open to give 
draught to the fires. 

The process requires but little atten- 
dance, the principal labour being that of 
supplying the fuel. In one of the tar works 
twenty tons of coals are used each day, and 
three labourers with a foreman, are* suffi- 
cient for the business; fromtius work about 
twenty -eight barrels of tar, of 2 1-2 cwt, 
arc produced in six days, or twenty-one 
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barrels of pitch of the same wciprht. Some 
coal is so bituminous, us lo \icld onecTg-luh 
©fits weij^ht of tai*; but U»e above is the 
averajj^ produce. 

In hilly countries, tlie stoves may be 



erected at tlie foot of the hill, and the con- 
densing funnel higher up: streiims . f mater 
may, in such situations, be often found 
which can be made to supply the poud 
over tlie funnel, without puniping^. 



LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 
(Ej' COMMUNICATIONS for this head, from authors and booksellers, post 
paid, will be inserted free of expense. Literary advertisemenU wiU be printed upon 
the covers at the usual price. 



EEC&NT AMBEICAN PUBLICATIOVS* 

By Hopkins 6? FMrle, Phtladelpfua, 
PuoUshed— Rush's \Vorks. 
Roccus's Manual of Maritime Law, 
translated from the Latin. B\ Joseph R. In- 
gersoU, Esq. 

An Original Essay on the Climate of the 
United Slates. 

Btf Coale ^ Thomaay Baltimore ^ 
Published — The first volume of The 
Maryland Reports; being a series of the 
moat important law cases argued and de- 
termined in the Pfo\nilcial Court and 
Court ©f Appeals, of the tlien Province of 
Mai viand, fi-om the year X700, down to 
tlie American Revolution. Selected fi*om 
the records of the Stale, ard from Notes 
of some of the most eminent counsel who 
practised law within that period. By Tho- 
laiis Harris, jun. Clerk of the Court of 
Appeals, and John M* Henry, Attorney at 
L.iw. 
By /r. ITetls 6? T. B. Waite ^ Co. Boston^ 

Republished— Tlie Works of Mrs. Cha- 
pone: now first collected — Contauiing, 1. 
Letters on the Improvement of the Mind. 
2. .VllsceUanies. 3. CoiTespondence with 
Mr. Richardson. 4. Fugitive Pieces. To 
which is prefixed, An account of her Life 
and Character, drawn up by fcer own fa- 
tally. In two volumes. 

By several Booknellers in Bonton, 

Republished — The Trial of the Witnes- 
ses of the Resurrection of Jc;sus. From the 
twelfth London edition. 

PROPOSED AMRRXCAN PUBLICATIONS. 
Bopkins ^ EarU^ PhthiHelphiay 

Propose to republish — Walter Scott's 
Poetical Works; 

The Hebrew Reader; 

Bo^^ue's History of the Dissenters; 

Howard's (Jrcck Vocabulary. 
A. Finley, P/aUuIflphia^ 

To republish — A Dictionary of Quota- 
tions, in most frequent use, taken chiefly 
from tlie Latin and French; but, compri- 
f ing many from the (ireck, Spanish, und 
Italian languages; ti*anslated into English. 



With illustrations, historical and Idjonuu 
tick. By D. £. Macdonnel, of the Middle 
Temple. 

** He has been at a feast of languages, 
and stolen all the scraps." Shakspear^. 
Benjamin & Thomas Kite, PhUadeipiaa^ 

To republisi) — A Dictionary (if rracti- 
cal Surgery. By Samuel Cfppei^Iember 
of the Royal CoUegeof Surgeons, London, 
and author of liie First Lines of ^the 
Practice of Surgery. 

Also, The Child's Monitor. By John 
Homsey. And, The Catechism of Health. 
By Dr. Mavor. 

Bra((ford and Intkeep^ PkUadelpkia, 

To publish — ^The Dramatick Miiror* 
reflecting men and manners, with 8trie«> 
tiu*es on their epitome tl»e stage. 

Also, A System of Dissections, explain- 
ing the Anatomy of the J^man Body, 
with the manner of displaynig the partsc 
distinguishing the natural from the dis- 
eased appearances, and pointing out to 
the student the objects most wotihy of at> 
tention, during a course of dissections. By 
Charles Bell. 

To republish — PinkertMi's celebrated 
New Atlas. 

^W. W. Wood-ward, Philadelphia, 

Has in press, Scott's Theological 
Works, in five octavo volumes; three of 
which will be ready for subscribers in a 
few weeks, at g2 25 per volume, bound. 
I'he other two volumes to be ready in the 
Spring. — Also, 

Hervey's Works, complete, in six vo- 
lumes, 12mo. Three volumes to be ready 
in about three montlis — the other three 
shortly after — jgl per volume to subscrW 
hers. 

Owen on the Spirit, in one 13mo. volume 
—to subscribers, gl 12 1-2 — to be ready 
about the beginning of the year. 

Pocket Bible, a handsome edition-^the 
New 1 estament is printed first, to sell 
seperate for the pod^et — ^the Old Testa- 
ment, to bind with it, will be complete in 
the beginning of the year, or shortly after 
-abound a variety of ways, morocco, 8ic. 
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IT. W. Woofh^d, 

Win shortly put to press, thft following 
Works — Secoi>d edition of Scott's Family 
Bible, in 5 quarto volumes, with maps, 
chronolo^al tables, and a Concordance, 
The Bible can be subscribed for separate 
from the maps, &c. as the publick choose; 
or the maps, &c. without the Bible. The 
Bible with the maps, g6 50 per volume; 
without, g6— Maps, &c. boaids, gi, 
bound, g4. — A large edition of the above 
mentioned work is disposed of. — W. W. 
W. will accommodate subscribers for the 
New or Old Testament separate, or toge- 
ther—the New Testament will be glO, 2 
volumes. Respectable commendations are 
attached to the Proposals for this work, as 
well as for the Theological Works of the 
author. 

Gill's Commentary on the whole of the 
Old and New Testament, in ten quarto vo- 
lumes — price to subscriber*, before tlie 
first volume is printed, g6 per volume, 
sheep — %5 25 boards, and §7 calf. The 
New. Testament to commence first. High 
commendations are given for this valuable 
work. Some Baptist Churches of the first 
respectability, have commended the work 
—And requested the Churches throughout 
America, to Hid ihe publisher, by each 
subscribing for a copy for their Ministers. 
W. W. W. will print fiom a new edition 
now printing in London — a part of which 
is come to hand. 

Simeon's Helps to Composition, contain- 
ing 600 skeletons of Sermons, with 
Claud's Essay on Composition, and ten 
complete Sermons on the Christian Ar- 
mour, in ftve large octavo volumes — ^price 
to subscribers, g2 50 per volume, bound 
and lettered. 

Shrubsole's Christian Memoirs, in one 
volume*- this work is contemplated for 
press in a short time. The above is in form 
of A New Pilgrimage to the Heavenly Je- 
rusalem: containing by way of AUegforical 
Narrative, a great variety of Dialogues on 
the most interesting subjects, and Adven- 
tures of eminently religious persons — from 
the third edition, with the Life of the Au- 
thor, about jgl 25, nearly 400 pages 12mo. 
With the Proposals are handsome com- 
mendations of tlie work. It is expected 
to be out early in the Spring. 

The Christian Preacher, or, Discoiu^es 
•n Preaching, by several eminent Divines, 
English ami Foit-ign, revised and abrid- 
ged, with an Appendix, ou the choice of 
books, with ohscrvaitons on the nu-rits of 
I tlieir Authors. By Kdwanl Williams, D. 
D. secor.d edit; on with improvements, in 
one neat 12mo. volume. 

W W. W. expects fLlsotoput to press, 
in ono volume, Scj-mons by Jumes l-'inlay- 



son, D. D. F. B. S. E. one ^f the Ministers 
of the High Church, and Professor of Lo- 
gick, and Metaphysicks, in the Universitj^ 
of Edinburgh — with an account of tJitf 
Life and Character of the Author. 
Gospel Gloss, representing the Miscarria- 
ges of English Professors, or a C;ili fi-om 
Heaven to Sinners and Saints, by Rcpen. 
tiince and Keforniiition, to prepai e to meet 
God. By Lewis Stuckley — Recommended 
by Dr. liyland. 

/. Kingston, Baltimore fproposet 

To republish, by subseription (with all 
convenient speed) in six parts, one dollar 
each part, A Dictionary of the Holy Bible, 
contaming a historical account of the 
persons, a geographical account of the 
places, a literal, critical, and systematical 
description of other objects, whetlier na- 
tural, artificial, civil, religious, or military 
—And an Explication of the Appellative 
Terms, mentioned in the Old and New* 
Testament — ^The whole comprising what- 
ever is of importance to be known, con- 
ceniing the Antiquities of the Hebrews, 
forming a body of Scripture-History, 
Chronology, and Divinity, and sei'ving in a 
g^eat measiu'e, as a Concordance an<l 
Commentary to the Bible. Extracted chief- 
ly from Eusebius, St. Jerome, Calmet, 
Re land, Maundrell, Brown, Arbuthnot, 
&c. collated with other works of the kind, 
with numerous additions from various au- 
thors, and a considerable quantity of origi- 
nal matter. By tlie Reverend and Learned 
James Wood. The first American Edition, 
carefully printed on a fine paper, royal 
size, from the European copy. These vo- 
lumes will form a very valuable part of the 
library for Ministers and People. The ra- 
pid sale of a long edition through England^ 
Scotland, and Ireland, bears ample testi- 
mony. 

John Vance & Co. ^Baltimore, 

To publish — ^A new work, entitled, 
, Washington, or Liberty Restored. A 
Poem in ten Books. By Thomas North- 
more, Esq. 

^neds in ferrum pro libertate ruebant. 
^n. viii. 648. 

Almighty Being ! who on the human mind 
Hast deep impressed the unutterable worth 
Of Heaven-sprung Liberty, and didst de- 
nounce 
The cui-se of Ignorance with all its woe ; 
Upon that nation which should spurn huT 

gifts; 
To thee I call, and beg thy heavenly aid 
To uphold my mortiil pinions while I sing. 
Freedom restored to half tlie peopled 

c;uth 
By Freedom's noblest bulwark, Washintj- 
ton. ^ 
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Philip B. MckUn U Co, Baltimore, 
Propose to republish— Rutherford's An- 
cient Hi:»tory. 

JEphraim C. Btals, Bortan^ 
To rejpubiish, by subscription — Jerusa- 
lem Delivered. A Heroick Poem. Transla- 
ted from tlic Italian of Torquato Tasso. 
B> John Uoole. First American, from the 
eighth London Kdition, with Notes. 
Bu Homebody, Boston, 
To publish — *Tii» Something — Nothing. 
On Saturday, Nov. 18,1809, will bepubUsh» 
ed, tlie first number of Something. To be 
continued weekly, if Notlang prevents. 
Edited by Oudeis-Nemo-Nobody, Esq^ — 
Pit):*pcctus. Tl»e Editor of •* Swnething** 
proni.ses A'othhi^, Subscribers it is hoped 
may be found who will encourage "Some- 
tliing**of a hleraiy nature, at the price of 
tliree dolla: s & year; one half paid in ad- 
vance; for Somethtng will come to Notlung 
]i ^'otfung comes to Something, 

RECENT BRITISH PUBLICATIONS. 

The History of Canine Madness an"cl 
Hydrophobia, with tJie Methods of Treat- 
ment, ancient and modem. By Gcorgt: 
Lipscomb, M. D. &c. Sic. 8vo. 7s. 

The pulpit, or a Biographical and Li- 
terary account of Eminent Popular Preach- 
ers, interspersed with occasional Clerical 
Criticism, for 1809. By Oncsimus. 8%o. 9*. 

A Dane's Excursions in Britain. By Mr, 
Andersen, author of a Tour in Zealand, 
Stc. 2 vol. sm. 8vo. 12*. 

Lectures on Painting. Delivered at the 
Royal Academy of Fine Arts. B} ilie late 
John Opie, Esq. l*roftssor in Painting to 
the lioyal Acadcn»y, 4to. 1/. U. 

A new Treatise on Algebra, for the Use 
of Schools. By John Mole. 7s. 

Proceedings on the Trial between Bur- 
gess, a |>auper, and W'm. Cobbeit, for 
ojjpression, and false iniprisonnient. — 
Before Mr. Justice Lawrence, on Thurs- 
day, July 20, 1809, 1*. 

A Map of tlie Southem Provinces of 
Holland, witii Part of the Netherlands, 

A new Map of Germany, Holland, Po- 
land, Hung-uiy, and Part of Pn;nce. By 
Ignatius Hcuiiann, head post master at 
I'ricstc, 9 sheets, U. 2«. on rollers or in 
case, 3/. r>3. 

'i he Istaiul of Walclicren, with a gene- 
ral Map ut ihi Province of Zealand, bs. 

Tire Libian.»n. Being an uccount of 
sciuce, vuiuable, and useful Knglish Books, 
Muiuiscriia Lihruriesi Publick Uecords, 
&,c. i^c. Hy James Lavage, of the Lond;>n 
Institution. Vol.11. Os. 6c!. 

'I'he \Vo:Ws, in Prose and Verse, of 
Mrs. A. Cowley; with Notes. By Dr. ilu.fi. 



late Bishop of Worcester, S vols. Svo. Vl 
lU.ed. 

The Asiatick Annual Bister; or, A 
View of the History, PoliticKs, Commerce, 
and Literature of Asia, for the Year 1806. 
By the late Lawrence Dundas Campbell, 
Esq. Vol. Vlil. in two Parts, IL 4«. 

Alphonzo; or. The Natural Son. Tnns* 
latcd from the French of Btadame de 
Genlis, 3 vols. 13r 6d. 

Ccclibia choosing a Husband. By Captaii 
Torrcns, lOt. 

Elements of Art. A poem on Painting, 
in SIX Cantos; with Notes and a Pre&ce. 
Including Strictures on the State of the 
Arts, Criticism, Patronage, and Publick 
Taste. By Martin Archer 8hee» E. A. 8fo 
13t. 

Letters from London to Dublin, from a 
Student of Law to his Father in Ireland, 
on the State of Manners, Opinions. 
Politicks, the Court, Legal Practice, Pub- 
lick Amusements, Literature, &c. tkc. in- 
terspersed with Chaitctcristick Anecdotes 
of nearly Five Hundred Persons, in tlie 
different Departments of Publick Life, 2 
vol. post 8vo. 16*. 

^Marmion Travestied. A Tale of Mo- 
dern Times, 8vo. 9*. large paper, 12m. 

PROPOSED BRITISH PUBLICATIONS. 

Mr. Bigland, author of Letters on His- 
tor\', &c. is prepainng a General History 
of Europe, fix)ra the peace in 1783 to the 
present time. 

Jeremy Bentham, Esq. author of the 
Treatise on Scotch Reform, has in the 
press a work on Libel Law. 

Sir George Staunton has sent to the 
pi-ess a Translation from tlie original Lan- 
guage of the Leu-lee, of the Fundamental 
Laws of tlie Chinese Empire, as far as re- 
lates to their Penal Code. 

A work under the title of Tales of other 
Countries is in tlie press. The Uiles are 
founded on cirdlimstances relating to the 
author in his travels tlirough some of the 
continental countries. 

Dr. Clarke's Travels tlirough Bussia, 
and the territories of the Don Co&sacks, 
Kuban Tartary, the Crimea, &c. wiU vcrj 
shortly be pubUshed; as will also a com- 
plete collection of Voyages and Travels 
from Colunibus to the present time. 

Mr. Benthani has t\v o works of conside- 
rable pnmtisc in U»e press. One, entitled 
Elements oi tl>c Art of Packing, as applied 
to Juries; and the other The Perils of Uift 
Press. 

Cromi9elHana\ or Am;c dotes fVi>m ate- 
thentick documents, illustrative oIl the 
character of Oliver CroniWcU and his 
family, will sliortly be pubUj>hed iu one 
\ olumc small luho. 
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Aerostation, 357. 

AU, Pacha of Janina, history of, 202. 

Ambassadour, English, his audience with 
the Sultan, 277. 

America, poetical picture of, reviewed, 
328. South America, its importance, po- 
pulation, wants, &c. 29, 33, 41. 

American Traveller, Letter from an, 66. 
Govcrnour Ellis, ib. A Russian Princess^ 
€t7. Prince Lichtenstein, ib. 

Anecdotes of Birds, reviewed, 43. 

Anecdotes, of a Minister, 68. Of Castor 
Oil, ib. Of a Town Crier, 69. Of Milton, 
ib. Of Miss Taylor, ib. Of Mr. Fuller, ib. 
Of Captain Bishop, 197. Of Rolf Krage, 
311. 

Antiquities, discovery of, 136. 

Apes and Monkeys, anecdotes of, 55, 

Argens, Marquis d' Memoirs of, 260. 

Arsenick, new mode of detecting, 429. 

Asthma, recipe for, 281. 

B 

Bachelor, The, a novel, by Thomas Moore, 
332. 

Baptist Missionary Society, an account of, 
reviewed, 150. Origin of it by William 
Carey, 151. Goesto India, 151. Appoint- 
ed a Professor at the College or Fort 
William,* 155. Mutiny at Vellore, 158. 
Conversion of the Hindoos, practicable 
and proper, 161 to 164. "^ 

Banks, Sir Joseph's, account of Merino 
Sheep. 

Bateman, Mary, execution of, 121. 

Beaufoy, Henry, author of Sclopp^taria^ 
145. 

Bidding Wedding, description of, 423. 

Bingley, William, his Memoirs of British 
Quadrupeds, 171. 

Biographic Moderne, reviewed, 236. Gre- 

foire, 244. Carat, 245. Merlin de Douai, 
46. Merlin dc Thionville, ib. Jean lie- 
bry, 247. CochoU, 248. Maury, 249, Mi- 
rabcau, 250. Camot, 251. St. Just, 252. 
Hcwbell, 253. Lepe&ux, Barras, Hoget 
Diicos, Sieyes, Barthe)emi, Fenelon, 
Dcse/.^, 254. Mal^herbes, 255. Target, 
Fiuncbet, Aii«^c)i^|^ i;k>ors, 25tf. Con- 
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dorcet, ib. Madame de KochefoucauU, 
258. Madame Roland, ib. 

Bloomfield, Robert, letter from, 22. His ad- 
dress to a Spindle, 195. 

Bon Mots, rules for making them« 276. 

Buonaparte, his campaigns in Italy, 110- 
BatUe of Arcole, 111. Of Rivoli, 112. 
Siege of Mantua, ib.His Court, 317. 

Bourbon, Duke of, 423. 

Brewster, Dr. his inetrument for deter- 
•mining distances, 358. 

Bums, Reliques of Robert, reviewed, lO. 
His Poem of Bonie Doon, 70, 



Camilla de Florian, reviewed, 382. 

Campbell, Thomas, his Geitrude of Wyo- 
ming, 225. 

Carey William (see Baptist Missionary 
Society) 151. 

Carleton, George, Memoirs of, 176*Battlc 
of Seneflr, 178. Of Stecnkirk, 180. Of 
Monjouick, 183. 

Cavern, The, reviewed, 383, Story of, 584- 

Cayenne, account of the Colony of, 341. 

Characters of the Sixteenth Century, 201. 

Charles, the First, his entrance into Lou- 
don, 199. 

Cookery, a new system of domestick, re- 
viewed, 1. Extracts from, 4. 

Comaro's temperance, 428. 

Cowley, Hannah, Memoirs of, 208. 

Cowper, William, his translaticm of M'd- 
ton's Sonnets, 70. His tame Hares, 172, 
His translation of Milton's Poems, 366. 

Critical Essays on the per%rmers of tiie 
London Theatres, 301. Pope, 301. Hen- 
derson, 302. Quin, 303. Cibber, 30-*. 
Mrs. Pritchard, 305. Mrs. Bairy, ib. 
Mrs. Yates, 306. Garrick, ib. Kemble, 
307. EUiston, 309. Kemble, junior, ib. 
Cook, 310. Rae, Dowton, 310. 

Crocod'des of the Nile, 335. Their habits, 
336. 

Cromek's reliques of Bum's, reviewed, 10. 



Degen, his ibachinc for raising a person in 

tlie air, 357. 
Diamonds, may be consumed, by 6rc, 61. 

Found *m Goiconda, Pegu, Sciani, and 



INDEX. 



' Brasil, 61. Diamond Mines, 62. Traffick 
in them, 63. Remaricable Diamonds, 64. 
EarliXt discoveries of them, 133. 

Dog^, instinct of, 273. 

Drake, Nathan, Essays by, reviewed, S6L 

Druidical practices, 1^5. 

Dwarfs, jLCCOunt of, 296. 

Duraoui-ier, letter fi-om, to Brissot, 35. 



Eagles nest, account of an, 275. 

Ellis, Govemour, account of, 66. 

Edge worth. Miss, her tales of fashionable 
life, 373. 

Edward and Ellen, a modem Sonnet, 428. 

Elsineur, 289^ 

Essay on light reading, reviewed, 114. 
' English Biurds and Scotch Reviewers, re* 
viewed, 397. 

Essavs, by Nathan Drake, 361. The Spec- 
tator, 362. Steele, 363. Addison, ib. Lay 
Monastery, Free Thinker, Terrae filius. 
Plain Dealer, CJommon Sense, 365. The 
Champion, Female Spectator, Tlic Par- 
rot, ib. 

F 

Feast of the Rose, 329. 

Fielding, Henry, and Lady M. W. Monta- 
gue, 334. 

Fb*, American, compared vnih. European, 
428. 

Fisher, J. B. his pathetick tales, 188. 

Fordyce's Sermons to young ladies, re- 
ceived, 331. 

Fragments in prose and verse, 106. 

Fi-ance, travels in, 312. 

Frederick William, King of Prussia, anec- 
dotes of, 262, 370. 



Game of War, reviewed, 330. 
Gas, application of, from coal to economi- 
cal purposes, 98. 
Genlis, Madame de, her siege of Rochelle, 

Gertrude of Wyoming, by Thomas Camp- 
bell, 225. 

Gipsies, difliertations on, 96. Originally 
from India, 97. 

Grass, Fiorin, Memoir on, reviewed, 401. 
Description of, 402. 

Gustavus Vasa, anecdotes of, 299. 

Gimpowder, mode of drying, 148. 

H. 

Halls' Travels in Scotland, 68, 69. 

Hamlet, ^89. 

Hamilton, General, letter from Mirandft 
to, 37. 

Hawk, Dwarf, accotmtof, 42f. 

Herbster, Madame St. her novel, review- 
ed, 383. 

Hilaire, Geoffry Saint, his observations 
on Crocodiles, 33tf. 



Hue, Francis, his last year* of Louis the 

Sixteenth, 83. 
Hughes, Victor, anecdotes of, 346. 
Husband and Lover, reviewed, 382. 

L J. 

Ink, improvement in making, 285. 

Intelligence, Literary, 71, 144, 214^ 285, 
358,430. 

Intelligence, Philosophical and Economi- 
cal, 141, 284, 357, 428. 

Jackson, James Grey, his account of Mo- 
rocco, 318. 

Jena, battle of, 372. 

Jerusalem, destruction of the Hflty Se- 

Eulchre of, by 6 re, 135. 
, an African Pnest, Memoirs ef, 189. 

L. 

Languet, the friend of Sir Philip Sydney, 
75, 

Law report, 198. 

Laws of Enghmd, compendium of, re- 
viewed, 406. 

Lettre aux Espagnols' Americams, 27. 
The author of it, 23. Left with Blr, 
King, ib. Sketch of it, ib. S. America, 29. 

ligne, Mar^al Prince de, letters apd 
Thoughts of, reviewed, 217. His journey 
with tnc Empress of Russia and Empe- 
rour of Austria, 218, 

Literary intelligence, 71, 144, 2l4, 285, 
358,430. 

Louis the Sixteenth, The last years of the 
reign of, reviewed, 83. Account of the 
6th October, 1784, 84. 

Lutgendorf, his machine for existing at- 
der water, 357. 

Lynoh, J. Poetry by, 356. 

M 

Mansfield, Amelia, a novel, by Madame 
Cottin, re\'iewed, 390. 

Maria Antoinctta, Queen of 9rance, Me- 
moirs of, reviewed, 91, 92, 9^ . 94 
Improves Uie Musick of France, 95. 

Morocco, account of, reviewed, 318 to 327. 

Mary, Queen of Scots, her hunting match, 
333. 

Menno Sheep, account of, 416. 

Meteorick Stones, 424. 

Milton, Anecdotes of, 69. Sonnet by, 70* 
Translation of his poems by Cowper, 
366. 

Minstrel, the continuation of, reviewed, 
395. 

Miditight Storm, a Sonnet, 408. •■ 

Miranda, General, his scheme to emanci- 
pate South America, 33 to 41. Sufferings 
of the Crew of two of his Schooners, 44^ 

Mitchell's, Miss, Tales of In^twfetion, re* 
viewed, 406. 

Monjouick, Attac kjF art. 183. 



c>^|Fj|t. 
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Montague, Lady M. W. and Fielding, 334. 

Moore^ Anacreon, his novel, 332. 

Moscow, City of, 294. 
N 

Nelson, Lord, Anecdote of, 290. 

Nubilia in search of a husband, reviewed, 
398. 

O 

Oil, use of in bums, 429. 

Opie, Mrs. Poetry by, 355. 

OwensoxL, Miss, her "Woman, or Ida of 
Athens,** reviewed, 8. 
P 

Paley, William, D. D. Memoirs of, re- 
viewed, 386. 

Paoli, General, Memoirs of, 122. His ac- 
quaintance with Boswell, 126. Flies to 
Englan<^ 129. Returns to Corsica, 130. 
Goes back to England, 132. His death, 
ib. 

Paradisea Tristis, account of, 426. 

Pen, to promote facility in writing, 285. 

Petersburgh, St. description of the Church 
in, 291. 

Pinckney, Lieutenant Colonel, his travels 
in France, reviewed, 312 to 317. 

Pitt's Negotiation with Miranda, to eman- 
cipate South America, 33. 

Plants, mode of copying, 284. 

Pointer Pig, 174. 

Poetry, 70, 139, 281, 355,427. 

Polar Winter, pleasures of a, 118. 

Porter, Robert Ker, his travels in Rus- 
sia, and Sweden, reviewed, 289. 

Potemkin, Prince, portrait of, 219. 

Premature erudition, 207. 

Press, improvement in its construction, 
285. 

Prussia, A cursory view of, reviewed, 370. 
Battle of Jena, 372. 

Publick Characters of 1809-10. Reviewed, 
42. 

Pyle, James, his death, 138. 
Q 

Quadrupeds, Memoirs of British, review- 
ed, 171. Hares, domesticated by Cow- 
per, 172. Pointer Pig, 1/4. 
R 

Reliques of Bum's, reviewed, 10. Ta- 
lents, education and peculiarities of 
Burns, 11, 12. His Poetry, 15. Origin of 
his " Mary in Heaven," 18, 19. Gene- 
ral Remarks, ^3. 

Revolution, French, reflections on, 237. 

Rifle barrel guns and muskets, compared, 
146. 

Russia, Kmperour and Empress of, 218, 
293. Porter's Travels in, 289. 
S 

Scloppetaria, reviewed, 145. Muskets and 
rines compared, 147. Mode of diying 
Gunpowder, 14^ 

Seward, Anna, M Aoirs of, 136. 

Senefl; battle dT, M 



Sheep, Anecdote of a, 275, Merino, account 
of, 416. 

Shenstone's Pastorals parodied,^5. 

Shrike, account of, 425. ^ 

Sydney, Sir Philip, Memoirs of his Hfe 
and writings, reviewed, 73. His travels, 
75 to 77. Favourite of Queen Elizabeth, 
78. Plans his Arcadia, 79. His death, 81. 

Smith, Miss, her fragmenjis in prose and 
verse, 106. 

Soapsuds, experiments on, 284. 

Sonnet of the Fifteenth Century, imitated. 
427. 

Socivisca, a famous Robber, 350. 

Souworow, biographical anecdotes of, 407. 

Spider, observationa on the, 348. 

Stacl Madame de, her letters of the Prince 
de Ligne, 217. 

Stanzas addressed to Mr. Pratt, 427. 

Stcote and Addison, 416. 

Steele, Mrs. Ann, her works reviewed, 
187. 

Steele, Sir Richard, anecdotes of, 363. 

Steenkirk, battie of, 180. 

Stockholm, account of, 297. 

Sweden, King ai^ Queen of, 297* 
T 

Tales of Instruction and amusement, by 
Miss Mitchell, reviewed, 406. 

Tales of Fashionable Life, by Miss Edge- 
worth, reviewed, 373, 381. 

Taming the Shrew, origin of, 115. 

Tar Mineral, mode of msmufacturing, 429. 

Temple, Laura Sophia, Poetry by, 282. 

Theatres, Performers on the London, 301. 

Tombuctoo, City of, 326. 

Toulmin, Joshua, his memoirs of Job, an 
African Priest, 189. 

Trefusis, Miss, Poetry by, 282, 283. 

Turkish Warfare, Mode of, 220. 

— — Wpmen, 222. 
U 

** Under tiie Rose,** origin of the phrase, 
354. 

United States, Miranda's proposal to, 38. 
W 

War, game of, 330. 

— horrours of, 372. 

Weber's memoirs of Maria Antoinett^^ 
queen of France, 91. 

Wedding in Wales, 423. 

Wedding among the flowers, reviewed, 
113. 

Whitfield, character of, 45. 

Wine, sour, restored by charcoal, 429. 

Woman, or Ida of Athens, by Miss Owen- 
son, reviewed, 8. Story of it, 9. Foolish, 
19. Language and sentiments exception- 
able, ib. 

• ,z 

Zouch, THomas, hrs memoirs of the life 
and writings of Sir Philip Sydney, re- 
viewed, 73.Digitized by VjiUUVlC 

Zoology, Shaw's, extracts from, 42$« 
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